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NOMINATIONS OF MARJORIE ROLLINSON, TO BE CHIEF COUNSEL, 1 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY; 2 

PATRICIA NEUMAN, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 3 

OF THE FEDERAL OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE TRUST 4 

FUND AND THE FEDERAL DISABILITY INSURANCE TRUST FUND, 5 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE FEDERAL HOSPITAL INSURANCE 6 

TRUST FUND, AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE FEDERAL 7 

SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL INSURANCE TRUST FUND; AND 8 

DEMETRIOS L. KOUZOUKAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 9 

TRUSTEES OF THE FEDERAL OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE 10 

TRUST FUND AND THE FEDERAL DISABILITY INSURANCE TRUST 11 

FUND, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE FEDERAL HOSPITAL 12 

INSURANCE TRUST FUND, AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 13 

FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL INSURANCE TRUST FUND 14 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2023 15 

U.S. Senate, 16 

Committee on Finance, 17 

Washington, DC. 18 

  19 

 The meeting was convened, pursuant to notice, at 20 

9:33 a.m., in Room 215, Dirksen Senate Office Building, 21 

Hon. Ron Wyden (chairman of the committee) presiding. 22 

 Present:  Senators Cardin, Whitehouse, Warren, 23 

Crapo, and Blackburn.  24 

 Also present:  Democratic staff:  Sam Conchuratt, 25 
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Professional Staff Member; Grace Edna, Tax Policy 1 

Analyst; Joshua Sheinkman, Staff Director; Tiffany 2 

Smith, Deputy Staff Director and Chief Counsel; and 3 

Ryder Tobin, Senior Investigative Counsel and 4 

Nominations Advisor.  Republican staff: Becky Cole, 5 

Chief Economist; Courtney Connell, Chief Staff Counsel; 6 

Gregg Richard, Staff Director; Laura Rosner, Social 7 

Security Policy Advisor; and James Williams, Tax and 8 

Economic Policy Advisor.  9 

10 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RON WYDEN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM 1 

OREGON, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 2 

 3 

      The Chairman.  The Finance Committee will come to 4 

order.  Today we meet to consider three pending 5 

nominations, Ms. Marjorie Rollinson, Mr. Demetrius 6 

Kouzoukas and Dr. Patricia Newman.  We are going to use 7 

the time now to make statements on the nominees.  I will 8 

make a statement, followed by Senator Crapo, followed 9 

then by any other Finance members who wish to make 10 

statements.   11 

      At that point, if we have a quorum, we will 12 

proceed to the vote.  If we do not have a quorum, we 13 

will recess until the next roll call vote on the Senate 14 

floor, when the Committee will reconvene in the 15 

President's room off the floor to have the vote.  16 

Senator Crapo, I understand that that is acceptable to 17 

you? 18 

      Senator Crapo.  Yes. 19 

      The Chairman.  Okay.  First, we have the 20 

nomination of Marjorie Rollinson to be Chief Counsel at 21 

the IRS.  The Chief Counsel's Office is responsible for 22 

ensuring the agency is implementing tax law by the 23 

books.  I am pleased that the President has sent the 24 

Finance Committee such a qualified nominee. 25 
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      Ms. Rollinson has decades of tax and management 1 

experience in both the public and the private sector, 2 

including several years at the Office of the Chief 3 

Counsel that she has been nominated to run.  If 4 

confirmed, she would be the first woman to serve as 5 

Chief Counsel.   6 

      Now it is no secret that Democrats and Republicans 7 

have differing views about how the IRS should operate.  8 

But the position of Chief Counsel has historically been 9 

one  that has received bipartisan support.  My hope is 10 

that will continue today.  The last Chief Counsel, 11 

Michael Desmond was reported out of the Finance 12 

Committee by a 26 to 2 vote, was confirmed by the Senate 13 

with an 84 to 15 vote.  I urge my colleagues to maintain 14 

this bipartisan support. 15 

      Now on to the Public Trustees.  The Board of 16 

Trustees and the Social Security and Medicare Trust 17 

Funds are responsible for issuing annual reports to 18 

Congress on the status of the Trust Funds, that ensure 19 

Americans receive their earned benefits, now and into 20 

the future. 21 

      The Board is made up of six members, the Treasury 22 

Secretary, the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of 23 

Health and Human Services and the Commissioner of Social 24 

Security, as well as two Public Trustees.  The Board has 25 
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been without Public Trustees for over eight years. 1 

      So, we now have two qualified nominees before the 2 

Committee.  Demetrius Kouzoukas has been nominated to 3 

fill the Republican slot for the Public Trustee.  He has 4 

got extensive experience across our federal health 5 

programs, serving at both the Health and Human Services 6 

Department, as well as a variety of roles in the private 7 

sector. 8 

      Ms. Trisha Newman is a long-time leader at the 9 

Kaiser Family Foundation.  I have worked with her for 10 

years and years, with the excellent advocacy for older 11 

people that she is known for, and she has worked in both 12 

the House and the Senate. 13 

      Both nominees have the experience needed to 14 

represent the public and ensure the integrity of the 15 

Board's reports.  I would also like to reiterate that 16 

this role requires putting the public interest first, 17 

not the interests and values of outside employers or any 18 

other financial relationship.   19 

      The financial future of both Social Security and 20 

Medicare are on the minds of families across this 21 

country as well as lawmakers, and work needs to be done 22 

to chart a course that is going to protect and 23 

strengthen Americans' earned benefits.   24 

      Before I close, I want to take a moment to 25 
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acknowledge my friend, Senator Warren.  She has raised 1 

concerns, important ones in my view at the hearing, and 2 

in subsequent letters regarding Mr. Kouzoukas's 3 

background and potential conflicts of interest serving 4 

as a Public Trustee, while also serving on the Board of 5 

Clover Health. 6 

      I share her view that it is important to hold 7 

every single public servant to the highest standards, 8 

and that current law governing ethics, government ethics 9 

issues may in fact need to be reexamined.  Nonetheless, 10 

the Office of Government Ethics has reviewed Mr. 11 

Kouzoukas's position and found that he does not need to 12 

resign from the Board. 13 

      I also want to reiterate that the Public Trustee 14 

positions do not create policy or make policy 15 

recommendations.  Their role is making sure that the 16 

American people are confident in the projections and 17 

reports produced by the boards, the two boards, Social 18 

Security and Medicare Trust Fund Board. 19 

      On this point, I ask unanimous consent to enter 20 

into the record a letter from former Democratic and 21 

Republican officials, who have been directly or 22 

indirectly involved in past trustee reports, including 23 

the two most recent Public Trustees that affirm this 24 

point.  Hearing no objections, so ordered. 25 
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      [The letter appears at the end of the transcript.] 1 

      The Chairman.  Further, I am assured from Mr. 2 

Kouzoukas's written response to our questions, that he 3 

will commit to resolve any potential conflicts that may 4 

arise.  Those written reports or written responses were 5 

important to me because I did follow the important 6 

questioning that took place in the Committee. 7 

      I want to thank all three nominees for their 8 

willingness to serve the public, and I urge Members to 9 

support the nominees. 10 

   Senator Crapo?  11 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. MIKE CRAPO, A U.S. SENATOR 1 

FROM IDAHO 2 

       3 

      Senator Crapo.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  4 

We have three important nominees before us today.  Ms. 5 

Rollinson has been nominated to serve as Chief Counsel 6 

of the IRS and Assistant General Counsel in the 7 

Department of Treasury. 8 

      Ms. Rollinson has a strong resume and impressive 9 

technical expertise, and I appreciate both her prior 10 

service at the IRS and her willingness to serve today.  11 

However, the agencies to which she has been nominated 12 

continue to be plagued by various issues, many of which 13 

were raised during her nomination hearing. 14 

      There are a number of concerning developments at 15 

the IRS and Treasury, including an increasingly partisan 16 

framing of the tax gap and IRS enforcement efforts, the 17 

continued inability of the IRS to adequately address 18 

long-known security flaws, the IRS's continued focus on 19 

development of the partisan and duplicative direct file 20 

program, and Treasury's advancement of the OECD Pillar 21 

Two negotiations without meaningful Congressional input, 22 

to the likely detriment of domestic businesses and 23 

workers. 24 

      Despite continued assurances that transparency and 25 
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taxpayer service will improve, there have not been 1 

demonstrable changes to support these commitments.  As I 2 

acknowledged at last month's nomination hearing, Ms. 3 

Rollinson was not there for many of these recent IRS 4 

problems, and we may in fact share common ground on some 5 

of them.   6 

      I was encouraged by her commitment to work closely 7 

with the Finance Committee to ensure taxpayers have 8 

confidence in the IRS and security of their confidential 9 

taxpayer information, to hold IRS employees accountable 10 

if they do not treat taxpayers with fairness and 11 

impartiality, and to ensure the IRS follows the Tax Code 12 

in all respects, including to administer the Code in 13 

line with statutory and Congressional intent, among 14 

other commitments. 15 

      However, given the many existing unresolved issues 16 

at the IRS and Treasury, I cannot support Ms. 17 

Rollinson's nomination today.  That said, I do look 18 

forward to working with Ms. Rollinson on addressing the 19 

concerns my colleagues and I have raised throughout this 20 

process, and making progress. 21 

      Moving to the other two nominees under 22 

consideration today, Dr. Newman and Mr. Kouzoukas, who 23 

have been nominated to be Public Trustees of Social 24 

Security and Medicare.  There is no question that both 25 
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of the nominees under consideration today are qualified 1 

experts.  They have solid reputations as being fair, 2 

objective and highly competent. 3 

      I have heard some criticisms that misrepresent the 4 

role of Trustees.  It is very important that we be clear 5 

about what the Public Trustees do, and perhaps more 6 

importantly, what they do and do not do.  The required 7 

annual reports to Congress do not include 8 

recommendations from the Public Trustees on changes to 9 

Social Security or Medicare.  10 

      They do not provide a public platform for anyone 11 

on either end of the ideological spectrum to enact their 12 

policy reviews.  If confirmed, their job is to provide, 13 

objective dispassionate accounts of exactly what is 14 

happening with the Trust Funds.   15 

      As a bipartisan group of health policy and Social 16 

Security experts said in a recent letter to this 17 

Committee, "The Public Trustee do not create policy or 18 

make policy recommendations.  Rather, the Public 19 

Trustees are tasked with overseeing the Trust Funds and 20 

reporting on the status of the Funds to Congress and the 21 

American people.   22 

      I urge my colleagues to support these bipartisan 23 

nominees, both of whom are well-regarded by experts in 24 

their fields.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 25 
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      The Chairman.  I thank my colleague. 1 

   Here is where we are, colleagues.  We clearly do 2 

not have a quorum right now to vote on these nominees, 3 

so what we will do is we are going to ask our colleagues 4 

who would like to make a statement.  Senator Warren has 5 

indicated to me that she would like to, and after 6 

Senator Warren and any other colleagues wish to make a 7 

statement, we will take a break then, and we will 8 

reconnoiter at ten o'clock, and let me just give you a 9 

little bit of a preview. 10 

      I am thrilled that we are going to have one of the 11 

Senate's greats, Senator Barbara Mikulski, here to 12 

introduce our governor.  That will take place at 10:00, 13 

and Senator Warren, you were first. 14 

      Senator Warren.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  So the 15 

Public Trustees of the Medicare and Social Security 16 

Trust Funds serve a really important purpose.  They 17 

represent the public in the process of evaluating the 18 

financial health of Medicare and Social Security, in 19 

order to ensure that these programs will continue to 20 

serve the millions of current and future beneficiaries 21 

who rely on the. 22 

      One of the nominees for this position, Mr. 23 

Kouzoukas refuses to resolve a huge conflict of interest 24 

that will make it impossible for him to put the public's 25 
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interest ahead of his own personal financial interest.  1 

The Medicare and Social Security Boards of Trustee are 2 

charged with making projections and recommendations 3 

about the financial outlook of the program's Trust 4 

Funds. 5 

      Numerous experts have identified Medicare 6 

Advantage as a threat to the solvency of Medicare.  It 7 

would therefore be reasonable to believe that the 8 

Trustees' report about Medicare's solvency would discuss 9 

Medicare Advantage, and indeed, reports have done so in 10 

the past. 11 

      But here is the thing.  Mr. Kouzoukas serves on 12 

the board of directors of Clover Health, a for-profit 13 

Medicare Advantage plan with financial interests that 14 

would be directly affected by these discussions.  As a 15 

Board member, Mr. Kouzoukas would be obligated under 16 

corporate law to look out for the interests of Clover 17 

Health, creating an irreconcilable conflict of interest 18 

with his duties as a Public Trustee. 19 

      There has never been a Public Trustee who served 20 

on the board of a private insurer at the same time that 21 

they were Public Trustee, and this is a terrible 22 

precedent for us to establish.  Mr. Kouzoukas has 23 

repeatedly made clear that he is unwilling to resign 24 

from the Clover Health board. 25 
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      His responses to my questions for the record 1 

actually raise new questions.  Yesterday, I sent Mr. 2 

Kouzoukas another letter, which I would like to enter 3 

into the record, Mr. Chairman. 4 

      The Chairman.  Without objection, so ordered. 5 

      [The letter appears at the end of the transcript.] 6 

      Senator Warren.  To ask about another disturbing 7 

revelation, the stock is worth about $200,000 that he 8 

received from Clover Health this year.  That is nearly 9 

ten times as much stock as he received in 2021 or 2022, 10 

and it is set to vest next year when, if he is 11 

confirmed, he would be a sitting Trustee. 12 

      I am deeply concerned that Clover Health appears 13 

to have offered Mr. Kouzoukas this massive increase in 14 

compensation after he and other company officials became 15 

aware that Mr. Kouzoukas would be in the Public Trustee 16 

position. 17 

      Now let me be clear.  I understand that federal 18 

law requires that Public Trustees do not belong to the 19 

same political party.  I do not expect to agree with the 20 

Republican nominee on every policy issue.  This is a 21 

policy dispute.  My deep reservations about Mr. 22 

Kouzoukas would be the same, whether he is a Democrat or 23 

a Republican. 24 

      Can he effectively do the job and represent the 25 
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public interest?  As long as he remains on the board of 1 

Clover Health, he cannot perform the duties of the 2 

Public Trustee without being compromised by his 3 

overwhelming conflicts of interest, and that is why I 4 

will be voting no on his nomination, and urging others 5 

to do so as well. 6 

      The Chairman.  I thank my colleague, and I am just 7 

going to respond briefly.  As she knows, I very much 8 

share your views with respect to these marketing scams, 9 

really flagrant abuses of seniors.  I saw a commercial 10 

with athletes yesterday. 11 

      We have been pushing just in the last couple of 12 

days for the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 13 

to move administratively to go after these middlemen, 14 

because these middlemen have now pulled $6 billion out 15 

of the system.  So there is no question at all that the 16 

points you are making with respect to the merits of this 17 

case are views that I very much share. 18 

      With respect to the ethics questions, we asked the 19 

Office of Government Ethics in particular to review Mr. 20 

Kouzoukas, found that he did not have to resign, and you 21 

have convinced me, I would say to my colleague, that we 22 

ought to go and take a look about the issue generally, 23 

of strengthening the ethics rules in this specific 24 

regard. 25 
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      As you know, when we first talked about it, I had 1 

our counsel and folks meet with yours, and we looked at 2 

our options, and again the Office of Government Ethics 3 

has reviewed it.  But I want to say (a), on the 4 

substance of the policy, I very much share your view 5 

about stopping these Medicare rip-offs, and I have been 6 

doing this since I was director of the Gray Panthers, 7 

trying to get out in front of the bad guys.  8 

      I agree with you on the merits.  I will go with 9 

you as we look at the ethics laws and ways in which we 10 

could strengthen them to address some of your concerns.  11 

But I want my colleagues to know that we have had the 12 

Government Ethics Office review this, and that is the 13 

current law.  I happen to share your view that we ought 14 

to be reviewing it.  But that is the law today, and let 15 

me have -- my colleague have the last word on this. 16 

      Senator Warren.  You know, I just want to say, I 17 

do not think they are wrong and I do not read the law 18 

the same way.  But that is not the point.  We are not in 19 

here to vote on the least possible standard.  We are the 20 

ones who have to make a recommendation to the rest of 21 

the Senate about whether or not to confirm this person, 22 

and these conflicts are real and it matters. 23 

      We are putting this person up as someone the 24 

public can trust to watch out for their interests, at 25 
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the same time that he receives somewhere around or over 1 

$100,000 from a private Medicare Advantage outfit and 2 

for which he got some huge bonus of stock, evidently 3 

around the time that it appeared that he was going to be 4 

in government service, simultaneously with his serving 5 

on the board of this private Medicare Advantage company. 6 

      Our responsibility is to decide do we think this 7 

is good enough for the public.  It is not whether or not 8 

some distant group, somebody else in government, the 9 

Office of Government Affairs (sic) says well, we think 10 

he squeaks by the legal standard.  The question is 11 

whether we think it is right. 12 

      I just think this is fundamentally wrong, and I 13 

think it is a terrible precedent for us to set, that you 14 

can serve in a public position at the same time you are 15 

taking money from an insurance company that will be very 16 

much affected by what you say in your public position.  17 

I just think that is wrong.  18 

      The Chairman.  I will also say that if you look at 19 

what goes on around here day-in and day-out, I think I 20 

join you watchdogging nominees after they get positioned 21 

as much as anybody on the plant, because I share you 22 

view that that is our job. 23 

      One of our functions is to write laws.  Ever since 24 

I was a Gray Panther, I thought it was more important to 25 
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watchdog what goes on.  So these two nominees, I want to 1 

assure my colleague, are going to get watched by you, 2 

and I am going to join you every step of the way.   3 

      Let us see if other colleagues would like to make 4 

a statement.  Otherwise, we will adjourn until ten 5 

o'clock, and for those of you that follow the Senate, 6 

you are going to have a real treat when we come back at 7 

ten o'clock, and Senator Cardin will be intimately 8 

involved at that time.  We will come back at ten 9 

o'clock.  Thanks. 10 

      [Whereupon, at 9:51 a.m., the meeting was 11 

recessed.] 12 

 13 

   The open executive session was reconvened, 14 

pursuant to notice, on Thursday, November 2, 2023, at 1 15 

p.m., in Room S-219, U.S. Capitol, Hon. Ron Wyden 16 

(chairman of the committee) presiding.  17 

 18 

   The Chairman.  The committee will come to order. 19 

   We now have a quorum.  I move that we favorably 20 

report the nomination of Marjorie Rollinson.  21 

   Senator Stabenow.  Seconded.  22 

   The Chairman.  The Clerk will call the roll. 23 

  The Clerk.   Ms. Stabenow? 24 

  Senator Stabenow.   Aye. 25 
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 The Clerk.   Ms. Cantwell? 1 

 Senator Cantwell.   Aye. 2 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Menendez? 3 

 Senator Menendez.   Aye. 4 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Carper? 5 

 Senator Carper.   Aye. 6 

 The Clerk.  Mr. Cardin? 7 

 Senator Cardin.   Aye. 8 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Brown? 9 

 Senator Brown.   Aye. 10 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Bennet? 11 

 Senator Bennet.   Aye. 12 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Casey? 13 

 Senator Casey.   Aye. 14 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Warner? 15 

 Senator Warner.   Aye. 16 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Whitehouse? 17 

 Senator Whitehouse.   Aye. 18 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Hassan? 19 

 Senator Hassan.   Aye. 20 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Cortez Masto? 21 

 Senator Cortez Masto.   Aye. 22 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Warren? 23 

 Senator Warren.   Aye. 24 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Crapo? 25 
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 Senator Crapo.   Nay. 1 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Grassley? 2 

 Senator Grassley.   Nay. 3 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cornyn? 4 

 Senator Cornyn.   Nay. 5 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Thune? 6 

 Senator Thune.   Nay. 7 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Scott? 8 

 Senator Crapo.   Nay by proxy. 9 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cassidy? 10 

 Senator Cassidy.   Aye. 11 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Lankford? 12 

 Senator Lankford.   Nay. 13 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Daines? 14 

 Senator Crapo.   Nay by proxy. 15 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Young? 16 

 Senator Young.   Nay. 17 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Barrasso? 18 

 Senator Crapo.   Nay by proxy. 19 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Johnson? 20 

 Senator Crapo.   Nay by proxy. 21 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Tillis? 22 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 23 

 The Clerk.   Mrs. Blackburn? 24 

 Senator Crapo.   Nay by proxy. 25 
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 The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman? 1 

 The Chairman.   Aye. 2 

 The clerk will announce the vote. 3 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman, the final tally is 16 4 

ayes and 11 nays. 5 

 The Chairman.   The “ayes” have it. 6 

I now move to the nomination of Demetrios L. 7 

Kouzoukas. 8 

Senator Crapo.  Seconded.  9 

  The Chairman.  The Clerk will call the roll. 10 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Stabenow? 11 

 Senator Stabenow.   Aye. 12 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Cantwell? 13 

 Senator Cantwell.   Aye. 14 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Menendez? 15 

 Senator Menendez.   Nay. 16 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Carper? 17 

 Senator Carper.   Aye. 18 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cardin? 19 

 Senator Cardin.   Nay. 20 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Brown? 21 

 Senator Brown.   Aye. 22 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Bennet? 23 

 Senator Bennet.   Aye. 24 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Casey? 25 
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 Senator Casey.   Aye. 1 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Warner? 2 

 Senator Warner.   Aye. 3 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Whitehouse? 4 

 Senator Whitehouse.   Nay. 5 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Hassan? 6 

 Senator Hassan.   Aye. 7 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Cortez Masto? 8 

 Senator Cortez Masto.   Aye. 9 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Warren? 10 

 Senator Warren.   Nay. 11 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Crapo? 12 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye. 13 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Grassley? 14 

 Senator Grassley.   Aye. 15 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cornyn? 16 

 Senator Cornyn.   Aye. 17 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Thune? 18 

 Senator Thune.   Aye. 19 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Scott? 20 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 21 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cassidy? 22 

 Senator Cassidy.   Aye. 23 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Lankford? 24 

 Senator Lankford.  Aye. 25 
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 The Clerk.   Mr. Daines? 1 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye. 2 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Young? 3 

 Senator Young.   Aye. 4 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Barrasso? 5 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye. 6 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Johnson? 7 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 8 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Tillis? 9 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 10 

 The Clerk.   Mrs. Blackburn? 11 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 12 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman? 13 

 The Chairman.   Aye. 14 

 The clerk will announce the vote. 15 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman, the final tally is 23 16 

ayes and 4 nays. 17 

 The Chairman.   The “ayes” have it. 18 

Finally, I move to the nomination of Patricia Hart 19 

Neuman. 20 

Senator Crapo.    Seconded.  21 

  The Chairman.  The Clerk will call the roll. 22 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Stabenow? 23 

 Senator Stabenow.   Aye. 24 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Cantwell? 25 
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 Senator Cantwell.   Aye. 1 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Menendez? 2 

 Senator Menendez.   Aye. 3 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Carper? 4 

 Senator Carper.   Aye. 5 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cardin? 6 

 Senator Cardin.   Aye. 7 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Brown? 8 

 Senator Brown.   Aye. 9 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Bennet? 10 

 Senator Bennet.   Aye. 11 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Casey? 12 

 Senator Casey.   Aye. 13 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Warner? 14 

 Senator Warner.   Aye. 15 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Whitehouse? 16 

 Senator Whitehouse.   Aye. 17 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Hassan? 18 

 Senator Hassan.   Aye. 19 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Cortez Masto? 20 

 Senator Cortez Masto.   Aye. 21 

 The Clerk.   Ms. Warren? 22 

  Senator Warren.   Aye. 23 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Crapo? 24 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye. 25 
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 The Clerk.   Mr. Grassley? 1 

 Senator Grassley.   Aye. 2 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cornyn? 3 

 Senator Cornyn.   Aye. 4 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Thune? 5 

 Senator Thune.   Aye. 6 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Scott? 7 

 Senator Crapo.   Nay by proxy. 8 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Cassidy? 9 

 Senator Cassidy.   Nay. 10 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Lankford? 11 

 Senator Lankford.   Aye. 12 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Daines? 13 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 14 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Young? 15 

 Senator Young.   Aye. 16 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Barrasso? 17 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 18 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Johnson? 19 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 20 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Tillis? 21 

 Senator Crapo.   Aye by proxy. 22 

 The Clerk.   Mrs. Blackburn? 23 

 Senator Crapo.  Aye by proxy. 24 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman? 25 
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 The Chairman.   Aye. 1 

 The Clerk will announce the vote. 2 

 The Clerk.   Mr. Chairman, the final tally is 25 3 

ayes and 2 nays. 4 

 The Chairman.   The “ayes” have it. 5 

I thank my colleagues for their time.  The 6 

committee is adjourned. 7 

[Whereupon, at 1:43 p.m., the meeting was 8 

concluded.] 9 

10 
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STATEMENT OF:     PAGE 1 

Hon. Ron Wyden,      3 2 

a U.S. Senator from Oregon, 3 

chairman, Committee on Finance 4 

 5 

Hon. Mike Crapo,      8 6 

a U.S. Senator from Idaho  7 
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