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INCREASING THE RATE OF PENSION TO WORLD WAR
VETERANS FROM $30 TO $40 PER MONTH, TO GRANT
SUCH RATE AT AGE 65

MAY 28 (legislative (lay, IMAY 26), 1942.-Ordered to be printed

Mr. CLARK of Missouri, from the Committee on Finance, submitted
the following

REP O RT
[To accompafny 1. It. 4845]

The Committee on Finance, to whom. was referred the bill (11. R.
4845) to increase tlhe rate of pension to World War veterans from $30
to $40 per month, to grant such rate at age 05, and for other purposes,
lhavinlg COllsielo1C(l the sa1me, report favoraibly thlereon with amend-
ilfleSftll(ladrcolllfl(ll that tllo )ill as llIvilded(1 (0 lss.
The amendments recomime-nded by your committee are as follows:

Pa'ge 1, )negilming with line, 7, strike out aill down to anl including
linel 3 onl page 2.

A11n(111 the title so as to read:
A bill to increase the rato of pennlion to World War veterans from $30 to S4()

pler month, a(nd for otlier wirlmset.,
Thle existing regulation, part IIX, Veterans Regulations No. 1 (a)

as ailel(led, wats )romnulgated 1)y theo President under title I of Public
No. 2, Sevelnty-thlird Congress. It provi(les a monthly pension of $30
to aIny person wh1o served in theo active m-ilitary or naval service, for a
)erIo(I of 90 (lays (r more, durinl;yg thle 1TOl1(l Wal, aln(d Nvho hans beln

I io1orably (lischlarged therefromi, oi. Nvllo, llavilng Serlved less tllan 00
(lays, was (lisclargc(I for (listl)ility incurred in the service ill lino of
(luty, whio is shown to lhve l)een in ftctivo service thlierein before thle
cessation of hostilities and whlo is sufferilng from perllmallnlet total dis-
ability not thle result of mlliscolldulc 111nd w11ic is nlot3sh1Own1 to ha1ve
boeen incurred ill any period of military or naval service. Pension may
not bt l)ai(l to ainy unni'aried person whiios annual income exceeds
$1,000, or to any married( person or alny person with minor, children
Whose annual inCOme exceeds $2,500.

Prior to theo enactment of the Economony Act (Public, No, 2, 73d
Conlg.), I)rovision was mado by the act of July 3, 1930, amending the



2NCREASE PENSION TO WORLD WAR VETERANS

World War Veterans' Act, 1924, as amnended, for the payment of disa-
bility allowance to honoral)ly dlischarged World War veterans who
entered service prior to November 11, 1918, and served 90 days or
more in the active military or naval service and who met the other
requirements of that act. Benefits were payal)le at the rate of $12,
$18, $24, and $40 por month for pormanont (lisabilities rated at 25,
60 or 75 percent, or total permanent disability, respectively. The
Economy Act, Public, No. 2, repealed the disability-allowance pro-
vision and un(ler that act afnd the veterans regulations promulgated
pursuant thereto, provision was made for the payment of non-service-
connected pensions to World War veterans only for permanent total
disability and at the rate of $30 per month, Section 1 of this bill
would restore the $40 rate for permanent total non-service-connected
diflnlility.

It is estimated that section 1 would cost approximately $9,504,000
for the fiscal year ending June 30 1943, affecting approximately
79,000 World War veterans and 200 i3panish-American War veterans.
Your committee felt the restoration of the $40 per month pension

rate is justifiable under present economic conditions, and reached its
conclusion following pullic hearings which indicated that the present
rato of $30 is inadequate for those totally incapacitated for work,
many of whom have dependenits.
The amiendinents recommended by your committee remove that

provision which would grant pension of $40 per month to all veterans
upon reaching the age 65 and who are not permanently and totally
disabled. Based on requirements contained in this bill, section 2
would in the year 1943 affect 17,50() veterans at an annual cost for
that year of approximately $8,400,000, according to estimates of the
Veterans' Adminiistration.
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