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As you know, the OPTN Membership and Professional Standards Committee (MPSC) met on November 7,
2019, and reviewed a report that Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency (FLMP) recovered organs prior to
asystole, despite family authorization, in violation of Policy 2.15.H (Organ Recovery). In addition, the
Committee reviewed the outcome of an informal discussion conducted with the OPO on September 25,
2019, and documentation FLMP submitted in response to the discussion. Based on its review, the MPSC
considered recommending the adverse action of Probation for FLMP, and requested that FLMP participate
in an in-person interview at the MPSC meeting held on February 26, 2020.

Background

FLMP obtained authorization to proceed with donation after cardiac death (DCD) donation for a brain
dead patient because the patient’s family wanted to be in the OR when the patient’s heart stopped.
However, the patient’s family walked out of the OR prior to asystole. Rather than proceeding with the
DCD recovery for which the OPO had authorization, the OPO communicated to OR staff that the case was
not a DCD case because the patient had already been declared brain dead and began recovery prior to
cardiac asystole. The OPO initially reported it did not perform a root cause analysis (RCA). As a corrective
action, FLMP stated it would no longer recover brain dead (BD) patients as DCD donors, explaining its
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