68T Congress]| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { Retrr
18t Scssion ‘ No.1v01

T

WORLD WAR VETERANS ACT

JunE 5, 1924.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. JornsoN of South Dakota, from' the committee of conference,
submitted the following

CONFERENCE REPORT

[To accompany S. 2257]

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendments of the House to the l?i?l (S. 2257) to con-
solidate, codify, revise, and reenact the laws affecting the establish-
ment of the United States Veterans’ Bureau and the administration
of the war risk insurance act, as amended, and the vocational rehabi-
litation act, as amended, having met, after full and free conference,
have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their respective
Houses as follows: ,
That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amendment
of the House, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows:
In lieu of the matter proposed to be inserted by the House amend-
ment insert the following: _

Tiroe 1.—GENERAL,

Section 1. This Act may be cited as the * World War Veterans’
Act, 1924.” A

Sec. 2. When used in this Act—.

The term “ bureau’’ meuns the United States Veterans' Bureaw.

The term ‘“director’” means the Director of the United States
Veterans’ Bureau.

Sec. 8. In Tules 11, 111, and 1V of this Act unless the context other-
wise requires—

(1) The term “chald’’ includes—

(a) A legitimate child.

(b A chld leiqally adopted.

(¢) A stepechild, if a member of the man’s household.

(@) An dlegitimate child, but, as to the father only, g acknowledged
in writing stgned by him, or if he has been judicially ordered or decrecd
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to conlribute to such child's %M’ or has been judicially decreed to be
the putative father of such child. » L

(2) The term “ grandchild’ means a child as above defined of a child
as above defined.

(3) Except as used in section 301 and in section 302, the term * child”
and “grandchild” are limited to unmarried persons either (a) under
etghteen i/ears of age, or (b) of any age, if permanently incapabdle of self-
support by reason of mental or physiweal defect.

(4) The term ‘“ parent” includes a father, mother, grandfather, grand-
mother, father through adoption, mother through adoption, stepfather,
and stepmother, either of the persons in the service or of the spouse.

(6) The terms ‘“father’’ and “mother” include stepfathers and step-
mothers, fathers and mothers through adoption, and persons who have
stood wn loco i)aremis to a member of the military or naval forces at any
time prior to his enlistment or induction for a period of not less than one
year.

(6) The terms “brother” and “sister”-include brothers and sisters
of the half blood as well as thase of the whole ‘blood, stepbrothers and
stepsisters, and brothers and sisters through adoption.

(?) The terms “brother” and “sister” include the children of a
person who, for a period of not less than one year, stood in loco parentis
to a member of the military or naval forces of the United States at uny
ttme prior to his enlistment or induction, or another member of the
same household as to whom such person during such period likewise
stood in loco parentis. : o .

(8) The term “commissioned officer” includes a warrant officer,. but
includes only an officer in active service in the military or naval forces
of the United States. ' .

(9) The terms “man’ and “enlisted man” mean a person, whether
male or female and whether enlisted, enrolled, or drafted into active
gervice in the military or naval forces of the United States, and include
noncommissioned and petty officers and members of training camps
authorized by law. , _ T

{10) The term ‘““enlistment” includes voluntary enlistment, drafft,
and enrollment in active service in the military or naval forces of the
United States. ‘ : L

(11) The term ‘“‘injury” includes disedse. ‘ '

(12) The term “pay’” means the pay for service in the United States
according to grade and length of service, excluding all allowances.

(18) The term “military or naval forces” means the Army; the Navy,
the Marine Corps, the Coast Quard, the Naval Reserves, the National
Naval Volunteers, and any other branch of the United Siates service
while serving pursuant to law with the Army or the Navy.

(14) The terms * World War,” ‘‘during the period-of the war,”’ and
“during the World War” mean the period beginning April 6, 1917,
and ending July 2, 1921, o

(16) The terms “date of termination of the war” and “termination
of the war” mean July 2, 1921. :

Sec. 4. There 1s established an independent bureau under the Presi-
dent to be known as the United States Veterans' Bureau, the direclor
of which shall be appointed by the President by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate. The Director of the United States Veterans'
Bureau shall receive a salary of $10,000 per annum, payable monthly.
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- «There shall be included on the technical and administrative staff of
the director such staff officers, experts, inspectors, and assistants as the
director shall prescribe; and there shall be in the United States Veterans'
Bureau such sectrons and subdivisions thereof as the director shall pre-
scribe.  Wath such exceptions as the President may deem advisable, all
ems shall be subject to the cinl-service law and regulations made
thereundgr. ... = .~ .. : .
Sec. 6. The director; subfect to the general direction of the President,
shall administer; execute, and enforce the provisions of this Act, and for
that purpose shall have full power and authority to make rules and
regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, which are
necessary or.appropriate to carry oul ats purposes, and shall decide all
questions. arising under this Aot and all decisions of questions of fact-
affecting any claimant to the benefits of Titles 11, 111, or 1V of this Aet,
shall be conclusive except as otherwise provided herein. Al officers and
employees of the bureau shall perform such duties as may be assigned
tkemozy the. director. Al oﬁpc?al acts g)erformed by such officers or
employees specially designated therefor by the director shall have the
same force .and .effect as though performed by the director in person.
Wherever under any J)ro'vision or provisions of the Act regulations are
diréeted or. avthorized to be made, such requlations, unless the context
othérwise requires, shall or may be made by the director. The director
shall - adopt reasonable and ‘proper rules to govern the procedure of the
dinsions and to regulate and provide for the nature and extent of the
proofs and evidence and the method of taking and furnishing the same
wn grder to establish the right to benefits of compensation, insurance,
vocational training, or mawnienance and support allowance provided
for in this Act, the;jéorm of application of those claiming to be entitled
to- such benefits, the methods of making tnvestigations and medical
examinations, and the manner and form of adjudications and awards.

Sec. 6. That the bureaw shall have the power, and it shall be its
duty, to provide for the placement of rehabilitated persons in suitadle
or gainful -accupations. The director is authorized and directed to
utehize, with-the a_irm_ oval of the Secretary of Labor, the facilities of the
Department of Labor, in so far as may be practicable, in the placement
of rehabilitated persons in suitable or gainful occupations.

Sec. 7. The director shall establish a central office in the District of
Columbia, and such regional offices and suboffices, not exceeding one
hundred in number, within the territory of the United States and s
outlying possessions as may be deemed necessary by him and in the best
interests of the work commilted to the Veterans’ Bureaw and to carry
out the purposes of this Act. Such regional offices and suboffices, may,
subject to. final action by the director in case gf an appeal, and under
s-dc}z rules and requlations.as may be prescribed by the director, ezercise
such ers for hearing complaints and for examining, rating, and
awarding compensation claims, granting medical, surgical, dental,
and. hospital care, convalescent care, and necessary and reasonable
after care, granting vocational training and oll other matters delegated
to them, or some. of them, by the director as could be performed lawfully
wnder this Act by the central office.

_The director may abolish any regional offices or suboffices when in his
judgment this may be done wnthout detriment to the administration of
this Act, and upon such termination all records and supplies pertaining
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thereto shall be delivered to the central office, or as the director shall

otherwise prescribe. -
Sec. 8. That for the purposes of this Act the director; and such persons

as the director may designate; shall have mw to issue wbpmm;:;{for
and compel the attendance of wilnesses within a radius of one hundred
miles from the place of hearing, to require ‘the production of books,
papers, documenis, and other evidence, to administer oaths, and to
examaine witnesses upon any matter within the jurisdiction of the bureau.
In case of disobedience to a subpena the bureaw may invoke the aid of
any district court of the United States in requiring the aitendance and
testimony of witnesses and the production of gj)cummtary evidence, and
such court, within the jurisdiction of which the inquiry 18 carried on,
*may, in case of contumacy or refusal to obey a wmm 1ssued'to any
officer, agent, or employee of any corporation or other person, issue an
order requiring such corporation or other person to appear before the
bureau or to give evidence touching the matter in question; and any
Jailure to obey such order of the court may bzdpunished by such court
as a contempt thereof. Any person so required lo attend as a witness
shall be allowed and paid the same fees and mileage as are paid witnesses
tn the district courts of the United States.

For the purpose of this Act, the director 1& authorized lo detail from
time to time _clerks or persons employed in the bureau to make examina-
tions into the merits of compensation and insurance claims, whether
pending or adjudicated, as he may deem proper, and to aid in the prep-
aration, presentation, or examination o}’sych claims; and any such
person so detailed shall have power to administer oaths, take afidavits,
and certify to the correctness of the papers and documents pertaining to
the administration of this Act.

Sec. 9. In addition to the services of the legal assistants employed by
the bureau, the Director may require the opinion of the Attorney General
on any questions of law arising in the administration of the bureau.

Sec. 10. The director, subject to the general directions of the Presi-
dent, shall be resiponsible afor the proper examination, medical care,
treatment, hospitalization, dispensary, and convalescent care, necessary
and reasonable after care, welfare of, nursing, vocational training, and
such other services as may be necessary in the carrying out of the pro-
visions of this Act, and for.that purpose is hereby authorzed, at the direc-
tion of the President or with the approval of the head of the department
concerned, to utilize the now existing or Dfuture Sacilities IOV/ the United
States Public Health Service, the War Department, the Navy Depart-
ment, the Inlerior-Department, the National Home for Disabled Volun-
teer Soldiers, and such other governmental facilities as may be made
avatlable for the gmrposes set forth in this Act; and such governmental
agencies are hereby authorized to furnish such facilities, including per-
sonnel, eglm'pnwnt, medical, surgical, and ko:gi:al services and sup-
plies as the director may deem mnecessary and advisable in_carrying out
the provisions of this Act, in addition to such governmental facilities as
are %feby made avarlable. ,

When, in the opinion of the director, the facilities and services wiilized
for the hospitalization, medieal care, and treatment for beneficiaries under
this Act are unsatisfactory, the direetor ahall make arrangements for the
Surther hospitalization, cave, and treatment o) sueh beneficiaries by other
means, )
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In the évent that there is not sufficient Government hospital and other
Sfuclities. for the pr?cr medical care and treatment of beneficiaries under
this Act, and the director deems 1t necessary and advisable to secure
additional Government facilities, he may, within the limits of appropria-
tions made for carrying out the provisions of this paragraph, and wi
the approval of the President, improve or extend existing governmental
Jacilidres, or acquire additional faclities by purchase or otheruise. Such
new property and structures as may be improved, extended, or acquired
shall become part of the permanent equipment of the United States Vet-
erans’ Bureau or of some one of the now existing agencies of the Gov-
enment, including the War Department, Navy Department, Interior
Department, Treasury Department, the National Home for Disabled .
Volunteer Soldiers, in such way as will best serve the present emergency,
taking indo consideration the future services to be rendered the veterans of
the World War, including the beneficiaries under this Act.

In the event Government hospital facilities are insufficient or inadequate
the director may contract with State, municipal, or 1n exceptional cases,
with private hospitals for such medical, surgical, and ho%pm'tal services
and supplies as may be required, and such contracts may be made for a
period of not exceeding three years and may be for the use of a ward or
other hospilal unit or on such other basis as may be in the best interest
of the beneficiaries under this Act. :

There are hereby permanently transferred to the Veterans' Bureau oll
hospitals now or formerly undér the jurisdiction of the Public Health
Service or of the Treasury Deépartment, the operation, management, or
control of which have Reretofore been transferred by the President to
said Bureau pursuant to the authority contarned in section 9 of the Act
entitled “An Act to establish a Veterans' Bureauw and to vmprove the
Jacilities and service of such Bureaw and further to amend and modify
the War Risk Insurance Act, a;pgrroved August 9, 1921.”

Sec. 11. The director is hereby authorized to make such rules and
requlations as may be deemed necessary in order to promote good conduct
on the part of persons who are receiving care or treatment in hospitals,
homes, or institutions as patients or beneficiaries of said bureau during
their stay in such hosg/:itals, homes, institutions, or training centers.
Penalties for the breach of such rules and regulations may, with the
approval of the director, extend to a forfeiture by the offender of such
portion of the compensation payable to him, not exceeding three-fourths
of the monthly installment per month for three months, for a breach com-
matted while receiving treatment in such hospital, home, institution, or
training center as may be prescribed by such rules and regulations.

Sec. 12. That the %rem)bﬁ 18 h;tr,:(l;yd %th;m'lzedl Ign}l‘d em owe}r;ed fto
recétve, for purposes of benefits d e ttle ereof, such qifts
and donjations Jfrom ether publg"or private sources as may be oﬁ?ﬂd
unconditionally.  All moneys so recevved as gifts or donations shall be
pard into the rea’éu’rg o{ the United States, and shall constitute a perma-
nent fund, to be called the ‘‘ Special fund for vocational rehabilitation,”
10 be used under the direction of the said bureau in connection with the
appropriations hereby made or hereafter to be made, to defray the ex-
penses of providing and maintaining courses of vocational rehabilita-
tion; and a full report of all gifts and donations offered and accepted and
all disbursements therefrom shall be submitted annually to Congress
by the director, '
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Sec. 13. All sums_heretofore appropriated for tse by the Federal
Board 0£r Vocational Education as a revolving fund, not: exceeding
8f500, ) %1/ be used by the bureau as a revolving fund for the purpose
of mak: vancement to persons commencing or undergoing training
under T%e IV hereof, sucl? advancemends to bear no'intcrzs’:? and to be
reimbursed in such installments as may be determined by the director
by proper deductions from the monthly maintenance and support allow-
ances allowed by this. Act. ‘ e

Sec. 14, That the director of the United States Veterans! Bureau shall
on the first Monday in December of each year file with the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President of the Senate a full and com-
plete report '}f all activities of the United States Veterans’ Bureau, show-
g n i the number of clavmants and the amount of compensation

id, the number of veterans of the various wars and expeditions receiving

ospitalization and medical treatment, the number of dependents draw-
ing compensation and the amount of such compensation, the number o
persont holding and payi% Jor Goveriment life insurance, and a
and temized statement of all moneys recewved and disbursed by the direc-
tor, o any of his agents, for the preceding year. SRTS : :

Sec. 16. AU sums heretofore appropriated for carrying out the pro-
visions of the War Risk Insurance Act and amendments thereto and to
carry out the provisions of the Act entitled “ An Act to provide for voca-
tional rehabilutation and return to civil employment of disabled persons
dsscharged from the military or naval forces of the United: Stales, and
for other purposes,” approved June 27, 1918, and amendments thereto,
and all sums Reretofore appropriated for carrying out the provisions of
the Act entitled ““ An Act to establish a Veterans’-Bureaw and-to,i;zprm
the facilitics and service of such bureau, and further to amend and

ify the War Risk Insurance Act,”’ zgpr August 9, 1921, and
amendmexts thereto shall, where % ed; be made avalabls Jor the
bureau and may be expended in manner as the director deems
necessary in carrying out the purposes of this Act. = -

Sec. 16. Al sums heretofore ?Igfroprmted Jor the milstary and naval
insurance appropriation and premiums collected for the yearly
renewable term insurance provided by the provisions of Title 111 deposited
and covered into the Treasury to the cregfz‘to, of this appropriation, shall,
where unexzpended, be made available for bureau. All premiums
that maé/ hereafter be collected for the Iwarly renewable term tnsurance
provided by the provisions of Title 111 Mre;);f shall be deposited and
covered into the Treasury for the credit of this a gropriation. Such
sum including all premium payments i made available for the. payment
of the liabilitres qu the United States incurred under contracts of yem-l}/
renewable term insurance made under the provisions of Twle 111,
sncluding such liabilities as shall have been or shall hereafter be reduced
to judgment in a district court of the Uniled States or in the Supreme
Court of the District of Columbia. Paymenls from this apgro 1ation
shall be made upon and in accordance with the awards by the director.

Sec. 17. That all premiums }xnd on account of insurance converted
under. the provisions of Title 111 hereof shall be deposited and covered
tndo the Treasury to the credit of the Unated States Government life insur-
ance fund and shall be available for the payment of losses, dwidends,
refunds, and other benefits provided for under such insurance, including
such liabilities as shall have been or shall hereafter be reduced to judg-
mend in a district court of the United States or in the Supreme Court of
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the Dagtrict of Columbia. Payments from this fund shall be made upon
and . accordance with awards by the director... .

The bureau 18 authorized to sst aside out of the fund so collected such
reserve funds as may be réquired, under acce actuarial principles,
to meét all liabilities under such insurance; and the Secretary of the
Treasury . is hereby authorized to invest and reinvest the said United
States Government life insurance fund, or any part thereof, in interest-
bearing obligations of the United States or of the Federal farm-loan
banks and to sell sard obligations of the United States or the bonds of the
Federal farm-loan banks for the purposes of such gu‘nd. L

Seo. 18, That the Comptroller General of the United States s hereby
authorized and directed to allow credwt in the accounts of the disbursing
clerk of the bureau for all payments of insurance installmenis hereafter
made, withowt verification of the deduction on the };ay rolls, of such
premiums as may have accrued prior to January 1, 1921, while the in-
e 16, That wp shaim h d

ec. 19. at no clavm agent or attorney ezcept the recognized repre-
sentatives of the American Red Cross, the American Le gn, the 1])): -
abled American Veterans, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and such
other organizations as shall be aﬁpprovcd by the Director, shall be recog-
nizéd in the presentation or adjudication of claims under Titles cgg]’
111, and IV, except that in the event of disagreement as to claim under
a contract of insurance between the bureau and any beneficiary or bene-
ficiaries thereunder an action on the clatm may be brought against the
United States either in the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia
or in the district court of the United States in and for the disirict in
which such beneficiaries or any one of them resides, and that whenever
judgment shall be rendered in an action ht pursuant to this pro-
vision, the court, as part of s judgment, shall determine and allot
such reasonable attomey’.:]ﬁzes, not to exceed 5 Zper centum of the amount
recovered, to be paid by claimant in behalf of whom such proceed-
ings were tnstituted to his attorney, said fee to I;fdpaid out of the pay-
ments to be made to the beneficiary under the judgment rendered at a
rate not ezceeding one-tenth of each of such payments untid paid. AU
persons having or claiming to have an interest in such insurance may be
made parties to said suil, and such as are not inhabitants of or found
within the district tn which suit 18 brought, may be drought in by order
of the court to be served personally or by publication as the court may
direct. . The procedure in such suits otherwise be the same as that
pr%ed {for s;gt% n the district courts b thg actdegtitled, “An A;tl

iding for the bringing of suits against nited States,”’ approv
%arch , 1887, as am':gai‘ , ‘

Sec. 20. That for the purpose of this Act the mam’ageﬁ&f the claimant
to the person on account of whom the claim vs made shall be shown by
such testimony as the director may prescribe by regulations.

Sec. 21. That where any payment under this Act is to be made to @
minor, other than a person in the miitary or naval forces of the United
States, or 10 a person mentally incompetent, or under other legal dis-
ability adjudged by a court of competerdt jurisdiction, such payment may
be made to the person who is constituled guardian, curator, or conservator
by the laws of the State or residence of claimant, or 18 otherwise legally
vested with responsibility or care of the claimant or his estate: Provided,
That prior to receipt of notice by the bureau that any such person i
under such other legal disability adjudged by some court of competent
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jurisdiction, payment may be made to esuch %erm direct: Provided
Jurther, That for the purpose of payments of benefits under Title 11
hereof, where ro tan, curalor, or:conservalor of the person under a
disabt'lity has been appointed under the laws of the State or residence
of the clatmant, the director shall determine the person who 18 otherwvise
lepally vested with responsibility or care of the claimant or his estate:
And provided further, That the director, in Ais discretion, may suspend
such payments to any such guardian, curalor, conservalor, or other
person who shall neglect or refuse, after reasonable notice, to render an
account to the director from time to time showing the application of such
paymenis for the benefit of such minor or tncompetent beneficiary.
ec. 22. Thai the compensation, insurance, and masnienance and
sup allowance payable under Titles I1, IfI, and 1V, respectively,
not be assignable; shall not be subjeet to the claims of ereditors of
ony person to whom an award 1s made under Titles 11, 111, or IV; and
shall be exempt from all taxation: Provided, That such comgerwation,
insurance, and maintenance and support allowance shall be subject
to any clavmms which the United States may have, under Titles 11, 111,
IV, and V, against the person on whose account the compensation,
insurance, or maintenance, and support allowance is payable.

That the provisions of this section shall not de construed to prohibit
the assignment by ang person to whom converted snsurance shall be

1 under Title 111 of such Act of hs interest in such insurance
to any other member of the permitted class of beneficiaries. ‘

Sec. 23. The discharge or dismissal of any person from the military
or nawal forces on the ground that he s quilty of mutiny, treason, spying,
or any offense involving moral turputude, or willful and persistent
misconduct, of which he has been found gquilty by a court-martial, or
that he 1s an emeny alien, conscientious objector, or a deserter, shall ter-
minade any insurance granted on the life of such person under the pro-
wisions of Tule 111 and shall bar all rights to any compensation under
Tutle 11, or any insurance under Title I11, or any maintenance and
support allowance under Title 1V: Provided, That as to corverted insur-
ance, the cash surrender value thereof, if any, on the date of such dis-
charge or dismissal shall be paid the insured, if living, and if dead to
the designated beneficiary: Provided further, That an enemy alien who
volunteered or who was drafted into the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps,
of the United States during the World War, and who was not discharged
Jrom the service on his own application or solicitaiion by reason of his
being an enemy alien, and whose service was honest and faithful, shall
be entitled to the benefits under Titles 11, 111, and IV hereof: Provided
Surther, That in case any person has been dishonorably discharged
Jrom the military or naval forces as a result of a court-martial tral,
and 1t 18 thereafter established to the satisfaction of the director that at
the time of the commigsion of the offense resulting sn such court-martial
trial and discharge that such person was insane, such person sholl be
entitled to the compensation, insurance, and vocational training benefits
under Titles 11, 111, and 1V hereof: Provided further, That this section
shall be deemed to be in effect as of April 6, 1917, and the director is
hereby authorized and directed to provision by bureau requlation
for payment of any insurance claim or adjustrment in insurance pre-
maum account of any insuarnce contract which would not now be affected
by this section as amended.
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Sec. 24. That if after induction by the local draft board, or a{ter being
called into Federal service as a memger of the Natvonal Guard, but before
being accepted and enrolled for active service, the person died or became
disabled as a result of disease condracted or injury suffered in the line
of duty and not due to his own willful miscomiuct tnwolving moral tur-
pitude, or as a result of the aggravation, in the line of duty and not because
(;/' his own willful misconduct tnwolving moral turpitude, of an existing
disease or tnjury, he or those entitled thereto shall receive the benefits of
compensation payable under Title 11; and any insurance application
made by such person after induction 5y the local draft board %ut before
being accepted and enrolled for active service shall be deemed valid.

Sec. 25. Any person who between the 6th day of April, 1917, and the
11th day of November, 1918, applied for enlistment or enrollment in the
military or naval forces, and who was accepted provisionally and directed
or ordered to @ camp, post, station, or other place for final acceptance
into such service, shall be deemed to have the same status as an inducted
man. not yet accepted and enrolled for active service during the period
while such person was co;:zdplyim with such order or direction, and
during such compliance, and untl ks final acceptance or rejection for
enlistment or enrollment into the mililary or naval forces, shall be en-
titled to the same benefits under Tilles 11 and 111 hereof as an inducted
man not yet accepted and enrolled for active service.

Sec. 26. That the amount of the monthly installments of compensation,
yearly renewable term insurance, or accrued maintenance and support
allowance which has become payable under the provisions of Titles 11,
II1, or IV hereof, but which has not been paid prior to the death of the
person entitled to receive the same, may be payable to the personal
representatives of such person: Provided, That in cases where the estate
of;he decedent would escheat under the laws of the place of his residence.
such installments shall not be paid to the estate of the decedent bui shall
escheat to the United States and shall be credited to the appropriation
from which the original award was made.

Sec. 27. That all payments of compensation and insurance heretofore
made pursuant to a requlation permitting permanent and total disability
to be presumed from hospitalization or ratings of less than permanent
total disability shall be (geemed valid and no recovery thereof shall be
made.: Provided, That nothing herein shall operate to validate insurance
not in force on the date_an award thereof was approved, except where
premiums have been thereafter accepted.

Sec. 28. There shall be no recovery of payments from any beneficiary,
who, in the judgment of the director, 1s without fault on his part, and
where, in the judgment of the director, such recovery would defeat the
purpose of benefits otherwise authorized or would be against equity and
good. conscience.

Sec. 29. The director 1s authorized, in his discretion, to sell, lease,
or exchange surplus equipment, supplies, products, or waste materials
belonging to the bureaw or any of s plants or institwtions; and to lease
for a_term, not exceeding three years, lands or buildings, or parts or
parcels thereof, belonging to the United States and under the control of
the bureau. The net proceeds of all such sales, leases, or exchanges
shall be covered into the Treasury of the United States as miscellaneous
receipls.

Sezc’. 30. That all files, records, reports, and other papers and docu-
ments pertaining to any claim for the benzfits of this Act, whether pend-

H R—68-1—vol 4—~5b
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ing or adjudicated, shall be deemed confidential and privileged and no
disclosure thereof shall be made except as followe:

(@) To a clavmant or his duly authorized representalive, as to matlers
concerning himself alone, when in the judgment of the director such dis-
closure would not be injurious to the physical or mental health of the
clavmant,

(b) Where required by the process of a United States court to be pro-
duced 1n any suil or proceeding therexn pending; or when such produc-
tion is deemed by the director to be necessary in any swit or proceeding
browught under the provisions of this Act;

(@) In all proceedings in the nature of an inquest into the mental
competency pr a claimant, and i all other judicial proceedings, when
wn the judgment of the director such disclosure ts deemed necessary and
proper;

(d) The amount of compensation or training allowance of any bene-
fictary shall be made known'to any person who applies for such infor-
mation.

Wherever the production of a file, record, report; or other document is
required or periatted by this section a certified copy thercof may be pro-
duced in licu of the original, and such certificd copy shall be received
m_evidence with like force and effect as the original.

Sec. 31. The provsions of this Act shall not apply to any conscien-
tious ohjector who refused to perform military duty or refused to wear
the uniform, or to any alien who was discharged from the military or
naval forces prior to November 11, 1918, on account of his alienage.

Tiree 11— CoymrEnsation axp TrREATMENT

Sec. 200. For death or disability resulting from personal injury suf-
fered or disease contracted in the military or naval service on or after
April 6, 1917, and before July 2, 1921, or for an aggravation or recur-
rence of « disability existing prior to eramination, acceptance, and en-
rollment for service. when such aggravation was suffered and contracted in,
or such recurrence was caused by, the military or naval service on or
after Aprl 6, 1917, and before Ju?y 2, 1921, by any commissioned off-
cer or enlisted man, or by any member of the Army Nurse Corps
(fenale) or of the Navy Nurse Corps (female) when employed in the
active serice under the War Department or Navy Department, the
United States shall pay to such commissioned officer or enlisted man,
member of the Army Nurse Corps (female) or of the Navy Nurse Corps
(female), or, in the discretion of the director, separately to his or her
dependents, compensation as hereinafter provided; but no compensa-
tion shall be paid «f the injury, disease, aggravation, or recurrence has
been caused by his own wnllful misconduct: Provided, That no person
suffering from paralysis. paresis, or blindness, or from constitutional
lues requaring hospitalization, as the result of disease, shall be denied
compensation while a patient in a_Veterans' Bureau hospital by reason
of wllful misconduct.  That for the purposes of this section every such
officer, enlisted man, or other member employed in the active service
under the War Department or Navy Department who was discharged or
who resigned prior to July 2, 1921, and every such oficer, enlisted man,
or other member employed in the active service under the War Depart-
ment or Nawy Department on or before November 11, 1818, who on or
after July 2, 1921, is discharged or resigne, shall be conclustvely held
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and taken to have been in sound condition when eramined, accepted,
and enrolled for service, except as to defects, disorders, or infirmities
made of record in any manner by proper authorities of the United Slates
at_the time of, or prior to, inceplion of active service, to the extent to
which any such defect, disorder, or infirmity was so made of record:
Provided, That an ex-service man who is shown to have or, if deceased,
to have had, prior lo January 1, 1926, neuropsychialric disease, an
active tuberculous discuse, paralysis agilans, encephalitis lethargica, or
amocbic dysentery, developing a 10 per centum (Z’e[/l‘(?(? of disability or
more in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (4) of section 202
of this Act shall be presumed to have acquired his disalility in such
service between April 6, 1917, and July 2, 1921, or (o have suffered an
aggravation of «a preexisting neuropsychialric disense, tuberculosis,
paralysis agitans, encephalitis lethargica, or amoebic dysentery, in such
service between said dates, and said presumption shall be conclusive in
cases of active tuberculous disevse, but in (/7% other cases said presump-
tion shall be rebuttable by clenr and convincing evidence; but nothing in
this proviso shall be construed to prevent o clavmant from receiving the
benefits of compensation and medical care and treatment for a disability
duc to these diseases of more than 10 per centum degree (in accordance
wntk the provisions of subdivision (4), section 202, of this Act) on or
subsequent to January 1, 1925, if the facts of the case substantiate his
claim.

Sec. 201. That if death results from injury—-

If the deceased leaves a widow or child, or of he leaves a mother or
tather either or both dependent wpon him for swpport, the monthly com-
pensation shall be the following amounts:

(a) fl there 1s a widow but no child, $30.

(D) If there is a widow and one child, 840, vith $6 for each additional
child.

(¢) If there is no widow, but one child, $20.

(d) If there is no widow, but two children, $30.
(¢) there s no widow, but three children, 840, uith 85 for each ad-
ditional child.

Jéy’) If there 1s « a<péndent mother (or dependent father), $20,™or both,
230, The amouni payable under this subdivision shall not exceed the
difference between the total amount payable to the widow and children
and the sum of 876. Swuch compensation shall be payable whether the
dependency of the father or mother or both arises before or after the death
of the person, but no compensation shall be ;myable if the dependency
arises more than five years after the death of the person.

(1) If death occur or shall have occurred subsequent to April 6, 1917,
and before discharge or resignation from the service, the United States
shall pay for burial expenses and the return of body to hic home a sum
not to exceed $150, as may be fized by requlation. Where a veteran of
any war dies after discharge or resignation from the servier and does not
leave suffictent assets to meet the expenses of his burial and the transpor-
tation of his body, and such expenses are not otherwise provided for, the
United States Veterans' Burean shall pay the following sums: For a
flag to drape the casket, and after burial to be given to the next of kin of
the deceased, a sum not exceeding 85, also for burial expenses, a sum
not exceeding 8100, to such person or persons as may be fixed by regu-
lations: Provided, That when such person dies while recetving from the
bureau compensation or vocational lraning, the above benepits shall be
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yable withowt reference to the indigency of the deceased: Provided
f:ﬂhr, That where such person, while receiving from the bureau medi-
cal, surgical, or hospital treatment or vocational training, dies away
Jrom home and at the place to which he was ordered by the bureau, or
while traveling under orders of the bureau, the above benefits shall be
payable without reference to the indigency of the deceased and in addition
thereto the actual and necessary cost of the transportation of the body of
the person (including preparation of the body) to the place of durial
within the continental limits of the United States, and including also,
i the discretion of the director, the actual and necessary cost of trans-
portation of an altendant: And provided J{urt]wr, That mo accrued
pension or compensation due at the time of death shall be deducted from
the sum allowed. . _

(&) The payment of compensation to a widow shall continue uniil her
death or remarriage, and the payment of compensation to a parent shall
continue to the death of each parent.

(8) The payment of compensation to or for a child shall continue until
such child reaches the age of eighteen years or marries, or if such child
be permanently incapable o seljgsupport by reason of mental or physical
defect, then during such incapacity.

(4) Whenever the compensation payable to or for the benefit of any
person under the provisions of this section 1s terminated by the happening
of the contingency wpon which it is limited, the compensation thereafter
Jor the remaining bencficiary or beneficiaries, if any, shall be the amount
which would have been payable to them if they had been the sole original
beneg,ﬁciarz'es.

(6) As between the widow and the children not in her custody, and
as between children, the amount of compensation shall be apportioned
as may be prescribed by requlation.

(6) The term “widow” us used in this section shall not include one
who shall have married the deceased later than ten years after the time
;{a;inj , and shall include widower whenever his condition 8 such

1f the deceased person were living he would have been dependent
upon her for support.

(7). That this section shall be deemed to be in effect as of April 6, 1917:
Provided, however, That the receipt of a gratuity, pension, or compen-
sation by widow, or parent, on account of the death of any person shall
not bar the payment of compensation on account of the death of any
other person: Provided, That before compensation under this section
shall be paid there shall first be deducted from said sum so to be paid the
amount of any 15)&3,/772«872&&‘ made under any other law on account of the
death or disabdity of the same person: Provided, further, That no
changes in rates or compensation made by this Act shall be retroactive in
effect.
fSec. 208. That if dz‘aab'il:;t&lresuka Jrom the injury—

(1) If and while the dis 'i%is»rated as totad and te;ng;orary, the
monthly compensation shall be the following amounts, payable monthly
or semu y as the director may prescridbe: .

(@) If the diasbled person has nerther wife nor child living, $80.

(5) If he has a wife but no living child, $90.

() c';gzedh“ a wife and one living child, 895, and 86 for sach addi-

(@ If he has no wife and one child living, $90, with 86 for each
additional chidd,
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() If he has a mother or father, either or both dependent on him for
support, then, in addition to the above amounts, 810 for each parent-so

pe L.

(2) If and while the disability is rated as partial and temporary, the
monthly compensation shall be a percentage of the compensation that
would be gayable Jor his total and temporary disability, equal to the degree
of the reduction in earning c%am'a/ resulting from the disability, but
no compensation shall be payable for a reduction in earning capacity
rated al less than 10 per centum.

That any ex-service man shown to have had a tubercular disease of
compensable degree, and who has been hospitalized for a period of one
year, and who in the judgment of the director has reached a ition
of complete arrest of his disease, and who shall be discharged from

urther hospitalization, shall be rated as temporarily totally disabled,
and such rating shall not be decreased within a period of siz months.

(3) If and while the disability is rated as totul and permanent, the
rate of compensation shall be $100 hper month: Provided, however, That
the permanent loss of the use of both feet or both hands, or of both eyes, or
of one foot and one hand, or of one foot and one eye, or of one hand and
one eye, or the loss of hear% of both ears, or becoming permanently
helpless or permanently bedridden, shall be deemed to be total, perma-
nent disability: Provided further, That the compensation for the loss of
the use of both eyes shall be $150 fer month, and that compensation for
the loss of the use of both eyes and one or more limbs shall be $200 per
month: Provided further, That for double, total, permanent disability
the rate of compensation shall be $200 per month.

That any exz-service man shown to have a tuberculous disease of com-

«pensable degree, and who has been hospualized for a period of one year,

and who in the judgment of the director will not reach a condition of
arrest by further hospilalization, and whose discharge from hospitaliza-
tion will not be prejudicial to the beneficiary or hs family, and who
18 mot, in the judgment of the director, feasible for training, shall, upon
his request, be discharged from hospitalization and rated as temporarily
and totally disabled, said rating to continue for the period of three years:
Provided, h&zﬁever% That nothing in thisf subde;;nsion shall deny the
beneficiary right, upon presentation of satisfactory evidence, to be
adjudged to be permanently and totally disabled.

(4) " If and while the disability 1s rated as partial and permanent, the

compensalion shall be a percentage of the compensation that
would yable for his total and permanent disability equal to the
degree of the reduclion in earning capacity resulting from the disability,
but no compensation shall be payabdle for a reduction in earning capacity
rated at less than 10 per centum. ‘

A schedule of ratings of reductions in earnin capacz;tiy Bfrom injuries
or combinations of injuries shall be adopted and applied by the bureau.
Ratings may be as high as 100 per centum. The ratings shall be based,
as far as practicable, upon the average vmpairments of earning capacity
resulting from such tnjuries in civil occupations similur to the occupa-
tion of the injured man at the time of enlistment and not ipon the im-
pairment in earning capacity in each individual case, so that there shall
g: no reduction in the rate_of compensation for individual success in
overcoming the handicap of an injury. The bureau in adopting the
schedule of ratings of reduction in earning capacity shall consider the
impairment in abilily to secure employment which results from such
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injuries.  The bureau shall from time to time readjust this schedule of
ratings whenever actual experience shall show that it 1s unjust to the
disabled veteran.

(6) If the disabled person is so helpless as to be in constant need
of a matrse or attendant, suck additional sum shall be paid, but not
exceeding 860 per month, as the director may deem reasonable.

(6) In addation to the compensation above provided, the injured
person shall be furwished by the United States such reasonable govern-
mental medical, surgical, and hospital services, including payment
of court costs and other expenses incident to proceedings heretofore or
hereafter taken for commitment of mentally incompetent persons to
hospitals for the care and treatment of the insane, and shall be furnished
with such supplies, including wheel chairs, artificial limbs, trusses,
and stmalar appliances, as the director may determine to be useful and
reasonably necessary, which wheel chairs, (Lrt@iicial limbs, trusses, and
similar appliances may be procured by the bureaw in such manner,
either by purchase or manufacture, as the director may determine to be
advantageous and reasonably mnecessary: Provided, That nothing in
this Act shall be construed to affect the necessary military control over
any member of the Military or Naval Establishments before he shall
have been discharged from the military or naval service.

(7Y Where any disabled person having neither wife, child, nor depend-
ent parent shall, after July 1, 1924, have been maintained by the bureau
Jor a period or periods amounting lo six months in @ neuropsychiatric
hospital or hospetals, and shall be deemed by the director to be perma-
nently insane, the compensation for such person shall thereafter be $20
per month so long as he shall thereafter be maintained by the bureau in a
neuropsychiatric hospital or hospitals; and such compensation may, in
the discretion of the director, be paid to the chief officer of said hospital
to be used for the benefit of suczi)‘t patient: Provided, however, That if
such patient shall recover hus reason and shall be discharged from such
hospital as cured, an additional amount of 860 per month shall be paid
to him for each month the rate of compensation was reduced as provided
by this subdiviston.

The compensation of any inmate of an asylum or hospital for the
msane, or any part thereof, may, in the discretion of the director, be
paid to the chief officer of said asylwm or hospital to be used for the benefit

of such inmate.
After June 30, 1927, the monthly rate of compensation for all veterans

(other than those totally and permanently disabled), who are being
marntarned by the bureaw in a hospital of any description and who are
without wife, child, or dependent parent, shall not exceed 840,

(8 The director shall preseribe by regulation the conditions and
limitations whereby all patients or beneficiaries of the bureaw who are
recetving treatment through the bureau as patients in a hospital may allot
any proportion or proportions or any fixed amount or amounts of their
monthly compensation for such purposes and for the benefit of such
person or persons as they may direct.

In case such patient has not allotted three-fourths of his monthly com-
ensation and wn case the director shall find that bu gross dissipation
e 18 retarding his own progress to recovery, then requlatinns to be made

by the director may provide that (except in the case of newropsychiatrie
atients who are 'with]?)'-n the terms of the first puragraph of s ubrI{iw'si(m (7)
%ereof ) any unallotted portion of such three-fourths compensation shall
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be deposited to the patients’ credit with the Treasurer of the United States
to accumulate at such rate of interest as the Secrelary of the Treasury
may determine but at a rate never less than 3% per centum per annum, and
when such patient shall be discharged by the bu'rmu/from hospital care,
the said deposit and interest shall be paid to such patient if living,
otherwise to any beneficiary or beneficiaries he may have designated, or
if there be no such benefictary, then to the executor or administrator of the
estate of such deceased person: Provided, That this paragraph shall not
be so construed as to prevent payment by the burcav from the amounts
due to the decedent’s estate of has funeral expenses, expenses of last tllness,
board, rent, lodging, or other houschold expenses for which the decedent
18 liable, provided a claim therefor is presented by the creditors or by the
person or persons who actually paid the same before settlement by the
urea.

The Secretary %f the Treasury s hereby authorized to invest and
reinvest the sm’c{ allotments deposited with him, or any part thereof, in
interest-bearing obligations of the Unaited States and to sell the obligations
for the purposes of said funds.

(9) In addition to the care, treatment, and appliances now authorized
by law, said bureaw also shall provide, without charge therefor, hospilal,
dental, medical, surgical, and convalescent cape and treatment and
prosthetic appliances for any member of the military or naval forces of
the United States, not dishonorably discharged, disabled by reason of any
wound or injury recewed or disease contracted, or by reason of any
aggravation of a preexisting wnjury or disease, specifically noted at
examination for éntrance into or employment in the active military or
naval service, while in the active military or naval service of the United
States on or after April 6, 1917, and before July 2, 1921: Provided,
That the wound or injury received or disease contracted or aggravation
of a preexisting injury or disease, for which such hospital, dental, med-
ical, surgical, and convalescent care and treatment and prosthetic appli-
ances shall be dfu.rnished, was ncurred in the military or naval service
and not caused by his own willful misconduct: Provided, That where a
beneficiary of the bureaw suffers or has suffered an injury or contracted
a disease 1n service entitling him to the benefits of this subdivision, and
an emergency develops or has developed requiring immediate treatment
or hospitalization on account of such injury or disease, and no bureau
facilities are or were then feasibly available and in the judgment of the
director delay would be or would have been hazardous, the director is
authorized to reimburse such beneficiary the reasonable value of such
service recetved from sources other than the bureau.

(10) That all hospital facilities under the control and jurisdiction of
the bureat shall be available for every honorably discharged veteran of
the Spanish-American War, the Philippine insurrection, the Boxer
rebellion, or the World War suffering from newropsychiatric or tuber-
cular ailments and diseases paralysis agituns, encephalitis lethargica,
or amabic dysentery, or the loss of sight of both eyes reqardless whether
such ailments or diseases are due {o military service or olherwise, includ-
ing traveling expenses as granted to those receiving compensation and
hospitalization under this Act. The director is further authorized, so
far as he shall find that existing Government fucilities permit, to furnish
furnish hospitalization and necessary traveling erpenses to veterans of
‘any war, military occupation, or military expedition since 1897, not
dishonorably discharged, without regaid to the nature or origin of theuwr
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disabilities: Provided, That preference to admission to any Government
hospital for hospitalization under the provisions of this subdivision shall
be given to those veterans who are financially unable to pay for hos-
pitalization and their necessary traveling expenses

- (11) The director shall have the same power, and shall be subject to
the same limitations, in the sale of surplus or condemned supplies,
material, and other personal property as now pertains to the Secretary of
War. The Director i3 authorized to make regulations governing the
disposal of articles produced by patients of such bureaw in the course o{
thezrlcurat.-ive treatment, or to v the patients to sell or lo retain such
articles.

(12) Where the disabled person is a patient in a hospital or where
Jor any other reason the disabled person and s wnfe are not living
together, or where the children are not in the custody of the disabled
person, the amount of the compensation shall be apportioned as may

e prescribed by requlations.

13) The term “wife” as used in this section shall include * hus-
band” if the husband s dependent upon the wife for support.

(14) That the bureau 1s authorized to furnish transportation, also
the medical, surgical, and hospital services and the su.pt'p ies and appli-
ances provided Zt/ gubdivision (6) hereof, to discharged members of the
military or naval forces of those governments which have been associated
i war with the United States since April 6, 1917, and come within
the provisions of laws of such governments similar to this Act, at such
rates and under such regulations as the director may prescribe; and the
bureaw is hereby authorized to wtilize the similar services, supplies, and
appliances provided for the discharged members of the malitary and
naval forces of those governments which have been associated in war
with the Unated States since April 6, 1917, by the laws of such govern-
ments similar to this Act, in umisiz-i-ng the discharged members of the
military and naval forces of the United States who lvve within the terri-
torial limats of such governments and come within the provisions of
subdivision (6) . hereof, with the services, supplies, ang appliances

rovided for in such subdivision; and any appropriations that have

een or may kerfg{ler be made for the fu.rposelof urnishing the serv-
ices, supplies, a a{)ﬁlm'nces provided for by subdivision (6) hereof
are hereby made available for the payment to such governments or their
agenciesdfor the services, supplies, and appliances so furnished at such
rates and under such regulations as the director may prescribe.

(15) That any person who 18 now receiving a gratuity or pension from
the United States under cxisting law shall not recewe compensation
under this section unless he shall first surrender all claim to further
payments of such gratuity or pension, except as provided in subdivision
7 of section 201.

(16) No compensation hereunder shall be paid for the pertod during
which any such person is being furnished by the burcau a course of voca-
tional rehabilitation and support as authorized in Title IV hereof: Pro-
vided, however, That in the event any person pursuing a course of voca-
tional rehabilitation 1s entitled under Title 11 of this Act to compensation
m an_amount in excess of the payments made to him under Title IV
hereof for his support and the support of his dependents, if any, the
bureau shall pay monthly to such person such additional amount as
may be necessary to equal the total compensation due under Title 11

hereof.
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(17) That no changes n rates of compensation made by this Act shall
be retroactive in effect.

Sec. 203. That every person applying for or in receipt of compensa-
tion for disability under the provisions of this title and every person
a};plying Jor treatment wnder the provisions of subdivisions (9) or (10)
of section 202 hereof, shall, as frequently and at such times and places
as may be reasonably required, submit hamself to examination by a
medical (gﬁcer of the United States or by a duly qualified physician
designated or approved by the director. He may have a dwly qualified
physician designated and paid by him present to participate in such
examination. For all examinalions he shall, in the discretion of the
director, be paid his reasonable traveling and other expenses and also
loss of wages incurred in order to submit to such examination. If
he shall neglect or refuse to submit to such examination, or shall in any
way obstruct the same, his right to claim compensation under this title
shall be suspended until such neglect, refusal, or obstruction ceases.
No compensation shall be payable while such neglect, refusal, or ob-
struction continues, and no compensation shall be payable for the
intervening period.

Sec. 204. Every person in receipt of compensation for disability shall
submit to wng reasonable medical or surgical treatment furnished by
the bureau whenever requested by the bureau; and the consequences of
unreasonable refusal to submit to any such treatment shall not be deemed
to result from the injury compensated for.

Sec. 205. Upon 1ts own motion or upon application the bureau may
at any time review an award and,in accordance with the facts found upon
such review, may end, diminish, or increase the compensation previously
awarded, or, if compensation 18 increased, or if compensation has been
refused, reduced, or discontinued, may (subject to the provisions gf section
210 hereof) award compensation in proportion to the degree of disability
sustained as of the date such degree of disabilily began, but not earlier
than the date of dischorge or resignation. Erxcept in cases of fraud
imrtici})ated wn by the beneficiary, no reduction in compensation shall

e made retroactive, and no reduction or dz'scontinmncigf compensation
shall be effective until the 1st day of the third calendar month next
succeeding that in which such reduction or discontinuance s determined.

Sec. 206. That no compensation shall be payable for death or dis-
ability which does not occur prior to or within one year after discharge
or resignation from the service, except as provided wn sectron 200 of
this Act, and except where there 18 an official record of the injury during
service or at the tvme of separation from active service, or where within
one year from the approval of thws Act, satisfactory evidence ts fur-
nished the bureaw to establish that the injury was suffered or aggravated
during active service. Where there is offictal record of injury during
service compensation shall be payable in accordance with the provisions
of this title, for death or disability whenever occurring, proximately
resulting from such injury.

Sec. 207. That compensation shall not be payable for death in the
course of the service until the death be officially recorded in the depart-
ment under which the person may be serving. No compensation shall
be payadle for a period (I.Iuring which the man has been reported ‘ missing”
a,ng a family allowance has been paid for him under the provisions of
Article 11 of the Act of October 6, 1917,
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Sec. 208. That no compensation shall be payable for death inflicted
as a lawful punishment for crime or military offense except when inflicted
by the enemy. A dismissal or discharge by sentence of court-martial
from the service shall bar and terminate all right to any compensation
wunder the provisions to this title for the period of service from whach
such discharge is given.

Sec. 209. That no compensation shall be payable and that (except
as provided by subdivision (10) of section 202 ﬁereqf ) no treatment shall
be furnished unless a claim therefor be filed in case of disability within
five years after discharge or resignation from the service, or, in case of
Jeat;c/ during the service, within five years after such death s officially
recorded in the department under which he may be serving: Provided,
however, That where compensation s payable for death or disability
occurring after discharge or resignation from the service, claim must be
made within five years after such death or the beginning of such disability.

The time herein provided may be extended by the director not to exceed
two years for good cause shown. If at the tvme that any right accrues to
any person under the provisions of this title such person vs a minor, or is
of unsound mind or physically unable to make a clavm, the tvme herein
provided shall not begin to run untal such disability ceases.

Sec. 210. That no compensation shall be payable for any period more
than one year prior to the date of clavm therefor, nor shall increased com-
pensation be awarded to revert back more than siz months prior to the date
of claim llmrezfor. Except in case of fraud participated in by the bene-
ficiary, no reduction in compensation shall be made retroactive.

Sec. 211. Compensation because of disability or death of members of
the Army Nurse Corpe (female) or of the Navy Nurse Corps (female)
shall be in liew of any compensation for such disability or deat% under the
Act entitled ““ An Act to provide compensation for employces of the United
States suffering injuries while in the performance Qfelwir duties, and for
other purposes,” approved September 7, 1916.

Sec. 212. This act s intended to provide a system for the relief of
persons who were disabled, and for the dependents of those who died as @’
result of disability suffered in the military service of the United States
between April 6, 1917, and July 2, 1921. For such disabilities and
deaths no other pension laws or laws providing for gratuities or pay-
ments in the event of death in the service shall be applicable: Provided,
however, That the laws relating to the retirement of persons in the regular
military or naval service shall not be considered to be laws providing for
pensions, graluities, or payments within the meaning of this section:
And provided further, That compensation under this title shall not be
paid while the person s in receipt of active service or retirement pay.
Titles II and IV of this Act shal{ not be applicable to any disability or
resultant death in the service iof such disability occurred as a result of
service prior to Aprl 6, 1917, or after July 2, 1921.

sec. 218. That where any beneficcary of this bureaw suffers or has
sz;j)"ered an njury or an aggravation of an existing injury as the result
of training, hospitalization, or medical or surgical treatment, awarded
to him by the director and not the result of his misconduct, and such
wjury or aggravation of an existing injury results in additional dis-
ability to or the death of such bencficiary, the benefits of this title shall
be awarded in the same manner as though such disabiluty, aggravation,
or death was the result of military service during the World War. The
benefits of this section shall be in liew of the benefits under the et



WORLD WAR VETERANS’ AcCT 16

entitled “An_Act to provide compensation for employees of the United
States suffering injuries while in the performance of their duties, and
for other purposes,” approved Septcmg:zr 7, 1916; and from any pay-
ments due hereunder shall be deducted all amounts paid by any person
other than United States as damages or cumpensation for such vnjury,
aggravation, or death: Provided, That application be made for such
benefits within one year after such injury or aggravation was suffered
or such death occurred or after the pussage of this Act or whichever is
the latest date.
“ Tireg I11.—INSURANCE.

Sec. 300. That in order to give to every commussioned officer and en-
listed man and to every member of the Army Nurse Corps (female) and
of the Nmr'?{ Nurse Corps (female) when employed in active service
under the War Department or Navy Department protection for them-
selves and their dependents, the Unaited States, upon application to the
bureau and without medical examination, shall grant insurance in such
form or forms as is prescribed in section 301 hereof, ayainst the death
or total permanent disability of any such person in any multiple of
3500, and not less than $1,000 or more than $10,000, wpon the payment
of the premiums as hereinafter provided. Such wnsurance must be
applied for within one hundred and twenty days after enlistment or after
entrance into or employment in the active service and before discharge
or resignation.

The insurance shall be payable only to a spouse, child, grandchild,
parent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, brother-in-law or
sister-in-law, or to any or all of them, and also during total and permanent
disability to the injured person.

The United States shall bear the expenses of administration and the
excess mortality and disability cost resulting from the hazards of war.
The premium rates shall be the net rates based upon the American Ez-
perience Table of Mortality and interest at 3% per centum per annum.

Sec. 301. Not later than July 2, 1926, alf term insurance held by
persons who were in ihe military service after April 6, 1917, shall be
converted, without medical examination, wnto such form or forms of
insurance as may be prescribed by requlations and as the insured may
request. Regulations shall provide for the right to convert into ordinary
1/{7%, twenty-payment life, endowment maturing at age sixty-two, and into
other usual forms of insurance, and shall prescribe the time and method
of payment of the premiums thercon, but payments of premivms in ad-
vance shall not be required for periods of more than one month each and
may be deducted from the pay or deposit of the insured or be otherwise
made at his election. :

All term insurance shall cease on July 2, 1926, except when death or
total permanent disability shall have occurred bejore July 2, 1926.

In case where an insured whose yearly renewable term insurance has
matured by reason of total permanent disability is found and declared
to be no longer permanently and totally disabled, and where the insured
is required under regulations to rencw payment of premiums on said
term insurance, and where this contingency s extended beyond the period
during which said yearly renewable term insurance othcirwise must be
converted, there shall be given such insured an additional period of
heo years from the date on which he is required to rencw payment of pre-
miums in which to convert said term insurance as hereinbefore provided.
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The burcau may make provision in the contract for converled insur-
ance for optional settlements, to be selected by the insured, whereby such
msurance may be made payable either in one sum or in installments for
thirty-stx months or more. The bureau may also inclwde in said con-
tract a provision authorizing the beneficiary to eect to receive payment
of the insurance in installments for thirty-six months or more, but only
if the insured has not exercised the right %1' election as hereinbefore
provided,; and cven though the insured may have exercised his right of
election, the said contract may authorize the beneficiary to elect lo receide
such insurance in installments spread over a greater period of time than
that selzeted by the insured.

Sec. 302. Whenever benefits under United States Government bife
msurance (converted insurance) become, or have become, payable because
of total permanent disability of the insured or because of the death of the
insured as a result of disease or injury traceable to the extra hazard of
the military or naval service, as such hazard may be determined by the
director, the lvability shall be borne by the United States, and the director
is hereby authorized and directed to transfer from the military and naval
msurance appropriation to the United States Government life-insurance
Jund a sum which, together. with the reserve of the policy at the time of
maturity by total permanent disability or death, wnll equal the then value
of such benefits.  When a person recetving total permanent disability
benefits under a United States Government gf » policy (converted policy)
recovers from such disability, and is then entitled to continue a reduce
amount ‘of insurance, the dircctor is hereby authorized and directed to
transfer to the military and naval insurance appropriation all of the
loss rescrve to the credit of such policy claim except a sum sufficient to
set up the then required reserve on the reduced amount of the insurance
that may be continued, which sum shall be retained in the United States
Government life<insurance fund for the purpose gf such reserve.

Sec. 308. If no person within the permitted class of beneficiaries
survive the insured, or if before the completion of payments the beneficiary
or beneficiaries shall die and there be no surviving person within said
permitted class, then there shall be paid to the estate of the insured the
present value of the monthly installments thereafter payable under the
provisions of this titlle: Provided, That in cases where the estale of the
wsured would escheat under the laws of the place of his residence the
insurance shall not be paid to the estate of the insured, but shall escheat
to the Unated States and shall be crechited to the United Stutes Government
life-insurance fund or the military and naval insurance appropriation,
as may be proper. This section shall be deemed to be in ef}gct as of
October 6, 1 5;7})6

Sec. 304. In the event that all provisions of the rules and regula-
tions other than the requirements as to the physical condition of the
applicant for insurance have been complied with, an application for
reinstatement, in whole or in part, of Iapsed or canceled yearly
renewable term insurance or United States Government life insurance
(converted insurance) hereafter made may be approved if made within
one year after the passage of this Act or within two years c}ﬂer the date
of lapse or cancellation: Provided, That the applicant’s disability (if
any) s the result of an injury or disease, or of an aggravation thereof,
sufiered or contracted in the active military or naval service during the
World War: Provided further, That the applicant during his lifetime
submits proof satisfactory lo the director s;cowing the service ormgin of
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the disability or aggravation thereof and that the applicant is not totally
and permanently disabled. As a condition, however, to the acceptance
of an afpl/icalfion for the reinstatement of lapsed or canceled yearly
renewable term insurance, where the requiremends as to the physical con-
dition of the applicant have not been complied with, or, for the reinstate-
ment of United States Government life insurance (converted insurance)
in any case, the applicant shall be required to pay all the back monthly
premaums which wounld have become payable if such insurance had not
apsed, together with interest of the rate of 6 per centum per annum,
compounded annually, on each premium from the date said premium s
de Zl;g/ the terms ;){ the policy: Provided further, That no term insurance
shall be reinstated after July 2, 1926.

Sec. 305. Where any person has heretofore allowed his insurance to
lapse while suffering from a compensable disability for which compensa-
tron was not collected and dies or has died, or becomes or has g:come
permanently and totally disabled and at the time of such death or perma-
nent total disability was or is entitled to compensation remaining uncol-
lected, then and in that event so much of his ingurance ag said uncollected
compensation, computed in all cases at the rate provided by section 302
of the War Risk Insurance Act as amended December 24, 1919, would

urchase 1f applied as premiums when due, shall not be considered as
apsed; and the United States Veterans' Bureau 18 hereby authorized and
directed to pay to said soldier, or his beneficiaries as the case may be the
amount of saad insurance less the unpaid premiums and interest thereon
at & per centum per annum compounded annually in installments as
'prom'ged by law.
Sec. 306. The bureau 18 authorized to make provision in accordance
with requlations, whereby the payment of premiums on yearly renew-
able term insurance and United States Government life ansurance (con-
verted insurance) on the due date thereof may be waived and the insurance
may be deemed not to lapse in the cases of the following persons, to wit:
(@) Those who are confined in @ hospital under said bureau for a com-
pensable discbility during the period while they are so confined; (b)
those who are rated as temporarily totally disabled by reason of any injury
or disease entitling them to compensation duiing the period of such total
disability and while they are so rated; (c) those who, while mentally
incompetent and for whom no legal guardian had been or has been ap-
pointed, allowed or may allow their vnsurance to lapse while such rating
18 effective during the period for which they have been or hereafter may
be so rated, or until a quardian has notified the bureau of his qualifica-
tion, but not later than six months after appointment as guardian, the
wawer 1n such cases to be made without application and retroactive
when necessary: Provided, That such relief from payment of premiums
on yearly renewable term insurance on the due date thereot shall be for
Jull calendar months, beginning with the month in which said confirie-
ment to hospital, temporary total disability rating, or in cases of mental
wncompetents for whom no guardian has been appointed with the month
in which such rating or mental incompetency began or begins and end-
ing with that month during the half or major fraction of which the person
w8 confined in hospital is rated as temporarily totully disadled or had
or has no legal guardian while rated as mentally incompetent or until
a guardian has notified the bureau of his qualification, but not later
than six months after appointment "as guardian: Provided furtker,
Vhat oll premivms the payment of which when due s waived as above
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provided shall bear interest at the rate of & per centum per annum, com-
pounded annuvally from the due date of each premium, and if not paid
51/ the insured shall be deducted from the insurance wn any settlement
thereunder or when the same matures either because of permanent tolal
disability or death: And provided further, That in the event any len
or other indebtedness established by this Act exists against any itolicg/‘
of converted tnsurance in excess of the then cash surrender value thereof
at the time of the termination of such policy of converted insurance for
any reason other than by death or total permanent disability the director
s hereby authorized to transfer and pay from the milstary or naval
wmsurance appropriation to the United States Government life insurance
Jund a sum equal to the amount such lien or indebtedness exceeds the
then cash surrender value. ,

See. 807. All such policies of insurance heretofore or hereafter issued
shall be incontestable after the insurance has been in force six months
Jrom the date of issuance or reinstatement, except for fraud or non-
payment of premiums and subject to the provisions of section 23: Pro-
vided, That a letter masled by the bureaw to the insured at his last known
address wnforming him of the invalidity of his insurance shall be deemed
a contest within the meaning of this section: Provided furtler, That
this sectron shall be deemed to be-wn cffect as of April 6, 1917.

Tirre IV.

Sec. 400. That every person who was enlisted. enrolled, drafted,
wnducted, or appointed in the military or naval forces of the United
States, including members of training camps authorized by law and
who, has resigned or has been do'sc'ha.rged[ or furloughed therefrom,
having a disability incurred, increased, or aggravated after April 6,°1917,
and before July 2, 1921, (nthe military or naval service and not the
result of his own willful misconduet, while a member of such forces,
or later developing a disability traceable in the opinion of the director
to service during sarid period with such forces, and not the result of his
own willful misconduct, and who, in the opinion of the director, s in
need of wvocational rehabilitation to overcome the handicap of such
disabality, shall be furnished by the burcau, where vocational rehabili-
tation 1s feasible, such course of vocational rehabilitation as the bureau
shall preseribe and provide: Provided, That nothing in this section shall
operate to terminate any course of vocational training her‘elo{orc pre-
seribed and actually commenced under the Vocational Rehabilitation
Aet as ortginally enacted and subsequently amended where such course
was actually commenced prior to the approval of this Act.

Sec. 401. The burcan shall have the poiwer, and it shall be its duty
until June 30, 1926, to furnish the persons included in section 40N
lwreqf suttable courses of vocational rehabilitation, to be preseribed and
prowded by the burcan: and every person electing to follow such a course
of vocational rehabilitation shall, while following the same, be paid by the
burcaw_monthly or semimonthly as the director may preseribe such sum
as 1n the judgment of the dircetor is necessary for his maintenance and
support and_for the maintenance and_support of persons depending
wpon him, if any: Provided, however, That 1n no event shall the sum so
paid such person while pursuing such course be more than §S0 per
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month for a single man without dependents, or for @ man with dependents
$100 per month plus the folloving family allowvances:

(@) If there s @ wife, but no chald, 816.

(b) If there 1is a wife and one child, $25, with 85 per month addi-
tional for each additional child.

(¢) If there is no wife, bul one child, $10.

() If there is no wife, but two children, $16, with $6 per month
additional for each additional child.

That the bureaw may pay, subject to the conditions and limitations
preseribed by this title, to all bainees underqoing training hereunder,
residing where the cost of maintenance and support is ahove the average
and comparatively high, in L of the monthly payments for maintenance
and support prescribed by this Lile, such sum as in the judgment of the
dircetor is necessary for the trainee's mainienance and support and for
the maintenance and support of persons dependent upon him, if any:
Provided, however, That an no event shall the sum so paid such person
while purswing such course be more than 8100 per month for a single
man without dependents or for a man with dependents $120 per month,
plus the several swms preseribed as family allowances under this section:
Provided further, That payments for the support and maintenance of
persons dependent wpon any trainee of the bureaw as_provided herein
may, in the discretion of the director, be paid either darect to such de-
p(:n(ient or dependents or to the trainee wpon whom they are dependent.

Sec. 402. That wntil June 30, 1926, the courses of vocalional train-
ing provided for under this Aect shall, as far as practicable, and under
such conditions as the director may prescribe, be made available without
cost for instruction for the benefit of any person who is disubled under
circumstances entitling him, after discharge from the military or naval
forces of the United States, to compensation under Title 11 hereof and
who s not included in section 400 ;wreof.

Sec. 408. That no person who has been declared clipble for training
under the provisions of this title, for whom training has been rescribed,
and who has been notified by the bureau to begin training, shall be eligible
to the benefits of thas tatle in the event of his {ﬁlﬂ?[‘l’(’ to commence training
within a reasonable time after notice has heen sent such person by the
bureau: Provided further, That, except when such failure is due, in
the opinion of the director, to physical incapacity, such time shall not
be longer than twelve months after notice shall have been given for persons
declared eligible and notified to begin training: And provided further,
That no training shall be furnished to any person under any of the
provisions of this title unless such person shall actually commence such
travnang on or before June 30, 1929, -

Sec. 404. The test of rehabilitution shall be em ployability, to be  de-
termined by the director. The allowance for maintenance and support
provided by this title shall be payable for two months after the em p%oy-
abiitty of the rehabilitated person is determined, and thereupon all duty
and oblwation of the United Stales toward such person with respect to
his vocational rehabilitation shall cease and determine.

Sec. 405. That vocational training provided by this Act shall be
granted to persons entitled under the provisions of said title only where
application therefor has been made on or prior to June 50, 1923.
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Sec. 406. That no vocational training shall be granted or continued
to any person whatsoever after June 30, 1926, and no training allow-

ance shall thereafter be paid to any person.
Tirre V.- -Prxanries.

See. 500. That payment to any attorney or agend for swch assistance

as may be required an the preparation and execution of the necessary
papers in any application to the burean shall not exceed $10 in any one
case.
Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, contract for,
charge, or receive, or who shall attempt to solicit, contract for, charge,
or receive any fee or compensation, except as herein provided, shall be
quilty of a misdemeanor, and for each and every offense shall be pun-
ashable by a fine of not more than $600 or by imprisonment at hard
labor for mot more than two wyears, or by both such fine and imprison-
ment: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to
professional services required in the prosecution of any action in any
court of law.

Sec. 501. That whoever in any claim for compensation, insurance
or maintenance and swpport allowance, or in any document reqm’reé
by this Act, or by regulation made under this Act, makes any sworn
statement of « material fact knowing 2t to be false, shall be quilly of
perjury and shall be punished by a fine of not more than 85,000 or by
imprisonment for not more than two years, or both.

Sec. 502. That if any person entitled to payment of compensation, or
maintenance and support allowance under this Adt, whose right to such
payment under this Act ceases upon the happening of any contingency
thereafter fraudulently accepts any such payment, he shall be punishe
by a fine of not more than 82,000 or by imprisonment for not more than
one year, or both.

. Sec. 503. That whoever shall obtain or receive any money, check, com-

ensation, or insurance under Titles 11, 111, or IV of this Act without
g)eiaz_q entitled thereto, with intent to defraud the Unated States or any
person n_the malitary or naval forces of the United States, shall be
punished by a fine of not more than $2,000 or by tmprisonment for not
more than one year, or both.

Sec. 504. Any person who shall knowingly make or cause to be made,
or_conspire, combne, wd, or assist in, agree to, arrange for, or in any-
unse procure the making or presentation of a false or fravudulent affidant,
deciaration, certificate, statement, voucher, or paper or writing purport-
ing to be such, concerning any claim or the approval of any czu'm or
compensation or the payment of any money, for himself or for any other
person, under Title 11 hereof, shall forfeit all rights, claims, and benefits
under such Title 11, and in addation to any and all other penalties
imposed by law shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than 81,000 or im-~
prisonment for not_more than one year, or by both such fine and im-
prisonment, for each such offense.
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Trroe Vi— Mrscrrranzgovs Provisions.

Sec. 600. The follounng Acts are here?:y repealed, subject to the
lemitations j)rom'ded in section 602 of this title:

(1) An Act entitled ““ An Act to authorize the establishment of a Bu-
reart of War Risk Insurance in the Treasury Department,” approved
September 2, 1914.

(2) An Act entitlel “ An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘ An Act to
authorize the establishment of a Bureau of War Risk Insurance in the
Zl'realsg}g Department,” approved September 2, 1914,” approved August
11, .

(3) An Act entitled “ An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘ An Act to
authorize the establishment of « Bureau of War Kuisk Insurance n the
Treasury Department,’ approved September 2, 1914,” approved March

3, 1917,
(4) An Act entitled ‘“ An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘ An Act to

authorize the establishment of @ Bureaw of War Risk Insurance in the
Treasury Department,’ approved September 2, 1914, and for other
[)=a1,r£)oses, " approved June 12, 1917.

() An Act entitled “ An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘ An Act to
authorize the establishment of a Bureaw of War Risk Insurance in the
Treasury Department,’ approved September 2, 1914, and for other
purposes,” approved October 6, 1917, saving and excepting from repeal
sections 318 and 314 of Article 111 of said Act.

(6) An Act entitled “An Act to amend the War Risk Insurance
Act,” approved July 11, 1918.

See. 601. That the following Acts are hereby repealea.  The sections o
this codification herewn applicable thereto shall be in force in liew thereof,
subject to the limitations contained in this title.

(1) The War Risk Insurance Act as amended.

(2) The Vocational Rehabilitation Act as amended.

(8) The Act entitled “An Act to establish a Veteransg' Bureaw and to
improve the facilities and service of such bureau, and, further, to amend
and modify the War Risk Insurance Act.”

Sec. 602. The ropeal of the several Acts as provided in sections 600
and 601 hereof s not affect any act done or any right or Lability
acerued, or any suit commenced before the smd repeal, but all such i-ights
and liabilities under said Acts shall continue an may be enforced in the
same manner as if said repeal had not been made; nor shall said repeal
m any manner affect the right to any office or change the term or tenure

thereof.
Sec. 603. All offenses committed and all penalties or forfeiture in-

curred under any law embraced in this codification prior to said repeal
may be prosecuted and punished in the same manner and with the same
cffect as (z)f said rig)eal d not been made. '

Sec. 604. AU Acts of limitation, whether applicable to civnl causes
and proceedings or to the prosecution of offences embraced in this codifica-
tion and covered by said repeal, shall not be affected thereby, but all
suits, proseedings, or prosecutions, whether civil or cryminal, for causes
arising or acts done or committed prior to said repeal, may be com-
menced and prosecuted within the same time as if said repeal had not

been made.
H R—88-1—vol 4——56
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Sec. 605. That if any clause; section, paragraph, or- part of this Act
shall for any reason be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction
to be inwalid, such judgment shall not affect, tmpair, or invalidate the
remainder of this Act but shall be confined in s operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph, or part thereof directly involved in the controversy
an which such judgment has been. rendered.

And the House agree to same. s

‘ Royar O. JoHNSON,

'~ Homer P. SNYDER,
A. L. BuLWINKLE,
Managers on the part of the House.
- Davip A. REep,
ReEDp Smoor,
Davip 1. WaLsn,
Managers on the part of the Senate.



STATEMENT OF THE MANAGERS ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE

The managers on the part of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes on the House amendment to S. 2257, to consolidate,
codify, revise, and reenact the laws affecting the establish-
ment of the United States Veterans’ Bureau and the administration
of the war risk insurance act, as amended, and the vocational rehabili-
tation act, as amended, submit the following written statement, ex-
plaining matters agreed upon by the conference committee and recom-
mended in the text of the conference report:

The Senate bill provides a veterans’ code, and for the codification
of all the laws affecting the United States Veterans’ Bureau, the
administration of the war risk insurance act, as amended, and the
vocational rehabilitation act, as amended. The managers on the
part of the House accepted this codification with the insertion of
many of the provisions of the House amendment.

The managers on the part of the Senate accepted the provision of
the House bi%] providing for the filing with the House and Senato of a
yearly report of the activities of the Veterans’ Bureau. :

The House provisions refusing Veterans’ Bureau aid to conscien-
tious objectors and certain classes of aliens were accepted.

The provisions of the House amendment referring to ex-service
men sugering from tuberculosis, paresis, blindness, or constitutional
lues, were accepted with an amendment.

They accepted the presumptive clauses in the House amendment
so far as tuBerculosis is concerned, but the presumption is made
rebuttable in the cases of other diseases enumerated in the House
amendment. The presumptive clause carried in the House amend-
ment was six years, in the Senate bill five years; the conference
report extends the presumption to January 1, 1925.

The dependency allowance as agreed to by the conferces is $30
per month to widows, $10 per month for the first child, and $6 per
month for each additional child; they accepted. This is an increase
of $5 per month for widows, and at least $1 per month for each addi-
tional child.

The managers on the part of the Senate accepted the House pro-
visions with reference to burial of ex-service men.

The managers on the part of the House accepted the Senate pro-
vision provising for the rating of tubercular Fn,t,.ien.t;s, with the
provision that such rating should not be decreased within n period of
six months, and such patients should be rated as temporarily totally
disabled instead of permanently disabled.

In the cases of men discharged from hospitals in certain tubercular
cases where the disease is not arrested, the compensation is given for
three years on a temporary total instead of a l)ermnnent total basis.

An emergency treatment of veterans is authorized when Govern-
ment facilities are not available.

The Senate accepted the vocational training provision of the Iouse

amendment,
27
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The managers on the part of the House receded from the provision
of the Senate bill making embezzlement by a guardian a Federal
offense, and accepted the Senate amendment authorizing the director
to withhold moneys from a guardian who did not make certain
required reports to the Director of the Veterans' Bureau. «

Rovar C. Jonnson,

Homer P. SNYDER,

A. L. BULWINKLE,
Managers on the part of the House,

o



