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TARIFF TREATMENT OF ISTLE OR TAMPICO FIBER

Auousr 12, 1957.--Ordered to be priced

Mr. Byrl, from the Committee on Finance, submitted tlhe following

RE P O R T

[To accompany II. R. 70960

Tlhe Conmittco oni Finance to whiom wnns referred thel bill (II. R.
7096) to nmendI paragraphs 1684 of tlhe 'Tarill' Act of 1930 with respect
to istle or Tamllpico fiber, having consi(lered tlhe same, report favorably
thereon with aenlleIdmllents anlld recommend that tlle bill as amended
do piss.

EXPI',LANATION OF COMMIl'TTEIE AMENI)M 'NTS

Thle I-louse bill would have made permanent the free importation of
istle or Tampico fiber. The' Finance Committee adopted an aimend-
ment limiting such free imporltntion to a period of 3 'enrs as a testing
period and to provide for future congressional scrutiny. The 3-year
limitation was adopted withoiout prejudice in casei future extensions
are deemed advisable. rlThe bill was also amenn ded to provide for tlhe
free importation of a beta-ray spectrometer for the use of Stanford
University in tlhe field of research.
The committee felt thlat, inasmuch as tlhe stludy and( researchll

of ult.rashort rays is valuable to the health and( scientific advalnce-
ment of the country as a whole, and inasmuch as at least a part of this
research is provided for by grants and cnibtonbutons tlint free importa-
tion might l)e provided for in this case. At the same time ii should
he understood that the very few instances where import (uties lave
been waived by special legislation should not 1)e interpreted as a
pattern that will necessarily be followed in thle future. The coll-
rmittee will study the merits of each individual case and does not feel
that any precedent is being established bytthis amendl ent.l.

GENERAL STATE ENT

The purpose of IH. R. 7096, as reported, is to transfer dressed or
manufactured istle or Tamnpico from the dutiable to the free list of the
Tariff Act of 1930.
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Ist,l or Tanmiico r is ivefiromis erieve rfroal species of the ngavo
plant which is inlligenous to Mexico. It is olne of the best known and
most widely used of all vegetnli 1) 1rusill fil)(rs. Its principal Iuse in
thle lUnitled States is in the mannufacture of brushes. There is no
domestic prodlucti'ii of the ra1 Ifilb(r in tlhe Untited States and recently
there lins )bcni oilIy inllsigiii(icanlt l)rOductioll Ihere of tlie dressed
product, from inl)loi'te(d raw fiber.

Istle or 'ampilico fiber, not dressed or ianufa(ctured iln any manner,
is specifically enumeratltdl in paragraph 1684 of tllc freely list of the

ariff Act, of 1 930. Impor ts of (dressed ist le fiber arne classified under
a "(,atclall" Ip)rov isionl for "1'Arti les anllufa(ctureld, ill whole or in
part, not specifically provided for" (par. 1558), and are (dutial)el at
thle rate of 20 percent, ad valorem. lPursuallt to a trade agreement
witll Nlexico, tlle rate of duty was redliced to 10 percent a(l valorem,
effecc(ive Jalnunlary 30, 19!13,1Ilut the rate reverted to 20 pl(ercelt, upon
termillation of tllle tra(l(e agr(,('enlI1t oil Jan1ua r 1, 1951.

''The Tariff Comnmi ssioi has re )olted( that, imports of dressed istlo
Nav(eraged 0 million pollnds anlnulally durtinig the 8 years (19413-50) the
trade algr(eemen(l t w\\l illn (flct. Ill the 6-year period(, 1951-56, since
the trade agreelmeit was te(rmlinlrated, iml)orts of thle ldresse(l fiber
averag((ed 6.4 million p)oul(ls per year.

'IThe Tarill Commllnlission states furllher that good grades of the raw
filber arcn in short sup)i)ly. The brush iusry a dimporst igi interests
have informed( members of (Congress that prices of the dressed fiber
have risen will resultlling increases in thle cost of production and in
the( prices of the finished )rodctlts.

Favorable reports on II. 1t. 709)6 were made by the l)eplarltments
of S,;atee, ''Treasu ry,C(.'onlerce, nld(] Agriculture in addition to informa-
tive rel)orts fronl thle Iabolr D)epartmelt, and the'l'ariff Commission.

In view of tlie fncl t thlt tle raw fbler is l)reselIl ly on the free list,
that tllre is no significant (lonlestic production of dressed fiber , that
such filers are in sort, supply with consequelnit iricrease.s in their
prices, an(l tlint a removal of tllc 1re(sent dlity on dresse(l fibers of 20
percenlit ad valolreol would reduce thle bilurdenl of these higher prices
on (lonlestic users of such fibers, enactment of II . . 7096 is recom-
mended.

CIHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

Inr coml)lianne withl subsection 4 of rule XXIX of tlhe Standing
Rules of tlhe Seinate, clhainges in existing law made by th.he bill, as

relortedl, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted
is enclosed in black brackets, new Ilatter is printe inl italics, existing
law in w\lichllno chaln.lge is proposed is sllown in romanl:

)PAIAGIiAPHI 1684 OF SECTION 201 OF Tr1IE 'I'TARIFF AcT OF 1930

TITLE' II-FREE LIST

Section 201. That on nnd after tlhe day following tlie passage of
this Act, except ns otherwise specially p)rovidled for in this Act, tlie
articles mentioned in the following paragraphs, when imported into
the United States or into any of its possessions (except thie Virgin
Islands, American Samoa, Wake Island, Midway Islands, Kingman
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TARIFF 'I'TEATIMENT OF ISTLE OR TAMPICO FIBER

Reef, Johnston Islandt , and tlle island of Guam), shall be exempt from
duty:

Par. 1G84. (a) Grasses and fibers: IIceequien, sisal, manila, jute,
jute l)utts, kapok, [istle or Tampico fiber,] New Zealalnd fiber, suin,
maguey, ramic or China grass, rafnia, pullu, and all otiler textile grasses
or fibrous vegetable substances, not dresse(l or manufactured in any
manner, and not specially provided for.

(b) Istle or Tampico fiber, whether or not dressed or manufactured.
0
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