
Calendar No. 961.
64'rix CONGUEIS, } SENATE. j
Rd 8688ion. f I No. 1076.

FIXING THE MINIMUM1 FERMENTiNG PERIOD AT 48 HOURS.

FEBRUARY 19, 1917.--Ordered to be printed.

Mr. JOINS0oN of Maine, from the Committee on Finance, submitted
the following

R E PO R' X

LTo accompany II. It. 10749.1

rl'hl Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
10749) amending section 3285 of the Revised Statutes, having con-
sidoeod the same, report thereon with a recommIndla(lation that tfie bill
(do va8s.

'heo repl)ort of tho Ways an(d Means Committeo of tho Housojs
appendedheooto and ma(lo a part hereof.

tIlouso Roport No. 782, Sixty-foulrth Congress, Seco8l(I seslonl

'lThe Committee on W'ays and Means, to whom was roferredo the bill 10749, having
considered tho same report thereon with a reconmendatiol that it d0o pas.

T're object of th btill is to aenond section 3285 of the Ilevised Statutes so as to per-
mit (listillore to empty their fermenting tubs any time after 48 hour as a niinium
ferieonting period. At p)roswlit thoy are only permitted to fill these tulbs once in 72
hours the actual forwouthing period being, however, in smonc process, 30 to 35 hours,
The dlstillers are therfore obliged to keep their tulbs onpty until the actual fereolnt-
ing )erio(I of '72 horsi is comploetld. in oing this the fernientors are rendered foul,
anl(l t Is nteessory that they apply a great deal of extra work in washing anl clonUing
these tubs which could b)0 avoided it the amendment to section 3285 Las proposed in
the bill herewith reported is approved and passed.

if the change of time would he allowed the distillers could increase their capacity
60 per cent with the same number of tubs that they now have at their plants, meaning
of course, a greater revenue from this source to the Odverument without any additiollai
coat for inspection.
Herewith is appended letter from the Troastiy Dopartmnont addreo-(l to Ilon.

George W. Edmonds approving of the bill with tho suggestiotis that (certain aenond-
ments be made. These amenidmntos were emnbodied in the accompanying b)ill.

TRE.ASURY DFPARTMENT,
OnFIOE OF 0OMMISSIONRR OF INTERNAL R1J:VENUF,)

Hon. Gxouaoc W. EDMONDS, Washington, February 2, 1916.
HoUe of Representatives, Wohington, D. C.

SxR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the 27th ultimo,
inclosing draft of a bill further amending section 3285, Revised Statutes, as amended,



2 lPXING THE MINIMUM PRIMENTINGEPERIOD.

and requesting to be advised If there is any objection to the enactment into law, of
the proposed bill,
In reply I would state that there would appear to be no objection to the enactment

into law of the proposed bill, or one of like purport,
It is suggested that the proposed amendment be changed to read "unless the dis-

tiller, upon giving the proper notice is granted permission by the Commissioner of
Internal Revenue to fill not oftener than once in forty.eight hours."
In the copy of the bill submitted the words "end of the," which appear in ysetion

3286 are omitted in the second line of the second paragraph following the word "the"
and iofore the words "fermenting period."

Respectfully, DAVID A. GATH9,
Acting Comrninionir
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