
Issue Involves: OPO 01072N 

Issue Reported by: Hospital 06432N 

Issue: Hospital 06432N reported this event through the Improving Patient Safety Portal. In 

October 2018, OPO 01072N offered a heart to PTR #41 on the HR/LU match at Hospital 06432N 

who needed heart and lungs. Hospital 06432N requested the lungs, but OPO 01072N reported 

that they had been placed and refused Hospital 06432N's request that the OPO rescind the lung 

offer. In February 2019, OPO 01072N offered a heart to PTRs #19 and 20 (same candidate) on 

the HR/LU match at Hospital 06432N, who also needed lungs. Hospital 06432N requested the 

lungs but OPO 01072N reported that they had been placed and refused Hospital 06432N's 

request that the OPO rescind the lung offer. 

Relevant OPTN Policies: 

6.5.F Allocation of Heart-Lungs: "When a heart-lung candidate is allocated a heart, the lung 

from the same deceased donor must be allocated to the heart-lung candidate." (Policy in effect 

prior to October 18, 2018) 

6.6.F.i Allocation of Heart-Lungs from Deceased Donors at Least 18 Years Old: "If a heart or 

heart-lung potential recipient (PTR) requires a lung, the OPO must offer the lungs from the same 

deceased donor to the heart or heart-lung PTR according to Policy 6.6.D: Al location of Hearts 

from Donors at Least 18 Years Old." (Policy in effect as of October 18, 2018) 

Relevant Correspondence: 

Inquiry to OPO 01072N - sent on February 13, 2019 

Response from OPO 01072N - received on February 20, 2019 

Second Response from OPO 01072N - received on February 27, 2019 

Notification letter to OPO 01072N - sent on March 8, 2019 

Member Response: 

OPO 01072N reported: 

• For the October 2018 allocation:

o Lungs were placed for PTR #3 from the standalone lung match to local Hospital

37788N.

o The heart allocation had not yet started due to donor pressor requirements.

OPO 01072N waited to obtain an echo to allow the donor to stabilize

hemodynamically. Lungs were allocated prior to obtaining the echo.

o Local hospital 37788N accepted the heart for PTR #1, but declined

approximately two hours later and OPO 01072N continued with heart

allocation.

o Hospital 06432N entered a provisional yes for PTR #41, who also needed lungs,

and when notified they were primary, requested the lungs. OPO 01072N

informed Hospital 06432N that they had allocated and placed them the day

before.

o Hospital 06432N requested the OPO contact the lung center and ask them to

decline the lung offer, and the OPO informed them this would be a violation of

OPTN policy.
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