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MONDAY, MAY 29, 1023

UNrikn SeATES SENATE,
Serconmtrrer oF ComMrrren ox FINANCE,
Washington, D. (',

The subcommitice met purmuant o call gt 230 o'clock o my, in the committee
room, Capitol, Scnator .\h-&mn of Connecticut presiding,

Present: Senators Melean (chairman), Cuartis, Sivherland.

Pregent, also, Senator MeNary, of Oregon, Congressmen Sinnott, of Oregon, Smith of
Idaho, and White of Katwas.

Senator McLean. Mr. Mondell, you are interested, 1 helieve, in Title 8 of H. R,
10874, the bonus bill, so called, which reads as follows: ‘

JH. R, 10874, Rixty-seventh Congress, second seysion )
AN ACT To provide adjusted compensation for veterans of the World War, und {or other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives of the United Stales of America
tn Congress assembled,
* L] L] L3 * * #*

Trree VII.-~LAND SEETLEMENT.
NATIONAL VETERANS' SETTLEMENT BOARD,

Skc. 801, (a? There is hereby established & hoard to be known’'as the “ National
Veoteraus' Seitlement Board” (' creinafter in this title called the “board"”) and to he
composed of five members as follows:

(dl{ The Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter in this tide called the “Secretary ),
an

(2) Four members to he appointed by the President by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.

b) No veteran rotired for age or longevity of service from active service in the
military or naval forces shall be eligitle for appointment to, or remain eligible for
membership upon, the hoard. Any vacancy in the office of an appointed member
shall be fllled in the same manner and under the same limitations as in the case of the
original appointment.

¢) The Secrotary shall be the executive and administeative oflicer to carry out
the plans and ,lpurpmm adopted by the board under the provisions of Title VI and
of this title. The :nembaera of the board, except the Secretary, shall receive an annual
ealary of 87,600, Of the members appointed to the hoard 1n the first instance, one
shall be appointed for a term of two years, one for thres years, one for fuur years, and
one for five years. Their successors shall hold offico for terms of five yoears; except
that any member appointed to fill a vacaney shall be appointed only for the unex-
pired torra of the member whom he succeeds,

BHTABIISHMFNT OF PROJECTS,

Bro. 892, The board is hereby anthoriaed to entablish veteran settlement projects
hereinafter in this title called ‘‘projects”) for the reclamation and seitloment of lands
y means of irrigation, drainage, or other manner or method of development and
improvement thereof, {ncluding the building of necessary public rads within the
projects. Projocts shall be selected by the board with a view t6 the development of
ggm mt;re projacts in each of the several States where Lhe eatablishment of & project
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2 SOLDIERS’ ADJUSTED COMPENSATION,

See, 803, (a) The board may by gift, purchase, deed in trust, or otherwise neqgoire
fenda wnitable for any project; hut no project shall be tinally selected, and no lands:
shall be acquived by purchaso, unlvas the price and other conditions of aequisition
have heen submitted to and approved by (‘) the governor of the State in which the
lands are lovated, (2) as to price only, a laud bank appraiser to he designated by the
Federal Farm Loan Board, und (3 the bourd, 1€ Jw povernor of the NMate fails to
signify hiy avpruval or disapproval within such time as the board by regulation shall
determine, the land commissioner, or if there is in the State no oficial of such title,
then the agency which under the laws of the State is authorized to perform the fune-
tions ordinarily exercised by a land commimioner, may act in lien of the governor

(I T case any project includes privately owned land, uo copatruetion work shall

be commenced npon the project untit the ownens of wll wuch land in the project have
vach conveyed oragrewd to conyey to the United States title to all tand owned by him
in excess of 4 farm unit ss established for thejproject under the provisions of wection
KOG, .
() The Seeretary (3) may withdraw from location, eale, settlement, entry, or other
disposition and place under the control of the board sueh mnappropriated public
lands as he deems necesary for any project, and (2, shall restore to |mh’liv entry lands.
eo withdrawn, if subsequently the h(mn{ finds that such lands are not so required.

(d) The board may in its dizeretion contract with any irrigation or drainsge distriet
or other public corpoeration onganized under the lawe of the State in which the proj-
ect is located 10 establish, develop, improve, and otherwiee cosperate (in accordunce
with the provisions of thix title) in the exceution of, and the administration of the
atfairs of, &any project compriring only the lands of such distriet or corporation.

COOFERATION WITH FEDERAL AND BTATE AGENCIEH,

Ree. 804, The board may, in executing the provisions of this title—-

(a) Make use of, cooperate with, and allot moneyr appropriated for its use to, any
existing agency of the Federal Government which agrees to act as the agent of the
board,  Such agency is hereby authorized, within the limits of the moneys allotted
it and under the direction of the hoard, to perforin work in connection with any

roject.
P (b) Whenever a State provides funds to be expended by the hoard in the estab-
lishment, development, and improvement of any project within the State, the bhoard
may contract with the State, or any agency thercof designated hy the governor, to
cooperate with the hoard, to such extent as the hoard deeins advisable, in the work
in connection with the project. The board may further establish a branch office in
the State to adminisier matters arising in connection with projects in the State,

-(c) Whenever a State providea not less than 25 per centum of the amount of the
funds which are, in the opinion of the board, neccssary to be expended by it in the
establishment, development, and improvement of any project within'the State, the
board shall authorize the State, or any agency thereof designated by the governor,
to undertake, subject to the general supervigion of the board, (1) the selection, acqui-
gition, and subdivision of lands for, and the improvement of farwa within, any project,
and (2) the development thereof after the project is open to settioment.

KEC. 805, So {ar as practicable, veterans shall be employed and their services util-
ized in the administrative and field work necesary to the establishment and devel-
opment of anygproject by the board and all Federal sgencies covperating therewith.
All contracts or other agreements of the hoard with suy cooperating State or agency
thereof shall contain a like stipulation. At the carlicat practicable date esch veteran
80 c-m!)loyed upon a project shall be allowed to select and shall be allotted, as herein-
after in this title provided, a farm unit upon which he may construct & dwelling
and make othier improvements, .

ALLOTMENT AND BALE OF LANDS,

Sec. 568, (a) The hoard shall establish for each project or portion thereof (1) farm
units of an acreage sufficient, in the oninion of the board, for cultivation by and the
support of a family, and (2) farm worker's units of o small acreage sufficient, in the
opinlon of the board, for part-time cultivation by a {arm worker's family. ‘

(b) The board may set apar. and reserve tracts within any project for use fiee from
all for comxmunity and other public purposes, bus the title to mich lands shall
remain in the United States. Whenever any such tract fails to be used for the
for which it wae set apart and reserved, the board shall, niter due notice and g,
declare the tract forfeited to the United Btates. Such tract ehall thereupon rewmne

it original atatus.
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(¢) The board may estublish town sitws within any project and develop and sell
lots therein, to vetarnun and repatrintes only, under such regulations aud upon such
torms as it shall prescribe.

Hee. 807, (a) When used in this title, the term Crepatyaate” inclodes (D any citizen
of the United States who haa served with the ailitary or unval forces of any mation
allied arainst the German Goverunent or 118 allies without loss of vitizuns(iip. and
() nny formeor citizen of the United States who har so setved with lesd of sueh cltives-
whip hut has sitee been repatrigted; except that such term shaldl notinelude a veteran
or any individual who wae soparated from sueh forees under other than honorable
conditions,

(h) Whenever in the opinion of the board farm nnite or farm workers' units within
any project ore available for rettement, the board shall give public notice and
deseription thereof, together with a statement of the constriiction eharges and other
conditions incident thoyeto, and shall mail individusl notices to any veteran whooe
nae has been eertitied to the beard nnder the provisions of section 303, 'The hoard
shall ullot 4 farm unit or 4 frm worker' unit to any such veteran or repatsinte who
applies therefor in snch nunner as the board shall by regulation preseribe. Ae between
applicants, preference in making allotments shidl be given, first, to a veteran who has
been employed upon and who has rendered substantial service in the development of
any project; amd, second. o a veteran or repatrinte, who, in the opinton of the boaid,
is least likely to fail in his enterprise or to cause the United Stawes loss,

(¢} The board shll allot farm units, farm workers” unitg, and wwn lots to veterans
und repatriates only.

See, 808, (a) The cost of construction, including the purchase price of auy lends
acquired for the project, but excluding administrative expenses aud the eapenres of
maintaining general oflicen and oxercising general supervision over projects, shall be
apportioned equitably among the farm units, farta worhors’ unity, town lots, and other
tracts within the project in proportion to the selling value of cach unig, lot, or tract;
aud the total sale price of n{l lands within the project shull be fixed with a view oi
repaying the total of such construction cost of the projm:t.

(b) Each allotice of a farm unit or farm worker's unit shall pay to the board such
price as the hoard shall fix for the unit in pursuance of the provisions of eubdivision (w)
of this section; except that in case the allottes in a veteran there shall be deducted from
such price the amount of his adjusted eorvice credit.

(c) A veteran or repatriate may at his option, in licu of payment in full at the time
of entry, pay ull balances due upon the purchase price for his unit upon an amortiza-
tion plan by means of a fixed number of annual inatallments sutlicient to cover (1)
interest on the uupaid principal at the rate of H per cont per snnum, and (2) such
amount of the principal as wiﬁ extinguish the debt within an agreed period not ex-
ceeding twenty-five years from the making of the contraet of purchase. In the case
of a veteran, the installmenta rhall be so arranged that he will not be required to pay
any installment until two years aiter the making of the contract of purchase. Tho
board may in its discretion, whenever it is of the opinion that any omergency hus
caused default in the payment of any installinent of the veteran or repatriate, post-
poue the payment of such installment until such date as it deems expedient.  Such
postponed payments shall continue to bear intevest on the unpaid principal at the rate
of b per cent per annum from the date of the contract of purchase.  The board shall
make such regulations a4 to residence upon, and use or cultivation of, units by a vet-
eran or repatniste, 48 in the opinion of the board will carry out the purpose of making
the unit his permanent home,

Sec. 809, A patent or deed, a8 the case demunds, shall immedintely he issued to
8 purchaser who has paid the full price for his unit, and may be isued at sny time
rmore than five years after the date of purchase to any purchaser under the amortiza-
tion plan who has met all paymoents then due from him to the board and has observed
all conditions prescribed by regulations issued under the provisivna of subdivision
(¢) of section 808, Each such patent or deed shall oxpressly reserve to the United
States a prior lien on the land patented or deeded, superior t all other liens, claims,
g:);i%mudn whatsoever, for the repayment of all sume due or to hecome due to the

rd. '

e, 810, ;o) If the veteran dies after making application in accordance with the
provisione of seciion 302 for land selilement aid and before having entered into a
contract of purchass under section 808, the amount of his adjusted service credit
ahall be paid by the hoard to his estate, but no such payment shall he made if the
vetemn bas bees sepanatod from the military or naval lorces under other than honorable
cmdlt.{m or discharged therefrom on account of his alienage.

(b;l { the veterat or repstriate dios, previous to the comrlotiou of his contract of
purchase, the successor by law to his fnwm in the land, if & widow ot heir at law,
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may assume the contrmet of purchuse,  $ the suceessor iv other than & widow or heir
at law, the balance due the boand under the contmct of purchase shall be due imme-
dintely wind ’hidl bee puid the bourd within ruch time aiter the denth of the veteran
a2 the board shadl by regulation preseribe,

Sees 811, No lands within any projeet shall in any tvent become lighle 1o the
ratisfaction of any debt contrueted prior to the ssue of the deed or patent therefor,
No trans{er, assigvecent, morigage, or lease of the inferest of any purchaser of a unit
shall, nnlesd approved by the board, be valid previous to the frsue of the deed or
padent for the {und, or within hve years after the date of purchase,

Seo A1 Prior to the e of a deed or patent, as the ease may e, for any unit, lot,
or truct within a project, such unit. lot, or traet shall he subjeet to taxation by any
State, o political subdivision thereof, but only upon the apprais«d value of the
awner's intereat in the land and improvements thereon. i the owner fails to pay any
sich tax or assesatient, the hoard s anthorized to pay such tax or aseesament and to
inchude the amount of the prrment, together with interest and penaltios at the rate
wovided by law for delinguent fuxesin the State in which the fand is located, in the
installments payable under the contraet of purchase.

Sres 81 Upon the defanlt of any paviment due to the beard under, or upon the
violation of, the provisions of subdivision (¢) of geetion 80X, or of seetion 810, 811, or
812, the interest of the purchager in the unitshall revert to the United States free of all
enenmbrances, but subject to the right of the defanlting debtor, or any wortgages,
lien holder, judgment creditor, or subxequent purchaser, to redeem the Iand, within
one year after the hoard gives notice of such default, by payment of all moneys due
with interest nt % ner contim per annum from the date of default, and coste,  'The
board, at ita option, may caure the land to he sold at any time after such failure to
redeem. From the proceeds of the sale the board shall retain all moneys due, with
interest as provided, and coste.  ‘The balence of the proceeds, if any, shall be the
property of the defanlting debtor or his ascignee.  In the case of sale after failure to
re 'zem under thia section, the hoard is authorized to bid in such land at not more
than the amount in defanlt, including intercat and couts,

Skc, 814, In case a vetoran has entered upon land reclaimed under the reclamation
law, the hoard shall, wpon application of the veteran, pay to the reclamaiion fund the
amount of the adjunmlwrvmo credit of the veteran, and the Secretary of the Interior
shall thereupon eredit such sum to the amount payable to the fund by the vetoran.

RECEIPIS FROM PROJECTH,

Sec, 815, All monoys received by the hoard as payments in respect to lands within
any project shall be covered into the Treasury of the United States as miscellaneous
receipta; except that from such receipts shall he deducted the amounts required to
make such repayment or reimbursement to any State or designated agency thereof,
or to any district or other public corporation, as is necessary to carry into offect the
provisions of subdivision {d) of section 803 and of subdivisions (b) and (c) ofsection
R0M4.

APPLICABILITY OF RECLAMATION LAW,

KEe, 816, The hoard shall, #o far ug possible, in cxecuting the provistons of this
title, make use of existing agencies in the Department of the Intorior and complﬁ
with the reclamation law in so far as such law is applicable and not incongistent wit
the provisions of this title.  Such reclumation law shall, for the purposes of this title,
be deemed applicable to the reclamation of lands by drainage, or by any other manner
or methud, as well as to reclamation by irrigation.  This section shall not be construed
to give the hoard any control over the disposition of moneys in the reclamation fund.

RFFRCTIVE DATE,

K. 817, Sectiona 802 to 816, hoth inclusive, shall take effect on January 1, 1923.
Senator MclLeax, You may proceed.

STATEMENT OF HON. FRANK W. MONDELL, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE JTATE OF WYOMING.

Mr, MonprEL, Mr, Chairman and gentlemen, 1 wish to tHank you for the oppor-
tunity of appearing before you to urge the adoption of a reclamation land settlement,
and farm-home development provision on the adjusted compensation bill, or, as it is
known, the bonus bill,
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The very carliest proposal of aid and assistance to the returnping soldier, not only
the soldier who may have been somewhat injured, hut the soldier who came homo
well wnd Juarty, wan aloig the Jine of assistance to cosble hin to secure a home on
the land,  Many of those men are without any considerable means. and we all know
that it is difticult for a man starting without gome savings to aceguive ownership und
proprictomship of an improved, developed fanm home,

Our prople from the very beginning of our history, or our young people at least,
have, in large mensuye, obtgined theiv homes on fasms by geing upon the raw lands and
developing them. By o doing thiy Twse been enabled by their own eitorts und their
own labor 1o add to the fands the nuprovements necesary 1o make thein preduetive,
They have, by reason of their productive venidence upon the lnuds and the improve-
ments mnde wpon the lands um‘ in the compmuity by themnsedves und their IIl'is,’\IhnlN,
becoine the beneficiavies of the increasing inerement of vadne ot came with develap-
ment; and by seewring lunds in their more or Tess taw state and aiding in their dee
velopient, men have heen able to secure valuable fain hones who wonld have
found it ditficult to secire such homes had they, without previoussayings, attompted
to wecure them through purchase,

Our returning soldiers, from the very bheginning of the Governwment, have tumed
their fuces toward the fanns, toward the new lands, the raw lands,

1t was the soldiers of the Revolntionary War who very Inrgely blazed the way, or
at least hroadened the trails and rowds across the Alleghenics, who gettled the country
along the Ohio. [t was the soldiers of the Civil War who largely sottled and developed
the prairie States,

We have reached a point now where those opportunities no longer exint. The
area of ireo lands or chieap Junds that can be nde produciive by merely taadig the
sod i practically exbausted. The returning soldier of the World War loohing to &
farm home raust either become a renter, must, as some fow of them have, u\'aifhim_
self of very limited opportunities now offered under irrigation development and on
the unirrigated lands of the West, or he must begin an uphill effort 1o secure & home
by purchasing a farm already partly developed, Tt i very difficult for him 1o do
that, or e¢ven o attempt to (fo it, without some considerable means: and if he does
attempt it without considerable savings he is very likely to fail in his efiorts.

In view of this changed situation, some of us who have had to do with new settle-
ment and development and piouecring the laud for o great many years began imme-
dintely after the close of the war and the sizning of the armistice to consult together
with a view to working ont some plan whereby we might, in a measure, give to the
returning soldier of the World War something like the opportunities that the return-
ing soldiers of other wars have had.

Vith that object in view there wero quite a number of meetings held in the office
of the Secretary of the Interior, Hon. Franklin K. Lane, and elsewhere, and out of
those meetings came a bill which was introduced during the Sixty-sixth Congress as
H. R. 487, to provide employment and rural homes for those who served with the
militery and naval forces, through the reclamation of land. It came to be known as
the soldier settlement act and was sometimes referred to as the Lane-Mondell bl

That bill laid down a broad and comprehensive plan of land development applicable
to practically all scetions of the Union.  Under that bill the lands that were to be
reclaimed for the benefit of the soldier and by the soldiers in the far west would be
reclaimed by irrigation reclamation; in the Southand Northwest- some seetions of the
Northweat--hy a combination of drainage, clearing, and leveling; in the States where
certain areas havo never been fully developed and others once developed have heen
more or less abandoned, by the orderly development and improvement of areas that
have never heen fully and completely dnveln{:ud for agricultural purposes, or for one
reason or another may have been partly o wholly abandoned.

The plan or thought was the entab‘ief»men t throughout the country, for the purpose
of furnshing homes for the soldiers, o' conditions under which communities of soldiers
wonl  Lias e & commoun interest, a common purpose, in the improvement and develop-
ment of a considerable area of land to be divided into farms, each to secure such farm
area a8 might be suited to his capacity as a farmer and might please hisfancy usa land-
owner.

We have seen in the Wast the wonderful benefita of community development, 1
do not mean of comn unal development, but development through individual effort
where everyone in th community has a common stake in making the community
and the arese of the community productive. The community spirit is mtablishe(f.

& single individuai going among well-to-do inrmere on a tract of land which
is niot in jte nal state as alluring as the swrrounding acreage, is likely to become
discotraged by reason of the fuct that he is doing pioneering work while all his neigh-
bors are operating on developed proparties. ore, however, everybody in the

L3
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eommunity is doing pioneering work each enconrages the other g 1o one is hetter
circumataneed than another; all have a common interest in the develepment of the
area and of the community as n whole,

The projecta of development in order to be saecesstul shoidd inclide an are or
acreage suflicient for o considerable community, a community which might guthor
arorml a center abready established, or established 1 new center, a community buge
enough to enable those who participating in the development to have the henetit
of copperative effort ro far as they might desire 10 enpage in soch eoffort,

In the arid West we have such communitios nnder the Recimnation Servies, and
they have heen in the main very suceesaful. Fhe same sort of communizies could
be developed anywher in the Union, There is not a State in the Union outstde of,
posably, two or three peculiarly fortonate States like Kausad, (Hinois, and Jowa,
where there are not very considerable areas producing little or nothing, which conld,
through cooperative effort, be trunsformed into thriving commanities and the laudeq
made fertile and prodoetise,

If the committee had time, ¥ eould vefer to localitios of that sort within 100 10 150
miles of the capital. | visited reveral of them within 100 to 150 miles of this city last
aummer and the smmner before, where, for one reason or another, areas have eithey
never heen well developed, or for reasong that were rather obseure and a little dithe ult
to ligure out, they have been partially abandoned, and where very prosperous and
splendid communities conld be bhuilt up.

It was the purpose of this soldier settlement bill 1o do a constructive thing for the
country and for the soldier. “The Bill in question was reported by the Committee on
the Publie Landsof the House of Representatves on Angust 1, 1919, and remained on the
calendar of the House during the remaindor of that Congreas.  § was veiy unaious (o
have it hrought up. bat at that time the srgnment was made that we might want to
do other things for the soldier and that this wight be made 2 part of the general plan
on behalf of the soldier and that, therefore, it would not be wise to consider the matter
a4 & reparate proposition,

The veport on the soldier settlerent bill was made by Mr. Sinnott, of Oregon.  That
report goes into the matter no intelligently, outlines the situadon to he met. the con-
ditions to he overcome so elearly, the henetits which it ia hoped would acerue so ron-
vincingly, that I shall ask permission to place a portion of that report in the record,
1 &hall not take the time of the committee to read it at this time,

(The extracts from the report referred to are here printed as followa:)

NATIONAL SoLniknt SETTLEMENT ACT.

The committee hae given the most patient and thorough condideration to the matter
of l;rzuuiny n comprehensive eonstructive program in the interest of our returning
soldiers,

Broadly, the problem is how to ahsorh them into our national life on terms that
shall be smatisfactory 1o them and profitable to the Nation,  Speeitically, the problem
ns presented in all of the bills referred to the committes is how to furnish them with
immedinte employment and to open the way to self-sustaining homes on the land,
and how to furnish them with the necessary capital.

There are two considerations to he borne in mind in dealing with the question.
The first is the welfare of the soldier himself, It is incumbent upon Congress to se¢
that 1o man who offered his life to protect the Nation in time of war shall come to
want in time of peace,  Every soldior who needs employment npon being discharged
from the Army should huve employment; and, 8o far as poseible, employment at vome
congenial fask.  Moreover, it wifl he desirable in many instunces to provide the
roldier with a permanent occupation, and this should be of such a nature as to lead
in the dircetion of genvine cconomie independence.  The second consideration to
he observed i, of course, the welfare of the Nation,

The American stock is of the colonizing breed.  Not only the descondants of our
earlivst settlers but even our Intest inimigrants helong to the element which does not
rest content with existing conditions, but constantly seoks to better them by reaching
out to new opportunitios in new lands,  Our greai patrimon& of free public landa has
been the safety valve of the Republic in the past. Lord Macaulay predicted that
when this was gone—'‘then will come the real test of your institutiona,” If there
was any measure of truth in the prediction, the prosent moment carries a challengs
to the genius of American stateemanship, for the free public lands suitable for agri-
culture without irrigation are practically gone, Neverthelees, if the past is any
guide for the present and the future, this ie s challenge which must he sccepted in
order that the Nation shall remain sound and wholesome, and that man's conquest
over the resources of nature shall go on in this and in coming generations.
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It this connection it ix worth while to recall how the veterana of the Revolation
made theiv way through the almost trucklese forests of the Alleghenios and planted the
ceeds of the great civilication we non beliold Lot north and sonth of the Ohio River,
1t is well to recall how the veterans of the Civil War canipleted the occupation and
devalopment of the great region watered by the Mississippi and its tributarics, corrying
their homes and favins to the extreme lmit of the distnet where crops e geaned by
natural rainfull, and to the very threshald of the arid region,

There is another lewon which U ds very important for ux to learn from the pad
The number of veterans who actnally availed themsolves of tand opportuntties at the
elose of former wars wasosmall as compared with the toral number engaged Paen o,
the invitation to go on with the development of natural reources was etiective not
oy i meeting the needs of the di=charged soldier, hut in steady ing the whole fatnie
of industey wnd socioty at the most eniticad periode in our hisory,

As s already heen said, the probleny of how begt o provide for the wetfore of the
returning goldier i= not owr problein alone, but equally thar of all other convnivg,
Tt is interesting to observe that the other great Englishespeaking countrizs Faadand,
Cannda, apd Sustralin wre turning to the land ag a tocans of meeting the need of the
hour.  Bnglad has o density of population equal to that of any American State 1t
last acre of free publie land disappeared conturies ago. And ver England o= finding
roori upon her erowded soil to make more homes and farms for hor zoldier hova, and she
ix backing then in the new adventure with her meney and credit. Cannda and Ause
tralin have adopted moat generouspolicies in this regard, s dully set forrhein the report
of the Recretury of the Intexgor on 11, R, 87,

“w

LYADING PRINCIPLES OF A S8OUND PoLIcy,

In view of the foreroing coneiderations, the commigee has decided shut it is un-
questionubly the:duty of Congresg®o puact tegislation With the least possible delay
which chall make provikion for the wofare of seturning roldicrs, sailore, and marines;
and that such jegizlation should be based on theee prtticiples:

First, The ¢ontinuation 6f gur historbe pudicy of opening the way to work amd homes
on the land for the veterans of'd - '

Second, Ia the absence of any consk

rable arca of publié laid suitable to the pur-
‘ate ownershiy foldowed by such improvement
L fertglizing, dgaising, or inipating. in atder to

By

as may be ngcessary, either by cleads
rendor themg fit for the @E¥e&Qrms offaggeultdive, ¢

Third. The employmént of saldiars e prigticable in all departments of the
work to he Bone on the basis of gugrent wuggm ¢ end () that opportunigies for
rmmln(»mli\i work may be supplfed to those vt nged or desire it, and (h) that the
soldiors mmiﬁuvu opportunity 88 aceamulatd the gmgant of money that will be re-

quired as firgpayment upon property syhsorrtonsty aflotted to them.

Fourth. Thi advance ofsifnited sums of mehiey tothe used by the sottlors in the
construction ofiparinanent improvements, h as hotees, harus, and fences, and of
ather limited sfgns for the purchase oiﬁ'th livewtock snd equipment, always
with a reasonablé ﬁ;xlurgin of secutigy for the Gayernmeng. |, '

Fifth, The subdvision of lundk inte Jots, f?\-workmi’ tracts and favms and the
disposal of such proferty upon such terms ass#hall, in a period of net more than 40
yeard, reimbuire the Gayernment for its entire outlay, with interesg at 4 per cent per
annum, .

Sixth. The provision ofrﬁwmhioﬂuioguurduagahwtslmt-‘ fonin farm allotmenty,
to the end thet permanent homéssalyll be made in good petth.

Reventh. The colonization of soldivr setelsedn gttittps of sufticient size o enable
them to take advautage of every apportunity for economy and eflicieney in the pur-
chaso of supplies and sale of products and for organized social life: also to pernmit them
to receive the full henofit of mmmunit,\ucroate«i values,

Fighth, The abrolute solvency of the entire enterprise, alike from the standpoint
of the Government and the soldier settler, and the authorization of a total expenditure
of not more than 600,000,000, but with actual appropriations made from tinie o time
a9 particular projects shall be rubmitted to Congress by the Secretary of the Interior,

PROVISIONS OP THE BILL.

The present bill has been perfected after consultation with many elements of citi-
zenship, representing many different parts of the United States.  Soldicrs. statesmen,
sociologiats, men of large affalrs, practical farmers, gardeners, livestock men, expe
rienced adminibtratots of the immensely successful Mormon colonization work in
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Utah  xll have haeen consulterd in the hope of evelving a measure thint rhould be
jounded on sound economic prineiples, vot marde sutticiently elustic to tit the widely
varvine conditions which must be dealt with in different parts of the country.

The oripanal iden was to develop projects in every State where feasible opportunitiea
were found, und the fatest reports are (o the effect that such projects \\:I\ be found
in every State,  The ideal project would be one which should offer u snflicient avea
to make posible complete community development and thus to arford the coopera-
tion, asixtance, sneoragement, and stimulia to be found in a well organized com-
munity,  The Hill, however, fixes no minianm unit either for the farm or the projeet.
1t will be entirely feasibie, under the wide diseretion granfed to the Seeretary of tha
Interior, acting in cooperation with State authotities, 1o develop w small number of
contiguons faring,  In this connection it is well worth while to quote the testimony
of Arthur ', Davis, the Director of the United Seates Reclamation Serviee;

SWeknow of an attractive tract in Pennsylvania, and quite a namber in the State
of New York: I Greene Connty, N, Y., there is a tract that 1 had bhetter describe
as beime typical of othera that can probably be found in other parts of the Northeast,
where the gettlement is supposed 10 he rather dense,

“*Not far from Albany, in the Hudson Valtey, is anarea of eighteen to twenty thou-
aund aeres, wlready in farms and with form buildinge. Tho furms are usually from
154 to 400 acres, and most of them re under cubtivation, but the majority ure fanmed
by tenants,  The great najority of the farms in the group 1 speak of wre linted for sale,
and | should say that the majority of the farms that are offered for sale could, at the
time 1 looked, Tast Decembor, be purchased at less than the present valve of the
improvements.”

Seerotary Lane hae also directed attention to opporiunities in the northeastevn
States, as follows: .

“We have the land: we have it in every part of this country, in the North as well as
in the South.  One of the richest parts of the United:States is Aroostook County, Me.
Maine has been deserted in part in her farming regions hecause the boys have had a
lust for the western country that I love, and 1 can not blame them for that; but they
have left good farma there. In Massuchusetts it may surprise you to kndw, perhaps,
that we have one little section of country around Cape Cad where there is some of the
richest land in the United States, and it bas been proved so in the last two or three
years; and in the body of the State they have very considerable quantities of land that
needs to be cared for a little bit--cut-over land that has been deserted, that needs to
he brought into &hapo--that will make good farmn land. The same thing is true in
New York.”

It should be raid that it is not proposed, as some crities have averred, to divert
men from their own States and ask them to settle in ““district swarps and deserts.’’
The idea is to find opportunities of emplovment and homemaking in their own States
and, 8o far a8 practicable, in their own districts, unless they prefer to go elsewhere,
Kince there will he an average fund of something more than $10,000.000 available for
each State, it will ho entirely possible to have many small projects in a given State
provided favorable opportunities are found. It will he poasible also to create industrial
gettlemeonts near centers of population where groupe of soldiers enyaged a8 wage carners
may desire to make homes on very small farms aud perpetuate the heneficient scheme
of war gardens. In a word, the soldier-settlement fund ia designed to assist soldiers
in getting homes under the host conditions, as these shail develop in practical
administration.

Attention should be called to the safeguards which will surround the expenditure
of the large appropriation suthorized in thir bill. The first actusl &pﬁro,[)riatiou
asked for will be verv smali, only sufficient to enable the Secretary of the Interior
to negotiate with various State commissions and onter into preliminary contracts for
the acquisition of the needed lands. Each particular project and contract will then
be submitted to the (ommittee on Appropriations and, if approved, presented for
the action of (ongress. Under this system the danger of serious blunders in_the
selection of projects would be very small indeed. Four different agencies will be
brought into action before & dollar is expended in actual development, viz; Fir
the Secrotary of the Interior, with his well- ui})pﬂd organization for investigstion,
acting in cooperation with the farm loan hoard of the district; second, the guvernom
and their State commissions, who will doubtless cooperate with important civie bodies
in their various States; third, the Committee on l;tfpropmtionn, which must con-
sider and pass upon each contract and project. fourth, both Hotses of Co , who
must sctually vote the appropriation before the money can be expe .

The project having been developed to u point where the lands, by restorstion,
clearing, drainage, or irrigation, or a combination of these, were in fit condition for
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utilization for furming, the area wonld be divided into farme of snitalide size to support
a fuinily, wnd the price tixed on the farms, which in the sgeregate will pay the cost of
the g, dwe price of cach farm to represent, a8 near w10 s posaiie, s dadoe
compmred with the total cost and the value of the other farme,

The soldier who hax worked upon the project will be given the prefesenee in the
solection of farms, snd a payinent of 5 per cent of the value tised 1810 he prid at the
time the farm is allotted, Assmning the averuze value of 35,000 or 36,000 por fann,
thiz would require an initial payment of $250 to =300, & sum which the soldicr could
save inanticipation of the projects during the period of the development of the project,
which would be from one to three years, |

After the fanms have heen nilnm-r%.:M«inmm o is to hegriven the soldier in the making
of hix improvements, the maximun loan provided for thas purpose heine 21,000, and
not in excess of three-fomtis of the cost or value of improvementa, The soldier’s
conteibition to improvements conbd, and undoubtedly in the majoiny of cases wounld,
hein the form nflnllmr. During or in connection with the mukamge of his tmprovements
the soldier conld hy his personal efiorte and work easily contribhute his 25 per cent of
the total cost,

Provisgion s also made for oans to the soldier settler for the purchiase of necesauy
Hve atock and equipment, the masimum of such loans Feing $1,200, or 75 per cont
o the total cost oa necessry live stock and 66 per cont of the coat of ecquipment. Here
again the soldier's obligations under this class of loan could if necewary he met by
Lisindividual efforts.  In fact, while it is assumed that inmany eases the seldier would
have sume savings which he conld utilize in getting s start, it is believed that o man
startine at the heainning.of one of these projects without any capifal conld, throneh
industry and frugality, carn and save (-lumgf,l to meet his initizl and other payments
a8 they hecome due,

APPROVED BY PUBLIC BENTIMENT.

The late President Theadore Roosevelt advocated the soldier settlement poliey. ag
roposed by Secretary Lane, in the last article which he wrote for the press,  President
Q\’i{a{m has urged it upon Congress in two messages,  The governors of 27 States have
appointed commissions to cooperate with the S«-vn-tar{ of the Interior, and alt of chese
commissions have expreased their carnest interest in legislation of this chameter,
One of the strongest indomsements of the bill in its present shape has come fron thy
officers of the Esstern States Agricnitural Industrial Fxposition, which has its heaci-
quarters at Springfield, Mags., but represents 10 Northeadtern States-—the six Staies
of New England and New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware.  This
organization ropresents romo of the strongest huriness interests in the country. who
have inaugurated great plans looking to the systematic renewal and restoration of o
prosperoun agriculiure throughout the northeastern part of the United States.  They
ave discovered the very intimate relationship vetween industrial and agrienltwal
prosperity and find that the existing condition under which, in the State of Masea-
ehusetts, for example, 92.8 of their entire population lives in citiey, a very serious
menace to their welfare, They are sceking, through the instrumentality of a per-
manent exposition at Sprin liel’d, to demoustrate that farming can e made a ]:ai'iug
busineesand that it is possible to create more attractive conditions of vural life,  These
entlemen have discovered that their work vxactly parallels the policy embodied in
tha soldier snttlement plan and have come to believe thar the soldier will do as great
& work for his country at home a8 he did abroad, while at the same time achieving an
independence for himaelf, Hence they are urging the support of the measure by all
the members from their 10 Statea. .

DOES THE SOLDIER WANT IT?

The most vital question that can be ssked in regard to this policy is this: Does
the soldier want it? The answer is: /le doer. The American Legion has officially
indorsed the bill after a carefnl consideration of it8 provisions, Uy to the present
writing 112,088 soldiers have made formal apgliaaﬁon for opportunities of emplay-
ment and kome getting under the torms of this bill. T:ie number, which is increasing
every day, ranged all the way trom 8,752 in Illinois '+ 40 in Delaware, |

The maoet impressive evidenve in reapect to the scldisre is contained in lotters from
comn com with the American Expeditionary Forces in Germany. Maj.
Gen. Mark L, Hersey, tor example, in command of the Fourth Division, American
Bxped Forces, was W' among others, by Secretary Lane, to nscertain
the fesliog of hismwen, He that he went into the matter *‘with u view to deter-

-~
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mining in actual figures the number of men in this division that would not anly he
interested in farming, but jnterested with sutficient definiteness 1o take up the work
should the plan be put into eltect.”  He reports in detail upon cach regimont, the
net result being as follows;

* Prosant strength, officers and enlisted moen, 23363,

SNusber intorested in soldier settiement plan, 4,000,

General Hersey expresses his own opinion us follows:

“The men who are returning to Smeriea from the Furopean battle fields have givou
to their country the hest they huve.  They have paid their debt to Ameriea; not in
full, perhaps, but in full up to the present time. li is up o the United Statens to take
care of them; to exercise aver them a proper degree of paternalism: to ke them
feel that what they have given up in order to come to the war will he made good by
the Government,  Thexse mon are coming with w higher respeet for American insti-
tutions and for constitated authority than they ever had hefore.  They are thoronghly
good citizens who need only the ties that bind them to the land, that give them a sense
of proprietorship in the soil, that impel cach man to establish his own home and to
rear his own family. Al these your proposed plan should furnish. | am heartily in
favor of it. T hope vou may push it to a sncessful conclusion. Roveoral of the
division statf oflicers have received letters similar to the one that was sent to me. [
micht say that this letter voices their seatiments as well as my own.””

Mr. Moxpent, Rowe time after thissoldier settlement bitl wad reported in the Sixty-
sixth Congress there was o very insintent demand in the House of Representatives for
the pasage of an adjusted compensation aet, nnd a great many hills were introduced -
T think as many a¢ G0 proposing bonuses or compenaation for the soldicrs of the Waorld
War in one wav Sranothor.  Finally, in order to secure saction, these bills were referred
to the Committee on Ways and Means, and the Committee on Waye and Means of
the House called on the legislative committee of the American Tegion for such sug-
gestions av it cared 1o make touching the proposition of soldiers’ 7)0!ms or adjusted
compensation.  After a number of meetings hetween the representatives of the {v ion
und nwembers of the Waya and Means Comnmniittee, the legion presented to the Ways
aud Means Committee their recommendations in the form of a bill which they referred
to ag the “fourfold plan.”

The first feature of ihe bill thus presented by the American Legion to the Congress
wad the soldier sottlement plan to which [ have just referred.  You undemtand that
this was a proposal made by the legislative commitiee of the legion after a meeting
of the legion, st which this committer way appointed and at which meeting the gen-
eral view of the legion with regard to adjusted compensation was expressed.  Not
only was this soldier settlement plan a part of the fourfold plan of the American
Legion. but it was the first feature of the fourfold plan; in other words, it was the
tirst proposition ever presented officially to the Congress b{ an organized body of sol-
diers of the World War esking for legislation in their behali,

After the presentation of this fourfold plan many legion ex-soldiers were heard,
and amony l‘mu members of the leridlative committee of the legion, representutives
of other orzanizutions of veterans, and ex-soldiers appearing as individuals.  Every.
one of those so appearing asked to have a moldier settlement plan made a part of the
aid and asststance which it was proposed to render to the soldiers. In addition to
that, representatives of the American Federation of Labor und representatives of
the Chamber of Cominerce of the United States appeured before the committee urnzing
the reclamation plan, At that first hearing there was more urging of the reclama-
tion plan than of any one of the features of the fourfold plan save the cash bhonus,
In addition to that many who were opposed to the cash bonus and, in fact, to several
of the other features of the bonus bill, favored this development festure.

Naturally, there was no question about the measure heing made 2 part of the honus
bill, and the bill was reported to and paased the House by a large majority, carryiug
as one of its features the roldier settlement plan as it had been reported by the Com-
mittee on the Public Lands, with some modifications which did oot wmaterislly
affect its scope, plan, or purpose,

That hill was not considered in the Senste. FEarly in the present Congrees the
('ommittee on Ways and Means took up the guestion of sdjusted compensation or
honus. Moat of you gentlemen are familiar with the dificulties tha were encountered
in arriving ot a satisfactory agreement or compromise touching thet legislation. Con-
ditions in the country had changed quite materislly between the m of the
original bonus bill in Jw Sixty-sixth Congres and the sgitation of the bonus messure

in the sixty-seventh (‘ongress. People were not s fluch ws hud been, ¢
‘ were gm,tin% back to normal, the weight of taxes was being felt to i greater extont,
profits and incomes had dwindled somewhst, and whereas there wie 1o very exten-
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#ive or organiamd ny;hmitiun to the adjusted compensatiun bill in the Sixty-sixth
Congrran, thore hun developed, ar did develop, a very commiderabilo mdy eion matiment.
and opinion when the matter was taken up by the prosent Congress. Bt the extra-
ordinary thing about that,'us affecting the matter we have now under consideration,
i that tnany of thoee who were most pronounced agninst the bonus as a general prop-
onition, particularly agaiuat the cash bonua and even agsiust the proposad for the
iwurnee of ingurapee cortificates that might be cashe. were strongly in fuvor of o
provision of reclamation land dv\'(-ln,mwm for the soldier.

The Charaber of Commerce of the United States early 5: (e present year soni out a
referendum, known as Referendum No. 38 on legisdation for veterann of the World
War.  Four questions wrere submitied:

First. Do yvou fuvor a natisnal system of ree’zmation to be inttinted through wde-
qQuate Federal appropriation and te be earried out for the purpese of offéring ex-
service men apportunity to cultivate the wil?

Nevond, Do vou favor national legislarion awd appropriations to enable exeservicn
men to build homen?

Third. Do you favor national legislation snd approprintions to enable ex-rervico
men to obtain vocational edueation?

Fonrth. Do you favor national legislation for a general bonus, whether paid in cash
inmediately or with peyments deferred, through the immgnce of certiiicates?

Now, you gentlemen understand how the chamber of commerce presented its
referendum. 1n order that there shall be uo question but that these gentlemen were
voting intelligently, let me say the arguments pro and con which pertain to 8 national
system of recismation were stated inirly in the referendum. 1 think anyone wio reads
will ray that the two sides of that question were fairly stated, and if either side
was weighted it was the negative rather than the affifimative side.

The answer to that question waa 1,2504 votea favorable to s national system of recla-
mation to be initiated through adequate Federal appropriation and 461 votes against it;
approximately 3 to 1 in favor of this proposition. This remarkable vote in favor o
reclamation in connection with the bonus bill is particularly appreciated when wo
notice the votes on the other features of the homm‘l)ﬁll.

The vote on the second question, *' Do you favor national legislation and appropria-
tions to enable ex-service men to bnild homea?’’  was 1,023 favorable to 877 against.
The majority was very much less than in the reclamation case,

“Do you lavor national legislation and appropriations to enable ex-service men to
ohtain vocational education?”

That was favorably responded to.

“Da you favor national legistation for a general bonus, whether paid in cash im-
mediately or with payments dofetred, through the use of certiticates?” brought out a
vate of 467 in favor to 1,231 in oppostion.

8o that this organization which put itself on record as against what many have con-
sidered the more important or more popular portion of the bonus bill, the portion that
has been most criticized, 18 on record more than 3 to | in favor of a reclamation plan
on the honus bill, .

11 I had time | would be very glad to give the vote by States. 1f [ may, 1 shall put
some of the votes by States in the record because we must remember these votes go
out. Men read the argnments pro and con; they sent in their votes; they couso from
#ll over the Union; and they reflect very clearly tKe opinion of the hankers, the business
man, and the manufacturer,

Senator SUTHERLAND, Are these votes by organizations or votes by individual
members?

Mr. MonpeLL. The vote is by organizations, I believe.

Senator McLeaN, Of courss, it is opposed to any bonus at all, I would assumo,
frum ite record, as a choice of two evils, it chooses the reclamation plan bectuse it
would coet Jens moneﬁ, l)owibly.

Mr. Monoeis, Well, 1 think that is not just .0 accurate staveinent of the situation,
Senator, if you will allow me, because the Chamber of Commerce of the United States
is favorable to the general proposition of veclamation on behalf of the soldier. They
would not have a cash bonus, but they would have a provision under which there
shall be vocationsl training end under which this land-home op)ortunity shall be
afforded to the soldier. .-

Benator McLzan, Assuming tha: we must do someting for the soldier, we Ineier
this plan to any other, but if we cculd have our m{ we wuidd not do much of any-
thing. I guess that is the way the qosjority of the ‘hamber of Commerce are,

Mr, Mowprrs, Thet may be true, but the vote on this propoeition is overwhelming
snd I think it has been presented vary fuitly, too. Of course, they had plenty of
time in which %o anewer.

N e ki el e
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Lo juan getting o litie shead of my story. 1 will go hack to the point where |
reteried 1o the fret that in this Congress tite Committes on Ways and Means again
ook 1p the question of adjuted compensation. Toey sunin congidered many bills,
They ngain eolled b vepresentatives n¥ the Legion aud of other patriotic erpanizations
wnd orpanizations ob ex-seryice inen,

Aol the epresentatives of the ex-serviee men, without exception- and if 1 had
the time | wonld go through the hearing here in detsil), hut T will not take time to
do that  expreased their destie to have g lund settlement, fand developmeat pro-
vivion, contained i the Bl Fhey seiterated that desite when the question wag
put to theny, as it was in one or two ciees, Do yon insist upon baving l%:in wa i pard
of the B2 Woll, we e ot inasting npenanything, they seeid, but they always
catne hock  wll who appeared  with the statergent that they desired to huve aorecla-
mtion providen iu the bitl, Aaked ascto the chractor of the reclanmtion pros isio,
to he placcd in the Bille they did not in all Gecn pretend o tieist npon details, bt
subed 1ncwch case that they believed that the provedons which had heen in the fornaer
honws bill and wineh wa e hefore the committee, was a satinfuctory one. A any
ride, with vome shivht modifications the land settbement Bl again beemme @ part of
the wdjisted compe-ation Dl and as g part of the sdjosted compensation bidl it
pivod tee Honee by oo vote of meardy hto 1,

I now beiore the Senate Duding the time it s heen bodors the Senate | have
had maney soppe de o e cenvies ween, fgomoepre cntative cof the Meriew Fedea-
Son ot Labor, trom repreosentatin e ol the United Staces Chamber of Commesee, nyang
the vetention ol a l:\m‘ settloneent, Lond developmient gumi- foncin the bitl, 1 o e
hony coanranatagrein af thoa asensbrateae oy oovisted theopembe g st the comnniie,
and talbed with them abowt vt They bhase valked with the chaivuen about it 1w
very conbident. They ove 0l exeeedingdy ugent that el a provision shall be in
the bitt 1 andestand thet there wcome dinpodtion fu the Reaate not to sebain o
Fond - ettbement and Jand veehvmation provemonon the b find it dithewdi to mrler-
staged how anyone deirons of helping ex serviee wen, and putiendarly cnsions
help thems slong the Tines that they themeelves sipee-t wanld be helpial, can oppose
the yetentier in the bl of thet providon which b poced the Honee twice and
which onvinaced with the caserviee men themselves, amd which h heen condine-
wously diged by thewn up (o this hour,

Asto the deniand among ox servieo men for landa, we have abundant evidenee, At
one time there was in the Interior Departinent o Hat, an [ eeeall] of over 100,000 ex-
rervice men who hinlasked to have some Jand settlement, lund dovelopment, provision
miade, and expressing their deaire to patticipate in sacl development.

A openings of durigated Jands, that we have had in the Hnited States sinee the
World K‘-':H, the nnniber of ex-servieo men who have applicd and who have taken the
trotthle to pa long distancis at preat expense to secueo bands has hoen very grest,

Atan opening keld in castern Wyoming about a year wgo there wore, as reeall, over
3,000 exervics mem who applicd at the apening at which there was to be an oppor-
tunity to secure only 86 farie,

At another opening in northern Wyoming a Hitte later, ot ¢ distant point, where the
cost and the inconvenionee of travel wea greut, the number of applications waa abost
pa grread ue on the other cecugion,

Thervin not any douht wbout the desire of the ex-serviee man for an opportunity to
secure farm Lands, snd this gives him that opportunity,

As the members of the chamber of commerce have well said, this is the one frature
of the adjusted componsation bill that not only side the soidior but aids him in a way
that will he peresnently helpful and permanently of value to the country, Itiga

Man to wake Jands which are not now proeductive to any conniderable oxtent productive
in a high deyrew; a plan nnder which the soldior himself may werk out his own salva-
tion; muy secure employment, if he desiros; may apply his compensetion on his pay-
ments; and under which he is to pay back to the Governmert, the amount of the Gov-
ernment’s expenditure less the amount of the bouus which b e applies on that expendi-
ture.

There may be some differences of opinion with regard to the plan in the bill aa it
passed the House.  The plau is one carefully drawn by men with reclamstion
work, sidod by the expsrte of the Reclamstion Borvice, and applicable to almast any
condition and simost any section, Itiss ?emc“m‘ i
of
1 which

tly sound, sane, seoaible provision,

but I do miuﬁumw&iaﬁhomm ‘ ;’;umwmwm mw
thestatute hooke this particalar method ‘mhmﬂmasmxm:mamndp :
of whick will shout we need very

T do want the ensctment W
greatly i the West and whatis ;ﬁuumwh §n other seotions of the country—
oonditions that wre likely o prove succom-

practical, helpful land development u
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ful not only from the stundpoint of the individual bat from the standpointof the com
smpnitv. b should bo poriectly content o havo this committee placo on the honna
L it own form of Yezialution, whatever it may be; the plan the commitiee helioves
bont, whateveritmay be, providing itisa plan which willlead to reclamntion develop-
ment. While my desire s primarily 1o help the soldier, 1 helieve in the policy of
land yeelumation and deve lopraent s aonationsd policy and have long believed i it,
aud Thelieve in Federab aid o behalf of wueh poliey, " T helieve that such apolicy in
hizhly weeful and helpful to the country as a whole.

Of conme, we all vealizo thut vidder any plan o reclamation development that you
may undertake there will he wt feast uoportion of the area that will be wiilized, by
othera than solicny s the aveas to he developed we ceeept for the poblie Taeds now
in poscesion of private individuads iCany he neither wive not helpfal to tahe over gl
im{ivitl\l;ﬂ holding<. Retertion of cortain portions of individual holdings wonld, in
nuany cases, e very properand very proeticad thing, aind that coubd be aecomplivhied
under the hill that i now pavt of the honue B, or by eome moditieation of thiat bl
that the committee mnieht apree to,

The Henste conld precsent the netter in the way it belioves beat and wire o aned 1
contersnee the two Howres conld conse top stintaetony ahjustment of their didferoncea,

vepater Cowes, Soe of the speabiers, My Mondell, Beve complained about v
Bill Lecan e ol the entensive scope of it and the avw il expoe e attached ta it o
you tipgred ont e umount of money that wonld ho veguiied?

My, Moo, B would ol cost o dotlay wnde s the Congae - appnopiinded i,

Fenmtor Cogvng Phat iveo, bar ander the bt would siot Congre s b ander obiliee
G o appropiinne dog e i peeced thisoneeanne?

Mo Moz, Yoo the Comne  wondd b uader obligation (o appopeinie i it
P any ceclunation wessaire, Phis e me, we it appeated onothe onod bl the
firet fime, carried @ timitation, of the total espembitures, and o himitation could e
vheed on it oo,

Senwtor Cvekn Whot was that imitation? 1 livee fogotton,

Mr Mospis, Phat Timitadon was 5350,060,000, Aoy limitation the commitien
might desive to place an the il could be placed on the DL, The smount that wouald
bespent wter any teciomation plan wonkd be the amount that Congressinits wisdom
waw fit to appropriate,

Senutor Cunres, We realize that,

Mr. Masnren, Noomatter what veclunation plan yout adopt, its prininy pusposns
mit be for the benelit of the voldior: it must ot Teast appear to be, and thie'bill is un-
Quistinnably for the soldier, Bt no veelumation bill would have any stunding sny-
where which did not, at least on it fuee, give preference ta the soldier and whieh did
not give to the soldier the heaelit of the first chanee to take the lund that wighi be
deyeloped and opened to eatyy, No bill that did not do that onght to be considered.

Under the national veclamation law band was oviginally opened to all comers, bt no
und now subject toentey or (o nequisition, under the reclumation Jaw, ean be uequtived
by anyhody but ap ex-soldier. Thr ox-soldier hasfict obsiee, and as there are so many
more eCsaldier< thuu thero ave buids, as in the cases that T have referred to, not only
now but for many years to cowe, the ex-soldier would be the man who would wecare
the land.,

Thers is another bill that has heeneportel to the Senate, a rochunation bill, and so
far as T am concerned, if the Seaute thinks that bill ouzht to he placed on the honus
hill instead of this bill, T shull not quarre] with that atall. | want reelamation dovel-
vpment and 1 want it primarily for thesoldier.  1Emust be jor the roldier in any event,
and T um willing to take it in any reasonable form. I have no sptwiﬂllprizlv of epinion.

This particular measure, the bill to which [ have r ferred, i naid by some not to
be quite so wide in its application as the reclamation messure on the bonus bill,
bocause it is said that it does not, or would not, authorize the development of any
iands except those irrigated or thoee drained; but I think a reading of the Smith-
McNa h(m will make it quite clear that under the bill almost any form of develop-
ment thet would bring the ‘amlu into a condition of usefulness, whether it was clearing
eombined with drainage, or drainage combined with irrigation, or irrigation combined
with either or hoth, could be started under that bill. But if our soldier settlement

ovision now on the bonus bill is too broad, it is very casy to amend that, [ do not

k it is. 1 think a reclamation law should be broad. ~ It is very vasy to narrow

Fmﬁauo ou want to.

orator Me :m}:m. Mr. Mondell, 1 recalved a letter last Friday from Mr. Herhert

”{l’l‘t‘-‘k, publisher of the Farm and Home, which 1 acknowledgod and promised to

mbmnit Lo the committes, and I think that inasrmuch as not only you but other gentle-

men hovg ave Interested in this scheme or some similar schente, it might be well to
it to your attention now,
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M. Monosrn, T am intereted in all of them, 7
Senntor Mebran, Yea; and that is why T want to call attention to it now. [t s
duted May 249, 1922,
CT'he Jotter teforred to is ae Tollows?)
SeaNarteeb, Mans, May 26, 102,
Hon, Gronse P, Mebrayn,

The Scnate, Washington, D, (.

Drag Senvaron MeLeax: T ooleorve that vou are on the subvonnnittee to hear
Repreventative Mondell velative to substituting reelunation hill for YJand settlement
feature atrichen out of honts measre by Henate,

O contee you know that ot ithe National Agricalturd Conference in Washington in
Junury after o prolojgged conted in canmiaittec s nd Mter on o flosr that eooat body
voted awnimoidy '

“Phst no public expenditure he enconrased in thie credtion of more fepma untit
present acate copditions fn o agricultanre ot hone and abroad shall huve been fully
sdjusted ™ '

sow i cechunation seheme {o e S35G.000.0000 ox 0 revolving fund dbrectly
viclates the ahove prineiple upon which the farmers of the whole conntyy e well
uirh uninimon:s, (m dao the preteroncey for corviee men in the seclastion biill
Aot to anyihiny

The ehort oo work this Wil inta the boms e aaws Tooka ton mueh hike aodospenate
vifort to alip i over For otherswiee iF e never o cither Senate or Blonee
Favmenand tovpayens simphy will not avand for i,

We hope von will it beswoenpporter of that seheme tnany was, shape, or ninner,
Hoin foaded vith dymaive, Baon b ad

Verv o oinecicely yone,
Voo My,
Preesidcnt and Iadivor in Cla f Farncand How.

Meo Monoirs, May ook ot that, Henata?

Vennton Mo by an, Cortgndy, you iy, “Chat s why ealled attention to it heeaee
Fshionld he plad to e 1rom von about it

Mr. Movoenn, Senator, thiv is s very indereating letior lrom o widely-knovi and
Dighly estermed man. Mreo Myriek has done oo very great and useful work for sapi-
culture, But Fannst sy that Do little purpriced at secing this letter at this time,
There wag o time a year and o hali ago, perhaps, when the comslitionsin the indush y
of agriculture wwre very desperate, They are not altogether satisfactory now; but
they were very desperate then, The prices of all agricaltursd products were either
down t the level of or much below the cost of praduetion.

D thiat conadition of affaive, it was not perhiaps steange that o certain number of people
foyvot bl of the lesson of vur hidtory and dechued {or “eloeed shop ™ in aerieuttuie,
[ think at one tiue there wie guite w litte sentiment in some of the ‘Miwsiﬂuippi Valley
States againat Federal wid in the opening of more land {o settlemient and caltivation.,
I believe that it was w very narrow view, and T imagive there see comparatively iew
who new hold that view.,

Ina country developing ae rapidly aa our country o, with the population inereaning
a4 it i, there must, of courre, bo cortinous inctesse in the smount of land under
enltivation, or in a short time we shall have uot only s shoriayge of agricultmal prod-
wets, but what s even waree, we shall have an inervase in the parcentage of our peopls
Tiving in the cittes and towns, away from the soil, adding to Jm nwwher of consumers
ay compared to the producors.  No country will prospor where there is an opportunity
for the increase of ity agricultural sereage which dows not bend ite energics snd lend
its aid---at least its encouragement - to the extension of the agricultural area.

These settlements that are proposed, which will largely be engaged in intensitied
ayricultural production, will themsolves be among the best customers for tho staple
products of the farmer, ‘

Senator McLean. Do you know what organization of the farmers of the country he

refers to when he states it voted unaninously » t this project?
Mr. MonpgrL. He refers to the Nationsl Agricultursl Con&mm& a Washington in
ey ot s Bl el o

all on subject, 5
nmhmmmmuﬂykmmhmginwmm: if they ',ithlgmmm
to ane of the basic recommendations or suggetions of the if to that
1ewe declarations of

TR s Eolersbgivaty vl o v dogt Ao
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tican Purty, in favor of a general system of land-reclamation development s in fact,
the Hepubliean Party tnwgrarated such o policy in the reclamation law under Preei-
dent Howevelt, and hos been following it continuoisly wver since, aid the paty, sen
praty, has abways been known to be favorable ta it

Mr. Myrick asstimen tn bis letter that the Senate cocamitiee had finally aod definitely
vouctuded o strike out of the HUL the provision of Tund rettlement that was in the
bill s it came fron the Houwse, apd he Quther sssumes that 1 oam  informed of
thut aleged aetion, and urging that if that s to go out another provision goin. Well,
I bBave not ao far anderstood that the committee has definitely determined 1o strike
from the bunug hill s land-settlement or reclamation feature, but T am here o uiype
thai sane land-settleoment veclanmtion be retuined in this bill, Soach s provision
belome tu the bill, his slwave been in (he bill; the soldiem ave for it and men who
ave opposed 1o other provisicns of the bilbwee fovorable (o a land-rettlement provision
iu thae Dill,

Coming beek now 1o the queation of vont Thin committee can scarcely take the
position that s lamdsestienient provigon dhonld not be o the o bill beeasioe of
v enat, nndes om0 andomgand that the cosunitee and the Senate, 3 it follows
the committon view, i pod -0 reclanation heeatee 0 will cost o more to reclabn
Bonda under s provizion in the boaas B eiviee peeferential vichin o oldivi than it
wonthd Gt torcetaim bonds on e budependent orcsre givine the soldicns preforential
vigrhyie,

I think it iz l;\lifl‘ Copivtn b wendd he ponabie o sectve mone fihenad é‘[![ﬂ'“]'liuli!)ll‘l
for fend roelamntion aon Batmre of 8 bomus bilb than esoon indopendoent waters That
oone peweon whiy w0 in the Bonar DAL becanse T alink we can ey aut this
henedivid pregen of development mow vapadly e a featore of o hosa Ll thay we )
contd poaibly do e an bodependentnatter, Unt the nltigiaie cost with b meanared
by wlimd the Congaco detormine chonld b dons, wod fienitution ean he plucrd
it 0w decmed wise ta place s Hiort spon the mponnt which may ultiemicly Le ex- .

wavded,  There are varions reasaa, whicl T do not aare fo o into ot lengthy, why,
}mm the viewpoint of theee who are intenaied inoreelaation, it would be advan-
fageatis to have such s provison it bonus bill, do wddition to the rewon T have
st givens thid of the greatey ease of securing wpproprigtions. For one thing, there ,
would then be no guestion of is canstitutionaity, '

There innot suy doubt but what with theroldier hehind thisdevelopment it will have
an impetus snd seore wostecoss that i would bot pussibly seeure psoan independent
mutter, Practicafly the sme sorl of develupment can hesecured, but inomy opinion
it wonl b secured more provgptly and more surely 1 it ir a feature of o honus measoee,
finkex the Senate, 1 9birfs of t,m Members of which pre from the arid States, or Staten
having #ome dovelopment under plans similar to those propesed, 38 prepaied to say
that it ie not favorablo to land developinent iv any fovm, [ do not ses how the Sennto
caat agree $0 stk 1 oeassabile and-development proyision off the bonus bill,

Fo the House only 8 pes cant of ewr Members are from the countey where Inod veclana-
ticn under Federal uid has hoon testad and proven, but those Members were uble
Lo im press thoir views oa the Houe in regand to this matter, supported as they were by
the seldiers, and 80 hern we are with our plan thus far - here 1 legistution half way
through Congress -sil it requires now is the setion of the Senate, T would not want to
betiove that the Henute iv vot faverable to reclanation land dovelopment. 1 ean not
wndemtand how the Senate, with 30 per cent of ts Members from States where irvigu-
tion reclamation is carriod on, could afford to teke from 2 soldier bonus bhill a land devel-
opment featire in such form as you may deem wise ~when such s feature wus the very
first thing that the soldior organizations wrked of the Congress,

Before vash bonusee, before service vertificates, before peid-up insurance, before
vocationsl trainiog, ceme from the soldiers themaolves requests for land developinent

these ltnao in their behall, in which they could cipate.

Of couree. & of this sott, no mstter whether the bill be in the form in which it
is now on the buius bill or otherwise, would be very helpful to the entire country,
aaud ite “eould be folt by ‘ Mﬁdm But the soldicr himself
bae asked for it, p to this hour it; snd, in sddition to that, the strong
foroes sna of businass ave still uiging this es & feature of the adjusted com-

s ‘ o
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bill only have a desirg to see the best legistation possible put over i it goes in
and the chairnan will be kind enough to notify me, should yvou try to incorporate
thir oy iion, Ushonld Tike to L heard then aud will not take up futther time ta-aay.

Honator MeLearn, We will he glad to notify you. I yvou destee to he heard, My
White, the conmnitten will bo glad o hear you now.

ATATEMENT OF HON. HAYH B, WIHITE, MEMBER GF CONGRERS
FROM KANSAS,

e Waeris, | have prepared o short staiement. 1 did not know how much timo |
might be given, T think, gentlemen, ean make a consventive statamont of what |
have to xay fo about 10 minmades Thin i & very moderaste sbdement, and contatug
sowe of my opinions, and they are given woouch, T will make my conseculive state-
sent and Twant then to ceeipy fovery few minuted inanswer to one or two ateleinents
made by my colleague, the House Jeader, M, Mondal],

Uwill ), tivst, there i nothine sought to he accomplished by the ineluson of this
Pavdsettlement providion s it passed the House or the Siith-MeNary hill, which
! e c-munim"ll very eatefully in the limited time | have bl aCiny dispesd oo
the Bl cawae under my notice which can not inciny optnion, be recamplidied mnch
wore sncersfully througeh the provison known ws the S or boeeaid provisi,
Fitle VH of the bonas Bl s b pac-ed the House; and oy judi ment e i
san at approxitpately onedifth of the expense to the Government sud with incom-
povtbly greader wdvantase o the service jnan,

Pdestoe to call the attentior of thicconunittee tow very bried wnd fundomentally
gound atatement in the repott of the Howe conumittes on thin bill found af the botiom
af the first pace of it repors

“1a the ordinmy tnsacrion of borrowing, the seconiity s in existenee sid i pat
ip when the money piesos from the lender 1o the brarower, while under the propeaed
law the money 1o be sdvanced s to ereade the secnrity tor ita retiep

My, Suron. What bill do yonvefer (9?

My, Wrrp, 1 vefer 1o the Sinith-MeNary hill,

Ho that itis fuir snd approprinte to dediguate this provision the grest 350,008 (00
govermoeatsl wlventure iato the domain of bhusiness experiimens,

Who has snbitted to this or any other committee of either brsuch of the Congresa
o per eapita estimate of the cost to the Govermnent, either in the case of thia provision
or the land-rettlement title which passed the House without opportunity for amend-
ment?

I a farmer and stockman and have been all my life, with ocraaionally a little
gide adventure into politios, and 1 feel competent, in a modest dogree, o divess the
practicability of this proposition.

Wonld vou think $62.50 per were a high stimate to st us the cost of developient.
of tand ws provided for in the proposed section?  That would be exactly $5 (00 !m‘ tha
reclumation of an ¥0-acre unit, or $10,000 for the reclumstion of a 160-acre unit,
Thouwe gra not random fignres,  They are far bulow the setnal cost of tand already
phieed under irrigation throngh the Reclamation Service. The question of the eled-
tion to be made a8 to what particular one of the many provistons offeeed io the bonus
hill shall be selected by service men is oxtremely speculative and problematic, to say
the least.  But if 1,000,000, or 26 per cent, of the service men should eloct to choosn
the provirions of this proposed section, the Goverament would apend 85,600,000 (06
to develop one million S0-acre farm unite; or $10,000,000,000 to develop one million
160-aere farm units; that would provide for approximately one-fourth of the mervico men.
Or if they shall choose half-and-half, so that the Government should reclaim 1,000,000
farm units at $7,500 each, the Government would then be involved to the extent of
$7,500,000,000. Do you smile at this, gentlemen? Do you know what they will elect
to'do? Do you pretend to know? 1 am frank to say 1 do not kpow, and I do not

ow. But I do know that there is no sttonger urge in the human mind

(ha avery DAl boy sscciaton 1o his EhOUGRE the DoRsomeLat o ot
aver “hoy amsoc 0 ‘ , power, an

financisl independence with the ownemship of property. And move tmwmy other

chxn;igt property, prty in land, -

byio sight of Wi wyos and by evory environment
B T

WMxmmam.
il 4  the financinl
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Eam unqualitiedly in favor of reelumarion, and | have conmintently suppored the
legislation poposed in the past three vears for its dovelopiment and exionsion The
Gaveernment has been and continues (o he vory gepetous i ity provision for its main
tenanee and extension. 114 a0 wine widd beneticent pablic policy, A yevolving
fund of approxmately one hundred and thirty millioss of dullimm 2 now availuble
for its promotion and fusther development. Mueh s been pecomplished wheady
wnd nnder its orderly developnient dhicee is great promise for the futuee. Tt s no
warnter fricnd nor proponent than novself, 1 gm for it eolely on the gionnd that |
believe iting wire nutions! policy to pursue. for not a dotlar of all the millions which
hiay e been expended and which will be expendedn the fature has ever heen or eve
widl e expended in the distnict Thave the honor 1o tepresent,

But aothiss ithestondive adl that 1 hive saidin favor of the reelamadon it 1 yot frae
that i the weere rend pretmesn of the past two yeus, which seems 6 have fdlen with
peeator weight upon sgaicnttine than npon any other industry, thst no acetion of e
enftire has feli vo keoaly the cBeet of the fow privecol wnienfoand prodaets ve i
trom thinceadjustment, an the bdeation favmets themvelveg And Jeginlation has been
enncded fon Y{ll'il rernposmty velief Gom the payment of ehoapen T opegtion and
maintenance  This by oedeod mecCrepaetablo; bat ds st the same tinge the sirongeot
rogt ol nteanginent acaned the Government’s proposed wdvenhn e upon ihisstapendoim
expeantent whivh hae net, vo G d know, anywhere tn the world wo day oe wt any
tine in the pant a ruccesaal precedeat b it fustiication, D apeakine M,
Chatoman, of the play propeeeds Tam notepeal ing of the tivation aieady catablis hod
and i sueres ful operavion,

Vould it not st)rilr-q. fask yon cevionsdy ) pentemen: would 10 not e wisvr aod
wafer tor hoth the cerviee man and the Gos crnmiear toeay to the cepviee man thyomh
o uet of lopefation,  Make your own <ol ction, excreise your owne judinaent inthe
foculity where youmay desve 1o pake youe investment, whete concare Gunilae with
the conditions, where yor oy fave the adviee of vour Tather and mother, your
friemds who ave interested in vour weltuie, of your baonker, whom yoir may sinboe-
quentty fook to {or inaneiad wedsanee, and also where they e are eatablished nnokets,
tranuportaiion fucthities, cducational neituitons, wnd ol the coneanitants of civili-
zation”"”

Mo Mospene, Will vou adliny e » question? :

Mre, Winre, | shall be very plud to

Me, Moxpnin, Wonld that plan cont Yess money thaa the other plan?

Mic Warre, Much leso, weosinted, Ushall hoovery plud to elaborate, when 1 finish
1y etalement,

Fhoese, gentlenten, 1 elaim, are the imporiant consideration:owhieh it he weigrhed
if the rerviee man hinedf 18 1o sueceed and i the s vetnment s to he e safe i its
investment. Do not jor hirown sake send him to wnuntiaversed desert to he ranked
up in commmunitics, for ey o vou this ina bitter prank (o play upon the brave sevice
wan (o whom this Government s now proposiog to do jostice. Che yesalt of thig
provision can ot be gocd, but will fraudly diseredit its anthoprand bitterly disappoint
15 destgnated beneliciacioa,

Mr. Moxveie., Will vou allow nue just oue other question?

Mr. Warre, §ahontd be very gl to,

M, Monpene, §did ot quite npderstand whether your efiticism applied equally
to cither plan or to both; that is, the plan contained in the House bill, or to the Smith-
MeNay g)ill which you referred to.

Mr. Warre, I 1 understand my rolleague, the gentleman from Wyoming, it maked
little difference, as far aa I am concerned, and the application is made for the renson
that my colleague stated, if 1 understand him corractly, that he had no personal pride,
that he was not so strongly and espevially in favor of the land-settlement bill or of any
wpecisl bill, except that he was in favor of a policy of reclamation. 8o that T am
willing that the committee shall understand my statoment ax applying to both pron-
ositions: That contained in the%lamm bill as it passed the House, or the Bmith-McNrry
bill as it is aow intm.duced and is before the House. ‘ .

Mr. Chairmun, I want to eall the attention of the subcommittee ‘o this fact: The
bonua bill as it the House was not considered under the 5-minute rule, [
want o state this opinion ae 2 Member of the House, that the membership of the
House did not support the bonus bill because the reclamation featuro was written
into it, but mipported it with the reclamation {eature in it becsuse there was
no ty under she ruls w got it out.

. I wwnt to call this committes’s sttention to another fact in the himrz of this legis-
m which I think, in view of the should not be over-

¢

‘ i of my mllmgbw,
, that in the consideration of this bill belore the Public Lands Committes,

i g v et
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occapying a period, ws 1 remember, of souethime like six weoks of aliost conisecu-
tive heatingn, the sentiment wax aot unanimons for the origingl reclamation or
woldiers’ wettlement hill ander conuideration 1 jorget the number  known as the
Lane-Mondell bill; and thuat insiead of there being o unnnimous roport there was 2
mn"uriiy xvimr! and # minority view was signed by jour members n} the comnmiftes;
and while I am not anxioud especinlly that that should appear in the recond, iV icia
the purpose to print the wajority report, and 1 may beoallowed the conrteay, Mr,
Chairntn, U should like 1o see the minority report printed, or escerpta thersfrom,
which shadl be very plud to nenish the committee,

Awomatter of wembership tn the House and of personal opinion, Tdo pot believe,
My, Chadvman nor have Tever beliove d forone momoent that t{wnri;:‘imﬂ Lane Mondelt
bill providimg, as 1 eenaabe s for g 3500.900,000 authorization T aaypderdop now to
the bill to which SrMondelbrafiared  everiond aghost of ashow af pasing the Hom
tunder thefive-minnte rube, orof Dessing the Howse asan mdepenident meastive; norde §
helieve Mr. Chainnan. that the Jand wettoment feature of t{u- bonua bill ever stomd a
sehosd of o show of pessing the House conld there have heen an opportunity to hase
atnended by stvibime it out

Mo, Mooz, Whet do von tiinh about the Seath Selvary bith do vorcihink that
wortled paen the Howe?

A Wane b odo et sic, T do not hesttate to wewey i the negative; B oo nnt
think it weukd conne within, wefaphoreadly epa kg o thoteand moile s of pae e the
Hott e,

Mo vwon Upon o what do von beee vour eonchindon, Meo White? Tt has not vot
Bern comsiderod by thie Houee,

Mpo Watre, D do not cane o ke anoeovetrzion i to e disosn «ion of that bill,
techoiead vy Fieel Tan pregaaed inoa modet way to doit, bt b do not think b s
!.(-Nim nioat this e, wavoethed i opinion: s baoed npon what 1 heliose to
oo tairly dntinste knowledge of the centitnent ol the Hopese.

Mr, Chairaan, T destie to cadl o subcomnittes's aftention s anathier :cttenent
of myv colleagie, that this pechunntion bill includes athers than the oldier. Boi My,
Chatrneay, it shondd not. In the cawdition of our tinanees T think there conlid he
nothing more dbadvised thav to go into thisaisilisey progesation of reclapmsion i
volvitg wn initial ox pensesof ®2350,000,000, providing we 1t doca, i the unite se doaye-
sted in the bitlwhiondd be st at 160 for 125,000 only of the more than 000 000 wervice
e in the United Siatee to be benefitted therebyend it is the only proviston of the
honus bill, Mre Chadrman, thai would Iet in anyhbody else exerpt the soldier,

Vi, Monbens, One of the eriticiams that have heon made of the soldier settlement
provision in the bonus bill, Mr. White, by some who favored other plans of reclama-
tion, ix that that povision is too wholly and exelusively a soldier provisien,  Of
conrse it is, and practically without exeeprion its benefits would go ta the exoservice
men; thete are very few cases where it would wor,

Mr. Wrrre, Mr. Chaivingu. Tet me say, g% a partis] answer to the gentleman -

Mr, Morokts, (interposing). I em upeaking now of the provisions in the honuy bill,

Mr. Winree, 1ot e see, Mr, Chairman: 1 in not incumbent on the Republican
Party in order to fulfill it pledge in the pations} platform or the Demueratic PVarty,
w0 far us L know, to apjseve and voact this legisiation,  Why, Mr. Chairman, it would
require the griatest streteb of imagination tn holieve far s moment that those ropubli-
canx over at Chicagn, swelting in that awiul heat. or these Demwnctate away ont thers in
San Franecisco imbibing that fine atmosphere laden with the ven hreezes, over thought
of anything as chimerical, s impossible, ss the provisions of the {mith-McNary bill
or the land settlement bitt an it paseed the House.

Mr. Chayrman, it was well said by my collesgue, the gentleman from Wyoming,
that the day of the free iand, of the public land, when you could turn over the sod
and develop & farm, in past. It has been reiterated many times in reporta from yesr
to yoar in the last 15 years, that the public domain is gone.

t is & fact, gentlemen, that thers are 100,000,000 scrps of land lying out there, and it
has lain there since the morni mmmﬂmr.mdwmhum ied it. T
do not know wost God made it for, It is & habitation for bute and awls, snd I do not
know whether it is worth u dollar  cubic mile, much of it. The Kinkeadors have
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ment how waigned to s fund the procesds from the sale of public lands, of the yeal-
ties upon oil, and all that: and verv properly oo,

Mr. Chainnan, f clesing word: T have occupied oo much tisme of the committes;
L did not expeet to spesk vxeept 1o muke iy consecutive statement.  But thivis an
oxcprsion of this Govermnent into the domain of the private individual, into wha
in hin Vmpvr sphere and fuietion; and Task you, Mr. Chainnan aad gentlomen of
this subcommittes, has there nnything come to your notice within the prat five yeaw
that hus led you to believe that thiz Governiment can do anvthing that the povate
citizen can do, aa cheaply and efficiontly and a suecessfutly e private enterpive
ern do if?

Mr. Chatrnu, tosert thia provision into thin bill and vou will hove your projects
that the peniteman tulka ahont and raya there are opportunities (o organtze them in
slmod oveiy State of the Ugtion, and yon will huave the improved with nbor
Vederation of Labor prices, the moat expennive labor; and Government Iabor: nnd
you will have smen tostiper vige the development of tlivee projecta at onormom expense
and vou can oo el where this stapendons. this init%uvn“m drvam will end. I
macks the heginning, so Garar 1 ean gee i, hom the ciew point of a businecanan, of
the moest chimerieal, dmpresible, fmpractical, evpensdve wohone which hs oy
heen proposed to the Xmerican Copore o,

I tharh the committee

Venator Crgas Gpaesidimn My Smith, do yvou wani fo b heard

Mr Saane Ddo not cue fo e Beeaed jrst now,

sonatn Cones, Me, Sinnot, do vorcwich to be heard?

My s Southenh vou,

SHherenpon, at Lo clock pom, the caboommiittecdond adjomned)

)
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