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EXTENDING TIME FOR APPLICATION UNDER THE
SETTLEMENT OF WAR CfL.AIMS ACT OF 1928

MAY 9, 1932.-Ordere(i to be l)rintel

Mr. SMOOT, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following

REPORT
[To accoinpany S. J. lIes. 971

The Committee on Finance, to who1m was referred the resolution
(S. J. Res. 97) extending for one year the tim1e within which American
claimants may make application for payment, under the settlement
of/war claims act of 1928, of awards of the Mixed Claims Commission
and of the Tripatrtite Clanims Commission, having considered the
Sale, report it back to the Senate and recommend that the bill do
pass.
The report of time Secretary of the Treasury is as follows:

T'IEAStRY DEP1 ARTMFNT,
Washington, April 2, 193?.

Hon. RfEEiD SMOOT,
C-uhairmnan Committee on Finance, United States Senate.
MY DE.A MR. CHAIRMAN: Under (late of February 2, 1932, the Treasury ad-

dressed a letter to thle Presidlent of the Senate recoimnnending that the settlement
of war claims nct of 1928 be anielde(l so that the time within which applications
for payment on account of the awards of the Mixed Claims Coommission, United
States and Gerinanv, mnay be filed, be extended for one year from March 10,
1932. The time withline Nfiicli applications co1ldl be filed under the 1)resent law
expired on Marclh 10 and there is n1owv no authority to receive applications for
payment on account of tIhe awards of the Mixed Clainis Comminission. For your
information there is inclosedi a copy of the letter of February 2, referred to above.
TIle draft of the amendment submittedi with thle (ldeartmnent's letter was in-
troduced in the Senate by you onl Felruary 5 as Senate Joint Resolution 97.

In view of the fact that the timee of your committees will soonl le fully occupied
by the tax bill, I should appreciate it if favorable consideration coIul(l be given
at this time to Senate Joint Resolution 97.

I expect to ask time chairman of the WVays and Means Comill-ittee also to con-
sider the matter as soon as that committee has (ditl)osedl of thle inx bill.

Very truly yours,
O8ereNT..MoLhrs

lBecretar!I of the l'Tcelasry.



2 EXTE2ND WAR CLAIMS ACT OF 1928

11'ashbliff{lon1, Febi}SiaIy ° 193? .

i1he hoIIoablelIthe lPRlE:SID lNT OF THE1 .IiN AT1E.
Si a: I have the ho(nJr to rasiniit, lherewithi for coInsi(dCratiOII b)y the CongrCss

a draft of a l)rop)Osed joint resOllt;ion to atmiend the settlement of war claims net
of 1928 for the purpose of extending for one additional year from MaI-lrel 10, 1932,
the tilne within which American nationals, Who have obtained awards from the
NIixed Claillis Commimnission, United StvtCs and Germany, or from the Tripartite
('laili s Commnission, United States, Austria, aiid hIfungary, may make application
to the 'Treasury for paynient of suich awards.
The settlemnenit of svar claims actt of 1928 originally required that an apl)Iication

for paytviemit of such awards e invade within two years from the flate of the
enact inent. of theat act (MIirch 10, 1928). Due principally to thle so-calleol "'late
chflmns ngrcevnent" with Germnany whirehly Aimerican claimants were given an
additional tine withill which to file claims against Germany wvith the Mixed
Ca1ims11. Commission, the aet was amen(le(n b)y PLul)lic Resolution No. 48, Seventy-
first Congress, apl)proved Mairchm 10, 1930, providing that application for payment
be madle within four years from the date of the enactment of the settlement of
war claims act. 'T'hlus the time limit for making application for payment of
awards of the Mixed laIims Comnmissioni anol the Tripartite Claims Commission
will eXp)irC on March 10, 1932.
The proposeol legislation is believed necessary for the following reasons:
(1) The Treasury 1101(1 67 awards entered in favor of American nationals by

tile Mixed Claims Commission aggregating, with accrued interest to September
30, 1931, about $300,000 for which no applications for payniont, have been
received. Thuns far the departmentt lois not been able to locate some of these
claimants. JI addition, the Mixed Claims Commission has not yet completed
its work, and, in view of the untimely deleth of Hon. Roland NY. Boyden, the
umpire, it is not possible to estimate thle time required to finish it, but it is almost
certani to extend beyondMarch 10, 1932. The questions p)endlimig before tile
commission involve claims aggregating approximately $40,000,000. If these
claims are allowed it is essential that the American claimants concerned be giveml
suficient time within which to make application for payment.

(2) While practically all of the awards entered in favor of American nationals
against Austria by the Tripartite Claims Comnmission have been paid, the awards
entered by such commission against Hungary have not yet been certified to
the' Treasuiry for payment because of the provisions of the settlement of war
claimlls act of 1928, requiring the commission at the same time to certify that
the funds deposited by Hungary in the Hungarian special deposit account are
sufficient to pay such awards. The Treasury has received from the Government
of HIungary the sum of $8,250 in partial satisfaction of these awards, but that
Government can not make further payment until a swaiver has beein obtained
from the Government of France of a "mnost-favored nation" clause contained
in the debt agreement between that Governument and Hungary. The matter is
being actively kept before the Government of France but in view of the uncer-
tainty when favorable action by that Government may le forthcoming, it, is
believed essential that the settlement of war clahtims act he amended as indicated
in the inclosed draft, that is, by extending the time for making application for
payment for one additional year.

Respectfully,
A. W. MELLON,

Secretary of lhe Treasury.
0


