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; IMPORTATION OF, GIFTS ,FRM MEMJBERs OF THE AR,1tED
FORCES OF THE tJNITVD STATE$ ON DUTY ABROAD.

FBaUARY 14, 1951.--Ordered to be printed under u ty o the oder of the
.- Senate o.FebrWuary 12 (Iegative ',Bryh9),1t ,e

Mr. GEORG,, from the Commntteei'o flic iuBbitt tljf'.tw
* 7' r' REPO1i .' .jIi ''i'.',,,~u~mc ,OR , ,,REP a At., - , .-

'[;' ,;'[(To tccompany H. R.1411 .,1 Ii., :,. '."i '";

The Comnittee ori limndnd, !to whom was referred theliebill, (H iR.
2141T. to extend for 2 years teeBxiting privilege of free. impoerttiOn
of gifts from members of the Armed Forces of the United States on
duty abroad, having,ensidered the same, report favorably thereon
withoutamendment and recommend that the bill do pass.
-' 1,''' ';:-.' f' P , 0attP ;

.,. '.

XThe .urpoaeof tu proposed egslation Is to contmue foi2 yearsthe existing law which allows for theeatry of so muchof.1ysuhipmeit
of bona fide gifts as does not exceed $0 min value without the pavymextof customs duties, charge, or exacti0na, oe i'^t1nal ievete-taxes
when such gifts are sent by members of the Armed Forces on dutyabroad.

- MG INERAL SAtATEET -

; The awtof December , 1942 (Public Law 7g0, 77th Co.;; 50Stiat.
1041), allowed.until the expiration of 6 months afterfthe termiation
of hotitieis-ae determiuede by pM.oclamstion of- the President, the
entry,free of ctstotid'e ormiateefrotud: itii.po6t t"xke, of so
much of anyshipm.en ta ddnot eed$d :$:0'in'dtle;i'tore wer
filed iM connection witi the ptry sati actor evidence lt the arti-
cles wer bona fide gifts front a member of the Armed Force of -the
p',ni(d Sttes fndnt* outside tAe dntitin biii*&of tiieT:uited
States: Publc Law 384 of t]e ihtiot Cohiesaee
period for free entry through June 30, 1949, and.-4..endtia
by restricting the privileges so as/to deny free'entry on or afte' Sep-tember 1,1947, unless the article i7purchased-
in or through authorized agencies of the Armed Forces of the United States or in
accordance with regulations prescribed by the major geographical commands of
the United States Armed Foros.



2 rXTIND PRIVILEGE OF FREB IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN GIFTS

Public Law 241 of the Eighty-first Congress again extended th
period for free entry through June 30, 1951. '' '

.The proposed legislation will continue this free-ehtryprivilege, as
restricted under present law, for members of the Armed Forces for an
additional 2 years.
The Bureau of Customs has advised that it has encountered no

serious administrative difficulties in administering this law, and it
was explained that this legislation is safeguarded from abuse not
only by the restiictions imposed by Public Law 384 of the Eightieth
Congress,' but also by appropriate Treasury Department regulations
and instructions from the armed services. . ...

- When this legislation was first recommended by the War Depart-
ment in 1942, it was pointed out to the Congress that during the
Christmas and other holiday seasons many. gifts sent by members of
our Armed Forces to their relatives would not reach- their intended
donees at the proper time if the donees were required'to pay the cus-
toms duties. The principal reason for this is because of the attendant
delay and burden falling on the serviceman's relatives, and not because
the amount of the customs duties is large. ,- , ^... ,.

Your committee believes that this limited free importation privilege
is a definite morale factor for our servicemen overseas and since sub-
stantial numbers are now stationed in all parts of the world, a 2-year
extension is warranted,
The Department of Defense has requested'that this legislation be

made permanent. Your committee believes that a 2-year extension
rill accomplish 'the desired result andthat at the end of that period

the Congress can determine if an additional extension is desirable.

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW,A
In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXiX'of the Standin g

Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill are
show ,as follows (existing aw proposed to be omitted is enclosed in
black bracket; nw matter is printed in italics; existing law in which
no change is proposed is shown in roman):
AN AOT To aooord free entry to bon fide gifts from members of the rned foroes of the United StMta

. on duty abroad

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative of the "United States f
America in Congress assembled, That under such regulations as the Secretary 6f
the Treasury shall prescribe so much of any sHliplient as does not exceed $50
in value shallbe1 admitted into the United, States or its Territories or,possessions
free of all customs duties, charges, or exactions; or internal-re've'ne taxes imposed
upon or by reason of importation, if there is filed in connection with thpe entry
satisfactory evidence' that the articles for whicl, free entry is olaimed were ipurr
chased in or throuh,authorized agencies of the armed forces of the United State
or in accordance with regulations prescribed'ly the maior geographical omrmands
of the United States armed forces, and are bona' fide gifts from a member of the
armed forces of the United States on duty outside the continental limits of the
UnitedStates.'. :

Sao. 2,. Thiis-Act, shall be effective with respect, to arlicbee entered for On-
sum:ption or withdrawn from warehousee' for consiimptioi on or, after the day
follo'v/g the'date of its enactment and before July , [1951 '19. :

rApproved, December , i942, ' '
*,AP Ah,,r'' ,4.2O


