Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: William Morris, CP g

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote AGAINST Graham-Cassidy!
Attachments: Senate Letter 2017-09-22.pdf

September 22,2017

- The Senate
GCHcomments@finance.senate.gov

Re: Revised Senate Bill H.R. 1628 (Graham/Cassidy)

Dear Senators:

I write this letter to request you not repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (aka “Obamacare”)
and not replace it with the Senate Bill H.R. 1628 as proposed by Senators Graham and Cassidy.

| am a CPA in public practice and my office is in Duluth, GA. During 2005, while | was employed in a large real estate
development company with great group health insurance benefits, my physician noticed my red blood cell count was
slightly elevated. After multiple tests and visits with specialists, | was diagnosed with polycythemia — an increase in
hemoglobin concentralion in my blood. Since 2005, | have consistently tested just a couple of percentage points above
normal and, while | have never taken any medication for this condition, exhibited any symptoms or missed any work
days (except to take blood tests), | am considered at higher risk of a stroke.

Fast forward to 2011. Due to real estate and financial industry collapse beginning in 2008, 1 lost my job and decided to
buy a modest CPA practice, and did so in January 2011. | was on my prior employer’s heaith insurance plan through
COBRA but that was set to expire in October 2011. In April, | started to seek an individual health insurance plan to cover
me, my wife and my daughter; and | used an insurance broker of substantial experience to help me. 1 was not able to
find any healthcare insurance plan at any price because | had a pre-existing blood disorder! My wife was offered
health coverage except for her spine — back problems were excluded from coverage for one year because she saw a
chiropractor on sporadic occasions.

If Obamacare had not become law, | probably would not have obtained health insurance again in my lifetime.

The Senate now contemplates voting to repeal and/or replace Obamacare with this new version of H.R. 1628 as proposed
by Senators Graham and Cassidy. I’ve read the proposed legislation and I see nothing in this that makes clear I will be
able to obtain affordable comprehensive medical insurance coverage if this legislation is passed. The insurance
carriers and healthcare providers claim the proposed legislation will bifurcate the risk pool resulting in dramatic increases
in premiums for covered lives with pre-existing conditions. If the industry tells Congress this will be the result of the
legislation, make makes you think they are wrong? Why do you think you are better informed than healthcare experts?

I make a good living, but not enough to afford a “You’re On Your Own” plan as many pundits called AHCA/BCRA then
and the current proposal now.

I know you feel compelled to keep a promise, but are you listening to your constituency today? I am one of your
constituents and here is what I see:

(a) Major insurance industry groups have denounced this legislation,
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(b) Practically every healthcare provider group (hospitals and physicians) have voiced loud and repeated opposition
starting with the American Hospital Association and the American Medical Association, and
(c) Patient advocacy group has vehemently decried the current proposal.

I also see a poll was released today by Public Policy Polling (admittedly a left-leaning organization) which found:
e 54% of Americans (not Republicans, AMERICANS) approve of Obamacare and 38% are opposed.
e 51% of AMERICANS believe the proposed legislation would weaken protections for patients with pre-existing
conditions (me included!). v
e 69% of AMERICANS believe the vote on this legislation should wait until the Congressional Budget Office has a
chance to score its impact.

Why do you not hear these constituencies? Why are their concerns ignored? Do you represent all AMERICANS or just
the Republican subset? Ali three participants in the healthcare system (carriers, providers and patients) have a large stake
in Congress’ decision, yet the Senate (and the House) appear to disregard their opinions. To whom are you listening
today and why?

1 hope you hear the will of the people and vote against the bill sponsored by Senators Graham and
Cassidy. Instead, I encourage you to take reasonable steps to fix Obamacare.

Sincerely,

William F. Morris

WILLIAM F. MORRIS, CPA

ROZAR MORRIS, L1.C
SATELLITE COURT — SUITE 165
2250 SATELLITE BOULEVARD
DULUTH, GA 30097

(770) 232-1616 OFFICE

(678) 725-6459 CELL

(770) 232-5056 FACSIMILE

Note: You are hereby advised that any written tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) was not
written or intended to be used (and cannot be used) by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the U.S. Internal
Revenue Code or promoting, marketing or recommending an arrangement relating to any F ederal tax matter to any person or entity.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: §

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:59 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do not repeal AHC for the Graham/Cassidy bill

My name is Martha Carver , I live in Dahlonega, GA. I am 67 yrs old. Most of my life I had my healthcare
provided by my employers. In 2006 we retired to GA and I found a job at a Humane Society where I was
lucky I received minimum wage but no healthcare. Because my husband also worked he had healthcare but
was good with having none as I was a relatively healthy fit person for the years I worked that job. When the
ACA was available to me in 2014 I thought "well, thank God, I can have some healthcare now" so I applied. 1
received healthcare for one year until I turned 65 and went to Medicare.

During my time on "Obamacare" I found a Dr and did some checkups and tests that I had not been doing for a
few years and now could afford to get them done. At this time they found that my kidneys were almost
destroyed and I had to go to a kidney specialist to find out what happened and see if I could recover some of my
kidney function. For the next few months my kidney specialist found that my kidney disease had been brought
on by excessive use of Advil over many many years. So I had to give up my pain meds and also many other
supplements that were affecting my kidneys......

Over that period of time while I was on "Obamacare" my kidneys improved and today, I have relatively good
kidney function. I would have NEVER found out about my kidney problem without having access to
affordable health care..... I thank President Obama for saving my kidneys for sure.

Please do NOT repeal this life saving program. Instead, work with both parties to fix what needs fixing in the
ACA.... Do NOT take away healthcare from millions.... Do NOT leave it to states to do the right thing..>> they
WON"T. ’

Thank you, Martha Carver Dahlonega , GA.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Evan Guilford-Blake

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 1.27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA repeal

Gentlepersons and members of the committee:
| am a registered Georgia voter. | urge the committee to reject the Cassidy-Graham bill. The statistics and other
information about the harm its passage would do to the general public has been weil documented, and the fact that most

significant stakeholder and industry groups, including the insurance industry, oppose it ought to be sufficient grounds to
deny its passage.

Very truly yours,

,Evan Guilford-Blake
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brigitte Peck

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 8:20 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

| am dismayed by the Senate's reckless pursuit to cram anything through so they can say they repealed the ACA. Nothing
| say as a constituent with a pre-existing condition who is concerned my state will allow insurance companies to charge
me more is going to sway those if you determined to roll back healthcare for millions of Americans. If you were honest,
you would admit that you don't think government should be in healthcare. You won't admit that though since you know
most Americans want it. So instead, you create sham replacements designed to create funding for tax cuts. You can't say
that this bill protects Americans with pre-existing conditions if the cost of their insurance gets jacked up. You can't say
Americans have access to care if policies that actually cover what you need (like ambulance rides) cost more. You can't
even say how many people will be negatively impacted because you won't wait for a CBO score. Fortunately, other
professionals - medical groups, doctors' groups, insurance companies- aren't scared to say what you - our elected
representatives refuse to -- This is a bad piece of legislation that will leave millions of Americans without the care they
need and deserve. | don't know why you don't care about that. | don't know why you think it is serving the American
people to cram this through with no hearings, no input from medical professionals, no debate, no markup. | don't know
why you think you know better than the medical professionals. | don't know why you think it's ok to do your job this
way. | do know that voting against the interest of the people they represent so that you can pass anything just to say you
did is the surest sign that our government is broken and our leadership lacks integrity. | am disillusioned by the ease with
which you lie. | am dismayed by your inability to put policy before party. | want you to do your job the way it was meant
to be done. | want to stop worrying about a bunch of self-serving legislators creating havoc because they spent 7 years
tearing something down without ever trying to build something in its place. You should be ashamed. Do not vote for this
travesty. Fix what needs to be fixed. Work together. Stop being so nasty or get ready to be sent home.

One fed up American,

Brigitte Peck

3961 Arden Way NE

Atlanta, GA 30342

Doing Nothing is Not an Option
Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse my typos. | blame autocorrect!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: JACK HASSARD

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote health bill down

The Cassidy-Graham bill is a big lie on the American people. The ACA has helped millions and these senators want to put
Americans at risk.

If you are honest men and women you won't support it

I've heard that senators are being offered bribes to vote for it. Shame on them
Jack Hassard

Emeritus Professor

Georgia State University

Atlanta GA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda Reif*
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:37 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: : Afforable care act vs Trumpcare

| urge the congress to do what us right and reject this latest attempt to repeal ACA and replace it with Graham/Cassidy.

| am scared. | am a 60 year old woman with auto-immune disease and multiple pre-existing conditions. My husband is
64 and has a heart condition. Before ACA we were rejected by health insurance or told it would not cover our pre-
existing conditions. With ACA we had good coverage and while not inexpensive, it was affordable and covered all our
needs.

My husband is only able to work two days a week, neither of us eligible for Medicare. | don't want to lose our life savings
or our home if we get sick. We have worked hard all our lives and paid all our taxes.

Please reject this bill.
Linda Reif

630 Galway drive
Roswell, GA 30076
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Samantha Renfro *

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:39 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: My daughter's need for Medicaid is being threatened with the new HealthCare bill

Please take the time to check out my video regarding how important Medicaid is to our family.

My daughter Debbie was in a car wreck in 1980 where she sustained a severe traumatic brain injury. For many
years, we had no help with her care and her life became a nightmare. Debbie and I have briefly outlined our
struggle to keep her safe and how Medicaid came to the rescue.

https://voutu.be/ WOMOPHdWTYU

Thank you for taking the time to hear our story

Samantha Renfro

3850 Brittan Glade Trail

Snellville, GA 30039

770-922-0730 (h) 404-788-6374 (c)
]
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: M. White

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill
Hello,

- Please do not let the Graham-Cassidy Bill pass. It would just cause even more chaos in our
chaotic healthcare "system.” Even the insurance companies don't want it.
- There will not be time for senators to properly review the bill before the

end of September.

- The Congressional Budget Office will likely not have had time to assess it before then.

- The bill has evidently been misrepresented in the press, with even Senator Cassidy promoting
false ideas about the bill.

- There is another, bi-partisan bill getting ready to be presented that may be better.

- Please don't rush through legislation that will have serious, life and death consequences for
millions of Americans!

- And please don't pretend that more people will have insurance as a result of this. Having "access"
to insurance that people, for the most part, cannot afford, with companies that can refuse them
because of pre-existing conditions, and raise premiums sky-high at will, is not true access to
coverage.

- Please look at not only coverage, but the supply side of healthcare and why Americans pay more
for healthcare than anywhere else in the world! Why are medications and procedures so
astronomically high? Bring those costs under control and it will be easier to make healthcare
affordable for more Americans.

Thank you,
Marci White
Athens, GA
USA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Matt Johnston

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:13 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: TBI & ABI survivors plea

PLEASE DO NOT cut funding for the community of impaired brain survivors. I owned a commercial sign
business with 9 employees in Atlanta for 21 years and therefore paid significant taxes and fees to the treasury
department. As of my TBI on Aug. 2, 2011 I have been in need of the very limited income I receive from the
government. Please do not cut it further.

Thank you,

Matt Johnston
former owner of ProSign, Inc. in Marietta, GA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Watkins

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:34 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Cassidy/Graham bill

I oppose this bill! I think it would be a disaster for many Americans! It is mean spirited and would hurt the
poor, the elderly, anyone with a pre existing condition, women and children!
I have notified my Georgia senators of my opposition.

Thank You,
Susan Watkins

300 Dodd Street, NW
Rome, GA 30165



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: laura verigan < RS

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 7:40 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: GCH bill

My name is Laura Verigan, and I am a physician in Georgia. I provide emergency care for pediatric patients,
many of whom rely on Medicaid for their insurance. My patients and their families will be adversely impacted
if this legislation passes, I have no doubt. It is an incredibly rare event when so many medical societies, as well
as the AARP, AHA, and others agree on a matter of policy; many, many medical societies are vociferously
opposed to this legislation, as are a bipartisan group of state governors. This health care legislation is ill-
conceived and bad for Americans.

I implore you to speak with health care policy experts and physicians in the trenches, and work in a bipartisan

fashion to improve the current health care system in a way which works for all Americans. Improvements can
and should be made in the Affordable Care Act; many of us have ideas on this front.

Thank you for hearing my concerns.

Laura Verigan, MD



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: David Buehrer s

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:24 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Proposed GCH bill

This bill is a travesty, and any elected official with a modicum of a moral conscience would not even consider voting for
it. Let's hope it never sees the light of day.

Dr. David Buehrer
Kennesaw, GA

Sent from my iPhone



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Doug Finner

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 6:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Opposed to Graham-Cassidy

Healthcare is a human right. Human rights should be guaranteed by the federal government. Turning healthcare
over to the states is a recipe for inconsistent availability of this basic human right much as if the first
amendment was implemented at state levels.

I am losing my COBRA coverage at the end of this year. | have at least 3 well managed pre-existing conditions
that will likely cause any private insurance to be more expensive than necessary or appropriate.

I ask that we move away from stripping citizens of access to reasonably priced healthcare and move to
Medicare for All. I'm happy to pay higher taxes to assure the health and welfare of my fellow citizens.

Thank you.

Doug Finner
75 Mueller Way
Cleveland, GA 30528
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

To whom it may concern:

Sylvia Schaefe NN
Thursday, September 21, 2017 6:03 PM

gchcomments
OPPOSE Graham Cassidy health care legistation

I am strongly opposed to all of the ongoing efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act, particularly proposals
such as Graham Cassidy which will leave millions without access to needed health care. The current legislation
is opposed by all the major physicians' groups; it is appalling that you would try to push this through without
hearings, analysis, or a CBO score.

If you want to improve health care in this country, it is time to move forward with a single payer system. A
majority of Americans now support such a system. Stop it with your insane theatrics and do something to move
this country forward. What you are currently proposing is--literally--sickening.

Sylvia Schaefer
Athens, GA 30605
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jamie Weisman

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 5:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Dermatologist and cancer survivor

| sent this message to my senator. | never got the meeting, but | thought it might interest you. The same issue applies to
the current health care bill, especially for someone who lives in Georgia.
Jamie Weisman

Sent: Friday, May 05, 2017 09:50:07 AM
Subject: meeting with Sen Isakson

Hi Ms. Fisher,

Gus in Sen. Isakson's office gave me your contact info. | am a dermatologist in Sandy Springs,
Georgia and also run a clinical trial center working closely with almost every major pharmaceutical
company. | also have a genetic immunodeficiency and am a cancer survivor on chronic
chemotherapy. The bill just passed by the House would destroy the lives of thousands of my patients.
Even |, the daughter of a doctor, who have had every advantage, could lose access to healthcare if
maximum lifetime caps return. My concern for my children is even greater. The House shockingly
turned a deaf ear to every major medical organization and patient advocacy group. | have written a
book about being a patient and becoming a doctor and have always walked both sides of the patient
doctor divide. | would appreciate a chance to sit down with the Senator and share my perspective. If
Congress restores lifetime caps without taking on pharma and providing for uninsured patients (the
primary reason hospital costs are so high), there will be no way that patients with chronic diseases
will survive. We have made great advances in cancer care. We have more survivors than ever, and in
many cases have turned cancer into a chronic disease rather than a death sentence, but that care
comes at a price, and the House bill would turn back that progress for all but the wealthiest.

Thanks for your help. | trust Sen. Isakson's wisdom and compassion and remain hopeful the Senate
will show more sense than the House.

Best regards,

Jamie Weisman, M.D.

Medical Dermatology Specialists, PC

Advanced Medical Research, PC

5730 Glenridge Drive

Sutie T-100

Sandy Springs, GA 30328

P.S. This email was written while receiving |V rituximab in the Winship cancer center.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ann Ferebe

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 5:34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: 9-25-17 Graham-Cassidy Hearing

My name is Ann Ferebee, and my home address iW [ am
writing to say that I vehemently oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill and the overall attempt to repeal Obamacare
through reconciliation without the benefit of open hearings, debate, or thorough analysis by the CBO or other
bipartisan organizations. In fact, the vast majority of stakeholders, including medical organizations, medical

providers, and even insurance companies have come out in opposition of this bill, given its provisions that
would deny affordable healthcare coverage to millions of Americans and cut federal funding for healthcare.

Personally, being fortunate enough to afford coverage for myself and my family, as well as lucky enough that
we are relatively healthy at present, I will be honest to say that I would not be terribly affected by the changes
this bill would bring (other than the fact that [ am a woman and would likely have to pay more for maternity
care if I choose to have another child, and more for routine preventative care, such as mammograms or ovarian
cancer screenings, for example). But I am writing on behalf of friends and family that aren't as lucky as T am. I
have friends with medically fragile children who depend on Medicaid to provide quality care and services for
their children. I have friends that have had to set up Go Fund Me accounts to help pay for the costs of their
child who was born at only 24 weeks gestation and who is facing numerous health issues and developmental
delays. I am writing on behalf of the millions of other Americans for whom this is a very real issue of life and
death. And I am begging that their healthcare not be ripped away by a handful of Republican Senators for no
other reason than that they made political promises to repeal Obamacare (no matter the costs in money and even
human lives?), or even worse, because they would lose donations from billionaires or super PACs.

While our political system has its flaws and breakdowns, I refuse to believe that our government can be so
broken as to cynically out a party "win" over the health and welfare of our most vulnerable citizens. Please do
not support this terrible bill, and please allow the Affordable Care Act to remain the law of the land. Those who
would rip away funding and healthcare from the disabled and medically fragile children, simply so they can
claim a political win or a promise fulfilled, will be held accountable both professionally and through whatever
moral judgment they ascribe to. The world is watching. Please do the right thing.

Sincerely,
Ann Ferebee

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marina Haile

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:.06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: My healthcare story

It all began as a normal day - I was 33 weeks pregnant and everything was going according to plan. Late in the
day, my back started to really hurt and I discovered that I was bleeding - just a little bit. I called my midwife
and she suggested I go to the hospital just to be on the safe side. I walked into the hospital at 11pm. My son was
born at 11:52 pm. He weighed 4 pounds even and was whisked off to the NICU before I really had a chance to
count fingers and toes.

His lungs collapsed very soon after birth and the amazing NICU staff cared for him as only those with a true
calling could. He spent 28 days in the NICU.

We got the first of many bills from the hospital shortly after he came home. Panic ensued!!!
To be clear, I had a near perfect pregnancy. I did not gain excessive weight. I ate healthy food and exercised
throughout. I took my pre-natal vitamins and had regular checkups with by OB-GYN. I did not smoke or drink

alcohol. I read all the "What to expect" books and heeded the advice contained therein. And yet, I still
had premie as do many women.

Without affordable insurance, we would have lost our house and all our possessions.

My son came into the world with pre-existing conditions though no fault of his own. He will continue to have
lung issues for his entire life. Will he be able to afford decent healthcare when he ages out of ours?

Please do not repeal the Affordable Care Act. Sure, it may have it's issues but they can be fixed. No bill is
perfect. Please fix the ACA - don't repeal it and replace it with something that the American Medical
Association, the American Heart Association, the American Lung Association, the March of Dimes, AARP, and
many others say is a bad bill.

Please!!!

Marina Haile
Marietta GA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jan S
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 1:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO

Did this bill go through bipartisan committee? Did only old white men say what went in it? Does it protect "the least of
these"?

| hope you vote NO on the latest repeal effort. | hope if you vote YES, that you will be voted out of office. We don't
need you.

JanS.
Georgia

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Darren McMichae_

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No to Graham-Cassidy proposal

Dear Sirs,

[ am a constituent of Georgia who has the benefit of company-supplemented healthcare. The Graham Cassidy
has not had sufficient public scrutiny and evaluation, nor are we sure of the cost to our country - either the
public or private aspects.

There are significant concerns from healthcare providers. I fully support the coverage of pre-existing conditions,
as well as contraception services, maternity care, mental health, and substance abuse. Turning those decisions &
control over to individual states - some more religious than others - would be a detriment to mobility of our
citizens. It could allow poorer states to have substandard care and that, too, would negatively impact this great

country..
I do not think the ACA is the best deal for this country, but the Graham-Cassidy proposal is worse. Efforts

should be extended to bolster the ACA, or slide to a single-payer system, rather than pursue dismantling the
ACA simply to follow through with election promises built on half-truths.

Regards,
Darren McMichael

Woodstock, GA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kate Lee

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 1:.06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

| want this proposed legislation held until AFTER the CBO Scoring is completed. There is no need to rush through
legislation that affects millions of citizens in such significant ways — from the price of healthcare insurance, to the ability
to access healthcare, especially for the people who can least afford healthcare.

Graham-Cassidy is a hail-mary pass by Republicans.

Let’s have honest, bipartisan discussion and negotiation — and make sure we include the WOMEN in Congress — before
making ANY changes to the Affordable Care Act.

I've asked my senators (Isakson and Perdue) to vote no on this proposed legislation.

Kate Lee
1890 Withmere Way
Dunwoody GA 30338
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura Walker”
Sent: . Thursday, September 21,2017 2:32 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: I DO NOT support Graham - Cassidy!

There are millions of reasons why Republicans support this totally inept and careless attempt at
healthcare reform and they're all either dollar bills from GOP corporate donors or empty threats made
by our current President towards a Congress who's not delivering him "victories".

There are many reasons why | don't support the Graham Cassidy farce but let me focus on one for
brevity's sake. Pre-existing conditions are not protected under this bill. We all have them to one
degree or another. Here are my family's:

Arthritis, PTSD from Army deployments, Poly Cystic Ovary Syndrome, depression, high blood
pressure, asthma

Because of these ailments we were born with and have acquired over the years, we will be penalized,
charged much higher rates, and possibly denied coverage. This is WRONG and you all know it.

Do the hard right over the easy wrong and WORK HARD with experts on every facet of healthcare

and give us a program that works and represents what America can do - which is provide cutting
edge, innovative solutions for a healthier, more productive, less costly population.

Sincerely,

Columbus GA 31907
706-536-8878
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrea Ferrard

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill = recession

| have three pre-existing conditions, hypothyroidism, asthma, and severe allergies that require a minimum of
$200/month in prescriptions. | also have to carry an Epi-pen with me everywhere | go. | do, however, recognize that |
am lucky compared to many of my friends. If you pass the Graham-Cassidy bill, my prescription bills will go up. My
allergy shot price will go up. And my friends healthcare bills will skyrocket. Your bill is not only an insult to the people
who elected you, it is negligent, cruel and inhumane to all of us.

Despite this, the Senate seems poised to pass this bill. Have you thought about this effect yet? If the majority of the US
population is facing massive hits to their budget, you might well cause a recession. We won't have extra money to buy
cars, go out to dinner, or purchase new items for our family. The wheels will stop turning for our economy. Stop this
madness and work to fix the ACA. Don't degrade or bring down this nation any more than the worst President in our
history already has. Do your jobs for all your constituents.

Sincerely,

Andrea Ferrard
Resident of Roswell, Georgia
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pat Killingsworth §

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:12 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposed legislation

Honorable Chair and Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

I am writing today to request that you vote against the Graham-Cassidy bill, specifically in consideration of the
devastating impact that this legislation will have on injured workers in Georgia and throughout the country.

I am a Georgia resident and now retired Trial Division Director and Chief Administrative Law Judge at the
Georgia State Board of Workers' Compensation. I have served in a judicial and professional capacity in this
field for 34 years. I am appalled at the callous disregard for injured workers that this bill reflects.

Graham-Cassidy eliminates the requirement that insurance carriers cover pre-existing conditions, or otherwise
make such coverage affordable. If this bill passes, individuals who have suffered work injuries and are unable
to work, who no longer have access to employer-provided health insurance, and who are living on the limited
income benefits available to them under their state's Workers' Compensation Act, will not only continue to
suffer the significant financial distress that the loss of a job entails. They will also lose coverage for their work
related medical condition when their workers' compensation statutory benefits end, because that medical
condition is a preexisting condition that health insurers will not pick up and cover.

This bill will clearly have a negative and substantial impact on our labor force, particularly on persons who

were working and living the American dream until they were injured. Instead, they may find themselves
disabled to work and their families unable to lift themselves out of debt due to a lack of affordable medical care,

all through no fault of their own.

I do not believe that this bill is the repeal-and-replace legislation that your constituents expected and are hoping
for, nor will it benefit them in any tangible way. I am requesting that you vote against Graham-Cassidy on
behalf of our workforce, and that Congress instead engage in a more transparent, reasoned, and bi-partison, path
to reform.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Patricia M. Killingsworth

Hon. Patricia M. Killingsworth

1364 Rainier Falls Drive NE

Atlanta, GA. 30329

Direct; 404-323-3720
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stacey Dougherty

Sent: ~ Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:45 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare Repeal

Seven years ago, my husband was quasi-employed after losing his job in an industry he had spent over 30 years
in. After a couple of jobs that didn't work out, he went for almost a year without health insurance because he
was turned down by every insurance company for a pre-existing condition. No doctor visits and reduced
medications because he didn't want us to lose the house, so kept up the mortgage. We couldn't afford both.

Upon starting a job with great benefits at half the salary he was paid just 2 years before, he suffered a fatal heart
attack. I became a widow before I turned 50 and our 15 yr-old daughter lost her beloved father.

I have lived the consequences of not having healthcare and I do not wish it on anyone, except the legislators in
Congress who want to snatch it from vulnerable Americans in order to fulfill a campaign promise and to secure
funding from rich oligarchs who will threaten to primary any in their party who do not tow their line.

You should all be ashamed of yourselves for focusing on the repeal of the ACA rather than working to fix it. If
there are any of you who care the slightest for your constituents who will be adversely affected by a repeal -
particularly those who will not survive it - them I implore you to take a stand and protect your fellow Americans
from fates likel my husband's and my family's. Is there anyone on the committee with a soul? Or have you all
bargained it away to the devils Koch, Adrlson, Mercer, et al?

And unless you think otherwise, I went back to college, got my degree, am working and am taking care of my
family. My child is set to graduate, on schedule and will be a productive member of society. We both have a

right to healthcare and should I lose my job, I could very well lose it if you pass this repeal. Millions like me
will, as soon as your legislation passes. Please don't. But if you do, prepare for the storm that's coming.

STACEY A. DOUGHERTY
Smryna, GA

Stacey Dougherty
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melissa Connor

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:42 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comment for the RECORD of SFC committee

Dear Committee members,

My husband and I own two small businesses and have been self-employed for over 25 years. [ am a cancer
survivor and my husband is diabetic. Getting and keeping health insurance has been one of the most challenging
priorities in our businesses.

Since the ACA we have finally been safely insured, and while premiums have increased, we coverage against a
terrible health incident and we can count on that.

Graham/Cassidy is not the answer. Creating 50 different state insurance systems doesn’t make sense. GA has
not the wherewithal or the inclination to set up its own healthcare system. They could get behind free federal
money 8 years ago. Doctors, Hospitals, Insurers and Patient groups are begging you not to pass this bill. Listen
to them...

INSTEAD it is time to improve the ACA and NOT repeal it. There are at least 20+ changes that policy experts
have suggested could change the ACA for the better, but I’d like to concentrate on four:

1) Expand Medicaid nationwide: 7 hospitals have closed in GA and two in Atlanta are in financial trouble. 56%
of babies born at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta are on Medicaid. States that expanded are already 8 + years
ahead of us in healthier outcomes. Maternal healthcare is disappearing in rural America. One OBGYN doctor
serves 8 GA counties and 2,714 Sq. miles in Thomaston, GA. Of our 159 counties, 79 do not have an obstetric
provider. Our poor and rural counties are in a death spiral.

2) Restore the Risk Corridors: Why would an insurance company want to come into GA with the population in
such poor health? They won’t. They are money making machines, the 9 CEOs from the Health insurance
industry made a whopping $283 million annually, some of which ends up in your pockets. They are beholding
to their shareholders, not the poor and unhealthy in GA. Insurance companies need incentive to offer policies in
GA and the risk corridors will do that. This policy helps insurers do the ground work and negotiate with our
providers and hospitals. Senator Rubio was wrong, doing away with the risk corridors destroyed true
competition in our ACA insurance marketplace.

3) Commit to the CSRs: With money on table the insurance companies don’t like to “guess” what their
commitment will be from you. Commit to what you promised them and stabilize the marketplace. Every threat
you make to them just puts your constituents at risk.

4) Support our Doctors, Nurses, pharmacists: They need to be in charge of our healthcare not paper pushing
actuaries in an office building. Our medical providers should be at the top of the list. Raise the compensation for
Medicaid and Medicare coverage so they will take more patients covered this way. Pay them better for these
patients. It’s shameful that we’ve allowed insurance companies and big pharma to highjack our medical

industry.
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Each of you have the privilege and luxury of tax payer funded healthcare coverage. Why on earth would you
not want the same for all of your constituents? It’s a matter of justice; justice for each of us to be healthy to
prosper and grow this great country. Medicare for All is the future and long-term goal of most of the
Americans | know. Our great leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said in his “I Have a Dream” speech delivered
on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, “We refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to
believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity in this nation. So, we’ve come to cash
the check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice.”

Never worrying that you will lose your house, your job, or your life because you don’t have healthcare coverage
is the justice we seek, justice for the rich and the poor, justice for the healthy and the sick. That’s it, you do this
for us and we will truly be the greatest country on earth.

Thank you,

Melissa Connor

Plus One Media, Inc.
2152 Tanglewood Road
Decatur, GA 30033
404-735-4750

41



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Trudy Fisher*
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 1:46 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Reject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal

| want a statement entered into the record for the SFC hearing:

The proposal being considered does not make the United States a healthier community. It does not increase access or
address the issue of affordability. The Graham-Cassidy bill leave vulnerable Americans without the lifeline of healthcare.
It has not been assessed by the OBM, or opened for public hearings.

I urge the rejection of the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Thank you.

Trudy Fisher
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Wric.;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Manda de Zayas

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 1:47 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: , Graham Cassidy Statement for the Congressional Record

For consideration during the Graham-Cassidy bill debate:

Before the ACA was enacted, my mother died from complications of Crohn's disease at 54. My mother, who
got a college education, worked at a good office job, raised me almost entirely on her own and volunteered at
school and church programs, had gotten too sick to work and support her family. By the time she died we were
completely broke. '

Had she been rich, she'd be alive today. She would have had access to better care and more aggressive
treatments. [ don't know if you know how that feels - to losc the most important person in your life because you
didn't have enough money to save them. Anyone who trics to argue that your income level doesn't affect your
access to medical care need only speak to me or onc of the millions of family members who have cared [or and
loved someone with a chronic illness.

After my mother died. 1, once a middle-class kid, was left still in college with vuly a pait tine job, no home, no
mom, no hest friend. Through scholarships. hard work, and the gencrosity of family and friends, I worled my
way back up. I graduated, T got a job in my field. I got married. I now enjoy a comfortable life with my
husband. I work hard, I pay taxes. I vote in every election, I donate to charity, I volunteer, I am kind to others. |
"pulled myself up by my bootstraps", as the popular rcpublican saying goes. I have done everything my country
asked of me. I am the American dream.

Now [ have two inherited. chronic conditions. They are expensive and time-consuming to treat, but I am lucky
enough to have a decent insurance plan and some money to put toward my treatment. Millions are not so lucky.
I'm even more fortunate that, unlike my mother, I have ACA protections such as essential health benefits and
protections for my pre-existing conditions. My husband also benefits from this, as he has a pre-existing
condition as well.

But now I stand on the precipice of suffering the same fate as my mother. I am terrified. I can do nothing except
beg my representatives not to bend to the will of billionaire donors; to protect me and the 2 million+ of my
fellow Georgians who will lose coverage. 1 call my congresspersons' offices every day and get only voicemail.

Proponents of Graham-Cassidy say it protects pre-existing condition protections. With respect, these people are
either lying or don't know the substance of the bill is. Individual states would be empowered to eliminate ACA
protections, allowing insurers to charge whatever they want and deny coverage for essential benefits. [ know
from painful experience that access to care means nothing if you cannot afford it.

I beg you to vote no on Graham Cassidy. Vote no on ACA repeal. Make a good-faith, bipartisan effort in
regular order to fix the problems with the Affordable Care Act - whether that means resuming Lamar Alexander
and Patty Murray's efforts to stabilize and improve ACA or enacting a new effort. I would never vote for
anyone who could be so cruel as to literally kill people and destroy lives simply for political gain. I'm sure
millions more Americans couldn't either. My life is in your hands. The lives of millions are in your hands. This
is the single most important vote of your career. Have the courage to do the right thing.



Sincerely,
Amanda K. de Zayas
Atlanta, GA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tareq F

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 12:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Plea for Keeping the ACA

Dear Senators and Staff,

I ask and plea that you vote NO on the Graham Cassidy bill. Repealing the Affordable Care will truly put my
family's survival on the line.

My wife and my brother both suffer from mental illness. The cost of their care is already high. If they can't get
their medicine and check ups, they will not be able function or hold a job. It's a downward spiral from there.

I know that the ACA has problems.We need to fix it and better fund it rather than repealing it and taking a step
backwards. Things are tough today and I have no faith that they will get better in the years to come. Losing our
healthcare in the future will be devastating.

Thank you for your consideration.

~Tareq Fayyad
Atlanta, GA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Mount SIS

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:31 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ‘ Terrible bill

The Graham-Cassidy bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act is a terrible bill. Removing the pre-existing conditions mandate,
damaging people with disabilities and those who need long term care, demanding that the states create 50 different processes to get

insurance — it’s just wrong, in so many ways.

As a person who must pay for her own insurance, I urge you to defeat this bill in committee.

TN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jessica Seales < i DY

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 12:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comments for SFC Graham-Cassidy Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing you today as a Georgia resident, a woman living with mental illness, the sister of an anklyosing
spodylitis patient, and a future registered nurse.

To say that repealing the affordable care act would upend my life would be an understatement. The Essential
Health Benefit protection that passed as part of the ACA has enabled me to access the affordable mental health
treatment [ need in order to work and support my family. As a result of steady treatment, I was able to return to
school and am working toward becoming a registered nurse in the state of Georgia. Ending the essential health
benefit protection would make me unable to afford my treatment, and I worry that I would not be able to attend
school.

Seeond, T'd like o tell you about my younger brother. My brother was diagnosed with anklyosing spondylitis, an autoimmune connective
tissue disorder that has systemic affects on the body, when he was just 4 years old. In addition to frequent join pain and movement
difficulties, he also experiences regular stomach, eye, and infection issues.

My mother is an educator, so fortunately we were able to cover his care for the majority of his childhood. However, when he turned 18, he
was kicked off her care and did not have the optien to stay on her insurance at the time. With no option through school or his job, he had to
make the choice to purchase very expensive insurance with very little coverage (due to his pre-existing condition).

Fortunately, the ACA went into affect 2 months after his birthday. He was able to get back onto my mother's insurance. Shortly after, he
contracted an infection that left him in the hospital for several days. Thanks to the ACA, my brother was able to get the care he necded and
avoid being over $10,000 in medical debt at age 18.

My brother just turned 26 in August. He is now off my mother's insurance again and does not have insurance options at his job. [ am
concerned that Graham Cassidy bill would leave him with nothing but expensive options with very little coverage. There is no guarantee of
essential health benefit coverage or protections for his pre existing conditions. I worry that if this bill passes, since he works a low-wage job,

he likely wouldn't be able to afford coverage. He'd be in pain on a regular basis. | know that he takes many pills each day to manage his
condition and I worry what would happen if he couldn't afford this medication.

He's even looking at moving to a state with universal health care coverage if he can - moving thousands of miles away from family and
friends just to have health care. No one should have to make this decision just to live happy, healthy lives.

Please don't make affordable health care out of my and my brother's reach. People's lives, their well-being, their livelihoods are on the line.
Thank you for your time.
Best,

Jessica Seales
Atlanta, Georgia



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sitara Nayak

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No Caps No Cuts to Medicaid

My name is Sitara Nayak and I live in Marietta, GA

My son Ishan Nayak is 16 yrs old, he is extremely social and loves to go to school and be among his
peers. Ishan is not your typical 16 yr old he has complex medical needs, to name a few of his
diagnoses Crohns Disease, Cerebral Palsy, two rare genetic syndromes Cri Du Chat & Trisomy 9, etc,
due to these medical issues my son uses a wheel chair and needs full one-on-one support for his daily
living needs. He needs Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy and because of Medicaid he is
able to get these services. Because of Medicaid waiver, he is able to have in home support. As his
parent it is extremely difficult to manage his daily living needs without support. Having Medicaid for
my son has been life changing for us as a family: It has enabled me to go back to work full time as we
have caregivers and certified Nursing assistants who are paid through Medicaid to help with my son’s
daily living needs (such as eating, bathing etc), it has prevented me from going on disability myself
(the constant lifting of my son has caused permanent damage to my back), it has prevented our family
from going bankrupt, as my son has had several hospital stays due to his medical complications. If
there was a life time cap, my son would’ve hit it in the first few years of his life and in 2003 he was
denied coverage by 8 insurance companies due to pre exisiting conditions. We moved states and he
was eligible to get the Deeming Medicaid Waiver in GA which is when he was able to get healthcare .
coverage again.

This Graham-Cassidy bill would significantly affect health care services for my son. The Medicaid Cap
would mean all non essential Medicaid items would be cut and the home health services he is getting
right now falls under the non-essential category. But for our family it is critical, without home health
services my son would have to be institutionalized and cost of institutional care far exceeds the cost of
in home care. Also due to the fact that the bill removes the mandatory requirement of coverage of pre-
existing conditions my son could go without insurance once again because of his medical conditions,
this would render him with no health insurance at all and in turn would cause our family to face
bankruptcy and my son would eventually end up at an institution because we will not be able to care
for him. '

I strongly urge congress to reject this bill as it would have dire consequences on my son, and our
family as a whole.

Sincerely,

Sitara Nayak

(Ishan’s Mom)
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Emma Meyer

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:29 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy hearing

My family and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare.

My father, a small business owner who has worked hard all his life, only recently was able to get necessary
surgeries to his hip and ankle to stop the agonizing, sustained pain he was experiencing. He is self-employed and
has had to pay exorbitant fees his whole life to provide himself and his family with (inadequate) healthcare. When |
was growing up, he paid hundreds of dollars a month for a plan with a $10,000 deductible.

| am a graduate student pursuing a PhD. | was on stipend through my university until recently and had coverage
through the student health plan. Once my health insurance stopped as my job changed, | sought out coverage
through the ACA. My husband and | struggle to pay our monthly bills for health insurance, but we know we would
not be able to afford health insurance at all if it weren't for the Affordable Care Act.

For these reasons and many others, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

| will be following this vote closely and voting against any of my elected representatives who try to undermine or
repeal the ACA.

Sincerely,
Emma Meyer
Decatur, Georgia
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kalynne Torok

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:47 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mrs. Kalynne Torok

3145 Blue Heron Pass

Powder springs, GA 30127
9202108555

116



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura Burroughs ¢

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:09 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: STOP PLAYING WITH MY LIFE. I AM NOT YOUR WHIPPING BOY!

Dear Senators:

| hate ObamaCare. | have paid more for less every year since it started. | am struggling to put my child through college
and | can’t afford to have specific basic dental and surgical procedures done because the $709 a month | pay as a
relatively healthy 50 year old for myself and my daughter doesn’t cover ANYTHING until | have paid in $6000, or
$12,000 as a family. | have over $2000 in medical bills on top of my premiums, and for the 3 year in a row, | will be
losing this coverage at the end of the year.

What | hate worse than all of this is that all of this you SENATORS who have EXCELLENT health benefits do NOT even
begin to grasp the stress, frustration, hardship and anger you are causing to millions of people by your blind, childish,
and hateful rhetoric and political machinations. Instead, you are finding NEW WAYS to see that we cannot support
ourselves or our families because you are too juvenile to work together. YES, that’s what the American people NEED--
you to work together in a bipartisan way. We are your boss, not your whipping boys!

There is no rational argument that can be made as to why it is humane to create a financial windfall for roughly 3 million
people (who have excellent access to healthcare) while over 320 miilion people are one major illness away from being
on welfare rolls, or worse, dying from it! You may have duped some people into believing they are part or your elitist
group, but has a person who WORKS for a living, | know you do not think of me as deserving.

You wurk for us and | will be doing everything in my power to see that any of my senators and representatives who dare
more interested in pulilical grandstanding Lhan they are in my welfare don’t get to spend another term in their offices.

Have a healthy day!

Laura Burroughs
Newnan, GA 30263
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Patsy Smith <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:29 AM
To: gchcomments
Cc:

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill
Attachments: NAMD STATEMENT ON GRAHAM-CASSIDY .pdf

Please let Senator Alexander and others work together to fix the problems with ACA. This new bill will greatly compromise the
most vulnerable of our citizens here in Georgia.

Medicaid in Georgia

« 2 million Georgians rely on Medicaid, and 1.3 million (67%) of those are children.

« Medicaid is the biggest source of federal funding coming into our state, at more than $7 billion dollars. Federal Medicaid
funds make up almost 20% of Georgia’s budget, making any loss of funding a guaranteed crisis for our state and its
residents.... -

« Medicaid gives people with disabilities the opportunity to live, work, and worship in their communities, rather than in
institutions.

« Medicaid allows older Georgians to age in place rather than moving to expensive nursing home care.

« Georgia already has a very slim Medicaid program; our per capita spending is the 2nd lowest in the country.

Proposed changes to Medicaid
« The Senate continues to discuss proposals that would cut and cap our state’s federal Medicaid funding, blow a hole in our

state budget and leave us to foot the bill.
e The Graham-Cassidy bill proposes to shift the Medicaid program from a federal-state partnership to a capped program with
far less funding. The additional “flexibility” offered to states through these block grants would be useless with less funding

available.

« Capping Medicaid funding through a ‘per capita cap’ creates a dial that Congress and the administration could use to ratchet
down any time they want additional savings from Medicaid to fund other priorities.

e Cuts to Medicaid funding would force Georgia to raise taxes, lower payments to doctors and take away health coverage
from children, older adults and people with disabilities. :

« Cuts to our Medicaid funding would put even greater pressure on our state budget and mabke it difficult to fund other
important priorities such as education, transportation and efforts to address the opioid epidemic.

« There is no way to cut Medicaid without harming people, including kids with special needs like autism, older adults who rely
on nursing care and people with disabilities who need support services to live independently.

Thank You,
Patsy Smith
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Wright. Kevin (Finance)

From: Fistherapy <.

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:54 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Subject: Afforable care act vs Trumpcare / Graham-Cassidy

As a Physical Therapist for 40 years ....

I urge the congress to do what us right and reject this latest attempt to repeal ACA and replace it
with Graham/Cassidy. :

I am scared. ] am a 64 year old therapist with pre-existing condition of heart disease.

Before ACA we were rejected by health insurance or told it would not cover our pre-existing
conditions. With ACA we had good coverage and while not inexpensive, it was affordable and
covered all our needs.

I don't want to lose our life savings or our home if we get sick. We have worked hard all our
lives and paid all our taxes.

Please reject this bill.

630 Galway drive
RS GA 30076

Bill Reif, MSPT
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Emily Lewis

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 12:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

Dear Sirs/ Madames,

I urge you to reject the Graham Cassidy bill. It will be a disaster for many Americans. As
an American citizen living abroad (and voting in Georgia), I can attest to the fact that is
it is possible to achieve health care that works for all and is affordable for all. Show your
commitment to the American people and let the bipartisan efforts to revise the ACA
continue. They Graham Cassidy bill is the worst one yet.

Senior citizens (my parents and inlaws), people with pre-existing conditions (my niece
and nephew, my brother in law, my brother), people with disabilities (all of my former
students from when I was a special educator in CT and MA) and the rest of the country
are counting on you to choose the American People over partisanship.

The time is now. The Untied States is so much better than this bill. Prove it to the world
that you believe the American people deserve better.

Emily Agraz,
mother of two
daughter

wife

sister
educator

US Citizen
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Anona Stoops

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 10:43 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: oppose Graham Cassidy

| am the mother of a 17 year old daughter, Martha, who has Down syndrome living in Decatur, GA. Medicaid has enabled my
daughter to access the vital health and education services that she needs to thrive. As she ages it will be Medicaid that will
enable her to access employment and live and engage as a citizen in her community. Martha is already on a waitlist to access
community based services in our state. Should this legislation pass Medicaid funding will be converted to block grants and per
capita caps. The end result will be dramatic cuts in such funding. This will leave Martha and many other vulnerable
individuals including the elderly and low-income Americans unable to have critical services that insure their dignity and social
and physical well-being. Martha also has a number of preexisting conditions. | am concerned that her access to affordable
treatment for these conditions is at risk if this legislation passes.

Please oppose Graham Cassidy and seek a bipartisan, deliberative, and ordered process to stabilize the markets and reform
Medicaid.

Thank you,

==
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:02 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Urgent: Against Graham Cassidy Proposed Legislation

Everyone who understands health care understands that this is a bad bill. | am concerned about the outcome for
millions of fellow Americans. Please register my email as a plea to kill the bill and go back to the bipartisan efforts to
improve what we have under the Affordable Care Act.

Expecting all 50 states to recreate the wheel makes zero sense. Republicans appear to want a political win to satisfy
donors instead of representing the needs of their many constituents. Wealthy Americans do not need another tax

break.

Thank you,

—
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ‘
Sent: Friday} September 22, 2017 8:53 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham -Cassidy

No CBO score but all indicators point to millions of Americans losing health coverage. A carve out for
Alaska? Is that not the same thing as an ear-mark? No protection for pre-existing conditions. Reordering large
segment of economy in what seems to be slap - dash manner. All major health care groups opposed to the

bill. Block grants to States--sure fire path to mischief to be polite. I could go on and on but you get the
picture. Terrible legislation.

Go back to regular order, hold hearings to get stakeholders input. Try something novel--bipartisan approach
Carole Johnston

30 Clarendon Av

Avondale Estates GA 30002

46



Lwri ht' Kevin (Finance). o ——————————————— -

From: Lindsay Smith

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: In Support of the Affordable Care Act

Dear Senators,

The Affordable Care Act as passed under the previous administration is not perfect, particularly as it was implemented in
the state of Georgia, where I live, without the Medicaid expansion that would have covered people who now fall within a
coverage gap. However, I believe that, because of the changes that have been made, we cannot just go back to a time
before most middle-class Americans were aware of the real cost of their healthcare. I am lucky enough to be able to
purchase health insurance through my employer, but I am very aware of the cost of both my premiums and the care I and
my family receive.

Please end the effort to score political points and move towards a thoughtful approach to legislation that would continue
to improve our healthcare system. Simply giving money to the states will not make the problem go away. Please
consider the welfare of ordinary American citizens when deciding on the path we will take as a nation.

Sincerely,

Lindsay Smith

Decatur, GA 30032
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ‘ Ellen Warner -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:53 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

My nephew and his girl friend have preexisting conditions He was born with a heart defect and she had cancer.
There are millions like them in this country. Every single person knows someone with a preexisting condition.

Unless you are 100% sure this bill will not harm them and unless the CBO confirms that please don't allow this bill out of
committee.

Ellen Warner
Cumming, GA

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Leslie Maddock (=
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:19 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare Catastrophe

Dear Senators,

Every single state Medicaid director, every major Healthcare association, the health insurance industry, and many other
experts in the healthcare field have stated their firm opposition to the Graham/Cassidy bill. As a resident of Georgia,
where nearly 1.2 million individuals will lose coverage under the bill, I share this opposition.

The proposition that 50 individual states will be able to develop high-functioning individual healthcare systems within
two years and with drastically less federal money is simply untrue. The promise that pre-existing conditions will not be
excluded for affordable insurance after federal waivers are applied is not believable. Disturbingly, no senator that | have
heard has been able to state truthfully any benefits to individuals that this bill would provide.

This process does not meet any democratic standard for major legislation. A groundswell of citizens has reemerged to
voice opposition to a terrible bill, developed in secret, that is being rushed through the Senate with NO PUBLIC
HEARINGS and NO CBO SCORE. | urge you to listen to these citizens and all who believe that America, like all other
developed nations, has an obligation to structure its economy so that each citizen has high-quality affordable

healthcare.

| urge you to vote down this terrible bill and work under regular order in a bipartisan way to improve the existing ACA.

Thank you for your consideration.

4950 vy Ridge DR SE Unit 204
Atlanta, GA 30339



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
_ _ P00 A

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:49 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Save Medicaid

My name is Camille Yahm, and I am a resident of Carrollton, GA where the University of West Georgia is
located. :

Forty-six years ago my little family returned to Decatur, GA to be near my parents after our experience as
educational missionaries living on the Island of Borneo under the auspices of the United Methodist Church
ended. Our last daughter was brain-injured at birth,and has the mental age of a 4-5 yr. old. She is one of the
dearest individuals one could ever want to meet. For many years she has been the beneficiary of Medicaid for
her medical care and medications, including her seizure control meds and those for respiratory infections due to
a fragile immune system.

Because her father is 84 yrs. old, and I am 78, we realize that our daughter will survive us. We have attempted
to make financial provisions for her upon our deaths. BUT if Medicaid funding is deleted and the Affordable
Care Act be repealed, our financial resources for her future lodging, food, caregivers, and medical care will be
insufficient and will be depleted quickly.

Our daughter represents the thousands in GA and millions across the US who are mentally and physically
disabled and similar to her in so many ways or are poor and elderly who are served in nursing homes with
Medicaid funding. Because these populations have no voice and in many instances no vote, we family
members and friends who love and support them must speak on their behalf. We simply hope that those of you
in the Senate will be listening to us and our personal stories. Many of us are on limited incomes and have
Medicare as our primary insurance carrier. So we will not be profiting from the tax cuts that appear to be
promised to the millionaires and billionaires among us when those dollars could/should be going into the
funding for Medicaid to assist "'the least of these". Please do not abandon us at this critical time in our lives,
but please cast your vote against the latest healthcare bill being brought before you next week. I earnestly ask
that you seek ways and means to work in bi-partisan efforts to maintain the best of the ACA and work on
effectively righting those negative elements to make healthcare truly affordable and accessible by ALL the
citizens of our amazing nation.

Gratefully,
Camille Yahm, mother and co-guardian of Wendi Funk

"The way to love anything is to realize that it might be lost."
G. K. Chesterton
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Renee Snow

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:43 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: re: Graham-cassidy bill

Please, for the good of our country, DO NOT PASS THIS BILL! It is not a true healthcare bill but rather an attempt by the
Republican party to placate their corporate backers. This travesty of a bill, will harm literally millions of Americans who
would not have an affordable alternative to healthcare, especially those of us that have pre-existing conditions. Please
understand, we are not all millionaires!

Sincerely,

Renee Snow, President

ik A S A A Bty

6505 Commerce Pkwy, Suite A
Woodstock GA 30189
770-874-5706

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Theodore Blumoff

Sent: “Friday, September 22, 2017 11:42 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Reject the latest effort at repeal and replace

I have taught ethics for many years in both law and medical school settings. Among the points I hope to instill
in my students is care for those less well off than we, to respect the law, and to think about how we incentivize
that respect. The so-called "Graham Cassidy" bill is immoral and produces disincentives to good

governing. To the second point first. The plan is to take hundreds of billions from Medicaid across the

board. Inasmuch as Medicaid provides health care to the least well off among us, it suffers from moral decay to
start with. But the disincentives arise because it takes money from those states which, following the ACA, have
cared for the weakest among us, and gives it to those states who don't. In other words, it rewards those states
whose leaders were guilty of gross negligence with respect to the well being of the poorest among their
constituents. This is an act of moral degeneracy, especially when these cutbacks and reallocations are designed
to enrich the most well off among us. This is shameful. It finds no comfort in 1 Isa. 57: 14-58, or Matt. 5-7,
which is to say: This proposed bill finds no home in the Judeo-Christian tradition.

Professor Ted Blumoff, Ph.D., J.D.
Mercer University School of Law
1021 Georgia Ave

Macon, GA 31207

478-301-2634 (Office)
478-301-2259 (Fax)
678-296-1632 (Cell)
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Heather Dobbin

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 7:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Affordable healthcare is the cornerstone of any developed, modern country. In the past, I have often gone
without needed medical care due to its prohibitive cost. My family members have had to struggle with medical
bills while battling terminal cancer, the same cancer that Senator McCain is battling, in fact. Currently, millions
of Americans rely on the ACA. It does have its flaws, but efforts to replace it should be bi-partisan and
methodical. Doing otherwise would be irresponsible and represent a step backwards for our nation. Therefore, I
strongly urge that the Graham-Cassidy bill not be passed.

Sincerely,

Heather Dobbin
Lawrenceville, Ga
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Laurie Ann Lawrenc
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 7:19 PM
To: . gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

Committee Members:

| write as a citizen concerned very deeply with fellow citizens' access to health care; a type-two diabetic who,
fortunately, can afford to absorb a hit if my insurance and prescription bills go up, but understands perfectly well how
horribly such an increase will affect tens of thousands of others; and a college professor who talks to colleagues and
students every day about how terrified they are of leaving crucial healthcare decisions in the hands of state
governments that have oftentimes already demonstrated a willingness not to put patient care at the top of the priority
fist.

In short, you don't need me or anyone else to martial the evidence for what a colossally reckless piece of legislation
this is. Committee member Senator Grassley admitted as much on live television the other night, and Senator
Barrasso did the same on live television not thirty minutes ago.

You all already know that this is terrible policy, and we all know that you know it. It's long past time for the people who
campaigned on repealing ACA to realize that the tide has turned--public support for the provisions this bill most directly
threatens is overwhelming, and all the claims to the contrary are transparently untrue.

Politics aside: we also all know that the only reason not to wait for a CBO score is that you already know it'll be bad for
you. Whether you imperil the well-being of 28 million people instead of 32 million people, you're still doing something
horrifying to a huge chunk of the population you're sworn to serve.

In hopes of a moment of sanity after years of smoke-blowing, dishonesty, and campaign-finance-driven dissembling....
Sincerely,

Laurie Ann Lawrence

Rk Uk Uk Uk kK ok Uk Uk Uk Uk Uk

Laurie Ann Lawrence
340 North Grove Ct.
McDonough, GA 30252-3935
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Justin Hargesheimer~

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 7:12 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Support for the Affordable Care Act

To whom it may concern

| feel that the Graham-Cassidy bill would be extremely unfair to the millions of lower income Americans that
would lose their health care coverage due to realities of the market. By not covering Medicaid, pre-existing
conditions, disabilities or taking affordability into account this legislation would bring the number of people
without health insurance up. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely,

Justin Hargesheimer

Atlanta, GA
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

- S
From: SUE ROWLAN
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 7:05 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Do NOT Support the Graham-Cassidy Bill

Senator Isakson, _

Please do NOT support the Graham-Cassidy Bill ..Please .Do Not Cut Medicaid....

My 21 yr old son, Jonathan, has multiple disabilities, was born with multi-chamber hydrocephalus, Visual Impairments,
Seizures, Cerebral Palsy, is non-verbal and wheelchair dependent. He's had 32 neurosurgeries for shunt problems. . He
was on Katie Beckett Medicaid until age 18. Now he is on regular Medicaid. Our family insurance through GEHA is still
the primary insurance for him and Medicaid is secondary. We are very thankful for all this coverage!!! We do not know
what we would have done or would do without GEHA and Medicaid to cover his many surgeries, specialists, CT scans,
MRIs, lab work, medical/mobility equipment, medications, and hospitalizations. My husband borrowed against his
retirement 3 times to help pay for Jonathan's medical care and expenses...even after insurance had covered its part.

| work with the SWGA health district in Albany with the Babies Can't Wait Program, the Children's Medical Services
Program, and with Parent to Parent of Georgia as an information specialist for kids with special healthcare needs and
disabilities.

i don't have to tell you how poor so many of our Georgia families are. Please vote NO for the Graham-Cassidy bill and
protect Medicaid coverage for our most vulnerable population.

Respectfully,

Sue Rowland
229-894-0133

134 Silver Leaf Drive
Albany, GA. 31721

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Rebecca Fly GGG

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:55 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

My state, Georgia, chose not to take the medicaid expansion. As a result we've had 6 rural hospitals close. One
of those was near my elderly parents. Having to drive an hour to get to a hospital can mean life or death if you
are having a heart attack or any other critical issue.

In addition, when my sister had to use the emergency services at a hospital 2 counties over, they didn't have the
resources to do her blood work. It took 3 days for them to send the blood work out and get it back.

The services available to all of us depend on enough of us having adequate healthcare coverage.
In addition to healthcare issues with hospitals closing is the issue of lost jobs in these rural areas that

desperately need jobs. If we don't have enough people with adequate health care coverage, health care workers
will lose their jobs.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Renee Kirlin

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:32 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare!!!

Dear Senators

After working 18 years as a nurse and 6 years as an Activity Director at High-rises for older adults, | developed Crohn's
disease. This is an expensive and, without proper medication, debilitating disease. | started working at age 16 and
continue to do so as much as | can on a part time basis. Because I'm immune compromised | can no longer work in
hospitals and my current job does not pay much. Obamacare has allowed me to remain active in my church and
community. | really do not know what the State of Georgia would do with blocks of money for healthcare. Many times
money does not go to the purpose for which it was allocated. My fear is that with a pre-exiting condition, | will no longer
be able to afford insurance and will lose my home as well as my always tenuous "health".

Please do not pass the current bill now before the Congress. As a nation, we can do better than this.
Sincerely,

Renee Kirlin

960 Schoel Dr

Decatur Ga. 30033

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: June Lawson ey

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:30 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Hearing Comments

[ have two family members who benefit from the current Medicaid program. | am asking you to please do not pass the
Graham-Cassidy Bill that will threaten access to community living, employment opportunities and education supports.
My family members work and live independently in an assistant living facility. This bill would be devastating to them.

| appreciation your sincere consideration.

June Lawson
819 River Street

229.242.1170 phone
229.245.3670 fax

Notice: This email contains confidential or proprietary information which may be legally privileged. It is intended only for
the named recipient (s). If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected the email, please notify the author by
replying to this message. If you are not the named recipient, you are not authorized to use, disclose, distribute, copy,
print or rely on this email, and should immediately delete it from your computer system.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Aggie

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 10:35 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: healthcare

STOP this disaster - this is not a Healthcare Bill for Americans. It is a death sentence.

A. Desmond
Canton, GA 30114
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Beth English SR
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 10:16 AM

To: gchcomments

Cc: 'Katy Neas'; 'Jacobson, Eric'

Subject: comments from Southern Georgia

Our organization has supported people with disabilities for 60 years. | have personally served in the disability
field for 41 years. During our 2017 fiscal year, our organization touched the lives of over 6700 children and
adults with disabilities residing in 60 of Georgia's (mainly rural) counties. The Medicaid program is vital to their
very lives. Their ability to live in small group residences with the appropriate nursing care depends on the
Medicaid waiver program....an optional service that could be endangered if federal funding

diminishes. Georgia also has a waiting list for disability services that tops the 8000 mark. Will these
individuals continue to wait for the services that they need to be productive, contributing citizens? Medical
science saves premature babies, individuals who are injured or become seriously ill. Will our nation leave
them to a quality of life that has no quality? The most vulnerable of our citizens NEED Medicaid

coverage. Please do NOT pass the Graham-Cassidy bill on Monday. Lives depend on your decision.

Beth English
Executive Director
P 229.439.7061 « F 229.435.6278

easterseals.com/southerngeorgia

" easterseals

3

" HIPAA Privacy Rule requires covered entities to safeguard certain Protected Health Information (PHI) related to a person's healthcare. Information being
sent to you may include PHI, after appropriate consent, acknowledgment or authorization from the patient or under circumstances that do not require
patient authorization. You, the recipient, are obligated to maintain PHI in a safe and secure manner. You may not re-disclose this patient information
without additional patient consent or as required by law. Unauthorized re-disclosure or failure to safeguard PH! could subject us, or you, to penalties
described in federal (HIPPA) and state law. If you, the reader of this message, are not the intended recipient, please notify us immediately and destroy

the related message. Thanks for your help.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: simone de vries

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 7:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: repeal of the ACA

To whom it may concern,

Do you understand you are playing with peoples lives?
Millions may loose their healthcare, the number that keeps coming up is 32 million.
Many of them will be handicapped and people with pre existing conditions.

My daughter, she is a beautiful 5 year old and both SHE AND I have pre existing conditions.

She was born with Atrium Septum defects in her heart and although she has since grown over that, it does
mean we will most likely have to pay a much higher premium for her insurance.

Especially when there are going to be lifetime caps, you set her up for failure.

You can claim insurance is available to her but it is not affordable.

For myself life would be a living hell.

I have Rheumatoid Arthritis, bamboo spine, chronic back pain after numerous extensive surgeries,
celiac disease and severe depression.

I would be in extreme pain and frankly I don't know if I could live like that.

What about my daughter, I would like to see her grow up.

Please consider the human beings you will be hurting, your fellow citizens.
Please find it in your heart to stand up for the people who will be severely impacted.

Put People before Party!
~ Vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy proposal!

THANK YOU!

e =
oS
<Rl
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janet Barstow~

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:26 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Please do NOT pass the Graham-Cassidy bill. It hasn't had a chance to be analyzed, there has been no time for
input from people and organizations who would be affected. But from what information is available, it
appears to make health care insurance unaffordable for something like 32 million people. That's 32 MILLION.
Far too many of these people will then not seek treatment for ailments that could only be treated in the early
stages. Emergency rooms will be overloaded.

In addition, Medicare and Medicaid will be weakened. If it weren't for Medicare, the life-saving surgery | have
received would have left me homeless. And | -- and tens of thousands like me -- have saved all | can for my old
age, but if | need years and years of nursing home care, only Medicaid will allow it. The salaries | was paid in
my younger days did not allow for the current healthcare prices.

Without Medicaid, children will suffer and die. Without the ACA, whole families will die or become homeless.
If you care about the people in this country, you will not pass this harmful bill.

T—
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rosanne Doyle

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:13 PM

To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: No to Graham Cassidy .. I have phones Sen Isakson in DC &

ATL .. no position on the bill has been released by his office. His staffers, as an extension of Isakson, refuse to disclose a
tabulation on the constituent calls. #shameful

Rosanne Doyle

425 Junction Trak
Roswell, GA 30075
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Lauren Silberman YNNG

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:09 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Do NOT repeal the ACA

I'm very concerned about the latest attempt to repeal the ACA. I have been self employed since before the ACA
meaning that I have been on individual insurance over the past 12 years. I am scared to death about what
happens if you take away the 10 essential benefits as I remember what it was like then. [ saw my father's $1.3
million hospital bill 2 years ago when he was sick and went into the ICU. Fortunately, there was no cap so he
did not go bankrupt from getting very ill. Before the ACA our individual annual coverage capped out at
$250,000 which is nothing when you are sick. In addition, I have an asthmatic son and the idea of him not
having coverage for his pre-existing asthma is very scary. I have friends with cancer who would not be alive if
it weren't' for the ACA coverage because their benefits would have run out.

Giving the states the right to waive certain benefits is a big mistake. I should not have more or less coverage
than my fellow citizen who lives in another state.

I implore you to PLEASE work together to find a bipartisan solution to the health insurance issue in this
country. The ACA is far from perfect but it has helped keep many people alive and healthier than they would
have been otherwise. Repealing it will be a catastrophe.

Lauren Silberman
5150 Meadowlake Ln
Dunwoody, GA 30338

The Silberman Team
Realtors | Associate Brokers
Lauren:

Emails
Web:
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Long

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:16 PM

To: info@johnnyisakson.com; gchcomments

Subject: Comments regarding proposed healthcare legislation

Today I am writing as a concerned citizen about this newest proposal for healthcare. I am writing as an intelligent, educated, and
scared woman who cannot fathom why anyone would think this bill is a good idea.

I am a daughter of two cancer survivors who would not be able to afford coverage if Georgia was left to settle the issue of pre-existing
conditions. I would lose my parents because you want to make your friends get richer. My parents are not poor people. They are hard
working retirees who benefited from the Affordable Care Act's rules on pre-existing conditions. High risk pools, which is what states
would try to pass off as equal, are not the same thing. They are false hope for people like my parents who both developed cancer not
through bad living but through bad luck. My mother was diagnosed with lung cancer. She has never smoked or been in environments
that would contribute to that. Her surgeon said that her lungs looked perfect except for that tumor that left her with only half of her left
lung. My father has leukemia, yet works every day in his garden and talks of ending his retirement to go back to work because he
doesn't trust this congress or president to keep promises to take care of our older generation.

However, this isn't only detrimental to them. I am 41. Prior to ACA, I worked jobs making very little money. I did it for the benefits of
health insurance that I couldn’t get on my own. I was turned down and rejected from every single plan [ applied for because of my
previous diagnosis of uterine cancer. Upon getting coverage through the healthcare.gov website, I was able to open my own businoss
and did quite well for myself. However, now I have had to close my business because of nearly monthly threats from Congress acting
like people like me don't deserve healthcare coverage.

This would also affect hard working residents of states where medicare doesn't cover nursing homes and assisted living. My aunt, who
has no husband or children, is suffering from dementia and severe arthritis. She has worked as a nurse her entire life until a fire took
her home five years ago. At age 85 and with a memory span of about 2 minutes, she can't care for herself. Yet we know that if this bill
passes and becomes law, she'll have no way to pay for care. Medicaid was the only option we had left for her. She has 38,000 in the
bank. That would barely cover a year. Then what? I live in dread every day for the phone call that she has hurt herself or someone clse
because she became confused. Yet if [ move her to a nursing home I will have to give up the home she lives in now. So a year from
now where do I place her? How do I know she'll get the care she needs?

You have alrcady killed my dreams of entrepreneurship and creativity. Now you may kill my parents too. I can already tell you that [
won't ever vote for you. But now I can tell you that I won't ever forgive you either.

Sincerely,
Dr. Rebecca lone Long
404-285-2131

77 Sutton Place
Avondale Estates, GA 30002
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:38 PM

To: gchcomments:

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mr. Michael Piansky

2431 Glen Oaks Ct NE

Atlanta, GA 30345
6785962197



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Allison Kaczenski “

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:36 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Allison Kaczenski

Subject: Graham Cassidy healthcare bill opposition

Good afternoon -

My name is Allison Kaczenski and I am the mom to two wonderful children. A 5 year old boy who joyfully is
healthy. And to a 3 year old daughter, Katelyn, who was born with a rare chromosomal deletion. Due to
Katelyn's medical needs I oppose the Graham Cassidy healthcare bill which excludes pre-existing

conditions. She should not be denied coverage due to something that shie was born with and will have for her
entire life. And she should not have a maximum lifetime cap put on her care which she would run through very
early in life - how are we setting her up to thrive as an adult?

Our family relies on the Katie Beckett Medicaid Deeming Waiver in Georgia as a SECONDARY form of
insurance for Katelyn. This Medicaid Waiver has been critical to the care of Katelyn and to our families
financial well being. I continue to work to maintain my private insurance, but have had to reduce my hours in
order to be able to better care for both of my children, primarily Katelyn.

Medicaid has allowed our family to continue to be a part of society and help the economy in many other ways
and not just paying money to the healthcare system. Any child or adult should not have to fight for their care,
should not have to worry about a pre-existing condition, nor worry about choosing what care they receive
because they are worried about a maximum lifetime cap.

Please vote NO on the Graham Cassidy healthcare bill and think of all the children who cannot make their
voices heard. Please hear this from me, who is one tired and scared mom, please vote no. Please do what is
right for the special needs community, the rare disease community and for so many more.

Regards -

Lilburn, GA 30047
678-832-9133
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: John Maerz </}

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:25 PM

To: : gchcomments

Subject: please vote against the Graham-Cassidy legislation
Senators,

You are no doubt inundated with calls, emails, and letters from your constituents as well as Americans from all over the country as you deliberate on
vour support for the Giraham-Cassidy legislation. | am writing you to offer my story among the thousands of stories you have likely heard. in the
hopes that my contribution to their collective weight will compel you to vote against the Graham-Cassidy legislation.

[ am the proud father of 3 sons. My sons mean everything to me. 1f you met my sons you would see three thriving young men. You would be
nnaware that fwo of them have a rare genetic disorder and that they are thriving in part because of the impact the Affordable Care Act (ACA) hus had
on their access (o quality, alfordable healthcare.

Two of my sons were born with a genetic disorder that affects approximately 1 in 5000 children. The disease is manageable with regular monitoring
from a specialist and a restricted diet including a reliance on specialty foods and medically necessary formulas. Without this treatment. children born
with this disorder gradually descend into mental retardation; their hadies essentially poisoned by their inability to efficiently breakdown a common
essential amino acid.

For my aldest son. he spent the first 11 years of his life eating a highly restricted dist and having to have frequent visits with speeialists and dictitians
to carefully monitor his growth and development. We sustained him mostly on special medical foods such as pastas that cost $10-$15 dollars per box
{compare that (0 a box of regular past that costs $1-$2 dollars). The additional costs of those foods was thousands of dollars per year in addition to a
high volume of nutritional formulas. monthly blood tests. and regular trips to cities to meet with specialists. | was fortunate. I had access to good
health insurance. and we lived in New York, which mandated coverage of the disorder by insurers, medically necessary foods and nutritional
supplements, and seeing specialists. My son could not be excluded from my insurance for a pre-existing condition, so I did not have to purchase
additional high risk insurance or make the unbearable decision to go without, However.we witnessed other families who lacked quality insurance,
and could not afford direct costs of the medical foods. Just as Jimmy Kimmel noted in his personal story. my son benefited not just from the
protections offered hy the state of New Yark, but also by the simple fortune of being my son. It is elearly immoral that other children should not
have the same access to care simply because their families could not afford better insurance.

in 2005 we moved to Georgia. We found a quality clinic and I was fortunate to have top health care through my employer. However, unlike New
York. Georgia exempted insurers from covering many of the medical needs of my sons. Now with two sons needing treatment, we were forced to
meet high deductibles, had only partial or no coverage of medically necessary formulas and foods. and high copays for seeing specialists. We were
spending thousands of dollars a year in addition to our regular medical costs for an easily managed disorder simply because Georgia was allowed to
setits own standards of insurable care. We were also looking at the reality that our sons could quickly meet our annual and lifetime limits of
coverage. Cieorgia's policies were not about savings, reducing costs, or maximizing coverage for other people. My premiums were higher in
(reorgia and the state had an ahysmal rafe of insurance coverage for her citizens, The move from Mew York to Georgia made another fact clear about
healtheare in America [t didn’t just matter whether you were fartinate fo he horn to parents who could provide top health insuranca. It also mattered
what state vou were born or lived in. 1 cannot imagine anyone could argue it is a conservative value to defend a state’s right to decide that their
children deserve less access to quality care.

By the time my oldest and voungest sons were 11 and 2. a medicine was developed that revolutionized the treatment of their disorder. The drug
worked with their natural body enzymes. allowing them to eat a regular diet. The medicine changed the trajectories of their lives. They are thriving
academically and personally. The medicine reduces the chronic. daily challenge of managing their diets. and normalized their disorders into
something smaller and routine, The catch. The cost of the drugs was thousands of doltars per child per year, and we were constantly fighting for
caverage hy onr insurance company. Fortunately. the Affordable Care Act came into faw and addressed many of the challenges people face when
managing chronic diseases and disorders. Georgia could no fonger exempt our health insurer from covering the basic carc my sons needed. and their
medically necessary formulas and the new medicing were now rightly covered as medical prescriptions. They could not be tossed off my insurance
for having “pre-existing” conditions. and their medical costs would not threaten our lifetime maximum benefits. Increases in my premiums slowed,
and my annnal out of pocket expenses were reduced by thousands of dellars a year. Mind you, Georgia would never have enacted policics on her
own 1o improve aceess to fair and affordable health care. Georgia remains one of the states that has continued to fight against expanded healthcare
access for her citizens. and is precisely why federal healthcare policies are so vital.

The Graham-Cassidy legislation will dismantle the federal protections that have insured that my sons and millions of other people were given
reasonable access to care. You know full well that the legislation will not increase access to care. There is no economic model where reducing the
total amount of revenne spent on healtheare leads to lower premiums and increased coverage. You also know that Graham-Cassidy is, by design.
financially punitive to states that have worked hard to maximize health care access, while rewarding states like Georgia that have persisted in their
cfforts to deny their citizens quality affordable care. Finally, the law will allow states to revert back to the policies that limit lifetime benefits,
exclude essential care like women’s reproductive care and mental health, and preclude people with high cost disorders or histories of diseasc. These
will undoubtedly force peaple with pre-existing conditions back into expensive high risk ponls or to go without managed caro, There will be a return
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to expensive plans with fewer benefits that require high deductibles and copays and overall greater out of pocket expenses. The quality of most
American lives will go down. How can we be certain? Because, that was the world we lived in before the ACA.

Ftully recognize that developing a national healtheare system iz a complex prablam. and 1 believe you are sincere in your desire W shape i betlen
system for all Americans. | alsq respect that it is the desire of consergarives,1g.sgek sglytions to prablems that rely more on local control. Dut despite
the rhetorie, Democrats and Republicans know that the federal government has an important role in establishing national minimum standards for all
Americans regardless of which state they live in. and for leveling the playing ficld among states so we function as a union. 1f you all did not believe
in the positive role of the federal government. you would not have dedicated your careers to service in federal governance.

Yes. there are many challenging problems where the decisions that must be made are difficult, but a decision to reject Graham-Cassidy is not one of
them. This is a terrible. immoral bill, While it may reduce the influence of the federal government, it achieves nothing towards improving aceess
to affordable healthcare, improving lives, and it will knowingly hurt millions of people. That is the very definition of government

failure. Avoiding such a failure rests with you.

Thank you for vour time. consideration. and service | hope and evpect that you will do the right thing, and withhold your support of the Graham-
Cassidy legistation. The people of this country are counting on you.

Respectfully.

Dr. John Macrz
Athens, GA

11



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Diane Fisher

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:04 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Opposition to Graham-Cassidy Bill

My husband and | are self-employed and for years have faced the challenge of securing quality, affordable
healthcare. When the ACA became the law of the land, we were able to purchase insurance that covered us
completely. We were fortunate to be healthy up until last year when | was diagnosed with Coton Cancer
during a screening colonoscopy. Under ACA, it was covered completely. Fortunately, my cancer was caught
early. [ had no symptoms. After surgery, my prognosis for a healthy future is excellent. But| now have a
pre-existing condition. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. If Graham-Cassidy passes,
citizens like me face an uncertain future of how we will be able to afford health insurance. | would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Diane Munzer Fisher
Peachtree Corners, GA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: on behalf of bruce johnston“
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 8:36 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Title of Hearing: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
Hearing Date: September 15 2017
Carole H. Johnston
30 Clarendon Av

Avondale Estates GA 30002

e No CBO score so you have no idea the impact the bill will have either in terms of money or impact
on real live Americans

e Bill has not been subjected to regular order, no attempt at bipartisan input, no hearings thus far for
stakeholders input )

e Best estimates are that millions of Americans will lose health care and that premiums for other
Americans will balloon greatly

e No real guarantee of protection for those hundreds of thousands of Americans with pre-existing
conditions

e  Multiple health-related organizations, including the American Medical Association and AARP, are
opposed to the contents of the bill

e Even Insurance organizations have voiced opposition to the bill
e All 50 Directors of State Medicaid agencies have opposed the bill
e Atleast 10 Governors have expressed opposition to the bill

e Estimates put the approval rating at this bill at under 20%

In addition to my concerns about Graham-Cassidy, I am very concerned that the Affordable Care Act, the current
law of the land is being starved by the Trump Administration. Surely such an action is political malpractice at
best and dereliction of duty to uphold the Laws of the US at worst. The bottom line is that people suffer as a
result of the deliberate attempt to sabotage an Act designed to help Americans.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

U

Kathryn Tomaschik

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:17 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Kathryn Tomaschik

2645 Fleur de Lis Place
Dunwoody, Georgia 30360-1409
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dorothy C

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:15 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

" Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of'hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Dorothy C

i

P.O. Box 295
Ellenwood, Georgia 30294
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Cruce

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:15 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heéringé and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearihg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Stop this madness!

Richard Cruce

3749 Loveland Terrace
Atlanta, Georgia 30341

51



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathryn Tomaschik

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:15 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medica! device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
‘received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearihg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Kathryn Tomaschik
2645 Fleur de Lis Placw
Dunwoody, Georgia 30360
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon & James BLACKMAN ~

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:27 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Sharon & James BLACKMAN

Sharon & James
Riverdale , Georgia 30296

51



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon & James BLACKMAN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:28 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

I u'rge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Sharon & James BLACKMAN

-

Sharon & James
Riverdale , Georgia 30296

39



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) e ——————

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jawara Pittman

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:11 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

As you KNOW, the newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of
healthcare, devastating working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in
protecting so many Americans. Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20
billion tax break for the highly-profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in
profits stashed offshore on which it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

IN MY VIEW, OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS ARE TO BE DEEMED ILLEGAL, UNLAWFUL &
CRIMINAL!

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jawara Pittman

2025 Peachtree Rd. NE, Apt. 533
Atlanta, Georgia 30309-1477
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finjance)

From: Mandy Mastrovita

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:24 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: I urge you to vote against the Graham-Cassidy bill
Hello:

I am a constituent from Athens, Georgia urging you to vote against the Graham-Cassidy bill currently in the
Senate. The Graham-Cassidy bill is a disaster for anyone with pre-existing medical conditions, ever for those
who have health insurance through their employers. Stop subsidizing the corrupt health insurance industry and
do more to make decent health insurance available for all Americans.

Sincerely,
Mandy Mastrovita

175 Tilson Rd.
Athens, GA 30606

78



Wright, Kevin (Finillc_:e)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ekrabeth Kelly

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:27 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Elizabeth Kelly

4

900 West Tyler St
Dalton, Georgia 30720

16



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jan Yate

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:18 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jan Yates

37 Lakeshore Dr
Forsyth, Georgia 31029

10



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:43 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Rae Young
ryoung1315@yahoo.com

'2820 Peachtree Rd. NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30305



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) - poo——

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:23 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Leaving America helpless

If the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill passes, it will leave Americans, especially with pre-existing conditions, helpless.
My niece has an intellectual and physical disability. She is receiving SSI and has Medicaid. She recently required heart
surgery and suffered two brain aneurysms. Her hospital bill was in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. If a cap is
placed on Medicaid recipients, then a cap is placed on her care and ability to recover, or perhaps survive.
Please place Americans above profit and your donors.
Thank you,

y

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Holly Hodge

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote NO on Graham Cassidy

I am writing to respectfully express my opposition to many of the measures in the new Healthcare Proposal
before the Senate. As a middle class woman in my 50's living in Georgia, I cannot express strongly enough
how unaffordable healthcare may become for me and many others like me. I have fairly common conditions for
my age - hypertension and a cholesterol issue. I can only imagine I will develop more as I age. Should I be
denied the ability to get insurance based on those conditions?

At this very moment, I am careful to consider what I tell my medical provider or what tests I let her perform as I
feel any "negative" information goes on my permanent record and will be used against me in getting medical
insurance. [ am thinking twice before seeking medical treatment as prescribed... this is no way to live.

I am painfully aware of how an unexpected illness can impact someone. I was extremely fortunate to have good
health insurance (largely available to me because I worked for a company which provided insurance to its
employees) when I found I needed to have a brain tumor removed. My husband asked me to add up the bills
and see how much that whole illness would have cost if we'd had no health insurance. I couldn't face the idea
because I didn't have to add it all up to get a total number. I could hazard enough of a guess to know that it
would have added up to us liquidating all our hard earned retirement savings or selling our home (or perhaps
both.) Given my circumstance, I was especially proud of John McCain (and the others) who voted no on the
last health care reform bill because I felt, he, of all people had a better understanding of the gravity of the
situation. Having a hole drilled in your head makes for all kinds of life changes.

Please do not believe that "affordable" really means affordable. Premiums are going up, AND that for which
each of us is responsible (deductibles and out-of-pocket maximums) are going up, ostensibly to keep premiums
from rising as much as they might.

May I comment that Healthcare Reform seems very targeted at more of an insurance reform rather than a real,
meaningful, constructive look at how to better health care and control costs.

I ask both parties to decry partisan politics and find a way to craft an affordable and sustainable health care
system for this country. We need to join the rest of the world in providing care for our citizens if we wish to
continue as a great nation.

Regards,

Holly Hodge
Rome, Georgia
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: John Duggar ~

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:11 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Republican Health Care Failure

One of the things that angers me most about health care and the Republicans is that for seven years they have
not even tried to develop any actual, workable health program. The latest bill makes it absolutely clear that their
many long years of opposition, argument and accusation had no underlying purpose at all except to force any
and every health program proposal of any kind to fail. They can't hide it anymore--they do not want any type of
national health program at all in the United States, and they will sacrifice the health of every last one of us to
make that happen.

Republicans offer nothing to the citizens at all in the way of health care, and they never did. They have totally
failed to respond in any way to address the clear and obvious needs of their constituencies. They ignore and
mock citizens with sick children, aging parents, and wounded veterans without any shame or empathy for our
families, our neighbors and our communities. They are empty, soulless and mean, and ultimately hypocritical.
They suck up the unlimited health services doled out by the Congressional health program--which is paid for by
taxpayers-- while refusing to come to the aid of the voters who put them in office. There is no reason to reelect
any of them. If there is justice in the voting booth, 2018 will be the rightful end of the Republican party.

John Duggar
Atlanta, GA

60



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond Lampe

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:14 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

single payer healthcare single payer healthcare single payer healthcare single payer
healthcare single payer healthcare single payer healthcare single payer healthcare single
payer healthcare single payer healthcare single payer healthcare single payer healthcare
single payer healthcare single payer healthcare single payer healthcare single payer
healthcare single payer healthcare single payer healthcare Got it?

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

_~working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.

Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

I urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. it's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

‘Raymond Lampe
3186 Vine Circle '
Decatur, Georgia 30033



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elak Swindel| e

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:09 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heari‘ngs and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Elak Swindell

807 Academy Ave.
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

21
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Kimberley Mason ~

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:03 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy health bill

[ am against the Graham Cassidy bill which is currently before Congress. This bill will destroy people like my son, who is autistic. He
has a pre-existing condition, which means he would likely be charged extra for health insurance. Since 80% of autistic people are
unemployed or underemployed due to their disability, it is unlikely that he would be able to afford such coverage. He would not be
able to turn to Medicaid under this bill, because funding will be dramatically cut. That means that if he is ever seriously ill, he will
face death or bankruptcy. 1 to 2 % of the American population is autistic. That is an awful lot of people that we would be condemning
to death. Many of our autistic friends currently live in the community thanks to funding from Medicaid. Under the Graham Cassidy
bill, those people would be returned to institutions, where they would have no choice over their own direction in life. That is
unacceptable. An America that locks away its disabled people, or flat out lets them die, is not an America [ want to live in.

I myself have am female and I have a thyroid condition. Both would be considered pre-existing conditions, and would mean that
health insurance could be out of my reach.

Every other western nation makes health care available to its people. Our country has the wealth and resources to do the same. We
cannot be a great country if we do not care for our citizens.

Please reject the Graham Cassidy bill because it is cruel and destructive legislation.

Sincerely,
Kim Mason -
Harlem, GA



Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:36 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: DO NOT REPEAL ACA!

Hello,

My name is Marleese Mills, and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the
Graham-Cassidy bill. I struggle with mental health issues that sometimes affect my mobility as well. I am
not in school and work for a small family-owned restaurant that does not offer insurance. Because of this,
it was not until the ACA that I was able to obtain insurance to see a doctor for even a basic check up.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Marleese Mills

Atlanta, GA

30



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jenifer Alexander

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:07 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bil—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of héarings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jenifer Alexander

3336 Woodrun Trail
Marietta, Georgia 30062

67
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

John Gordon

Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:59 AM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

| recelved dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’ s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

John Gordon

e |

3799 Crossvine Bend
Marietta, Georgia 30066
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shyla Nambiar~

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Hello,

My name is Shyla Nambiar, and I am a resident of Georgia who has an ACA policy. My policy has helped me
out greatly in having affordable insurance, as it has millions and millions of Americans across the country. The
majority of Americans approve of the program.

I have a pre-existing condition, so I am greatly concerned about changes that will affect coverage for people
with pre-existing conditions, as well as risk an increase in premiums, not to mention the repeated attempts to
take Medicaid coverage away from people. Instead of inanely attempting to repeal the ACA over and over
again, why doesn't Congress work in a bipartisan manner to fix existing problems and strengthen the program?
There are millions of people across the country who wonder why you all can't seem to work together and get
important legislation done. It is very frustrating to voters who expect you all to get positive things done for this
country, not waste time and taxpayer dollars making things worse.

Sincerely,

Jinti
e —
gl

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance) — —

From: C

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 10:39 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ’ Repair ACA, but don't pass Graham Cassidy bill

Please do not pass this abhorrent bill. The ACA has weaknesses but please do not pass the Graham Cassidy bill. We
should be moving toward, not away from, helping people live without fear that an illness will devastate their.financial
lives. There has to be a less severe remedy. Let's try something more reasonable than this extreme bill.

Thank you,

Coral Stavros
Newnan, GA

45



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:57 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill. | rely on health insurance coverage
obtained through the Affordable Care Act. | will be unable to afford health care, and will possibly be
uninsurable, without this coverage. Congress need to fix the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Theresa L. Teague
Atlanta, GA

25



Wright, Kevin (Finance) —————— e ———— ——

From: *-
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:33 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote NO

Stating in the bill that pre-existing conditions will be covered is misleading. Why open the door for states to make/work
around rules? That will permit states to allow exorbitant premiums that may be unaffordable for those suffering. Will
Georgia provide means for my 40 year old daughter-in-law breast cancer victim to have adequate coverage at an
affordable cost? The Senate cannot possibly know the answer! Again | say, why open that door by giving control over to
state government. Vote NO!

Sent from my iPad



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

. ]
From:
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:14 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill Hearing on September 25 in Finance Committee

This bill continues to deny coverage to the most vulnerable. Children will be adversely affected as well as the
elderly. Doctors have opposed this which should mean something huge.

Passing this bill will hurt so many Americans and is evidence that the Republican Party can oppose but cannot
govern

Deborah H Loftiss

204 Ridge Run Crossing
Athens. Georgia. 30605
Registered Voter
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: C High
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:26 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Statement regarding Graham-Cassidy Bill

No.
Nope.
Nah.
Nuh-uh.
No way.

This bill sucks. It literally sucks the life out of millions.
Cheers,

Thomas High
Atlanta, GA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:43 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill comments
Hello,

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare and because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. When I was 12
years old, I was attacked by the neighbor's dog which caused my jaw joints to develop incorrectly. I had 12
surgeries throughout my teens and early 20's, and lived in severe pain.

For many years, I was not able to purchase health insurance because of my pre-existing condition. When the
ACA was passed, I was able to purchase health insurance and have been able to get appropriate care for my
condition. This has allowed me to have a full-time job and be stable for the first time in a long time. Without
health insurance, it would be difficult (if not impossible) for me to stay healthy and support my family.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Stacy
Roswell, GA 30075
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:35 PM

To: : . - gchcomments

Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,
U.S. Senate Finance Committee
Dear Senators:

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Perhaps the dire, unprecedented consequences of this bill will finally be realized by its

- supporters, when they start hearing from constituents about the deaths-of loved ones, in
tandem with the inability to pay for their own medical care, food, education, rent, mortgage,

transportation, childcare, long-term care, and end of life needs.

Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Sincerely,

<4l
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Alpharetta, GA 30022
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3355 Jones Ferry Lane
alpharetta, Georgia 30022
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy

I am writing to oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Without insurance, my 12-year-old daughter's daily asthma inhaler would cost us $500 a month. Without insurance, my
husband's treatments for psoriatic arthritis that allow him to move and function would cost us thousands and thousands
of dollars. We are so grateful that our insurance has kept these necessary medications within our financial reach.

Universal access to quality, affordable healthcare is a basic human right. The United States is one of only a few first-
world nations that does guarantee this right for its citizens. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

\ e g
-



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:45 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of héérings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Congress must demonstrate they work for the American people, and not corporate masters -
that they represent all of their constituents, instead of only those individuals who contribute

large sums to their campaigns.

I__f our representatives in Washington D.C. want to regain the respect of the American public,
they must act accordingly! Protect our healthcare and require big business to pay its fair

share of taxes.

Carol Claus |
651 Foxcroft Circle SE
Marietta, Georgia 30067-5501
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:25 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: My Plea for Senate to Vote No on the Graham-Cassity Bill

My Plea for Senate to Vote No on the Graham-Cassity Bill

My Name is Yas Abdallah, I am a Grassroots Disability Advocate and a person impacted by Multiple sclerosis
(MS). This is my plea for Senate to VOTE NO on the Graham-Cassidy Bill. The Bill will decimate the lives of
18 million people in the first year of the bill totaling to 32 million in 10 years by the repealing of the Medicaid
expansion of Obamacare without a replacement.

Medicaid provides vital health insurance coverage to the disabled of all ages, seniors, low-income Individuals
and war-torn Veterans. Individuals that are residing in a nursing facility could possibly die because they would
have no other means if they lose Medicaid. In fact, for those like myself and many other Americans who
transitioned out a nursing facility will live in fear of being institutionalized or even homeless!

Medicaid Expansion under Obamacare is a jointly funded program with matching state and federal funds. Under
a Medicaid per capita cap, the federal government allocates funding on how much to reimburse states based on
enrollment. Unlike current law, funding would not be based on the actual cost of providing services. Much like
the proposed block grants, the intent of the per capita caps is to restructure the program and save the federal
government money. Inevitably there will be cuts in funding and other negative impacts to Medicaid recipients

by;

+ Eliminating home and community-based services and supports. Waiting lists would quickly grow.

o Deleting other critical services such as personal care, prescription drugs, physical and occupational
therapy services. Funding becomes more scarce and states may decide to eliminate services completely.

o States will be forced to institutionalize people with disabilities back to institutions.

o Shifting the costs to individuals or family members to make up for the federal cuts. The costs of
providing health care and long-term services and supports will not go away but will be shifted to
individuals, parents, states, and providers. ’

Senators if you ignore my plea by your decision to move ahead with this disastrous health care proposal, you
will create an injustice to disabled Americans. I myself as a taxpayer has worked over 40 years prior to my
disability retirement. My final desire is; that after 39 of living with MS is to continue to live independently and
to respectively die at home with family, Friends and loved ones without the chance of being homeless or
destined to die without the appropriate health coverage.



Respectfully,

R
<giiunnnsNE-.

Decatur, GA. 30035
M: 770-369-5556
H: 770-864-1047
F: 770-864-1047

]

B

Confidentiality Notice: This message and accompanying documents are covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521, and contain information intended for the specified _
individual(s) or entity only. This information is privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient or
the person responsible for delivering the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this
e-mail and any attached files in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-
mail and /or any attached files is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please
immediately notify the sender and destroy the original message and any attached files.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Improve ACA, Don't Repeal It

My family rely/relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with
pre-existing conditions is that when my stepdad's job was converted from salary to independent contractor, he lost his
employer based healthcare after COBRA ran out. Because he has lupus, without ACA, he would not have been able to
get health insurance until he was old enough to qualify for Medicare. This would have been devastating for his health
and for our family. ACA literally saved his health and therefore his life. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Anna Hall

——



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: SEn——

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: The vote on the Health Care Act

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am glad to have the opportunity to share with you my concerns about our
health care situation in this country.

First of all, | am 63 years old, so too young for Medicare, and not able to find
employment that provides insurance.

| have worked since | was 14 years old. | started out working in Stuckey’s
Pecan Shoppe for the summer after the oth and 10" grades. Then | also
worked the summers after that.

| worked as a legal secretary from the time my children grew up enough
(1986) for me to leave them until | was “Laid Off’ from my work in 2011
because of a downsizing created by the financial crisis in 2008. Because of
me living in a place different from my years of employment, | have been
unable to obtain work in my field | have worked in since 1986. Also, the
atmosphere of work changed from employers wanting to be the premier
place to provide the best benefits to attract the best workers, to trying to get
by the cheapest they possibly could with as little as possible. The price of
insurance had been steadily going up for the last 10 years before | was laid
off. | .

| found out that | have Type 2 Diabetes in 2004. This added to my list of
chronic sickness, which included hypertension, and then also
hyperlipidemia. v

When | was working, | was required to see an endocrinologist three times a
year. Then that went down to two times a year. Now, I’'m getting by with one
time a year. That is all my health insurance will pay. My health insurance
is $760.53, but with my government assistance from the ACA, it is
$318.53. And that has an extremely high deductible. | can’t even remember,
but | know it is at least $3,000 to $5,000 deductible. So the reality is, that
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even with this not quite “affordable” health care, if | go on a hike and catch
poison ivy, | will have to use a credit card to pay for a doctor visit. If | catch a
cold and develop bronchitis, a situation that happens all too often, | will have
to take out a loan to go to the doctor. If, | stumble at work and sprain my
ankle or break a bone, | will have to take out a loan to go to the doctor. Most
of the time people like me just don’t even go to the doctor. We limp around,
and people say, “You should go to the doctor.” And we smile sweetly.

Right now, my sister-in-law is staying with us. She lives over 600 miles
away, and has good insurance, but while she was visiting, she fell down and
broke her hip. Fortunately, her insurance has covered everything for her
because she was a school teacher for 37 years. Because of the health care
situation, she is unable to go home, because she is not eligible for home
health care, so it falls on my husband and | to care for her. My husband is
74 years old, and has already missed two weeks work. | have had to cut
back my work as a retail sales person to one day a week because of severe
foot pain. | cannot go to the doctor because | don't have good enough
insurance to see if | could get over this condition quicker and work more
days a week to make a little more money.

In the time before my sister-in-law’s visit, | had already told my cousin that |
would come stay with her during her spinal surgery, because she is on
Medicaid and Medicare both, even though she is much younger than | am.
She is in bad shape and had to have surgery on her spine but her insurance
would not cover any home health visits or physical therapy for her at all.

Then last week on my step-mother’s birthday, she fell and broke her hip.
She is 90 years old, and has had the surgery, but now she has developed
some infection complications and has had to go back into the hospital. Her
son, my step-brother is taking care of both her and her sister who is one
year younger and has dementia. He also has a wife and two younger
children under the age of 12 years. |

And yet, you representatives of us, “WE THE PEOPLE” want us to not be
insured. To me, that is the same as saying, “Just go ahead and die.” The
leadership in this country is the most selfish and greedy group of people this
world has ever known, or at least harking back to the days of the Chinese
Emperors. You are in office to serve us, protect us, the people, and not for
your own glorification. That is why you are called “PUBLIC SERVANTS.”
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And | didn’t tell you the best part. My darling daughter who has five living
children, recently plodded away and became a Registered Nurse. She
works in the Pediatric Emergency Room for a great hospital. But now you
will also be affecting her! Because you plan to uninsured so many needy
people, their only recourse is to go to the emergency room where they are
already worked extremely hard. Now, everyone will be using the emergency
room for their health care, in the hopes that they or their children don't die.
Please, please think seriously about your decisions and votes! Please listen
to John McCain and try to come to some kind of healthcare system that will
keep our nation healthy and make us the shining star of health and
prosperity we were from the 1950s through to the 1990s.

Sincerely,

Flintstone, Walker County, Georgia

60



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

To the esteemed members of the Senate finance committee I send my most profound prayers that you will not
under any circumstance pass the extraordinarily dangerous and evil Graham Cassidy bill. I do not see how
anyone could make this the law of the land and maintain a clear conscience. It would be a death sentence for
thousands of Americans and would make for miserable lives for millions more. Please I beg of you do not pass

this bill.

Sincerely

I am mobile please excuse typos etc.

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: M
Sent: riday, September 22, 2017 4:08 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare is Humancare

Dear Congress,

Health Insurance is NOT car insurance or home insurance. We don't "purchase" our health. Healthcare is
Humancare.

Long gone are the days of the local country doctor with his black bag and stethoscope. Some of you in Congress
seem to be clinging to this outdated, idealized version of healthcare.

Technology has created miraculous and life-saving - but complex, costly medical innovations. These days a serious
iliness or injury are treated with the best tools available. Most aren't cheap.

Healthcare is Humancare. It's basic logic.

People who have access to good healthcare stay healthier, feel better, work harder and live longer. How can this be
"BAD" for any country or business?!

Bankrupting families to pay for their basic healthcare is not only illogical, it's immorat!

Everyone's life matters! From hard-working Janitors, to hard-working Executives, to hard-working Stay-at-Home
parents, to ailing, dependent relatives unable or too old to work.

Answer this: Why is it that when government agencies and/or businesses (i.e. Koch Bros., Mercers) want to
streamline costs - they always start by sacrificing their most valuable assets - Their constituents/employees?

We never hear of a CEO taking a cut of his multi-million dollar salary to help anyone in his company?

We never hear about a Congressperson turning down millions in donations to instead serve his/her constituents?! Do
we?!

The sad and tragic bottom-line is that our Top 2% RICHEST citizens and large corporations are ruling over our GOP
Congressional Representatives - who, in turn, are motivated by two main desires: GREED and POWER!

If "We the People" have learned anything over the past year, it's that OUR VOICES, OUR FAMILIES and OUR
COMMUNITIES are what will make America Great Again!

We can't count on our representatives to take the right, moral path nor to look out for U.S.

Disagree? Great! Prove it!

Positive, moral ACTIONS (not empty words) are what will create positive differences in all Americans lives.

- And get you re-elected!
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Sent from my iPhone

g m.,,mqm b,

91



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Al

e
S,
e

Saturday, September 2!, 2017 2:56 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, inciuding

healthcare for working families.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:56 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of héarings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Randall Mathis
345 Woods Rd
MARTIN, Georgia 30557
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:08 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hea‘ring is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: - —

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Ce: -w-
Subject: Graham Cassidy health care plan

Dear Gentlemen,

My daughter has paranoid schizophrenia and needs constant care that the family can't provnde so she's in a group
home supplemented by Medicaid and SSI. Her medications are expensive and she has numerous hospitalizations. Please
don't cut Medicaid or put caps on the program so my daughter will be taken care of.

Sincerely,
Peggy Reiners

lﬂl
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: wnlRa

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:30 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NO! Graham-Cassidy Bill

Hello! My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. |
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

“S
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Senator Perdue; Senator Johnny Isakson

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill that will reduce funding for our weakest citizens in Georgia

I hope that Senators Perdue and Isakson will not vote to reduce funding to support our Georgia citizens with disabilities as proposed in the
Graham Cassidy Bill. Please respond to my email to confirm that you will support the weak and elderly citizens who count on these
funds. This issue will send a message to all the citizens of GA on your position on health care and living conditions for the weakest Georgia

citizens.

please help these people

FROM: George Head i

Note updated info below:
George A. Head
818-929-1531

Mail: PO Box 1092
Savannah, GA 31412
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joy

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:45 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill will devastate families whose children have disabilities

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
I am writing today due to grave concerns with the Graham Cassidy bill.

[ have a son with autism. My family and many others like ours depend on Medicaid to help pay for the
extraordinary costs involved in helping our disabled children with therapies and many needed medical
interventions. Should this bill pass, and when the inevitable cuts come, what will our states do will our most
vulnerable?

Many parerits cannot work when their child has autism. Dealing with autism is a double whammy taking your
child's abilities, your earning potential and most of your savings. Under Graham Cassidy, many families like
mine will have even fewer options as states cut services that are already sparse.

Developmental disabilities like autism are considered pre-existing conditions. Graham Cassidy excludes
insurance coverage for the treatments they require.

Make no mistake -- Graham Cassidy heaps a tragic burden on the backs of those with developmental
disabilities. The is an inhumane bill and the American people will not forget the ones who cast their votes
against our most vulnerable.

Please do not rush this bill through. Please (ry (o understand the consequences lo the people ol whatl you are
considering!

Sincerely,

Warner Robins, GA

Sent from iJoy

Sent from iJoy
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:44 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-fohnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate. There
are issues with Obamacare, but you just do not repeal a program the provides extensive coverage for those who
otherwise have no other legitimate healthcare option just because of your ego or dislike of the former president.

Congress needs to come together and correct the existing issues in Obamacare in a bipartisan manner just like one fixes
business processes issues. You just don't throw someone under the bus for political purposes.

')
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: heidi vedder JSRIEGG

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

Do not approve this horrible bill. You had more than 7 years to actually do some work on healthcare and all you
did was obstruct. Now all you know how to do is take away the things that help the citizens of this

country. STOP ....Fix the ACA and actually do things to help your constituents and not the Koch brothers and
all the other lobbyists. If you would support us...we would support you.

— o
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dammer, Eric B

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:47 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Bunch of industry beholden corporation interests masked as anti Obamacare idealists

Your stripping our country of a federal universal mandate in the Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill is counter to
the uniform nationwide standard needed for actuarial certainty of private insurance to cover our nation's
citizens--all of them. Go repeal your own congressional Cadillac plan!

Shame on the US legislature and your committee for standing behind gerrymandered safe representatives in the
lower house rather than the will of the people to achieve health and well-being, regardless of income. If you do
not expose the feasibility problem of letting each state do something different with federal dollars that were
carefully hammered out for use in a US-wide plan that makes it possible for private industry to insure healthy
and sick people across the nation, you are derelict in duty. I hope that the committee hearing regarding this bill,
which I have heard is to be an irrelevant homeland security or similar committee, blows this farce of a bill, with
no redeeming benefits for 98 percent of Americans nor most businesses, out of the water.

I will leave my own position as a Ph.D level researcher on NIH-funded Alzheimer's bioinformatics to campaign

full time against my state's own senators Johnny Isakson and David Perdue if this bill or any repeal of a
universal mandate short of single, federal, payer reform passes the Senate. Do not underestimate the will of an

informed voter base!

Sincerely,

Decatur, GA 30033

This e-mail message (including any attachments) is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. If the reader of this message is not the intended

recipient. you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution
or copying of this message (including any attachments) is strictly
prohibited.

If you have received this message in error, please contact
the sender by reply e-mail message and destroy all copies of the
original message (including attachments).



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Micaela Slotin ol NS Agien,

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:46 PM
To: gchcomments

I'rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. The ACA is crucial to the lives of
millions of people, most notably those with chronic illnesses, disabilities, and those who cannot afford the astronomical costs of
healthcare in this country on their own. We as a society must support and protect the most vulnerable, and repealing the ACA
will do exactly the opposite. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Juliln

~ Savannah, GA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carolyn Turner

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Carolyn Turner

P
SN
Sl
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fineﬁe)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 10:02 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill and ask that you vote against this bill.

| am a resident of Louisiana. This bill will cut the amount of money to be given to my state and establish block grants.
Less than six months ago, | attended a five-hour hearing before the Louisiana Senate Finance Committee at which |
opposed a state budget which the Secretary of Health of Louisiana said would require the elimination of ALL mental
health services under Medicaid! Fortunately, we were able to beat back this proposal, but | live in fear that more
flexibility will be given to the State of Louisiana in the area of healthcare. In this state, we are hanging on by our
fingernails financially after two terms under former governor Bobby Jindal, who refused to expand Medicaid. As current
Governor John Bel Edwards of Louisiana said in opposing this bill, you have given me flexibility, but have cut funds so |
have no choice but to ration healthcare.

| am a retired 70 year old woman living on a fixed income with pre-existing conditions. | worry that premiums will
increase to the point | will not be able to afford them. My 68 year old sister has a serious chronic mental illness and
receives psychosocial rehabilitation therapy for four hours per day, sees a psychiatrist and psychotherapist, takes
psychotropic medications and has a personal care attendant 13 hours a week which enables her to live in her own
apartment instead of entering a nursing home. At her age, her expenses are likely to increase and she may eventually
require a nursing home some day. This bill proposes to limit expenditures under Medicaid which pays for her care. In
addition, it allows states to grant waivers so that insurance companies don't have to cover essential health benefits,
which include mental health services. What will happen to my sister if she is not able to be treated for her chronic
mental illness? Any society should be judged by how it treats its most vulnerable citizens. Should this bill pass, our
country will not do right by its most vulnerable.

| cannot believe that Senator Bill Cassidy of Louisiana has proposed a bill that will be so harmful to the citizens of his
state and that our other senator, John Neely Kennedy, has not spoken out against this bill. Please, please vote against
this bill or withhold consideration until after a full scoring by the Congressional Budget Office. | would like my comments
placed in the public record.

Sincerely,.

ety
3716 Post Oak Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70131
{504) 417-1404

lT——

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Plan

Hello

I have purchased my own health insurance since 2011,and since then the premium has tripled and deductible
has doubled. With the latest proposal, I fear that health insurance will be out of reach for me just as I turn 56
and start to need it. I know several people, working poor, who are on Medicaid. As a resident of La., I have seen
several budget cuts in the past few years, and it always starts with health care. We are the last state in the nation,
a poor, sickly uneducated state that would suffer even greater losses if this bill were to pass. I am a former Blue
Cross Blue Shield employee with a solid understanding of how health care works. While Dr. Cassidy has
practiced medicine, he clearly doesn't understand insurance. We need a bipartisan plan that will withstand
changes in majority parties so that Americans are not tossed about as a result. We also need to address the rising
costs of care that drive up premiums. Let's start with drug prices. Please put the American people before
political parties. Instead of spending billions to kill people with an expanded military budget, invest in
American lives.

Sincerely,

Ay
AR
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Claire Beimesch

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Don't Repeal the ACA

To whom it may concern,

My family and my patients rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. As a specialist for children with disabilities and pre-existing conditions, the Affordable Care Act
makes care for these children easier and safer. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgeon

Shreveport, LA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marla Steven

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:18 PM

To: _ gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them

out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

-
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 5:14 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act comments

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

On Monday, as you debate the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act, I
would like these concerns recorded. Any health care bill must:

Strip out harmful changes to Medicaid that will wreak havoc on the poor and vulnerable, including the "per
capita caps" and block granting (and sunset) of assistance for the millions of families covered by the recent

Medicaid expansion;
Ensure that any bill retains its current Hyde amendment protections for the unborn by prohibiting use of federal

funds for abortions or plans that cover it;
Include conscience protections for those involved in the health care system.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has been clear that: no repeal ought to take place without a
concurrent replacement; such a replacement must ensure that those who most depend on affordable health care
can reliably access it; it respects the dignity of all including the unborn; and that such a replacement plan must
not leave the poor in worse circumstances. '

The Senate can fix problems with the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in a bipartisan way: by extending full Hyde
Amendment protections to the ACA, enacting laws that protect the conscience rights of all stakeholders in
health care, protecting religious freedom, and passing legislation that begins to remove current and impending
barriers to access and affordability, particularly for those most in need.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act instead does the following:

« Creates block grants that replace both Medicaid expansion funding and marketplace subsidies and caps
and deeply cuts the rest of the Medicaid program. And, after 2026, the block grant would disappear
entirely leaving Louisianans high and dry.

o Ends the Medicaid expansion as we know it - putting at risk the 437,000 Louisiana citizens who are
covered under Medicaid expansion (which reduced our uninsured rate by 10%).

» Rolls back protections for Americans with pre-existing conditions.

« Allows states to impose burdensome work requirements as a condition of Medicaid coverage.

o Eliminates tax credits that help 122,000 moderate-income Louisiana residents afford marketplace
coverage and subsidies that help low-income residents with out-of-pocket health costs like copays.

Additionally the focus on getting this bill passed before September 30 draws attention away from the bi-partisan
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) which must be re-authorized by September 30 and on which 1 in

10 Louisiana children rely. CHIP cannot be allowed to expire.

Sincerely,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 5:33 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

On Monday, as you debate the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act, I
would like these concerns recorded. Any health care bill must:

1. Strip out harmful changes to Medicaid that will wreak havoc on the poor and vulnerable, including the
"per capita caps" and block granting (and sunset) of assistance for the millions of families covered by

the recent Medicaid expansion;
2. Ensure that any bill retains its current Hyde amendment protections for the unborn by prohibiting use of

federal funds for abortions or plans that cover it;
3. Include conscience protections for those involved in the health care system.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has been clear that: no repeal ought to take place without a
concurrent replacement; such a replacement must ensure that those who most depend on affordable health care
can reliably access it; it respects the dignity of all including the unborn; and that such a replacement plan must
not leave the poor in worse circumstances.

The Senate can fix problems with the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in a bipartisan way: by extending full Hyde
Amendment protections to the ACA, enacting laws that protect the conscience rights of all stakeholders in
health care, protecting religious freedom, and passing legislation that begins to remove current and impending
barriers to access and affordability, particularly for those most in need.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act instead does the following:

o Creates block grants that replace both Medicaid expansion funding and marketplace subsidies and caps
and deeply cuts the rest of the Medicaid program. And, after 2026, the block grant would disappear
entirely leaving Louisianans high and dry.

o Ends the Medicaid expansion as we know it - putting at risk the 437,000 Louisiana citizens who are
covered under Medicaid expansion (which reduced our uninsured rate by 10%).

» Rolls back protections for Americans with pre-existing conditions.

o Allows states to impose burdensome work requirements as a condition of Medicaid coverage.

« Eliminates tax credits that help 122,000 moderate-income Louisiana residents afford marketplace
coverage and subsidies that help low-income residents with out-of-pocket health costs like copays.

Additionally the focus on getting this bill passed before September 30 draws attention away from the bi-partisan
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) which must be re-authorized by September 30 and on which 1 in
10 Louisiana children rely. CHIP cannot be allowed to expire.

SR _
eneglliipeeetSRRRE.
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VVﬂght,Kevh1(Hnance)

From:
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 7:58 PM
To: gchcomments

PLEASE try again and get a bipartisan agreement on changes to the ACA. Give special thought to those who will no
longer be able to get the care they need. -It can be done. Joan Bringaze

9511 Creekview Dr.

Apt 220

Baton Rouge, LA 70836

| have been been voting and supporting candidates financially for over 60 years. Thank You JB
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 9:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act
Attachments: Health Care Proposal.docx

Dear Senate Finance Committee:

The attached comments by Robert Gorman on the proposal to repeal the Affordable Care Act express my sincere beliefs.
This proposal is less about policy and more about a "last chance stand" to push through a state-by-state "build-your-
own" system in which every state can write its own rules.

Sixteen patient and provider groups oppose this bill:

ALS Association, the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, American Diabetes Association, American Heart
Association,American Lung Association, Arthritis Foundation,Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,Family Voices, JDRF, Lutheran
Services in America, March of Dimes,National Health Council, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, National Organization
for Rare Diseases, Volunteers of America, and WomenHeart.

The poor and middle class, those most vulnerable to skyrocketing health costs, deserve better.

Sincerely,

e

B _aa
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: £ N

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 8:40 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

This bill will adversely affect so many people | know, one person who has a brain tumor, one who has arthritis, not to

mention my sister who has had RA since she was 30 years old. |
am remarkably healthy to be 71 1/2, but | can't in fairness not object because of all the people, those | know and those
| don't, who will suffer because of it. | think in the long run, you-all will regret it if this bill gets passed. Your constituents

are going to remember.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ”
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 11:28 P

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO NO NO on Graham-Cassidy

...Need I say more?
NO NO NO...PLEASE

Joyce Thomas
New Orleans, La
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:16 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Health Bill Hearing

From: Andrea DeJea”
Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Health Bill Hearing

Date: September 21, 2017 at 1:00:40 PM CDT
To: GCHcomments@finance.senate.qov

ATTN: Senate Finance Committee
Re: Hearing on the Graham-Cassidy Health Bill
Date: Monday, September 25th, 2017

From®}

404 Hidden Wood Drive
‘Lafayette, LA 70508
(337) 230-3473

N

We are writing to you in strong opposition of the Graham-Cassidy Health Bill. We are a middle
class family that relies on Medicaid waiver to keep our daughter Lillian alive. Both Paul and I
are college educated, working professionals. I am a veteran of the Louisiana National Guard. We
are humbled and heartbroken to know that regardless of how many degrees or promotions we
achieve in our profession, we will NEVER be able to afford the medical costs to keep Lillian
alive. Our daughter Lillian is 15 years old and was diagnosed with Mitochondrial Disease at the
age of 6. Lillian sees 7 specialists all of which are 3-4 hours from our home. She requires the use
of a ventilator, feeding pump, Medi-port, and endless prescriptions. Lillian requires a
compounded cocktail to maintain organ function; insurance and Medicaid do not pay for this.
The cocktail costs our family $500 per month. Total out of pocket medical costs for our family in
2016 were $21,000. This is with both private insurance and Medicaid coverage. We have been
told that Mitochondrial Disease is one of the most expensive diseases to treat. Lillian’s future
insurability is threatened with the current proposed bill. Indeed Lillian falls into the “pre-existing
condition” category and would be a high risk client. In addition, Lillian’s medical claims reach
$500,000 annually and she would quickly meet and exceed any lifetime caps that are put in place
by the freedoms being offered to insurance companies under the proposed bill. In addition to
private insurance coverage, Lillian was offered Medicaid through the New Opportunities Waiver
in our state of Louisiana. This waiver allows individuals like Lillian to receive Medicaid based
on medical need and waves the family’s income requirement that is typically associated with
Medicaid. Waivers are an optional program offered by some states and with block grants those
optional programs are threatened. Without Medicaid we would have to take drastic measures to
ensure Lillian gets what she needs. There’s no fury like that of a parent whose child’s life is
being threatened. Please understand that the government dollars that are being invested in
Lillian’s future are not being wasted. We have taught her that she has to get an education and she
has to work. Lillian understands that for all the opportunities of life she has been given she is to
give back to her community.
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Senator Cassidy has met and served families like ours and understands the exorbitant medical
costs for a child like ours. In*fact, our family has contacted his office repeatedly regarding his
previous support of the repeal efforts. We were told that he heard our concerns. Lillian’s story
has been featured on the front page of our state newspaper The Advocate. Lillian has been a self
advocate and testified in front of the state House Ways and Means Committee. In addition, she
rode a bus to DC with other families to meet Senator Cassidy so. he could fully appreciate and
understand who he was impacting with such unethical legislation. We are exhausted but will

NEVER stop fighting for Lillian’s life..y «

Thank you for your time and consideraﬁon,
Nicole and Paul DeJean
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 7:59 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Heck NO to Graham-Cassidy Billl MEDICARE 4 ALL!

As a former Louisiana citizen who moved out of state because of years of oppressive and disastrous Republican policy,
I'm not surprised my former Senator is proposing such catastrophically dangerous legislation to repeal and replace the
ACA. Here's a hint- the ACA works, Congress does not- fix it, don't kill it! You're playing with fire and endangering
millions of vulnerable citizens. It's time to put country before party and pass MEDICARE FOR ALL- SINGLE PAYER

HEALTHCARE NOW!

Sincerely,

GE—

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 7:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

188 J T Griggs Rd
Cathoun, LA 71225
9039182520



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: ’ Friday, September 22, 2017 7:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ms. Katherine Collins

188 J T Griggs Rd

Calhoun, LA 71225
9039182520



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 5:14 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

Dear Committee: it is unconscionable that the Senate is even considering the Graham-Cassidy bill. It is worse
than the previous bills aimed at repealing the ACA. It will end Medicaid as we know it- hurting millions of
Americans, it will most likely end protections for pre-existing conditions because insurance companies will no
longer have to honor that clause. This bill if passed will disrupt the markets even more and cause Insurance
rates to go up and amount of coverage to go down!

Like it or not, the American people want healthcare and see as a Right. This bill must not pass!

Aimée Dominique, LCSW
LOUISIANA 70503
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:02 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Health Bill Hearing

ATTN: Senate Finace Committee
Re: Hearing on the Graham-Cassidy Health Bill
Date: Monday, September 25th, 2017

From: Lillian DelJean
404 Hidden Wood Drive
Lafayette, LA 70508

I am (ifteen years old. My namie is Lillian DeJean, and I was diagnosed with Mitochondrial Disease ten years
ago. Mito affects the way my body produces energy, and hecanse of that, T always expect to need assistance T
want an independent future, but my only way of achieving that is through Medicaid. Medicaid provides me with
a support worker, and insurance coverage that combals the exhorbiant medical costs that accompanies Mito. It
helps keep my family afloat, and will be the key to my independent future. It, as it turns out, is extremely
difficult to afford a ventilator, bi-weekly infusions through a Medi-port, vitamins compounded specifically for
me (out-of-state, I might add), and visits with seven specialists. We are a middle-class family; both of my
parents are college-educated, working individuals, but unfortunately, we still cannot afford my life-sustaining
medical care without the help of Medicaid.

I have advocated many times for what I, and many others, need. I've gone to our state capitol to testify in front
of the Ways and Means Committee against the DHH Budget Cuts. I have taken a 25-hour bus trip D.C. to
advocate against the Medicaid cuts. Now I am writing this testimony to implore you to vote against the
Graham-Cassidy Health Bill. I am fifteen, and I shouldn't have to be fighting for what I need to survive. I
understand that you are in a tricky situation. Passing this bill, however, would be detrimental to many
Americans' livelihood, and it would put us in an even trickier situation than what we started out in. So, in
conclusion, I am writing to implore you to vote against the Graham-Cassidy bill. By doing this, you are giving a
voice to people who don't have one. Thank you for your time.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: AE—
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:01 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony for Graham-Cassidy Health Bill Hearing

ATTN: Senate Finance Committee
Re: Hearing on the Graham-Cassidy Health Bill
Date: Monday, September 25th, 2017

From: Paul and Nicole Delean
404 Hidden Wood Drive
Lafayette, LA 70508

(337) 230-3473

We are writing to you in strong opposition of the Graham-Cassidy Health Bill. We are a middle class family that relies on
Medicaid waiver to keep our daughter Lillian alive. Both Paul and | are college educated, working professionals. fam a
veteran of the Louisiana National Guard. We are humbled and heartbroken to know that regardless of how many
degrees or promotions we achieve in our profession, we will NEVER be able to afford the medical costs to keep Lillian
alive. Our daughter Lillian is 15 years old and was diagnosed with Mitochondrial Disease at the age of 6. Lillian sees 7
specialists all of which are 3-4 hours from our home. She requires the use of a ventilator, feeding pump, Medi-port, and
endless prescriptions. Lillian requires a compounded cocktail to maintain organ function; insurance and Medicaid do not
pay for this. The cocktail costs our family $500 per month. Total out of pocket medical costs for our family in 2016 were
$21,000. This is with both private insurance and Medicaid coverage. We have been told that Mitochondrial Disease is
one of the most expensive diseases to treat. Lillian’s future insurability is threatened with the current proposed bill.
Indeed Lillian falls into the “pre-existing condition” category and would be a high risk client. In addition, Lillian’s medical
claims reach $500,000 annually and she would quickly meet and exceed any lifetime caps that are put in place by the
freedoms being offered to insurance companies under the proposed bill. In addition to private insurance coverage,
Lillian was offered Medicaid through the New Opportunities Waiver in our state of Louisiana. This waiver allows
individuals like Lillian to receive Medicaid based on medical need and waves the family’s income requirement that is
typically associated with Medicaid. Waivers are an optional program offered by some states and with block grants those
optional programs are threatened. Without Medicaid we would have to take drastic measures to ensure Lillian gets
what she needs. There’s no fury like that of a parent whose child’s life is being threatened. Please understand that the
government dollars that are being invested in Lillian’s future are not being wasted. We have taught her that she has to
get an education and she has to work. Lillian understands that for all the opportunities of life she has been given sheis
to give back to her community.

Serator Cassidy has met and served families like ours and understands the exorbitant medical costs for a child like ours.
In fact, our family has contacted his office repeatedly regarding his previous support of the repeal efforts. We were told
that he heard our concerns. Lillian’s story has been featured on the front page of our state newspaper The Advocate.
Lillian has been a self advocate and testified in front of the state House Ways and Means Committee. In addition, she
rode a bus to DC with other families to meet Senator Cassidy so he could fully appreciate and understand who he was
impacting with such unethical legislation. We are exhausted but will NEVER stop fighting for Lillian’s life.

Thank you for your time and consideration, Nicole and Paul Delean
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 1:59 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I beg you, do not destroy ACA

Hello,

My daughter, a self-cmployed artist in New Orleans, depends on ACA for her health insurance. My mother in law, who has advanced Alzheimer's, is
in o nursing home in Louisiana mostly paid for by Medicaid thanks to the cxpansion of Medicaid through ACA. She is totally out of money and the
costs per month is $5,000. Her pension helps to pay for her expenses also. I have multiple myeloma (bone marrow cancer) which is thankfully in
remission. [ am terrificd that if this bill gocs through and my husband should lose his job and our insurance with it 1 will no longer be able to get
coverage. | take a chemotherapy pill daily whose monthly list price cost is $13,000.

Good health insurance doesn't just make for a healthier country, it allows people to have savings to invest in the future of the country rather than in
the health care industry.

Yes, ACA necds improvements, alt of our major programs such as Social Security and Medicare went through adjustment periods to work out the
kinks, that's the way it works. No major social program is born perfect. But Congress needs to be holding hearings on the ridiculous prices charged
for medications and for hospital care, and not spend all their time trying to destroy the unwealthy by making them unhealthy, bath physically and
financially.

[ have contacted Bill Cassidy's office several times but never received a response.
Thank you,
Jane Thomas

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
225-281-2133 hl
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ”
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:33 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Say NO to the Graham/Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Dear Committee —

I am Jamie Duplechine and I live in Lafayette. I receive Medicaid benefits, Medicare benefits, and a waiver
program that is funded by the state’s Medicaid program. Through this program, the New Opportunities Waiver
program (NOW), I have been able to live independently while receiving 24 hour care. I was on a waiting list for
about 10 years before I was eligible to receive this program. I was grateful that I was able to rely on other
waiver programs that provided care for me until the NOW services were available for me. These services have
provided me with a much better quality of life as it has given me independence and a chance to fulfill many
dreams that I have always had. I was able to finish college — I have acquired two associates degrees — Computer
Information Systems & Theology — and currently working on an Advanced Diploma in Theology and a
Bachelors Degree in Christian Ministry. I was honored to have the opportunity to represent Louisiana as the Ms.
Wheelchair Louisiana 2015 & Ms. Wheelchair Louisiana USA 2017 titleholder. I am an active board member
of the Brain Injury Association of Louisiana and United Spinal Association Louisiana chapter and a Council
member of the Louisiana’s Statewide Independent Living Council. I am a recent graduate of Louisiana’s
Partners in Policymaking Program and a Certified Peer Mentor through the Christopher & Dana Reeve
Foundation and United Spinal Association. I am an active member of Toastmasters International and will be
pursuing a career in Public/Motivational Speaking. I am also currently in the process of writing my first book.

Without Medicaid’s funding of these waiver programs, I would not be a successful individual as I am today. I
would have never been able to find my own sense of “normalcy” without these funds. I was injured at 15 years
old and at the time of injury I felt as though my life was over... I didn’t have much hope for my future. These
programs have provided me the opportunity to continue my life in the best way possible. I know, personally,
several children who could not only lose an opportunity at fulfilling their dreams, but even more... They can
lose the opportunity at life because of existing health problems and without Medicaid they would have to live in
an environment where they would not be able to be cared for in the way they need. No one is exempt from
disability... If there aren’t funds in place for one with a disability to continue living life as a functioning citizen,
what happens if we are all stricken with disability??

If the Graham/Cassidy health care bill is passed, this will also hurt people with pre-existing conditions who
need insurance to maintain their health so that they can, also, continue living a life of opportunities and
independence.

Say no to the healthcare bill as it is going to severely hurt your constituents... Your people... Your fellow
Louisianains... Your family!! :

26



Thank you so much for your time and consideration!

. .

Jamie Duplechine

27



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Patrick Gray (RN >

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:41 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Re: Roman Todd Medicaid recipient

Attachments: IMG_21231,jpg; IMG_21241.jpg; IMG_21221 jpg; IMG_21141 jpg; IMG_21181.jpg; IMG_

18081,jpg; IMG_17751 jpg; IMG_17501 jpg; IMG_12351jpg

Roman is currently back in the hospital for the second time this month due to breathing complications. If
Medicaid is cut and capped he will die and his parents will go bankrupt. ‘

On Sep 21, 2017 1:35 PM, "Patrick Gray" <W wrote:
On Jun 27, 2017 1:25 PM, "Patrick Grayisgiii NN, > wrote:

This is our grandson Roman Rhett Todd. He was born February 29, 2016 at only 24 weeks gestation . He was in
the neonatal ICU for the first 8 months of his life and has been hospitalized 4 more times since. Earlier this month
he was having severe breathing troubles and his parents took him to the Little Rock, Arkansas Children's Hospital.
While he was there the doctors did a follow up CAT scan on his brain to check on the shunt in his head for severe
brain bleeds. They found the shunt had malfunctioned and he was rushed into operation. Afterward his breathing
got much worse and his status declined rapidly. At one point his carbon dioxide levels reached 98% and he nearly
died. He was in the hospital for two weeks recovering.

Roman is severely developmentally delayed. Sixteen months have gone by since he was born and he is still
physically and mentally like a newborn. He can't sit up on his own, he can't even hold his head up straight for
more than a few seconds. He doesn't craw! or even have the ability to roll from his stomach to his back. Though
being disabled Roman is the happiest little boy, he wins over the hearts of all around him in moments.

Because of Medicaid Roman is still alive and thriving. He receives physical, occupational, and speech therapies
from a Medicaid funded program for disabled children locally in Cabot, Arkansas.

Roman's father works for a Wal-Mart distribution center out of Searcy, Arkansas. Roman's mother is a stay at
home mom taking care of Roman and taking him to doctor appointments.

My wife, Andrea, and | have Roman over on the weekends and sometimes during the week to give our daughter
some rest from taking care of him. Roman is the love of our lives. He is sweet and loves to be held and even
kisses back when kissed. Roman's laughter is contagious when you tickle him.

Even with Medicaid, Andrea and | help our daughter and son-in-law with paying for medication and medical
supplies as Medicaid only provides a limited amount each month. This 800 billion dollar cut and caps on Medicaid
will send our family into bankruptcy and possibly Roman's death.

Please vote against this horrible and immoral bill.

Sincereiy,
Patrick and Andrea Gray
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premiums significantly. Then guess what happened a few months later. Our insurer raised our rates a second time,
added an additional $150/mo cost to our premium as a "mid year adjustment due to UNCERTAINTY."

So, | can personally thank republican efforts to repeal the ACA after red states have already allowed insurers to do so
and waste our taxpayer funded time and dollars, to focus on a fake repeal after insurers already proved in my state they
will continue to raise premiums and restrict care irregardless of the ACA. We all know this, and continuing to ignore
reality and truth in the market is both disingenuous and cruel. We all deserve better and more effective representation.

Conclusively, there are no consumer protections for individuals in the health insurance market. We are an exploited
minority. It is important that you are aware this is occurring and has been occurring for many years. The ACA is not the
problem, and suggesting it is not only misses the point, it endangers our health and lives by repealing the limited
protection we had with it. By not addressing the real elephant in the room, which is the need for a public option for all
citizens outside the employer based system, you do the nation a great disservice. '

As insurers will tell you plainly, they consider all clients outside the employer system as high risk and price their plans
and restrict access intentionally and according to their shareholders best interests. As a nation supposedly upholding
free market principles, global business competitive advantages and protecting entrepreneurs and the self employed
from unfair, unreasonable and unaffordable insurer exploitation in the individual market, the only way to truly begin to
bring much needed stability and relief to insurers, employers, doctors and citizens is to provide choice. The best way to
do this is simply add a Medicare option for purchase to the exchange. This will allow mobility in the workforce essential
for economic growth and prosperity and relieve our companies of this ridiculous financial burden their global
competitions do not have.

| hope you will consider these points reflecting real issues that have faced just one family, among a family of millions
who face these challenges unnecessarily each and every day. | hope you will be informed and energized to take
meaningful action to help workers and corporations by encouraging a free market choice to purchase private or public
Medicare health insurance so that the American people can support the programs, plans and/or companies by choice,
rather than monopolized extortion. Let's be honest, not having health insurance isn't really a responsible free market
choice like buying a product. Without it, your health and life is at risk because so few of us could afford care without it,
even for the most basic health challenges we might face.

I implore you to reject the Graham Cassidy bill and collaborate with all sides, all constituents, especially those who don't
have the luxury, protection and negotiation power of HR departments delivering an entirely different system of
healthcare we simply cannot access and deserve as American taxpayers and citizens.

Sincerely,

Dr. Amy Czyz

Sent from my iPhone
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intentionally do not sell the same networks, access and quality care to individuals as are available to those covered in
employer based plans. In the past year my primary doctor wanted me to seek care at the Mayo Clinic due to a multiple
systems problem requiring collaborative care and communication uniquely available in the Mayo system. My particular
plan network name is one that both my insurer and Mayo advertise as accepted as Mayo in network. After scheduling an
appointment, Mayo called me to inform me that my particular plan excludes Mayo coverage by my insurer even though
my network is called the same name. | contacted my insurer and was told that only employer based plans under my
network are aliowed to access Mayo and my insurer does not sell ANY individual plans with Mayo access even though
my network name is called the same. | can't buy what insurers refuse to sell. I'm paying over $17k each year for
restricted access sub par care simply because I'm self employed and barred by insurers from purchasing same quality
and accessible care as employers and employees. No, | can't just become an employee either. As a doctor, my state laws
rightfully require me to only be employed by a physician owned company to protect public health and welfare. Thus,
employment options are limited, few and far between.

5. Misleading access and coverage. To add insult to injury, the restricted access and coverage unique to individual plans
is intentionally dubious and designed to have individuals seek care by who they think are in network providers only to
find out later that they weren't covered and receive a bill from providers. First, whenever a doctor calls to determine
patient eligibility from the insurer, the call initiates with a disclaimer that eligibility is not guaranteed until a claim is
received, meaning services already provided. This means both patient and provider can't determine eligibility prior to
services being rendered in good faith, putting both in a financially vulnerable position. Secondly, the insurer data is not
up to date and in some cases intentionally misleading clients. Because | am aware that my network has special
restrictions placed upon me as an individual that employed clients with same network don't have, | have an additional
burden of rechecking and confirming multiple times that a provider is in network. Recently my daughter injured her
hand and needed to see a pediatric orthopedic specialist. When | called my insurer for a list of covered providers for MY
plan given the unique restrictions of which | informed my insurer representative, she gave me a list from her database
and assured me | had many choices in my zip code area. She gave me a list of the first five providers. Two had
disconnected phone numbers (outdated information) and the other three were Mayo providers and a Mayo facility. Had
| followed the instruction of the insurer representative | would have taken my daughter to a Mayo doctor and then
received a bill for non covered, out of network services. | called the three providers she gave and confirmed with their
billing offices that indeed, although my insurer assured me that they were in network, they are not, and | would be
financially responsible for all services. | then had to call my insurer a second time and request a specialist to personally
research and locate specialists who were truly in network for my plan and not just falsely advertised on my insurer
website portal and insurer representative database. Ultimately, it took her two hours to research this and find the
nearest in network specialist uver thirty five minutes away. | was restricled froim seeing dany of the avalilable specialisls in
my area.

6. THE INSURERS ALREADY REPEALED THE ACA. Insurers in my state effectively repealed the ACA in the summer of 2016
when they left the exchange in my state. You should know this, a year of data exists. If you don't know this, you aren't
talking to the right people like your actual constituents in the individual market, and have completely abdicated your
duty to due diligence. Upon learning that | could not even purchase a policy in AZ that includes Mayo access (the high
quality care Senator McCain has also heralded), | researched switching to another insurer. Two insurers explained to me
that as an individual, as of August 2016, | and my family would be subject to pre existing condition exclusions and
lifetime caps. During my call both insurers proceeded to underwriting questions during the call, just as things existed
prior to ACA passage. | questioned the insurer representatives and stated that it was my understanding that the ACA
remains the law of the land and is in effect even if an insurer has exited the exchange marketplace, which is different.
Both insurer representatives said that | was wrong, that the insurer's position was that by leaving the exchange, the ACA
no longer applied. | proceeded to file a formal complaint with the Arizona Attorney General's office verbally and online
in writing. The AG refused to investigate insurers intentionally violating the ACA, thereby permitting insurers to rescind
the protections the ACA attempted to provide to individuals.

What do you think happened once the ACA was effectively repealed with the AG's permission in Arizona? Our premium
was raised nearly 20%. The relief of getting away from the "burden of Obamacare" caused the insurer to raise our
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amy Czy e

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:42 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy

I am an individual market Arizonan, self employed doctor, since 2002. Insurers have consistently exploited the individual
market with high premiums, deductibles, restricted access and extortion like practices. Here are a few examples that
have affected me and my family personally. The world of the individual market is vastly different than the plans and
protections afforded in the employer based system. This is why | urge a no vote as well as a bill permitting non
employed citizens to purchase Medicare and have equal access, treatment regarding health care and be shielded from
exploitation unique to the individual market.

Personal examples:

1. My youngest child was born with a congenital problem requiring neurosurgery at four months of age. A few months
after his surgery, our insurer "lost" our monthly automatically debited insurance premium payment. It had been
removed then returned to our account suspiciously and at first we did not notice it. The insurer used this as grounds to
say we were late and cancelled our policy. We were then considered as an entire family to be uninsurable by multiple
insurers until my child reached age lwo. We were told no family member could have insurance because our minor was
not eligible to be insured until age two following the congenital higher risk problem. We lived in panic for over eighteen
months uninsured not by our own doing, but exploitive insurer practices who wanted us off their books.

2. AZ insurers can and do eliminate maternity coverage with HSA plans forcing families to pay over 10k for labor and
delivery out of pocket. They do not inform customers they automatically lose maternity coverage with HSA plans. | had a
maternity rider on my policy for years, was not informed when | changed my policy to the HSA version that the company
rescinded the maternity rider without notification and only discovered this when | presented to my doctor for prenatal
care confirming | was eight weeks pregnant and now ineligible for maternity coverage should | change policies or switch
to another company. The insurer informed me they do not sell any HSA policies in AZ with maternity coverage. | was
terrified of giving birth at home without pain management, and had to sadly be relieved my child developed a
complication of pregnancy allowing me to have insured protection during delivery. Without being insured we would not
have been in the hospital and my child would have died. The only thing that allowed us to be insured was the fact
complications of pregnancy arose. Making maternity coverage optional or non covered will endanger the lives of
children and mothers. Insurers have a financial incentive and fiduciary responsibility to increase profit, and maternity
care is expensive. Congress must protect the health and well being of all citizens, not subject mothers or infants to
health risks at the urging of insurer shareholders.

3. With one positive Pap test, a common finding among women, my insurer informed me that my entire female
reproductive system would be considered a prexisting condition and therefore exempt from coverage. Once again, my
family was forced to be uninsured because if | had accepted the exclusion of my reproductive system as a policy, that
would forever be part of my insurance eligibility or in this case, ineligibility. It was only after the ACA passed and
prexisting conditions and caps were eliminated that we could be fully insured in the event in the unthinkable, which is
the point of insurance. Exclusions exist to protect shareholders and intentionally endanger the health and lives of the
insured. This cannot be permitted in any advanced and humane society.

4. Restricted plans and networks specifically targeting individual policies. Let me be crystal clear. As an individual market
client, | canmol buy the same or similar plans, networks or coverages as employed based policies and plans in my slate.
Insurers, by their own admission, consider clients outside of the employer based system as higher risk and therefore
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do you think will ever be granted?? hmmmm. You probably won't speak to that big factor, either. None of
our Senators/Representatives have when asked.

Now on to my situation. | am 62 years old. | will have to work until 70 to max out my social security benefit (if
that even remains intact since you are looking for any means to rape our precious systems to provide more
money to work with for your tax break ideas for the wealthy) | am also the first generation born here in the
United States. My father was born in Europe worked hard and raised us kids to work hard, too. | have never
been fairly (as would a man) paid for the job that I've been doing most of my life. Even so, it has never
stopped me from doing the best job that | can. | work hard, | work overtime (for free), | go above and beyond
what is asked of me. All of my hard work ethics has only put more money in my employers pockets, not

mine. | watch everyone around me take vacations every year, something | cannot afford but am happy for
those who can. There was a time when my annual review would provide me with a raise that gave me a few
extra dollars in my wallet. But now, the rising cost of my healthcare (which is partially subsidized by my
employers) negates any increase in salary. Matter of fact, last year, my salary went down. When you talk
about messing with a healthcare system that will allow my employer to no longer provide health insurance,
that scares me. | know what is already taken from my salary makes my budget very tight and if i will be left on
my own to find healthcare as i get older...to pay the total amount out of pocket will ruin me. | may not have a
serious health issue to worry about...but the rising costs are a huge concern. Something i cannot endure and
still get by. But my concerns lie with everyone else that has these health issues, or children or adults with
addictions or simply rely on Medicaid because Lheir jobs don't pay them enough thal they would EVER be dble
to afford their premiums under your obscene health care bill. Why can't you be honest about it's

content? Why the rush? Why the sneaking around? If it was the Democrats...you guys would be screaming
all over Fox news, talk radio...every outlet you could find demeaning and lambasting what the Democrats are
trying to pull.... Everything needs tweaking...of course a healthcare plan needs to be funded, reviewed and
tweeked every so often. That doesn't make it bad as it is. Do you read or listen to what people who use
Obamacare have said? They like what they have...it works for them. They finally have coverage. Have you
listened to what the doctors and hospitals have said...? This is and should be about being human..... can you
hear that? can you feel that? can you feel it in your heart? This isn't about you guys lording your power over
us for your own personal gains. That is just gutless and evil. Think about if you were in our shoes...... but |
guess for many of you, that is even too hard to even comprehend.

| am speaking from my heart from one human being to another......please, please don't do this to us. Please

do not pass this healthcare bill...please. It is wrong...people will die as a resulf of your decision. People will
die because of your egos. There are ways to make a better plan. Please, don't do this to us.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christine Calhoun CENNTEINGGEGEEGGEGEyGGGG
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:50 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Republican Senator sponsors Bill Cassidy, Lindsey Graham, and Dean Heller created a bill
that if passed will gut Medicaid funding, punish states that expanded Medicaid by
cutting their funding, make insurance premiums skyrocket and deprive approximately
32 million more Americans from healthcare in less than 10 years time. According to
John Kasich, the people who will be hurt by this bill is the American public.

Graham and Cassidy say there will be provisions for people with preexisting conditions
to get healthcare if their state does not choose to cover preexisting conditions. One can
imagine that the insurance companies might be willing to write a policy for someone
with preexisting conditions. What do you think the cost would be? Who doesn’t have a
preexisting condition? Although | am on Medicare (which | love), | have a chronic
disease, rheumatoid arthritis, that requires a very expense medication to control it
(Enbrel — over $2800 a month). |, fortunately, pay only $47 a month because of my
supplemental insurance (I also pay a costly monthly premium for this coverage than a
Medicare Advantage Plan. How long will that last? Will seniors have to choose between
medications and buying food?

Some other reasons why this bill is so bad are the following:

End employer-provided health coverage for many Americans.

Eliminate subsidies that help middle- and low-income people purchase health plans.
Dramatically cut funding to support states’ Medicaid costs and allow states to impose
work requirements on Medicaid beneficiaries, an attack that could leave millions of
people with disabilities and low-income families without health coverage. Many of
people on Medicaid are children. The coverage go vary greatly from state to state.
Give states the power to remove more expensive health services like maternity care
from the list of essential benefits that insurance providers are required to cover.
Defund Planned Parenthood.

| am very angry that the Senate is STILL trying to gut Medicaid and take away health care from
millions of people. This bill is inhumane and should not go forward. Thank you for reading my
comments. '

Christine Calhoun

72



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Vogel

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

| feel this is the worst proposal yet. Millions will go without insurance. Shame on the senate for proposing something
this awful and trying to railroad it through. Why is it that most of the free world can come up with decent healthcare for
its citizens and we are at the mercy of big insurance companies who pour money into the pockets of people who are
supposed to be representing us.

I'm totally disgusted with the whole mess.

Sincerely,
Mary Vogel

Bloomington,lllinois

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marcia Frank S
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:45 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill

Please show that you really mean what you say when you say you are “prolife” and vote NO on the Graham-
Cassidy bill! '

e  Approximately 130 million nonelderly people have pre-existing conditions nationwide, (an average of
more than 300,000 per congressional district [Data set here:
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/content/uploads/2017/04/05080651/pre-existing-conditions-by-
congressional-district.xlsx]). Your bill eliminates mandatory coverage on these health —how is that looking
out and caring for your constituents?

e This bill allows insurers to increase costs if they have a health condition or become sick while insured —
how is that beneficial to your constituents?

e Asaresult of the allowable premium and cost of care increases, at least half of your constituents will
experience bankruptcy. Since its adoption of the Affordable Care Act, far fewer Americans have taken the
extreme step of filing for personal bankruptcy. Filings have dropped about 50 percent, from 1,536,799 in 2010
to 770,846 in 2016 (see Data here). Those years also represent the time frame when the ACA took effect. Is
your state able to handle the expected rise in bankruptcy filings? Do you have your constituents’ best interest in
mind? '

e [live in a state that is almost bankrupt. How can I trust that they will manage the federal allotment
appropriately? What regulations will be in place for all the states to guarantee good fiscal management

e Since the GOP bill will transfer most of the decision-making to the states, how will the insurance market
handle people moving from state to state since the lack of uniform regulation will be gone?

If you vote “Yes”, we will know that you have put Party Before Person (American).
If you vote “Yes”, you are not representing the people.

If you vote “Yes”, we will remember how you ignored the majority of voices when we vote in 2018.

In the interest in the health of the people and the financial welfare of this country,
PLEASE VOTE NO!

Marcia Frank
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Damon Grimes {4t >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:30 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Look, I have been told I'm not covered for a preexisting condition. If something went wrong, I was good I'd
have to fund it myself or simply die.

I can't have that ever happen to my child... Or worse yet be told that my child has hit a lifetime cap & have to
make that same call.

Fix Healthcare & make it stronger. Stop the disaster Graham Cassidy Amendment before you kill people or
bankrupt them.

What if it was your kid or grandkid?



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brenda Chaffee-Pullman
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:28 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: In opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill

| am a Service Coordinator in low-income senior housing buildings. The cuts in Medicaid brought on by the
Graham-Cassidy bill would negatively affect the Residents | serve.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jamie Hicks

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: McConnell, Senator (McConnell)
Subject: Do NOT pass Graham-Cassidy

I am asking you not to proceed with this bill. It does not provide adequate protections for those with pre-existing
conditions.

It does not prevent lifetime caps.

It disproportionately penalizes women simply for being women.

It would decimate Medicaid which will leave many elderly and poor without healthcare when they desperately need it.
It would remove essential health benefits which keep Americans healthier and thus causes less health care costs.

This bill has the only goal to repeal the ACA. What you need to do is listen to Americans and stabilize the insurance
markets which are unstable due to the governments inability to guarantee subsidy reimbursement. Fix what is wrong
don't blow up the system. Our lives, literally, depend on it.

A concerned America



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shanah Stone

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:28 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

I am urging you to oppose against the Graham-Cassidy bill that would slash Medicaid and kick millions off insurance. it is
frankly un American, cruel, and a partisan.

This IMMORAL bill includes:

Massive state funding cuts.

No full CBO score.

Premium hikes for preexisting conditions.
More uninsured veterans.

More uninsured children.

Key stake holders oppose.

GOP governors and our governor opposes.
It fails the McCain test.

It includes an age tax.

BAD, Not bipartisan, inhumane.

It doesn't leave people better off!

It hurts me and my family.

VOTE NO



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

from: Mary Beth Kovane

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Just say NO to Graham-Cassidy

As a pastor, as a person of faith, as a human being, | see the Graham-Cassidy Bill as cruel,
destructive, and immoral. Why would you strip healthcare from millions of Americans? This bill is
NOT the answer to our collective healthcare issues... and if it's admittedly not an answer, why would
we even consider it?

| agree with the Rev. David Beckmann, president of Bread for the World:

“Cassidy-Graham is just as bad as the other health care bills that have been rejected by the Senate.
It would end the Medicaid expansion and take health care coverage away from tens of millions of
people. Of course, those Americans who have the greatest need for health care coverage — seniors,
people with disabilities, and families with children — would be hit hardest by this legislation.

“Hunger and poverty rates have been declining, duc in part to the expangsion of hecalth care coverage.
This legislation would reverse the progress that has been made and increase hunger and poverty in
the U.S. People without health insurance must often choose belween paying for medicine and the
health care they need, and putting food on the table.

“Senators should work together on a bipartisan bill that does not take away health insurance from
tens of millions of the most vulnerable Americans.”

Sincerely,
Pastor Mary Beth Kovanen



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cynthia Bustos

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:28 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

Please Reject this new billl Millions will be without insurance and this bill will cause great suffering!
Cynthia Bustos

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Carrie Miller e >

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:26 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: HEALTHCARE BILL

It is appalling thls b|l| does not prevent insurance companies from- charglng more for preexisting conditions or from
instituting a lifetime cap. :

Please consider the opinions of experts like the American Medical Associatio‘n, the American Psychiatric
Association (“This bill harms our most vulnerable patients”), the American Public Health Association (*Graham-
Cassidy would devastate the Medicaid program, increasc out of pocket costs, and wicaken or climinate protections
for people living with preexisting conditions”), the National Institute for Reproductive Health (“the Graham-Cassidy
bill preys on underserved communities ... a clear and present danger”), and Federation of American Hospitals (“It
could disrupt access to health care for millions of the more than 70 million Amerlcans "} and do not allow this bill in its
present form to pass the Senate.")

Carrie Miller
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brian Dunten ' >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:26 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Hearing

[ ask that the following statement be added to the record for the Senate Finance Committee Hearing regarding
the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill.

Dear Senators:

Seventeen health organizations representing insurers, providers, doctors, seniors and the disabled have issued
statements opposing Graham-Cassidy. Specifically, the AMA states they oppose it because it "violates the
precept of 'first do no harm.”

NPR and NYT have issued graphic representations that compare the ACA with previous iterations of repeal and
replace and Graham-Cassidy.

The biggest losers are states that implemented the Medicaid expansion, and gives that money to states that
balked at implementing the ACA. My home state of Indiana stands to lose $2 Billion in funding.

32 Million people stand to lose their health insurance. This is unacceptable. America is the only country in the
developed world where access to affordable healthcare is not a right.

NPR reported that the Koch brothers are essentially holding the Republican party hostage, cutting off funding
unless and until those Senators and Representatives bow to their will.

If you have not read Graham-Cassidy, you must before you vote.

Graham-Cassidy allows insurers to charge people who become ill 5x premiums, and that is WITHOUT a lapse
in coverage. The people most affected will be the elderly and disabled. The resulting number of personal
bankruptcies will become an even bigger crisis, and the increase in the number of premature deaths something
that should weigh on your conscience.

I believe that the Republican party leadership is acting grossly negligent by calling for a vote prior to receiving

CBO analysis figures. They are trying to jam through a bill that will not only result in 32 million uninsured but
also put the healthcare industry in turmoil, with the potential to greatly and adversely affect Wall Street.

[ implore you to vote NO.
Sincerely,

Brian P. Dunten
Indianapolis, IN

17



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: RIS

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:24 PM ‘
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please don't be shortsighted

Our family pays much more into the system than we get out of it. We are proud to do it when the money is well
spent. Reasonable healthcare, helping pay for coverage for people with serious pre-existing conditions, etc. is
money well spent and makes us happy. I predict if the current GC bill passes, the population will bifurcate and
we will end up with Single Payer which I’'m not sure would work so well in our country.

I don’t want to pay for a stupid, ineffectual, offensive, vanity-project, border wall.
I don’t want to pay for (wealthy) people who choose to live in a hurricane-prone area and elect politicians who

don’t understand science.
I don’t want to pay for people who elect politicians that don’t do city planning so people end up building in

flood zones.

Healthcare- that’s different. Nobody wants to get sick. Don’t pass a junky plan.

Karen Rylander
55347

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarada Amani

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Please do not vote for this evil bill. It is not a win for Repubs. It is a loss for America.
Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Matthew Schauenburg

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA repeal

With all due insistence, maintain the ACA and do not consider it's repeal without a viable, single payer option.

Thank you

Matthew Schauenburg
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Mardi Deluhery S >

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Cassidy - Graham

[ am an Iowa voter and have a 37 year old daughter with Autism and Down Syndrome. She is very dependant
on Medicaid. I am very concerned about proposals to drastically reduce Federal support of Medicaid and block
granting bacteria to the state. lowa privatized Medicaid in April 2016. Since then the insurance companies have
continuously asked for more funding, reduced services to consumers and underpaid providers. At the same time
our state is experiencing budget shortfalls. Block grants with no flexibility will only make this situation worse
and citizens like my daughter will suffer.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: 2/2

no "replacement" plan.
Why would you even consider this?

This is stupid, partisan politics at its worst.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: SR

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: 1/2

Do not approve the Cassidy bill. It's a travesty. Nobody knows what's really in it, there are no OMB numbers, and there
is
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gail Campbell )

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:24 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill - Opinion from Sen. Ron Johnson's Constituent in St. Francis, WI
53235

Re: Graham-Cassidy Bill

From: Gail Campbell — St.Francis, Wl — 53235 - Constituent of Sen. Johnson

| urge Sen. Johnson to stop any attempt, including Graham-Cassidy, that jeopardizes coverage and increases
costs for older adults.

In Wisconsin, we already have a crisis-level shortage of home care workers for all insurances. If Graham-
Cassidy passes, it will make our state a disaster of poor medical care for seniors with pre-existing conditions!

This Graham-Cassidy bill is personal with me. Senator Johnson knows this bill will sunset my cancer care,
asthma meds and other essentials that keep me alive!

I've already told him in person at his Town Hall in Franklin, WI and by Fedexed letters. So he knows I'm a 69
year old cancer patient on Medicare & Long-Term Care Medicaid called FamilyCare.

Many seniors like me go into nursing homes, run out of life savings, and need to rely on long-term care
Medicaid before we die. We have worked all our lives and we paid into the FICA tax system which is still in
effect. It's purpose is to keep us alive with medical care after working all our lives.

This bill takes away cost-sharing subsidies to help with co-pays and deductibles. This means people like me
will not have enough income to pay for medical care! | have explained all that to the Senator in detail by
Fedexed letters with enclosed charts, medical files and financial information to prove this bill will be harmful to

patients like me.
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Our Republican Senate does not seem to grasp the level of harm they are trying to inflict on disabled seniors!

So any changes to health care must be done through an open, bipartisan and transparent process that
protects older adults and preserves critical Medicaid funding with no cuts & caps.

Thank you, and please vote no to Graham-Cassidy! Do not harm your seniors!

Gail M. Campbell
L

CE————————
Shussidesionis
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Missy Feldman <muiusSaunenes. -

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:24 PM
To: gchcomments

To Whom it may concern

It is appalling this bill does not prevent insurance companies from charging more for preexisting conditions or from
instituting a lifetime cap.

Please consider the opinions of experts like the American Medical Association, the American Psychiatric Association
(“This bill harms our most vulnerable patients”), the American Public Health Association (*Graham-Cassidy would
devastate the Medicaid program, increase out-of-pocket costs, and weaken or eliminate protections for people living
with pre-existing conditions”), the National Institute for Reproductive Health (“the Graham-Cassidy bill preys on
underserved communities ... a clear and present danger”), and Federation of American Hospitals (“It could disrupt
access to heaith care for millions of the more than 70 million Americans”) and do not allow this bill in its present form to
pass the Senate.

Sincerely,
Melissa Feldman
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: | m
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:23 FM

To: _ gchcomments
Subject: Please do not repeal Obamacare

Attachments: 20170901_110351 _resized.jpg

My son had his first surgery when he was nine weeks old. His heart was missing the walls that separate the chambers, a condition
known as AVSD. He has had cataract surgery, both eyes, retinal reattachment surgery, both eyes, and bilateral tympanoplasy.

Blue Cross pulled out of Tennessee and we have now insurance that is not as good at a higher price, but that is better than

nothing. And nothing is what we will have if you pass the latest Trumpcare bill.

My state will not take care of him, so do not say a block grant will provide for him. Gutting Medicaid as proposed will also hurt us as
many school services are billed to Medicaid.

I would like to suggest that you take the needed funding out of the bloated military budget and spend it on Medicare for All program
so that mothers like me do not lay awake at night worrying about our child's healthcare future. We have have enough to worry about.

Sincerely,

Tommi Steiheniii -

Powered by Cricket Wireless
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Peri Goldberg <maiuinipEna,
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:23 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Enough Already

Dear Senators,

Please stop already. It is appalling to me how Republican Senators are putting party before reason and trying to shove a
bill through the Senate without proper debate, diligence, and research. The attempt to pass the Cassidy Graham
healthcare bill is not in the best interest of this country, or your constituents, and it is definitely not the proper way to
legislate. Please start making a bipartisan effort to come up with a solution that is in the majority's best interest. As it
stands now this bill will hurt millions. Please do what is right, and stop being so afraid to work together as fellow
politicians to legislate. This bill will only divide us further, and make bipartisanship harder. PLEASE VOTE NO!

Thank you for your consideration,

Peri Goldberg
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:23 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

We all have a family member, friend or co-worker with a disability! What will happen to them if this bill is passed? How
will | be effected? I’'m afraid!!

| receive my health and behavioral services through Medicaid dollars under the current Affordable Care Act. If Medicaid
dollars were turned into a block grant, those of us, which includes your family, friends and coworkers, would be even
more vulnerable. Special programs we receive would be underfunded, underserved and with no qualified personnel to
run them they would be dissolved. We need to move forward instead of backwards.

Our government is deleting a program, with nothing workable to replace it with. | feel you need to keep what works and

fix what doesn’t. Are you capable of that? If our government continues to make this a race about which party can win
the arm wrestle we all lose. What a tragedy for us as a people.

Anita Warner
U

Visit our Facebook page:

h
e
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Justin Berkobien ¢

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: An Independent's objection to ACA repeal

I am an independent in my late 30s. | have voted for Republicans as well as Democrats consistently as an adult. |, and
many like me, are not swayed by Partisan platform rhetoric but, rather, compelling proposals and logical policies.

It is my deduction, without bias or agenda, that the repeal of the affordable care act is a strictly Partisan gesture meant
to pander to the furthest right-leaning citizens of our country. | do not deny that Obama care is flawed as | have
experienced many of its flaws first hand but it is better, broadly speaking, than what we had before it. The Republican
who embraces the ACA and pledges to improve it has a chance at winning my vote. The Republican who votes to repeal
the ACA is a soulless panderer of a Demographic that is dwindling. Good luck.

Justin Berkobien
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Wright-, Kevin (Finance)

I
From: Joel AIfierq
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:16 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No to .Graham- Cassidy

| do NOT want the Graham-Cassidy Health care bill to pass. Please fix the ACA instead of shoving this health care bill
through. As a Senior, on a fixed income who is disabled, | consider this Genocide. This is disgraceful. Instead of
building a Wall, getting us into a War, concentrate on providing single payer Health Insurance.

Sign me, Never voting Republican Again
i

—
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: David J. Heslop ~>

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:16 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Is Terrible Policy

Senators and members of the Committee:

In 2000, prior to ACA protections for consumers, my wife and I left the security of a terrific health insurance
plan in Massachusetts to move to Arizona merely to be closer to aging parents. We assumed the very expensive
COBRA insurance to make the transition.

I have well-managed ulcerative colitis. My spouse has had a melanoma removed more than a decade ago with
NO recurrence. Each of us see a doctor once a year for a standard physical so we are very light healthcare
users. However, in 2001 when we finally were able to secure health insurance with Cigna, my policy cost

- nearly $16,000 annually (for basic care in an HMO); my wife's policy was $12,000+. At that time the $30,000
we paid annually was 25% of our salaries. Today we are nearing retirement and our incomes have been reduced
significantly but thanks to consumer protections under the ACA, we can afford health insurance.

The Graham-Cassidy bill will return this country to a place where health insurance is unaffordable for millions
of Americans, Where insurance companies can freely deny coverage for any reason, where bankruptcy from
excessive health costs hurt all Americans because of their toll on families and the economy; and exacerbate the
health issues of the poor and those caught in addiction. Graham-Cassidy offers no protections for people with
pre-existing conditions in spite of the claims by Senator Cassidy. It destroys Medicaid for millions of
Americans who, today, have better health outcomes because of it and upon which millions of veterans rely.

This bill before your committee, coming before your committee in the manner it has with no evidence of its

effect on a sixth of our economy, is simply criminally bad. Regardless of what you WANT to believe, the ACA
is working for millions of Americans like my wife and I. You must reject the Graham-Cassidy replacement.

Thank you.

Respectfully,
David Heslop

—

i
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nandini Kuehn{il i AR t >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Please consider seriously why every major health care organization has come out and opposed this Bill even
those (such as health insurance plans ) who are unfettered by this Bill from ACA requirements. Not only will
you throw off 250K Medicaid expansion folk in NM off coverage, every rural provider who depends on
Medicaid will be at risk for survival. Every hospital in NM had dropped their uncompensated care and bad debt
to minimal levels. Why does every idea that comes out of the Republican party throw people in jeopardy? Why
is this idea polling in the mid-teens? Who are these voters you are so committed to? Or are we talking donors?

Finally please report publicly whether these provisions will affect the honorable members of the U.S. Congress

Nandini Kuehn
Health Services Consulting

Sent from my Verizon Motorola Smartphone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

To all concerned:

CHERYL TERHORS T o

Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:15 PM
gchcomments
I beg you, please vote against this bill

There is no question the ACA can be improved -- its founders all built it based on that knowledge and indeed
improvements have been made since it went into effect.. But the Graham-Cassidy bill is not the answer, and in
fact is the opposite. Please consider the people in this country and just how much it would hurt so many of us.
As the American Medical Association (AMA) notes, this bill violates the Hippocratic oath. It in fact would do

harm.

I beg of you, please don't vote for this bill. Please work together, both sides of the isle, to make healthcare
better. Be a good example for the country, instead of further dividing it. We need healing and we look to you, .
our elected officials, to guide the way. Please be the leaders we need and want.

Many thanks,

Cheryl terHorst
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lynne Robinson

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA Repeal and Replace

Dear Honorable Congressmen and Congresswomen:

I am writing to encourage each of you to vote against the Cassidy-Graham Bill that is under consideration and will soon
be called for a vote on or before September 30, 2017.

I am a 61 year-old female that was diagnosed 5 years ago with diabetes; therefore, | have "pre-existing" health issues.
Under the C-G Bill, | would pay exorbitant premiums and be punished because | have a disease which | did not ask for

nor could | prevent from occurring. In spite of what many people believe, it does not just strike obese people; | weigh
115 pounds. | did nothing to cause this unfortunate life-changing event in my life.

if you have or know someone with diabetes, you are familiar with the expense of this iliness, even with insurance. Itisa
costly monthly endeavor and takes a toll on a middle-income budget. With C-G Bill these expenses will only escalate.
We live on a fixed income, therefore, the cost will, over time, increase and take more money from our monthly budget.
Please vote against this horrific proposed bill and instead work together AS ADULTS in a bipartisan fashion to improve
the current ACA Bill that has provided medical benefits to Americans that previously did not have them. Represent ALL

Americans, not just the 1% that will receive large tax incentives if this horrific bill is enacted.

We are voters and we are paying attention to the actions of our Congresspeople. Do the right thing for ALL of your
constituents. This country would not exist without those of us that built it---the middle class.

Thank you,
Lynne Robinson

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marcy Rockwell <N

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:15 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

My son was born with a hole in his heart and 4 months later was diagnosed with Stage 3 neuroblastoma, a solid tumor
cancer. Protections for pre-existing conditions and guaranteed no lifetime caps are vital to his healthcare, which would
bankrupt us otherwise (if we could even get care for him under Graham-Cassidy). Stand up and vote NO on this bill for
my son and all the kids like him.

Marsheila Rockwell

Sent from Marcy's silly iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janet Danker¢>
Sent:. Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Stop Graham/Cassidy Bill

This is a mess!! Why can you not look at models in other countries? Look at a solution instead of passing
another inadequate bill that helps nobody.

Janet Dankert



Writi;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dianne Berlin >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:47 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

I don't understand why you Republicans are trying to keep us poor, keep us uneducated, and most of all, trying to kill us!
This bill will be a disaster for America and all of its people. It must not pass!

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lucia Fedora i

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:47 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote NO the Graham-Cassidy Bill

You will destabilize our insurance, possibly premiums are raised so high that | and my family couldn't
afford it, or make it unavailable to us. We can't go without a good affordable healthcare plan and care.

Thank you,
Lucia Fedora



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Klink

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please don't take away my health insurance!

I was involved in a serious car accident six years ago, which resulted in over $250,000 in medical bills. T have
great health insurance as a result of the ACA, which made my out-of-pocket expenses manageable. Now I have
pre-existing conditions, and I'm terrified that the Graham-Cassidy bill will allow my insurance company to jack
up my premium beyond my ability to pay. PLEASE restore the bipartisan committee working to improve the
ACA instead of repealing it.

Thank you,
Lisa Klink

Adopt youf new best friend from Much Love Animal Rescue!




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joyce Kaye

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Do not pass the Graham Cassidy bill

It will take away many things. 32 million people will become insured. Blue cross says it will undermine
preexisting conditions and mental health funding! No funding will be given to planned parenthood. Premiums
and deductibles would rise. It will cause uncertainty in the market place. It is morally wrong! Older adults and
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elina Patler—>

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care bill.

Hello,

I'm writing with extreme concern about the Cassidy—Graham bill that is being considered by the Senate. It must
not be passed because it's a terrible detriment to millions of families. It's also a procedural miscarriage to allow
this bill to come to a vote before it has been thoroughly vetted and scored by the CBO for public scrutiny.

There is no doubt that health care in this country needs improvement, but this bill would only serve to make
things worse.

Thank you,
Elina Patler
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Storey uu————RNRAENN' >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:45 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy

To the committee,

I'm including below comments written and submitted by my sister, who, alongside her husband and their
daughter, has found strength and fortitude to withstand challenges I would not wish upon any one of you, no
matter how vehemently I may disagree with your politics. Her point of view is my own.

Please do not use your positions of power in this country to harm its citizens. if you vote yes, you will harm all
of us, and those who are most vulnerable most of all. To do so just so you can keep a shallow, craven, bad-faith
political promise would demonstrate a lack of basic humanity. You owe it to your fellow citizens to be better
than that.

A very concerned citizen, sister and aunt,
Sarah Storey

September 21, 2017
To the Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

| write to you as the parent of a 14-year old daughter with Aicardi Syndrome, a very rare genetic disorder that
causes unrelenting seizures, significant intellectual and physical disabilities, and early mortality. She began having
seizures at 3 months of age. She does not walk, nor talk, but she is deeply engaged with her world, her school, her
family.

She is the light of my and my husband'’s life, and she is the reason that | am a committed parent advocate for the
interests of all children in our country who have medical complexity or disability.

In your hands rests the most important decision for children like my daughter, but also for people with disabilities in
all circumstances: whether or not to vote for the Graham-Cassidy Bill.

| write to ask you to oppose this bill, but not because | believe that the Affordable Care Act is perfect. Far from it—I
believe that the ACA can, and should, be reformed and improved upon if people of good will and conscience come
together to work sincerely to do so.

| ask you to oppose this bill because it will decimate Medicaid, the single most important health insurance program
for children and adults with disabilities in our country.

| ask you to oppose the bill because it will also threaten the health insurance stability—and access to critical care
and supports—of all people with chronic illness and disability who currently have private insurance.

Because the ACA requires that—no matter what pre-existing condition our children have—they have access to
health insurance, our families do not face the impossible financial burdens that their medical bills would otherwise
cause. Should the states be left with the option to be waived—or to waive insurers—from this requirement, many of
our children and their families would be faced with terrible choices and outcomes.
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The ACA and a stable Medicaid system have given my family and the families | know peace of mind—release from
the constant anxiety about whether the next procedure, or the next piece of equipment, or the next critical therapy,
will be accessible to our beautiful, loved children (whether little ones, or adults). Instead of managing this worry, we
can concentrate on our children and their well-being.

Across the country, Medicaid keeps children with profound disabilities in their homes, with their families, rather than
in nursing homes. It allows parents to maintain their employment and contribute to society because our children are
able to receive the supports they need for healthy home and school care. It offers important secondary insurance to
fill the gaps left by inadequate private insurance. '

In my state of Illinois, the projections suggest that in 2020, we are looking at an 11 percent cut to Medicaid
reimbursements to hospitals and other medical providers; by 2030, that number is 34 percent.

Such cuts would be simply devastating to the free-standing children’s hospital where my medically-complex child
gets all of her specialist and primary care: neurologists, neurosurgeons, gastroenterologists, orthopedists,
ophthalmologists, and therapists.

Fully 50 percent of our hospital’s patient population relies on Medicaid, and thus, the hospital’s ability to provide care
for ALL children is directly linked to a robust, healthy system of Medicaid for our most vulnerable children.

The Graham-Cassidy plan to “equalize” Medicaid funding across the states who wisely expanded it under the ACA,
and those who cruelly prevented their citizens from getting those benefits is really just stealing from Peter to pay
Paul—and we know that this is a terrible way to invest in anything that is meaningful. For governors who refused to
participate under the ACA to now take that funding out of the hand of children in another state under the name of
“repeal” is cynical in the extreme.

It is nothing more than a political shell game, and our children’s lives are worth more than that.

There is work to do to make the ACA better, to make insurance and pharmaceuticals more affordable, to improve
the efficiency of our systems. But this does not require us to act inhumanely, or to fly in the face of what we know to
be the honest, good gains of the ACA.

My daughter may not be your constituent, but today, all Americans are your constituents.

Please, think long and hard about what a vote to repeal the ACA and to block-grant and reduce Medicaid would
mean for the most vulnerable of your fellow citizens and their families.

| urge you to imagine the greatest good that could be achieved here instead if you put people first, and ideology and
foolhardy campaign promises to the side.

| ask you to reflect on the simple question, “What if this was my child?” and then vote “No” on the Graham-Cassidy.

Sincerely,
Margaret Storey
Evanston, lllinois
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kellie Pokrifka gt . o
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:45 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Hello,

I would first like to thank you for doing your best to protect the greatest country in the world.

Second, I would like to beg you to consider Americans with traumatic brain injury. TBI knows no
demographics- no incomes, no ages, no gender, no politics. Imagine having you or a loved one thriving in life,
and then one day being so debilitated by a freak accident. Even those with the best insurance coverage and a
high income will be economically and emotionally devastated by the enormous costs of a brain injury.

I was 19 years old when a TBI took my life, my future. I was at one of the top universities in America, and had
plans to be a doctor. Never once had I considered I would be on this side of healthcare. I was set. In my third
year of university, a fever had me faint on a hardwood floor. I still have not been able to work, or to even live as
a functioning human. The costs of health care are almost as debilitating as my injury.

The Graham- Cassidy Bill would make patients like me- innocent, successful, intelligent teenagers- even more
devastated by brain injury. Please think of your own loved ones and vote no.

Thank you for your time and efforts,

Kellie
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Mary Voge! Sl

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:45 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

| think this is the worst proposal yet. Millions will go without insurance. | am against it. Shame on the senate for
proposing something this awful then trying to railroad it through.

Sincerely,

Mary Vogel
Bloomington,lllinois
Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Weber <q
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:44 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: say NO to new healthcare billr

[ am writing to you today to ask you to vote against the Cassidy-Graham proposal, and any future proposal that
cuts Medicaid and puts the lives and livelihoods of people with disabilities in danger.

Iowans with disabilities rely on Medicaid-funded services to live and work in our communities, and this new
proposal would have a huge impact on Iowa’s ability to maintain these vital Medicaid services.

[ am case manager who works with people with disabilities. My consumers depend on Medicaid services to
live, work, and be a part of my community. Any cuts to Medicaid threaten their independence. I am a person
with pre-existing conditions who deserves the right to access adequate healthcare services without facing a
financial punishment. My ability to live and work in my community will be threatened if this bill were to pass.

Please oppose this dangerous bill, and make sure any new health plan maintains or improves patient protections
and Medicaid funding. Thank you very much for considering my comments.

Lisa Weber, Uil

o —

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The information provided in this e-mail message, along with any
attachments, may be privileged, confidential, and covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, U.S. CC. 2510-2521 as well as other State and Federal laws.
If you have received this e-mail in error, please contact me at the above phone number or
e-mail address immediately. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that distribution, retention, dissemination, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sally Fuller <s il NN

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:52 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Opposition to Graham-Cassidy bill

September 21, 2017

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I write to voice our extreme opposition to the Graham-Cassidy- Heller-Johnson proposal. I am very
discouraged that instead of continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the
strength and stability of the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation
have put forward a proposal that will:

o Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase
health care coverage;

e End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

e  Gul Medicaid through deep, permanent culs thal would grow over time and threaten care for
millions of low-income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift massive costs
and risks to states;

e Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’
efforts to address the current crisis of drug overdose deaths

e Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

e Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American
public and the majority of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy- Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security of millions of
Americans including older adults, low-and moderate-income families, people living with disabilities,
veterans and people with preexisting conditions. It does nothing to improve affordability or availability of
coverage for consumers and will likely result in approximately 665,000 Massachusetts residents losing
coverage by 2027 and will undermine the financial stability of our health care system and place
additional fiscal strains on our state budget.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-
Johnson health care proposal. This legislation would have extremely detrimental impacts on millions of
Americans and hundreds of thousands of Massachusetts residents. [ am hopeful this legislation will not
move forward.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: amy bramblette >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:52 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: RE; vote on repeal of ACA

| have seen first hand the difference healthcare has made in the lives of people in KY. Why would you want to

make it harder again? Please- do not pass this bill. Healthy citizens mean a better country. Do you not want
that?
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: oA
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:52 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO NO NO on the Cassidy Graham bill

NO NO NO on the Cassidy Graham bill. It will cost our country much too much and I am not referring to
dollars.

Sincerely,

—
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Valerie Merrow <y NN

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:51 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill (Please do NOT pass!)

Dear Senators and Committee members,

I am writing to request that you do NOT pass the Graham Cassidy bill! This bill has far reaching implications that it
appears no one is looking at long-term. It will not only impact those who rely on government dollars for health care, but
it will impact all of us tax payers.

| recently took a job where | work with individuals who have an intellectual and developmental disability and their
families/caregivers. This bill will critically compromise very needed medical safety nets and programs in order to have
any quality of life for an individual with this very ‘pre-existing’ condition that will require supports. It will cause
additional stressors and anxiety which then turns into more medical costs and more ER visits. I’d love to poli our
nation’s ER data to see just how many more have come through their doors since this legislation was made public!

I've worked since | was 15 years old and now 55. I'm a cancer survivor who developed type Il diabetes after the chemo
‘treatments. | do not mind paying for health insurance, but | spent many healthy years paying into health insurance and

taxes to help those who need our help in getting medical services so that when | need them they'll be there.

I'm all for having a better health care system, but to gut something without any ‘cause and effect’ analysis being done or
considerations of caps on the medical industry is gross negligence on the part of decision makers.

Please do NOT pass this bill, table it, reconstruct it again {pre-existing conditions impacts everyone, not just those

depending on government assistance to survive!} Will you please get recommendations from economists as well as
other ‘professional’ expertise before passing another health care reform bill?

Valerie Merrow i ordinator
“I

L )
R
usnelin

| ee—— ]
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: William O'Donnell i

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:50 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: My comments on the Graham Cassidy healthcare legislation

Dear Senate committee members,

I urge you to put politics aside when reading this message.

I like many others do not find the Graham Cassidy healthcare bill a positive step in the direction we need to go as a
nation in reforming and updating our healthcare system to be in line with the rest of the developing world that’s light
years ahead of the United States. | come from a large family where there are multiple members including myself who
have chronic lifelong disabling conditions. Many in our family rely on programs like Medicaid that afford treatment
options, adaptive equipment, and other community based services to us that would normally not be available. | am in
total agreement that, healthcare needs to be fixed. However, there has to be a better solution than cutting off some of
the nations most vulnerable citizens from accessing healthcare and other community based services. We need you as a
community, (20% or 1/5) of the population to continue being our ally and strengthening opportunity to healthcare
access and other related services. Other related services like, the disability integration act, and community first choice
program cost savings steps in a positive direction including continued availability of programs like Medicaid. Thanks for
reading and | look forward to you making a decision that is both morally and economically in the best interest of one of
the largest minorities in America, persons with disabilities.

e
-
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: v Mary Jo Walters Gniinusssniemmismny >

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:50 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Save Medicare/Medicaid

Finally people have coverage, why take that away?

Finally, people with disabilities can get their medicines, doctor's visits, why take that away?

Finally, mental health coverage occurs, its not perfect by any means, there are long waits and great distances to
get to a provider at least where I live, but any cuts in Medicaid will start a loss in service. We need to visit
doctors and counselors for our care.

Please vote no on the current repeal on the table.

Many Thanks,

Mary Jo Walters,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Scott Levy >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:50 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: A.C.A. Stories

Hello,

[ have a mentally ill brother who, despite having a P.H.D., has found his issues to be too debilitating to maintain
employment (he has tried this for many years). He is on numerous life saving medications, and depends upon
the A.C.A. to maintain his health. Graham Cassidy would destroy him.

[ suffer from chronic pain issues. I have worked my entire adult life, but in this economy, I am unable to find
employment that provides benefits. The A.C.A. allows me my best shot at having a degree of quality of life.

Please do not allow this bill to pass. Please put the health and well being of your fellow Americans above
politics.

Thank you.

Scott Levy
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Schultz, Linda <

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:00 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: lindaschultzl@charter.net

Subject: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, September 25, 2017

Linda Schultz
N
e

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

Please oppose cuts to Medicaid via the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal. For the sake of my son, John
Lacy, and others like him, disabled from birth. John turns 36 this year. He has had the help of Medicaid since
he was 18 years old. Without Medicaid, John, who has moderate effects from Down Syndrome and Juvenile
Diabetes, would not have opportunities such as, the employment he had at The Threshold Incorporated, a
sheltered workshop, for 14 yrs. Or currently, in what he calls, “retirement,” at his Day Service provider, The
Golden Pearl LLC. He loves the 6 hour day service program . There he enjoys social time, outings, and
learning daily living skills, while having his diabetes monitored and insulin administered. This would be too
small of a world for you and |, for us, but for John, it is everything.

| don’t know where we would be without Medicaid. If left to the State to allocate funds, John and so many
others like him will not be served. Will not have his health needs addressed. Will not live meaningful

lives. Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal. Help be the voice of the disabled. They
have so little voice. It is too unheard.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Nyman

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

To Whom It May Concern,
I’'m writing to express my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy Bill. I'm a foster mom with three foster kids on
Medicaid. | also do not receive health insurance from my employer and rely on the ACA for my healthcare.

| am not an insurance expert. But when a far-reaching bill is crafted in secret, if it's not open to debate, if it's
not given time to be properly analyzed, and when so many organizations like AARP and the AMA as well as
the insurance industry itself come out against a bill like this one, | have to ask myself, why would the GOP
insist on pushing this through?

Certainly not for the good of the American people. Please don't tell us that. It's a lie. The GOP knows it, |
know it, we all know it.

It's because the GOP foolishly campaigned on a promise to repeal and replace. Instead of “making healthcare
great again,” they campaigned on repealing and replacing. To us “regular folk,” that’s like telling a kid if they
don’t behave, they'll be grounded for an entire year and then having to ground them for an entire year. It's a
stupid threat, like the GOP campaign promise was a stupid promise.

Here's the thing: we don't care what promises were made during the campaign. We care about
healthcare. We don't want it politicized. We want it to be affordable.

We want it to be affordable for everyone. We want it to be affordable to everyone and available to everyone.

This bill does not do that.

And so | beg of you: please find your humanity. Please find your conscience. Lift your heads up out of your
partisan politics, listen to your constituents, to the medical community, to the organlzatlons you'll be greatly and
negatively impacting. Stop this insanity!

Grow up.
Do better.
Be kind.
Be leaders.

We, the American People, want you to do better than this bill. We want you to work with Dems to make the
ACA better. We want you to stop thinking of yourselves and your party and to start thinking of us, your fellow
countrymen and countrywomen.

Do better.

Sincerely,
Nancy Nyman
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Vickie Moseley SN

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony against passage of the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill

My name is Vickie Moseley. I live in Springfield, Illinois. I am the mother of 6 children and my husband and I
have lived without health insurance. In fact, two of our children were born when we had no insurance and
footed the entire bill by ourselves. One of those children was unfortunate enough to be born with a tiny hole in
his heart. This is, I was told at the time, quite common and in most children the hole closes before their six-
month check up. Luckily his did as well. However, because it was extensively documented at the hospital, this
became a pre-existing condition for our son and thus blocked him from obtaining health insurance in the private
marketplace. Of our six children, one had tubes in his ears at 9 months, another was born with an agenesis of
the corpus collosum, one was born with autism -- in short, all but one of them had pre-existing conditions that
precluded private insurance. That is why I fought for access to affordable healthcare 24 years ago. That is why
[ stand here to continue to fight for it today. '

If there are problems with the ACA, I will fight just as hard to fix those problems. If the premiums are too high
for many, we need to find ways to bring them down. If there isn't enough competition in the marketplace, we
need to find new incentives. But going back to the way things were should not be on the table.

The son who was born with a hole in his heart is a productive member of society today. And for the last 4
years, he has been able to stay on my insurance, unlike his older brother, who was uninsured for a year while
waiting to go into the Marine Corps after high school (he is a disabled veteran of the Iraq War). [ am open to
alternatives, but we need to see those alternatives, with Congressional Budget Office scoring and bipartisan
support, before we take away something so many people need.

Thank you.

Introduction: Vickie Moseley, former State Representative for Springfield, co-sponsor of legislation to study
access to affordable healthcare in 1993. A lifelong resident of llinois, she and her husband Brian have lived in

Springfield for almost 40 years.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kit WC )

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:59 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH “health care"” bill

The GCH repeal of Obamacare is a travesty that doesn't deserve to be called a health care bill. Why? Because the
authors have done no work to ensure it improves the American health care system - no consulting with doctors or public
health experts, no discussions of the impacts of an aging population or how climate change will affect infectious disease
rates in the coming decades, no input from hospitals, insurance companies, or state exchanges. If this bill somehow
miraculously did make health care better, it would be an accident. it is clear that the ONLY goal of this bill is to provide
tax breaks for the wealthy and appease large Republican donors. We see what you are doing and we will remember.

Kit Ward-Crowel!

Sent from my iPhone

43



Wﬁht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Monica Palacios

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:59 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Plan

PLEASE

NO ON Graham-Cassidy Plan.
EVERY AMERICAN NEEDS HEALTHCARE

Thank you,
Monica Palacios
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: terri_l.n <~P
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:40 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No Cassidy Graham bill

My name is, Terri Norgren [ am a mother and a guardian of a young lady who has multiple disabilities. She has
been on Medicaid most of her life. Without the supports from Medicaid, and Medicare my daughter would not
be alive. Medicaid is more than just health care, it is the Medicaid waivers which also allows her to be able to
have the support she needs so that I can continue to work and put a roof over my daughters head.

The Affordable Care Act may not be perfect but it gives her the chance to have a life. if this bill passes it will
rip her support and her world away. Giving that much money to states that do not show fiscal responsibility is
giving a death sentence to not only my daughter but the thousands and millions of people in the state of Kansas.
This bill is trying to do the great Kansas experiment which has failed miserably. hospitals in Kansas people are
waiting for services and are dying trying to get the help that they need. Rural . hospitals are closing schools are
closing school nurse programs are not there because of the fiscal irresponsibility of the Kansas administration.

I urge and beg you to voté NO on this Cassidy Graham Bell it will destroy the lives of the veterans the elderly
and the most needy citizens in the United States.

thank you for listening

Sincerely
Terri Norgren

- — 5
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:59 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Fwd: Graham-Cassidy bill

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: iy
Date: September 21,2017 at 1:57:16 PM CDT
To: ) 20V

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Good afternoon.

A very short story re the ACA.

My son is affected by the opioid crisis. He is in recovery from a heroin addiction.

He has a subsidized silver policy through the Marketplace. We utilized the call center in order to
be sure we were completing his application correctly. He has had a policy since the second year
of the ACA.

The policy helped us provide him with two stints in rehab-30 days in patient and 21 days out
patient. We paid out of pocket for more inpatient days.

It takes a while to come clean from heroin. The pull is great and the person really needs to want
it. What I'm here to tell you is that he most likely wouldn't be alive today without the ACA with

its requirement to cover addiction therapy.

Graham-Cassidy is a miserable, cruel piece of legislation which will hurt many. Do healthcare
right-bi partisan, in committee, regular order.

Do the right thing.
Sincerely,

Linda Lee

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cindy Elliott-Amadon NN

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:58 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ' ACA Repeal Bill

On Our Own of Montgomery County and our members are adamantly opposed to the repeal of the ACA. Most of our
members have pre-existing conditions and receive mental health and other health care through Medicaid. The bill to
repeal the ACA will reportedly eliminate coverage for pre-existing conditions, eliminate coverage for mental ilinesses,
and eliminate Medicaid as a resource for our low income and very low income members. Please do everything possible
to save the ACA. Don’t desert our members!

Cindy Elliott-Amadon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrew Jones

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Statement on Graham-Cassidy

To Whom it May Concern,

[ urge the members of the Senate Finance Committee to let common sense prevail by voting NO on the
Graham-Cassidy 'health care' bill that is currently being considered. The substance of the bill is an abomination
and the process by which Republican members of the Senate are attempting to pass it is an outrageous affront to
the democratic process.

Senate Republicans' desperate need to pass literally anything, even in the absence of a full score from the CBO,
is both dangerous and absurd given the sky-high stakes associated with ripping healthcare away from millions
of Americans. Groups as diverse as patient advocacy organizations, insurance lobbyists, and Republican

- governors know this bill does more harm than good, which should be a signal that this bill is nothing more than
a cynical and dangerous attempt to play politics with Americans' lives. Again, please do not pass this
abomination - the Senate would be much better off working on a bipartisan effort to fund and continue the

- Andrew Jones
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
’
From: Jordan Schmidt GRS

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:56 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Cassidy-Graham Bill

Attachments: imagel. jpeg; ATTO0001.txt

Hello,

I'm writing with extreme concern about the Cassidy—Graham bill that is being considered by the Senate. It must not be
passed because it's a terrible detriment to millions of families. It's also a procedural miscarriage to allow this bill to come
to a vote before it has been thoroughly vetted and scored by the CBO for public scrutiny.

There is no doubt that health care in this country needs improvement, but this bill would only serve to make things
worse.

Thank you.
Leah Alsadi

I'm attaching a picture of my son. His name is Gunner. He is 2. He would be greatly affected.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Moira Donegan

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: .Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Stop trying to take our healthcare away. Defeat this bill.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Karen Stumbo

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

To All US Senators regarding the proposed Graham-Cassidy legislation:

I am truly sickened that the people who wield such power in this country think so little of their fellow Americans. This
Bill is wrong on so many levels, and each of you knows this. Allowing President Trump to say he made good on a
campaign promise is not a good enough reason to forsake the rest of us. The Bill will be catastrophic to those who need
access to healthcare the most. | can't imagine that any of you, in good conscience, can say honestly you believe the
legislation is an improvement to the ACA, which | agree needs improving.

Please consider a bi-partisan approach to this issue as it is critical to ALL AMERICANS, not just Republicans, not just men
(even though Republican men were the only ones who made the decisions about the contents of the Bill). ALL OF US will

be affected.

As someone who has advocated for autistic people, the elderly and the most vulnerable of our citizens, and someone
with pre-existing conditions myself, | beg of you to put the best interests of American citizens over your Party. If ever
there was a time in your lives as public servants to really serve your public, it's now, and we and the rest of the world are

watching.
Sincerely,

Mary Karen Stumbo
Kentucky

Sent from my iPhone
Please excuse typos & brevity
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Campbell el -

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:54 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: SFC Hearing on Monday, September 25, 2017

Good afternoon,

I am 50 years old and have worked since I was 14. T was born with an artificial leg and other problems have
stemmed from that. My son was born with Down Syndrome and is in remission from Leukemia. We are a
family of pre-existing conditions. We are productive members of society and we have a right to good and
reasonable healthcare. 1 fear for my son's future if Medicaid is done away with. Please do not vote in favor of
this bill. The ACA is flawed, but it should be fixed and not completely obliterated. I am a firm believer in
taking care of my fellow citizen and this bill will destroy lives. Please reconsider this and look for an improved

program that will work for all.

Thank you
Nancy Campbell
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Emily Carroll {uishibSpmminsanng
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:54 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Repeal

The Graham-Cassidy repeal is unfathomably cruel. It is also unthinkable that our elected representatives would
vote on such a bill when they have no idea about the true impacts of how many people would loose coverage.
This is NOT an informed decision and the ramifications are too large to take such an action when your
constituents do not have full knowledge of it's impacts.

STOP BEING COWARDLY. This is a death bill and nothing more. Stop punishing people for being mortal.
Being sick is not immoral, it is human.

Thank you for considering this in greater detail.
Regards,

Emily Carroll
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) —

From: L 9

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:52 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Medicaid Vital for My Family-Wisconsin
Attachments: Matt Story.pdf

Thank you for allowing comments about the new health care bill that will make sweeping changes to medicaid and the
provisions for insurance across the US. | am concerned about the cuts to medicaid and the ability for states to waiver pre-
exiting conditions and treatment for mentai health disorders. | have attached my son't story about how he has used
medicaid since he was a little boy. Please share with the committee.

Thank you,

Sai Flaschberger
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: . vallancet

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 2:53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Senators: Vote no on Cassidy-Graham. As a practicing registered nurse, and a spouse and patient with pre-
existing conditions, I am worried that this legislation will be dangerous to my patients and my family. It would
convert Medicaid to block grants (per capita funds), which would lead to rationing of care. It breaks a promise
the federal government made to provide health care to our most vulnerable citizens, including the elderly,
children, the poor, and the disabled.

It has a provision that would allow states to opt out of covering essential health benefits. You know, things like
inpatient care, outpatient care, labs, meds, maternity, and mental health care. It would allow insurers to sell bare
bones plans that don't cover anything useful, which is shortsighted in that will not improve individual and
population health, and will put vulnerable American families at risk of financial ruin due to health care
expenses.

It is irresponsible to make sweeping changes to Medicaid without hearings and without stakeholder input. It is
irresponsible to vote on this bill without a CBO score.

Tammy Vallance RN

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chloe PDA <s~

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:01 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

Dam the torpedo’s, full steam ahead no matter what the consequences are for the people and their healthcare. Asa 30
year Navy veteran I'm concerned that we will loose our guaranteed healthcare, known as Tri-Care for life. 'm also
concerned that pre-existing conditions, while supposedly covered will be so expressive that you are priced out of the
market.

You are leaving all of this to the states; and some states will do all they can for their people, such as California, New
York, Massachusetts; but God help you if you live in Louisiana, Alabama, Florida, Missippi, or Texas. To put it bluntly, in
those states if you get sick you are on your own, if you have a catastrophic iliness the only answer is to die quickly
otherwise you will bankrupt your family.

All of this to give the 1% a tax break, typical Republican mantra, WE ARE FOR THE WEALTHY SCREW THE LITTLE GUY. As
an example the Graham/Cassidy bill would defund Medicare in 2026, never to be seen again
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Mary McHale <ne Ry

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:37 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote No on Graham Cassidy bill

| am urging the Senate to vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy bill as this bill would have a devastating impact on
my son and our family. My son has a disability and relies on Medicaid for funding for Medicaid services such as
employment supports(which includes finding a job, job coaching and transportation to and from a job).
Without those supports, either my husband or | will need to quit our job to provide those needed services to
our son, along with sitting at home with him. These services allow our son to be a contributing member to
society. He will spend his days sitting at home, which will causes his skills(communication and others) to
erode. This proposed bill would also allow states to waive protections for anyone with a pre-existing
condition, which would mean that Daniel would not have any health insurance as he has a congenital heart
condition, is deaf in one ear and wears a hearing aid in the other ear, has hypothyroidism, among other health
issues. This would mean that he would not be able to pay for his medicines, see the doctor for checkups and
ultimately his health would be so impaired that it would mean a trip to the ER, hospitalization, therapy, etc. Is
that what the Senate wants—to have those individuals who are least able to take care of themselves- not be
taken care of at all? Any cuts to Medicaid, whether it is through block grants, caps on Medicaid, no pre-
existing conditions will mean that all we have worked with our school district to make sure that Daniel is
equipped to work competitively will be for nothing as there will not be any Medicaid supports for him.

Thank you,
Mary P McHale
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mark Rudolph q
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:

To: gchcomments '

Subject: Medicaid

My son is blind and mentally retarded. He depends on Medicaid for his very life. Please do not let your zeal for health
care reform be used as a toll to gut Medicaid.

| am alos the Director of a non profit who serves over 350 individuals. Their story is just like my son’s.
Please stop! Focus on fraud in the Medicaid system first.

Mark Rudolph,

e

THIS COMMUNICATION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED
AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
APPLICABLE LAW.

If the reader of the communication is not the intended recipient or the employee or agency responsible for delivering
the communication to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of
this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately
by telephone (309-344-2600) and delete this e-mail from your computer. Thank you.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Benjamin G Levy <
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care Reform

To whom it may concern (yes, you people elected to represent me):

I do not want any modifications to the current healthcare legislation called Obamacare until you actually have a
plan that will do at least what it does or better. It seems simple to comprehend that pre-existing conditions
happen and that not everyone will share the same opinions about what should be covered, but ALL

AMERICANS deserve decent and comprehensive health care. The current legislation proposed clearly does not
do that.

[ urge you to act like decent people and come to an agreement that represents all of our citizens and provides the
comprehensive care that Americans deserve.

This bill does not do that and T urge it be tossed onto the scrap heap of so many others just like it.
You can and must do better.
Sincerely,

Benjamin Levy
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maria Turner <

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please enter my comments into the official hearing records
Importance: High

Dear Senator:

Seventeen health organizations representing insurers, providers, doctors, seniors and the disabled have issued
statements opposing Graham-Cassidy. Specifically, the AMA states they oppose it because it "violates the precept
of first do no harm.”

NPR and NYT have issued graphic representations that compare the ACA with previous iterations of repeal and
replace and Graham-Cassidy.

The biggest losers are states that implemented the Medicaid expansion, and gives that money to states that balked
at implementing the ACA. Indiana stands to lose $2 Billion in funding.

32 Million people stand to lose their heaith insurance. This is unacceptable. America is the only country in the
developed world where access to affordable healthcare is not a right.

NPR reported that the Koch brothers are holding the Republican party hostage, cutting off funding until you do their
bidding. That two individuals have that much power is disturbing to say the least. A topic for a different day.

If you have not read Graham-Cassidy, you must before you vote. The Republican party is grossly negligent,
irresponsible, calling a vote prior to receiving CBO analysis figures, trying to jam through a bill that will not only
result in 32 million uninsured but also put the healthcare industry in turmoil, with the potential to greatly and
adversely affect Wall Street.

Graham-Cassidy allows insurers to charge people who become ill 5x premiums, and that is WITHOUT a lapse in
coverage. The populations most affected will be the elderly and disabled. The resulting number of personal
bankruptcies will become an even bigger crisis, and the increase in the number of premature deaths something that

shouid weigh on your conscience.
| implore you to vote NO.
Sincerely,

Maria Turner

-—-1-—7
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Thank you for the opportunity to submit my comments of opposition and concern to the Graham-Cassidy-
Heller-Johnson health care proposal. This legislation would have extremely detrimental impacts on millions of
Americans and hundreds of thousands of Massachusetts residents. As a public health professional and voter, I
am hopeful this legislation will not move forward.

Sincerely,

Kathy Myers

SR
A

11[1] Center for American Progress, “Coverage Losses by State Under the Graham-Cassidy Bill to Repeal the ACA”,
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/news/2017/09/20/439277/coverage-losses-state-graham-cassidy-bill-repeal-aca/.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shawn Tansey SEENEEGRGTGGEGENGNGy

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:19 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Nikki_Hunt@markey.senate.gov

Subject: : I'm opposed to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson health care proposal

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

As a voter, public health professional and SHIP counselor to seniors and people living with disabilities, I am
extremely opposed to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal. I find it very discouraging that instead of
working together in a bipartisan way and focusing on issues to improve the strength and stability of the
Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward a proposal that
will negatively affect my family members and SHIP clients in the following ways:

o Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase health care
coverage;

o End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

o Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time and threaten care for millions of
families like men who have low-income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift
massive costs and risks to states;

o Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken efforts in
Massachusetts and elsewhere to address the current crisis of drug overdose deaths

o Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

e Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the
majority of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security of millions of
Americans including my family members who include adults aged sixty and older, low-and moderate-income
families, people living with disabilities, veterans and family members and other people with preexisting
conditions. It does nothing to improve affordability or availability of coverage for consumers and will likely
result in approximately 665,000 Massachusetts residents losing coverage by 2027 and will undermine the
financial stability of our health care system and place additional fiscal strains on our state budget.i[1]

Personally and professionally I believe that everyone should have a say in the decisions that affect their health
and well-being. With only ONE hearing scheduled days before a possible vote, and WITHOUT a full CBO
score to properly evaluate the budgetary and coverage loss impacts, it is impossible to have an open and
deliberative process that would allow for a true evaluation of and meaningful input on the policies in this
proposal that would affect at least one sixth of the US economy, millions of Americans. Please return to
“regular order,” as requested by many members of the Senate and supported by other members of the American
public, which would require the opportunity for stakeholders, including industry experts, providers, consumers
and state policymakers to weigh in.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: mary moody

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 12:32 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Please consider my letter to be read to those that need to hear it.

I have two sons with autism and ADHD. This bill will give our insurance company the power to raise our premiums, which
are already very high, to something we cannot afford. My oldest is struggling the most. He's very smart but the autism is
also compounded by ADHD. He needs more help than than we can provide mentally and emotionally and we have
begun looking into child psychiatrists in hopes that a combination of therapy and medicinal treatments will work. He is
supposed to go into high school next year but | have decided to hold him back because he isn't mature enough to excel
nor has his brain given him a moments peace so it can absorb the information his teachers are trying to teach him. His
mind is a whirlwind with his thoughts traveling a hundred miles per hour. If you've ever wondered what goes on in the
minds of autistic children afflicted with ADHD, it's like this. You go from hearing about their day at school and
somewhere in their accounts of the day, you experience many "SQUIRRELS" {Taken from the movie 'UP".) moments
before they finish their stories. My sons are like this in school as well. They can't sit still at all. They're constantly talking,
moving around and disrupting the class. Some people teli me it's because | don't discipline them enough but those
people had normal children. How do they know what is a fitting discipline for something they cannot control? How do
you discipline a child with higher mental needs than that of a normal child? It's a stormy sea to navigate and I'm hoping
that my elected officials don't leave my sons out there without a lifejacket. I'm hoping that, with treatment, that he will
find his way. I've been so reluctant to put him on ADHD meds, afraid of them but how can |, as a mother, keep him from
something that, after a lot of my own research and soul searching, has a high probability of helping him function and
grow into a well rounded adult? How can Graham-Cassidy decide that my sons, both of which, are "preexisting
conditions"?The didn't ask to be born this way but, you know what, despite the challenges they bring, | am so grateful
that they're here and that they are the way they are. It's a thing called unconditional love. | cannot believe that the
Conservative Party, who champions ProLife views, would even bring such a bill to the floor. Without mental help, what
kind of future will children like my sons have? They are trying to rob them of brighter futures with this bill and | am
disheartened. When they reach adulthood and find jobs, how will they be able to afford living expenses in addition to
astronomical, out of pocket expenses, just to continue their own treatment. Unless they're rich, they won't. They'll have
to choose and they'll likely go without medical help. Without that, their minds will begin spinning again and then they'll
lose their jobs because of something out of their control. Why? Because of Graham-Cassidy. Please, do not do this. It's
because of the ACA that their conditions aren't scrutinized and denied. It's because of the ACA that keeps insurers from
raising our premiums so high that we have to choose between ourselves and our sons and, if his bill passes, | will go
without healthcare to make sure there's enough money for my sons. Reconsider what you are doing. Be the bipartisan
party and include Democrats and Independents into writing a bill that safeguards everybody or work to fix the ACA.
Healthcare is a right. Not a privilege. Many of you have forgotten that. You have also forgotten that you work for the

American people.

Warmest Regards
Mary Moody
.
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Wﬂht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brock <
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:20 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Don't destroy ACA

Please just fix ACA! It's a good law! Change the name of that upsets you. It helps people. And our President that would
sign your repeal might very well be found out to be illegitimate. Don't be on the wrong side of history and steal
Healthcare from millions!

Brock from Arkansas
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Celia Montgomery <

Sent: ' Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:20 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Schumer, Senator (Schumer); Senator (Gillibrand)
Subject: Graham Cassidy Repeal of the ACA

Dear Members of the Finance Company,

It is my understanding that you will hold a hearing on the Graham Cassidy bill on Monday at 2 pm. Your actions matter
to me.

I'm am a 45 year old breast cancer survivor. | will forever be banned from obtaining private insurance if the Graham
Cassidy bill is passed. :

15 years ago, my aunt died of ovarian cancer. She had symptoms of cancer for at least a year but did not go to the
doctor because she had no insurance. She had a heart defect that made her ineligible. She was the mother of
teenage boys and a wonderful person. My uncle and my cousins were devastated by her loss. If she had been on
insurance when she got sick, she would have gone to the doctor and gotten a diagnosis before it was too

late. Further, her iliness would not have ruined her family's finances, and caused her last days to be incredibly
stressful. '

My friend Kendra is a beautiful kind working actress in Los Angeles. In early summer, she started noticing weird lumps
on her body and they turned out to be stage 4 lymphoma. She's on the ACA. The doctors have told her that her
lymphoma can be managed, but never cured. She will need care for the rest of her life. What will happen to her if this
bill passes???

If compassion is not enough, consider this: uninsured sick people will not go to the doctor until they reach a
crisis. Emergency care is incredibly expensive. As other countries have learned - costs fall steadily when people seek
preventative care. Further: everyone is happy and healthy!

Let's support health and happiness! Strike down this terrible senseless bill.
Thank you,

]
T
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: carmen alejo <G
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

| have neuropathy. | had spent 10 years without going to doctor. Because | couldn’t afford it until Obama care.Without
it t would not be able to afford my medicine and | don’t know what I'm gonna do for people that don’t really care about
the people from the USA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Rose Quinn <N
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:17 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Afraid from CA and AZ

To Senator Lindsey Graham, Senator Bill Cassidy and any other Senator considering voting for this
healthcare bill --

I am scared. My husband I will celebrate 3 years of marriage on October 4th. We are very much
hoping to start a family soon. I am 35. We have been together for 9 years. We waited to start a family
until we felt financially secure. Our health insurance is provided by my guild. To retain insurance I
must earn a certain amount of money in a certain time frame. I have not achieved that this year,
meaning our insurance will lapse on March 31st, 2018. I am scared to get pregnant now. I fear that if I
was pregnant when my current care lapsed that I would be disqualified from all insurance on the
market place, as I would be a walking talking pre-existing condition. I would fear that if anything
happened during delivery that my child's life would be determined not by doctors, but by insurance
companies pricing us out of saving our baby. Why are you doing this to us, Senators?

I am scared. My nephew is a happy healthy 6 year old. He loves soccer, and riding his bike. He likes to
dance, and is an excellent swimmer. However before he was born, his mother (my sister-in-law) went
into early labor. VERY early. She was only 6 months pregnant when the doctors admitted her to the
high risk maternity ward, monitoring the baby very closely. When my nephew arrived at 34 weeks, he
was taken directly to the NICU where he remained for another month. If this bill passes, I will be ever
fearful for him. He has already reached what many insurance companies would consider a life-time
cap. He already has pre-existing conditions. Should we just HOPE that he never falls off his bike?
That he never gets chicken pox? That he never gets strep throat? Or god forbid that ANYTHING
happen to him during his long life?? Why are you doing this to him, Senators?

I am scared. My aunt lives in Arizona. After working as a school aid for special needs children, she
now has early on-set dementia. She needs round the clock care. We sold her home to help pay for a
nurse, so no one is looking for a hand out. Tough choices have already been made. Sacrifices have
already been made. But we rely on her Medicaid to make ends meet. She is young - only 70. Her
health is good otherwise. What happens to her when Medicaid gets cut? What happens in 2026 when
federal funding goes away entirely? How will we care for her? Why are you doing this to her,

Senators?

I am scared. I am scared that you see numbers, and campaign promises. But I see a life-long dream of
becoming a mother being taken away. I see my nephew living with a cloud over him, not able to live
his life to the fullest. I see my aunt suffering in her last years.

This bill is wrong. It is immoral. If you pass it, the shame of this bill will follow you. No one writes
"they kept their campaign promises" in an obituary. They will write that you heard the cries and pleas
of the American people and you ignored them.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Quinn
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We are concerned about cuts to Medicaid because we have seen how it provides for our daughter and our
family. Our primary insurance is not bad by any means, but because of the rarity and severity of our daughters
lifelong condition, it does not provide all that Brooke needs to be a thriving young girl and some day thriving

and independent adult.

The Graham-Cassidy bill would hurt our child and family. We strongly urge Congress to reject it.

Sincerely,

Nicole Guysi

wilitenntsmiy
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: A ——

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:15 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Elizabeth Warren

Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

My father had Alzheimer's and my mom had cancer. Because of Medicare, Medicaid, and the ACA, both were able to
afford good, humane care, almost the kind of care congress can get, almost the kind of care the 1% can get.

Please, please, for mercy's sake, protect and improve health care for all. Vote down the newest incarnation of
Trumpcare.

Sincerely,

R.Y. kubek

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nicole G wmnnStEENND

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:15 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: jguerney@familyvoices.org; McCain, Senator (McCain); Senator (Flake);
info@raisingspecialkids.org

Subject: Medicaid Concerns

Good afternoon,

My name is Nicole Guysi and I live in Glendale, AZ. Our daughter is Brooke Guysi and she is 6 years old. The
best way to describe our Brooke is bright. Bright in intelligence and personality. Her smile truly brightens any
environment and her bright outlook shines for all to see.

Broke has a rare genetic disorder called Cohen Syndrome. Cohen Syndrome causes developmental delay,
progressive vision loss, Brooke is non-verbal, has low muscle tone, a feeding tube and Neutropenia. For Brooke
to overcome these challenges and reach her full potential she needs a team of support which includes feeding
therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy (educational and medically based) and seeing
several specialists on a regular basis (dermatologist, GI, hematologist, ophthalmologist, orthopedic, PCP,
developmental pediatrician, geneticist and recently added a cardiologist). The costs of ensuring Brookes care is
too big for our family. Five years ago we were barely making ends meet because of paying for these costs. It
wasn't until we had Medicaid that we not only were able to finally get stabilized financially, but we also were
able to get our daughter the complete care she needed to reach her full potential.

Because of Medicaid, our daughter has received adaptive equipment that has been an absolute necessity to her
progress (i.e. communication device, SPIO vest, etc). While we are grateful for the insurance my husbands job
provides, it is limited. Because our daughters genetic disorder is so rare there are no insurance codes specific to
her disorder and we find that our primary insurance falls short of providing what our daughter needs. But
Medicaid fills in that gap for Brooke which allows her to receive all the therapies she needs, instead of choosing
which one our primary will cover. : >

Medicaid has not only allowed for Brooke to achieve more independence, but it has allowed our family to
achieve more independence as well. Since we have had Medicaid for Brooke we have been able to become
debt-free, have a fully funded emergency fund and buy a house. I promise you we are not living in the lap of
luxury. Our home is less than 1100 square feet but we are grateful to be homeowners because it provides
stability to our family. Without Medicaid we would go through our emergency fund easily within a year (most
likely less) to pay for the services Brooke needs that Medicaid provides.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lizbeth Glickman

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Pre-Existing Health Problems
Importance: High

Senators:

Be advised that having worked for a small salary for 45 years, and no longer able to work, | can barely afford a
roof, food, medicine. Already, | cannot afford dental care and your proposed #GrahamCassidy bill will end my
life. As the only child of a WWII U.S. Army 1st Lieutenant, | am insulted by your even considering the insanity
that you propose to inflict upon citizens such as myself because you "promised to end Obamacare." You will
end me and millions of others and we will not stand for it.

Sincerely,

Lizbeth A. Glickman
Waltham, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julia Erickso quy . >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill that has been brought before your. It does not provide care for those
with pre-existing conditions, nor does it provide coverage for all those who currently are covered by Medicaid

or the ACA.

Instead please work to build upon the ACA to achieve the goal of quality, affordable health care for all God's
children.

Julia Erickson -
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Wﬂht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mark Beazley

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:14 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do the moral thing and reject the Graham-Cassidy plan

To whom it may concern on the Finance Committee.

The protections enshrined at the heart of the American Care Act have saved the lives many of my friends and
kept them from bankruptcy. Were the provisions that prevent insurers from discriminating against those with
pre-existing conditions removed or waived as is undoubtedly the outcome of the Graham-Cassidy plan, they
would be uninsurable and unable to pay for the medical care they need to live productive lives.

As an American and a human being, I'm disgusted by the lack of transparency and deliberate obfuscation
employed by Senators Graham, Cassidy, Heller, Johnson and others in their attempt to repeal the American
Care Act for purely political gains particularly when the overwhelming majority of health organizations such as
the American Medical Association, American Cancer Society, American Academy of Pediatrics, AARP, along
with insurance companies Blue Cross/Blue Shield have all spoken out in strident opposition to the adverse
affects of this plan. Republican Senators are pushing forward with a plan that cause millions of Americans to
lose health care.

Please reject this plan and return to a bi-partisan coalition to properly fund the ACA.

Sincerely,
Mark D Beazley
Brooklyn, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Page Hunter, Townline Desig
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Please vote no on the Graham Cassidy bill.

| count on the ACA for my insurance, which | cannot afford to have without subsidies.

Before the ACA, because | have a pre-existing condition (Addison's Disease), | had to stay with the
insurance company | had when diagnosed. That company boosted my bill to $2,900 per month, with

a $15,000 deduction and a $50 copay. | couldn't afford it, and many doctors won't see you without
insurance. | had to pay my endocrinologist cash, because | die without my medication.

Because my 25 year old daughter had childhood epilepsy, no insurance company would take her
without a high premium, plus excluding any neurological problems for the first five years.

If we take away the ACA, people will once again be crowding the emergency rooms for basic care,
because the overwhelming majority of doctors do not take you without insurance. Many of these
same people will be forced to declare bankruptcy due to medical bills. This type of non-care system
just costs everyone more in the end, and leaves people without essential medical care.

It is in all people's best interest to vote no on this bill.

If you want to change the ACA, make it BETTER, not worse. Single payer is the only solution that |
can see.

Paie Hunter L.A.

o o o
e
O
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brooke McMurray <, >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:13 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: My son is a Type 1 Diabetic...

...and a musician. His name is Grey. He buys insurance on nystateothealth.gov, the exchange set up by New
York State under the ACA.

He, and so many like him, are freelancers, working multiple jobs, traveling constantly, working long hours,
trying to make a living. They are, in more ways than one, the epitome of the Gig Economy.

Grey is also a Type 1 Diabetic. That means he requires daily doses of insulin, self-injected, to STAY
ALIVE. He is able to buy medical care and the insulin that keeps him alive AT AFFORDABLE RATES thanks

to to the ACA and the premium tax credits it provides which helps make his premium expenses manageable.

The Graham-Cassidy Bill would strip all this away. Its failure to protect people with pre-existing conditions,
like Grey, and its reintroduction of annual and/or lifetime caps could, potentially, be a death sentence for him
and millions of other people like him. '

[ know it’s been said a lot but Senator Cassidy is a DOCTOR for heavens sakes; he should know—and appears
to have conveniently forgotten—that all doctors promise to “first, do no harm.”

This abomination of a bill would do precisely what he swore not to do. I cannot believe that all Americans are
forced, once again, to beg their elected representatives--- who supposedly work for us---to preserve our ability
to have affordable healthcare and for people like my son to stay alive.

No one has ever said the ACA is perfect. It needs repair. That you can provide easily. In a BIPARTISAN
manner. It is not failing, as some keep insisting. It is being sabotaged by an Administration that seems hellbent
of wiping out a vital, lifesaving piece of legislation simply because it was named for a black man. I have not
heard ONE honest, cogent argument in this bill’s favor made by ANYONE. The reason, clearly, is because
there is NOT ONE.

Do you realize that there are thousands, if not millions, of Americans like me who, once again, cannot sleep at
night because they fear what will happen to themselves and their loved ones if this horrible monstrosity of a bill
becomes law? Is that okay with you?

Do you really think Americans ought to be afraid of their own Government?
Sincerely,

Brooke McMurray

Brooke McMurray
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ERIC ROBINSON <G -
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

To Whom it May Concern,

Please don’t do this. In a nation with massively expanding wealth gap, its imperative we don’t escalate the
problem Instead, why can’t we strive towards being not only a country who ensures healthcare for ALL
citizens, but one that does it better than everyone else?

Please don’t make this nightmare bill a reality!

Sincerely,

ERIC ROBINSON

W ——

®

g1l
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:13 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect affordable health care for all Americans!

My father had Alzheimer's and my mom had cancer. Because of Medicare, Medicaid, and the ACA, both were able to
afford good, humane care, almost the kind of care congress can get, almost the kind of care the 1% can get.

Please, please, for mercy's sake, protect and improve health care for all. Vote down the newest incarnation of
Trumpcare.

Sincerely,
R.Y. kubek

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Colleen Hocking

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: CC ASLavitt

Please do not pass the Graham-Cassidy health care bill. Americans deserve so much more than this. States
should not have access to waivers that could lift the limits for people with pre-existing conditions. Also, it is not
fair to our country to pass a bill with minimum time and thought invested, just to meet a deadline. Anyone
who votes for this should be ashamed of themselves.

I am in favor of a single-payer plan without costly profits to outsiders. All of the money should go to the actual
cost of healthcare and the necessary costs of management.

Thank you,

Colleen Hocking
Hugo Minnesota
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Affordable Care Act Repeal

Dear sirs,

| will endeavor to keep this brief. For-profit health insurance and health insurance companies (HIC) are an abomination

against humanity.
If you are ill and need care, upon calling your HIC the first thing you hear shouldn't be about paying your premiums, as is
presently the case. It should be about getting needed care to get better to go on being a productive member of a

civilized society.

Before the ACA/Obamacare, | was forced to pay over $13,000 a year in premiums & deductibles for continuation of
coverage because | had a "preexisting condition". This was unsustainable, | was only 37 years old at that time.

The United States of America needs to move to a modern system of socialized medicine similar to Japan, Denmark, or
France.

We put people on the moon. We built a national highway system. We can do this too.

Sincerely,
Amy Miller
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Wiebe (Sally)

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please vote no

Under your proposed healthcare plan, my friend who has cystic fibrosis and is pregnant would be at risk for not
receiving the prenatal care she needs at an alfordable cost. Different (rom most pregnant women who go (o
check up and see 1 doctor, my friend has to make visits more frequently than the average pregnant woman, and
she has to be with a team of about 8 doctors, thereby raising the potential cost for an appointment.

This just represents 1 of many friends and family members who have run into health problems like any normal,
healthy American. My uncle died of adrenal cortical cancer, my aunt died of breast cancer, my cousin has
Parkinsons, my sister has asthma, and the list continues. None of these people asked for their preexisting
condition. Neither did John McCain. ‘

I can certainly understand and appreciate the intent to reform our healthcare system as it stands -- I hate that the
Affordable Care Act has indeed made healthcare more expensive for some states, and I hate that some
governors refused the Medicaid expansion -- however that does not entitle the government to push through a
bill this quickly that cannot be evaluated by intelligent, unbiased parties like the CBO. You must vote no on this
and not leave all healthcare decisions up to the states. And you must not defund Planned Parenthood. How
many women need to remind you that a) the government pays PP back for "services rendered”, and it doesn't
bankroll abortions and b) that men and women access basic healthcare from PP? Preventative healthcare is a
necessity for all. The members of the federal government should be so lucky to not have to feel the anxious way
so many Americans feel right now. It hurts especially that Lindsey Graham, who has become a real advocate for
things I follow and support, is now attempting to do something so quickly and disgracefully.

Thanks for your time.

Sarah Wiebe (Sally)

(
sl
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kassiane Asasumasu “

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:11 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: You wanna kill me? Then you owe it to me to read about HOW.
Attachments: 12496243_10153594535364597_6350885118430164098_0.jpg

Dear Congresspersons,

My name is Kassiane Asasumasu. I live with epilepsy and adrenal insufficiency and depend on the ACA to not
die terribly. Without the care the ACA provides me, I will die. If I am dead, I cannot vote for you, your party or,
anyone, and we all know reelection is your primary priority.

In my case, it's a race to see which awful way I get to die first, so you get to read about both of them! Oh happy
day!

Death by epilepsy can look extremely dramatic, if it comes in the form of status epilepticus. Imagine every bad
TV seizure you've ever seen portrayed. Now imagine it without the conscious checks and balances that keep the
actor from hurting himself thrashing about. See, when you are having a seizure there's nothing telling your body
that you are strong enough to dislocate your own shoulder (or hip. Or collarbone). Now imagine that seizure not
stopping. Not only are you dislocating everything dislocateable, you're also exhausting your muscles. You may
have heard of rhabdomyolysis. That's when your muscles release a bunch of proteins and that poisons your
kidneys. Your organs shut down. Added to this is that constant twitching as hard as you can works up quite a
fever, and that this is a symptom of your brain literally frying yourself with electricity. Never ending rhythmic
electrical pulses in your brain destroy it. IF you survive you survive with the equivalent of a coma-inducing
knock to the head.

That's what you want for me. My brain to electrocute me to death via organ failure. Some representative you
are.

That is, of course, unless I just drop dead from Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy. No one can tell you quite
the mechanism of death in SUDEP, but they can tell you risk factors: being a young adult, having right sided
seizure focii, having other neurological disabilities, being on multiple medications, not taking one's medication,
and uncontrolled seizures. With your help, I can meet all of these!

There is of course a chance that adrenal insufficiency, and the associated adrenal crisis, would kill me first. I
don't make cortisol. At all. As much as infomercial quacks want you to believe cortisol is the cause of your ills,
that's not quite how it works. Cortisol maintains your blood sugar, your blood pressure, pulse rate, and other
homeostatic functions. If you don't make cortisol, your body can't bring these functions back to baseline if you
throw up, have a fever, or get injured. Something like a broken foot or a stomach virus can throw you into
shock. It's a quiet, avoidable death by cardiovascular collapse, all because a bunch of white men are throwing
tantrums that a black man gave poor people health insurance while they were crying about fetuses they don't
actually care about.

If Republicans were aétually pro life, I wouldn't have to write you this email about the "how do I die?" roulette
you want for me.
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If you allow or, worse, vote for the repeal of the ACA, *you* are killing me. My blood is on your hands. You
will be my murderer. ‘

Share this letter with your colleagues. Make sure everyone in congress and everyone associated with them reads
this.

Kassiane Asasumasu
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Fran Hodgins

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3;44 PM

To: gchcomments ¢

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Please stop the Graham-Cassidy Bill!

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am writing to voice my extreme opposition to the Graham-Cassidy- Heller-Johnson proposal. Instead of
continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the strength and stability of the Affordable
Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward a proposal that will:

 Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase health care
coverage;

o End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

e  Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time and threaten care for millions of
low-income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift massive costs and risks to
states; _ , , ,

« Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’ efforts to
address the current crisis of drug overdose deaths

o Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

» Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the
majority of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy- Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security of
millions of Americans including older adults, low-and moderate-income families, people living
with disabilities, veterans and people with preexisting conditions. It does nothing to improve
affordability or availability of coverage for consumers and will likely result in approximately
665,000 Massachusetts residents losing coverage by 2027 and will undermine the financial
stability of our health care system and place additional fiscal strains on our state budget.

Please stop the Graham-Cassidy Bill!
Thank you,

Fran Hodgins

T
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Trisha Raque-Bogdan (EEG——_——————

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:05 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

I am writing in strong opposition to the proposed Graham Cassidy bill. This bill would be devastating for my
family, and so many other Americans. My husband and I are both working professionals with advanced
degrees and contribute as taxpayers to our local and national economy. We have a son with Down syndrome
and rely on the Medicaid extension made available through the Affordable Care Act.

Medicaid is the only way that our son can access behavior therapy services that have been critical for him to
succeed in school. Further, a lifetime cap on medical costs would devastate us financially given that we will be
utilizing medical services related to pulmonology, ear nose and throat, and a lifelong need for speech, physical,
and occupational therapies. I simply do not understand how GOP Senators who claim to be pro-life refuse
access to medical services for individuals after they are born--how is that pro life?

Additionally, it is only because of access to at home therapies for our son that my husband and I are able to
maintain our full time employment. If access to at home therapies are removed, as they likely will be the first
thing that states will cut if states have to rely on block grants for Medicaid services, then it will be impossible

for my husband and I to continue to work full time, thereby detracting from our contributions to the tax system
and only increasing our reliance on public services.

In short, the Graham Cassidy bill threatens to only damage our most vulnerable populations, such as people
with disabilities, and does nothing to correct the current flaws in our healthcare system.

Sincerely,

Trish Raque-Bogdan

Trisha Raque-Bogdan
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Henry Paret <hparet@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH Comments for SFC Hearing

As a natural citizen of this great country we call the United States of America | am appalled at the manner in which this
Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill has been introduced and approached by the GOP majority leadership in the Senate.
While trying to duck under the reconciliation timeline this extremely damaging Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill has not
been vetted and the potential impacts as scored by the CBO are unknown. What | expect our elected officials in
Washington DC and elsewhere to do is give great consideration to any bill that is passed and not just pass something for
the optics of “fulfilling campaign promises” or for satisfying the wishes of a few deep pockets like the Koch Brothers. This
bill directly affects 1/6™ of the U.S. economy and the lives and livelihood of all Americans. | fear for the future of this great
country if we embark on the heartless road we will certainly embark on if the GS Healthcare bill is passed. Not only will it
create misery for many Americans who today rely on the healthcare system it will force people in the future to choose
between their health and bankruptcy. Many will lose their life savings and many will lose their lives. The United States of
America is a country of great and vast resources but we seem to have lost the empathy needed to care for the weakest
among us. Let's not forget a chain is only as strong as its weakest link. We ignore our weakest at our own peril. The
economic future is also strained by the GS Healthcare bill. It seems to me that fewer people will choose to have children
as the costs of doing so will sky rocket — this is a very large problem for the future demographics of the U.S. and the ability
to maintain economic prosperity and the Social Security program at current or better levels. | hope that our elected U.S.
Senators from all states weigh and measure the impacts of this bill from all angles before making a decision and if you do
not have time to make an informed decision it is better to not make one at all. 1 do not want to see an America that can do
many great things but cannot find a humane way to deal with the healthcare of its people. Please Vote No on the Graham
Cassidy Healthcare bill. May God be with you as you hold in your collective hands the future for all Americans.

Sincerely,

Henry J. Paret
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: . Kathy Riggle iy, >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO on GC Bill

After working 25 years in the Child Welfare field, including serving as a CASA volunteer representing
Foster children in the state of Texas, | implore you to vote NO on the GC bill. My home state of
Texas already accepts little Medicaid funding, and there are many innocent children (including
disabled children) that come from impoverished families dependent on Medicaid. To reduce that
funding is inhumane.

| also have a personal experience with a sister afflicted with cancer who can no longer work, yet she
can afford (with subsidy support) to pay the premiums of ACA due to the requirement that pre-existing
conditions be covered. Her payments went up slightly last year, but they are still affordable. If she is
placed into a special pool because of her cancer, she most certainly will suffer because the insurance
companies will only cover certain treatments & demand higher premiums for this pool. The ACA has
worked very well for her treatment.

Kathy Riggle
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chuck Scheffreen 4RI
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:05 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Republican Health Bill

Like every other bill they have submitted. this bill causes more harm than good, and does nothing to insure that
all citizens have health insurance.z

Why don't the Republicans say that they mean and name their next health bill:

"Don't Get Sick."

All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.
Julian of Norwich (1342-ca - 1416)
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Dawn Smith >
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 3:02 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Attachments: Epilepsy.htm

To Whom it May Concern,

[ am e-mailing you today with huge<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>