Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Phyllis Pautrat e —

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1.21 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

[ don't understand how any senator could support this, unless you just want to get a win for Trump so he won't send his
minions out to smear you in your home state, or the health insurance companies own you.

Phyllis Pautrat, MSW, LCSW

Mount Laurel, NJ

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laura

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Laura Hopkins

Buffalo,New York
Sent from my Windows 10 phone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Jennifer Martin-lopez o il

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:19 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No on Graham-Cassidy

Graham-Cassidy is not what constituents of any state want. All Americans want to be able to get medical care when they
are sick, just as members of Congress do. Americans should not have to decide between dying and debt.

J. Martin-Lopez
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Kelly Fugate q

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:18 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing, September 25, 2017

Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing September 25, 2017

Kelly Fugate, ND, RN, HSMI

Schaumburg, Illinois 60193-5715

RE: Nurse in Illinois depends on Medicaid while awaiting SSDI approval 2-plus years, now has "pre-existing"
conditions

Dear Congressperson(s):

I am a person who has been put into the position of using Medicaid. I live in Illinois, the state that didn't pass a
budget for 3 years. Due to the State not paying its medical bills, I lost the services of a psychiatrist, therapist,
and primary care provider - treating me for asthma and hypertension. Providers were not accepting "new
Medicaid" patients. Flashbacks, night terrors, and suicidality worsened without treatment resulting in several
preventable week-long inpatient hospitalizations, which only triggered my symptoms further. So having
"insurance" coverage is not the same as having access to treatment and life-saving medications.

By all accounts, I meet your criteria for being 'worthy' of health care: white lady with a doctorate, RN for 28
years, widow of 19 years, suburban homeowner, attended Catholic school for twelve years in Baltimore - father
(RIP) was a Marine - proof of continuous employer health care coverage since 1989, morally and fiscally
responsible, no credit card debt, previously generous with donations of time and money, and have never missed
an opportunity to vote.

In 2015, I became disabled and was diagnosed with PTSD. Having applied for SSDI - not welfare - in 2015, I
depleted life savings paying out-of-pocket for my own health care expenses, with no income; it never occurred
to me to apply for public assistance while awaiting SSDI approval. Nearly bankrupt with a house on the brink of
foreclosure (home of 23 years, purchased with my husband), I applied and have been receiving Medicaid and
SNAP benefits since June 2016, the Village of Hanover Park provided emergency grant assistance for utilities. I
was told by Social Security not to expect a decision until mid-2018 at the earliest due to Illinois' backlog of

processing SSDIapplications.

[ understand SSDI will back-pay; however, this will be of no comfort if I don't survive until then. I'm not
exaggerating. I am literally fighting to try and stay alive long enough, so that the health care system I dedicated
my life in service to, will step up and be there for me. It's a frayed thread of hope.
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I live alone, friends living across our nation. Family is estranged because they are addicts and abusive; they
were allowed to adopt me as a newborn.

So, you see, I've done nothing wrong. I lived well as a model citizen. I've played by all the rules. Illinois had
demonstrated repeatedly its inability to provide for those of us most in need. It's absolutely outrageous to expect
me to solely manage PTSD without health coverage and no income for 3 years, still waiting, still hoping. And I
realize I'm one story, among millions. But I'm all I have. And I'm merely requesting honoring my inalienable
rights, paid for with my taxes for over a quarter century.

Stop this nonsense. Stop acting as if you don't care whether or not I die. I've managed to survive these past two
years without any income. Don't make navigating the nightmare which has become my life another statistic of

'died by suicide.' If it happens because this or a similar bill passes, YOU are culpable. May you never know my
suffering, made worse by the ignorance of foolish men in powerful roles.

Sincerely,
Dr. Kelly Fugate’

Sent from my iPhone & remember to disinfect yours

78



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon Gy
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:18 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

I am writing as a resident of Oregon.

I understand Oregon, a state that has expanded Medicaid, will be the
biggest loser if this bill passes.

I find it very unfair that some states will fare better than others with
this bill. This, and the other negative features of this bill; caps on
lifetime medical expenses, pre existing conditions will be charged an
outrageous premium, essential services coverage left up to the states, and
Medicaid to be gone by 2026, are going to hurt millions of Americans.

My 24 year old son who lives with me, has Down Syndrome. He has

medical coverage through the Oregon Health Plan, which is funded by
Medicaid monies. What is he going to do if this bill passes and-his
medical coverage is severely reduced. He has a pre existing condition
since birth; how am I supposed to pay for a ridiculously expensive health
care plan for him?

And think of this; what about these seniors who live in nursing homes, who
cannot afford to live there without Medicaid funding? Is this something
YOU would want your family member be faced with? How about if this
happened to YOU?

Please do not pass this horrible bill. Americans deserve better than
this.

I have a suggestion: let's open healthcare for all Americans by using the
same health care plans as Congress} federal employees and retired federal
employees. These plans are very cheap because there is a large pool of
insured. You cannot say this plan would be "socialism" because there is a
wide choice of plans in each state.

So let's look at other options, like the one I suggested, and keep
Medicaid for the poor, disabled and aged.

Thank you for reading my email.

Sharon Royer
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Jon Myers gy,

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:17'AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson in favor of the bipartisan healthcare bill the Senate HELP
Committee was developing. GCHJ would cause tens of millions of people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities. It would also
devastate a number of individual states, necessitate the ground-up creation of disparate state-run health care
systems on an infeasible 2-year schedule, and would surely cause severe and lasting damage to the country
and to the Republican party should it pass.

Thank you,

Jonathan Myers,
New York, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: joan santoro

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:17 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Joan Santoro
Parkland, FL
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From: Matt Snow Q.-

Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:17 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy in NOT for America

This is Matthew Snow and I’'m a constituent in 03051.

| had a kidney transplant in 2008. | am concerned for all people battling debilitating disease that they would
get priced out of the healthcare they need in order to live.

Graham-Cassidy destroys Medicaid as we know it, guts prolections for peuple with pre-existing conditions and
is a potential death sentence for sick and vulnerable Americans.

It is reckless and immoral to ram through such profound changes without regular process and a full CBO score.
It is wrong for America and its values.

It's time to support a bipartisan effort to stabilize the ACA exchanges and mandate outreach in order to
prevent spikes in premiums and lapses in coverage.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Matt Snow
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brian T ¢

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:18 AM
To: , gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

I do not support the The Graham-Cassidy health-care bill. As a millennial in my 30’s that is part of the gig economy, the
ACA is the only way | will be able to have affordable health care. We need a single payer system. Please stand up to the
large corporate interests and work with your colleagues across the aisle to come up with a plan both parties can support
that will make sure every American has access to affordable health care. Partisan politics needs to end. Thank you for
taking the time to listen to your constituents.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

- RS
From: Anne Allen m
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:13 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health Care

Why do you insist on doing this when it is so obvious that people don't want it?

What are you doing for women who marricd older men who are now retiring and can get Medicarce but thc women and children aren't
covered ?

Republicans who are working closely with conservative Dems on better plans and policy. Why not invite them to the tuble since you
don't seem to understand how to write policy?

Why do we have to go through this quarterly? Despite media and leadership claims to the contrary, it is in our best interest to have a
successful president and Congress/Senate. People are SICK of the obstruction and dirty tricks and you will be primaried.
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' Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jennifer Scherzinger oI

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:17 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy hearing, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017

Dear Senators:

Growing up, my family relied on Medicaid for ten years to keep my mother in her assisted living home after a
brain aneurysm and a stroke. My three siblings and I were between the ages of 5 and 10 at the time. My father
suffered from untreated bipolar disorder. Needless to say, times were tough, and I have no doubt that Medicaid
saved our lives. If we had not had had the safety net of medical coverage for my mother, I really don't know
what would have happened. Where would we have lived? Who would care for our mother? I highly doubt that I
would have been able to continue my studies through college and be a productive member of society.

Many families face impossible situations due to unavoidable illness and injury. Having adequate Medicaid
coverage for citizens in need (in the absence of universal healthcare insurance) is the only civilized choice for

our country.

The current Graham-Cassidy bill is an abomination and highly uncivilizéd. It is not in the best interest of this
nation to strip healthcare coverage from millions of citizens. A bipartisan effort to improve healtheare is the

only way forward.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Scherzinger

Portland, OR 97206

Jennifer Scherzinger

L e
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Writ_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: GREGORY SAN 10RO ol .

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:15 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.

Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Greg Santoro
Parkland, FL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ward Penfold g

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:16 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy

1 write to urge you to vote no on any health care bill that permits exclusion or rate hikes for pre-existing conditions, or which permits
yearly or lifetime caps. Enacting these policies will literally leave people to die.

Doing so is morally bankrupt. It also profoundly misunderstands the purpose of insurance as well as the American character itself.
Insurance as well as our society at its best means everyone does their part o no one has to lay awake at night worrying what they
would do if the worst struck their child, their husband, their mother. Allowing those who've had disaster befall them to be left out in
the cold: this not only voids the very concept of insurance, it also grotesquely misreads how deeply your constituents value the lives of
their fellow Americans.

I am begging you: please do not be the only citizens who would choose to put politics above American lives.

Sincerely,
Ward Penfold
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jake Forsythe

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:16 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Comments

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with pre-existing conditions is having depression and anxiety, and I do not need to be denied care because of
this. It is time for a bipartisan effort to strengthen and protect the Affordable Care Act. We cannot afford to
repeal a law that helps so many Americans.

Sincerely, Jacob Forsythe

Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rivka Polatnick{j
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:15 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please no Graham-Cassidy bill!!!
The ACA has been essential for my 30-year-old daughter who lost her job and health coverage and has a pre-existing
condition.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jack Henrie - B

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:15 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

John R. "Jack" Henrie

Suffield, CT 06078-1826

September 25, 2017

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members:

I am writing today because of my grave concerns with the Graham-Cassidy bill. Passage of this bill would
cause great hardship for my family. [ am 66 years old, and I have chronic Lyme disease and babesiosis (a tick-
borne infection which mimics malaria), along with significant migrating pain and neurological symptoms.
These chronic diseases qualified me for disability shortly before reaching full retirement age, and I now receive
Social Security. I am fortunate to be covered under my wife's health plan. She also has chronic illnesses
including fibromyalgia and arthritis of her knees and hips. In spite of that, she has been able to be treated and is
still able to work as a teacher and speech and language pathologist. Our disabled adult son, who lives with us, is
covered under my wife's plan, as well. Our monthly medications, if they were not covered under her health plan,
would cost thousands of dollars, which we would not be able to afford. As it is, with copays, we are barely
making it between my wife's salary and my social security check. If our pre-existing conditions were not
covered, we would likely go bankrupt within a year or two. Without her medications, my wife would most
likely be unable to work, which would only make things worse for us financially, not to mention the highly
diminished quality of life that each of us would be facing.

In addition to my personal concerns for myself and for my family, I am also concerned about the effect that this
bill would have on the citizens of our great country. Without a CBO score, we have no way of knowing how
many millions of people would lose their health insurance or find it too expensive to continue. I am also
concerned that the actual cost to our country will be far more than what we are currently spending. Block grant
spending will also take money from states that currently have Medicaid expansion and give it to states that do
not, which will cause states to have difficulty continuing it. Over time, this money will be eliminated entirely,
causing our poor and disabled to lose their access to healthcare.
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I would greatiy appreciate it if you would delay holding a vote on Graham-Cassidy until at least such a time as
we have the complete information from the CBO. It is not right to vote on a bill that impacts one-sixth of our
national budget, as well as the health of the people of our great country, without that information.

Thank you for considering my request.

Sincerely yours,

~ John R. Henrie
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finallse)

From: Kimberlee Brillhart -
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:14 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Keep the ACA

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
daughter's story is not unique, as certain diseases and medical issues do not discriminate based on age,
lifestyle, race or income level; she had a grand-mal seizure 6 years ago, 2 days after she turned 16. In the
course of determining the cause, an MRI found a small tumor in the base of her brain stem. Benign?
Cancerous? We don't really know, as the risk of biopsy outweighs the current benefits of finding out.

That's not what causes the seizures, but there it is now, a pre-existing condition...along with the Epilepsy she
was eventually diagnosed as having. It took years, and the ability to change neurologists, to finally get to a
cocktail of medications to keep her seizure free (she just passed a year seizure-free, the first since she was
diagnosed. To say we are ecstatic is downplaying our relief).

Twenty-two years old, and 2 pre-existing conditions. What do you say to that? Yank away her insurance, or a
chance at obtaining insurance that has a reasonable premium? Suck it up, buttercup? No. Every other
developed nation has figured out how to provide free and reasonable health coverage for their citizens. We
can too. ' - : S L _

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Kimberlee Brillhart

Seattle, WA

houn Brillhat
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Wric_;ht,'Kevin (Finance)

From: Terry SloanM

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:14 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments

Attachments: IMG_1325.JPG; ATTO0001..txt

Medicaid helped save and helps maintain this little girl's life. My granddaughter.
Theresa Sloan

East Wenatchee, WA.

S
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: LINDA '

Sent: ‘ Monday, September 25, 2017 1:13 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Revised healthcare bill

| am writing to ask you to say no to the revised Graham-Cassidy - Heller bill. It is shameful to bribe senators to vote yes.
You represent all of us not just those in the state that elected you. This bill harms too many Americans and will probably
harm people in those states that you are attempting to bribe. We need bipartisan work to fix the ACA.

Do not be bullied by Trump or the Koch brothers.

Linda Kroeger
Coburg Oregon

Sent from Linda K's iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: steven Snyder < gD

Sent: ' Monday, September 25, 2017 1:13 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Thank you,
Steven Snyder
San Francisco, CA

99



Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: 1an McCullough oSNNS

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:13 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: GCHJ Fails to Tackle Federal Employer Health Care Tax Deduction

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members:

In seeking to create freedom and flexibility for states, the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson bill doesn't address
the single biggest policy that constrains what states can do with regard to healthcare and health insurance: the
Federal employer health care tax deduction. As long as health insurance revolves around employment-based
group plans, we will be plagued by the market warping effects of principle-agent problems.

If you are all truly committed to bringing down premiums for your constituents, you must find a mechanism by
which to remove people's employers as insurance shopping middlemen and facilitate a transition for most
people out of the employer-based group market and into the individual market so that they can shop for
insurance for themselves.

I'm appending the text of a letter I sent to this Committee's subcommittee on Health Care via U.S. postal service
dated July 21, in the event that my suggestions might be of some use.

I strongly recommend that you all vote against the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson bill as currently written.
Unless you tackle the system of employer-sponsored health insurance, the bill simply cannot accomplish the
chief goals for which its authors claim to be striving.

Sincerely,
Ian McCullough
San Mateo, CA 94403

APPENDIX: TEXT OF LETTER FROM IAN MCCULLOUGH DATED JULY 21, 2017

Dear Congressional Committee Members,

My wife Lara and I buy health insurance in the individual market for ourselves and our
now 5-year-old daughter Alexandra. Prior to the Affordable Care Act, both Lara and I had been
rejected for individual market insurance due to preexisting conditions. After the Affordable Care
Act, we ran into issues finding health care providers who actually accepted the individual market
plans offered by what are very large and notable insurance companies. We got ensnared in the so-
called “narrow network problem.” We are thankful to be in a stable position right now as
members of Kaiser Permanente, but recognize that there are Americans out there who are still
struggling greatly. I don’t want us to go back to where we were in the intertwined health

insurance & health care markets and I don’t believe we can stay where we are either.
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I’ve written to my Congressional delegates — Congresswoman Speier, Senator Harris, and
Senator Feinstein — with my concerns and suggestions and have faith that they will follow
through. I've also been in touch with my state legislators to address issues specitic to my state,
but any developments and innovations in the states are going to occur within the context of
federal policy. I see how contentious and difficult forging a forward path on health care for the
nation has proven. As such, I also felt compelled to directly contact you all on the committees.
With the understanding that there is lot of stakeholders who want to go in a lot of different
directions, here is an approach I see that might offer enough to everyone to get a workable

consensus:

1. Eliminate the Employer Health Care Tax Deduction for direct purchases of
group health insurance plans by employers. This can't be allowed anymore if we are to
move forward in any direction. This policy obstructs progress on proposed public programs
just as much as it obstructs more truly free market initiatives. The principal-agent problems

caused by this policy are what distorts everything else.

2. Change rules to allow insurance premiums to be paid from Health Savings
Accounts (HSAs) and lift the limit on tax deductible employer contributions to
HSAs to the current threshold for the "Cadillac Tax" on high priced health-care
plans. I believe that is $10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for families. That way,
employers' cost of employee compensation stays stable and they don't suddenly lose the
expected tax benefits on that part of employee compensation. The reason that I pick these

numbers is because they are already established thresholds.

3. Transition all people who are accustomed to receiving group health
insurance as an employnient benefit to purchasing health insurance in the
individual market. Given that the PPACA-mandated public exchanges exist and operate
and use the same vocabulary as employers like "Open Enrollment," it is conceivable to put
together outreach programs that would get people used to signing up for health insurance

with their employer to simply switch the place that they sign up for health insurance.

"a. As 4 matter of compensation fairness, an important thing we have going for us that

the ACA required employers to report the value of health care premiums on W2s. This

means that everyone now has several years of documentation of the value of their
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compensation. That can be used as a baseline for establishing HSA contribution levels.
I envision that there would be a reciuiremént that employer’s payments into the
updated HSAs would match (or exceed) the employer expenditures on premiums in
either the year of the legislation's passage or the year preceding the legislation taking
effect — whichever is greater. (In other words, if the bill passes in 2017 but the
transition doesn't take full effect until 2020, employers wouldn't be able to spend the
intervening years gutting existing benefits in order to have a lower baseline for the HSA
contributions.) Furthermore, I'd envision the HSA contributions being subject to the

. same laws and regulations as salaries/wages, meaning that employer contributions

couldn’t be arbitrarily cut from one year to the next without employee consent.

b. Pointing peopleb to the public exchanges would be an obvious default, but
individual market shopping (backed by employer HSA contributions) could happen
through any number of mechanisms. Health insurance companies could still work with
employers and/or labor unions to offer discounted rates as.a benefit for employees who
choose to sign up directly with the insurer. Employers and/or labor unions could
expand that benefit further by offering employees access to private exchanges (I
understand that Walgreens and Sears do this for their employées already and IBM and
Time Warner do this for their retirees), individuals could work with a private broker, or
individuals so-interested could just shop on their own based on who their preferred
health care provider actually works with. Anyone who fails to eriroll themselves should
be automatically enrolled via the pubhc exchange into a qualified Bronze-level plan

unless they exphmtly opt-out with a valid reason.

4. Consolidate the administrative mechanisms for transmitting Medicaid

funding from the Federal Government to State Governments into the

administrative mechanisms for transmitting ACA subsidies for low-income

Americans to private insurers. While there is much I don't understand to with regard to

the complexities of the Medicaid funding formula, it is conceivable to simplify the way that

money flows out of the United States Treasury into both private AND public insurance

programs. In this conception, Medicaid programs would be full-premium-subsidy public

insurance programs (with a combination of Federal and State funding) for qualifying low-

income Americans. This potential bureaucracy reduction is likely to have some level of appeal

to Republican policymakers. I also have no objection to the premium subsidies being

accounted for as tax créd.its, provided that they are dperationally the same to individuals and
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families relying on them (Note here that we are strictly talklng about Medicaid. I think

Medicare is best left untouched right now. )

5. Provided that requirements for universal coverage are met under all three of
these approaches, enable and allow individual States to do one of three things with their

Medicaid programs without the need for waivers:

a. . Have Medicaid enrollment be restricted to qualifying low income citizens — just as

now,

b. Allow states to open up their Medicaid programs for buy-in from any state
resident who wants the presumably lower rates with partiai or even no .subsidy. States
choosing to do this would effe'ct'ively be making their Medicaid pr'ograms a public
option. Many States already allow people on disability to buy into Medicaid. I know
that the Nevada Legislature has been advancing along this path (most recently with
their AB 374) would expect California to pursue this in the nearer term (perhaps as a

stepping stone to a statewide single payer program).

c. If soinclined, sunset their publicly-run Medicaid program and enroll low-income
residents into qualified Bronze-level private insurance plans that offer some acceptable
number of health care providers & hospitals within some acceptable distance of where
the enrollee lives. The explicit understanding would be that the households who would
otherwise be qualified for Medicaid wouldn't have any undue premium liability with
the insurer and that the state government would be legally on the hook to guarantee
that. I understand that Florida and Mississippi already do this, that Iowa has been

pursuing this, and that North Carolina, Illinois, and Oklahoma are exploring this.

Here is what I see as the key benefits to this approach that can draw in divergent interests:

It creates full health insurance portability when people find themselves changing jobs or

unemployed.

By trading the Federal tax deduction for direct purchase of insurance by employers for higher

HSA limits plus the ability to pay premiums, it creates greater latitude for states that are so inclined to
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either pursue stronger public health insurance & health care programs or to better facilitate private

market competition.

It gets a lot more individuals truly shopping and utilizing the power of consumer choice to help

push down both premiums and care costs.

It frees businesses nationwide from the operational & administrative burden of having to select,
purchase, and maintain insurance coverage for employees while still extending the tax benefit on that
portion of compensation. This has the additional benefit of removing an obstacle to small business

growth, new business starts, and all of the accompanying job creation.

I appreciate all of your service on behalf of your respective constituents and of the American
people as a whole. There are competing agendas and competing strategies to pursue each agenda.
Either one way, the other way, or multiple ways, I strongly believe that we need to continue to pursue
universal health care accessibility & affordability and that universal insurance coverage is the best way
to pursue that: The politics of that, however, are rendered exponentially more challenging because not
all citizens and stakeholders aren’t perceiving the same set of costs and experiencing the same
impacts. While employers can still be involved in arranging for group discounts if insurance
companies want to pursue them, it is iinperative that we get employers out of the process of directly

purchasing insurance for their employees.

Sincerely,

Ian McCullough
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Scallan

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:12 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Personal story -- Graham/Cassidy

| care for 4 people with disabilities: My son, Kevin who has Down syndrome, Autism, a
congenital heart defect, my husband who has early onset Alzeheimer's and my 2 elderly
parents. My mother has mobility issues and my father has Diabetes, has had several
heart attacks and is now showing possible signs of dementia as well. In addition to this, |
have my own business that keeps me working full time assisting people with disabilities
and complex health needs in get the care they need. | know and understand the complex
Medicaid system as a participant, advocate, and someone who has been working with
Medicaid health care systems and people with disabilities for almost 11 years now.

Graham-Cassidy will kill my family and many other people | know in Louisiana. Yes, | am
from Louisiana! Home of Senator Cassidy. There isn't a single person | have talked to in
Louisiana, Republican or Democrat, that thinks Senator Cassidy's health care plan will do
one ounce of good for Louisiana or its people, in fact, we all know this will hurt us and our
state—significantly hurt us.

Our family and most in Louisiana cannot afford Heath Savings Accounts. We are a state
of poor people. We can barely pay for what we need now. We had high risk pools in
Louisiana before and there were waiting lists and the plans were too costly for most
people. We have already had to cut our Medicaid program as much as possible with as
little impact on actual services as possible, due to our economic state. All of us... every
single member of my family has several pre-existing conditions. Under this plan, we will
be relegated to paying out of pocket for whatever care we can afford.

When confronted about the hellish damage his plan will wreak on Louisiana, Senator
Cassidy replied to Louisiana families desperate to keep their children and grandparents
alive with adequate health care, “Well, I'm not responsible for what the states do.” THAT
is his callous attitude toward his own constituents. Just think what he thinks about the rest

of the country.
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Senator Cassidy knows his plan will cause Louisiana to take a major hit in its Medicaid
program. He knows Louisiana, like many other states would have no recourse but to
eliminate optional services for people with disabilities and others in order to meet the

egregious Medicaid requirements he proposes. He KNOWS that Medicaid's
developmental disability waivers and elderly and adult waivers are
CRITICAL to saving lives and SAVING MONEY FOR LOUISIANA'S
MEDICAID PROGRAM. He. Knows. This. He knows it because
we have been telling him at every single turn. Louisiana residents
have been banging on his door trying to talk to him, tagging him in
Facebook posts, commenting on his Facebook live videos, sending
him emails over and over and over. He. Knows. This.

A cap or block grant on Medicaid in Louisiana will not only kill people, it will devastate our
economy. For every rural primary care physician practicing in a community with a local
hospital, 26.3 jobs are created and $1.4 million in income. National Center for Rural
Healthy Works, October 2016. That income figure only takes into account medical
personnel income. If families are unable to afford any health care, unable to-get Medicaid
or get what they need in Medicaid and unable to save for health care, patients will no
_longer see doctors. The demand for health care will appear to have dried up and cause
greater exodus of medical professionals from our state and the profession in
general. This will devastate Louisiana’s economy.

The way to reduce care for the sick, elderly and individuals with disabilities is NOT to cut
their care. It's to provide them all the care they need up front to keep them out of
hospitals they can’t pay for and out of nursing homes which are very costly. This bill is
nothing more than a death sentence.

PLEASE VOTE NO TO GRAHAM-CASSIDY.

Karen Scallan

Destrehan, Louisiana
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ‘Sheryl Kessler

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:12 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

The ACA is working and can continue to do so with bi-partisan improvements.
Sheryl Kessler

Tacoma, WA
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

101



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeff De Cagna G

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:11 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: A death sentence for my Mom
TWIMC:

Graham-Cassidy will be a death sentence for my Mom who lives in a nursing home and depends on Medicare
and Medicaid.

Shame on Senators Graham and Cassidy for co-sponsoring this monstrous legislation. I'm especially horrified
with "Dr. Cassidy" who purports to care about human life and then supports a bill like this one. What is wrong

with you doctor?

Instead of acting like a couple of right-wing hacks, I suggest the senators sit down with Democrats to develop
legislation that can strengthen healthcare in this country, instead of working to destroy it.

Jeff De Cagna

Jeff De Cagna
Reston, VA

B :
W)
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:12 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do what you know to be best for the people

Please do not allow Graham/Cassidy to pass. It is fiscally flawed and an inhumane death sentence to millions.

Thank you.
Jan van diver
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carson Kreitzer wigi i

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:12 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

To the Committee:

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. 1am a freelance writer, with asthma as
a pre-existing condition. I have never had health insurance provided through an employer, and prior to the Affordable Care Act,
my monthly insurance premium was often higher than my rent. 1 lived in terror of ever missing a payment, and being unable to get
insurance again, because of my pre-existing condition. This is completely unsustainable. My boyfriend and I are both freelance,
and without the protections of the ACA, one medical crisis would bankrupt either one of us.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

We are the only advanced nation with staggering numbers of bankruptcies caused by medical crises. We need to fix this. The
ACA is drastically improving the conditions and lives of millions of Americans. We do not want to go backwards.

The_’mk you. :

Sincerely,
Carson Kreitzer
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55407
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nina Corwin

Nina Corwin

Monday, September 25, 2017 1:12 AM
gchcomments

Graham-Cassidy hearing, Monday, Sept. 25, 2017

Public Testimony on Graham-Cassidy Bill —

As self-employed people aged 60, my husband and | rely on individual health insurance,
The Graham Cassidy

bill, if passed, will allow insurance companies to dramatically raise costs for people my
age. The potential costs

associated with pre-existing conditions will be prohibitive. Between epilepsy and a
chronic progressive disease

affecting my hearing, God knows what will become of our retirement savings.

But my husband and | are middle class. As a social worker, | worked with people
dependent on Public Aid

and Medicaid. What's left of the safety net is on the chopping block with the Graham-
Cassidy bill. This is not

how a powerful and wealthy democracy should be treating the most vulnerable of its
citizenry.

It breaks my heart to see the disregard for the legislative and democratic process as
established by the
Constitution taking place under the majority. The citizens of this nation are made up of

and represented by
TWO parties. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA,

not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Nina Corwin, MA, LCSW
QIR

Chicago, IL 60605
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amanda Modery umiiP—s

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:12 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comments - Graham-Cassidy

Monday, September 25, 2017, hearing of the United States Senate Committee on Finance
re: Public comment on the Graham-Cassidy health care bill

Position: Opposed to the Graham-Cassidy health care bill

Name: Amanda Modery

Address: 16209 NE 2nd ST Bellevue, WA 98008

Comments: My older brother, who has Down syndrome, lives and works in the community thanks to Medicaid! Travis
loves the independence and camaraderie of living in his adult family home, of living away from our parents as most other
guys his age (mid-30s) do. His social calendar is full, with outings to the local mall for dinner or movies and sports at the
local parks & rec department. He works two jobs, one for the library system and one at a grocery store. Our parents are
in their late 80s/early 70s and the fact that my brother has a stable living environment and job provide them (and me)
peace of mind as they get older.

Travis LOVES his home, his job, and his life. All these would be in jeopardy without the support of Medicaid. He needs
personal care support to live in the community and he needs a job coach to help maintain his jobs. Medicaid provides
these things for my brother. 11 million people with disabilities rely on Medicaid for critical services that help
them live and participate in their community. Any bili that cuts, caps, or "block grants" Medicaid jeopardizes the
safety net for people with disabilities. Please consider the effect on people with dlsabllltles and their families and oppose
the Graham-Cassidy health care bill.

Amanda Modery
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: L & s
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was
considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while
destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and

people with disabilities.

Leslie Grantz
Lake Linden, MI
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)
From: Maureen Hickey il gy

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:08 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Re: Comments for the Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
Proposal

Attachments: Hickey-Comments-Graham-Cassidy-Hearing.doc

To the Committee - To ensure I'm following all the rules, I've attached a separate document containing my email below. I will also be
sending a hard copy by U.S. mail. - Maureen Hickey

From: Maureen Hickey

To: "GCHcomments@finance.senate.gov"' <GCHcomments@finance.senate.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 9:10 PM

Subject: Graham-Cassidy impact

To the Senate Finance Committee -

I am very concerned about 'the'potcntial passage of the Graham-Cassidy bill, which I believe will be potentially devastating to many
Americans like me. Not only will it pull funding away from important health resources, such as smaller local hospitals, it will enable
individual states to make decisions that unfairly disadvantage Americans from one state to the next.

I was diagnosed in 2000 with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM), an inherited disorder that causes a progressive thickening of the
heart muscle. Over time HCM will make my heart less efficient. It can also cause arrhythmias that can lead to sudden and fatal cardiac
arrest. HCM is also expensive. I need to see a cardiologist annually and have regular followup tests. I also have an implanted
defibrillator. That costs $25,000 for the device alone, and it does not last forever. The battery wears down after 5-7 years and it has to
be surgically replaced (I'm currently on my third). My future likely includes daily medication and additional heart surgeries, maybe
even a transplant.

Fortunately, my workplace provides good insurance; but until the Affordable Care Act 1 lived in fear of losing my job and being
unable to find another one — and losing coverage of my pre-existing condition as a result. The ACA’s elimination of lifetime caps also
meant I could relax a bit about my financial future and hope to retire while I'm still reasonably healthy.

The Graham-Cassidy bill would remove that assurance, throwing me - and others like me - back into uncertainty.

The Affordable Care Act is not perfect, but it is what we have. Let's fix it and not trash it.

Thank you.

Maureen Hicke

Chicago, IL 60645
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Terry Sloan *
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care

| am adamantly opposed to repealing and/or replacing the current health care law. My personal story is about my grand
daughter who was born with a chromosomat deletion. She was diagnosed at birth with chromosome 18q distal deletion.
She was born with a cleft palate, hearing and vision impairments, and muscle/skeletal disabilities. She is now 7 years old
attending a special classroom is public school but still wearing diapers and drinking a bottle. She is non verbal speech
impaired.

Without medicaid services, my daughter and her husband would never be able to afford the myriad of life saving
services this child requires. Medicaid helps provide speech, occupational, physical therapy. She requires physician care
for sleep apnea, cranial facial treatments, orthopedic surgeries and many other services. Medicaid provides these things.
This is only one of the many reasons we need single payer health care in this country. Why the Republican party
continues to waste tax dollars on trying to eliminate the so called " Obamacare" is unfathomable to me. Can the people
in Congress put the American Public's needs ahead of their own careers? Can they stop working to implement tax cuts
for the wealthiest in the country and come up with a plan for the common good?

I will be sending a photo of my granddaughter in another email.

Theresa Sloan o '

East Wenatchee, WA.

Sent from my iPad
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Angela Lowman

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:.10 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill

Dear Senators,

The country needs to address health care access and insurance, but the Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill is not the
way to do it. This bill allows states the option to deny insurance coverage due to pre-existing conditions and can
limit lifetime costs. How do you tell an 18 year old who developed leukemia at 14 that she's maxed out on her
insurance coverage and paying for future treatments will have to come from her pocket? Does she have to die
because insurance won't be there to help her and she can't afford to pay for treatment herself? What about the
child who was born two months prematurely and racked up hundreds of thousands of dollars in medical
treatment before his first birthday but is a healthy and thriving teenager now? Will he be denied coverage
because of his pre-existing conditions? How many more people have to declare medical bankruptcy? Why does
the woman have to choose between treatment for her cancer or having electricity in her home and eating dinner?
Except for the wealthy few in this country, we're all just one major medical diagnosis away from poverty and
bankruptcy. . . '

If we won't look at the horrendous human impact of this bill, let's look at some economic results from
guaranteed coverage. It seems like pro-business politicians would support guaranteed coverage. Think of how
many people are currently working at jobs solely for the health insurance benefit, yet dreaming of starting their
own business. If those people know they will have still health insurance even when they quit, they can start
those businesses. These new businesses can develop more jobs and those people have created vacancies at their
old positions that other people can fill. I'm a small business owner who made that leap from working for a large
company to being a sole proprietor and know what it's like to go through the individual market when buying
health insurance.

Please support American citizens and vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill. Thank you,
Angela Lowman
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Wrig ht, Kevin (FiEance)

From: " Joanne Pritchard +&
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1. M

To: gchcomments
Subject: Your impact to MY healthcare

Please vote no on the Graham-Cassidy bill. This bill would have an immensely negative impact on me and my family. |
am a breast cancer survivor (diagnosed at age 34). | am also the primary insurance holder for my family. This bill would
make it near impossible to maintain coverage for me and my family. Essentially it is a death sentence for me as | would
either not be able to afford coverage or not able to get coverage due to my pre-existing condition. Additionally, I'm close
to or have exceeded my lifetime cap. | need insurance in order to get necessary follow up care and ensure that my
family has access to healthcare. Please consider the impact of this bill on REAL people. It's not politics- it's my life.

Joanne Pritchard

Fresno, CA 93730
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rebecca Tyle

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:11 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: G-C hearing

Good morning,

Please take note of this citizen's objections to the Graham-Cassidy proposal. In addition to its contents --which
are cruel and unworthy of us-- I object to the intent to rush the bill through without bipartisan collaboration. The
immediate impact on the healthcare ecosystem would be followed by economic volatility or ruin for businesses
and individuals. And think of the stifling of entrepreneurship! Who can afford to take risks when health of self

or family is at stake?
Please kill this bill. ACA isn't perfect, everyone knows that. But this is not how we get to the next stage.
Thank you.

R Tyler
Mass D-5
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Perry Greene oSN

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:11 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare Bill

| oppose ihe Graham-Cassidy bill.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:11 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,
| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and

harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Andrew Wax
Mount Laurel, NJ
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: CcL

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:.12 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Blatant bribery

Is this what it has come to? Blatant bribery of senators who have thus far been holdouts? And to think the GOP
considers themselves the family value party, the party of prayer. Their unethical behavior has escalated to a place that
is repulsive. They are immoral, and lack character. They should be absolutely ashamed of themselves. And their
colleagues should start speaking up.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ron James

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:08 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: : markwarner@senate.gov

Subject: Graham Health Bill

Please vote" NO" on this bill and allow the A.C.A. to remain. There are so many, many people in this nation
who need health care and have difficulty getting it. I'm talking about our citizens, not illegal aliens. Again,
please vote "NO" on the Graham Health Bill and allow the A.C.A. to remain in place.

R. James
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Nancy Hline

Portland OR 97211
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: laurie G
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH

My son, Steven, was born twenty years ago with Down syndrome. He is a treasure in MANY, MANY people's
lives! He works two jobs and is very much looking forward to having his own apartment!! [f this new health
care bill goes through, he will never get his own apartment and be as independent as he wishes...this will kill

his spirit!!

Through erroneous judgments in the social security department, he lost his medicaid health care last year....it
was a horrid year! Not only did his health go down, (I could not afford the doctor bills) but MY health declined
because of the stress. | can not imagine how many healthy, productive people (without medicaid reliance)
this would negatively impact! This proposal would make our entire culture go down hill, and my own precious
son would be institutionalized ~~ absolutely the most horrid thought | can imagine. Please vote against this
atrocity of a "health CARE" bill!

Laureen Chagnon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathryn

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:.09 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Save the ACA

Please do not destroy the ACA. As a nurse, | am well aware how disjointed and inadequate our health care already is. If
the ACA is dismantled, it will only result in more suffering as millions will lose health insurance. Let's move in the
opposite direction to single payer, Medicare for all!

Kathryn Guta, RN, CDE
San Francisco 94131

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: lynn carawan

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:08 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy healthcare

Please do not repeal the Affordable Care Act. My husband and I both have pre-existing conditions and it would not be affordable to
pay for our medications that we need to take on a daily basis.

I also think about the fact that my nephew was born like Jimmy Kimmel's son with a heart condition. He has required many surgeries
over his short lifetime and my sister would be living out of a box had it not been for her insurance.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Donna Carawan
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chris Connally's Email

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:08 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care "Graham-Cassidy" Bill

My wife and | are retired. We live on a fixed income in Colorado near our two sons and our two grandchildren. We
worked hard all our lives moving in a corporate job every three years for our adult lives. We worked and saved a little
nest egg we can live on. But, now your GOP health care bill promises to reduce taxes for the rich and the insurance
companies while increasing our health care costs, putting great pressure on our retirement budget.

My wife has a rare pre-existing condition called Addison's Disease. This will increase our health care premiums and
deductibles considerably based on everything | am reading. Please try to consider that most of America would like you
to just improve the current ACA bill so it just works better. Almost all health care organizations like the American Cancer
Society, the American Heart Association, many health experts and most health insurance organizations, etc are against
this bill,

The health care industry is one-sixth of the US economy and most experts say this bill will really screw up our economy.
Remember people vote their pocket book and you will own this train wreck for many years to come. Goodbye GOP
majority and many of you will lose your jobs. There is no amount of financial backing from the Koch brothers that will

save you. Good luck.

Sincerely,
A proud voting American patriot

Chris Connally

cell:
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Phyllis Langsdorf w
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:Us PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care Bill

Please do not vote yes. This bill will hurt millions of Americans. Vote NO
Thank you

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathryn Madland

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities. Please get on
the right side of history and stop this madness. You need to seriously act as the leaders you were elected to be. More
importantly, this bill has nothing to do with healthcare or the ability of our economy to remain viable with a healthy and
productive work force. '

Thanking you in advance for your consideration,
Kathryn Madland

Lynnwood, Washington
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sallie Ross

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:.07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Personal statement re GCH

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

On January 19", 2014, I had a stroke. I was 47 years old, and it was the second stroke I had in my forties. This
first one was small; this one was big. I was snuggling on the couch with my two daughters (ages 12 and14 at the
time) watching a movie. My face felt numb, and when I spoke to my children, my voice was so slurred that we
all felt a collective surge of panic. My older daughter was so frightened that she called 199 instead of 911. She
finally called 911, and thankfully, as she desperately spoke with the 911 operator, my husband came home. I
remember each detail of that evening, and especially my terrible fear coupled with my fierce desire to protect
my children from their own fear. It was just as people describe tragedy: in an instant everything had changed.

The memory of that night is haunting, and I live each moment of my life feeling as if the sword of Damocles
dangles above my head. I have never smoked or taken drugs or been a heavy drinker. I am a healthy weight and
have always been athletic. None of that mattered. For reasons not even my doctors know, I was stricken. What
I know to be true is that each of us has a sword of Damocles above our heads, whether we know it or not. We
are all fragile members of this human family. And when we see this clearly, we live a more compassionate and
moral life.

The current attempt to jam through legislation repealing the ACA before budget reconciliation ends is
completely immoral and undemocratic. The push for Graham-Cassidy is selfish, hyper-partisan, dishonorable,
politics at its worst. There have been problems with our health insurance system for a LONG TIME. Iam now
51 years old, and have carried insurance my entire adult life - even when I was in graduate school and it was
very difficult to do so. After the birth of my first child, I left work to stay home and raise her. My husband was
self-employed at the time. Our insurance rates went up year after year. When my children were six and eight
years old, we could no longer absorb the annual premium hikes and we were priced out of the market. I was
forced to return to work simply in order to afford health insurance. The issues with the cost and access to
health insurance are not a product of the ACA (as partisans falsely claim.) These issues have existed for
decades, and those in power simply lacked the political will to help the citizens of this nation.

For the past 3.5 years, my husband and [ have been paying off medical debt from my strokes. We are lucky to
have insurance through my husband’s work, and I am so fortunate to have recovered fully and to have returned
to work. But I know in the blink of an eye that could all change. A loss of insurance would financially devastate
us. One more catastrophic illness would financially devastate us. We are paying our debts, we live a healthy
lifestyle, but we are vulnerable. I paid into the health insurance pool all through my 20°s and my 30’s and my
40’s; 1 paid into the system when I was healthy and then I got sick. I played by the rules and did what I was
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supposed to do. But the rules do not seem to be made to help or protect regular people. The CEO of my health
insurance company, Stephen Hemsley, made 17.8 million in 2016, 20 million in 2015, and 66 million in 2014.
THIS is the problem. As Franciscan friar, Richard Rohr states, “Francis (of Assisi) knew there is enough for
everyone’s need, but not tor everyone’s greed.”

I am losing faith in this system, and losing faith in politicians being honorable, fair, decent, and honest in the
discharge of their duties. Healthcare is not a commodity. It is a moral imperative. The “healthcare” system is
structured to take care of CEO’s more than patients. This is the truth, and those who deny it are being dishonest
and immoral.

Graham-Cassidy is just another legislative attempt prop up a system of greed, not a system of healthcare for our
citizens. Politicians act as if people are disposable, and as if any suffering that befalls them is somehow their
fault. This is antithetical to the teachings of Christ, and it is not lost on me that most of the politicians who are
feverishly trying to cram this despicable bill through the senate call themselves “Christian.” NO. None of this is
what Christ taught. I spent most of my career working for hospices. I have seen death over and over. I have seen
children die. I have seen sisters, brothers, mothers, fathers, husbands, and wives die. You will die. I will die.
How we take care of one another matters. How we help those in times of need matters. How we work to help
those who suffer matters. All of this is what Christ taught. The ego-driven striving of partisan politics is not
God’s will. This bill is the product of people whose hearts have become conformed to this world. We can and
should take care of one another. Reach across the aisle and truly do Christ’s bidding. Find a path forward that
takes care of people, not profits.

Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

The choice is now yours: to pledge allegiance to your party, or to pledge allegiance to the moral and
compassionate teachings of Christ. Do you choose a self-serving political platform as your foundation, or the
foundation Christ has taught?

Sincerely, Sallie Ross
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: m

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:07 PM
To: gchcomments '
Subject: healthcare

*We NEED to know if we will even have health insurance
*We NEED lower premiums
“We NEED to change our policy every year to one with less coverage and a higher deductible AND we still have trouble
affording it...we have read there will be a 62%
increase in 2018
*We NEED and depend on the subsidies from the government so we can afford health insurance
*We NEED insurance that allows for pre-existing conditions
“We NEED our government to work with our pharmaceutical companies to reduce the cost of medications- we had an

increase of 67% this year
*WE NEED YOUR HELP! OUR LIVES DEPEND ON IT!
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lori Arbuckle ]
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

I urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate
HELP Committee was considering. Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people
to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and harming some of the most
vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Lori Arbuckle
Alexandria VA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Becky Bailey

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:06 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing, 25 September 2017

| urge your opposition to the Graham-Cassidy Bill presently before
this committee.

| am 69 years of age and have experienced three bouts of cancer in
the past 25 years, the first of which threw me into bankrupcy in
2002. From that time until | turned 62, | had NO health insurance.
and prayed that | would not again be visited by cancer. But, that
was not to be. in 2010 and again in 2015 | was diagnosed with two
more, unrelated, cancers requiring surgery, chemotherapy and
radiation.

Ih 2010 | learned of the Women's Breast and Cervical Cancer
legislation enacted by the Clinton Administration. Without it, | would
have surely perished. The next year, | applied for Medicare.

Yet, again in 2015, | was diagnosed with a non-small cell
carcenoma of the lung, also requiring surgery and chemotherapy.
By that time | was also msured by my state's (South Carolina)
Medicaid program <

As of this writing, | am gratefully cancer-free. However, as any
cancer survivor will tell you, there is always a watchful eye, though
optimistic, always aware there could be another unfriendly
dlagn03|s

As both a senior citizen and a cancer survivor with no dependents
or spuse, | must rely upon my years of employment and both
Medicare and Medicaid contributions for my health care.
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Graham-Cassidy will gut both of these programs and will leave me
and untold millions of Americans with no healthcare. Though | am
old, there are those just starting out in their lives, those with
disabilities, and those like me who, for no real fault of their own,
have been left flnanC|aIIy unable to take care of their medlcal
needs I

Passage of this legislation will be ruinous to us. It is time single-
payer, universal health care for all Americans is instituted.

Healthcare should be a right for all Americans. Not just a privilege
for the few.

Slncerely,
Rebekah E Balley

R
Columbia, SC 29203

32



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finarﬁe)

From: Peggy Carey

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:46.PM ... -,
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Committee Members,

| write to ask you to oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill that would repeal the Affordable Care Act and leave millions of
people in this country without good quality health care, or even adequate care. My adult children rely on the Affordable
Care Act because they have pre-existing conditions that might make them entirely ineligible for health insurance or have
them paying premiums that would take food from their family table. My parents became eligible for Medicaid at the end
of their long lives and several years of paying for nursing home care. The combination of Medicare and Medicaid made
all the difference during their last years. We need to sustain the Medicaid program, not cut it.

We need a bi-partisan effort to make the ACA better and more affordable, not another draconian attempt to further
disadvantage

those who are ill and with few resources. Thank you for your

consideration.

Sincerely,
Margaret Best

Middlefield, CT 06455

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance) ' R
From: Laura Myers < nmyiiiiia >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:.09 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

To whom it may concern,

My friends and family rely on quality, affordable health care and because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. It will take away health care from millions of Americans, including many of the college students I work
with who rely on Medicaid or on health care accessed through the exchange.

I would like to see a bipartisan congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Laura Myers
Brooklyn, NY
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Wri(-;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ruth Fregjgs

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:12 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: . REJECT GRAHAM-CAESIDY - & 3

My family and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
story, like the stories of millions of other families, recalls a time when | nearly lost my house when my 26 year
old with pre-existing conditions was unable to buy health insurance at any price.

Government health insurance is good enough for Congress. It is good enough for seniors. The rest of us
should have the security of knowing that getting sick should not bankrupt the citizens of this nation.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Ruth Freer

Highland Park IL 60035
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cindy Iker

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:12 PM
To: chcomments

Cc:

Subject: Vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy Bill!

Dear Senators:
[ urge you to vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy bill that you will be discussing on Monday.

I am a California resident who has purchased healthcare on the independent market since the late 1990s. It was
a difficult and expensive process until the Affordable Care Act was passed.

To cover our family of 4, we purchased an HMO plan every year that would include prescription coverage,
maternity care (just in case something unplanned happened with one of our daughters), and a reasonable co-pay
for in-patient hospital stays.

We were dropped from coverage more than once by insurers who no longer would cover a particular allergy
medication that was prescribed for my husband, or denied one of my daughters coverage because a neurologist
had prescribed an anti-anxiety medicine for her which she wasn’t taking (and hadn’t filled the RX).

To top this all off - our premiums were $3,000.00 per month. That is $36,000.00 per year for 4 people.

Since the ACA, our premiums have dropped significantly. Our daughters have also grown up during this time
and we are no longer covering them on our insurance plan. Even so, our premiums are now $1,300/month for a
silver plan for the 2 of us. We are both over 60, but not yet eligible for Medicare.

I’m very concerned that the Graham-Cassidy bill will not prevent some states or some insurers from
discriminating against people with pre-existing conditions. At this point in my life, I don’t think I know anyone
who doesn’t have a pre-existing condition. It might be allergies, or high blood pressure, or simply that they are
female, but I don’t see how any of you could possibly think you are helping Americans by allowing this type of
bill to pass.

I would ask each of you to consider this bill and any others that may come up by asking yourself this question:
Would I be happy with this bill if you had to abide by it? Or if your mother had to?

Thank you,

Cindy Iker
West Hills, CA 91307
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Suzi Beaumont
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 11:57 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill
Hello,

As a small business entrepreneur, | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the
Graham-Cassidy bill.

As a divorcing woman, | am fortunately protected by COBRA for 36, monthes, so | will continue to benefit

from my husband's health care plan, though the cost will double. After this period, I'll be forced to purchase

insurance in the market. I'm in my late 50s and will almost certainly have pre-existing conditions by then. The

uncertainty created by efforts to repeal the ACA has a great impact on my future.

My sister is disabled, and has spent her retirement savings while waiting years for a disability hearing for

SSDI. During much of this time, she was uninsured and also unninsureable due to preexisting

conditions. When the ACA came online, | supported her by purchasing insurance on the ACA marketplace.
- She has many major health issues, and would not have been able to get insurance at all had it not been for

the AGA. hlhi$ _ , ytdakadeds ,

| would like to see a bipartisén Congressional effort to improve the ACA.

Thank you,

Suzanne Beaumont

Chatsworth, Georgia
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Wright. Kevin (Finance) ——————————

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

' Angel Mahaney <N -

Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:09 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Angel Mahaney
R

Phoenix, Arizona 85008



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sue LONG gimmelNen i
Saturday, September 23, 2017 12:09 PM

. gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heérings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Sue LONG
el

Lohrville, lowa 51453



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: James Voight
Sent: Saturday, September.23, 2017 12:09 PM *
To: gchcomments ’

Subject: : : - Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hear'ings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the heaithcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for wo‘{king families.

James Voight

San Diego, CA, California 92109



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Charles Stevens M>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 8:51"AM _
To: gchcomments N Fi
Subject: public testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

To whom this may concern,

My experience with the Affordable Healthcare Act was initially slightly rocky, however I can say that today I
am happy with what I have. We retired two years ago moving to Tennessee to help care for my 96 year old
mother in law who still lives in her own home. I am too young to technically be able to retire (58yrs old),
however my wife is retirement age and able to take Social Security plus draws on her pension from 30 years of
teaching, which keeps us fed and a roof over our heads.

When first signing up for the ACA, it was challenging because I did retire from 34 years with the same
company and moving from Wisconsin to Tennessee. It took many letters back and forth for everyone to be on
the same page, but ultimately got onto an insurance program (United Healthcare) and was paying about $130
per month. For whatever reason United Healthcare decided not to stay within the ACA and my insurance was
discontinued, and this year rolled over into something offered by Blue Cross & Blue Shield and now my
premium is totally covered as I have zero income. I do not see any of the current plans that would come close to
offering anything like this at all.

Best regards,

Charles itevens

Crossville, TN 38558
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) — S ———

From: Mandy Burrell Booth ~>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:17 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comment on Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal

Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal
Date: Monday, September 25, 2017

Comment:

On behalf of my family, friends, and tens of millions like us, | urge the Senate to reject this abominable bill proposed by
Senators Graham and Cassidy. Its is driven by big-money campaign donors and special interest groups that don't care
about the systemic turmoil and personal grief that will result from this short-sighted legislation. QUIT PLAYING GAMES
WITH OUR HEALTH AND LIVES.

Signed,
Amanda Burrell

-Chicago IL 60643 .

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
PR o __J]
From: R o behalf of Abby Tusinuige e

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:16 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham-Cassidy Bill
BN S Ay

My family rely/relies on quality, affordable healthcare. I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. The ACA, including the
exchanges and protections against prohibitive costs and exclusions based on preexisting conditions has allowed a
number of my very own immediate family members and friends to get coverage that they could not have received
otherwise. I want a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, NOT repeal it.

Sincerely,

Abby Tusing

Minneapolis, MN



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sirs/Madams:

Lisa Cunningham ~> P
Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:16 AM
gchcomments

RE GRAHAM CASSIDY BILL

I'm writing to voice grave concern over the proposed Graham Cassidyt healthcare legislation.

It will de-stabilize the American economy, allow insurers to fleece citizens with preexisting conditions, and
decimate Medicaid, which is the most successful and cost-effective part of the ACA.

It will leave tens of millions of Americans without coverage and cause chaos, perhaps turn the US into a third
world country within a few years.

I hope that enough Republican senators will understand the significant and irreparable dangers of this bill and

vote no this week,

Sincerely yours,

lisa herman cunningham~



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Del Pozzo-Dwyer, Melissa

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:17 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

To Whom It May Concern,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
My personal story with pre exhisting conditions will greatly be in despair. | would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Melissa Dwyer
Mineola NY 11501



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ‘ Michael Mott *ﬁ

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:17 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: healthcare

you guys know that alabama has the most corrupt state government in the nation. please, please, please do not put my
healthcare in the hands of those yahoos.

michael mott

andalusia al 36420

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance) - - e —

From: Kraig Carroll ‘il i) >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:17 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No vote!

Ladies and gentlemen of the US congress.

All I want heath care wise is to have the same medical access that all of you who are supposed to be working
for me, have that I currently do not have.

Sincerely, -
Kraig L. Carroll
Vet. '66-'69



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

e L
From: Steve Wendt
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:58 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

~ Steve Wendt

CEERNRE
g

Chico, California 95928



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

000 s uwove

From: Marion Marsh

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:58 PM

To: gchcomments '

Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Marion Marsh ’

1

Elm grove, Wisconsin 53122



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mike Butche

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:57 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mike Butche

Aurora, lllinois 60504

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

M Lehma

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:57 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

M Lehman

Chicopee, Massachusetts 01020

12



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

margie Arikawe g _

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:57 PM &
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working fam.ilies and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of héarin.gs and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE he'aring' is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

margie Arikawe

no thanks
little Rock, Arkansas 72209

14



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Aaron Davis 4 >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:55 PM
gchcomments o

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Aaron Davis

e
I

}‘Norwich, Connecticut 06360-5919



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dan Cantor

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Dan Cantor

Withheld
cRENDALE, California 91203

11



u Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jaime Nahman.

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jaime Nahman

b Y

Topanga, California 90290

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sally Brown P
Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. it's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Sally Brown

Branford Town of, Connecticut 06405



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) N

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amanda Koonlaba

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of TrUmpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Amanda Koonlaba

MS, Mississippi 38866



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dennis Burdick q i
Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 P

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

ESennis Burdick

R
- -

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53220



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Samantha Solomon

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

Obscured in the Graham-Cassidy bills is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-profitable
medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which it has not

paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

It is unsettling too that Graham-Cassidy has amounted to one hearing. As opposed to 2009
when the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees, received

dozens of hearings.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy for

numerous reasons. Even major insurers have raised objection.

Above all else, healthcare is a far too complex matter to fast track without due consideration

for long-term impact.
Samantha Solomon

.§pokane, Wasjgingtoh 99205

*



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marion Lakatés

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 biilion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Marion Lakatos

Croton, New York 10520



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Susse

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:52 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mark Sussek

Y

Van Nuys , California 91404



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy Blue

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:53 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

heaithcare for working families.

Cindy Blue

Northbrook, lllinois 60062-2910



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chuck and Valerie Morehead

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:53 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare vote

Do not vote to repeal ACA. I and my family depend on affordable healthcare not restricted by ridiculous pre
existing conditions where rape victims are consideted to have pre existing conditions and cant afford counseling
much needed after such a heinous act. This is only one of the many 100s of pre existing conditions that will
make it impossible for millions to get decent affordable healthcare.

If you vote to repeal ACA and replace it with nothing which is exactly what youre doing if you vote to repeal I
guarantee you that I and my friends and family and their friends and family etc etc will make it our lifes work to
see you lose your congressional and senate seats. Possibly before election because fraud will get you removed
early. Votes of no confidence will spur recall elections. If you are witless enough to ignore your constituents
best interests then your constituents will use any means necessary to remove you from office and or make sure
you are voted out....by the opposite party. The best thing you can do is distance yourself from the GOP. They
have proved themselves not only corrupt (aligning with Trump proves corruption and idiocy). Alliance with
Pence, Ryan and Mc Connell proves the above and religious extremism that is beyond sickening and also
corrupt. Show you have your voters interests at heart and keep your jobs by voting against repeal of ACA.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jared Stein ﬂ
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:55 PM

To: gchcomments -
Subject: Graham Cassidy is an act of terrorism

Hi senator. The Graham Cassidy bill will result in coverage loss for 32 million Americans. If a woman wants to get
pregnant, she’ll have to pay $17,000 more. Get cancer? You'll have to pay out $140,000. No protections for preexisting
conditions or essential health benefits. This is an act of terrorism.



VVﬁght,Kevh1(Hnance)

From: Janice Hoff ~>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:38 PM

To: . gchcomments

Cc: Blumenthal, Dick (Blumenthal); Senator (Murphy)
Subject: ’ Graham-Cassidy Bill - PLEASE STOP THIS BILL

Senator Grassley and Distinguished Members of the Judiciary Committee:

It is my understanding that the committee will hold a hearing on the
Graham-Cassidy bill. I write this email to you and ask that it be added
to the record. I am a citizen of Connecticut, but more importantly of the
United States of America. This bill should not be allowed to move forward
for a number of reasons.

Firstly, assessing the bill in coldly financial practical matters, it
affects 1/6th of our economy and has not had the benefit of a CBO score.
Pressing forward without a clear understanding and cost to the American
people in life and treasure is reckless.

Even though the bill lacks a score giving insight to how this may affect
the health of patients, a lengthy and respected list of leaders in the
healthcare community including AARP and AMA strongly object to the passing
of this bill as it will cause undue harm to those already under their care
and those seeking affordable reliable healthcare in the future. State
governments are not prepared for this additional burden, which will impact
even those of us already covered by Medicare.

Secondly, the Senate has long held traditions for normal process which
include comprehensive hearings and bipartisan agreements. Actions to push
this bill through will also move the passing of honorable bipartisan
legislation away from that which helped to make the Senate great and
American a beacon of light. I fear is a dangerous road for you to take.

Please stand for what is right and not partisan and stop Graham-Cassidy
from being ramrodded through the Senate and return to regular order.
Affordable Health Care for all Americans is too important to be decided
without due analysis and deliberation.

Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely,

Janice Hoff, MBA

Glastonbury, CT

i
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) _

From: Virginia Madsen >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:54 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect American healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

| lived long enough to be on Medicare but the only nearby place that will 'accept assignment’
for my health care is a clinic that depends on Medicaid to stay open. If that funding goes
away | will have no healthcare. In America. i
| am constantly bombarded by ads and mailers for medical devices - to me the medical
device industry is predatory and they have $230 billion in profits stashed offshore and have

not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. This is criminal.

If Medicaid funded low cost medical clinics - which are the only place | and many others can
afford to be treated - close, it will have a ripple effect on the entire health care system.
Hospitals will close, doctors that want to treat people will not be able to stay in business, all

N tl;ét fine medical technology will sit idle. Eventually this will affect people who think they have

good, albeit expensive, insurance from their employers. America will suffer.

Are you thinking that maybe then the for-profit insurance industry that controls all medical
care in this country will lower their profit margin? Is the plan to destroy health care coverage
for everybody, because that is what will happen. All because Congress won't tax their

lobbyists, donors and friends.

This will rip the fabric of America permanently, and destroy what your and my ancestors built.
Our grandchildren will become refugees. And all because you refuse to see the truth in the

greed of corporate America.

Virginia Madsen

D
-

San Leandro, California 94577
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) -

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pam Clark <
Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:55 PM '
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Pam Clark

Y
ot

San Diego, California 92104
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Wriﬂ ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anne Miller-Bagwell m

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:55 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Anne Miller-Bagwell

Qakland, California 94605

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stuart McCaIIei)_
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:40 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Greetings: |

| am writing in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the
ACA repeal efforts that came before. | have many patients who have benefitted from the ACA

and your proposed bill willl eliminate protections for patients with preexisting conditions and essential
health benefits. This bill would leave too many patients between the cracks, especially the most
vulnerable. And there are many of them in Maine.

Do something really good for American and start working together by taking a bipartisan approach
toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunlty and

join me in opposmg Graham-Cassidy.

Stuart McCalley MD
Waldo County General Hospital

:Ifast, Maine 04915
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sally Rudicel

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:39 PM ¥
To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren)

Subject: no to health bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked
haid to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worlked hard to achicve
over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, covcrage doesn't always mean care. By overtuming protections for pationts
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the
cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Sally Rudicel, M.D.
Provincetown, MA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Soucy, Lyssa

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:38 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO Graham-Cassidy Bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

| write in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came before,
maybe worse, considering details have not been released, which, by the way, is unacceptable. My home state has worked hard to
improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that was worked hard by many to achieve over
the years.

Coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of
essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

The Senate (and House) need to start representing “all” the people’s best interest, and stop feeding their own ego!

Thank you,

Lyssa Soucy CPC 10, CCAT
Revenue Cycle Analyst
Reliant Medica! Group

Q/orcester, MA 01608

QRELANT

Note: The information contained in this message is intcnded only for use by the individual or cntity to
which it is addressed. This message may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt
from disclusure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any dissernination, distribution or copying of this information is strictly prohibited. If you received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately and delete the original message.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kim Glazer

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:49 PM
To: gchcomments %

Subject: Improve the ACA - don't repeal it

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Being disabled,
with pre-existing conditions, | find myself in the category of those individulas who rely on affordable care to
treat my existing conditions. / would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely,

Kim Glazer

Studio City, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jamie Perez

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:42 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Testimony for Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senators:

I'm writing to express my strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill. My five year old son, Ryan,
was born with a congenital heart defect (which has, thank God, resolved itself) and two years ago he suffered
unexplained seizures. Without good health insurance, we could have been bankrupted by the massive bills from
pediatric cardiologists, pediatric neurologists, pediatric anesthesiologists and the countless other doctors and
specialists he has seen in his short (BUT AWESOME) life!

The idea that families like ours could lose coverage or be subjected to unforgivably high premiums because of
preexisting conditions is heartbreaking. My sweet little boy wants to be an artist when he grows up and careers
like those don't come with employer-sponsored healthcare! He'll need his own insurance and the idea that some
insurance company could dig back in his medical records and deny him coverage is awful!

I would walk through fire for my little boy. There is nothing I wouldn't do to keep him healthy and well. I'm not
alone in that. ALL PARENTS deserve to be able to receive the healthcare they need, for themselves and their

children in an affordable way. Certainly the ACA needs work and I wholeheartedly support a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve it!

Sincerely,

Jamie Perez
Minneapolis, MN
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Wri(.;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kelly Coynev‘%>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill
Hi,

As a current doctoral student, I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. I would like to see a bipartisan effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

All my best,

Kelly Coyne
Evanston, IL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Cthomas *
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Heath care - oppose the graham-Cassidy repeal
Attachments: imagel.JPG; ATTOO001.txt

Thank you for taking comments
Please oppose the graham-Cassidy repeal bill.

My name is Cindy from Alaska. | have insurance from my husband employers but my family does not. They need access
to affordable healthcare through federal regulation not state by state. | support Medicaid expansion for all states not
just AK and MT. more importantly | agree with McCain and believe congressional 'order" is required for a bill that affects
1/5 our economy and the lives of all Americans. Lastly it is shameful and immoral that the GOP is selling out their own
constituents for tax cuts for their wealth donors.

Thank you
Cindy Thomas
Anchorage Alaska --- all medical professional orgs also oppose this bill
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Brian Healy 4

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:42 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: graham-cassidy comment

Dear Senators:

32 million Americans could lose coverage, face radical changes to Medicaid and suffer from diminished health-care
funding, in every state. | urge you to vote no on the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Yours,
Brian Healy
New York, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Betsy Muiru %

" Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:42 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy "Healthcare" Bill

| rely on affordable health care. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

| am fortunate to have health care because of my job as a teacher, but | am so worried about friends and family who
have pre-existing conditions, disabilities, and low income if a repeal of the ACA were to happen.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,

Betsy Muir
San Rafael, CA

25



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Swapna Kakani

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:40 PM ,
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

My name is Swapna Kakani. | am a rare disease patient since birth, and | am the leader of the Alabama Rare Disease
Coalition, a grass roots movement of rare disease patients & caregiver advocates to unite the state around the rare

disease community.
t

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

On behalf of the Alabama Rare Disease patients in the state, | ask you to vote no to protect the patient population. The
bill would be destructive and patients with chronic health conditions would no longer be able to afford healthcare.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ms. Swapna Kakani

Huntsville, AL 35801
L)
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: teresa ann rayburn

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:42 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

I am writing about the proposed Graham-Cassidy Bill for changes to the ACA.
Certainly by every measure, this is not a good bill.

Firstly, i must please ask congress not to hold a vote on this bill that will affect 1/6 of the economy

without a CBO score.
how can you vote on this proposed legislation without fully understanding how it will impact the lives

of Americans?

Secondly,i am extremely concerned about language in the bill that allows states to loosen protections
for preexisting conditions. i will be directly affected by this provision,as

i am a type 2 diabetic. i will not be able to afford the extra costs being predicted for my care,and will
effectively priced out of health-care,in fact the efforts that i do to keep me well will severely bankrupt
me.

thirdly,i am extremely distressed that monies to Medicaid will be reduced so drastically, making costs
for seniors and the disabled to skyrocket.

From what i have carefully read,this bill does not bring health-care to more Americans-in fact ,it is
predicted that upwards of 30 million or more will lose their existing coverage.and like before the
ACA people will have to choose between eating and getting health-care. People will die.

in conclusion,i find this proposed bill to be heartless and mean. it really is just a way for the GOP to

pay for tax cuts.
rather than helping our fellow maniit is a bill that will hurt the most vulnerable in our population.

Please do not pass the graham/cassidy bill. instead,please return to regular order.

let's work together on improving the existing law with bipartisan committees, and a vote that requires
all of Congress to work together for a solution.

thank you most respectfully,

teresa rayburn

U
huntington,wv 25704
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Terry Palmere <“>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:43 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy public comments

I vehemently oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My son spent several years in the hospital as a teenager fighting
leukemia. He survived, but had more complications than I can count--all of which caused preexisting conditions, not to
mention the cancer itself.

There is no way any insurance company would offer him health insurance that he could afford unless they were forced
to. From what | have read, this bill provides ACCESS for such people, but no guarantee that it would not be
prohibitively priced. That could be a death sentence for him.

| encourage the Senate to resume the bipartisan Alexander/Murray Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal
it.

Sincerely,
Terry Palmere

Davis, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Charlie Homer <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:27 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)
Subject: Comments on Graham-Cassidy-Heller Bill for Hearing

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
I write to voice my extreme opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal.

I am a pediatrician who has spent much of my career caring for vulnerable children in Massachusetts, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania and Kentucky. I am also a former health services researcher who focused my research
on the impact and quality of health care services for children. I founded and led a nonprofit organization that
works to improve children's health care. :

As a pediatrician, | witnessed every day the importance of health insurance. When children have health
insurance--including Medicaid and CHIP--their parents bring them to the doctor to get preventive care. This
includes immunizations that protect children and our communities from infectious diseases. It also includes
developmental monitoring so children can get the supportive services they need to learn and succeed in school
and in life. When children have health insurance, they are able to obtain access to specialists to care if they have
a chronic condition such as asthma, sickle cell disease, heart disease or cystic fibrosis. The large bills these
children incur can exceed annual and lifetime limits unless such limits are prohibited (as they are under the
ACA). Moreover, without protection against exclusions for pre-existing conditions, these children may be
precluded form obtaining health insurance for the rest of their lives.

As a health services researcher in the 1990's, I discouraged my junior colleagues from studying the impact of
health insurance per se on use of health services because I considered the question answered many times over.
Uninsured children get less care, get care later in the course of their disease, and have worse outcomes. This is
true whether the child and family live in Massachusetts, Kentucky or North Carolina--or anywhere else.

As a pediatrician, my first priority is children. The proposed Graham-Cassidy Bill will harm children directly by
placing severe limits on Medicaid, a program that is both popular and necessary. It harms children indirectly
because parents health will suffer from lack of care, and the economy will suffer as more adults become
disabled, and as entrepreneurs are less able to start new companies. Moreover, in creating the block grants in
this bill, population groups will be pitted against one another, and children (who don't vote) always lose that
competition.

As a physician, public health professional, and a caregiver for an elderly mother, I am equally concerned about
the impact of this bill on the health and well being of low and middle income adults and, through the Medicaid
cuts, the elderly. Treatment for substance use disorder will become even less accessible, worsening the impact
of the devastating opioid epidemic confronting our nation.

More details about specific concerns follow:

Eliminates programs that serve as a lifeline for low- and moderate-income families.
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This proposal takes away secure coverage from millions, and replaces it only with the possibility of inadequate
and temporary coverage. It ends the ACA’s successful Medicaid expansion, which has extended coverage to
nearly 12 million newly eligible low-income adults. It also eliminates the ACA tax credits that 10 million low-
- and moderate-income people rely on to afford coverage in the individual market. Although it replaces this
funding with a block grant to states, the proposal offers no guarantee that states will provide an alternative
affordable coverage option to former enrollees - and indeed the block grant is inadequate to pay for comparable
benefits. From 2020 through 2026, block grant funding would be at least 7% ($95 billion) below projected
spending under current law, including a $5-$8 billion loss in federal funding to Massachusetts, my home state.
Regardless, the block grant ends in 2027, leaving states and former enrollees with no help whatsoever. We do
not believe it is likely that Congress would reauthorize additional funds for these programs at a later date,
because the funds would no longer be in the baseline of the federal budget. Congress would therefore have to
identify and reauthorize a new funding stream — something that would be extremely difficult, if not
impossible.

Threatens care for low-income seniors, children, consumers with substance use disorders and people
living with disabilities.

This proposal also threatens the care of millions of low-income seniors, children and people living with
disabilities who relied on the Medicaid program even before enactment of the ACA. By capping and slashing
funding for the traditional Medicaid program by 12% ($1,079 billion) between 2020 and 2036, the per capita
cap will force Massachusetts to cut payments to health care providers and health plans, eliminate optional
services, and restrict eligibility for enrollment - all of which could restrict access to important health care
services for Medicaid enrollees.

No eligibility category would be immune to the impacts of these cuts. Since children make up almost one-half
of the Medicaid beneficiaries, they cannot possibly be protected if cuts of this magnitude are enacted. Cuts to
Medicaid would also leave consumers with substance use disorders without access to the most effective
treatments for addiction and to life-saving overdose medicine. And seniors and people living with disabilities
would also face painful cuts, since Medicaid is the primary payer for long-term services and supports.
Community Based Services - the services that keep people with cognitive and physical impairments home and
in their communities - are “optional” in Medicaid. The fiscal pressure created by per capita caps will likely lead
states to cut back on these services, forcing seniors and people living with disabilities out of their homes and
into institutions for their care. And the burden will likely hit communities of color especially hard, where
Medicaid enrollment is especially high.

Pushes massive new costs onto states.

All states, including Massachusetts, would take on new risks and costs because this proposal converts the
overall Medicaid program into a per capita cap. Under this proposal, the federal government would cap its
payments to states for most enrollees, and those caps would grow more slowly than actual Medicaid
expenditures, leaving Massachusetts with insufficient funding to meet its current obligations. In addition, states
would be fully exposed to any unexpected health care cost increases, such as from a natural disaster, an aging
population or medical innovations. The per capita cap alone would reduce federal Medicaid spending by 12%
($1,079 billion) by 2036.

On top of those cost shifts, the 31 states that expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act will be at risk
for far deeper cuts. This proposal ends all federal matching funds for the Medicaid expansion in 2020. Some of
the funds that the federal government would have spent on Medicaid expansion get rolled into the block grant,
but the block grant doesn’t make up for Massachusetts’ losses because the block grant is inadequate overall, the
formula favors non-expansion states (it redistributes funding from expansion to non-expansion states), and it
ends entirely in 2026, leaving states with no funding to replace the lost expansion funds.
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States have had the option to accept Medicaid expansion under the ACA. 31 States availed themselves of this
option. As documented by the Commonwealth Fund reports and by the Urban Institute, they have decreased the
number of the uninsured, and their health care costs have also risen more slowly. The proposed legislation
penalizes those states that have chosen this course, and rewards those states that elected not to provide more
coverage. This blatant pitting of one state against another will not lead to a more perfect union, but rather will
exacerbate the divisions in our nation.

Because federal dollars for Medicaid account for about 20% of state budgets, FitchRatings “believes substantial
Medicaid cuts would require states to make material budget adjustments over the next decade and beyond.”
This will harm education budgets--they key to our nation's future--and other essential items such as
transportation and housing.

Increases premiums and out-of-pocket costs and destabilizes the individual market.

By repealing the individual mandate and eliminating advanced premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions,
this proposal would drive up premiums and cause insurers to exit the ACA’s marketplaces. As we know from
previous CBO projections, repealing the individual mandate alone would increase the number of uninsured
individuals by 15 million and cause premiums to increase by 20 percent. Furthermore, by replacing the
financing of the ACA’s financial assistance with a block grant without any guarantee that states would direct
their temporary block grant funds toward financial assistance, this proposal puts Massachusetts residents who
currently rely on financial assistance at risk for sharply higher out-of-pocket costs and coverage loss.

Beyond the impact of this proposal on individuals, insurers currently selling in the Health Connector would face
extreme uncertainty. Because this proposal allows states to change the market reform rules under the ACA and
because there are no requirements or standards on how states must use the block granted money, insurers would
likely face completely unpredictable risk pools. To make up for this uncertainty, insurers would likely impose
large premium increases to protect themselves from unpredictable claims costs or choose to exit the
marketplace completely. This means that consumers who purchase coverage on the individual market would
likely have fewer coverage options, much higher premiums and no guarantee of financial assistance to shield
them from the increasing out-of-pocket costs.

Eliminates critical consumer protections.

This proposal allows states to eliminate one of the most popular and important consumer protections under the
ACA - the prohibition on charging higher premiums based on a person's health status or a preexisting condition.
This means that in states that choose to eliminate this requirement, insurers could charge individuals with even
relatively mild pre-existing conditions thousands of dollars above standard rates to obtain the same coverage as
someone without a preexisting condition. Additionally, this proposal allows states to waive the requirement that
insurers cover essential health benefits including mental health services, substance abuse treatments and
maternity care. This could lead to discrimination against segments of the population (e.g., older adults, LGBT
community) or consumers with specific chronic conditions (e.g. mental health or substance use disorders). For
example, this could return us to a time when insurers only covered short-term, minimal treatment for mental
health or substance use disorders, if they covered it at all. Before the ACA, almost half of plans in the individual
market excluded addiction treatment.

Lacks transparency and opportunity for meaningful input.

We believe that everyone should have a say in the decisions that affect their health. With only one hearing
scheduled days before a possible vote, and without a full CBO score to properly evaluate the budgetary and
coverage loss impacts, it is impossible to have an open and deliberative process that would allow for a true
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evaluation of and meaningful input on the policies in this proposal that would affect millions of people and one
sixth of the US economy.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
health care proposal. This legislation would have extremely detrimental impacts on children and on millions of
Americans of all ages across our nation. It will heighten divisions at a time when we were just beginning to see
a glimmer of bipartisan effort to strengthen and improve the ACA. We are hopeful this legislation will not move
forward and that Congress will return to a focus on truly meeting the needs of all the American people by
stabilizing the health insurance markets and passing a five year CHIP extension.

Sincerely,

Charles J. Homer, MD, MPH
Associate Clinical Professor, Harvard Medical School
Associate Professor, Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: PatriciaPerry ~>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments ‘
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy bill

To All Members of the Congress

Having watched one effort after another to push through a repeal of the ACA just because
President Trump promised it, | have been convinced that this is NOT responsible legislation.
Each version of “TrumpCare” is worse than the last.

This country and its people rely on quality, affordable healthcare from its legislators, not an ill-
thought-out partisan bill. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. As many
Americans have begun to learn from the current turmoil over healthcare, they have been taken
better care of by the ACA than they thought, through Medicaid, coverage of pre-existing
conditions, and less reliance on the ultimately more expensive use of emergency rooms. | agree
that the ACA is not perfect. That is why | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve it, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Patricia D. Perry

Hopkinton, Massachusetts
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Big D %> .
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:27 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Cancer survivor opposed to Graham-Cassidy bill

| successfully defeated cancer two years ago and rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the
Graham-Cassidy bill.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,

Darrell Davis
Oakland, CA

52



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sarah Brann¢(RES

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:26 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Senators,
I would like to discuss my concerns about the proposed Graham-Cassidy healthcare legislation in terms of my
own medical history and how the changes in the law would affect people in my situation.
Ten years ago last month, at the age of 57, I was diagnosed with colorectal cancer. I underwent surgery and
subsequently chemotherapy and radiation to treat my cancer, and happily 10 years later I remain cancer-free.
Fortunately, with my individual health insurance coverage, I was able to receive and pay for cancer treatment,
but the $1 million policy cap haunted me, being more than 1/3 of the way there after my 8-month minor brush
with mortality. If I were to relapse or otherwise become seriously ill I would max out and either die or bankrupt
my family. In addition, I would never be able to shop for insurance, as [ would be uninsurable with a
preexisting cancer history. My premiums rose, going from $482/month in 2007 to $1243/month in 2013. At
last the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) was in force and I could switch to that without fear of losing
coverage. My premiums went down to $632/month. In 2014, I reached the age of 65 and obtained Medicare
coverage, costing $228/month. I no longer fear bankruptcy from healthcare bills and can now budget for
&tirement.

reached the Medicare safe haven, but if I were five years younger and the Graham-Cassidy healthcare proposal
was in force, my survival, both financial and physical, would be seriously threatened. This is a cloud that hangs
over millions of Americans. The cuts to Medicaid which are proposed have already led to insurance market
instability and have caused insurance companies to withdraw, jeopardizing the feasibility of existing
programs. California’s Medi-Cal depends heavily on Medicaid funding, and 1/3 of Californians receive
medical care through that program. It would be a disaster for millions if that were taken away, not to mention
the preexisting conditions and lifetime cap protections which threaten almost every American under the age of
65.
I am only one ordinary person and I am sure there are millions of stories like mine. Please vote no on this bill
and instead work to improve the AHA, not destroy healthcare for our entire country.
Yours sincerely,
Sarah Brann

Berkeley, California 94705
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Wri(_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: julie tiede <G

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:27 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Good Afternoon, | am writing regarding the Graham Cassidy bill. | am married and retired but not entitied to medicare
yet. Although my healthcare is expensive (51,400 per month for my husband and I} the most important issue to me is
that | have it. | have had cancer in the past and know if we lose provisions on pre-existing conditions, as we could with
the Graham Cassidy bill, | am doomed. | would never bankrupt my family for cancer treatments so | would have to die. |
believe that fixes should be mage to Obamacare (I wbuld love to pay less!) but within the context of certain guaranteed
provisions-ie no pre-existing conditions restrictions, minimum required benefits, no lifetime limits, etc. Inevitably some
people will possibly be hurt by any change and | understand the critical fiscal implications for the economy. For that
reason you should do all due diligence that is possible with changes, hearings, research, bipartisan political input, input
from stakeholders, full CBO score etc. '
Please (please) put politics aside and work for the American people. This is not something that should be rushed in any
manner.

Thank you so much for your consideration.

Julie Tiede

Big Pine, CA 93513
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lee Wessels ~>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:12 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to

discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

in addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ms. Lee Wessels

CORDOUA, TN 38016
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: sElizabeth F < >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comment submitted for public testimony at Graham-Cassidy hearing
Hello,

My name is Elizabeth and I'm writing in support of the Affordable Care Act and against the Graham-Cassidy
bill.

I put myself through my master's program by working full-time as a freelance contractor. Because I could set
my own hours and schedule, I was able to fit in work around my classes, something I never could have done
with a traditional job. But working as a freelancer also meant I didn't have any employer-provided health
insurance Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, I was able to get affordable health insurance even though I didn't
have a traditional full-time job. Thanks to the ACA, I could take a risk on a freelance career and finish my
education without any further student debt. This is one tiny example of how the ACA helped one person work
her way up to success. This is why we need the ACA.

I'm young and very healthy, and as a young and healthy person with low healthcare costs, I'm happy to
subsidize premiums for older and sicker people. For one thing, my parents will be in that category pretty
soon, and I'll be there eventually. More importantly, letting sick people die for the sake of insurance company
profits is disgusting on principle. The whole point of living in a society instead of a state of nature is that we do
some things that aren't immediately in our individual interest (like paying $150/month for insurance [ never use)
because the well-being of the group ultimately benefits us all. This isn't a difficult concept and I'm frankly
amazed that the entire Republican party seems to struggle with it so much.

Even the supporters of the Graham-Cassidy bill have publicly admitted that it's a terrible piece of legislation.
The ACA wasn't perfect, but Graham-Cassidy is like shooting yourself in the face to get rid of a mosquito on
your nose. I oppose this bill and I would like to see Congress build on the ACAina reasonable manner like
adults, instead of pulling juvenile tricks with reconciliation and trying to jam through awful legislation to score
political points.

Elizabeth Foster
Chicago, IL



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments i,
Subject: #Affordable Care Act
Hello,

| am self employed and | rely on the ACA for my health insurance. | would not be able to afford it if |
did not have that option. | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. 1 would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Thank you.
Sincerely

Peggy Browning
Chicago, IL



From: Julie Carpenter <—> %

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: I oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Committee,
My family and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. |

am approaching the age when my mother was diagnosed with breast cancer, and | can expect because of my.
genetics to face either the same battle or at the very least, eternal vigilance. This bill would make a scary
situation into a death sentence. | have other things that fall into the pre-existing condition category, and my
husband and | would lose our healthcare or see it fall below even a minimum standard of care if this passes.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Julie Carpenter

voter in Morongo Valley, CA 92256
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michelle Beddor 4 NN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:28 PM
To: - gchcomments
Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill in the Senate. I rely on quality, affordable healthcare like millions in
our country. Before the ACA, my pre-existing condition made it very expensive and difficult to get care.
Since the ACA, it has been available and affordable. When I see a bill like Graham-Cassidy, I get very
scared about the future.

Senator McCain said the bill-drafting process was flawed and his conscience doesn’t allow supporting the
bill. I agree.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Michelle Beddor

Chanhassen, Minnesota
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

September 22, 2017

kathypgiller <“om>
Fridaygseptember 22, 2017 4:55 PM -
gchcomments; me2 ’

Graham Cassidy Bill

gchcomments@finance.senate,gov

I am writing about the Graham/Cassidy bill for changes to the ACA. By every measure, this is not a good bill.

How can Congress vote on a bill that will affect 1/6 of the economy without a CBO score? How can you vote
on legislation without fully understanding how it will impact the lives of Americans?

Please do not allow states to loosen protections for those of us with pre-existing conditions. I had brain surgery;

I will be in deep trouble if this bill passes.

The cuts to Medicaid are draconian. Costs to seniors and the disabled will skyrocket.

Up to 30 million people will lose their healthcare coverage. People will die if this bill passes.

Please do not pass the Graham/Cassidy healthcare bill. Let's work on a bipartisan solution.
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Thank you,

Kathy Miller

R

Ventura, CA 93001
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: on beh3if of Darienne Hosley Stewart
>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:54 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: opposition to Graham-Cassidy bill

I feel blessed to be raising my children and caring for my aging parents with the rights and protections of the
Affordahle Care Act. Quality, affordable healthcare is a human right, and essential for a prosperous, productive
America. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Under the ACA, I've been able to obtain needed
health services for my children that were not covered before ACA, and my children are now thriving. I've seen
friends able to focus on helping their own children through life-threatening illnesses without worrying about
losing their homes or how they'd be able to afford necessary treatment to keep their children alive for years to
come.

The ACA is not a perfect solution, but it was an essential step forward. Please: We need a bipartisan
Congressional effort to make the ACA work better, not repeal it and put millions of American lives in
jeopardy.

Sincerely,
Darienne Hosley Stewart
Sunnyvale, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Theana Snyder ~>
Sent: Friday, Septefnber 22, 2017 4:55 PM %

To: gchcomments

Hi,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Healthcare should
be available to all Americans. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Theana Snyder

Ojai, California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) ,

11\
From: Carmen Berg *»
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:15 AM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am a physician who treats cancer patients. Thus all of my patients have pre-existing conditions! | don't want my
patients to have to forgo curative treatment or not detect earlier more curable cancers or declare bankruptcy to get
treated due to lack of insurance or cost. The Graham Cassidy Bill would allow states to get waivers to charge everyone
with a pre-existing condition more, and insurance companies may no longer cover life-saving screening exams.

1 would like to read out to you as an ordinary person. You may think that because you or your family doesn't have cancer or heart
disease or a major medical problem this doesn't affect you. Unfortunately pre-existing conditions include conditions such as
obesity (that is 35% of us, anyone with body mass index more than 30), anxiety, depression, and even pregnancy!

Good healthcare should not just be for the very wealthy. It is also irresponsible to vote on a bill affecting 1/6 of the US economy
without a CBO score or proper debate and time to assess its impact! The Affordable Care Act is not perfect but there are much
better solutions. This is not the answer.

Sincerely,

Carmen Bergom, MD, PhD
Okauchee, W1
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: sara siegel _

Sent: Friday, Sept®mber 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on Graham-Cassidy Bill

To Whom It May Concern:

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

| was diagnosed with Type | diabetes when | was four years old on January 20, 1989, and | have now lived with diabetes
for almost thirty years. | am fortunate to have had the access to quality healthcare that | know many others do not.

To suggest that this bill protects those with pre-existing conditions, yet will allow states to opt out of this coverage, is
misleading, insulting, and dangerous.

No matter what | do, | will have diabetes for the rest of my life. | would like to be a contributing member to the society in
which | live. Restricting my access to health care because of a genetic toss of the dice does not allow that, and that
doesn't really make sense to me.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Sara Siegel
Somerville, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

 y :
From: prenty noreen “>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No to Graham-Cassidy

Every American citizen needs decent, affordable healthcare; therefore, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
No iron clad guarantees on affordable coverage for those with pre-existing conditions is just wrong.

Not requiring that healthcare policies to cover basic conditions, including maternity care and access to birth control
is just wrong.

Allowing lifetime caps is just wrong.

Also it is reprehensible that there have been no hearings, public debate, or a score from the Congressional Budget
Office on this bill.

Work to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Noreen Prenty
Glenmont NY 12077
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: jenna %
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: healthcare

hello...my name is jeannette gavin . i live in trinidad, ca. and want to urge you to NOT repel the ACA. my family needs
affordable coverage.
thank you.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Cindy Minter <N >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: " Affordable Care Act - I need it!

v

I depend on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | am 63 years old, self employed,
with pre-existing osteoarthritis and a history of skin cancer. | was laid off from my job (younger workers are cheaper) and pick up
contract work when | can. | buy my own health insurance on the individual market. | depend on the Affordable Care Act to bridge
the gap between the employer health coverage | once had and Medicare.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Cynthia Minter

P Y

San Jose, Ca 95123



Wright, Kevin (Finance) o ————————————
From: PAULA SCHAFER gy

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:07 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: public testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I'm retired and just
switched from paying high but manageable medical premiums to more affordable Medicare premiums into
which I paid for during my working career. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Paula Schafer

Petaluma, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: 3

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:27 PM

To: chcomments

Cc:

Subject: Graham-Cassidy HealthCare Proposal Statement

Dear Senate Finance Committee,
| stand with the American Majority and Oppose the Graham-Cassidy HealthCare Proposal.
| believe it is a step backwards for American Healthcare.

| further believe that Americans would be best served improving the existing ACA Healthcare System rather than
repealing it and trying to reinvent the wheel (healthcare).

In Summary, the Graham-Cassidy HealthCare Proposal is in Direct Opposition to the Will of The American Majority,
according to recent polls. Our representatives (Reps/Senators) were voted into office to represent the American
People, their voters/constituents.

The Graham-Cassidy HealthCare Proposal DOES NOT represent my wishes or those of the American Majority.
Thank You for your time and Consideration!

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Sain

CEE——

Los Lunas, NM
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Veronica Velarde Lunn

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:52 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to Graham Cassidy bill

"If passed, the Graham Cassidy bill would have a devastating impact on people, especially those of us with disabilities
and pre-existing conditions."

Veronica Velarde
Glendale, Ca
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Sixtust<

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:59 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 ‘million people offof healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of héarings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Michael Sixtus

Santee’, California 92071

20



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: bob newberg <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:42 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare bill

Senators you need to vote for the people. Drop this voting for party lines just to take Obama's name off of
healthcare. Show some fn balls. 30 million people losing healthcare. Come on. Putting the healthcare burden on
the state's. Are you kidding me? I live in Illinois. We didn't have a budget for over 2 1/2 years. Rauner is a joke.
A millionaire sitting on his fat ass doing nothing. He sure won't do anything for us as far as healthcare. VOTE

THIS DOWN. Feel free to call me anytime. (RS ob Newberg
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joanne Isdah| g, -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:15 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Do not repeal ACA

My family and | rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
There are people in my family with pre-existing conditions and | am very concerned about them not having
coverage or having to pay much higher prices for coverage. | believe everyone should have quality,
affordable, accessible health care. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA
not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Joanne Isdahl
Plymouth, MN
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kory McFarland <N

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

Senator Feinstein,
| hope You are well Today. Thank You for standing up against Trump and the attempt by
Trump to dismantle Decades of Progress in our Nation, on many Issues, and by both Parties

in Congress.

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly—
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Kory McFarland
R
U

Salinas, California 93906



Wright, Kevin (Financg)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elisse De Sio <SR N— >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearihg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Elisse De Sio

San Carlos, California 94070-5009



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anke Dosedal

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Senators,

As a U.S. citizen who believes in the democratic process, I write to express my conviction that any bill that
affects 1/6th of the U.S. economy should only be voted on by the Senate after *thorough* consideration, debate,
and the “regular order” that Senator McCain is calling for. The Graham-Cassidy bill not only impacts 1/6th of
the U.S. economy but also tens of millions of American lives. The attempt to rush it to a vote without proper
vetting and debate makes a mockery of our democracy, and a mockery of our lives. You are elected by voters,
not by the donor class. Pay heed to the massive opposition to this bill — which includes not only the vast.
majority of Americans but also virtually every organizational stakeholder in the U.S. healthcare system — and
commit to engaging in the arduous bipartisan process of solving problems for your constituents, as you were
elected to do.

Sincerely,
Anke Dosedal

Sunnyvale, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Deborah Downs-Miers

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:00 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Deborah Downs-Miers

PO Box 226



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Katherine Agnew —>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: ’ gchcomments '
Subject: No to Graham-Cassidy

To whom it may concern,

I've been fortunate to have experienced no major health issues in my life, thanks to the pure luck of being born
into a body that works pretty well and has so far stayed out of trouble. But there are so, so many people in our
country who aren't so lucky. My father, for example, was born with a bad aorta that needed replacing when I

was young.

There are so many like him, who have the pure bad luck of being born with bad connective tissue, immune
systems, etc. It is not right to give states pathway to charge people more for preexisting conditions, as the
.Graham-Cassidy bill does. It's for this reason that I oppose any health care legislation that will increase prices

and decrease coverage.

Katherine
Washington, DC
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kate Kaya " s

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: No to the Graham-Cassidy bill

My family and friends rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill
which will leave people | care about without the ability to pay for their medical care - they will suffer
unnecessarily. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Kate Kaya
San Diego, California



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Jean Hoefner : >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:49 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Testimony

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy
effort. I retired after 40 years of service but my company does not cover retirees and I'm still too young
for Medicare. My nephew is young and has been diagnosed with aplastic anemia and needs individual
health care coverage for treatment that is life or death for him. My dad needed Medicaid coverage for
nursing care when it was no longer safe for us to care for him at home:.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it..

Sincerely, Lisa Jean Hoefner ,
Kings Beach , CA

Lisa Jean
Sent from my iPhone



cc Senator Warren (Beth_Pearson@warren.senate.gov) and Senator Markey (Nikki Hurt@markey.senate.gov)

Rosemarie Derry
HMEA/IFFS Case Manager

I
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ght Kevin (Finance)

From: shaina bauman

Sent: o Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM

To: gchcomments % s
Subject: Please do not repeal the Affordable Healthcare Act e

Hello Senators Graham and Cassidy,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My father and my
aunt both have Type 1 diabetes (an autoimmune disease that is irreversible) and depend on affordable health insurance
for the supplies they need to keep them alive. Both are often self-employed, because they are entrepreneurial and
creative in spirit, and cannot always rely on an employer to provide them with health insurance. Other options, like those
offered through the ACA, are crucial for them and for many others. Therefore, I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Shaina Bauman

Prospect Heights, IL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Regens, Nancy L - (nregens)

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy hering

All families rely on quality, affordable healthcare. When my fellow Americans are unable to get it, that affects everyone.
We do not live in a vacuum. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | have been healthy but there are many
family members and friends who need to have access to care that is actually affordable and of a high quality. This lack
of access stresses everyone! | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Nancy L. Regens
Tucson, AZ

by 3 v

@
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jenny Gospodarek

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:15 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal

Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, September 25, 2017
Chris and Jenny Gospodarek '

Here is a script that gives an

My name is Jennifer Gospodarek and I live in Manitowoc, Wi

I am a mom to a amazing sweet 4 year old boy who has Austium. He is on the Katie Beckett program so he can
get in home therapy services. Without Katie Beckett program we would be unable to receive services for him.
The in home therapy helps us to make sure our son can make a difference in this world and help us as parents
what is best to help him through the challenges he is faced with in life. I never want to see a my son or a child
struggle through life because resources are not available because a parent can't afford the services. In home
therapy is working for pur family. We work together Dailey so hard to make just a little bit of progress. Today
was the first day we saw progress. I walked away in tears at the end of session because all the effort and
exhaustion paid off. It is very hard difficult to say I get it but no one will ever understand until they have a
special need child of their own.

Children are our future and taking away this program for special needs kids is unfair. Children deserve the right
to make a difference in this world and we as parents are responsible to help them through life.

Also my brother in law relies on Iris and Medicaid. He has special needs down syndrome and Iris provides him
to be able to chose his care givers to help him with Dailey skills.
Any cuts to Medicaid threaten the lives and independence of people with disabilities.

Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill and do not vote to move this bill out of the Finance committee

* Please oppose ANY cuts to Medicaid.
» Please work in a bipartisan fashion to increase access to affordable, accessible health care and long term

services and support.

Thank you for you time
Jenny Gospodarek
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amber Simmons <@

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:00 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearingé and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Amber Simmons

Oilney, lllinois 62450



) Writ_;ht, Kevin (Fi!|!1ance)

From: Christine <*>
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:43 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy-Graham

To Whom It May Concern,

I am an advice nurse in California. | am outraged that our state will lose billions of healthcare dollars while this grotesque
bill will shift money to states with political leaders who do not value taking care of their citizens. When | worked for a
national advice nurse employer, | spoke to patients in those states. | vividly recall when TennCare was discontinued and
cancer patients were told to turn to their churches for chemotherapy. Senator Bill Frist was in the Senate then. | have no
respect for him as a physician who would abandon sick people.

Now we have another physician involved in this iteration of repeal and replace. Senator Cassidy blatantly lies to the
public about his legislation. Who would ever trust a physician who lies? When asked directly about what is in this bill,
GOP Reps simply pounded away about Obamacare. My father was a used car salesman. | know BS when | hear it.

| speak to dozens of patients weekly. | know their struggles. Some are compelled to chose between eating or affording
medications. My employer cares for over 4 million people. We have people from every corner of California and every
strata of society. For those who scramble to keep their heads above water, we do our best to provide ancillary services
and charity care. ‘

Additionally, | am battling Stage [ll Ovarian cancer with metastasis. | am over 64 and am feeling anxious and stressed
that the GOP will ultimately gut Medicare and Medicaid. | have known about Medicare and Medicaid my entire, adult,
working life. It's something we count on. Now you're going to rip it away after those of us who have worked decades,
paid into the system and never thought we'd be faced without a safety net at retirement.

| am also a veteran Air Force nurse. | am aware of issues veterans face in healthcare. | don't know how you sleep at night
knowing how after young people serve and have their legs blown off or suffer from PTSD find fewer and fewer services
to help them adapt to life after the military.

The GOP have proven this year they aren't interested in governing or working together to find solutions. Most of my

colleagues want single payer. If people still want to pay an insurance company for services, fine. Every person in the US
or who finds themselves in the US even if they aren't a resident, should be able to see a doctor when they need one.

Thank you,
Christine Erickson, RN

Sent from my iPad



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ryann Dear

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Don't Repeal ACA. No to the Graham-Cassidy bill.
To Whom It May Concern:

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
brother was able to have a critical surgery for his knee because of the ACA/Obamacare. Without the help of the
ACA, he would not have been able to pay for that surgery. I would like to see bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Ryann Dear

Brooklyn, NY 11216



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael O'Connell <SRN

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Michael O'Connell

GRS

Kailua, Hawaii 96734



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

00

From: Frank Barbarino 4 NS -
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitabie medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Frank Barbarino

Cypress, California 90630-5325



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paula Hollie <*>
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. it's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Paula Hollie

Laguna Woods, California 92637



Wrig ht, Kevin (Fi&'mce)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

bruce gordon

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

bruce gordon

P.O. Box 32
Chitina, Alaska 99566



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

—

From: Dale Smith s
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:43 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: OPPOSE GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILL

Dear Members of the Finance Committee:

I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. It pulls much needed funding from the states, does nothing to address the
growing opioid epidemic in the country, and will price millions out of health insurance. It puts the most
vulnerable at risk and is a horrible piece of legislation.

I have had depression my entire life, it has been a struggle for my family to afford the meds I needed when |
lived at home and even harder since I moved away. My condition made it hard to work and as a result it was
very difficult to get ahead in life

The ACA have me hope, I could finally reliably afford medication. Because of this, I could work more often
and was eventually able to pay for my own insurance. . . o

But I know that I am lucky many people will not have that chance unless they have access to reliable insurance.
This bill does not do that, it will force millions to decide between food and medicine and that crushes my soul.
Having that safety net is important and having good healthcare let's you work more often.

The ACA gave me hopen and I want that for other people.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. I am tired of the damn
infighting do your job.

Sincerely

Dale Smith
Anchorage AK

15



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) - —

From: Betty Munson “’D

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:39 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill.

I am among the lucky minority who has BCBS. However, my daughter, many of my friends, and
my patients who are not fortunate to have jobs that offer this insurance rely on ACA.

I strogly oppose three Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a Congressional effort to improve
the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Betty Munson

Cambridge, MA

33



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Peter Engel W»

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:43 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill; another step in the wrong direction.

] am writing to express my vigorous opposition to Graham-Cassidy. This rushed and ill considered legislation
will outprice health insurance for those with preexisting conditions, promote instability in the health insurance
market and deprive millions of low income Americans of basic healthcare. Moreover the legislative process
driving this bill excludes Democrates as well as most of us from meaningful consideration of an immensely
important piece of legislation.

Please, let's do this right!. Every citizen of this country deserves high quality affordable care. The best pathway
to a successful approach must be open and bipartisan. A reckless legislative process will hurt many people,
degrade national health overall and produce much unnecessary suffering.

Peter Engel, MD
Internal Medicine, Geriatric Medicine and Palliative Care,
Boston, MA



This was the response I received:

Lindsay Chestnut - Based on the information provided, you would be eligible for free or low cost health
care through Medicaid. However, the state of LA has chosen not to offer you this health coverage at this
time. '

T was told that my income was too low for a tax credit, and I couldn’t get Medicaid because, though I
qualified, Louisiana had chosen not to expand the program.

They suggested I purchase a plan through the Marketplace. The cheapest option cost more than my
entire monthly income. I suddenly had two options for health care: to get married or go without.

I went without.

Living without health insurance was one of the most terrifying positions I've ever been in. I was afraid
al time of getting hurt or getting into an accident, because I knew if I did, I couldn’t afford to go to the
hospital. When I did get sick, I never went to the doctor; my symptoms seemed to last forever. Worst
of all, my depression became severe, and even though I knew I needed help, I also knew I couldn’t pay
for it. I suffered in silence. Thoughts of suicide were never that far away.

It all came to a head in 2016, when I was sexually assaulted by a so-called friend. Fearing an STI, I
went to the one place I knew I could count on: Planned Parenthood.

They accepted me, they listened to me, and they cared for me, even though I had no insurance that
would pay. In fact, knowing this, they made that appointment as affordable as possible, signing me up
for a few studies that helped reimburse the bill, even as politicians threatened to strip away all their
funding. I will forever be grateful to the Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast for their care and attention.

I realized then that I could not keep living in a state that so actively kept its citizens from getting the
services they need to survive.

I made the decision to leave. I left my partner, my new career, my new friends, and I moved back to a
place that felt like home; a place where I had representatives who respected their constituents’ well
being; a place where I knew I could get everything I needed to thrive. I moved home to Maryland.

41



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marilyn Hendricks <SRN >
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:00 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
my only crime is being disabled. My worst real crime was parking at an expired meter. However, if Cassidy-Graham
passes, then prisoners, including serial killers who need to stay in jail and other serious criminals will have better
healthcare than | will.

Marilyn Hendricks

16002

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Deb Hydory, <¢iN NN
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Repeal

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | have pre-
existing conditions that would put buying insurance out of my range!! As a result, | could get sick and die due to
lack of affordability of insurance. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely,

Deborah Hydon

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Deb

49



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: , Joan Haahr >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: I strongly oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill

To the Committee Members:

I don't have to tell you that the Graham-Cassidy Obamacare Repeal bill is a terrible bill. Everyone knows that
you know. All who campaigned on repealing ACA must he aware that public support for this bill is minimal,
and all claims to the contrary are untrue.

Everyone -- Republican and Democratic -- Know (oo that the only reason not to wait for a CBO score is (hiat
you already know it will be bad for you. Whether you imperil the well-being of 28 million people instead of 32
million people, you're still cruelly harming a huge number of the people you are sworn to serve.

I pray that the committee will consider the public good after years of obfuscation and campaign-finance-driven
misinformation and vote against this awful, misconsidered bill.

Sincerely,
Joan Haahr
Bronx, NY

48



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Senators,

Tegwin Taylor NS .
Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
gchcomments

Public input regarding Graham-Cassidy hearing

1 believe in quality, affordable healthcare for everyone. I want to protect the states' healthcare budgets, healthcare for
children and veterans, and the 30 million people this careless bill would impact. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Tegwin Taylor,

Felton, CA

47



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

3

From: Audrey Schiffhauer

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:44 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Do not pass this bill

My family and I on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Audrey Schiffhauer

Chicago, IL

46



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gloria Fong <(i D

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:15 PM

To: gchcomments '

Subject: OPPOSE GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILLH!IIT Reasons below.
Senatots,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose
the Graham-Cassidy bill. My life is totally dependent on Medicaid for my
98 year old mother, my own history of pre-existing conditions, and
‘affordability of healthcare for my young son, who is starting his working
career. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the

ACA, NOT repeal it.

Healthcare i1s so important and critical for all American citizens that passing a
faulty and not thoroughly thought of bill is not to the benefit of the
American public. Itis just a Party looking for a win and NOT a bipartisan
effort to pass a healthcare bill that meets ALL American citizens' wishes and
needs.

Sincerely,

Gloria Fong
San Mateo, California 94401

oninni————
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Robert Langen
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:35 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill

This is the wrong way to try to pass major legislation! Not enough information, not enough time for debate, no bipartisanship! I am
opposed to the bill. '

The Graham Cassidy Healthcare bill could cause many millions of Americans to loose coverage and could raise premiums for those
with pre-existing conditions.

Bob Langen

Rocklin, CA 95765



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Pomerantz

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:36 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

A shameful bill. More money for rich Republicans, less health care spending for the people

who need it.

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also. hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highty-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 biilion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Paul Pomerantz

Greenport NY, New York 11944



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Hand <{@i

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:36 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Richard Hand

Gerber, California 96035



Wri(_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Grant Palmer <M>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:01 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Do NOT repeal ACA

To whom it may concern:
My family and | rely heavily on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

If not for Medicaid and California’s IEHP program, my wife and daughter would not get quality reproductive health
coverage, and | would not receive treatment for several neurological issues that | have.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Grant Palmer

Redlands, CA

Sent from my iPhone



ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stephanie Cruz ' ' >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM N

To: gchcomments 5 )

Subject: DO NOT PASS Graham-Cassidy Bill--it hurts families and the most vulnerable

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

My family relies on the ACA's Medicaid expansion to treat our diabetes, high cholesterol, and celiacs. All of
these will be considered preexisting conditions if and when we have to enter another insurance market.
Conditions that will push us into a more expensive bracket, forcing us to pay for care with money that we do
not have. According to many of the congressional representatives and it seems like a majority of the senate,
you all believe what your colleague Rep Mo Brooks believes--that we do not lead good lives because leading
a good life means 'taking care of your body' so as to prevent you from having a preexisting condition. These
preexisting conditions are a combination of hereditary, work induced, and income status. These are elements
that are not accounted for in the Graham-Cassidy bill. More so, it would further decrease our access to
treatments because it reduces the amount of money given to the state to fully fund Medicaid and its
healthcare systems. We rely on this care to lead healthy productive lives. My father worked for thirty plus
years in this country to provide my mother and me with a home, an education, and opportunity after
immigrating here from Mexico. He is a registered Republican and he is being punished for not being a
wealthy one. Consider who your constituents are. All of them.

[ would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Stephanie Cruz

Los Angeles, CA

18



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Alyssa Progencio <IN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill

3

To whom it may concern:

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Dr. Alyssa L. Provencio
McLoud, OK

Alyssa L. Provencio, PhD

104



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julie . ”>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

Hello,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story
with the pre existing condition, asthma is a fairly common tale. My asthma is an expensive condition to have
for having bad genes. | exercise, | do not smoke, | am of average weight. | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Julie Herro

La Crosse, Wisconsin

102



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jessica Craven NI

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: healthcare

Dear Sirs and Madams,

| oppose the Graham Cassidy bill with every fibre of my being. To push through a plan that will affect 1/6th of our
economy with no CBO score and no meaningful debate is insane. People | know with chronic diseases will lose their
coverage. Some of them wil! get sicker and maybe die earlier. Others will go broke trying to care for their children or
parents. States—especially mine--will be unable to provide medical care for the poor. The country will suffer widely. All
of this so that you can keep a promise to a small portion of voters who hate Obamacare? If the premiums of the ACA
seem high, just wait until you pass this horrorshow of a bill. EVERYONE agrees that premiums, especially for people with
pre-existing conditions, would double and even triple. Is that compassionate conservatism? What are you thinking?

Go back to the drawing board WITH THE OTHER PARTY and find a way to fix the ACA. it’s already in place, most
Americans love it, and your other plan sucks.

Thanks,
Jessica Craven

Los Angeles, AC 90065
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : John DiFrancesco
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments ’
Subject: Comments on GC

This bill is not "health care reform." It is a thinly-veiled tax cut for the very rich, paid for with the lives
of the poor.

It is a crime against humanity. Its sponsors and supporters should be charged with attempted human
rights violations.

It should not, and must not, pass.
Sincerely,

John M. DiFrancesco
Epping, NH

929



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wright, Kevin (Finance)

David Forbes-Watkins <( NN
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:59 PM '
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

“received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

David Forbes-Watkins

G
I

Hastings-on-Hudson, New York 10706

18




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janet NelsonW .
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:09 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Affordable Care Act

My daughter relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.
She suffers from PSTD and will incur increases in her insurance premiums if she can find coverage at all.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Janet Nelson

Clive, 1A
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Erika Opper ‘

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

| am writing to express my opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill. | am very concerned that block grants to states would allow
them to drop current protections for people with pre-existing conditions or allow insurance companies to charge significantly
more for those people. Both my daughter and my sister suffer from recurring, severe migraines and my sister is suffering with
serious kidney disease. Without the protections provided by ACA, their insurance coverage would be prohibitively expensive.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Health care is far too complex and
critical to be decided in the bill currently being rushed to a vote.

Thank you for your attention,
Erika Opper
San Francisco, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

3
From: Alexis Brunner 4
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:17 PM
To: : gchcomments
Subject: Public testimony for Graham-Cassidy hearing.

To Whom it May Concern:

The Graham Cassidy bill would devastate my family. My 6-year-old daughter has Type 1 Diabetes. Type 1
Diabetes is lifelong, life-threatening autoimmunity that my daughter could have done nothing to prevent, and
cannot change through lifestyle or diet. She was diagnosed at age 3. She will die without 24/7 access to
medical care. : |

The Graham Cassidy bill risks putting affordable, quality care out of reach for families like ours with pre-
existing conditions. Families caring for individuals with special needs are already financially strapped because
care requirements of children greatly limit employment options. Removing the protection of insurance
coverage for kids like mine who are already fighting a lifelong uphill battle against Type 1 Diabetes, or -
any disease on a daily, hourly basis just to stay alive is unacceptable and inhumane.

Please take action. Please show compassion. Instead of passing this deadly bill that would destroy my family
and my daughter’s future, work to shore up insurance markets and improve healthcare systems for all.
Thank you,

Alexis Haley

New York, NY 10025



o T

Wﬂht, Kevin (Finance)

From: missy rosefiberry m

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:17 PM
To: 4 gchcomments
Subject: ACA

I am my family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

The ACA is not perfect. But repealing it ONLY because the Republicans will lose face if they don't, and doing
ANYTHING regardless of the consequences, is reprehensible.

[ would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Melissa Rosenberry

Webster, New York



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Lindsay Chestnut (I NENRGTRENIEDED

Sent: ‘ Frida%, September 22, 2017 6:09 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments
Subject: NO GRAHAM-CASSIDY!

To the Esteemed Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

My name is Lindsay Chestnut. I am a proud citizen of the United States. And I need you to hear my
story:

For years, I taught at a public high school in Baltimore, MD. I liked my job, but it took everything I
had. The long hours, the workload, the poor building condltlons the challenges faced day-in and day-
out all left me exhausted stressed, sick, and—very qulckly—depressed But one of the benefits of
being a teacher is that I had health insurance. It was one of the many reasons why I stayed year after
year, even though my physical and mental health continued to suffer.

I thought about leaving the profession several times, especially once my work environment turned
toxic, but there was always this nagging question, “What would I do for health insurance?”

When the Affordable Care Act passed in 2010, it was like a breath of fresh air. Freedom! Finally, I could
get health insurance regardless of my employer.

In 2014, when most of the ACA’s provisions came into effect, I left the classroom. I got a full-time job
I actually enjoyed and signed up for Obamacare. For one year, I was totally and completely happy. I
became a kinder, more relaxed person. I became a healthier person——both physically and mentally. I
didn’t have much, but I had peace of mind.

-

That all changed in 2015, when I moved to Louisiana. My partner had gotten his dream job, so I
followed him down to New Orleans, where we were both excited to start our new life together.

At first, it was great...until I couldn’t find a job. Months of searching and applying left me with
nothing. I got discouraged and my depression worsened. I knew I needed help, but since I was now a
resident of Louisiana, I could no longer use my insurance. Finally, after several months, I found a few
part-time positions, making just enough to pay most of my bills. None of these jobs provided any sort
of benefits, so I applied for health care through the Marketplace, as I'd done before.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Miri Day Hindes <_ *

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:16 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: no on graham Cassidy

dear committee

i rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | have breast cancer in
remittance. because of my a a | have had excellent health care. we have a small family business. we would not be able
to afford healthcare without it. i would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
please

sincerely,

Miri hindes

| —
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: e
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable health care.

My son has psoriasis with arthritis. If he loses his health care due to a pre-existing condition, he will end up
declaring bankrupitcy due to exorbitant medical bills. This would be an adversity difficult to rise above not to
mention its sending a wrong message to someone who prides himself in paying his bills.

I would like to see a bipartisan bill to improve the ACA rather than repeal it.

Respectfully,

Elllen Schufreider

Green Valley, Arizoa

Sent from my Galaxy Tab® A
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

[ S

From: Rich Kacmar <. >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Kill the Gramm-Cassidy bill

This bill has nothing to do with health care and everything to do with cutting taxes to give the tax breaks to the
top 1% and stroking Trump's ego by negating another of Obama's legacies. If legislators truly cared about
providing quality affordable health care to Americans, they would use regular order to arrive at a bipartisan
agreement that would withstand the vicissitudes of changing legislatures. This bill affects nearly one-sixth of
the U.S. economy and there will no opportunity before a vote is taken to get an informed report of the

consequences. This is madness.
Kill the bill.

Richard Kacmar

L
San Diego, CA 92105
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karin Burger <~>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT repeal the ACA

Our family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Here in the state of California, the Affordable Care Act has been a
huge success...because unlike some other states, California has taken full advantage of the Medicaid expansion offered
by the ACA, and worked to make affordable insurance available to all Californians. The states in which the ACA is “a
disaster” are the ones who rejected the federal Medicaid expansion and chose to make their own residents suffer instead
of taking advantage of how the ACA works. I vehemently oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Karin Burger

Petaluma, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa K... < >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

My family and I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

10 years ago, my husband was laid off when the company he worked for went bankrupt without warning. We had 2
little kids, with the typical ear infections, colds and viruses that go with early childhood and a fairly benign history of
doctor visits. We were turned down for health insurance because of these "preexisting conditions" which were, in
essence, kids who needed a doctor's note to return to school following common childhood illnesses contracted from
school mates. Thankfully, we were able to avoid major medical catastrophes (like the need for antibiotics) until he
was again gainfully employed with benefits. But when the Affordable Care Act came, it gave us a huge feeling of relief
because it meant we would never again need to go without insurance.

Now that they are older, those kids have developed a few ongoing conditions...all relatively benign (mild asthma that
has never needed anything beyond an inhaler, migraines requiring a doctor's note to take ibuprofen at school, anxiety
disorder) and yet because they are ongoing conditions, they would potentially be considered pre-existing and preciude
us from insurance arg medical care. I have Celiac Disease...which means I'm perfectly healthy if I follow the diet;
and yet%hat simple label means I can't get life insurance on the off chance I stop the easy to follow guidelines. I can't
imagine that medical insurance would be any more lenient.

I've met people who are newly insured under the ACA and afraid to use their benefits freely because if the bill is
repealed simply having been to the dr may affect their ability to get reinsured. Can you imagine developing a
symptom and simply suffering because getting better and being out of pain isn't worth the risk of losing insurance for
"something really bad" down the line?

My family is lucky. We are truly blessed when it comes to our limited medical needs. And yet; without the affordable
care act we would no longer be guaranteed the right to pay a reasonable rate for medical insurance and care. The
ACA isn't perfect, but it's a million times better than what came before; and much better than any of the alternatives
that have been proposed thus far. Besides, the effects of previously uninsured people suddenly having access to
medical care and coverage haven't even had a time to stabilize and show the long term benefits of a society that
takes care of ALL it's members, not just the healthy ones.

Everyone deserves easy access to medical care. When you're hurting, when your child or loved one is hurting,
figuring out how to gain access to medical care (and asking whether their life and comfort is worth the financial cost)
should be the absolute last thing on our minds.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Lisa Govorko

Santa Clara, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julia Prem 4N -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Hearing

To Whom it May Concern,

[ rely on the Medicaid that I have been gifted through the ACA and because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. 1
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Julia Prem

e

Hudson, NY
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: I

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidy

To Whom it May Concern,

My beloved family and friends rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. |
am so frustrated with the stubborn, senseless treatment of the ACA which, while not perfect, is at least a step in the
right direction. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Shawn Michael
Chicago, lllinois
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Oleta Danforth (NN >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments
- Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market. ’ '

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

! am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mrs. Oleta Danforth

Lincoln, AR 72744
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) - o
From: Christopher Isaac <RI

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:59 PM
To: ' - gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing

Graham-Cassidy Bill Hearing
September 25, 2017
Christopher Isaac

5703 Carnation Avenue
Portage, IN 46368

Ladies and Gentleman of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments regarding the proposal
before you. Nine years ago | started my first job after graduating

college. Two years ago while driving to work, | suffered a seizure with no
discernible cause. | now need to take pills twice a day, for the indefinite
future, to keep the symptoms in check. The thought that pre-existing
conditions can now be waived depending on the state legislature fills me
with dread. We have already seen what happens when states are given the
choice. Some states will decide to waive these protections just as some
states decided not to expand Medicaid.

For the rest of my life, | will have to take into account what state I live in if
this amendment were to pass. This will severely limit my economic
opportunities going forward. The reasoning that governors will not use
these waivers is absurd as if this was the case, the waiver provision would
not have been added to the law.

Additionally requiring states to guarantee "adequate” and "affordable”
replacements do not solve anything. These are relative terms that do not
apply equally in all situations. My brother who makes approximately half of
my salary does not have the same definition of "affordable” as | do. This will
be the same for millions of citizens around this country. - -

It is my hope that ,eéch of you Willn take into account .Vt_he wel'l-béing of every
person in this country and vote according to the principle of justice for all

that this country was founded on.
i 15



Thanks,'
Christopher
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anne Fogarty <~>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill

To Whom It May Concern:
My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. We have several pre-
existing conditions in our family, and my husband and | both work in freelance capacities. The ability to buy insurance when
we need it, without worry as to what might be rejected, has been very helpful to us. | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Anne Fogarty
Chicago, IL



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Cheryl Hillsdale <quuu————. -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:49 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NO to Graham-Cassidy. Improve the ACA don't repeal it

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My history with
pre-existing conditions, including arthritis and chronic pain along with the increasing unaffordability of
insurance in the individual marketplace is why | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve
the ACA, not repeal it.

Cheri Hillsdale
Bloomington, MN



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jennie Kem‘werer

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:49 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: OPPOSE GRAHAM-CASSIDY

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Healthcare is not a
luxury and too many people would lost out if this bill were passed. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort
to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Kemmerer

Los Angeles, CA]
Jennie Kemmerer

"Try to be a rainbow in someone else's cloud." ----Maya Angelou



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mb ?»
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:49 PM

To: gchcomments .
Subject: Healthcare - graham Cassidy

| rely on quality and affordable healthcare. | had healthcare thru my employer for 30 years but due to downsizing | have
gotten insurance thru the ACA most recently. There is no way | can afford to access healthcare that's $500 or more a
month. Please don't repeal the ACA. My life and others depend upon it. I'm not on medications but do have a
preexisting condition that requires me to have annual checkups to detect early signs of cancer. Without ACA, | wouldn't
be able to checkups or procedures if required. '

Sent from my iPad



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kristina McNaught i

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care for all!

In regards to the Graham-Cassidy hearing,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare.
Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Pre-
existing conditions cannot exclude people from healthcare
or make obtaining it unaffordable. A health care bil} that
is "bad" for sick people does not perform its duty.

I am a healthcare provider and I would like to sec a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

Sincerely, Kristina McNaught, PA

Berkeley, CA
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rosalyn Dewey ‘RN >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 1:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Hearing Monday the Graham - Cassidy Bill

My family and | oppose the Graham-Custody Proposed Legislation.
We were a young couple married 5 years, working long hours to buy a home.

We settled for a 2brm condo because | was pregnant. Our son decided to come early despite nutrition classes, no
smoking or drinking, no late nights, and some exercise. In other words nothing we could have planned and paid for.

He was in neonatal for 11 days. A wipeout financially, had we not been covered with Insurance!! There were no caps. It
was an astronomical bill! I'd never seen so many zeros.

Insurance saved us. Doctors and staff saved Jonathan. It was touch and go for 5 years. Today, he the youngest Dr to be
published in the AMA, published multiple times. He's an accomplished physician at Emory mentoring many other young
Doctors. The debt to society is repaid.

My point is Insurance saved our marriage, our dreams for us and our children.. And now, rather than being trapped in an
endless cycle of low-paying jobs and poverty, we each give back with joy to our respective communities.

It's been more than 40 years ago, but my heart broke all over again, when Jimmy Kimmel shared in tears the story of his
son.

Please consider how our Nation is affected by insurance when you are vulnerable and young! Taxpayers give it to you
because it allows for successful lives and work.

What will our Nation look like in 2026? You're deciding millions of futures; which, will in turn determine our Nation!
Thank you for considering a little more.

Yours Truly,

Rosalyn Dewey, MS
Retired Family Therapist
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeannette Schreiber <SR >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:59 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009; the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporaﬁons pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jeannette Schreiber
L
.

San Jose, California 95123
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Wrig ht, Kevin (F.i_r_'n_ance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Oles <_>

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:35 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

1n 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

o fécéivéd dozens of hearin.gs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Mark Oles
SN

Aurora, lllinois 60502



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

e R
From: Sonya Weaver
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:34 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: The Graham-Cassidy bill

The ACA has benefited me and my family a great deal: it has allowed us to afford good quality healthcare. We are both
self-employed, and before the ACA took effect, our options for health insurance were very limited and we could not
afford good coverage. | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill, as | have opposed all other efforts to repeal the ACA. | would
like to see a genuine bipartisan effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Sonya Weaver
Belmont, Maine

13



Wright, Kevin (Finange)

From: Noah Pestana

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:34 PM
To: : gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Members of the Finance Committee:

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. It pulls much needed
funding from the states, does nothing to address the growing opioid epidemic in the country, and will price
millions out of health insurance.

My story with is I have had cystic fibrosis my entire life, it has been a struggle for my family to afford the meds
I needed when I lived at home and even harder since I moved away. The ACA have me hope, I could finally
reliably afford medication and could breath. Because of this, I could work more often and was eventually able
to pay for my own insurance. But i know that o am lucky many people will not have that chance unless they
have access to reliable insurance. This bill does not do that, it will force millions to decide between food and

medicine and that crushes my soul.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. I am tired of the damn
infighting do your job.

Sincerely,

Noah Pestana
Brookline MA 02446
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

To:

Subject:

Jennifer Mayor < >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:35 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an -

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jennifer Mayor
N
L )

West Glover, Vermont 5875
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) |

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

carlos acuna <

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:35 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also. hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S.‘ taxes.

In. 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an -

embarrassment and outrage giVen the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

carlos acuna

El Centro, California 92243
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Tomaselli <X -

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:35 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an
embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay

their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Paul Tomaselli

__

Salinas, California 93906



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finanée)

From: Cheryl Meadow <~>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:35 PM
To: " © gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy Bill

To Whom it may Concern:

I am on Social Security Disability as is my adult autistic son. My husband has diabetes and heart disease. Our family relies
on quality, affordable healthcare as should all Americans.

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. It is the worst bill yet. Hurts anyone with a pre-existing condition, caps coverage, and
hurts the most vulnerable and disenfranchised citizens of our country. There has been no CBO review, no bipartisan

hearings, no transparency...! could go on.

| think the ACA was a great first step. It is not perfect, and needs to be improved. | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve it, not repeal it.

Respectfully,

Cheryl Meadow
Lexington MA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kamela Lise < i >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No Graham-Cassidy Bill!

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
mother lives with MS, my husband is a type 1 diabetic and my father was just diagnosed with cancer. It is
hard enough coping with these diseases themselves, let alone the stress of worrying about coverage.

We are not "consumers" of healthcare. We are human beings trying survive. We don't need "choices." We
just need care. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Kamela Koehler Brown

Minneapolis, MN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear US Senate,

Rosemarie (Rose) Derry <N NNNNGNGGG—_G

Friday, Septémber 22, 2017 6:09 PM
gchcomments
VOTE no on Graham-Cassidy - Protect Medicaid

The Graham-Cassidy proposal is an egregious attempt to take away health care from children and adults with
disabilities and other vulnerable populations. It would devastate the state budget for health care in
Massachusetts. [ urge you to oppose this proposal. My son Owen has Autism, without Medicaid to cover his
therapies I don’t know where we would be. Life would be drastically different, he may not even have ever
learned to communicate. He was diagnosed at 6 years of age, he was soiling himself, biting and lashing out at
others, it was a terribly difficult time. He is now 14 years old, he has a full scale IQ of 136, he is a freshman in
High School and doing wonderful. We owe it all to the specialists that worked and continue to work with him.
Specialists that are paid in part through Medicaid. Please vote no on Graham-Cassidy.

Thank You
Rosemarie Derry

Worcester, Ma
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

-,

From: Margaret Sallee <—1> -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:09 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Concerns about the Graham-Cassidy Bill
Good Afternoon,

I'm writing to express my concern about the Graham-Cassidy Bill. Like millions of Americans, I rely on quality, affordable
healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I am currently 20 weeks pregnant with twins and have read that
the new bill would raise premiums by $17,000 for pregnancy care. Read that again. $17,000. That's abhorrent, given that we
rely on pregnancy and childbirth to renew the human population. I understand that people have concerns with the ACA. No
healthcare bill is perfect. But instead of gutting its protections, there needs to be bipartisan Congressional effort to improve it,
not repeal it. Millions of people are literally counting on you. Please don't turn healthcare into a political battle.

Margaret Sallee
Buffalo, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julianna Shapiro <j
-Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:16 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families refy'on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mrs. Julianna Shapiro

14



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Richard Bass <

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:47 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

This latest version of what Republicans claim is a health care bill is just another sham. It has
nothing to do with health care except that it does away with Obamacare with nothing specific
to replace it. It's the same old, tired deception retitled, and its only purpose is to make it
easier for the super-rich to get even richer, at the expense of the poor and middle class.
They're really not fooling anybody any longer, and this nonsense needs to stop. The Senate
needs to reject this now and not let it come back. There are so many things that need to be
done for this country, I'm sick of seeing time wasted on Republicans trying to soothe their

wounded, inflated egos.

Richard Bass

|
Uaa———

Hampton, Connecticut 06247



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Deborah Conway i >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Deborah Conway

New Lenox , lllinois 60451



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anthony Buda i

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’'s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.
Anthony Buda
will

Boston, Massachusetts 02128



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Katrina Hanson <N

Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My wife has had
type 1 diabetes since childhood, a disability and a preexisting condition that would cost us thousands of dollars a month
out of pocket. Without affordable health insurance, we couldn't afford the insulin she needs to survive. She would only
survive a few months without this medication. Because of ACA, she was able to get affordable health insurance when
she needed it most, and she is able to live a normal and productive life as a public high school teacher. I would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Katrina Hanson

Oakland, CA 94608



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rose Bostaph

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’'s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.
Rose Bostaph

Healdsburg, California 95448



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Catherine Beaver

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage givén the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Catherine Beaver

Mena, Arkansas 71953-8411



Wri

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ht, Kevin (Finance)

manijeh khabar <A >

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:54 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

manijeh khabar
TR

Van Nuys, California 91411



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ludwik S. Szymanski

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ~ Graham-Cassidy Bill

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need,
| write in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA
repeal efforts that came before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its
residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to achicve
over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By
overturning protections for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential
health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between the cracks — especially the most
vulnerable.

Ludwik S. Szymanski, M.D.
Associate Professor of Psychiatry
Harvard Medical School

Boston, MA



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda McEachronTaylor < -
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Linda McEachronTaylor

Tucson, Arizona 85746



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ofelia Rabassa *
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-

‘profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Ofelia Rabassa
Rt
T

New York, New York 10023



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Comander, Jason <( R, -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Hurt, Nikki (Markey); Pearson, Beth (Warren)
Subject: oppose Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in opposition to the
Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill has the same flaws as the ACA repeal efforts that came before. My home state has
worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many of the gains that we have worked hard to
achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overtuming protections for patients
with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too many patients between tho
cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Furthermore as Senator McCain pointed out, this bill is being considered without knowledge of its consequences (CBO evaluation), and
without bipartisan input, which is an irresponsible way to make policy and leads to instability in the future. '

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan approach toward
stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Sincerely,

son Comander M.D., Ph.D.
Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary
Harvard Medical School
Ocular Genomics Institute

——

—

Mass. Eye and Ear Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual(s) addressed in the message above. This communication may contain sensitive or confidential information. If you are not an intended
recipient, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you believe you have received this e-mail in error and
the email contains patient information, ptease contact the Mass. Eye and Ear Compliance Line at 844-815-4401. If the ¢-mail was sent to you in error
but does not contain patient information, please contact the sender and delete the e-mail.

70



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Raymond McElroy

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:34 PM
gchcomments v

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

l urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. lt’s\also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Raymond McElroy

Hughson , California 95326
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Fi_ngnce)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ann Rice IR

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:34 PM
gchcomments ,
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE heaﬁng is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Ann Rice
L

Fremont, CA, California 94536

20



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pat PESCOD ?p
Saturday, September /3, 2:34 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings"and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’'ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Pat PESCOD
]
L]

Southampton , New York 11968
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wright, Kevin (Finance)

Robert Villanueva *
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:34 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of heérings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Robert Villanueva

Chicago, lllinois 60634

18



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
P S

From: ‘ W
Sent: Saturday, ember 23, 2017 2:46 PM

To: ' gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy debate comment

Good afternoon,

| am extremely opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill. I've been lucky enough my whole life
to have healthcare through my parents’ work - and now healthcare through my own work
as a teacher. But I've also experienced health issues. | have broken bones and needed
surgery, and my sensitive skin developing painful rashes every few months has led to

many doctor visits. But I'm extremely lucky, compared to other
Americans who are dealing with chronic and serious ilinesses and
disabilities, and who can only afford these bills thanks to the ACA.

| can't imagine the terror that millions of my fellow Americans

are experiencing today, knowing that their state might be able to
price them out of affordable insurance, or impose a lifetime cap on
their - or their child's - medical care. Thousands will die. Thousands
of families will go bankrupt. We are better than this.

We need bipartisan work to improve the ACA, not a last-minute
sham of a bill passed through just to get a political win. How could
senators in good conscience vote on this bill when they have no
idea what impact it will have on the economy, or how many

people will lose health care? No CBO score should mean no vote.
Period. If the senators pushing this bill actually cared about helping
people, they would do this carefully and out in the open.

Sincerely, Charissa
St Paul, Minnesota

25



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Beth Barmack <“>

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:55 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Obama repeal

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with pre-existing
conditions is that | am a cancer survivor as is my husband, | would suffer terribly under the proposed Graham-Cassidy bill
. 1 would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Beth barmack
Los Angeles calif.

Beth Barmack L.C.S.W.

. Ca. 9

www.BethBarmack.com



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:55 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care Graham/Cassidy Bill

Let's not lie to the American People about what is in the Graham Cassidy Bill.

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill.

My niece is 17 years old with Type 1 Diabetes (a pre-existing condition). Without affordable health
care she could face the inability to get insurance, or only be able to obtain insurance at a premium
that would put her health and her financial future at risk.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

M. D. Glazer
-Skokie, IL.



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Martello < NN >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:58 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

.In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of héarings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE heafihg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Michael Martelio

A
A

Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39564
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Wri«_; ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

janice mcintyre 4 TREENEGGRGEGE
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:58 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not péid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

janice mcintyre
O

Tustin, California 92782
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Daphna Mitchell NI

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:58 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE heéring is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Daphna Mitchell

Brooklyn, New York 11201
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carly Moore <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:16 PM
To: ‘ gchcomments

Subject: Public testimony submission

| rely on access to quality, affordable healthcare through the health insurance offered by my employer. We can't risk
losing the employer mandate, and we can't risk the narrowing of qualifying essential health benefits for the sake of
state-level "efficiencies" that will likely result from this disruptive, unpredictable change. We can't let patients who
rely on Planned Parenthood for essential services, sometimes without nearby alternatives, wait for

treatment. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

S?F\cerely,
Carly
&

San Francisco, California

12



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Muriel Roberts

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

Please do not repeal the Affordable Care Act. Do not leave 32 million Americans without health insurance. If
the law needs changes, that should be done. But wholesale repeal would be a terrible disaster for the country.

Muriel R. Roberts

Pocatello ID 83201
O
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russell Ziegler

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearihgs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Russell Ziegler
L

Downers Grove, lllinois 60516

17



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

EDWARD G. MRKVICKA <R -

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of'he'ari'ngs and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

EDWARD G. MRKVICKA

FORT ATKINSON, Wisconsin 53538-1942

16



Wrig ht, Kevin (Fil:l_ence)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

will Noling

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE heaﬁhg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Will Noling

I
.

Brooklyn, New York 11225

15



From: frank cahill < -

Sent: _ Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health care

| oppose the Graham Cassidy bill. | urge a bipartisan effort to make health care available to all at a lower price.
Thank you,
Pat Cahill

Romeoville, IL. 60446

14



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Wise <N

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

-In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

John Wise

VN
R

Mesa, Arizona 85201

12



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

0 A

From: Mark Hixon NN >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:53 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: _ _ Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mark Hixon

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lydia Kihm 4 >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Republicans -

Please help serve your American constituency so they have reliable, quality, affordable healthcare similar to what your families
have.

Fix the ACA, do NOT repeal it.
Lydia Kihm
Minnetonka, MN

17



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Suzanne Garverich ~>
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:52 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Improve NOT REPEAL

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
story with pre-existing conditions is | would not get the care | need to able to access the
quality of care and the same medications | currently have that has afforded me to not only
have a quality of life today, but to thrive mentally and physically if the Graham-Cassidy bill
passes. Not to be alarmist, but this would inevitably mean death for me. | would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Suzanne Garverich
Jamaica Plain, MA

19



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carla Hess < j >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
gchcomments

" Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

" it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE‘heari'ng is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Carla Hess
S

Haiku, Hawaii 96708
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cynthia Gefvert <

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

Please look out for us average Americans rather than rich folks and corporations. This latest
version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating working
families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans. Also,
hidden in the Graham-Cassidy bill is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-profitable medical
device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which it has not paid a

dime in U.S. taxes.

“In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

_embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Cynthia Gefvert

—-——»

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87120
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Greg LeRoy <N >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hea‘rin'g is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Greg LeRoy

Santa Barbara, California 93110

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

craig figtree <IN, >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also. hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

craig figtree
U

chicago, Illinois 60614

12



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Geoff Dutton dutton RN >

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:46 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The Graham-Cassidy bill is a corporate putsch on the health care system enabled by
members of Congress who thrive by industry collusion and peddling disinformation to the
people. Please resist this obvious ploy to remove adult supervision from health care and
health insurance that would leave 32 or more million Americans uninsured, decimate
Medicare, send costs for health care skyrocketing for families and state governments, and
bless medical device manufactures with a $20B kiss-off of their expatriated profits.

Democrats: Reject Graham-Cassidy and embrace single-payer insurance—if not Sen.
Sanders' version or Sen. Conyers, reintroduction of H.R. 676's, then craft something better

yourselves if you care for health care reform, real reform.

Geoff Dutton dutton

S
.

Belmont, Massachusetts 02478

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Karen Henning 4NN -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:14 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose GC Healthcare bill’

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would be
financially ruined if this bill goes into effect.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Karen Henning

Belchertown, MA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: todd layton <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:22 PM *

To: gchcomments

Subject: (SENDER VALIDATION FAILED --- May not have originated from apparent sender )

Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is conéidering eliminating by
ﬁpassmg the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, ahd inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits.

| am single dad of a young man with a Neurofibromatosis Type 2. | doubt you have ever heard of this disease. Itisvery
rare form of cancer where due to a genetic deficiency he develops tumors on his brain and nervous system. |am not
looking for a handout or entitlement. | am not an internet troll. | am veteran (22 years in Army and Army reserves) who
works hard, pays taxes, goes to church, works with homeless and right now is a very scared dad. if you pass this
legislation and my lifetime caps kick in then how will | keep my son alive? What do 1do? |understand all the political
words and do not want a stock political answer about Obamacare either way. | want you to tell me what will I do if
lifetime caps kick in?  Will you let me go back in military at 57 so | can get on military care? | honestly do not know
what | would do.

| am a real person with a really sick kid. You would like him. He is funny, smart and going to college now although he is
deaf in one ear, partially deaf in other, blind in one eye and 20% blind in other eye. But he is good kid - wants to study
medicine. Goes to Gordon College in Mass. Good kid. He is a real person too. We are not numbers or news
headlines. We are people who will be left standing in scary spot if there lifetime caps. But if you feel politically that you
must introduce this legislation then please give me an escape route .path back into military or someway that | can get
more care through some type of earning program. | already work 70 hours but I will give you another 70 digging ditches
if that keeps my son alive.

This bill would also allow insurers to discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon
their health status, thus pricing them out of the market.

Please prayerfully consider opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan. If not then tell me what | can do to keep my son alive. |
am not looking for a handout or entitlement. | will earn my way.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mr. todd layton

manchester, NH 03'103



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rick Schroeder <~>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:12 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: health care bill

Hello -

I urge the Senate NOT to pass the Graham-Cassidy bill. What we need is a strong bi-partisan effort to improve
the ACA, not repeal it.

Thanks,
Rick Schroeder

Lake Elmo MN 55042
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Deb Tirone %
Saturday, September 23, 45 PM

gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting $0 many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hééring is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Deb Tirone
Y
.

New York, New York 10003
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jessica Vaughan “>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:22 PM
To: - gchcomments
Subject: Keep the affordable care act!

My family, some friends and many coworkers rely on the care provided by the Affordable Care Act. Because of this, I
oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Without the ACA, many of the people I care about most would be completely unable to
afford the care and meds they need - they'd basically be left out in the cold. I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional
effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

The first iteration of the ACA was a necessary start toward improving the healthcare system in the US and it should be improved upon rather
than discarded altogether. Let's embrace the concept of launch and iterate in this country so that we may learn and improve over time rather
than discarding ideas and concepts wholesale. This is how great progress is made.

Sincerely,

Jessica Vaughan



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eileen Gawrys

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:47 PM

To: : : gchcomments '

Subject: testimony re: Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal
Aloha,

| am a Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner and non-Hodgkins lymphoma survivor. As a provider and a survivor | have
experienced first-hand the importance of primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention. Health care is a right and all
humans deserve this right. All women deserve easy access to cervical cancer and breast cancer screening. For some
unfathomable reason, the men in the GOP are committed to stripping Planned Parenthood of fundmg without a clear
idea of Planned Parenthood’s role in preventative health in communities.

The States may claim intention to protect patients but have no accountability. Patient protections can be disregarded.
The focus of Paul Ryan and the GOP in getting rid of Medicaid is a form of Eugenics which is only thinly disguised.
Health rights are as important as Civil Rights. Disability Rights. Human Rights.

Stop this Proposal.

Mahalo nui loa,

Eileen gawrys

L

Ewa Beach, HI 96706



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Andres <N

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:56 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy Hearing

I was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1995, while I was employed. When my employer decided to change
insurance providers, I knew the new provider would not be required to cover my pre-existing condition.
Subsequently, thanks to President Obama and the ACA (which the Republican Party now seeks to repeal),
women like me no longer had to fear we would lose our coverage for pre-existing conditions. I do not
understand why the Republican Party wants to remove this protection. I can only assume it is because you are
beholden to your campaign donors, not to the people you claim to represent (the people who pay for your own
great health insurance coverage).

Sincerely,
Susan Andres

Los Angeles, CA 90042



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Angela Nolan <}

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:33 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Angela Nolan

S
N
Yuba City, California 95991-5817

"3



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Mm gordon Keith

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:33 PM
“gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week's ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mm gordon Keith

W

BuenosAires
Sahuarita, Arizona 85629
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: q on behalf of Liz Fraley ~>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:22 PM :

To: ‘ gchcomments
Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy

A good friend living in Southern California told me recently that she was glad that if her husband had to get terminal
cancer and die, it was during Obamacare. She shared details of financial outlay over the years of his treatment. He
had- horrible insurance with a high deductible (over $6k) and not once did they make it past February before he
reached the deductible limit. Radiation treatment cost: $50k; 3 runs of chemo $22k-$50k per week for a 4-week run;
Surgery to get more of the tumor: $100K; Cost of pain meds: $120K per month, every month, for 18 months; 6
months in hospice: $100K. They would have spent at least $1M if not for the ACA. In fact, without the ACA, his
insurance would have been canceled at diagnosis. And then his cancer would have been a pre-existing condition
and not covered by any future insurance. Even if it had not been canceled, he would have hit the lifetime cap (under
ACHA which was better than what Graham-Cassidy proposes) about a year before he died. Graham-Cassidy is a
terrible proposed law that's literally going to kill people, faster and horribly.



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronald C Faas

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:45 PM .
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Ronald C Faas

Santa Maria, California 93455
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marion Loewenstein

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:45 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Marion Loewenstein

New York, New York 10040
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Betsy Mueller

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:33 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Betsy Mueller

]
]

Richmond, California 94804
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theresa Bugnato

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:33 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitéble medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

‘received doze‘nsbf héarings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Theresa Bugnato

o
Yuba City, California 95991
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Holly Woodhull < >
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:33 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

_In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It’'s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Holly Woodhull

]
el
g

25



To:
Subject:

Bruce Cohen

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:50 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Bruce Cohen
R

pahoa, Hawaii 96778




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Holly <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:21 PM
To: A gchcomments

Subject: No to Graham Cassady

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My .
father is on disability after working for 26 years in a meat packing plant, and getting injured on the job, he
relies on affordable care. My son had multiple ear infections as a baby, I was told before the ACA that he
had preexisting conditions and we had to pay a higher premium because of this, even though he hadn't
had an ear infection in 15 years. I want like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA,
not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Holly Bahr

Noblesville, Indiana

14



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kate MacDonald <

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:51 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GC Bill

Good afternoon,

I urge you NOT to repeal any aspect of the Affordable Health Care system, as it provides so many of our
citizens with access to health care they wouldn't otherwise receive. What's good for all is good for all.

Thank you,
Kate MacDonald
Oakland, California

Kate MacDonald
Resonrce Specialist
Havens Elementary School

x
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Russell Se

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:45 PM
gchcomments ' , -
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating %
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.

Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

~In 20089, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,

received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Russell Se

Guilford, Vermont 05301

26
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

T

From: Emily Kenney <Wp>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:22 P

To: gchcomments
Subject: The ACA helps REDUCE Costs

Good evening,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the potential repeal of the ACA through the Graham-Cassidy
bill.

My understanding is that one of the pieces in this bill is to use block grants to distribute Medicaid to states.
What this does, in effect, is put a cap on how many Medicaid dollars can be spent instead of spending them
when they're needed.

In order to collect Medicaid, currently, an agency must bill for it and justify the use of the funds in particular
activities. As a former case manager, I submitted my client case notes monthly to Medicaid along with the time
that I was billing. My case notes were then vetted and it was determined whether or not my agency would get
reimbursed for the activities that I did or not. Medicaid funds are monitored and given purposefully and
strategically; they are not simply handed out.

The use of Medicaid dollars toward case management actually helps reduce costs overall in other areas. For
-example, as a case manager I worked with individuals who, prior to case management, had a high utilization of
detox facilities and jails, neither of which fully billed Medicaid. The costs for those facilities come from local
taxpayer dollars, and without Medicaid funds to provide case management, my clients might continue to utilize
more expensive care at a high rate.

Wisconsin has had a healthcare system similar to what the ACA requires of Medicaid for years prior to the
ACA, and our Governor Scott Walker has praised it as an effective way of providing healthcare. Making
Medicaid or Medicare available to all who cannot afford private health insurance is cost-effective, person-
centered, and shows results. I urge you to consider this when evaluating our federal healthcare system.

Thank you,
Emily Kenney, LCSW

Wauwatosa, WI 53213



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Moen, Sierra Marie M>

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:21 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: graham-cassidy

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | have chronic pain
and have improved 90% in the past year because | can access healthcare. Why do you want me to be in
pain? Act like grownups! | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal
it.

Sincerely, Sierra

Duluth, MN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Neena Nizar

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for Iife-sustéining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care. '

l.am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Neena Nizar

Elkhorn, NE 68022
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mera Wolf <

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:37 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

“In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE héarihg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

Mera Wolf

Albuguerque, New Mexico 87108



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jill ganassi <—>
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:37 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
reCeived dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hear'ihg is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

jill ganassi

QR
—

tuckahoe, New York 10707



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: v Christa Brelsford <G >
Sent: . Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:32 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy is bad for America’s Economy

| rely on quality, affordable healthcare. | lost my right leg at 25 in a natural disaster in another country - this is
an expensive pre-existing condition. 1 am also a professional academic scientist. | would like to start my own
business someday, based on the scientific ideas I'm developing right now. However, | cannot walk without
quality, reliable prosthetic care, and if Graham Cassidy passes, without a functioning ACA exchange, | will not
risk starting a business and losing my employer sponsored health care. Similarly, the Graham Cassidy bill
makes no guarantee that the protections in place for coverage of pre-existing will remain. | would like to see
a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Christa Brelsford

Oak Ridge, Tennessee

35



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: P
Sent: ursday, September 21, 2017 4:14 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Feedback about the bill

First, there should be no vote until the CBO report. To do anything else is flatly irresponsible. Yes,
I know about the deadline.

Second, whatever you pass should have one other element: It should be federal law that senators,
representatives, their spouses, their children and their parents all be required to divest themselves of
their current insurance and be forced to accept the insurance in whatever bill they pass.

Third, it's obvious, of course, but the health care bill as promulgated has an element that not only
damages the poor but aids the wealthy. The latter element has absolutely no rational justification
for being in the bull in terms of reforming the health care crisis -- other than attracting campaign
contributions. It is unconscionable.

Fourth, even those who supported the Affordable Health Care Act acknowledge it has problems
that need fixing. So here's a revolutionary concept absent since the days of Gingrich: bipartisan
crafting of proposed legislation, containing compromises and common ground. Wow, what a
concept!

Wm. F. Hirschman

——
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ryan Burbey :
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

Whether you are Republic, Democrat or other, you must oppose and tell your Senator to oppose the Graham-
Cassidy healthcare bill. This legislation will crash insurance markets throughout the country, destroy rural
hospitals and worsen the partisan rift in Congress. Here are simple reasons why no Senator should support
this bill.

1. It violates regular order in the most egregious manner possible. Health Care represents nearly 20% of GDP
currently. This bill has had zero hearings, zero public input and has not been scored by the CBO. Congress must
return to regular order to solve the challenges that face our country.

2. This bill will strip healthcare from millions of Americans, mostly women, children and those in extreme
poverty by removing the medicaid expansion. It literally defunds healthcare for children. Whatever your
politics, surely you believe that the USA should provide healthcare to all children.

3. This bill will deepen the partisan divide. The medicaid expansion repeal is combined with a shift to block
grants which will uniformly benefit "Red" states over "Blue" states. This will result in millions of poor families
who live in inner cities losing coverage. Senators from "Blue" states will seek to block all legislation benefiting
"Red" states moving forward as retaliation.

4. The block grants established by this bill do not have mandatory adjustments for inflation and cost increases.
This will result in a reduction in coverage for everyone over time and an increase in costs as folks who are
unable to get preventative care must again seek urgent or emergency care. _

5. This legislation eliminates required coverage for individuals with pre-existing conditions. Millions of our
most vulnerable citizens, including any child who is born pre-mature or has a genetic disease will never be able
to get coverage.

6. Eliminating the healthcare subsides will crash the market as millions of Americans can no longer afford
coverage. Insurance rates are stabilized by maintaining large pools. The smaller the pool the higher the rates.
7. The idea of state control over healthcare runs counter to the basic logic of large pools to stabilize rates and
counter to the long GOP advocated concept of selling insurance across state lines. .

8. Rural and small community hospitals and medical facilities will close due to the loss of viable coverage by
the citizens they serve.

We need a bipartisan solution to our healthcare system. It should incorporate all viable ideas which reduce
cost and provide basic coverage to all Americans. This solution must be developed through a process of

hearings and input following regular order. Regular order does not mean one harried hearing right be for the
vote. The American people deserve better than this flawed, harmful bill. '

Any Senator who votes for this legislation should never be elected again.

Respectfully,
Ryan Burbey
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ned Redmond gl ettt
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:14 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it will not only reduce
funds for our most vulnerable citizens in MOST STATES significantly, it will remove the consumer protections that have

saved so many lives since The Affordable Healthcare Act began.

Listen, | know this is just a political thing. Republicans and their mouthpieces have told voters for years that the ACA is
worse than toxic so that they have a reason to keep you in office--to fight these imaginary enemies. Don't do the
political thing. Do the right thing for your constituents and keep them alive.

Ned Redmond

19139

]
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: MelissaBoyd32 -

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:14 PM
To: gchcomments

My name is Melissa Boyd. I live in West Virginia. My nephew was born with severe mental disabilities.
Making cuts to medicaid would disasterous to his health and well being. He is on several medications, one of
which costs $300 per month. Without medicaid, i would not be able to afford his medication. And the end result
would be that my nephew would have a seizure, and possibly die. Is that what you all really want to happen?

Powered by Cricket Wireless
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anne Loeffler

Sent: _ Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because nobody knows what
the bill says. The CBO has not had enough time to score it so we have no ided of Lthe impact on our finances or the health
of our public. | am a senior citizen and cannot afford to pay extra money because | have pre-existing conditions, am a
woman, and over 65 years of age. At some point, | may need Medicaid. Is it going to be available to me or will our state
be underfunded. | note that PA has just had a credit downgrade due to poor financial decisions of law makers. Can | trust
them to be wise regarding any unregulated block grant given to the State? This is bad legislation. Fix the ACA and let's
get on with healthy living. Stop playing games with the health of our nation.

Anne Loeffler

17311
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From: Kevin Burrows

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Kill the Graham Cassicy bill.

The Graham Cassidy bill is a flawed heartless piece of legislation that will end up hurting Americans.
I implore all Republicans supporting it to show a shred of decency and kill this lame attempt at saving face.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Heidi Mastrogiovanni SN

Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
gchcomments

info@kamalaharris.org
Graham-Cassidy Bill

"At long last, have you left no sense of decency?"
- Attorney Joseph Nye Welch to Senator Joseph McCarthy

This was considered to be the turning point which led to the end of the evil that was McCarthyism.

Please, let the defeat of the cruel and evil Graham-Cassidy Bill be the end to the selfish and unethical attempts to repeal
healthcare in the United States. My husband and | would either be dead or bankrupt without the ACA.

How does any elected representative who wants to take healthcare away from millions of people sleep at night? Why
does the American public not deserve the same government-provided healthcare that senators and congresspeople

have?

If this bill passes, people will die. That is not hyperbole. There will be blood on your hands if you allow this to pass.

Sincerely,
Heidi Mastrogiovanni
Los Angeles, CA 90039
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: MaryCatherine Lowery

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it leaves those who
are the most vulnerable with no access to healthcare or unable to afford healthcare. We need to protect those with pre-
existing conditions, our children and elderly and those of very low income. They need access to healthcare that is within
their means.

MaryCatherine Lowery

19403

JEREE
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Senators:

Thelma Thelma ClementsM

Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:13 PM

gchcomments

(SENDER VALIDATION FAILED --- May not have originated from apparent sender )
Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because my mother is 74
years old and she has ovarian cancer and renal failure. She has dialysis three times a day and should this bill pass | am

afraid it will affect her care.

Please consider if this was your immediate family member that was in need of healthcare that would protect them from
the high cost of insurance copays and fees.

thank you.

Thelma Thelma Clements

19013

e
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amelia Ehrens gyl >

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because this bill is pure
garbage, even worse than the previous 3 travesties the GOP has attempted to push through. You can't take away health
care from millions of people, take away protections for people with pre-existing conditions and be able to charge
women insane amounts just for giving birth. What kind of monsters are you? This isn't the kind of society anyone should
want to live in. You have to do better and be better.

Amelia Ehrens

19130 '

o
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Megan Ward o

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because My family would be
devasted by the destruction of the ACA.

| have a 28 year old son who is very seriously ill with schizophrenia. He is unable to work and is on disability.

| am terrified that he would be on his own without insurance. A man with schizophrenia and no employment options
would never be able to be insured with out the ACA protecting all of us.

Megan Ward

19083

“ i
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon O'Brien

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: : Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:
[ am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because ....

I have friends with children on the autism spectrum. The services they receive sre essential for their ability to succced in
life! | have family members with cancer! They will not be able to pay for their care! This bill is cruel and impacts our most

vulnerable!
Sharon O'Brien

18974
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: phil klassner *

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:13 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because .there is no
guarantee for pre existing conditions and | believe that a large number of needy individuals will not be covered. Improve
the system we have now. Don't tear it down just to say " see. | told you we could repeal it" The individuals who want to
see this repealed do not care at all about the population that rely on this coverage, LEAVE IT ALONE. THIS IS GETTING
OLD....

phil klassner

19027
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ‘ Tyler, Brenda

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
To: ' gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

| am writing to express my concern regarding the Graham-Cassidy bill and the devastating impact it will have on
individuals with disabilities. | am the parent of a young man who relies on Medicaid and the services it provides to be a
contributing member of the community in which he works and lives. | beg you to put aside partisan politics and focus
on the personal cost this bill will inflict on the lives of the most vulnerable members of our society.

‘Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill!
Thank you for your consideration.

Brenda Tyler

This e-mail message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it s addressed, and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us
immediately by reply email to Connect@principal.com and delete or destroy all copies of the original message and attachments thereto.
Email sent to or from the Principal Financial Group or any of its member companies may be retained as required by law or regulation.

Nothing in this message is intended to constitute an Electronic signature for purposes of the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act
(UETA) or the Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act ("E-Sign") unless a specific statement to the contrary is
included in this message.

If you no longer wish to receive any further solicitation from the Principal Financial Group you may unsubscribe at
https://www.principal.com/do-not-contact-form any time.

If you are a Canadian resident and no longer wish to receive commercial electronic messages you may unsubscribe at
https://www principal.com/do-not-email-request-canadian-residents any time.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Julie Frederick o REGG——
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote No on HR 1628

Julie Frederick

Kalispell, MT 59901

September 21, 2017

Dear Senate Finance Committee - GCH Comments,

The Graham-Cassidy Amendment (H.R. 1628) is a disaster for disabled Americans. It imposes cuts to Medicaid in the
form of block grants, which will force States to cut home and community based services which support the lives and
liberty of disabled people, as well as the elimination of the Community First Choice program that provides in-home
personal assistance services for individuals with disabilities.

Here in Montana we are already facing severely debilitating budget cuts at the state level and we cannot afford to
undergo further budget reductions! The American people have already spoken loudly against the cuts that Graham-
Cassidy imposes.

Right now in Medicaid, home and community based services are "optional" which means States are not required to
provide them. Prescription drugs are "optional.” Durable Medical Equipment such as wheelchairs are "optional." As
Graham-Cassidy cuts Medicaid funding over time, States will pare down these ' 'optional” services, which are very much
necessary for disabled people to enjoy the liberty which the Constitution promises to all Americans and that allow states
and the federal government to serve individuals with disabilities in lower-cost care settings in the community rather
than in costly nursing homes or other institutional settings.

Republicans did not win office by promising to cut Medicaid and destroy the lives of disabled people. Indeed, President
Trump promised the opposite, that Medicare and Medicaid would not be cut under his administration. the Graham-
Cassidy bill goes out of its way to cut Medicaid services that disabled people and seniors rely on to live our lives.

Please vote against the Graham-Cassidy bill (H.R. 1628) and any legislation that cuts Medicaid home and community

based services, which millions of people with disabilities have no choice but to rely on in order to survive let alone
participate in their communities or even be employed, tax paying citizens.

Sincerely,
Julie Frederick
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: , Gianine

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

PLEASE- for all senators- VOTE AGAINST THIS HORRIFIC AND DRACONIAN BILL. It will literally kill
people. We will all be watching - to see who votes for this. Listen to the majority of Americans- MEDICARE
FOR ALL.

Get Qutlook for Android
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Irene Taurins i R

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because my daughter, who
has a precondition according to insurers, was unable to obtain health insurance before the ACA. | do not want us to go
back to those very bad days. Please be kind and vote no on the Graham-Cassidy Bill.
Healthcare should be a right for all.
Thank you for your consideration.

lrene

Irene Taurins

19096

55



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Ellen Waite

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

| am strongly opposed to the Graham Cassidy healthcare bill!!! Please work on a bipartisan effort for a long-term fix to
our nation's healthcare!!! Thank you. Mary Ellen Waite

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Dawn Schneider

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO!

To Whom It May Concern;

I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to this bill for a number of reasons, one primary one is the elimination of
protection for preexisting conditions. I cannot believe we continue to even bring up this stupid, cruel idea.

Do not endanger the health of Americans by voting for this bill!
Thank you,

Dawn Schneider
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Rachel Kessler g

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:11 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it is not morally
sound. The ACA has never been perfect, however, it did what it needed to do to help. What needs to be done now to fix
it is not to repeal it, but to fix what’s broken and help stabilize the market. Every bill put forward kicks millions of people
off their insurance and leaves our most vulnerable citizens stranded. Between cuts to Medicaid, and high risk pools, this
bill is a disaster. My daughter relies heavily on the Medicaid expansion granted by the ACA. She is 4 years old, and has
severe allergies and asthma. Without insurance, we’d be paying over 1400.00S a month in medication. She just wants to
be a normal kid and live a normal life. She loves dance, and soccer, and these medications make it possible for her to
enjoy without worry. Why shouldn’t she be able too? If this bill passes, you will be killing my child.

Have you ever known what it’s like to-not be able to breathe? A voluntary action that our bodies do naturally for us, my
daughter struggles with. I've watched her turn blue and gasp for air. Have you ever had to watch your chiid have a
seizure? If you have, I'm sorry, | wouldn’t wish it on my worst enemy. A simple cold for her can be deadly. We learned
how vulnerable she truly is when she got sick last year, not long after her diagnosis. She seized on the couch, without
warning, and when she woke, she couldn’t breathe. We went to the hospital twice that week. We are lucky. She is under
the best care at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. It is because of them that she is stable, and surviving. What
would we do if | could no longer take her there? What if she no longer had access to the medications that allow her to
breathe? What has she ever done to deserve that? She’s 4. Her life is just beginning. Let her grow up to change the
world. She wants to be a doctor when she grows up, and | know she’d be great at it.

We need to guarantee healthcare to all of our citizens, regardless of income, regardless of pre existing conditions.
Healthcare is a human right.

Rachel Kessler

19007

o
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Angela Tate g
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:10 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Medicaid and Affordable Care Changes

Please do not move forward with legislation that could result in block grants, per capita Medicaid, making essential
benefits an option for states and insurance coverage not being mandated. We live in the richest nation in the world and
spend more on healthcare than any other country. There must be a better solution that would result in all having equal
healthcare regardless of income. Our nation was founded on the beliefs of equality and making people “earn”
healthcare is not equal trealment. People and employers should not be respounsible for healthcare, our governiment
should. If we increase taxes to do so | am all for that and in turn would have less out of pocket costs myself. Whata
great life it would be to not have to worry about paying for healthcare or someone in my family getting sick and we are
suddenly destitute. Please do not move forward with current legislation and come up instead with something that
provides equal healthcare for all.

Angela Tate
afnotsecure

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail communication and any attachments may contain confidential and
privileged information for the use of the designated recipients named above. The designated recipients are
prohibited from re-disclosing this information to any other party without authorization and are required to
destroy the information after its stated need has been fulfilled. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure,
dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited by federal or state law. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone at (417) 886-0404, and destroy
all copies of this communication and any attachments. Be aware that (1) e-mail is not a secure method of
communication, (2) any e-mail that is sent to you or by you may be copied and held by various computers it
passes through as it goes from us to you or vice versa, (3) persons not participating in our communication may
intercept our communication by improperly accessing your computer or our computers or even some computer
unconnected to either of us which the e-mail passed through. If you have consented to receive email from our
agency and you change your mind, please let us know as soon as possible by calling the telephone number
above. CONFSTATEMENT
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nsterios

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill is not in the best interest of the American People

Please do not continue to increase the unhealthy stress being placed on many Americans by pushing through this highly
partisan, non-transparent, hastily conceived bill. It should be telling that so many medical associations, doctors,
insurance companies, the AARP, and a multitude of concerned citizens are against this bill.

Despite Senator Graham's slatement, "Al Lhe end of the day, this is the only process left to stop the march towards
socialism” any informed individual who is not self-delusional, or trying to delude others, knows 1-this is not the only
process to improve access to healthcare in the United States and 2- we are not marching towards socialism (look up the
definition). This is simply partisan, tendentious nonsense.

Everyone in this country, especially those like myself who do not receive employer sponsored health insurance, will be
greatly impacted by your votes. We are already impacted by the ongoing strain‘and stress your continued attempts to
repeal and destroy a system that has improve access to healthcare for hundreds of thousands of your fellow Americans.
| find it impossible to fathom how none of you have a family member or friend who has benefitted from the ACA. Please
be assured that | will actively and generously support the opponents of all of you who vote for this bill, or any bill, which
takes away what so many rely upon for basic health care.

Stop marching the American public further down the road of the worst healthcare outcomes and insurance system in
the developed world and start engaging in a regular, ordered process to provide thoughtful, intelligent guidance to
improve the ACA now.

Nikki Sterios

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Rosaleen Doherty

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:32 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey)

Subject: Graham Cassidy- Not good for American Workforce or Older Americans

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am the owner of a senior home care agency that employees 500 health care workers and serves about 800
seniors every week. Many of them are on Medicaid

We write to voice our extreme opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal. We are very
discouraged that instead of continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the strength
and stability of the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward
a proposal that will:

Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase health care
coverage; '
"« End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

« Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time and threaten care for millions of
Jow-income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift massive costs and risks to
states; '

e Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’ efforts to
address the current crisis of drug overdose deaths

« Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

« Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the

majority of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security
of millions of Americans including older adults, low-and moderate-income families,
people living with disabilities, veterans and people with preexisting conditions. It does
nothing to improve affordability or availability of coverage for consumers and will likely
result in approximately 665,000 Massachusetts residents losing coverage by 2027 and
will undermine the financial stability of our health care system and place additional fiscal
strains on our state budget.[1] Below we’ve laid out in more detail our concerns with this
proposal and the devastating impact it will have on consumers.

Eliminates programs that serve as a lifeline for low- and moderate-income families.

This proposal takes away secure coverage from millions, and replaces it only with the possibility of inadequate
and temporary coverage. It ends the ACA’s successful Medicaid expansion, which has extended coverage to
nearly 12 million newly eligible low-income adults. It also eliminates the ACA tax credits that 10 million low-
and moderate-income people rely on to afford coverage in the individual market. Although it replaces this
funding with a block grant to states, the proposal offers no guarantee that states will provide an alternative
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affordable coverage option to former enrollees - and indeed the block grant is inadequate to pay for comparable
benefits. From 2020 through 2026, block grant funding would be at least 7% ($95 billion) below projected
spending under current law, including a $5-$8 billion loss in federal funding to Massachusetts.[2] Regardless,
the block grant ends in 2027, leaving states and former enrollees with no help whatsoever. We do not believe it
is likely that Congress would reauthorize additional funds for these programs at a later date, because the funds
would no longer be in the baseline of the federal budget. Congress would therefore have to identify and
reauthorize a new funding stream — something that would be extremely difficult, if not impossible.

Threatens care for low-income seniors, children, consumers with substance use disorders and people
living with disabilities.

This proposal also threatens the care of millions of low-income seniors, children and people living with
disabilities who relied on the Medicaid program even before enactment of the ACA. By capping and slashing
funding for the traditional Medicaid program by 12% (81,079 billion) between 2020 and 2036, the per capita
cap will force Massachusetts to cut payments to health care providers and health plans, eliminate optional
services, and restrict eligibility for enrollment - all of which could restrict access to important health care
services for Medicaid enrollees.

No eligibility category would be immune to the impacts of these cuts. Since children make up almost one-half
of the Medicaid beneficiaries, they cannot possibly be protected if cuts of this magnitude are enacted. Cuts to
Medicaid would also leave consumers with substance use disorders without access to the most effective
treatments for addiction and to life-saving overdose medicine. And seniors and people living with disabilities
would also face painful cuts, since Medicaid is the primary payer for long-term services and supports.
Community Based Services - the services that keep people with cognitive and physical impairments home and
in their communities - are “optional” in Medicaid. The fiscal pressure created by per capita caps will likely lead
states to cut back on these services, forcing seniors and people living with disabilities out of their homes and
into institutions for their care. And the burden will likely hit communities of color especially hard, where
Medicaid enrollment is especially high.

Pushes massive new costs onto states.

All states, including Massachusetts, would take on new risks and costs because this proposal converts the
overall Medicaid program into a per capita cap. Under this proposal, the federal government would cap its
payments to states for most enrollees, and those caps would grow more slowly than actual Medicaid
expenditures, leaving Massachusetts with insufficient funding to meet its current obligations. In addition, states
would be fully exposed to any unexpected health care cost increases, such as from a natural disaster, an aging
population or medical innovations. The per capita cap alone would reduce federal Medicaid spending by 12%
($1,079 billion) by 2036.

On top of those cost shifts, the 31 states that expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act will be at risk
for far deeper cuts. This proposal ends all federal matching funds for the Medicaid expansion in 2020. Some of
the funds that the federal government would have spent on Medicaid expansion get rolled into the block grant,
but the block grant doesn’t make up for Massachusetts’ losses because the block grant is inadequate overall, the
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formula favors non-expansion states (it redistributes funding from expansion to non-expansion states), and it
ends entirely in 2026, leaving states with no funding to replace the lost expansion funds.

Because federal dollars for Medicaid account for about 20% of state budgets, FitchRatings “believes substantial
Medicaid cuts would require states to make material budget adjustments over the next decade and
beyond.”IAnd by pulling coverage from so many, this proposal would drive up uncompensated care costs on
local communities, state budgets, safety net providers, and hospitals.

Increases premiums and out-of-pocket costs and destabilizes the individual market.

By repealing the individual mandate and eliminating advanced premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions,
this proposal would drive up premiums and cause insurers to exit the ACA’s marketplaces. As we know from
previous CBO projections, repealing the individual mandate alone would increase the number of uninsured
individuals by 15 million and cause premiums to increase by 20 percent. Furthermore, by replacing the
financing of the ACA’s financial assistance with a block grant without any guarantee that states would direct
their temporary block grant funds toward financial assistance, this proposal puts Massachusetts residents who
currently rely on financial assistance at risk for sharply higher out-of-pocket costs and coverage loss.

Beyond the impact of this proposal on individuals, insurers currently selling in the Health Connector would face
extreme uncertainty. Because this proposal allows states to change the market reform rules under the ACA and
because there are no requirements or standards on how states must use the block granted money, insurers would
likely face completely unpredictable risk pools. To make up for this uncertainty, insurers would likely impose
large premium increases to protect themselves from unpredictable claims costs or choose to exit the
marketplace completely. This means that consumers who purchase coverage on the individual market would
likely have fewer coverage options, much higher premiums and no guarantee of financial assistance to shield
them from the increasing out-of-pocket costs.

Eliminates critical consumer protections.

This proposal allows states to eliminate one of the most popular and important consumer protections under the
ACA - the prohibition on charging higher premiums based on a person's health status or a preexisting condition.
This means that in states that choose to eliminate this requirement, insurers could charge individuals with even
relatively mild pre-existing conditions thousands of dollars above standard rates to obtain the same coverage as
someone without a preexisting condition. Additionally, this proposal allows states to waive the requirement that
insurers cover essential health benefits including mental health services, substance abuse treatments and
maternity care. This could lead to discrimination against segments of the population (e.g., older adults, LGBT
community) or consumers with specific chronic conditions (e.g. mental health or substance use disorders). For
example, this could return us to a time when insurers only covered short-term, minimal treatment for mental
health or substance use disorders, if they covered it at all. Before the ACA, almost half of plans in the individual
market excluded addiction treatment. '
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Lacks transparency and opportunity for meaningful input.

We believe that everyone should have a say in the decisions that affect their health. With only one hearing
scheduled days before a possible vote, and without a full CBO score to properly evaluate the budgetary and
coverage loss impacts, it is impossible to have an open and deliberative process that would allow for a true
evaluation of and meaningful input on the policies in this proposal that would affect millions of people and one
sixth of the US economy. We encourage a return to “regular order,” as requested by many members of the
Senate and supported by the American public, which would require the opportunity for stakeholders, including
industry experts, providers, consumers and state policymakers to weigh in.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
health care proposal. This legislation would have extremely detrimental impacts on millions of Americans and
hundreds of thousands of Massachusetts residents. We are hopeful this legislation will not move forward.

Sincerely,

Rosaleen Doherty

Salem, MA 01970

Template Letter: Senate Finance Committee Hearing on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

We write to voice our extreme opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal. We are very
discouraged that instead of continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the strength
and stability of the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward

a proposal that will:
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« Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase health care
coverage;

« End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

e Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time and threaten care for millions of
low-income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift massive costs and risks to
states;

o Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’ efforts to
address the current crisis of drug overdose deaths

« Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

« Resurrect - and worsen - the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the
majority of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security
of millions of Americans including older adults, low-and moderate-income families,
people living with disabilities, veterans and people with preexisting conditions. It does
nothing to improve affordability or availability of coverage for consumers and will likely
result in approximately 665,000 Massachusetts residents losing coverage by 2027 and
will undermine the financial stability of our health care system and place additional fiscal
strains on our state budget.[1] Below we’ve laid out in more detail our concerns with this
proposal and the devastating impact it will have on consumers.

Eliminates programs that serve as a lifeline for low- and moderate-income families.

This proposal takes away secure coverage from millions, and replaces it only with the possibility of inadequate
and temporary coverage. It ends the ACA’s successful Medicaid expansion, which has extended coverage to-
nearly 12 million newly eligible low-income adults. It also eliminates the ACA tax credits that 10 million low-
and moderate-income people rely on to afford coverage in the individual market. Although it replaces this
funding with a block grant to states, the proposal offers no guarantee that states will provide an alternative
affordable coverage option to former enrollees - and indeed the block grant is inadequate to pay for comparable
benefits. From 2020 through 2026, block grant funding would be at least 7% (895 billion) below projected
spending under current law, including a $5-$8 billion loss in federal funding to Massachusetts.[2] Regardless,
the block grant ends in 2027, leaving states and former enrollees with no help whatsoever. We do not believe it
is likely that Congress would reauthorize additional funds for these programs at a later date, because the funds
would no longer be in the baseline of the federal budget. Congress would therefore have to identify and
reauthorize a new funding stream — something that would be extremely difficult, if not impossible.

Threatens care for low-income seniors, children, consumers with substance use disorders and people
living with disabilities. '
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This proposal also threatens the care of millions of low-income seniors, children and people living with-
disabilities who relied on the Medicaid program even before enactment of the ACA. By capping and slashing
funding for the traditional Medicaid program by 12% ($1,079 billion) between 2020 and 2036, the per capita
cap will force Massachusetts to cut payments to health care providers and health plans, eliminate optional
services, and restrict eligibility for enrollment - all of which could restrict access to important health care
services for Medicaid enrollees.

No eligibility category would be immune to the impacts of these cuts. Since children make up almost one-half
of the Medicaid beneficiaries, they cannot possibly be protected if cuts of this magnitude are enacted. Cuts to
Medicaid would also leave consumers with substance use disorders without access to the most effective
treatments for addiction and to life-saving overdose medicine. And seniors and people living with disabilities
would also face painful cuts, since Medicaid is the primary payer for long-term services and supports.
Community Based Services - the services that keep people with cognitive and physical impairments home and
in their communities - are “optional” in Medicaid. The fiscal pressure created by per capita caps will likely lead
states to cut back on these services, forcing seniors and people living with disabilities out of their homes and
into institutions for their care. And the burden will likely hit communities of color especially hard, where
Medicaid enrollment is especially high.

Pushes massive new costs onto states.

All states, including Massachusetts, would take on new risks and costs because this proposal converts the
overall Medicaid program into a per capita cap. Under this proposal, the federal government would cap its
payments to states for most enrollees, and those caps would grow more slowly than actual Medicaid
expenditures, leaving Massachusetts with insufficient funding to meet its current obligations. In addition, states
would be fully exposed to any unexpected health care cost increases, such as from a natural disaster, an aging
population or medical innovations. The per capita cap alone would reduce federal Medicaid spending by 12%
($1,079 billion) by 2036. :

On top of those cost shifts, the 31 states that expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act will be at risk
for far deeper cuts. This proposal ends all federal matching funds for the Medicaid expansion in 2020. Some of
the funds that the federal government would have spent on Medicaid expansion get rolled into the block grant,
but the block grant doesn’t make up for Massachusetts’ losses because the block grant is inadequate overall, the
formula favors non-expansion states (it redistributes funding from expansion to non-expansion states), and it
ends entirely in 2026, leaving states with no funding to replace the lost expansion funds.

Because federal dollars for Medicaid account for about 20% of state budgets, FitchRatings “believes substantial
Medicaid cuts would require states to make material budget adjustments over the next decade and
beyond.”!And by pulling coverage from so many, this proposal would drive up uncompensated care costs on
local communities, state budgets, safety net providers, and hospitals.
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Increases premiums and out-of-pocket costs and destabilizes the individual market.

By repealing the individual mandate and eliminating advanced premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions,
this proposal would drive up premiums and cause insurers to exit the ACA’s marketplaces. As we know from
previous CBO projections, repealing the individual mandate alone would increase the number of uninsured
individuals by 15 million and cause premiums to increase by 20 percent. Furthermore, by replacing the
financing of the ACA’s financial assistance with a block grant without any guarantee that states would direct
their temporary block grant funds toward financial assistance, this proposal puts Massachusetts residents who
currently rely on financial assistance at risk for sharply higher out-of-pocket costs and coverage loss.

Beyond the impact of this proposal on individuals, insurers currently selling in the Health Connector would face
extreme uncertainty. Because this proposal allows states to change the market reform rules under the ACA and
because there are no requirements or standards on how states must use the block granted money, insurers would
likely face completely unpredictable risk pools. To make up for this uncertainty, insurers would likely impose
large premium increases to protect themselves from unpredictable claims costs or choose to exit the
marketplace completely. This means that consumers who purchase coverage on the individual market would
likely have fewer coverage options, much higher premiums and no guarantee of financial assistance to shield
them from the increasing out-of-pocket costs.

Eliminates critical consumer protections.

This proposal allows states to eliminate one of the most popular and important consumer protections under the
ACA - the prohibition on charging higher premiums based on a person’s health status or a preexisting condition.
This means that in states that choose to eliminate this requirement, insurers could charge individuals with even
relatively mild pre-existing conditions thousands of dollars above standard rates to obtain the same coverage as
someone without a preexisting condition. Additionally, this proposal allows states to waive the requirement that
insurers cover essential health benefits including mental health services, substance abuse treatments and
maternity care. This could lead to discrimination against segments of the population (e.g., older adults, LGBT
community) or consumers with specific chronic conditions (e.g. mental health or substance use disorders). For
example, this could return us to a time when insurers only covered short-term, minimal treatment for mental
health or substance use disorders, if they covered it at all. Before the ACA, almost half of plans in the individual
market excluded addiction treatment.

Lacks transparency and opportunity for meaningful input.

We believe that everyone should have a say in the decisions that affect their health. With only one hearing

scheduled days before a possible vote, and without a full CBO score to properly evaluate the budgetary and

coverage loss impacts, it is impossible to have an open and deliberative process that would allow for a true

evaluation of and meaningful input on the policies in this proposal that would affect millions of people and one
19



sixth of the US economy. We encourage a return to “regular order,” as requested by many members of the
Senate and supported by the American public, which would require the opportunity for stakeholders, including
industry experts, providers, consumers and state policymakers to weigh in.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in strong opposition to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
health care proposal. This legislation would have extremely detrimental impacts on millions of Americans and
hundreds of thousands of Massachusetts residents. We are hopeful this legislation will not move forward.

Sincerely,

Salem, MA 01970

[1] Center for American Progress, “Coverage Losses by State Under the Graham-Cassidy Bill to Repeal the ACA”,
hitps://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthgare/news/201 7/09/20/439277/coverage-losses-state-graham-cassidy-bill-repeal-aca/.

[2] Avalere, “*Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Bill Would Reduce Federal Funding to States by $215 Billion”,
httos://www.americanproqress.orq/issues/healthcare/news/ZO17/09/20/439277/coveraqe-losses—state-qraham-cassidv—bill-repeal-aca/.

[3] “Fitch: Latest ACA Bill Includes Medicaid Repeal and Replace Provisions for States”,
https://www_fitchratings.com/site/pr/1029238.

Rosaleen Doherty
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Terry Sturmer

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:34 PM
To: gchcomments _
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because ....

There has not been enough research into the effects of removing the ACA. Dealing with preexisting conditions was one
of the best features of the ACA. AND improving and expanding the ACA and giving access to affordable health care
should become a national priority not the misguided promises of some campaign. Why should afford able healthcare be
limited by the profits of ,insurers? Time for single payer.

Terry Sturmer

19064

R,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

5 _
From: Dorie Chamberlain N
Sent: v Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: I oppose Graham Cassidy

I am writing to tell you how terrible Lhis bill will be. Why does the GOP want Lo Lake away health care for so many whu
now have come to depend on it. You seem to be happier destroying the ACA than making it work. This is a terrible bill
that will only cause harm to many. | may perhaps put money in the pockets of the few and very wealthy. People do not
deserve to become bankrupt should they become ill. The bill lies about preexisting conditions not being eliminated - if
you can’t afford to pay for insurance, it’s of no help to anyone. If your state opts out, you are ruined. Please, please fix
what we have - make it work - fix the higher premiums that were caused by improper funding of the ACA in the hopes of
getting rid of it.

Please do not pass this bill..

Dorie Chamberlain
Los Angeles CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joy Sablﬁ
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:33 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators and Representatives:
I am deeply concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill.

Devolving money to the states while allowing, encouraging, and de facto forcing states to cap Medicaid and Medicare
payments is deeply counterproductive. '

Before Obamacare, | had a friend refuse to start insulin treatment, because she also needed treatment for a slow-
healing leg injury, and couldn't afford both. A friend waited, during a stroke, hoping it would wear off, or "turn out to be
a TIA"--because "she needed to be able to afford her asthma treatment."

Frankly, someone who's in the grips of a life-altering medical problem is primed to make bad choices (especially when
there are no good ones). Multiplied by thousands of people, those choices are also bad for entire communities.

From a hard-nosed fiscal standpoint, our ultimate medical goal should be to encourage people to get essential care, and
to do it before they lose function, lose autonomy, and lose all ability to be contributing members of society. Time lost is
brain lost; disease untreated is damage done; lost brain and bodily damage are a drag on the health, wealth and
productivity of our citizenry.

Instead of ringing a death knell for our Federal programs, why not fight to let people buy into Medicare and/or
Medicaid? People are ready and willing to put their own hard-earned dollars into the system, in the name of reliability
and portability. It's inconceivable to me why we would instead treat Medicare and Medicaid as unfundable, and throw
people off of these very effective programs.

| know some Senators and Congresspeople (the ones with an "R" after their name, in particular) have an ideological
distrust of Medicare for all. They generally don't want more people's payments to come FROM the federal government,
and OUT of the taxpayer's pocket.

| know some (D's and R's, in odd combinations) don't much like the now-discarded Obamacare mandate. The idea of the
government levying fines from people who don't patronize a business is admittedly problematic. it's money coming into
the system under legal compulsion.

But why on earth would anyone disapprove of payments coming INTO the system, VOLUNTARILY, from PRIVATE
individuals?

Instead of supporting Graham-Cassidy, please work towards a Medicare buy-in option. It has broad support, and is
broadly ideologically defensible.
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Finally, if you support (for example) the Federal interstate highway system--which creates markets and increases
business-readiness of the entire US precisely because it is universal--ask yourself if a universal health care system, and a
truly healthy population would be any less of a driver of markets and business-readiness.

Joy Sabl

15208
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jeffrey Schantz @ '

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:33 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: SFC on ACA

I have crohn’s disease and rheumatoid arthritis, have had it my entire adult life. Without continued care and
access to drugs like remicade, I probably would have died by now.

Don’t return us to the days where insurers can deny you for pre-existing conditions.

And remember: One day, the ragedy happens (o you, your family, your child. On that day, your going to want
to know everything will be ok.

Make it ok. Do the right thing. Do not repeal. Do not replace.

Repair and renew.

Jeffrey Lee Schantz AIA, NCARB
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Robert W McMillan qmeenslmg—,:

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:33 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Against the Graham-Cassidy Bill

We are against the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill primarily because it compromises the guarantee of insurance for
those with preexisting conditions. We believe that Democrats and Republicans must get together and come up with a
healthcare solution that will fix Obamacare’s problems without compromising its good features.

Thanks,

Ann and Robert McMillan
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Deborah J Cornwall m

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:32 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

I'm shocked that the majority would even consider moving to pass bill that is so hostile to the true health and
welfare of the American public. This bill is blatantly political, a virtual political knife fight, that doesn't truly
consider the economic or healthcare needs of your constituents. I am a cancer survivor, and if [ weren't on
Medicare, I'd be terrified of the implications of this bill for people with pre-existing conditions. I have a friend
whose 6-year-old is a cancer survivor, and another whose 10-year-old has juvenile diabetes. Both are self-
employed and will face horrific insurance costs and risks if you pass this bill.

We deserve better and you can do better. Please move to regular order and develop a bipartisan way of
improving on our current system, rather than tossing it out and voting on a bill before we know the CBO
implications. You work for the American public, and the public deserves a more responsible and responsive
approach to restructuring the healthcare sector. There's a reason why healthcare providers and insurance
companies oppose what they know about the bill.

I beg you to do the right thing and stop forcing this through just because the clock is ticking,.

Deborah J. Cornwall
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bruce Nelsen

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:32 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GCH Comment

« People with disabilities rely on Medicaid, and the per capita caps and cuts included in Graham-
Cassidy will jeopardize our health, threaten our independence, and put lives at risk.

« The Medicaid cuts in Graham-Cassidy will limit access to home and community-based
services, which will result in more disabled people and older adults being forced into costly
institutions. '

« Allowing states to waive protections for people with pre-existing conditions will make coverage

unaffordable for many - and many of those are people with disabilities.
Also, share your personal story! Tell them how Graham-Cassidy will impact you personally!

Kind Regards
Bruce Neisen

Whitefish Bay, WI 53217
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Stephanie Cartwright ”

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:32 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

This bill is not good enough for the American people.

e We need a bill that uses the combined purchasing power of all the state to reduce healthcare cost. There
by allowing more people to pay their own way.

o Preexisting conditions must be covered.

o People must be covered without limit.

The purpose of the Federal Government is to protect the American people. We are more likely to die from
health related issues and accidents than terrorist. Please get your priorities in order and come up with a
healthcare system as strong as our military.

A poorly written and weak healthcare will was not what we asked for when you were elected. Do it right and
don't make it worse than what we have now.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stephany Hayden <SRN

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:30 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it is terrible and will
allow millions of people to be uninsured. This cannot happen. My family needs affordable health care. We have pre
existing conditions. Do the right thing! Vote No! Fix the ACA. It can be done if you work together.

Stephany Hayden

18446

- -
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maeve Duffey

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Committee Members,

| am writing to plead with you and all the other Senators to NOT pass this bill. Its passage will hurt
SO many Americans who currently depend on the ACA and its Medicaid benefits.

| lost my job before | reached retirement age and would have NO health insurance if it were not for
the ACA! There are many of us who are just hanging on and in need of affordable insurance. And,
most of us who are older DO have pre-existing conditions and must be protected from high premiums
which translate into NO health insurance at all. We have all worked for many decades and don't
deserve to go bankrupt because of health costs. NO other country allows this to happen to its
citizens! The United States touts itself as the most prosperous country in the world, but it never feels
that way to its citizens. Only the 1% feel that, and they can afford medical bills that the rest of us
cannot.

| have heard Republican Senators lying about the disbursement of ACA funding and saying that it has
been inequitable. The ONLY reason percentages are not the same is because of states who rejected
the funding! THAT was the choice of Republican Governors, who hurt their states and now want to
hurt everyone with the implementation of this bill!

Why aren't "We, the People" considered in these decisions that impact us all? The majority of
American citizens are against the Graham-Cassidy bill and would like to see Medicare for All.....a
universal system that covers everyone equally!

So, please stop taking actions for only yourselves and your donors and start working for the people
who pay your salaries.

Fix the ACA and start turning it into universal care, so that we truly have liberty and justice for ALL!
Do not pass this draconian G/C bill.

Thank you for considering my plea, and | hope you will act in good faith for the people and the
common good.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathleen Tienstra

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:
I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it has not been
vetted by physicians, insurance companies or Democrats. This bill is being rushed through for partisan reasons and will

harm millions of Americans, especially those like me with pre-existing conditions. Do your jobs. Slow down and stop the
nonsense. You were elected to help us, not line your pockets. ‘

Kathleen Tienstra

18051
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Douglas Gunn

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:31 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because It would transfer
millions of dollars in Medicaid spending to the States. Instead of the open-ended federal share for Medicaid spending
under current law, the Federal Government would give a fixed amount in Block grants to states. Since states are
required by their Constitutions or by statute to balance their budgets, this means that in the event of epidemics; new,
expensive, medical technology; and aging populations, states would be forced to reduce benefits, payments to
providers, or transfer funds from other vital programs like education.

Douglas Gunn

19460
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Rogers '

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators: Please vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy Bill! If it passes, countless Americans will suffer and die. Read
Juhn Cassidy's piece in The New Yorker: https://www.newyorker.com/news/john-cassidy/the-graham-cassidy-bill-is-a-
potential-disaster or "Senator Cassidy, Please Stop Lying About Health Care" in The NY Times:
http://tinyurl.com/y9a52dpf | | implore you to listen to reason and think of your constituents and vote NO!

Susan Rogers
susan.vivian@gmail.com

Susan Rogers

08002
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Nancy Jones < ——

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc ASlavitt@senate.gov

Subject: Bill to repeal ACA

With each iteration of the bill to repeal the ACA, we despair more vver Lhe grievous lack of compassion demonstrated
by the bills' backers in Congress.

It is indicative of their loyalty to special interests only when they persist with the unconscionable inhumane bill, even
with the vast majority of "WE the people" being against it.

SHAME upon them.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) '

From: Erin Cramer,

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill.
| am concerned that it is being rushed.

I am concerned that it does nothing to help the American people. Further, | am concerned it HARMS the American
people.

| am concerned the Graham-Cassidy Bill is no more than just another item on a political grudge list.

| am concerned that if this bill should pass, | will have to make the choice of either going without healthcare--because
my lower middle class salary surely won't be able to cover it since | have a preexisting condition through no fault of my
own--or leaving the United States. | know | am not alone. '

We are the "greatest nation in the world" and yet we cannot take care of our own citizens? Figure this out, folks.

Erin Cramer

17603

*‘ .
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lisa Dyas gl

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy Bill

There are many aspects of the Graham-Cassidy Bill that are of concern to me, but one of my most pressing
concerns is that this bill removes checks on for-profit insurance companies. If insurance companies are not
forced to offer coverage for people with pre-existing conditions, they are not going to do it, and what they do
offer will be at exorbitantly high rates. I can't even totally hate the insurance companies because a corporation’s
only job is to generate value for their stockholders. I can, however, hold our government responsible for setting
limits. It is our government's job to stand up for the most vulnerable among us - and this bill does the
opposite.

Last year I took my son to urgent care because he was complaining of stomach pain that wasn't going away. On
the way to the doctors office he was nodding off and spiked a fever. The doctor at the urgent care facility
couldn't rule out appendicitis, and sent us to the emergency room at Oakland Children's Hospital. At the
hospital, they gave him some Tylenol, and by the time we were seen by a doctor his fever had started to come
down and he was perking up again. Just one of those things, the doctor said.

A few weeks later we got a bill from the hospital for $1,800 - we have insurance, but they had not entered a
number properly. $1,800 for Tylenol and about 15 total minutes of face-to-face time with all of the doctors and
nurses we interacted with that day. Luckily we had insurance, but what if we hadn't? We are a two income
family, and that would have hurt - it would be financial ruin for the families that I work with in my professional
life.

« We are the only developed country that does not offer universal health care - let's do better.
« Women should not pay more for health services, including pre-natal and maternity care.
e Charging premiums for pre-existing conditions is just cruel.

Finally, this whole battle to repeal the ACA is starting to feel like sour grapes. Health care for all American
citizens is a good thing. Work to make it better, but stop with the drama.

Lisa Dyas
Alameda, CA

Lisa Dyas
El e e o B s
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: : alisha jansky <

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:29 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: Pearson, Beth (Warren); Hurt, Nikki (Markey); ajansky@gmail.com
Subject: Opposition to the Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden,

I am writing to voice my extreme opposition to the Graham-Cassidy- Heller-Johnson proposal. Instead of
continuing down a bipartisan path and working on issues to improve the strength and stability of the Affordable
Care Act’s (ACA) marketplaces, the sponsors of this legislation have put forward a proposal that will:

- Eliminate the financial assistance that helps low- and moderate-income families purchase health care
coverage; ,

- End expanded Medicaid coverage that helps millions of low-income adults;

- Gut Medicaid through deep, permanent cuts that would grow over time and threaten care for millions of low-
income seniors, children, and people living with disabilities and shift massive costs and risks to states;

- Jeopardize access to life-saving and effective treatments for addiction and weaken states’ efforts to address the
current crisis of drug overdose deaths _

- Undermine essential protections for people with pre-existing conditions;

- Resurrect and worsen the devastating cuts in coverage and benefits that the American public and the majority
of Congress have already rejected.

The Graham-Cassidy- Heller-Johnson proposal threatens the health and financial security of millions of
Americans including older adults, low-and moderate-income families, people living with disabilities, veterans
and people with preexisting conditions. It does nothing to improve affordability or availability of coverage for
consumers and will likely result in approximately 665,000 Massachusetts residents losing coverage by 2027 and
will undermine the financial stability of our health care system and place additional fiscal strains on our state
budget.

With only one hearing scheduled days before a possible vote, and without a full CBO score to properly evaluate
the budgetary and coverage loss impacts, it is impossible to have an open and deliberative process that would
allow for a true evaluation of and meaningful input on the policies in this proposal that would affect millions of
people and one sixth of the US economy.

This legislation would have extremely detrimental impacts on millions of Americans and hundreds of thousands
of Massachusetts residents. Please do not allow this legislation will not move forward.

Sincerely,

Alisha Jansky
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jan Brofka-Berends ’

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:30 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it is a huge step
backwards for health care in our country. It will remove benefits from millions of Americans, and reduce access to health

care services for many more. This is an unacceptable but severe step backward.

We citizens are watching how our representatives vote for this, and we expect you to do what's right, representing our
interests and those of all Americans.

Jan Brofka-Berends

19341

:
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Maureen Lovett*

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:29 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it strips coverage
from millions of poor, elderly, needy people. Please cast a vote of no.

Maureen Lovett

Maureen Lovett

30341

50



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Gloria Ahn -

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:29 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Statement for the SFC hearing for Graham-Cassidy

To Whom It May Concern:

I'm incredibly fortunate that I was born healthy and have been healthy for the majority of my life. However, I
know that a good health is not guaranteed. I know this because 4 out of the 5 people closest to me have pre-
existing health issues. My mom has had heart surgery to replace one of her arteries with a mechanical one, my
sister has scoliosis, my boyfriend has a rare heart condition that requires him to take medicine everyday with
regular check ups, and a close friend has three different eye conditions. They are hard working American
citizens who contribute to their communities. The pre-existing conditions protections and the ban on lifetime
caps have been a vital part to them not only getting the healthcare they deserve, but also to healthcare they can
afford.

" Please do not pass Graham-Cassidy. Please do not put the lives of the people closest to me at risk. I ask that you
vote in the interest of real people, real people like my family and friends.

Thank you,

Gloria Ahn
San Francisco, CA 94107
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Regina Yann <SRRI,

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:29 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because the bill is just like
other TrumpCare bills in that it destroys Medicaid as we know it by turning Medicaid into a capped system. This hurts

children with disabilities, seniors, and even victims of natural disasters like Harvey and Irma. It also takes away funding
to help people afford health insurance through the marketplace, and it hurts states that have expanded Medicaid.

Regina Yann

19066
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Behalf of Darren Stephens <~
Sent: ThurSday, September Z1, 2017 4:28 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: ~ Graham-Cassidy is a dire, desperate, cynical and horrible piece of legislation

To Whom It May Concern,

Your name and your party (of course, the Republican party) will be tied forever to a piece of legislation that
ends protections for many people, including the disabled, children and the elderly. Millions of people will lose
healthcare and many will die.

WE WILL NOT FORGET YOU AND WHAT YOU DID TO HEALTHCARE IN AMERICA!! Your
constituents (those who are not the wealthy this is aimed at assisting) will suffer badly. They are deeply
uninformed if they support this, but once they realize the full impact of the legislation on themselves and their
families, they will look for someone to blame, and they will find you.

I OPPOSE THE GRAHAM-CASSIDY BILL TO REPEAL THE ACA!

Darren Stephens

Chicago, IL 60622
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Steven Struck

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because my mother is a
Medicaid nursing home recipient and | am someone living with a chronic pre-exisiting condition (MS). We cannot afford
to scale back Medicaid and deny millions of Americans access to affordable healthcare, and we cannot set limits on
coverage for those with chronic illnesses whose medications keep them alive and in the work force. This bill would be
devastating! '

Steven Struck

19078
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) :

From: Elizabeth Givens

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: John Givens

Subject: Please oppose the Graham-Cassidy Bill

September 21, 2017
To the Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

I write to you as the parent of a 5-year old daughter with PHACE Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder that causes
- for her - a congenital heart defect, loss of hearing, and other symptoms. She is a fierce, smart, funny and
beautiful young lady who is taking this world by storm.

She had complex heart surgery as a baby and continues to get great care - all paid for through my employer-
provided insurance. Our family of four works hard to have the resources we need to live a comfortable life. No
fancy vacations or private schools. Just good dinners at home and day-trips to the local beach. However, we
would be financially devastated if we had to bear the full cost of our daughter’s healthcare.

In your hands rests the most important decision for children like my daughter and for all people with illness in
all circumstances: whether or not to vote for the Graham-Cassidy Bill. I write to ask you to oppose this bill, but
not because I believe that the Affordable Care Act is perfect. Far from it—I believe that the ACA can, and
should, be reformed and improved upon if people of good will and conscience come together to work sincerely
to do so.

-1 ask you to oppose the bill because it will threaten the health insurance stability—and access to critical care and
supports—of all people with chronic illness and disability who currently have private insurance. '

Because the ACA requires that—no matter what pre-existing condition our children have—they have access to
health insurance, my family and the millions of others like us do not face the impossible financial burdens that
their medical bills would otherwise cause. Should the states be left with the option to be waived—or to waive
insurers—from this requirement, many of our children and their families would be faced with terrible choices

and outcomes.

The ACA has given my family and the families I know peace of mind—release from the constant anxiety about
whether the next procedure, or the next piece of equipment, or the next critical therapy, will be accessible to our
beautiful, loved children (whether little ones, or adults). Instead of managing this worry, we can concentrate on

our children and their well-being.

There is work to do to make the ACA better, to make insurance and pharmaceuticals more affordable, to
improve the efficiency of our systems. But this does not require us to act inhumanely, or to fly in the face of
what we know to be the honest, good gains of the ACA.

My daughter may not be your constituent, but today, all Americans are your constituents.

Please, think long and hard about what a vote to repeal the ACA would mean for the most vulnerable of your
fellow citizens and their families.
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I urge you to imagine the greatest good that could be achieved here instead if you put people first, and ideology
and foolhardy campaign promises to the side.

I ask you to reflect on the simple question, “What if this was my child?” and then vote “No” on the Graham-
Cassidy Bill. ‘

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Givens

Berkeley, California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: , Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:28 PM
To: gchcomments; Jim Baker

Subject: GCH Comment

As an advocate as well as an individual with a disability I am very concerned with the proposed health

care initiative and the potential impact on those individuals who rely on Medicaid to live and function in the
community. The disabled community is legitimately stressed with the uncertainty of there lives and future. I
don't believe that there concerns are being seriously taken into consideration. I further don't believe that the
individuals who will be voting on the proposed bill clearly understand the content and it's potential
ramifications to those at greatest risk. I feel this important legislative initiative needs to be vetted and clearly
understood before it is unjustly approved for the wrong or perceived wrong reasons. There are many people in
this nation who are counting on each of you to do the right thing. I therefore encourage you to vote no until you
are certain that those individuals most vulnerable are protected and those with pre existing conditions are able to
obtain and purchase affordable health insurance.

Sincerely, Thomas DeLilla

Sent from Samsung tablet
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: anne

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:27 PM
To: gchcomments

Cc: anne

Subject: "Healthcare"bill

This so-called "healthcare" bill is a despicable travesty . It would create a death sentence for the millions of
people who will no longer be able to afford insurance, medications , or the healthcare they need to survive.
This will be devastating for everyone but most especially for veterans , the poor, people with disabilities, the
very young, the elderly, and people with preexisting conditions. It is unconscionable.

The Republicans, with their alternative morals, have not devised this bill by following the accepted and usual
procedures such as bipartisanship discussions and input, hearings, and reviews. They are more interested in
lining their own pockets with bribes from insurance companies and big pharm than listening to and supporting
the people who voted them into office. Despicable!

They need to stop voting for the good of the Party and/or trump and start voting for America and it's people.
If they think this "healthcare" bill is as fabulous as they claim, then they should be forced to use it for their
healthcare and give up their "all expenses paid" insurance program.

Shame on these heartless, rapacious, lying, hypocrites.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barbara Mancill

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:26 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it does not protect
the most vulnerable among us and that is just wrong. Imagine facing a serious diagnosis knowing that you must reject
treatment because you cannot afford it. This is the most wealthy country in the world. We can do.so much better. Please

vote no!
Sincerely,

B. Mancill
Barbara Mancill

19348 _

i
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Louise Hayes

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:26 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it would cause
millions of Pennsylvanians to lose health insurance. According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, Pennsylvania would lose
over $12 billion in federal dollars between 2020 and 2026, which it could not replace with state dollars given its fiscal
situation. The state would be forced to either cut people off Medicaid, cut services, or cut reimbursement rates. None
of these is okay: all Pennsylvanians need high-quality health care.

| ask you to vote NO on any cuts or per capita caps in Medicaid, and NO on waiver authority that allows cuts in services
in Medicaid or the marketplaces.

Thank you for accepting comments on this crucial bill.

Louise Hayes

19119

—
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Laurie Tredway

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:14 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: PLEASE don't pass this bill

My son was diagnosed with Crohn's disease at age 13. He is now 24 years old and has been
dealing with changes in medications and is now having Remicade infusions every other month
which costs thousands of dollars. Without the ACA, he would not be able to afford these life-
saving methods. He would not have qualified for ANY affordable insurance. I'm afraid that if you
leave it up to the states to determine who "deserves" equal coverage for people with pre-existing
conditions, my son will suffer. Our state of Nebraska is not very sympathetic to those with chronic
illnesses.

Now, my 8-year-old granddaughter is being test for Crohn's. It just isn't fair that these young
people should suffer with inadequate care b/c they can't afford the insurance.

I beg you to reconsider passing this bill. People will, once again, be losing their homes and life
savings to pay for medical care for themselves and loved ones.

THERE HAS TO BE A BETTER WAY!

Laurie Tredway
Lincoln NE 68516
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michael Itzo R

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Healthcare

My wife and | are retired and are both on Social Security and Medicare. We still have to pay out of pocket over $10,000 a
year for medicine, hospitals and doctors. It this bill is passed, we will have to sell our home. You can't possibly approve of
this bill that will devastate and kill millions of Americans! Step into our shoes!!

Thank You
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Rau gzl

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:42 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
| have great concern it will not cover people with pre-existing conditions. Health care should be a right, not a privilege.

Thank you,
Elizabeth Rau

Elizabeth Rau

19426

126
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Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Paul Kende @il

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:42 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Comments on the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

Don't repeal/replace the ACA! The Graham-Cassidy bill is a broad-scale and deep disaster for the country —
that’s your country and mine, your family and mine. The new bill does not cover people well enough to be
called "healthcare”. It basically says: "we couldn’t care less about health". For example, "You got cancer
again? Sorry, you've hit your lifetime cap, there is no further coverage, and if you cannot afford treatment
(which only wealthiest can), just go and die”. The fundamental concept and purpose of insurance is to pool the
resources of all, to help pay for the relatively few, if and when they need it. We have mandatory car insurance,
and health insurance should work the same way, for the same reasons.

The proposed plan does not cover pre existing conditions, women’s health needs and decimates funding for
Medicare and Medicaid. And premiums will increase beyond the current astronomical rates. Approval of this
legislative proposal would inflict harm and sacrifice people's lives in the callous attempt to deliver on ill-
conceived and crassly pandering campaign promises playing to the biases of the basest part of the Republican
base.

We can all see the outlines of the disastrous outcome, but the strategy to turn the plan into law, tries to prevent
proper objective evaluation by the Congressional Budget Office, in order to avoid a storm of objections before
the vote comes. Quit sneaking legislation past the normal legislative process. The integrity-free behavior of the
congressional leadership is both shameless and shameful. Accept your responsibility and work to make
affordable healthcare a right in this country, not a privilege accessible only to the wealthy! Get input from all
sides and let the non-partisan CBO evaluate it.

Sincerely, Paul Kende
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kerry B

Sent: : Friday, September 22, 2017 1:42 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do not pass the Graham/Cassidy bill

I'm writing to express my deep concern about the proposed Graham/Cassidy bill to repeal the Affordable Care
Act.

My first request would be that Congress not to vote on a bill that would have such a huge impact without
waiting for a score from the CBO. A complete understanding of the bill's impact on Americans is needed before
a vote can happen; to do otherwise is unconscionable.

The language in the bill that loosens protections for pre-existing conditions is another grave point of concern.
My family would be directly impacted; my daughter is autistic and her treatment is covered by insurance. The
extra costs being predicted would effectively price her out of healthcare coverage -- and out of the applied
behavior analysis treatment our family relies on for her.

The drastic reduction to Medicaid funds is also worrisome, given that my disabled daughter will likely rely on
Medicaid in the future. For senior citizens and my daughter's community, this is an enormous worry.

Nothing I have read about this bill convinces me that it will bring healthcare to more Americans. Millions of
people will lose coverage. The goal of this bill is clearly not to help Americans or to improve the healthcare
system, but to pay for tax cuts.

I support repairing the ACA with bipartisan committees, not repealing it in a way that harms our country's most
vulnerable.

Please do not pass the Graham/Cassidy bill.

Kerry Blankenship
Lafayette, Indiana
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sandi Burnside

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:42 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: GrahamCassidy Bill

This bill is cruel and abhorrent. We taxpayers deserve better than this. If you are unable to look at the human
cost, think of the economic costs. This affect a huge percentage of our economy. Our nation cannot afford this.

Sandra Burnside
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrea“>

Sent: - Friday, September 22, 2017 1:42 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassity Bill

NO to this bill. It is nothing more than a political ploy to punish red states and reward blue states on
the backs of our most vulnerable citizens. It punishes women and children by denying newborn,
pregnancy and prenatal care. Prenatal and pregnancy care makes for healthy babies. Newborn
children without it are more likely to suffer birth defects. No newborn care denies treatment to infants
who need it. It denies coverage for birth control. Women don't get pregnant alone. Birth control
prevents unwanted pregnancy and results in fewer abortions. Denial of prescription drugs, rehab and
mental health coverage punishes the most vuinerable. This causes increased homeless. This bill is
an atrocity! It will increase the cost of healthcare as well as ignore prevention. Just because Congress
isn't impacted by this doesn't mean the rest of us won't suffer.

Andrea Globokar
84103

Sent from Xfinity Connect Mobile App
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ”’
Sent: iday, September 22, 2017 2:24 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Question for Graham/Cassidy Hearing

Will Graham/Cassidy require insurance companies to cover substance use disorders? It is estimated that over 70,000
Americans will die from overdose next year which is more than the amount of lives lost during the entire Vietnam war.

Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: evelyn eisenhardt W

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:23 PM
To: gchcomments
‘Subject: Stop Graham-Cassidy!

The Graham Cassidy bill is a terrible piece of legislation and will hurt many Americans. Please do the right
thing and and support working families by stopping any further progress of this bill.

Thank you, Evelyn F. Eisenhardt
Glastonbury, CT
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: oarkas

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: ACA

| want to ask you DO NOT REPEAL THE ACA.

| f you do you will have destroyed our entire medical care system for millions of Americans. Literally!

Many of us have had illnesses. Removing the ACA protections for those with "pre existing conditions" will kill or
bankrupt millions.

Removing the protections from having caps on spending will do the same.

Removing the provision that requires that a certain percentage of money must pay for actual medical care will lessen
the money available for real treatment.

There is more, but let me move on.
The ACA has slowed the increase in medical costs. They have not increased as much as they were doing before the ACA.

Check it and you'il see. .
More people now have medical care than ever before. This makes for a healthier and more productive America. This

actually saves money.
Instead of blindly following the same dumb and unsuccessful plan of "repeal” over and over, why don't you really
IMPROVE the ACA? Why don't you negotiate lower costs for pharmaceuticals?

FINALLY, just look at the huge numbers showing that 60% or more of American citizens are DEMANDING that you do not
pass these destructive repeals!!!

ARE YOU LISTENING?

Do NOT pass this Iatesf harmful and dangerous so-called health plan.
| You will only kill many of us. Let me emphasize that. MANY OF US WILL DIE as a résult of your actions.
John Pappas

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: marion brown *

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:22 PM
- To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

To Whom it May Concern,

I want to express my frustration with Graham Cassidy. We should be working to offer
healthcare to more Americans--not less. This bill is opposed by physicians and insurers
alike.

That this bill got even this far is an embarrassment, and it should not pass.

Sincerely,

M. Brown
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: SIS o behalf of Mary Grady -

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: . my life depends on obamacare

Hello, I am a self-employed freelance writer, and have been working on my own since 1999. Besides writing, [
also teach college courses, on a part-time basis. I am so glad to have plenty of work and steady clients so I can
work at home and do work that's challenging and meaningful for me. Unfortunately, in my field, full-time staff
jobs are very rare and becoming even harder to find. For many years I worried about the health insurance
options that I had, but I was healthy and just tried to get the best plan I could that was affordable. I remember
being shocked when I found that my policy had a lifetime limit that was, if I remember right, only about
$100,000. In other words, I would pay and pay and pay, and then if I ever had a real problem where I really
needed the insurance, I would be screwed. It's shameful how many people in America have been driven into
bankruptcy by medical bills.

Then in 2014 I was diagnosed with ovarian cancer. I've had two surgeries and go to weekly chemo treatments.
My disease at this point is minimal and stable, so I'm very lucky, but there is no cure for me. It's worked out that
it's lucky I'm self-employed and work at home, since it would be impossible for me to manage a full-time job
while dealing with all my treatments, doctor visits, and side effects. Because I work at home, I'm able to remain
productive and self-supporting. Luckily, the provisions of Obamacare have protected me, and I am fully
covered. The premiums and co-pays still are high -- about $10K a year -- but I am so grateful to have the
coverage and know that I can depend on it.

Please don't take this away from me, and others like me. I have a pre-existing condition, so how would I ever
get insurance? I have worked hard to save for retirement, but I'm a single person, and I don't have a lot of assets.
It wouldn't take long for me to run out of money. Please, before you run off doing things that you will hope will
satisfy your campaign donors, give some thought to how it will affect real people like me, people who have
worked hard and contributed to their communities, and don't deserve to be driven into bankruptcy because they
were so unlucky as to get a terrible diagnosis.

thank you,

Mary Grady
Warwick, Rhode Island

Mary Grady
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sam Zalutsky

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:03 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Dear Committee Members:

32 Million Americans could lose coverage, radical change to Medicaid and diminished funding for every state, 90
seconds of debate? How is this a democratic process?

If you want to keep your campaign pledges start by keeping 90ur pledge not to touch Medicaid benefits. Reject this bill.

Sincerely,
Sam Zalutsky
New York, New York

Check out my new movie (i EIEIEERgg "~ Facebook or Instagram.

61



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: YouKnow WholAm

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: The Affordable Care Act aka ACA

My name is Denise Martinez. | have been disabled since before 1992. If the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is
repealed | may very well be handed a death sentence.

Again, if the ACA is repealed, | have grandchildren with preexisting medical conditions who face losing
coverage for their medical care/medicine(s). Are you really willing to hand them potential death sentences as
well? They are my grandbabies -- young and old -- but my grandbabies nonetheless. If they lose medical
care/medications, | will regularly send pictures of them/their condition to each and everyone who votes to
repeal the ACA.

Please do not repeal the ACA. It is a lifeline for so many American -- young and old.

Denise Martinez
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Judy Simeone g

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy

Please do not let this law pass. It is a Killer plan and must be stopped! People like me, 79 years old and children and
disabled will die!!!

Sent from my iPhone
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: don goldkamp RGP

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Health

My name is Don Goldkamp and | am a survivor of advanced prostate cancer. | can't imagine how devastated it would
have been for me if | have no insurance when this happened. 1 also cannot imagine what it would be like if | was denied
insurance because of an existing condition. There are a lot of people like myself that have these problems and without
proper health Insurance would be destroyed. Not everyone has the fine health insurance that you have in the
government. Please consider what it would be like for you under those conditions and consider what it would do to the
people who voted you in. Thank you.

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Callahan-Boyd, Kara E. <G " >
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: A brother and A nephew

To Whom it May Concern,
| have a brother who suffered a Traumatic Brain Injury two years ago, he was in a coma for two weeks and had to
reconstruct his entire life not only to rehabilitate physically, but he now lives with Brain damage every day.

Luckily, with Obamacare he qualifies for Medicaid and after two years in a Traumatic Brain Hospital, he was move to a
rehab assisted living where he has mentors, programs, therapy and a quality of live. He is highly functional but will
never be the same and cannot live on his own. He is moving into his new apartment today with a roommate and
mentors below. He now has a job loading and unloading boxes for Kmart. He used to be a photographer but due to
damage to his eyes and tremors in his hands, he cannot perform that role anymore. He finally is getting on his feet and
feels like he has a life back, not his lost life but at least a life with purpose, assistance and he is working in society.

Please don’t take that away from him. Save Obamacare!

My nephew is special needs due to a birth deficiency. He was born with a neurological impairment, bi-polar and

ADHD. He has gone through the school system, even went to a Special Needs College Program and graduated. He also
will never be able to be fully on his own but desperately wants to be in an environment that is immersive with activity

and friends for his level and skill set. There are programs out there to assist, but they need the support of
Obamacare. My nephew wants to be a part of society and have an immersive, interactive and fulfilling life.

Please don’t take that away from him. Vote against this appeal.

What the Graham-Cassidy Bill Does:

« It eliminates the Medicaid program as we know it and ends the entitlement by placing a per-
capita cap on the traditional Medicaid population and block granting funding for the expansion
population until 2026. After 2026 there will be no funding for this population.

« It places the Essential Health Benefits at risk and allows states to remove covered services like
rehabilitative care, opioid treatment, and mental health treatment.

« It allows insurance companies to discriminate against people with pre-existing conditions, such
as brain injury, and all but guaranteeing these individuals will pay higher premiums, and
potentially be priced out of the market.

| am contacting you to let you that | want you him to vote against the passage of the Graham-
Cassidy bill.

Thank you,

Kara Boyd
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Pride

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it is dangerous to
raise a Bill that would affect the health of millions of people without thorough, public debate!

Elizabeth Pride

19143,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Reverend Sandra Mackie, RN m

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:21 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am extremely concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate.

It is better, less expensive, and more efficient to provide people with quality healthcare and access to preventive
medicine. Repealing the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and substituting a bill that does not standardize health care across
the country violates the basic concept of equal human rights in our democratic society.

Without healthcare people will be sicker, miss more work, and generally be less productive in their lives.

The job of Congress is to fix the ACA and provide the American people with a path to healthy, productive lives.

What an embarrassment to live in the wealthiest, most powerful country in the history of the world and see the
government trying to take basic healthcare away from its own citizens.

Do NOT repeal the ACA. Make it better. Or face an army of people working to defeat those who vote to repeal the ACA.
Period.

Reverend Sandra Mackie, RN

17325

G
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Lindsey <

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:21 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy!

I do NOT support the Graham-Cassidy bill. We all have pre-existing conditions, and we always will. This will
have a devastating elfect on people with disabilities, families, children, each and every one of us. Nobody asks
for the body they are given, and nobody can stop themselves from getting older, and nobody can be safe from
accidents all the time.

People will lose everything they have.
People will die.
This will destabilize our entire nation. This is a matter of national security.

We are not asking for the government to give us everything to be free. We are asking the government to
establish policies that are FAIR to the people and give us a fighting chance in this world.

My friend's child is about to be born with a heart defect. That will be a preexisting condition. GOP politicians
can NOT pretend to care about "life" and babies on the one hand, and then pull this kind of legislation with the

other.

Please. We will die.
Lindsey Hoskins

e
<IN )N 55406
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharyn Glowatz :
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because | believe everyone in
this country is entitled to healthcare regardless of income, pre-existing conditions, age etc. This bill is not FOR the
people. It is working against us. Please for the love of the American people do not pass this bill.

Sharyn Glowatz

11743

G
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Theodore Burger

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 5:00 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
it is unfair to the people it is supposed to help.....

Theodore Burger

18017



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Debbie Dintenfass o NN
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:59 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
it would severely hurt residents of PA. This latest attempt to repeal the ACA is the worst yet. Congress should be
working, in a bipartisan effort, to develop a plan to improve health care (not just "access" to health care) for all
Americans. Meanwhile, the ACA is actually working. The independent markets should be supported until a new
bipartisan plan is developed and approved through all proper channels inciuding analysis by the Budget Office. To rush
anything through is just plain wrong.

Debbie Dintenfass

19390
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tasha van Es yyadinanum: -

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:59 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: In strong opposition to Graham Cassidy.

Today, I sat with my daughter as she woke up from her fourth ear surgery in her young life; she is six, and has
been going to a specialist since was less than a year old. There is nothing my then infant daughter did to deserve
a chronic condition, nor to require ongoing medical treatment for the indefinite future, possibly her entire life.
Yet, for simply existing and needing medical care, our family would be harshly punished under the proposed
act. This is unconscionable in a nation which has up until recently, prided itself as being an inclusive, caring,
pluralistic society. My daughter is a joyful and tough girl - she does not complain about the procedures she must
have, the countless visits to doctors we have made.

She makes her teachers laugh, and often lifts the spirits of adults and kids alike. She can grow up to contribute
in many ways, unimpeded on the big scale from becoming a doctor, or a chef, or a teacher, or a military
strategist if she is so inclined.

I cannot for the life of me fathom why the Senators want to harm children and those who are most vulnerable,
for political gain. Of course, my concerns do not stop with my daughter's chronic illness. Both of my daughters
may someday become expectant mothers. Will they have access to the pre-natal coverage I was able to leverage
while I was pregnant with them? Will they be fortunate to have uncomplicated pregnancies as I was, and if not,
will there be appropriate care available for them? Will any one of us face breast or ovarian cancer in our
lifetimes? I am being closely watched by my doctors for risk of breast cancer, and have regular diagnostic, not
screening, mammograms and ultrasounds. Will these or similar preventative tools be available to them? Have
either of my girls inherited the genetic condition I learned of at age 44, for which I will need my own treatment

for life?

This plan contains *NO* essential protections and is devastating to women from all backgrounds because it
gives a blank slate to insurers to pretty much make up any terms they see fit.

I am calling upon the members of Congress to vote this down for the incredibly negative impact it will have
upon millions of Americans' lives.

After all, a healthy society is one that can offer its people the tools to better health.

Tasha van Es
Pepperell, MA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: el

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:59 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: defeat GrahamCassidy

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members:

| am writing to let you know that passing GrahamCassidy would be a very grave mistake which will not be forgotten by
the voters of this country. This bill, if passed, will devastate the Medicaid program, increase out-of-pockets costs and
weaken protections for people living with pre-existing conditions. It would disrupt health care for many millions of
Americans for years and years to come.

| have worked with disabled children and young adults for the past 42 years. These individuals, through no fault of their
own, may depend on Medicaid programs for their survival and cannot afford to see this devastation.

If you have ever had a friend or family member unfortunate enough to have a chronic disease, you will understand how
expensive health care in this country has become. Please do not balance the budget on the backs of those who can least
afford it. There are better systems the federal government can put in place. Our country's strength lies in our ability to
help people, especially the vulnerable.

Thank you for caring about the people.

Lynne Eisenberg

Arlington, MA 02476



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kathrin Qg

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:59 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

| am appalled that anyone would support this Draconian plan. You do realize that it will kill people, right? That's a fact.
Do you hate Americans that much? Because that is the only explanation. How sad that this is what our country has come
to. Even the health insurance companies think it's a travesty!

Please vote no.

Katherine Siegel

Chatsworth, CA

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone



Wric_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carmen Laube

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:59 PM

To: gchcomments -

Subject: Do Not Pass the Graham Cassidy Healthcare proposition

The proposed legislation is further proof that there is no comprehensive GOP plan to replace the ACA. The
GOP had seven years to design a plan that would retain the elements of the ACA that were unique in our
country, and could win support across the aisle:

-no lifetime limits for treatments

-no denials based on preexisting conditions :

-no kicking off adult children from parents' plans till their mid-twenties
-preserving women's health care support

We've only seen backroom proposals, scrambled together behind the scenes by wealthy white men. It's
shameful that your collective insight and heart as citizens are so limited.

Carmen Novia Laube
NY NY 10024



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anna Payne gl

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:59 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

Any bill that does not protect people with pre-existing conditions is inadequate. Denying people coverage because they
were born unhealthy beyond their control is unacceptable. Reinstating lifetime caps and discriminating against those of
us who are born sick, is not only immoral but inhuman. We talk about how we are great humanitarians, but yet we are
not showing compassion to our most vulnerable among us. My life expectancy, and quality of life will suffer with a
repeal of the Patient Protections. Any bill that does not protect people like myself is not acceptable. As a patient with
Cystic Fibrosis a rare genetic disease, my quality of life has improved since the passing of the ACA — Patients life myself
are living longer healthier productive lives, and while the ACA isnt perfect is has help ensure we always have the care we
needs. My medical expenses are over 200,000 a year, just to sustain my health. | utilize Medicaid as a supplement and
that has been my safety net. | was thrown off of my parents insurance pre ACA because | was too expensive, | went
without insurance while | waited to hear if | was going to be able to get Medicaid. Luckily | was accepted. | take
medication to eat and breathe every day without access to these medications | won’t survive. Our community can't
afford any cuts to Medicaid, and we can’t afford any bills that will discriminate against us because we were born sick. In
PA alone 60 percent of CF patients utilize some form of Medicaid to survive. I'm terrified for the future. We should be
working to improve the ACA not destroy it. We need a system that doesn’t discriminate based on health status or
income level, coverage for every citizen no matter who they are or what cards they were dealt in life. | beg you my life
literally depends on healthcare, and right now the ACA is making sure | stay alive. Any bill that claims it is a health care
bill; but its throwing people off insurance , raising prices on seniors and discriminating against those of us who are sick,
IS NOT a health care bill. The word Care implies compassion and empathy, and neither of those things are found in the
Graham Cassidy bill- Please VOTE NO, and please protect your most vulnerable set of constituents. Giving states the
power to decide if they will protect those of us with rare and very expensive diseases is irresponsible. People will die if
this bill is passed.

Anna Payne

19047



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sharon Roy

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:58 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Please don't do this. You are condemning many to death if this passes. No one should have to beg for their lives because
you want tax breaks for the wealthy. We can send foreign nations (Israel) billions but not take care of our own
children,disabled and elderly? Why? We can build unwanted military equipment but have affordable healthcare and
medicines?Why? Why do you hate us and want to kill us?Why? Sharon Roy. From Sen Grahams own state.

Sent from my iPhone

10



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: denise h eI

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:58 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Just say no

To Whom it May Concern:

Please do not let this repeal of the Affordable Care Act go through. The Republican Senators need to think of
everyone. The Senate had seven years to come up with suggestions to improve the Affordable Care Act. All
the Republican Senators want to do now, is repeal it so they can say they did something. Just vote no. This
new bill is absolutely horrible. | suggest anyone on the fence talk to someone whose child has a

disease. Under your new bill, this child can be denied coverage. The Republicans seem to think they are also
holier than anyone. What part of Christianity allows you to turn your back on the sick and poor? Wake up,
Republican Senators. You are not sheep. Think of something other than preserving the face of your

party. You should be concerned with the party's soul, because the face of your Party is the President. Any
Republican Senator who votes no will win the respect of Democrats and Independents living in their
precinct. Just vote no. Do what is right. This bill is not close to being a good bill.

Thank you,

Denise Hatakeyama

11



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kelly Ryan

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:58 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
it will result in millions of people losing heaith insurance or medicaid. My wonderful mother has dementia, and without
medicaid we would not be able to afford the nursing home care that she needs. Without the protections of the ACA
legislation, my cancer-survivor sister may not be able to get affordable health insurance. As someone with bipolar, |
would not be guaranteed health insurance coverage despite having a preexisting condition, making my life-saving but
expensive medication out of reach. As a woman, we will be back to the time when insurance companies can discriminate
against me simply because of my gender. These things are wrong, and | shouldn't have to tell you that.

The Graham-Cassidy-Heller will destroy families. America is better than this. Congress needs to continue to work in a
bipartisan fashion to fix the problems with the ACA. But make no mistake, the ACA has saved lives, and destroying
without a satisfactory replacement is callous, cynical and amoral. Please vote no to the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson
proposat and do the right thing for the Americans you represent.

Sincerely,

Kelly Ryan

. Kelly Ryan

19003 ;

S
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Merideth Mulroney

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:57 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA repeal

To my Representatives in the Senate,

I implore you to vote no on this thoughtless act which will my myself, my family and to many I know at risk for
losing insurance coverage. This effort to repeal the ACA puts party before the best interests of the people.If
there is a shred of integrity left in the Senate, this act will be shut down. Vote NO.

- Merideth Multoney

15



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Carol eaugarc qu .

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: View NO on Graham-Cassidy bill

32 Million Americans could lose coverage, radical change to Medicaid and diminished funding for every state,
90 seconds of debate? If you want to keep your campaign pledges start by keeping your pledge not to touch
Medicaid benefits. Reject this bill.

Sincerely,

Carol Beaugard
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ~

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:24 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote against Cassidy Graham Bill, FIX ACA

Dear Senators,

As an American citizen, 1 am urging you to stand up and support access to healthcare by voting against the Cassidy
Graham bill. The bill would be a disaster for the Medicaid program, for the elderly in nursing homes and for those who
must buy health insurance on the open market. | have been in the last category due to an employer trying to treat me
as contingent labor, where ongoing employment was not guaranteed and as a result the access to health care benefits
was spotty and uncertain. While in this status, | took advantage of the ACA to purchase health care through the
exchange. The transparency on rates, levels of coverage and the various plans offered made this a great option for me at
the time.

Please join John McCain and Rand Paul in doing the right thing and VOTE NO on the Graham Cassidy bill. The American
people hate it, the American health insurance industry hates the bill, the associations representing doctors, nurses and
other health care professionals say the plan is wrong and even the 50 state Medicaid Managers recognize what a
disaster this plan would be.

Thanks for your attention.

Paul Gibler
Wisconsin

P.S. | have called Senator Johnson multiple times to express my dismay over every version of the repeal plans that the
GOP has come up with to date. Itis time to FIX the ACA!
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jody Tzucker G

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham cassidy healthcare legislation

Dear Senators:

| am writing to tell you | am opposed to the healthcare proposal offered by Senators Graham and Cassidy. This bill will
essentially gut the fundamental coverage for millions of Americans, and throw our healthcare system, such as it is, into a
chaotic Balkanization of benefits, and cause many people to die because they cannot get the healthcare they need. This
proposal is no better than the previous attempt by the majority leadership, and in fact, might be worse. The CBO needs

to weigh in on the effects.
| urge you, as a concerned citizen, to reject this bill, and work to repair the current ACA legislation.

Thank you for your consideration of my remarks.
Sincerely, Jody Tzucker

Carmel IN 46033

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Little BearquymuiRNRE
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:24 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: New repeal to American Health Care

I am writing this missive to express my complete dismay at the thought of people who were voted into position
of power to represent the American people attempting to pass legislation that will lead to the untimely death
millions of those people. You cannot believe the animosity this will lead to on the behalf of people who lose
loved ones because of this action. If this passes I will spend the rest of my life working to strip all politicians
of their Healthcare.

Sincerely

Glenda Totten-Hatch
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:40 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please do NOT pass Graham-Cassidy

Dear Senate Finance Committee,
It's clear that the Graham-Cassidy bill is not thought-out, researched, or intended to promote health for
most Americans. It is not supported by basically anyone outside of a few politicians, and will be a disaster

for Americans and our economy. Please do NOT advance this bill and for the love of God, please stop
crawling further up the Koch brothers' arses and do something FOR the American people.

- Thank you.

Tina Boscha
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Aasta Deth X
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
my family relies on the healthcare exchange and Medicaid. My husband and | started a small business after the ACA was
passed because for the first time in our lives we could access healthcare and pursue our dreams. Our 5 year old son is
autistic and relies on Medicaid for his care. If this bill isn't passed and we lose these two programs we will lose our
business and quite possibly more. These are people's real lives you're playing with and as a taxpayer | resent congress
making decisions for MY healthcare that don't equally apply to them. Any type of repeal of ACA is cruel and will go down
on history as one of the worst representations of Congress.

Aasta Deth

15065
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: s Tracton IS

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because
....it_hurts your own constituents. Why would they then re-elect you?

s Tracton

19115
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pamela Alexander quuieunntINg-

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: DO NOT REPEAL THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT!

To even consider this action, you apparently don't care about the average citizen.

MAN UP! Say NO to this very destructive act.

And while you're at it, think about how you plan to stop Donald's initiative to start a nuclear war.

The Republican party gave us THIS?

Most sincerely,
Pamela Alexander
Tucson, AZ

100



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jan Bruce @@

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health care

Vote no

Sent from my iPad
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: JoAnne Ruvoli

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:17 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please VOTE NO on the Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill

Please VOTE NO on the Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill.

A bill written in back rooms with no public discussion does not improve the law and
policies for the people that you were elected to represent. Please listen to all the healthcare
experts and work with them to improve the existing federal laws and policies instead of
repealing the current law without a plan.

Withont the help of Medicaid, caring for the last year of my mother-in-law's life would have
bankrupted my family. He monthly bill at the nursing home was three times my monthly
salary as an educator. She worked as a school teacher for over 30 years and had savings,
but without the federal insurance, we would not have been able to meet the costs of her
care. More instability in the system only makes a terrible situation much much worse and
leaves people (and companies) even more vulnerable at one of the worst times of their life.

Thank you for continuing to improve healthcare policies, but this proposed policy will hurt
people more than it help. Please VOTE NO on the Graham Cassidy Healthcare Bill.
Sincerely,

JoAnne Ruvoli Gruba .

Wadsworth Illinois
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: GABRIELA AMARI

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Health Care Bill...

Dear Committee Members,

[ am writing to let you know what | think about this "health care" bill.

I am a fifty six year old woman with disabilities, one of which is a rare form of Leukemia. The chemo medication that |
must take each and every day (or | DIE) costs over $10,000 per month. that's right,

$10,000 Per Month for Thirty Pills. | can only miss One pill in a week.

Without these pills, | would go into the second phase which would make me resistant to the drug and ultimately would
land me in the third and final phase, the Blastic Phase, of this illness in which | am Terminal and | die.

Throwing Medicaid back to the individual states, knowing that they will not have enough money to cover all of the costs
and would result in block granting, is the worst idea Ever. Medicaid pays for the 20% of my chemo medication that
Medicare doesn't cover. that amount is over

$4,000 per month. | cannot afford to pay even $1,000 per month of this cost. | am one of Millions who need Medicaid to

stay a Federal Program in order to cover all of our needs.

| am Sick and Tired of being Stressed Out every time Republicans try to repeal the ACA Just to get a Political Win! Stop
wasting our tax dollars on attempts to repeal and instead, Fix the ACA! You are Politicizing the American People's Health
Care while Millions of people's lives hang in the balance! Stop playing politics with our health care! Fix what is already
in place! Your games are taking a serious toll on my health!

Sincerely,

Gabriela Amari
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Opposition to the Cassidy-Graham Bill
Hello...

| am writing to voice my strong opposition to the Cassidy-Graham bill. This monstrous bill will bring our country to its
knees, injuring and killing innocent people and bankrupting others whose only fault is getting sick.

Please do not let this abomination pass.

Thank you.

Scott Mikita

Stamford, CT 06902
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janina Wolfin g
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:18 PM
To: gchcomments

Dear members of the Senate Finance Cttee:
I write urging you not to approve the terms of the Graham-Cassidy bill.

I've lived in several foreign countries that do health care well -- cheaper, more efficiently, covering all their
people and with better health outcomes. Can your committee not study their systems and copy them -- thus
saving us from what has always been a poor system?

Following World War Two, America missed the opportunity to draft an inclusive and efficient system. We need
brave legislators who will repair that error now. Can you take on that role?

Tens of thousands of Americans die each year from poor or no health care. It's not terrorists or foreign enemies
who are killing our people, it's we ourselves, our bad policy. It's time to redefine national security. "We have

met the enemy and he is us." (Pogo/Walt Kelly)

Please help.

Yours sincerely,
Yann van Heurck

Madisqn CT 06443
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kellie Pearson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Proposed Graham Cassidy bill
Attachments: imagel.jpeg

I'm just a farmers wife, mother and daughter. | went uninsured 20 years, with a life threatening genetic heart condition.
It is not for emotional impact that | tell you, that the ACA saved my life. This bill will essentially leave me to die. | cannot
forgo healthcare,l cannot hope this all works out. Please please think of me.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Financez
From: Peggy Barnish G >

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:17 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: The latest attempt to repeal Obamacare

I believe that Obamacare needs to be repaired but I am so grateful that I live in the state with two senators
Blumenthal and Murphy who really care what happens to their constituents and are prepared to vote against this
latest nonsense which will hurt so many people Nationwide. I worry for the people who live in the states we're
apparently the worry is not for the people but for the reputations of the Senators who are voting on it. If that is
your primary concern mr. Or mrs. Senator, then shame on you
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Wendy Blair o
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:17 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

The Cassidy/Graham healthcare proposal will leave many,many Americans without affordable healthcare. My husband &

| are seniors with limited incomes and our adult daughter has a rare disease which requires medication. Don't leave
us,along with many other Americans without the healthcare we need.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: o
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:12 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: GrahamCassidy bill
Importance: High

STOP! When major healthcare organizations tell you this is worse than the last attempt, PLEASE LISTEN. Health for US
citizens should not be a partisan issue, illness and disease finds us all, regardless of our politics! Revise and upgrade the
system in place and then name it for tRump, if you must, but protect the people FIRST, not your political agenda.
Respectfully,

Nan M Carlson

Normal, IL, 61761

Sent from my Huawei Mobile
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancee Pangares

-Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Do NOT pass Graham- Cassidy

I am a very healthy insured 55 yr old, but I hope and pray never to burden my children. This bill will devastate
that goal, simply because of my age. And if pre-existing conditions are not covered ( as this bill dres NOT)
then my chances of burdening our children go up exponentially.

I will live in a garden shed before I let myself become a burden. But oh where is my couhtry!

Millions of us in our 50's work hard and have done so, shouldering insurance costs. Do not pass this bill and
knife us in the back, and put our children in impossible financial and emotional predicaments.

Stop this bill. We need a bipartisan fix to existing ACA healthcare. This bill is NOT right.

Nancee PangarAgs‘.
HR Dept Manager/Customer Service

65



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: William Squier #
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:26 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy

I am the self-employed owner of a small business. The members of my entire family, in fact, are
sole proprietors and, as such, have relied upon our state’s exchange for healthcare coverage for
better than twenty years. (Prior to passage of the Affordable Care Act, we were able to buy into
coverage that was created for state employees.) If the Graham Cassidy bill is passed into law by
both houses of Congress we will no longer have access to affordable medical insurance of any kind.
So, we urge the members of the Senate to vote “no.”

W. Squier
Stamford, CT
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marsha Brofka-Berends

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:25 PM
To: _ gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because it is by no means an
improvement over the ACA but is in every way a huge step backward.

The majority of Americans do not want this bill. They are terrified about being denied coverage, being driven into
bankruptcy, and being subject to a cruel system that cares not one whit for their humanity.

America's major physician organizations are united in their opposition to this bill. They recognize that it will do great
harm to their patients.

Healthcare insurers do not want this bill. They recognize that it will destabilize the healthcare market.

- With so much opposition to the Graham-Cassidy Bill , why is it even being considered? If the GOP leadership truly things
that this bill is in the best interest of the American public, why is it rushing this bill through without waiting for the CBO
score that should, if the bill is indeed good, back up their assertions?

Don't let the GOP Ieadership's hatred of Obama trick you into blindly following it down what is so obviously the wrong
path. At this point, personal opinions about Obama are irrelevant: all that matters are the FACTS about the legislation

under discussion.

if you think the ACA has shortcomings, fine--then work to FIX THEM. And "fix" definitely does not mean "make things
worse for the vast majority of American citizens." If you want to improve the healthcare system, then work in good faith
with your colleagues of all political parties to craft a solution that truly makes things better for everyone.

Marsha Brofka-Berends

19341
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Wright, Kevin (Finénce)

From: : Bridget Gehrling

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Debacle

NO! NO! NO! NO!

DO NOT Vote on this farce. Send it back to the cave in which it was conceived with a resounding "NO!" from
THE PEOPLE whom YOU are supposed to be REPRESENTING.

This is not GOVERNANCE. This is a sick, demented, horror.
Graham-Cassidy should never see the light of day.

It should not be voted on.
If it is subjected to a vote, it should FAIL... by the largest possible margins.

I know that most of the Senate will not have a chance to read, much less study the bill in its entirety before Mr.
McConnell calls for a vote. I don't have to read it to know that the only real objective of this piece of legislation
is to abolish the AFFORDABLE CARE ACT that President Obama instituted.

This obsession is beneath the dignity of the offices you currently hold. If you don't like some aspect of the

ACA, then FIX it.
You cannot withdraw the security of the system in place before you have something BETTER to REPLACE it.

Repeal cannot come before Replace. Do your JOBS.

Act as if you wanted was is best for the majority of your country, rather than what your owners think they want.
Beating down the undercarriage is not good for anyone, not even the richest of your investors.
Read some history.
MAKE some history.
Put PEOPLE before Party.

There are consequences if you fail in this matter. You won't like them. Nobody will.

Bridget A. Gehrling
Oakland, Maine.

Bridget A. Gehrling
Office Goddess
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Smith, Michael G. i

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:22 PM

To: ' gchcomments

Subject: Save Medicaid!

Attachments: 9.21.17 SaveMedicaid.docx; 20150226_130926.jpg; 21905467_1457408674349084_

1557365610_njpg; 21919159_1457408691015749_826891395_n.jpg

To whom it may concern;

Attached is the document I’'ve written as to why Medicaid should be saved. This is only a fraction of my personal story.
Also attached are pictures of myself.

Thank you,

Mike Smith
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Isabel Liss <«

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill -- DO NOT PASS

To Whom It May Concern (and that's all of us, isn't it?):

This legislation is not good for the American people. Both my husband and I are self-employed. Without the
ACA we would not have insurance (we did not have insurance for 10 years before the ACA was enacted). The
ACA should not be repealed. It should only be improved upon.,

The Graham Cassidy hill seems motivated hy some insular and extremely harmfil politics. (And it is telling that
our representatives do not have the same health insurance as the people they represent) Please do right by
theAmerican People and defeat it.

Isabel Liss

Chicago, IL

US Congressional District: 4
US Senate District: 20
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Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Bobbi Drobile
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: | Hearing on Graham Cassidy bill

To whom it may concern,

I understand you are holding one hearing on the Graham Cassidy bill on Monday.
I would like to state my extremely strong objection to this bill for the record.

I saw the “partial” list of pre-existing conditions and was horrified to see that I have seven conditions on that
list. My husband has six. We are both disabled and currently are broke for two weeks out of each month. If
our insurance costs go up we will just not have the money to pay for insurance, medicines or doctor visits. We
will both be dead in short order.

I know we are not alone by any means. Older Americans will be one of the hardest groups hit. And since our
state is expected to lose 8.3 billion dollars, there is no way our costs won't skyrocket.

Please, please....we need everyone to know our lives literally depend on this law NOT to be enacted.

Sincerely,
Barbara and William Drobile
18974

Sent from my alcatel Fierce 4
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Wriﬂht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Ben Long qugiiiieeenns -

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Cassidy- Graham bill

This bill will influence the care that my disabled child is getting in lowa City, IA.
Our son is 35 and he cannot make any money himself and he needs help.
Please consider how this bill will affect the disabled.

Ben and Joyce Long.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Senators:

Cheryl Towers
Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
gchcomments

Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because the effects will be
even worse than past measures proposed, it hasn't been considered in any reasonable bi-partisan fashion, doesn't have
bi-partisan support, and will ultimately leave millions uninsured. To create turmoil of this magnitude in an industry
representing one-sixth of our economy - not to mention the negative consequences it will have on individuals and
families - is the height of irresponsibility.

Do the right thing and vote it down.

Cheryl Towers
15232

Cheryl Towers

15232

-
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shirley McGreal

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Attention Senator Graham

Senators, I watch C-Span regularly and have seen no testimony on the series of bills to strip people of their
health care. Normally you would see testimony from representatives of groups like the AARP and AMA and
many groups with much knowledge of health issues. I dislike the idea of pushing a bill like the one currently
proposed through with no hearings or scoring.

Senator Graham, as one of your South Carolina constituents, I want to see you insist that formal public hearings

be held. Thank you, Shirley McGreal

Dr. Shirley McGreal OBE and the IPPL Gibbons
Summervillé i ii484 ‘
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Sean Monahan ¢

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote NO

This bill will make it impossible for many of my close friends & family to get affordable health insurance.

Not vnly does this bill not pass the Jimmy Kimmnel test, it doesu't pass the most basic test of legislalion s a
democracy as it is opposed by the extreme majority of the country (including the healthcare industry itself).

With all of the things you could be focused on right now, this bill is about getting a "political win" instead of
about actually fixing our healthcare system.

Thank you for your time,

Sean Monahan
Los Angeles, CA
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Wnr__i_g ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Tina Norton

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

I am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because | think this bill is
completely heartless because would take insurance away from people who really need it and could otherwise jot afford
it or even get it due to pre-existing conditions.

Tina Norton

18519
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anne Cortese 4NNy
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because there is no fiscally
responsible way for all 50 states each to implement health care systems. This is a WASTE OF MONEY. In addition to
allowing states to get waivers so that none of the 10 essential health benefits nor the pre-existing conditions are
protected. Pushing off everything to the states is the cowards way out. You have held no hearings and do not have a
COB rating of this bill. A RUSH JOB because it is a MEAN bill - MEANER than the last one that Trump called "Mean".
Vote NO on this bill. No one is protected under this bill and everyone is at the mercy of their state legislatures who do
not have the good of the whole country at stake.

Anne Cortese

16801
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: dsalomon

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare bill

I am writing to you to please kill the Graham Cassidy Bill. No caps to Medicaid!! People with disabilities need to be able
to have adjustments for the rising cost of health care. | have 2 daughters with a rare genetic syndrome and our
Medicaid is vital for their quality of life. Medicaid is used for their developmental disability services as well as their
major medical needs. Medicaid is the only way most people can afford long term care and be able to stay in their
homes. Vote No on this terrible health care bill.

Thank you,
Debbie Salomon

Omaha Ne 68»114

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Donna Shuey

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

Please vote NO on Graham-Cassidy Bill. | am concerned about it being pushed through the Senate because it looks to
end medicaid expansion, and cut billions in PA and other states, it ends protection for pre-existing, lifetime caps (in
many states) and eventually cuts coverage for seniors, children and diabled.

Those are not my only concerns but the more critical ones.

Healthcare is not a luxury, and as one of the wealthiest and supposedly advanced countries in the world, | don’t
understand why we cannot provide health care for all.

t would like to see sincere efforts toward revising and improving on ACA.

Thank you.

Donna Shuey

19380
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: James McCabe

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:23 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because lives are at stake. It is
that simple! Why would anyone support a proposal that would decimate people's ability to afford a healthy life. Life,

liberty and the pursuit of happiness... Doesn't have an addendum saying "only get life if you can afford the outrageous
price."

James McCabe

19114
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jessica L Levasseur @iiiiliguany
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill comments

This bill is an abomination.

It does not protect prexisting conditions. It punishes those with metastatic cancer (spoiler: they did not ask nor
plan for it). It raises costs associated with pregnancy (so you want us to have the baby, no contraceptives or
abortions in use, but also afford a pregnancy that will cost more than a down payment for a typical house? And
then somehow make enough money? Without guaranteed maternity leave?). It punishes those with opioid
addictions and mental health issues (these are not struggles people enjoy. They are both epidemics in the United
States). This bill would allow insurers in the private marketplace to discriminate against people with preexisting
conditions. And it would eliminate the individual mandate. It would not have coverage mandates, therefore
those with lifelong or expensive diseases can be denied healthcare based on a medical situation they did not ask
for.

Healthcare is a right. No one should have to choose between bankruptcy and living. No one should have to
choose between feeding their child and dying. No one should have to watch a loved one die because they cannot
afford a treatment that exists and is available. Children with cancer should not be denied healthcare for the rest
of their life because there are no protections against lifetime maximums. People with disabilities should not be
punished for how they were born, or for what has happened to them in this lifetime. America should be a land
of opportunity for all. It should not be a death sentence for those who are not healthy.

32 million Americans are estimated to lose coverage under this bill. That is more than the entire population of
Texas, to put that in perspective. This bill rewards states for having lots of poor people, but not for getting them
insured. For those states who give a damn about helping others, only punishment will ensue: "keep doing what
you're doing, but we'll eventually take away all your funding (good luck)!" This is ridiculous and immoral.

Here are the trusted medical groups who have spoken out against this bill:

1. American Medical Association: “...the Graham-Cassidy Amendment fails to match this vision and
violates the precept of “first do no harm.”"

2. American Academy of Pediatrics: “This bill may be disguised under a different name, but it contains the
same dangerous policies as the legislation that failed to advance out of the Senate earlier this summer. In
fact, Graham-Cassidy goes even further in its attacks on Medicaid.”

3. AARP: “Overall, the Graham/Cassidy/Heller/Johnson bill would increase health care costs for older
Americans with an age tax, decrease coverage, and undermine preexisting condition protections. In _
addition, this bill would jeopardize the ability of older Americans and people with disabilities to stay in
their own homes as they age and threaten coverage for individuals in nursing homes.”

4. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association: “The [Graham-Cassidy] bill contains provisions that would allow
states to waive key consumer protections, as well as undermine safeguards for those with pre-existing
medical conditions. The legislation reduces funding for many states significantly and would increase
uncertainty in the marketplace, making coverage more expensive and jeopardizing Americans’ choice of
health plans. Legislation must also ensure adequate funding for Medicaid to protect the most
vulnerable.”
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11.

12.

Planned Parenthood: "millions more would lose their coverage through Medicaid, and could lose
essentials like maternity care and coverage for prescription drugs. Policy on women's health care should
not be written by a small group of male politicians behind closed doors. Enough is enough. With this
latest version of Trumpcare, Americans will pay more and get less, but women will pay the biggest price
of all.”

Kaiser Permanente: “The block grant proposal in the bill would erode coverage of needed medical
services and pose major issues for state budgets. Repealing the individual mandate without alternative
incentives for enrollment will lead to fewer people enrolled and higher premiums.” '

America's Health Insurance Plans: “[The Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal] would have real
consequences on consumers and patients by further destabilizing the individual market; cutting
Medicaid, pulling back on protections for pre-existing conditions; not ending taxes on health insurance
premiums and benefits; and potentially allowing government-controlled, single payer health care to
grow.” '

American Heart Association and 16 other patient and provider groups: “Affordable, adequate care is
vital to the patients we represent. This legislation fails to provide Americans with what they need to
maintain their health. In fact, much of the proposal just repackages the problematic provisions of the
Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA), which we opposed. Fortunately, the BCRA was voted down by
Congress earlier this year.”

Association of American Medical Colleges: “The current proposal...will almost surely lead to dramatic
increases in the number of uninsured patients nationwide and put important existing patient protections
at risk Additionally, a proposal like this—a complete overhaul of the health care system—should be
fully and adequately examined by the Congressional Budget Office before it is brought to a vote.”

HIV Medicine Association: "Senators Cassidy and Graham’s proposal, like the ACA repeal proposals
before it, would put the health and lives of tens of thousands of persons living with HIV at risk. We
appeal once more to our senators to stop once and for all efforts to repeal the ACA and turn to
improving rather than dismantling critical health coverage reforms.”

The Alzheimer’s Association and Alzheimer’s Impact Movement: “The proposed changes to Medicaid -
outlined in the Graham-Cassidy Amendment could have a drastic impact on this vulnerable population
given that more than 1 in 4 seniors with Alzheimer's and other dementias are currently on Medicaid. The
Alzheimer’s Association and AIM are also alarmed by the potential impact of this legislation on
Americans living with pre-existing conditions, including the 200,000 Americans living with younger-
onset Alzheimer’s.”

American Cancer Society: “Our analysis indicates the bill could allow insurers to: Charge cancer
patients and survivors far higher rates to make coverage unaffordable; Eliminate coverage for cancer

‘care in their health plans; Re-institute arbitrary caps on annual and lifetime coverage”

It is monstrous to consider this plan. It will affect the elderly (with cancer, Alzheimer's, living in nursing homes,
staying in hospice, etc), veterans (with injuries, with disabilities, with PTSD), women (post-natal, pre-natal,
while giving birth, those who cannot be adequately screened for breast cancer, uterine cancer, cervical cancer,
ovarian cancer), men (who disproportionately suffer from the opioid epidemic, those who cannot be adequately
screened for prostate cancer, colon cancer, testicular cancer), children with cancer, children with disabilities,
children with mental health issues (such as those in foster care or who have parents who are affected by the
opioid epidmic), homeless populations (which include many veterans), and poorer populations (which is nearly
everyone who is not the 1%, because they are the only people who could afford the medical costs this bill will

introduce).

The government should protect the people. Our government is betraying the entire population of the United
States if they cannot protect us from wildly expensive medical bills. Everyone gets sick. Everyone needs
protection.
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Please do not pass the Graham-Cassidy Healthcare bill. It is unkind, unethical, and unsustainable. It is a death
sentence for many in our country. Please do not approve this monstrosity.

Thank you

Jessica Levasseur
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Lee Gable NSRS

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:22 PM

To: : gchcomments
Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators:

| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy Bill currently being pushed through the Senate because access to health care
is a life and death issue for many in this country.

| strongly appose any bill that would reduce access or coverage for people with pre-existing conditions.

As a Lutheran Pastor | walk with families in various stages of health crisis. Please do not add to the financial, emotional,
and spiritual burden of those already suffering with a health care bill that is not designed for the good of all people.

May God guide you in this important work.
The Rev. Lee R Gable

Lee Gable

15557
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Heather O'Connell 4 E———— -

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy health care bill

Please do not let this bill pass. As a mother with a beautiful, smart, hard working, productive, tax paying aduit daughter
with Down syndrome, | am overwhelmed with the difficulties in getting appropriate, timely medical care on her behalf,
through Medicaid.

We have to travel often hours to see specialist. Getting anything covered often takes long prior authorization that is
done so slowly that her health is negatively affected.

The idea of doing anything that would decrease the ability to care for her, will be catastrophic.

Her health will be impacted incredibly and | guarantee that people will die if this bill goes through.

If the plan is to save money by allowing many to suffer and die, than keep going.

But to allow the least of us to suffer is so wrong and UnAmerican.

Sincerely,

Heather O'Connell

A loving mother of a person with a disability.

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: q

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO to Graham-Cassidy

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee -

| am writing to urge you to vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy healthcare bill. There has not been a CBO score yet, there is
not a floor debate scheduled with input either from experts or from the public, and all the medical associations are against
this bill.

In addition, itis untrue that it covers pre-existing conditions. States can opt-out, or insurance companies can force
consumers to pay higher amounts to cover those pre-existing conditions, thus pricing them out of care. It would cost
states millions, and it would result in about 32 million people losing their coverage. Perhaps most alarming is that it would
impose lifetime caps - meaning if someone had cancer and had to have rounds of treatment, the insurance company

could cut a patient off.

This is literally a life-and-death situation for millions. A bad bill shouldn't be voted on merely to check off a box for political
gain. If it's a bad bill, it's a-bad bill.

Please do NOT approve the Graham-Cassidy bill.
Sincerely,

-J. Birkenhead
Massachusetts
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Travis Hoffman

Missoula, MT 59801

September 21, 2017

Travis Hoffman il

Thursday, September 21, 2017 4:21 PM
gchcomments
Vote No on HR 1628

Dear Senate Finance Committee - GCH Comments,

The Graham-Cassidy Amendment (H.R. 1628) is a disaster for disabled Americans. It imposes cuts to Medicaid in the
form of block grants, which will force States to cut home and community based services which support the lives and
liberty of disabled people, as well as the elimination of the Community First Choice program that provides in-home
personal assistance services for individuals with disabilities.

Here in Montana we are already facing severely debilitating budget cuts at the state level and we cannot afford to
undergo further budget reductions! The American people have already spoken loudly against the cuts that Graham-

Cassidy imposes.

Right now in Medicaid, home and community based services are "optional" which means States are not required to
provide them. Prescription drugs are "optional." Durable Medical Equipment such as wheelchairs are "optional." As

Graham-Cassidy cuts Medicaid funding over time, States will pare down these "optional" services, which are very much
necessary for disabled people to enjoy the liberty which the Constitution promises to all Americans and that allow states

and the federal government to serve individuals with disabilities in lower-cost care settings in the community rather
than in costly nursing homes or other institutional settings.

Republicans did not win office by promising to cut Medicaid and destroy the lives of disabled people. Indeed, President

Trump promised the opposite, that Medicare and Medicaid would not be cut under his administration. the Graham-
Cassidy bill goes out of its way to cut Medicaid services that disabled people and seniors rely on to live our lives.

Please vote against the Graham-Cassidy bill (H.R. 1628) and any legislation that cuts Medicaid home and community
based services, which millions of people with disabilities have no choice but to rely on in order to survive let alone
participate in their communities or even be employed, tax paying citizens.

Sincerely,
Travis Hoffman
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ]

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:19 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Oppose Cassidy-Graham Bill

Hi,

[ write to express my opposition to the Cassidy-Graham bill.
I live in California and find it extremely unjust and unfair that millions in my state, inclnding my mother, brother, sister, will likely

lose their medical coverage. I see no benefit to stripping health care away from millions of Americans.
Please consider the ramifications of your actions, thank you.
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Wright. Kevin (Finance) B
From: Sari M

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:38 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: From an American very concerned

This is not about my individual story about what life would be like for me w out Medicaid. If this new bill passes it will
mean the destruction of America. W out the business from patients on ACA, Medicaid, and Medicare, hospitals
especially in rural America, will shut down, and dr's will go out of business. There will be no hospital to go to. Even if u
have ur owii, such as oxford, what would u do if ur clild woke up w apendisitis and there's no hospildl Lo go to. Not sure
if people realize, rural America feeds us. They're the ones who put food on our tables. So seriously, what are you

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Fihance)

From: ~ Marla Mott-Smith

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:37 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Re Graham-Cassidy

Expires: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 2:00 AM

My name is Marla Mott-Smith, and I live in South Jordan, UT. I'm urging Senator Hatch to vote NO on the
Graham-Cassidy bill, or any other bills that would repeal the Affordable Care Act, cut Medicaid funding, and
leave millions of people with no health insurance. Instead, work in a bipartisan manner to provide access to
affordable, accessible health and long-term services.

Marla Mott-Smith
Candidate for Utah’s 4" Congressional District in 2018
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: Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michele Vasquez

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:38 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: re: Graham-Cassidy

To the Senate Finance Committee:

I am vehemently opposed to the Graham/Cassidy bill that repeals the ACA and replaces it with a financially
irresponsible, immoral and inhumane non-healthcare bill. There are so many reasons to oppose this bill, but I
will only list a few. It defunds Planned Parenthood, it reinstates lifetime caps on health insurance, it ends
Medicaid Expansion and leaves it to the states to decide about covering people with pre-existing conditions. I
agree with Senator McCain that any effort to change healthcare should be bi-partisan. John McCain is a hero;
try to follow his example and vote NO on Graham-Cassidy. Every major health group and organization in this
country is opposed to Graham-Cassidy. It is extremely unpopular with the American people. Do the right thing
and vote NO on Graham-Cassidy.

Thank you,

Michele Vasquez
Soldotna, Alaska

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Niesha Foster i EGEG—

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:38 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ms. Niesha Foster

New York, NY 10024
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Joanna Basile o RN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:52 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

As a citizen of the United States, I am asking all our elected officials and representatives to listen to your
constituents, and vote against the proposed Graham Cassidy. Not just because you will not be re-elected when
you run for office again, but because it is your job and your duty to be the voice of the people. To represent the
people. '

Millions of Americans will lose their health insurance. Those with pre-existing conditions will suffer. People
could die at worst and struggle at best. This is no healthcare bill.

I urge you to vote no on the proposed Graham Cassidy Bill.
Best regards,

Joanna Basile

Joanna P.Basile, Nashville Tennessee
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marcey DiCaro

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:37 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Keep Healthcare for the American People Affordable

I'm really beginning to doubt the integrity of many in the Senate and Congress. After 8 years of trying to
overturn the Affordable Care Act, once again you are attempting to take away healthcare from millions of
Americans and raise the amount that many of us already pay.

Three and half years ago, I had life saving surgery to remove a 471b tumor because of the Affordable Care Act.
I had to live with the knowledge of this tumor for 2 years prior and had been unable to obtain healthcare
insurance. I am alive today because of my surgeon and the Affordable Care Act.

I am on Medicare now and am now dealing with a recurrence of the cancer. I shudder to think what the cost will
be for me if this new bill goes through.

Only 12% of the American people support what you are trying to do. Stop trying to tear apart an Act that has
saved millions of lives and work with Democrats to improve it for the people not just for the wealthy.

Marcey DiCaro

"Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and right-doing, there is a field. 1 will meet you there..."Rumi
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) »

From: Lori Ann Correia i ->
Sent: ' Friday, September 22, 2017 2:37 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

i am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ms. Lori Ann Correia
Roslindale, MA 02131

a——
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: | Pamela OBrien g

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:33 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: NO!

N O to Graham-Cassidy. Are you setious? Please remember your constituents.

Pamela M. O'Brien

St op belie Viﬂg in au t]]OI‘I'ty. Start believing
in each ommert ESpecially when the
authority figures don't care about
you!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Michael Yank &<l

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:37 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy

Hello, I am emailing you to urge you to not support the Graham-Cassidy health care bill. It is the height of
irresponsibility to pass a bill that would reshape 1/6th of our economy, as Sen. McCain wrote, "without
knowing how much it will cost, how it will affect insurance premiums, and how many people will be helped or
hurt by it." The American people elected you to improve our health care, not take it away.

Sincerely,
-Mike Yank
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Jane Zuckenggl

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:37 PM
To: ' gchcomments

Subject: Do not pass this healthcare bill!!!

What is the matter with the Senate? You're supposed to be the grownups!!! Every bill created is worstethan the
next. Keeping a campaign promise isn't delivered if more people are thrown out of healthcare than before. This
is an obvious shellgame with people lives. My sister is running out of money and is in a nursing home. What is
she supposed to do then if she can't go on medicaid? We can't afford to take care of her and ourselves.

The ripple effect of what you are doing is insane!!! Vote no on this bill. Beyond comprehension of how the
Senators live with themselves!!!!
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Veronica Bonfigliom

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:37 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to

discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Ms. Veronica Bonfiglio

N/a
Fremont, CA 94536
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Shawn Jone

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:36 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Healthcare

I strongly oppose the repeal and replacement of the ACA. The bill proposed by Bill Cassidy will do harm to
innumerable people and cause death to millions. This bill is cruel and corrupt.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: RONDA F GITHENS o ——
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:36 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

As you consider the Graham-Cassidy ACA "repeal and replace" bill, please consider the grave effects it would have for
the American people. We haven't seen the CBO score (and | wonder why the Senate would consider voting on this bill
without it), but it is clear that, if passed, the bill would result in serious financial burdens and bankruptcies for individuals
as well as a substantial loss of health-related jobs (as people become unable to seek medical care).

Please consider what happens to people when they can no longer afford medical insurance or when they are denied
coverage as will happen under this bill. In our "advanced" nation, people will die because they've been sick in the past
and now insurance companies will be able to charge them hundreds of thousands of dollars in premiums. How will they
pay an annual premium 4 times their annual salary? Obviously they won't and some will die.

The bill goes further to allow states to opt to allow insurance companies to actually deny coverage to pregnant women,
babies and others most in need of medical care. If you've never been pregnant, you might not appreciate how much we
women rely on our doctors to keep us healthy and guide us through the many risks of pregnancies. Many of these risks
will lead to death if not monitored by a doctor. My daughter had a high-risk pregnancy. | had a daughter born 6 weeks
early and requiring intensive care for two weeks. It doesn't matter that babies will die without medical care?

One of the most direct and immediate effects of this bill is to reduce Medicare payments to states. | have an adult
daughter who has a serious iliness and relies on Medicaid. Without medical care, she will die. So this is very personal
for myself and my family. There are hundreds of thousands in each state who will be denied health care if this
horrendous bill is allowed to pass. And this will become the legacy of the 115th Congress Republicans.

I've heard one senator argue that governors will not allow their state to remove insurance protections. That's absurd.
You can just as easily argue that there is no way senators would vote to allow people to lose their health insurance -- so
not true. There are a great many senators who are willing to turn away from the cries of their constituents and vote
purely to satisfy their donors or their party leaders. No matter the harm done.

All Medicaid directors and dozens of medical associations have come out against this bill. The majority of Americans,
regardless of party, have said they want to keep the current health care law in place. They do not want to iose their
medical coverage. Medical providers do not want to turn people away for lack of insurance. Hospitals do not want to
face bankruptcy after providing free care to previously insured patients. How many medical jobs will be lost by reducing
medical care? | suppose this bill will be a boost to funeral homes and pharmaceutical companies selling over-the--
counter pain relievers. In what universe does this level of harm to the American people make sense?

Thank you for your time.
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Robert Roth -
Sent: ‘ Friday, September 22, 2017 2:36 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: impact of graham Cassidy on my students

| am a special education teacher. | have been working with students with disabilities for the past 20 years. Most of my
students have multiple disabilities, be they physical or cognitive. Graham- Cassidy appears to be set up to have
preexisting conditions be under the purview of individual states. While | am a staunch advocate of state’s rights, the
reality is that different states have very different abilities to fund health care and often have different priorities. While |
trust that the health of our children, as well as the health of anyone with preexisting conditions, has been considered
when crafting Graham- Cassidy, it creates many potential gaps and pitfalls for the neediest among us.

To me, the measure of a government, indeed of a society, is the degree to which consideration and support is provided
to the neediest. Graham-Cassidy, in its current incarnation, shows no clear commitment to those who need it most. In
this case, states should not have the power to determine whether their citizens receive the support they need. This
needs to be viewed as an inalienable civil/ human right.

Please reject this bill.

Sincerely,

Robert Roth
MSEd, MSW

Special Education Teacher, LAUSD
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: DAVID Caponera '
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:35 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mr. DAVID Caponera

=

HARVAD, MA 01451
a2
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Christi Martinez RN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:35 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote NO on the GrahamCassidy Bill

To whom it may concern:

My name is Christi Martinez, I currently live in Connecticut. I am a wife and mother of two young boys. I
work full-time in Human Resources and have pretty good benefits through my employer. However, like so
many other Americans, I have a pre-existing condition. Ihave Multiple Sclerosis and without out the
protections of the ACA which effects employers plans as well as individual plans. I would max out of my
insurance coverage in approximately 10 years. Being in Human Resources, I am very aware that the monthly
cost of my Tecfidera prescription is over $6,000 per month. In addition, I have to have annual MRI's and check
up's every 6 months. My annual insurance cost is approximately $100,000 just to treat my MS. The Graham
Cassidy bill would hurt me and so many other American's who have pre-existing conditions. To be honest,
there isn't anyone I know that doesn't have some form of pre-existing condition. Without a full review and an
analysis of effects of this bill, we can't not allow this sham of a bill to be passed.

I beg you please to say no to this bill.
Kind regards,

Christi Martinez
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marybeth Krummenacker‘

Sent: ' Friday, September 22, 2017 2:35 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addftion, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ms. Marybeth Krummenacker

Hicksville, NY 11801
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Beth Bosley ~
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:34 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Mrs. Beth Bosley

Morgantown, WV 26508

36



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Elaine <RGN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:34 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham/Cassidy Wealthcare Bill

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee:
I'm writing to beg you to vote NO for the GRaham/Cassidy healthcare bill.

To be perfectly honest, I am sick to my stomach at the prospect of this deplorable bill becoming law. It will not
only devastate my family, but millions of citizens across the country. I have a 17 year old son who is a Type 1
diabetic, since he was 2 1/2 yrs old. He is a very healthy, normal 17 year old because of the good healthcare
he's been lucky enough to have throughout his life! If this bill goes into effect, NO INSURANCE COMPANY
will EVER cover him! He will need medication and expensive medical equipment for the rest of his life, which
i hope will be a long one! What company would ever hire him knowing how much his healthcare will cost their
plans? He's doomed. Would you want that for your child?

My father in law is in a nursing home and needs medicaid to continue to get care. He's only 76 years old. My
mother in law can't afford to pay for his healthcare. Who will take care of him?

Just about everyone in my family and extended family has one medical condition or another. For the most part,
we are productive members of society because of decent healthcare. I do not want to see my family members

die needlessly because of the greedy and heartless tactics of some in government.

Healthcare is a right! Keep our healthcare, safe and affordable. Vote NO for Graham/Cassidy. Vote yes for
the ACA and work to make it better! Vote yes for Medicare For All!

Thank you

FElaine Trader
Dobbs Ferry, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: diana witt g

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:34 PM

To: . gchcomments

Subject: Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resuiting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
diana witt

san francisco, CA 94116
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Wri(_;ht,. Kevin (Finance)

From: laineyweinstein

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:29 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy Health Bill

I am a 47 year old married mom of two girls. Our family has been blessed with general good health, and our
girls have had an uneventful childhood health wise - plus or minus a few routine things like colds, getting their
tonsils out, and stiches from a bike wreck (always wear a helmut!.)

We have been covered at every turn by employer insurance, or COBRA if transitioning between jobs. Without
access to affordable insurance, even our routine health care needs would place a strain on our family finances,
so I can't imagine what millions of people face everyday with healthcare needs for their families that stray
beyond the routine.

While I believe that the ACA should be reviewed and improved, the Graham-Cassiday bill is NOT a
solution. It endangers millions of people's live and livelihoods by stripping key protections to ensure insurance

continues to be affordable and provide the care needed to live.

As a mom with two perfect pregnancies, [ may face a 17K increase in my premium alone - that is
unconciousably that I would be targeted for that type of penalty simply because I am a women and mother.

We currently receive health insurance from my husband's employer, if they were to stop providing insurance we
may be forced to forgo anything except a catastrophe policy.

In addition, I am horrified by the political posturing and flouting of the procedural checks and balances by not
waiting for an accurate CBO score and understanding of the impacts on all Americans.

Pushing this bill through to just say it was done undermines our entire democratic process and puts politics
above the need a of people.. You can do better than that.

Please put the American people first and do not put through this healthcare bill.

Lainey Canevaro Weinstein
Chicago, Illinois

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Anne Barker JJ N

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:21 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO on the Graham-Cassidy bill, and support and strengthen the ACA

Dear Senators:

I am wholly and completely opposed to the passage of the Graham-Cassidy bill, and to all other efforts to
destabilize, sabotage, or repeal the ACA. I oppose pulling back the expansion of Medicaid. I oppose changing
Medicaid to block grants. I oppose efforts to defund Planned Parenthood and the crucial health services they
provide, particularly to the young, the low-income, or people of color. I oppose allowing insurance companies
to charge more to people with pre-existing conditions, to cap lifetime benefits, or to withdraw coverage of
Essential Health Benefits.

Healthy people pay for sick or injured people in an insurance plan, until they become the sick or injured people,
and their coverage becomes paid for by other healthy people. That’s the way insurance works. Maternity
coverage benefits everyone, whether you will ever be pregnant or not. Where do you think babies come from?
Keeping people and our communities healthy benefits all of us, socially and financially, and as a country.

I have friends with children who are sick, with cancer, with diabetes, with other chronic diseases. They will
meet lifetime caps or have chronic pre-existing conditions their entire lives. Some of these children are toddlers.
The Graham-Cassidy bill would restrict their access to coverage and eventually price them out of the treatment
and medications they need.

I have friends and family who are sick, or have been sick in the past and represent a “higher risk”, and would
therefore be uncoverable, according to insurance plans of the past.

While we are currently healthy, my husband and I have pre-existing conditions, according to insurance
companies. Who can reach the ripe old age of 40 without having *something*? I was charged double the usual
premium once because I had dared to take antibiotics for a cat bite one year in my 20s. This is what insurance
companies did pre-ACA. This is unacceptable.

Finally, some people in the government talk a whole lot about supporting entrepreneurship. One of the best
ways to support entrepreneurship would be to ensure that people can obtain affordable health coverage
regardless of their employer. Potential entrepreneurs often feel handcuffed to their current employers because
they have health insurance as a benefit, and they would not be able to get affordable health insurance if they had
to purchase it on the individual market.
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Richard Balthazor e

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:23 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: OPPOSE Graham-Cassidy-Heller

I am opposing, and calling on you to oppose, the Graham-Cassidy-Heller "healthcare" bill for the following
reasons: '

1. With no full CBO score, rushed through without time for financial stakeholders to examine the bill, GCH
would rupture 20% of the US economy without any idea of the impact. 20% of the economy.

2. 20-30 million people will lose coverage, including some of the most vulnerable - the elderly, children, and
those with disabilities. With Medicaid gone, there is no safety net. This is unconscionable. The ENTIRE
MEDICAL ESTABLISHMENT - doctors, hospitals and insurers - is against this travesty.

Resume working on the bipartisan bill please, with public hearings, stakeholder input, and due process.

Thank you, . .
Dr. Richard Balthazor
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Linda @§

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Do NOT pass Graham-Cassidy bill

The US has the worst health care system of any developed nation. How could it be ANY worse? Why, with the Graham-
Cassidy bill, of course!

Here's a small taste of what it does:

- Fragment what healthcare we have into a state-by-state patchwork.

- Reduce health-care funding.

- Essentially strip healthcare from anyone with a pre-existing condition.

- Punish states that tried to take care of citizens, and reward those that didn't.

- Rush through a bill that the CBO hasn't had time to evaluate properly (because, hey, it's only about a sixth of our
economy).

The Republicans said for years that they could do better than the ACA. This is NOT better. It's far worse.

We need a true bipartisan solution, one that benefits private citizens and cuts out some of the obscene profits in the
system.

And this bill needs to go down in flames.
Sincerely,

Linda Gilbert

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Alice Rogers < mn. -

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy-Heller

Senate Finance Committee,

| urge you to reject Graham-Cassidy-Heller in favor of the bipartisan bill the Senate HELP Committee was considering.
Graham-Cassidy-Heller would cause 32 million people to lose their health coverage while destroying Medicaid and
harming some of the most vulnerable members of our communities, seniors and people with disabilities.

Alice Rogers

Mt Shasta, CA

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kate Harrison

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:24 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators,

Please do not vote for the Graham Cassidy healthcare bill, or for any plan that would result in a loss of coverage
for millions of Americans. This plan would be devastating for people in every state, and voting in favor of any
plan without a full CBO score to understand its consequences is incredibly irresponsible. Of course the
Affordable Care Act has flaws, but the current proposal will do nothing but make things worse. These are real
people's lives at stake, and this issue is too important to rush for a political win.

Thank you for your time,
Katherine Harrison

Signal Mountain, TN 37377
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Emilia Lievano

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Comment on Graham-Cassidy Bill

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:
| am concerned about the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson proposal currently being pushed through the Senate because

Schools based services, including OT, PT, Speech, Nursing, Special Transportation, School Psychologists, and all other
school services that receive federal Medicaid funding, including feeding low income children will be affected. $4 billion is
a lot of money for states to compensate for if federal dollars are cut under this bill....

In schools and early intervention alone, Medicaid supports $4 billion in IDEA-mandated services every year. Medicaid
cuts will most certainly affect these services. Pediatric OTs are likely to see significant cuts in coverage, more
restrictions, and reduced payment for Medicaid services wherever they are provided because states will be faced with
finding more state money or significantly cutting services. Other children’s services may be limited. And with no option
for subsidies for health insurance, some families may fall through the cracks and have no coverage at all.

I work with adults and Seniors, many of them receive Medicaid.| work with cancer patients who have lymphedema
(swelling from radiation and surgery to remove lymph nodes). They need specialized therapy to learn how to do self-
massage and specific exercises to promote lymph flow. They need special bandages/supplies and eventually
compression garments and pumps to help prevent infections and disfiguring limbs. Cancer would be a pre-existing
condition. | have a woman in her 50's with a history of Vulvar cancer. She lost her job when she had cancer treatment.
She can't pay her taxes, and has no money to pay for water or electricity in her house. Not having Medicare will surely
kill her. Please vote NO on this Graham-Cassidy Bill.

Emilia.Lievano
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:25 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy and American health care

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,
Please ask yourselves this question:

Is this proposed plan, for the health care of American citizens, a good plan that we would voluntarily
choose, or be willing to adopt, in the place of our current plans for ourselves and our families?

If you cannot in all honesty say, "Yes!", then my question is, why would it be considered a good enough plan for any other American
citizen?

I am a retired teacher, living very modestly on a rather limited income. Th is year, I was diagnosed with third stage, chronic kidney
disease. Without my current insurance and Medicare coverages combined, my future would be fraught with even greater uncertainty,
and that would be intolerable.

Can you realise how it has become truly terrifying to watch and to listen to people who are supposed to represent their constituents, as
they play their political games with something that so seriously affects the rest of us. The phrase 'pre-existing"contains its own

nightmare, when paired with 'state control'. And turning over block grants to fifty different states--total chaos! There are some things
better left to the administration of our federal government...

Why not find a way to stabilize what we already have with Medicare, and expand it to include every American citizen? It is what most
other civilized nations have alr eady done.

It is hard for reasonable people to understand why Congress cannot simply work as a unit to help everyone. After all, is that not why
each member was sent to Washington, D.C.?

Thank you for reading this e-mail, and for respectfully considering my remarks.

-Brenda Brake-
(American Citizen)
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Kristy Nishimoto

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:24 PM

To: gchcomments

Cc: patty@murray.senate.gov; CSS NDR (Cantwell)

Subject: Consideration the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal

To whom it may concern:

I write in opposition to consideration of the Graham-Cassidy proposal to repeal and replace the Affordable Care
Act (also referred to as Obamacare). I am an individual who is fortunate to have health insurance through my
employer and, as someone who has had health issues in the past, I know how invaluable this coverage can be.

I believe that health coverage should be available, accessible, and affordable to all Americans. I understand that not
all individuals in this country view health insurance as a right like I do. What I do not understand is how legislation
like the Graham-Cassidy proposal, which would have a broad impact on millions of lives, let alone on the health
care industry as a whole, can be considered for passage this month without proper analysis and feedback from all
impacted stakeholders.

Today a joint statement issued by associations representing physicians, hospitals and health plans was issued in
opposition to this proposal. If you do not care about the lives of your constituents, please consider the concerns

expressed by these groups.

It seems as though certain politicians care more about a "win" than they do about thoughtfully considered public
policy and helping create/improve a health care system that can best setve everyone. (And, no, certain tweaks to
the proposal to sweeten the pot for certain wavering Senators do not qualify as thoughtful public policy.) As you
proceed with consideration of any proposal impacting Obamacare, please pursue a thoughtful, transparent and
bipartisan process. Please take the time that is necessary to thoroughly analyze these proposals because they will
have wide-reaching implications and, for some individuals, be a matter of life a death.

Thank you for your consideration,

Kristy Nishimoto
Seattle, WA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: m

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: #GrahamCassidy

This Graham/Cassidy bill will hurt me!! Tweak the ACA!! It took many years to develop - how can you repeal
and replace in such a short time WITHOUT going through the normal law making process??

This is irresponsible!

Jackie DeFrino
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Janice Murota oA

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:25 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Affordable Care Act

I am a physician who works in Oakland, California. A study from the Annals of Internal Medicine, the most
respected academic journal in the field of internal medicine, compares Canadian to American outcomes in
patients with cystic fibrosis. Canadians have a 77% lower death rate compared to Americans who are uninsured.
The average life span for a Canadian with cystic fibrosis is 10 years longer than for their American
counterparts.The Graham-Cassidy bill is a death sentence for Americans with chronic illnesses like cystic
fibrosis which is a pre-existing condition as it starts from birth. Please do not destroy the health care coverage
on which millions of Americans rely for their survival.

http://annals.org/aim/article/2609289/survival-comparison-patients-cystic-fibrosis-canada-united-states-
population-based

Sincerely,

Janice Murota, M.D.

Berkeley, CA 94707
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Shannon McCallister m

Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Comments on Obamacare and Cassidy, Keller repeal bill

Without control of your raw material costs, you can't expect to control pricing. The cotton industry learned this
in 2010 when prices skyrocketed, and are only now coming down because China is offloading its goods.
Americans currently have no control of the raw materials of healthcare. The investors purchase drug patents at
fraction of the dollar and jack up pricing, that's raw goods of health care; our hospitals do not have a universal
pricing system that is consistent across state borders or even town lines, that is healthcare raw goods.

Without control of your raw materials you will find the same price lowering competition found in the
textile/apparel industry. The prices will only be slightly less than each others' suppliers, while the overall
healthcare costs continue to rise. Making it even more susceptible to price setting practices of the sellers. This is
the model of mass production, which is what the GOP is basing their alternative healthcare solutions on.

All you have to do is look at textile/apparel industry and see the dangers of this mass production model that has
already reached its lowest low and is now in reverse coursc to repair the damage, To see where the effect of a
price dominated system destroyed lives, so much so that China and India are now going to great lengths to
improve their environmental health and human worker relations, including providing safety equipment, like
fubber gloves, for their dye workers, and investing in green technology.

When price setting does happen by getting rid of the one thing that stood in its way, the ACA or as you continue
to call it "Obamacare", the American population will know exactly who to come after with blame for their
skyrocketing costs. It will be the GOP.

So instead of unnecessarily harming Americans with a failed bill that takes away their health insurance, (and
jeopardizing the GOPs reelection chances), fix our current Affordable Care Act by using incentives instead of
deterrents. Add a low-cost catastrophe only option to the current plans listed on ACA and allow customization
of additional benefits under this plan.

In offering this low-cost catastrophe only option to the current ACA plans, you give the healthy buyers what
they say they want, "to only pay for insurance that they think they will use." You also incentivize insurance
companies to use ACA because this option equals double profit: through the low risk payout of healthy buyers
drawn to the plan. and additional profit through customization. Piccemcal buying always adds up to nice profit
margins. Small costs add up quickly, we all know that and have experienced it.

Once the healthy buyers and sellers are drawn to the ACA marketplace by their own power of desire, then the
price reduction through marketplace competition will occur, having insured that raw material costs are reigned
in. Increase consumer confidence more by allowing purchasing of the add-on benefits year-round. This way the
consumcr is assurcd that an uncxpected medical cvent docs not financially cripple them, making the healthy
buyer more likely to choose the low cost catastrophe only plan for peace of mind.

How does this simple addition address raw material costs of healthcare? By corporate lawyers of the insurance
company who will go after investors who attempt to buy cheap patents and hike up price. That price hiking now
cuts into their remaining potential profit since they must comply by the 80-20 rule of ACA to remain in ACA.
By forcing a more cordial and beneficial arrangement between insurance providers and medical
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providers/facilities. By reducing the current leverage of insurance companies by making them want to use ACA
and therefore have to play fairly with the established rules of the ACA, no more exploiting loopholes or issuing
ultimatums to our government.

We have seen how incentives work in our financial industries, especially those dealing in issuing credit, our car
buying industries, and our retail industries. Incentives will work in our current healthcare mass distribution
system. This incentive will bring in buyers and sellers that are ncccssdr) to stabilize the system and eventually
remove the need- for mandates on the buyers.

Once the majority of potential sellers and buyers of healthcare have willingly bought into this system, then our
country can feasibly explore a single-payer system in the future without shocking our system.

Shannon McCallister

MFA Costume Design & Apparel Engineering

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: CSinRI 3
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:15 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy healthcare repeal bill

To the honorable members of the Senate FinanceCommittee:

I am writing both as a healthcare consumer, as an employer, and as former
health care exchange call center employee. I know not only my story, but
those of hundreds of people.

What we need is healthcare law that ensures:

. stability in the insurance market so that families and business can
plan for healthcare costs
. everyone is covered regardless of pre-existing conditions
"« healthcare access that is not reliant on full-time employment with a
single employer
. free preventative care for women's health as well as men's health
. women are not penalized for their biology - birth control services,
- pre-natal, and maternity services should all be affordable
. affordability for the middle class

I wish you Godspeed in ensuring access to healthcare for all Americans.

Catherine Saunders
02906
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

. From: Meredith g il .
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 11:18 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

| am writing in opposition to the Graham-Cassidy Bill.

My family and | all depend on quality, affordable health care, including the continuation of
coverage for pre-existing conditions.

In addition, as a psychotherapist, | am acutely aware of the importance of coverage for
behavioral health treatment. My suicidal patients, and those with severe eating disorders,
would be negatively impacted if outpatient and inpatient treatment for psychological issues
were to be curtailed. | also know that many of my patients would have difficulty paying for
insurance if state block grants were decreased or disappeared.

I would like to see a Bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it. :

Sincerely,
Meredith J. Goldsmith, LICSW
Stoughton, MA

== Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: (e

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 1:20 AM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

The Graham Cassidy Bill did not follow regular order of the Senate. The Bill is essentially a tax break for the rich via pre-
tax medical savings and harmful to the middle class as their premiums will rise. It will be devastating to the millions
upon millions who will lose their health insurance. It puts people with pre-existing conditions at risk of extreme
increases in premiums and loss of insurance all together. It interferes with women’s reproductive choices and puts
coverage for basic things like birth control and pregnancy at risk. The legislation will be hurtful to the most vulnerable in
our society, the elderly, the young and the sick. Graham Cassidy should not be passed. If itis | hope every Senator that

" votes for it is is continually reminded of the harm they have done through personal stories of the people whose lives will

be ruined by it.

Thanks you,
Alison Brett
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Barbara Kish

Sent: ‘ Friday, September 22, 2017 5:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: public testimony

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

| live (like many others) with several pre-existing conditions: chronic migraines, Bipolar Il disorder, Hashimoto's
thyroidosis, PCOS, and insulin resistance. But because | have excellent insurance, all of these are under control,
and | lead a healthy and productive life. Without the prescriptions | take daily, | don't want to imagine the alternative.
Lifetime caps on insurance would also be devastating, obviously.

| won't even get into the rest of my family, but they're in the same boat.

| would like to see a open, transparent, and bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Please
listen to the citizens of America, the ones who elected you and are counting on you to act in OUR best interests.

Sincerely, Barbara Kish
Corning, NY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Cay Brass

Sent: Friday, Septembér 22, 2017 4:34 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: No to Graham Cassidy

| andmy family rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. The
ACA and its expanded Medicaid program saved our lives and made it possible to survive on our small
salary... | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Mary Brass

Vermont
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Becca Quick

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Rebecca Quick

Chicago, IL
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amy Silver

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:48 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: (SENDER VALIDATION FAILED --- May not have originated from apparent sender)

Please Oppose the Graham-Cassidy Plan

Dear Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden:

Rare disease patients and their families rely on the patient protections that the Senate is considering eliminating by
passing the Graham-Cassidy plan. Specifically, this legislation brings back annual and lifetime caps, limitless out-of-
pocket costs, and inadequate coverage by rolling back essential health benefits. This bill would also allow insurers to
discriminate against rare disease patients by charging them premiums based upon their health status, thus pricing them
out of the market.

In addition, rare disease patients and their families rely on Medicaid for life-sustaining and life-saving care. Under the
Graham-Cassidy plan, federal funding of Medicaid would be substantially weakened by per capita caps and block grants,
resulting in states potentially delaying or outright refusing coverage for necessary care.

| am asking you to stand up for the rare disease community by opposing the Graham-Cassidy plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Amy Silver

Highland Park, IL 60035
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Randy Bickford
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:48 PM
To: . gchcomments
Subject: Opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill

Dear Sir or Madam:

My family is opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill. We rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Under ACA, my family’s
health care has improved and costs are more affordable.

Under the ACA we can also afford to cover the employees of our small business with quality healthcare benefits.
This is important to them and to the success of our business.

| urge all members of Congress to work together in a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal
it. The Graham-Cassidy bill is NOT the right approach for America’s citizens.

Best regards,

Randy Bickford
Orangevale, California
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Reis

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Improve not repeal

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. The two healthiest people that [
know and love have pre-existing conditions and should always have affordable access to health care. It's unconscionable
that that be taken from them.

Sincerely, Elizabeth Reisz

Louisville, KY
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stasia Tikkanen

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

To Whom it may concern,

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
friends and family rely on Medicaid, have pre-existing conditions and disabilities and need access to health
insurance. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Stasia Tikkanen

Davis, Ca

17



Wright. Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Kouguel, (NN

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:06 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Vote NO on Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy
bill. My story with family members with pre-existing conditions, disabilities, affordability, are
extensive to detail but please know, with this proposed bill, my famiy and millions of others' lives
will be in jeopardy. [ would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not
repeal it.

thank you,
Susan Kouguell
Mamaroneck NY 10543
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: | vk Lesh
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:48 PM

To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy Hearing Comment

My family relies on health insurance provided through the Affordable Care Act in Minnesota. Because of this, I
am strongly opposed to the Graham-Cassidy bill.

In 2016 I was diagnosed with testicular cancer and I had it treated with an operation, but I am still in the risky
surveillance period which is characterized by regular, costly exams. If Graham-Cassidy passes, my premiums
are likely to rise if my pre-existing condition doesn't exclude me from coverage altogether. If I lose my
coverage, I likely won't be able to afford the exams I need and my sons, in kindergarten and second grade, will
risk growing up without a father.

As such, I prefer a bipartisan effort to fix the ACA, not repeal it.
Thank you,

Mark Leigh
Rochester, Minnesota
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Stephanie Malcy~.

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:48 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: The Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill.

Years ago, as a 25 year old woman, | was labeled with a pre-existing cyslic bleeding cundition, | was forced to stay wilh
my health insurance company and their expensive premiums for years. | had no choice and little money at the time, so
my parents thankfully have the resources to cover my health insurance. Otherwise, | would have been forced to go
without coverage. This should never happen, people should not have to make a choice between healthcare and
purchasing groceries.

Nobody is arguing that the ACA doesn’t need some tweaks but rather then repeal it, | would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the Affordable Care Act. If we repeal it, it strikes me as throwing the baby out with the
bathwater, isn’t it time we figured out a better solution.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Malcy
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Marie Macaisa

Sent: Friday, September 22,2017 5:06 PM .
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

We all deserve quality, affordable health care. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I am fortunate
enough to have excellent health care insurance through my employer, but that may not always be the case. I also
have family and friends now who rely on ACA for their health care. Without it, they would have no coverage,
and their livelihood and lives would be at risk. President Obama said the ACA was just a first step. I would like
to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve it, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Marie Macaisa
Chicago, IL
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Chris%@,pher O'Brian

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:06 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill

I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. [ would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the
ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Christopher O'Brian

Rochester, NY

Sent from my iPhone
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Melanie

Sent: Friday, SeptembBer 22, 2017 5:06 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Please, Improve ACA - DO NOT start over
Dear Sirs,

Many of my artist and self employed friends rely on the current access to quality, affordable healthcare.
Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. | know many, many individuals who were not able to
obtain health insurance prior to the ACA.

Everyone deserves healith care. Small business is a strong thread in our economy; the little operations who
provide a service and pay their taxes. Individuals with small business were not able to access or afford health
insurance in our previous system; with ACA they can. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to
improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Melanie Schow
Sanger, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Natalie Miller

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:48 PM
To: gchcomments :
Subject: RE: Public testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy hearing

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, 1 oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with is that I'm an
independent contractor, who doesn't receive health care coverage from the companies I work for. I also have preexisting
conditions that I need medication to treat, and I cannot afford treatment without ACA. [ would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Natalie Miller

Redondo Beach, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Liz Stadther

Sent: , Friday, Septembér 22, 2017 5:06 PM '
To: " gchcomments

Subject: Fix ACA, don't repeal it!

I'm a cancer survivor that cannot gamble with losing the right to affordable health care for pre-existing
conditions. I'm only one, there are millions of people who have fought cancer and other potentially lethal
diseases and will need to again. It's a life-or-death situation. '

A good friend of mine went without health insurance for 20 years because she couldn't afford it. When she
signed up under the Affordable Care Act, she had a physical that revealed multiple health issues, some serious,
that were all taken care of. She will lose coverage again if the ACA is repealed, and may not be able to afford it
if it isn't fixed to work as it should.

It's shameful that anyone is even talking about repeal, much less acting on it. We need a bipartisan effort to fix
the existing ACA.

Sincerely,

Liz Stadther
St. Paul, MN
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Wendy Bellow¥

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:46 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill - Finance Committee

To Whom It May Concern:

| understand that the Finance Committee will be holding a hearing on the Graham Cassidy bill on Monday at 2 pm. | would like to let you
know my situation regarding health care and my position regarding this bill.

| am a 61 year old woman living in Payson, Arizona. | was laid off of my job as a Proposal Writer in February of 2016. | had had decent
health insurance through that company. The job was a full-time, work-from-home position that | had planned to continue until | was eligible
for Medicare. | looked for a new position until end of 2016, at which time | put myself out there as a freelancer; | have had some success,
but my income is no where near what it was!

When | was laid off, because of Obamacare, | was able to obtain affordable insurance. Not ONLY was | able to obtain affordable
insurance, but | was able to have coverage for my pre-existing conditions. These include knee problems (two injuries as well as arthritis)
and back problems (spinal stenosis and a herniated disc). | have not needed any major treatment for any of these problems as of yet -
other than MRIs to access the situation. However, as | age, these conditions worsen despite my best efforts to keep them under control,
such as swimming laps three times a week and attending water aerobics twice a week. Doctors have suggested | may soon need
surgeries on both my knees, as well as my back. Now, tell me, if | lose coverage for pre-existing conditions, what will | do iffiwhen it gets to
that point?! | cannot afford even ONE of those surgeries without insurance coverage.

I also understand that the Graham Cassidy bill has a discriminatory age tax; people over 50 will pay up to 5
times more than currently. This will be unaffordable for me. So, in addition to possibly losing coverage for pre-
existing conditions, I might lose coverage entirely.

Please do NOT support this bill.
Sincerely,

Wendy K Bellows
L]
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Janet Shapiro

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:40 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Affordable Care Act importance

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. |
have diabetes and need insulin and continuous support for related difficulties with my eyesight as well as
circulatory problems.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.
Sincerely,
Janet Shapiro

Sun City West, Arizona
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: - Sarah Morgan (i ENEENAYS

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Testimony

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Sarah Morgan

Pittsburgh, PA 15221



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: John Teschneg

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please Vote No on Graham-Cassidy!
Aloha,

As someone with a pre-existing condition, I rely on the protections created by the Affordable Care Act. They
have allowed me to leave my employer-sponsored healthcare and start my own small business knowing that I
can buy affordable insurance as a self-employed entrepreneur. Graham-Cassidy will destroy these protections.

Sincerely,

John Teschner
Moloaa, Kauai, Hawaii



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Molly Lewis §
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:42 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Healthcare Bill

In 2006 I gave birth to my son Jack. Like most 11 year olds he is wonderful and frustrating (his idea of a clean
room and mine are not the same) and I wouldn't trade him for the world. I would, however, trade the gestational
diabetes | was diagnosed with while pregnant. [ endured 6 months of insulin shots, and would do it again in 2
heartbeat, for him.,

Thanks to the gestational diabetes I now have a highly increased chance of developing Type 2 diabetes later in
life. [ watch my diet, exercise, and keep track of my A1C levels. Despite the care that | am taking to protect my
health, insurance companies would still see me only as a pre-existing condition if it weren't for the ACA. The
Graham-Cassidy bill cannot guarantee me the same.

The ACA needs to be fixed, not repealed. The Graham-Cassidy bill would hurt too many Americans.

We need to do better.

Sincerely,

Molly Lewis
Sacramento, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: 4Elissa Sussman _

Sent: ‘Friday, September 22, 2017 4:42 PM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Public Testimony for Monday's Graham-Cassidy Hearing

I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, T oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I am young woman who is
hoping to have children in the next few years and this bill is a danger to anyone who becomes pregnant or has children.
Pregnancy is not a pre-existing condition and women should not be penalized, especially when those who support this
bill do not support any alternatives to family planning. Obamacare is the reason I am able to have healthcare, and [
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, _
.
Elissa Sussman

S oo

. Los Angeles, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:39 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Cassidy/Graham

I am opposed to Cassidy Graham because of the negative impact it would have on our MaineCare

recipients.
Please work for a health care plan that would care for those who are unable to afford to care for

themselves.

Elin Elisofp»

]
Vinalhaven, ME 04863




Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kellie Powe!! (RS :

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy will kill people

Statement for the record: Just about everyone on the planet opposes this bill, except for the Koch brothers and
their ilk.

No one with a conscience could vote for this bill.

g,
8

%
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Wright, Kevin (Finance) - e ————————————————————————————————————

From: Diana Rhodes

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:42 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Vote NO

What is happening to our country? When did Republicans become a party and politic for the ultra wealthy only.
Heartless and shameful! VOTE NO.

Diana Rhodes

Cheyenne, WY

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Amanda Hinde

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: G-Cbill / NO

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. I
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it. Moving forward
with the proposed G-C bill is reckless, heartless, and poorly thought-out. It seems a desperate act, with
grave consequences. Americans don't deserve this - we need smart leadership and compassionate action.

Sincerely,

Amanda Hinde

Mill Valley, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Titania Bard :

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:41 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: The Graham Cassidy ACA Repeal

My family and I need the ACA ,it's my husband's healthcare insurance .It is is affordable and it allows him
needed medications and to see a doctor he trusts .He has no benefits through his employer so we need the ACA
My ninety year old mother ,and my profoundly disabled sibling need Social Security ,Medicaid and Medicare .
We can't afford the Graham -Cassidy Bill because It will kill real people .Karen L - Bloomington ,In 47403

-
&
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Pastor John A. Nelson

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:47 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: NO on Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-
Cassidy bill. Medicaid has saved the lives of members of my family and of my church: any
possible reductions in Medicaid are unacceptable. Without absolutely clear protections of
persons with pre-existing conditions, other members of my family and church would be unable

to afford the cost of health insurance.

I would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson

Lenox, MA

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson

Lenox, MA 01240
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Susan Dantino!

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham/Cassidy Bill

I am writing this plea to those who must see that this bill is no bill at all but another desperate lie by those who put party
before people. | and my family are among those millions who will suffer the consequences of this irresponsible and
heartless mockery of a bill. Block this bill. Listen to your conscience.

Susan Dantino
Southington CT

Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

~ From: Robert Hawks
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Are you guys insane?

No hearings, no CBO Score, no vote.
Don't be stupid. America needs to shake it off.

Robert Hawks
Michigan City, Indiana



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

- "
From: PAT KOFAHL 4l
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:22 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy

Dear Committee Members,

Without belaboring the obvious, May I say that the ACA replacement bill known as Graham-Cassidy is one of
the most cynical frauds ever perpetrated on the American public?

[ understand what a difficult place the Republican members of the United States Congress are in: on the one
hand you have the 1%, the healthcare industry, the Koch Brothers and the rest of the arch-conservatives (in
other words, your donors), clamoring and pushing you to shove 32 million Americans off of affordable medical
coverage, which is now provided by the ACA.

In its place you would have each state duplicate the efforts of the Federal Government, thus placing an
unrealistic and unfeasible economic burden upon them, while giving a massive tax cut to those who need it
least. :

You would deny the reality that while the current system is far from perfect, it has allowed millions more to
obtain affordable healthcare coverage, saving untold lives and making our society more fair, equitable and
robust.

You would have to acknowledge that after more than seven years, and over fifty attempts to repeal the
Affordable Care Act, that Republicans are actually against any kind of federally run healthcare system, which in
its different forms has been shown to be successful in every other developed country in the world.

Americans are watching what you are doing very closely. To quote a source that some may find significant, “No

servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

Your actions will have consequences. Trust me.

Sincerely,

Pat Kofahl
Phoenix, AZ 85016



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: IS »
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:22 PM
To: gchcomments

Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician who cares deeply about the ability of America's patients to access the care they need, | write in
opposition to the Graham-Cassidy bill to replace the ACA. This bill is just as bad as the ACA repeal efforts that came
before. My home state has worked hard to improve the well-being of its residents, and this bill would clearly undo many
of the gains that we have worked hard to achieve over the years.

Any physician knows that when it comes to our patients, coverage doesn't always mean care. By overturning protections
for patients with preexisting conditions and by slashing coverage of essential health benefits, this bill would leave too
many patients between the cracks — especially the most vulnerable.

Rather than stripping health care from millions of Americans, Congress now has an opportunity to take a bipartisan
approach toward stabilizing the insurance markets and fixing the ACA. | urge you to take that opportunity and join me in
opposing Graham-Cassidy.

Dr.Karen Leitner
newton, MA
Sent from my iPhone



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: % Michael Siemon

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:21 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ' Graham-Cassidy-Heller bill hearings
Hello,

{ am writing from zip-code 94618 (CA), to urge the committee to reject the Cassidy “health” bill. It is a nightmare
that will destroy state efforts to provide necessary health care to their citizens, devastating budgets and guaranteeing
poor health outcomes for huge numbers of our citizens. No responsible government should indulge in such malicious
games for the purpose of raiding the US Treasury for ill-conceived uses of taxpayers money.

sincerely,

Michael L. Siemon
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: st

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 9:19 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Please don't screw up healthcare

We need birth control and preexisting conditions covered explicitly. Don't continue to make healthcare harder
for poor people, they need it the most!! The problems are the prices the health industry in America charges.
Listen tu Bernie about how other countries do healthcare!! Why are we so afrdid ol change when whal we
have now is so corrupt and stealing from the American people who are forced to choose outlandish healthcare
prices or their family's health. | love my family and get insurance through my employer but pay $600 a month
for just myself and my children. | can't even afford to have my husband on my insurance as it would double
that premium. He has to pay for his own separate insurance. | even have high deductible insurance!! | want
coverage. | need coverage!! | need to live as long as | can to help support my moderately disabled autistic
child. |just don't know why it's so much money. Along with car and house insurance, half of my salary goes to
anticipating the worst with nothing saved or invested for my future.

Kim Ellis of Indiana
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Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Kirstin Quinn Siegy! G NN .
-

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 4:47 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Oppose Graham-Cassidy bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My
story with affordability is living in the Bay Area on a middle income means if me or my partner loses our
jobs, we won't be able to afford health care for our 3 year old son. I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Kirstin Quinn Siegel

Richmond, CA
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Eyreka Peterson
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:07 PM
To: gchcomments

My family rely/relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Though I
work full time, I don't receive great health benefits and the ACA allows my daughter to have treatment for her pre-
existing condition: Hydrocephalus. We rely on the ACA for her care and for medical care for the rest of our family.
would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Eyreka Peterson

O'Fallon, IL



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Alegria

Sent: Friday, Séptember 22, 2017 5:07 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy Bill

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My husband
suffers from diabetes, and | fear that his pre-existing condition will cause us unnecessary financial hardship should
this bill pass. | would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,

Nancy Alegria

San Francisco, California



Wrig ht, Kevfn (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris Archer

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:06 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Chris Archer

Chino Hills , California 91709



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth Jacobso
Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:05 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of heaithcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Elizabeth Jacobson

et
. D

: Minneapolis,{ Minnesota 55419



Wright, Kevin (Finance) ‘

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gary Bellert

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:05 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

HOW CAN YOU LET THIS ABOMINATION OF A BILL GET TO A VOTE WHEN MILLIONS
OF AMERICANS WIL LOSE THEIR HEALTHCARE COVERAGE?

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bil—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. it’s also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Gary Bellert

Sycamore, lllinois 60178



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harold Withers

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:05 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Harold Withers -

Borrego Springs, California 92004

12



Wric_;ht, Kevin (Fignce)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tye Newton

Saturday, September 23,2017 4:05 PM d
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Tye Newton

-_——

Portiand, Maine 04101

13



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

MarianKitty Dennis

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:05 PM
gchcomments ‘

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

MarianKitty Dennis

Santa Cruz, California 95062

14



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: ) .
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:05 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: ACA

| oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My story with [Medicaid, pre-existing conditions, disabilities, affordability, etc.] is... | would like to see a
bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Darlene Hoffenberg

Deerfield, IL

15



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Ingerson

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4.04 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Jennifer Ingerson

Chicago, lllinois 60640

16



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent: -
To:
Subject:

r bishop

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:04 PM .
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country's future, including

healthcare for working families.

r bishop

fort wayne in, Indiana 46815

18



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

N Refes

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4.04 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

I don't understand the obsession with reject the current American Health Care Act. | agree
that it is not perfect but the foundations are in place. We should shore up the current AMA in

order to protect millions of American citizens.

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

N Refes

NYC, New York 10003

20



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karla Frandson

Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:43 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’'ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. '

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
" protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, inciuding

healthcare for working families.

Karla Frandson

San Diego, California 92128

13



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roger Gardner
Saturday, September 23, 2017 2:44 PM

- gchcomments ,
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes. .

-In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Roger Gardner

Redding, California 96003

12



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debi Bender

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:51 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The United States is a third world country in respect to assuring medical insurance for
citizens. How embarrassing!

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Debi Bender

Evansville, Indiana 47715

23



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

%

Michael Lipinski NG
Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:51 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Michae! Lipinski

CA, California 94401

22



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Elizabeth Forrester

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:50 PM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassity

It's quite clear that this bill is a sham. It is not going to help Americans receive the health care they need and
should have as a right. Tt is a thinly veiled attempt to save face in light of the unconditional promise by
Republicans that they would get rid of "Obamacare" (at any cost!). Americans don't want this bill (they prefer
keeping Obamacare and fixing its problems (63% in latest poll). If this bill passes it will cause a lot of
unnecessary physical and emotional suffering, and will assuredly mean a complete defeat in the house for
Republicans in 2018. Who wins? No one.

Beth Forrester

28



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

R
From: Siobhan Hayes
Sent: Saturday, Septemier 23, 2017 3:55 PM %
To: gchcomments '
Subject: Vote no on Graham-Cassidy

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare including my mother, who has stage IV cancer and is on
Medicaid. Because of this, I oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. This country should be moving in the direction of
Medicaid for all, not taking away health insurance for millions of Americans. I would like to see a bipartisan
Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely,
Siobhan Hayes

Richmond, CA



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

£

From: Sandy Simonis

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:41 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham-Cassidy

i3

My family relies on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. Many in
our family have pre-existing health conditions, including Celiac disease, Lupus, and Diabetes. Losing medical
coverage would be life threatening. As senior citizens, we rely on coverage to help us maintain our good
health to remain productive members of society.

| would like to see a bipartisan Congressional effort to improve the ACA, not repeal it.

Sincerely, Sandra Simonis

%

%

Mundelein, lllinois

45



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Leon Van Dyke

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:36 AM_
To: gchcomments

Subject: health bill

Folks:

I am adamantly against the proposed Graham health bill. | exist on a fixed income, and find unconscionable that you
would even consider passing it.

Imagine the hurtful consequences, please.
Sincerely
Leon J. Van Dyke

Portland, Me. 04103

53



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Judy wain G

Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:.00 PM
To: gchcomments
Subject: Graham-Cassidy bill hearing

We oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill. My husband and I are both retired. Costs are projected to go up for
seniors under this bill which could make necessary health care unaffordable for us. We both have cancer
and are also very concerned about what will happen to those of us with pre-existing conditions. We
currently have great health care with reasonable premiums and want that to continue. We urge Congress
to do the right thing and not repeal the Affordable Care Act. If reasonable changes need to be made, this
should be done on a bipartisan basis.

Judy Wain
Roseville, MN

17



Writ_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Thomas Reynolds

Saturday, September 23, 2017 4:.06 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcére, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Thomas Reynolds

Voorheesville, New York 12186



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Charles Favorite _
Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:47 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we’ve made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which
it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Charles Favorite

*

Isle, Minnesota 56342-4772



Wright, Kevin (Fina_|.1_ce)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

BELINDA MYERS S

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:47 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of .healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

I'urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
BELINDA MYERS

Bloomington, Indiana 47403



_Wri(_;ht, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna knipp AR

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:47 PM
gchcomments
Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

in 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’'s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Donna Knipp

‘N

New York, New York 10034



Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance) -

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Vance ]
Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating

working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we'll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.
Susan Vance

Pleasanton, California 94588



Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Edward Landler

Saturday, September 23, 2017 3:46 PM
gchcomments

Protect our healthcare. Reject Graham-Cassidy.

Finance Committee,

The newest version of Trumpcare would kick 32 million people off of healthcare, devastating
working families and rolling back the progress we've made in protecting so many Americans.
Also, hidden in this bill—known as Graham-Cassidy—is a $20 billion tax break for the highly-
profitable medical device industry, which has $230 billion in profits stashed offshore on which

it has not paid a dime in U.S. taxes.

In 2009, the Affordable Care Act was reviewed by three different Senate committees,
received dozens of hearings and 169 hours of consideration. This week’s ONE hearing is an

embarrassment and outrage given the life and death matters at stake.

| urge the Senate and the Senate Finance Committee to reject Graham-Cassidy and to
protect the healthcare of millions of Americans. It's also time that wealthy corporations pay
their fair share in taxes! When they do, we’ll be able to invest in our country’s future, including

healthcare for working families.

Edward Landler

Los Angeles, California 90065

12



Wright, Kevin (Finance)
From: Carolyn Woodard SNy » >

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:06 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Cancer co-pays shouldn't add to your health problems or the stress on your family
Hello,

I am a breast cancer survivor. | have insurance through my husband’s employment. We had to pay $6,000 over 2 months
last summer because we met the yearly cap the month before the insurance year changed and then the first month of
the new insurance year. It was hard for my family but we had savings and | was grateful it wasn’t more than that.

My parents are aging and live 8 hours away. We would like to move to be closer to them, but are afraid to change jobs
and perhaps of losing our insurance. And the job that my husband interviewed for two years ago at a community college
there was just cut. What if he had taken the job and then lost it, in the midst of my cancer journey?

Every week when | went for my chemo treatments | would sit in the waiting room and listen to the patient billing staff
try to help families figure out a payment plan to help cover their co-pays. Once a family was there from 4 hours away in
western Virginia, because they were shopping for a treatment center that they could afford for their middle aged parent
who had no insurance. The teenage kids were trying everything they could with the help of a relative to find a place their
very sick mother could be treated. Believe me when | say | heard people with problems paying every week trying to
figure out what to do. | have several friends with gofundme pages for their medical expenses or that of their kids. It is
great that some communities can step up to help them out. What if you have no community? What if your community
can only raise $1000 and your treatment costs a million? What about people with chronic conditions, some from
childhood, that will require treatments and medication their entire life?

| remember the television commercial and Sarah Palin talking about the “death panels” who would decide when elderly
people would qualify for life-saving treatments and when it would be too expensive. It seems to me that those death
panels are coming now - and there aren’t even panels of experts deciding who can pay to live and who will have to die -
it’s just insurance and pharmaceutical companies making all the decisions based on profit. '

I don’t believe everyone has a right to good health. You may be healthy, you may be injured, you may develop cancer.
You have to face what comes. But | do believe this: our country is better off - economically, socially - when our fellow
Americans are as healthy as they can be. We all have an interest in helping each other be as healthy as possible. Right
now we seem to be determined to return to a system of health that is as expensive as possible without any positive
outcomes. A system of leaving it up to the market will NOT WORK. Please do not take away health care from millions of
Americans without something to replace it with that will cover as many people as the ACA and will incentivize people to
seek better health and companies to provide preventative and basic care for everyone, not through Emergency Room
visits or astronomical deductibles. :

| oppose the Graham Cassidy bill.

Carolyn Woodard
Casanova VA 20139

37



Being a caregiver 24/7 is HARD, no matter how much yon love someone. It's exhausting and backbreaking and yes, rewarding
All of it. But no-one is superhuman. We need the help we get. We didn't ask for this. Avery certainly didn't ask for this. We
didn't do something to "earn" this lot in life (is that really what we've come to telling people anyway - it's their punishment for
some past choices or actions, some sort of pay-back?). We want to care for her always, at home, within our community, but it
takes a support system that includes government safety nets to do so. Our terror is not unfounded. It's not families like ours
being "overly dramatic” - we have little lime for extra, unnecessary draina, believe me. Medicaid law and funding is complex
and nuanced. I know because we live it and I've worked it for the last 10 years. I know it and understand it in ways I wish I
didn't need to or have to. Please remember that healthcare isn't some nebulous thing - there are real people, real lives in this
debate. You know them. Please don't forget them. Don't turn a blind eye to them in the name of politics.

The changes to Medicaid proposed in this bill will be devastating to families like ours. Home and Community based services
(Waiver services) are not required services, and when funding is lacking (as it will be) they will be some of the first services to
be reduced. There are already waiting lists for these services here and across our nation. People in need, people who are eligible
are going without because there is already not enough funding. This Graham Cassidy Bill promises states flexibility while
reducing their funding. It creates a mechanism for great healthcare inequality in the United States of America. Why? Why is
that an end goal of any interest? 1 suppose the thought it that states “will take care of their own” and provide the finds needed to
make up a short-fall, but let’s be honest. That will NEVER happen in a state like Indiana. Or Mississippi. Or Texas. No matter
what, people scream about paying any more in taxes. Why should be put vulnerable children, people with disabilities, the aged,
eto. it their hands? You want us (o trust your plau, but we can’t trust our own comnunities in inany cases? 1t°s the Federal
funding and guarantee that has offered these populations care and protection. Now this bill wants to undo that. Please vote NO
and work with the Democrats to craft a bill that really addresses the healthcare needs of this country. Please stop playing
politics with our most vulnerable. We’d appreciate having one less battle to fight for our children!

Thank you,

Holly Paauwe

Indianapolis, IN
Uit
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Wrig ht; Kevin (Finance)

From: Tom Womack SNy >
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:05 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Health Care Bill

Please do NOT pass this bill. My wife and I depend on the ACA as it is.

Tom Womack
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: ' Michelle Au ST, >

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:06 AM
To: , gchcomments
Subject: opposition to Graham-Cassidy bill

To the members of the Senate Finance Committee,

As a physician at Emory-St. Joseph's hospital in Atlanta, | write on behalf of me, my patients; and my family in support of the Affordable
Care Act, and to express my strong opposition to any future attempts to repeal or weaken this important public health law, including the
Graham-Cassidy repeal and replace proposal that contains many of the same negative provisions as the proposals rejected by the
Senate earlier this year. The Graham-Cassidy proposal would cut health coverage and raise premiums and out-of-pocket costs for
millions, eliminate the Prevention and Public Health Fund, slash federal Medicaid spending and end the ACA's Medicaid expansion,
allow states to weaken protections for people with pre-existing conditions and eliminate Medicaid reimbursements to Planned

Parenthood for one year.

Continued implementation of the Affordable Care Act is critical to addressing a number of the biggest challenges facing our health
system, including uneven quality and deaths due to medical errors, discriminatory practices by health insurance providers and the
shrinking ranks of the nation's primary care providers. The ACA is helping to shift our health system from one that focuses on treating
the sick to one that focuses on keeping people healthy.

Under the law, millions of previously uninsured Americans now have affordablc and comprehensive health coverage, driving down the
national uninsured rate. Since its enactment, the law has provided 137 million Americans with access to preventive health care services
such as vaccines, disease screenings, well-child visits and tobacco cessation counseling without co-pays or deductibles. More than 39
million seniors and people with disabilities have also accessed preventive services without cost through the Medicare program. In
addition, millions of young adults up to age 26 are able to stay on their parents' health insurance plans, and up to 129 million individuals
with pre-existing conditions are protected from insurance coverage denials. The ACA also provides critical mandatory funding through
the Prevention and Public Health Fund for community-based prevention and wellness activities, including efforts to control the obesity
epidemic, reducc tobaceo use and modernize vaccination systems. Eliminating this funding would devastate the budget of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention where the fund now makes up 12 percent of the agency's annual budget.

[ strongly urge you to oppose the Graham-Cassidy bill and any other effort to repeal or weaken the ACA and instead continue the
ongoing bipartisan efforts to improve and strengthen the ACA.

Sincerely yours,

Michelle Au, MD

gac v,
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Mary Glenn Curtin _
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:06 AM
To: gchcomments

Subject: Opposition to Graham -Cassidy

This is a hastily put together bill with no provisions or assurances for those in my family with pre-existing health issues. It
is designed only to get a "win" for those who sit in Congress and are unaffected by the consequences and to gain favor
with the president.

Sent from my iPad
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Andrea Levario GENEENRNES

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:04 AM

To: gchcomments; Jurinka, Elizabeth (Finance)

Subject: LGBTQ Groups Letter Opposing Graham-Cassidy
Attachments: LGBTQ Groups SFinance Opposing Graham-Cassidy.pdf

Attached please find the letter from 115 groups supporting LGBTQ equality opposing the Graham Cassidy
proposal.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Thank you.

Andrea Levario

Andrea Levario
Senior Public Policy Advocate | Human Rights Campaign
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: Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Nancy Hoover <

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:05 AM
To: gchcomments; Nancy Hoover
Subject: Graham Cassidy Bill

Dear Senators
To whom it may concern,

| oppose the Cassidy-Graham bill. Not only because it is being forced through the
Senate with no support from healthcare experts, the medical community, and
insurance companies (and no CBO score) but also because of the substance of its
policies.

As a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, | find this bill to be grossly inadequate for
numbers of reasons.

First, many Americans will lose their health insurance which is and should be
‘considered a human right
for all.

Second, many American’s health will be adversely affected, some fatally by the
a. preexisting conditions considered as an impediment to obtaining insurance
b. discriminating against the people who need care the most and are least likely
to be able to obtain

health care :
c. Medicaid coverage is a lifeline for many people and without it they will become

sicker and will die

Third, | am a mother and my 30 year old son developed a life threatening
Pulmonary Arteriovenous Malformation. He will carry this diagnosis throughout
his life and could be denied coverage or only able to get coverage at exorbitant
costs.

Fourth, I am above 60 years and can | look forward to a Iimi'ted income and
markedly increased premiums and drug costs.

Fifth, Timmy Morrison is my patient. His video is included below, The Morrison
family is so brave even when they are looking at desperate times in health care. |
have gotten to know some of the other families in the Little Lobbyists. Mark
Morrison’s letter is below. |
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Sixth, any health care legislation that is passed needs to be the SAME as what
Congressional staff receives so you and your staff and all their families will be
impacted in the same way. '

Sincerely,
Nancy Hoover, CRNP

Below is th_e' letter from Mark Morrison, founder of Liftle Lobbyists.

I am a father. My son, Timmy, turns 7 in a week. He was born a week after the ACA was implemented with Opitz
GBBB syndrome, a genetic condition that effects the midline structures of his body Today he breathes through a
trach in his neck and is fed through a g-tube in hlS stomach Please keep our story in mind as you con51der altering
our nation's healthcare system:

https://www.vox.conV/.../14563182/obamacare-lifetime-limits-ban

A healthcare system that does not include the following policies in their entiréty will be met with the full
opposition of the community of parents with medically complex children across America:

1. Real protections for those with pre-existing conditions so that people are not discriminated against if they
suddenly have to use the insurance they've been paying into.

2. Essential Health Benefits preservation.

3. The ban against lifetime limits

4. A robust and expanded Medicaid program in EVERY state.

5. The ability to keep children on their parents' insurance till the age of 26.

In the past several months, I have helped start a new organization called the Little Lobbyists

(www littlelobbyists.org). It is made up of 20 local families from DC, MD, VA, WV, and PA who also have
children with complex medical needs. We have committed to advocate for the healthcare needs of our children on
Capitol Hill. We have asked for parents of children with complex medical needs from across the country to share
their stories with us. Stories of hope and triumph in the face of unimaginable circumstances. Stories of fear of
what the GOP has tried time and time again to do to our healthcare system in the past several months. We have
received over 260 stories from 48 states from these dedicated parents, parents who don't have the time to advocate
for the needs of their children because they are spending their days trying to keep them alive. I and other parents in
the Little Lobbyists organization have been taking these stories to you and your senatorial colleagues. They are
stories from your constituents. Stories you need to hear.

1 have primarily been responsible for formatting these stories. The running theme behind all of them is this: health
care is a matter of life and death to these kids. Weakening protections under the ACA will have devastating
consequences for these families as well as mine. '
Please hear us. Find a bipartisan fix to the ACA. Stop threatening to dismantle the life we have worked so hard to
foster in our son. Please build a system that not only protects his present but his future as well. Our lives are in
your hands.

I'm attaching my son's profile as well as pictures of the binder full of stories from across the country that we've
worked so hard to compile, format, and deliver to all 96 Senators they represent.

Sincerely,
Mark Morrison
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Wrig ht, Kevin (Finance)

From: Christine Johnson <

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:05 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Hearing to Consider the Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal, September 25, 2017
From:

]
Madison, WI 53704

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members,

As a cancer survivor who is acutely aware of the specter of its return, and as an American citizen, I write to express my deep
opposition to the draconian, cruel and amoral Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal. The sponsors of this Proposal vowed that
it would replace the ACA with something better and more affordable. This Proposal fails miserably in all respects.

It has been crafted, introduced, and discussed in a deeply undemocratic manner. | demand a full and fair hearing on this legislation
after it has been analyzed by the Congressional Budget Office. The last bill scored by the CBO had an approval rating of 12%, yet
this bill is moving forward and is even worse than the last bill scored.

Millions of elderly individuals and people with disabilities rely on traditional Medicaid for their lives, well-being, and
independence. Although the Congressional Budget Office Analysis has not been completed for this Proposal, it is similar or worse
to previous bills that would radically restructure Medicaid, kicking millions of Americans off health care. Reducing the number of
insured means that thousands of people will die needlessly for a tax cut for the wealthiest Americans.

Medicaid saves the lives of people with disabilities who rely on things like tracheotomy care, nursing care, dialysis, cancer
treatments, occupational therapy, speech therapy, life-saving medications, durable medical equipment, and more to work. With
health insurance through Medicaid, they live full, independent lives will be at risk. These people are our family members, our
neighhors, onr coworkers, and our friends. We are the wealthiest country in the world. We can and should provide Medicaid for the
elderly and people with disabilities.

This Proposal will impact pregnant women and children, who are insured by Medicaid in high numbers. In Wisconsin, 28% of all
kids are covered by Medicaid. Nearly half of all US births are covered by Medicaid. For many children with disabilities and
extensive health care needs, Medicaid is again lifesaving, and again, cutting it could literally put children’s lives at risk. Children
who receive regular health care to treat things like asthma, diabetes, and treatable medical problems fare better in school, miss
fewer days of school, are more likely to graduate, and earn higher wages than those without health care.

The changes to the Affordable Care Act are also deeply troubling. The proposal opens the door to imposing pre-existing condition
exclusions again, limiting essential health services, and reducing the affordability of health insurance, which will result in millions
more losing health insurance they only recently gained. All studies done thus far on health outcomes for individuals newly insured
through the ACA show the enormous positive impact of insured status. Many people with disabilities rely on ACA coverage when
they could no longer work due to a diagnosis, but had to wait two years after a disability determination before Medicare would
begin.
Many people rely on the ACA to receive cancer treatment. They owe their lives to the Affordable Care Act. I also have friends
with full time jobs that did not offer health insurance and could only afford health insurance offered through the ACA with
subsidies. These individuals obtained services to treat chronic illnesses such as diabetes, illnesses that would worsen without
treatment and then require costly but are preventable. The Proposal fails to make insurance more affordable and in fact, will price
ordinary Americans out of any insurance market, returning to the days when a cancer patient who couldn’t work couldn’t access
health care, where a person with asthma couldn’t afford health insurance due to a pre-existing condition, where a person working a
- full-time job couldn’t afford health insurance. This is not what Americans want.
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| am submitting this testimony to the committee to ensure that it is entered into the official record of these proceedings. I want the
record of this committee to show that those who voted for this Proposal were fully aware of its devastating and destructive impact

and were told by millions of American citizens that this is not what we want.

Christine Johnson
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Wright, Kevin (Finance)

From: Heather Plunkett “m>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:05 AM

To: gchcomments

Subject: Graham Cassidy bill

To whom it may concern-
I rely on quality, affordable healthcare. Because of this, | oppose t