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Mr. MiLuigiy, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the
following ‘

REPORT
[To accompany H. R. 5933)

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H, R.
5933) to permit the temporary free importation of racing shells, having
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment
and recommend that the bill do pass. . -

This bill suspends the duty on imported racing shells until January.
1, 1949, so that individusls and organizations can obtain sufficient
equipment for practice and for try-outs for places on |the Olympic
rowing teams. o : Lol A

The report of the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of

Representatives is as follows:
GENERAL STATEMENT -

This bill provides for.the free,imPort.ati_on,of racing shells until January 1, 1949,
Racing shells are long, narrow, lightweight. boats built for speed and used in
competitive events by schools, clubs, associations, and other groups which com-
pete in aquatic sports. ' They, vary. in ‘size to accommodate one,.two, four, six,
or eight oarsmen. ' Red cedar is by far the most popular raw mg,t,erial' although
aluminum and other light materials are sometimes used. . Construction of the
type shells used in major competitive events requires a great amount.of hand
labor and is quite different.than that of most other types of boats, - =~ . -

Only a very few récixjxfshellf were made during the war, and the small number of -
producers in the United States have been very busy filling backlog orders, The
importance of shell racing in the Oly niriq ‘games of 1948 has spurred the demand,
and individuals and organizations desiring to enter competition for those games
have found it difficult to obtain sufficient equipment.. The committee, in order to
provide prospective competitors in this age-old sport with ample opportunity to
obtain racing shells for practice and for 'participation in the try-outs for places on
the Olympic teams, urges the passage of this bill. :

’
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Negotiations on this product were con ducted wlth Czeohoslovakla ‘and,
although both United States and Czechoslovakian negotiators have algned ‘the
agreement, and the agreement has been ratified by the Czechoslovakian Govern-
. ment, the Presldent of the United States has not, as of this date, proclaimed the

lower rate. The uncertain status of the 'present ‘duty, however, has 'no‘direct
bearing ‘on this bill which’ would temporarily remove all duties on imports of

racing shells,
Government agencies have indicated no ob;ection to the principles of this bill.
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