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UNEMPLOYMENT ISSUES

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1983

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D.C.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:05 a.m., in room
215, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Robert Dole (chairman of
the committee) presiding.

Present: Senators Dole (presiding), Chafee, Durenberger, Baucus
and Boren.

[The committee press release announcing the hearing and Sena-
tor Dole’s opening statement follows:]

[Press Release No R3-109)

FINANCE CoMMITTEE RESCHEDULES HEARINGS ON UNEMPLOYMENT ISSUES

Chairman Robert J. Dole (R., Kansas) announced today that the Senate Finance
Committee has rescheduled the full Committee hearing on unemployment issues for
Friday, February 18, 1983 at 10:00 a.m. The hearing will be held in Room SD-215
(formerly 2221} of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Representing the Administration at the hearing will be Labor Secretary Raymond
J. Donovan, and Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers Martin S. Feldstein.
A later hearing will be scheduled to receive testimony from public witnesses.

[Press Release No 83-110]

FinaANCE CoMMITTEE SETS DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON UNEMPLOYMENT ISSUES

Senator Robert J. Dole (R., Kansas) Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee,
announced today that the Committee has scheduled a hearing to permit public wit-
nesses to testify on the Administration’s unemployment proposals and to suggest
other steps that the Committee might take to address the high rate of unemploy-
ment the country is now experiencing.

The hearing will be held on Thursday, March 3, 1983, beginning at 10.00 a.m. in
Room SD-215 (formerly Room 2221) of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Requests to testify. —Witnesses who desire to testify at the hearing must submit
written requests to Robert E. Lighthizer, Chief Counsel, Committee on Finance,
Dirksen Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, to be received not later than noon
on Friday, February 25, 1983. Witnesses will be notified as soon as practicable there-
after whether it has been possible to schedule them to present oral testimony. If for
some reason a witness is unable to appear at the time scheduled, he may file a writ-
ten statement for the record in lieu of the personal appearance. In such case, a wit-
ness should notify the Committee as soon as possible of his inability to appear.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR DOLE—HEARING ON UNEMPLOYMENT ISSUES

It is a pleasure to welcome the Secretary of Labor, Raymond Donovan, to the Fi-
nance Committee this morning. Secretary Donovan'’s testimony will be followed by
that of Dr. Martin Feldstein, Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers. I un-

(1)
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derstand that Dr. Feldstein, will not be able to join us until 11:00. We look forward
to the remarks of these distinguished representatives of the Executive Branch.

Our hearing today focuses on one of the most important domestic issues—persist-
ent high unemployment that is having a devastating effect on millions of Americans
and their families. The personal impact of unemployment is great. The fiscal impact
on the Federal deficit is also great. For both these reasons, unemployment will m a
top priority of the Finance Committee in the coming months.

e are all well aware of the Administration’s accomplishments in lowering the
rate of inflation. The current pace is one-third that of two years ago, and the Ad-
ministration deserves credit for this success. Just two years ago, there was wide-
spread skepticism that inflation could be brought below double-digit. All along, this
Administration has correctly recognized that sustained full employment would be
impossible without achieving price stability first. That is how we must view the wel-
come drop in inflation—not as a temporary result of the recession, but an essential
cornerstone of economic recovery.

Low inflation, however, is of little comfort to an American without a job The sta-
tistics alone paint a dismal picture. The unemployment rate is 10.4 percent, up 3.2
points from the grerecessin low 1.9 million jobs have been lost since the onset of
the recession and 11.4 million Americans are unable to find work. Not all of this
deterioration is due to the recession, however. The manufacturing sector has been
particularly hard hit, losing 2.2 million jobs in the last 18 months. Many of these
Jjobs will be permanentl{ lost due to the decline of traditional “smokestack’ indus-
tries. While new }'obs will appear in growing sectors of our economy—particularly in
the fast-growing “high-tech” industries—many of those laid off will lack the skills to
make a smooth adjustment to another industry. These are the structurally unem-
ployed, and their numbers would have incre even without a recession.

gver the past few years, there have been a number of significant changes in the
labor market. Dealing with these changes, which have tended to increase the overall
level of unemployment, will require carefully crafted policies. For example, the per-
centage of women and younger workers has increased in the last decade, and these
groups tend to experience higher unemployment. An interesting fact is that 57.2
percent of the civilian labor force currently hold jobs—about the same proportion as
in 1969, when the unemployment rate was one-third of what it is today' Despite the
private economy's current problems, jobs are being provided for a high percentage
of the American population.

Any attempt to alleviate structural unemployment by traditional ‘pump-priming"”
is doomed to failure, and undoubtedly would bring back doubledigit inflation. The
Administration recognizes the nature of the unemployment problem, and has right-
ly focused on the long-term unemployed in its jobs program. A noninflationary re-
covery will put most workers back on the job. The workers who have little hope of
becoming employed, even after the recession has ended, are the ones that need help.
The Administration has made several proposals—$240 million in training and job
search assistance, an expansion of Federal Supplemental Compensation, converting
unempl\%?'ment benefits into wage vouchers, and a summer subminimum wage for
youth. We look forward to hearing the details of this package from Secretary Dono-
van and Chairman Feldstein.

It now appears that the Administration will propose an additional jobs bill As I
understand it, the package will include a total of $3 billion for supplemental unem-
g]oyment benefits, about $700 million in humanitarian assistance, and over $3-34

illion in accelerated public works programs. This is the right approach. Additional
Jjobless benefits and humanitarian aid will cushion those wio are waiting for recov-
ery to Eut them back to work. It also makes sense to speed up spending projects,
given that unemployment is high now but expected to fall. It is my understanding
that the proposal will seek only to reschedule already-approved funding, and will
not add to the cumulative budget deficit.

In my view, we must be cautious about going any further down this path by pass-
ing any major new spending bills in an attempt to create jobs. Past experience has
clearly shown that such pro?rams are counter-cyclical-—thejy do not begin to provide
jobs until the recession is long past. And raising Federal deficits and borrowing
would retard job expansion in the private sector. -

In my opinion, any jobs package should keep the principle of a healthy economc
recovery as its centerpiece, with specific government proFrams focused on the struc-
turally unemployed. The old method of trying to help along a budding recovery by
new public works spending has been tried and failed, and should be rejected.

Fortunately, the signs of recovery are abundant. Industrial 7production rose .9 per-
cent last month; housing starts were up 36 percent at a 1.7 million anaual rate;
auto producticn and sales are up sharply. Even the labor market statistics are turn-
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ing positive. The unemployment rate is down by .4 percent nonfarm employment is
up as i8 the average workweek. Further, inflation continues to moderate—last
month's wholesale price index actually fell by 1 percent.

Despite the fears and protests of the ‘‘doom #nd gloom’' crowd. the economy ap-

rs headed toward a noninflationary recovery, the kind we envisioned when the
resident’s economic program was implemented.

I know that this morning’s testimony will deal primarily with the issues of unem-
plt;yment benefits and jobe creation. However, there is no way to ignore the serious
deficits facing the Unemployment Trust Fund. The solvency of that fund is in jeop-
ardy—much like the social security trust funds. The difference is that for years the
Federal Unemployment Trust Fund has had a direct tap to the General Treasury.
When the State accounts became depleted, the States turned to the Federal Unem-
gloyment Trust Fund. When that fund became depleted, we turned to the General

ury.

As you well know, Congress finally put the brakes on unlimited free borrowing by
enacting the loan reform provisions of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1981. Interest is now charged on loans other than those defined as “‘cash flow”” and a
cap is available on the tax increases which would otherwise take place when States
become delinquent in repaying their loans. Solvency criteria were developed with
the help of the interested States and in cooperation with the Administration.

Over 25 States have borrowed (as of January 31st) to pay regular benefits and the
State share of extended benefits. Additional borrowing by these States is anticipated
and other States will need to dip into the FederaF ’l);easur_v over the next few
months. The Department of Labor recently found it necessary to request a supple-
mental appropriation of some $5 billion to replenish its loan fund.

This 18 clearly a serious situation. The current loan and interest provisions repre-
sent one of the most significant unemployment insurance system reforms of the Yast
few years. This Federal reform has led a number of states to reform their own fi-
nancing and benefit structures. | am reluctant to tamper with this provision but I
do recognize that the current recession has been deeper and more persistent than
any of us anticipated in the summer of 1981. We will need to address the solvency
issue and I enlist your assistance.

Welcome to the Cornmittee, Mr. Secretary. Your appearance is appreciated.

The CHAIRMAN. It is a pleasure to welcome the Secretary of
Labor, Raymond Donovan, to the Finance Committee this morning.
Secretary Donovan’s testimony will be followed by Martin Feld-
stein, the Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers. I think
Dr. Feldstein will join us at about 11, which is the time constraint
the Secretary has.

Our hearing today focuses on one of the most important domestic
issues, persistent high unemployment. It is having a devastatin
effect on millions of Americans and their families. The persona
imfgact of unemployment is great. The fiscal impact of the Federal
deficit is also great. For both of these reasons, unemployment will
be a top priority in the Finance Committee in the coming months.

We are well aware of the administration’s accomplishments in
lowering the rate of inflation. The current rate is one-third that of
2 years ago, and the administration deserves credit for this success.
Just 2 years ago, there was widespread skepticism that inflation
could be brought below double digit.

All alonf, this administration has correctly recognized that sus-
tained full employment would be impossible without achieving
price stability first. That is how we must view the welcome drop in
inflation; not as a temporary result of the inflation, but an essen-
tial cornerstone of economic recovery.

Low inflation, however, is of little comfort to the American with-
out a job. The statistics alone paint a very dismal picture. The un-
employment rate is 10.4 percent, up 3.2 points from the present
prerecession low; 1.9 million jobs have been lost since the .onset of
the recession; 11.4 million Americans are unable to find work.



4

So it is on that grim note, Mr. Secretary, that we welcome you to
the committee. We are aware of your deep and abiding interest in
the problem and your efforts to deal with that. We have appreciat-
ed your informal discussions in the past several weeks as we have
tried to put together some package that would bring relief to the
unemployed and also hold out real hope to those who may be struc-
turally unemployed for a longer period of time.

Senator Chafee, do you have an opening statement?

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to join in
welcoming Secretary Donovan here this morning and to say that
he is right on the frontlines of an area that sll of us are terribly
concerned with, and I know you are also, the high unemployment
in the country and the retraining and training o% workers for jobs.

The statistics with regard to the decline in blue-collar unemploy-
ment—in other words, manufacturing unemployment—is extraord)f -
nary. I think that, regretfully, some of those jobs probably will
never be recovered because of changes in the economy, the growth
of the services industry as opposed to the decline of the manufac-
turing industry. We look forward today to the suggestions and ob-
servations you have on this very important subject. Which is, I
think, the most burning domestic issue with the population of the
United States.

So, Mr. Secretary, I join in welcoming you here. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. You may proceed any way you wish, Mr. Secre-
tary. Your entire statement will be made a part of the record.

STATEMENT OF RAYMOND J. DONOVAN, SECRETARY OF LABOR,
ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN COGAN. ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
POLICY; JIM VAN ERDEN, CHIEF ACTUARY; BERT LEWIS, AD-
MINISTRATOR, OFFICE OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY

Secretary DonovaN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of
the committee. It is a distinct pleasure to have the opportunity to
address you today.

With me, on my immediate right is Assistant Secretary for
Policy, John Cogan, and to his right, Jim Van Erden, our Chief Ac-
tuary on Unemployment Insurance Service, and to my left, Bert
Lewis, who is the Administrator of the Office of Employment Secu-
rity.

Mr. Chairman and the committee, as we all know, unemploy-
ment is the Nation’s No. 1 human and economic concern. The cur-
rent recession combined with structural change in our economy
have caused unemployment for a great many of our fellow Ameri-
cans. In January, the unemployment stood at 10.4 percent of the
civilian labor force. Almost 11% million Americans were out of
work and seeking work. The goal of this administration is to re-
lieve this burden of unemployment. We shall not rest until all
Americans have the opportunity to enjoy the fruits of their labor.

Our present unemployment problem is part cyclical and part
structural. The cyclical unemployment problem is due to the reces-
sion, to the poor performance of our economy, and the only cure for
cyclical unemployment is economic recovery. The economic pro-
gram that this administration and the Congress put into place is
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generatin% an economic recovegy. Housing construction and auto-
mobile sales are rising. The index of leading economic indicators
has steadily improved, and most important, the unemployment
rate dropped in January.

But even after the economy has recovered, we will still have a
structural unemployment problem. I am here today to present a
broad-based set of structural unemployment initiatives developed
by this administration. These policies will provide additional finan-
cial support to the long-term unemployed and will assist the struc-
turally unemployed in returning to work. Let me highlight briefly
the major components of the program.

To assist those individuals who continue to face economic hard-
ship during the coming months, we are proposing to modify and
extend for 6 months the Federal supplemental compensation pro-
gram. The 6-month extension of FSC from April 1 until the end of
the fiscal year will {)rovide much-needed additional assistance to
the long-term unemployed.

As part of this extension, we are also proposing several impor-
tant modifications to the FSC program. These modifications will
improve the targeting of FSC toward those who are most deserving
and most in need, while providing significant cost savings and
needed simplification of benefit determinations.

Specifically, we propose to limit FSC benefits to those long-term
unemployed who have, first, demonstrated their work force attach-
ment by having had at least 30 weeks of employment during the
year preceding their unemployment; and, have neither voluntarily
quit their former jobs nor have been fired for good cause.

Further, we propose to replace the existing five tjers of benefits
spanning 8 to 16 weeks with a more streamlined, three-tiered pro-
gram keeping the 8 to 16 weeks range of benefit durations intact.
We believe these proposals are both fair and fiscally responsible,
and will improve the effectiveness of this vital assistance program.

Given the choice, obviously, Americans would rather have jobs
than cash assistance, and it is essential that we help the unem-
ployed find those jobs because most unemployed would rather have
a job than a benefit check. We are proposing the extension of FSC
be tied in with an imaginative new program; a job voucher pro-
gram. This program will provide assistance to the unemployed in
their efforts to return to work and will spur the creation of new
jobs and accelerate hiring as the economy improves.

Unlike the current unemployment insurance rules which require
that a worker lose all his or her remaining benefits if he finds a
job, the proposed job voucher program will allow the worker to
retain his full benefit entitlement. Instead of a cash assistance pay-
ment, the worker has the option to receive a voucher which he will
take to his employer. The employer can apply this voucher first
against his or her employment insurance tax bill, and then against
his or her tax obligation. Employers will find that significant cost
savings can be realized by hiring unemployed persons who offer job
vouchers, thereby spurring the creation of new jobs.

To induce much more lasting attachments for individuals finding
jobs under the voucher program, we propose to set up the amount
of the vouchers at 50 percent of the weekly FSC benefit, but to
double the time period over which the payments may be made. The
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individual’s total entitlement to benefits would thereby remain un-
changed. We also propose that the job voucher program continue
through March 31, 1984, which extends by 6 months the FSC termi-
nation date of October 1, 1983.

These proposals, Mr. Chairman, to extend and to modify FSC will
both ease the transition to prosperity and speed its arrival. Even as
the economy improves this year, some workers will find that their
former jobs no longer exist or that their skills have been rendered
obsolete by technological change or fundamental structural shifts
in our economy. We cannot abandon these workers who have suf-
fered so much due te forces beyond their control. If we are to assist
these workers to move into tomorrow’s jobs, we must insure that
they are trained for these jobs.

We believe the unemployment insurance system can be enhanced
significantly to improve the occupational and geographic mobility
of permanently displaced workers, and the States can he encour-
aged to take a key role in this retraining effort. We are, therefore,
proposing that the Federal Employment Tax Act be amended to
allow States to use up to 2 percent of State unemployment insur-
ance tax revenues to pay for training, job search, and relocation as-
sistance.

When combined with the appropriation we are requesting for
trairing programs under the Job Training Partnership Act, this
will provide essential training and job placement assistance for
ovver 200,000 displaced workers.

Combined with our efforts to aid adult workers who have been
hardest hit by the recession or displaced from long-held jobs, we
must attack the unemployment that plagues our young people.
Youth unemployment, particularly among black youth, is a social
tragedy. We began our fight against youth unemployment last year
by enacting the Job Training Partnership Act.

The second component of our fight against youth unemployment
involves removing federally mandated impediments to their em-
ployment. For many youth, the minimum wage has acted as a bar-
rier preventing them from gaining a foothold on the first rung of
the economic ladder. They have been hindered in their efforts to
obtain the most important kind of work; work that provides basic
job skills training. And to aid in reducing youth unemployment, we
are proposing a youth opportunity wage for youth through age 21.
This youth oportunity wage will be $2.50 per hour, about a 25-per-
cent reduction from the regular minimum wage of $3.35.

We are proposing that this special youth opportunity wage be ef-
fective only during the summer when the greatest number of youth
are in the labor market, and, therefore, when our proposal will
generate the most employment opportunities. By restricting the
youth minimum wage to the summer months, the jobs of older
workers will be protected.

To provide an additional incentive to employers, we are also pro-
posing that employers hiring youth under this program be exempt
from unemployment insurance taxes on the wages paid to the
youth, and the youth correspondingly be ineligible for benefits. Fi-
nally, there wi!f'be protections in the law to preclude substitution
of adult workers by teenagers.
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In closing, Mr. Chairman, I wish to express both the administra-
tion’s and my personal concern that the conditions of those now
facing unemployment not only be improved, but be improved dra-
matically. As the economy moves into a strong recovery, our pro-
posal to extend FSC will help to meet the immediate needs of the
long-term unemployed and our job voucher proposal will add mo-
mentum to the recovery.

Job training for displaced workers made possible through these
proposals will enable those who have borne the costs of technology
change to share in our recovery. Finally, training provided by the
JTPA combined with the youth opportunity wage will enable many
of our youth to gain the experience so necessary for their personal
development.

I am optimistic about the year ahead and believe that the propos-
als we are discussing today are essential in assuring both our
future prosperity and the equitable sharing in that prosperity by
the American worker.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. First, I
would like to introduce a statement by Senator Heinz who could
not be here today, and indicate that he intends to introduce a bill
that would contain a multiyear extension of the targeted jobs tax
credit program. That statement will be made part of the record.

[The prepared statement of Senator John Heinz follows:]

STATEMENT OF SENATOR JOHN HEINZ

Mr. Chairman, I commend you for holding these hearings on unemployment
issues, and am pleased to join with you in welcoming Secretary Donovan to our com-
mittee.

I am becoming, with a great deal of regret, something of an expert on unemploy-
ment issues. Frankly, States like my own have been especially hard hit by the depth
and duration of the current recession. While the Nation as a whole could rejoice at
the news that the national unemployment rate in January fell substantially, we in
Pennsylvania had grim news: an increase in unemployment of one full percent
point to 13.6 percent in January.

It is heartening to see that Secretary Donovan and the administration have begun
to formulate policies designed to combat the social costs of the great structural
shifts in our economy. We need innovative ideas to spur employment-and to retrain
our workforce in expanding industries.

I believe that the administration’s prorosal to increase spending for the discloated
workers program to $240 million is a step in the right direction, and I would sup-
port further expenditures to existing reiraining programs. We must continue to
rely, and fully utilize other programs that have been proven effective in integrating
disadvantaged individuals into the labor force. That’s why I will be seeking the sup-
port of my colleagues on the Finance Committee, and in the Senate, for a multi-year
extension of the tarygeted jobs tax credit.

There is no argument against extending the existing Federal supplemental com-
pensation program through the end of this fiscal year. Adequate assistance to our
workers, unemployed through no fault of their own, is the least that we can do
during this time of high unemployment. I applaud the administration for seeking
such an extension, but we need to recognize the reality that even with this exten-
sion, many workers have exhausted their eligibility and thousands more will do so
in the weeks ahead.

I would note that several of the large industrial-states, like my own, are being
forced to borrow heavily from the Federal Government in order to meet the demand
for unemployment compensation in our States. I will be proposing legislation, in
conjunction with others, to help our debtor States through these difficult times,
while ensuring that the Pattern of past profligate spending is not repeated. Mr.
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Chairman, you have been. very helpful on this subject, and Secretary Dono-
van and I have already met to discuss this issue. It is important to my State and
many others.

Lastly, I would like to urge the administration and my colleagues to join with me
in developing a program to provide adequate health coverage to our unemployed
workers. With most of the Nation’s workforce covered by some type of health plan,
many workers find themselves bereft of this essential protection when they become
unemployed, and are unable to purchase affordable health care from private insur-
ers. It's a growing problem, and we’ve got to find a solution.

Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Secretary, I understand that you have legis-
lation in draft form and that we will be getting at least a rough
draft sometime today. Is that correct?

Secretary DoNovaN. That is correct, sometime this afternoon we
will deliver it to your staff. ‘

The CHAIRMAN. We would appreciate going over it before its in-
troduction. Have there been any figures compiled on what impact
the proposed voucher options for Federal supplemental compensa-
tion will have? In other words, do we have any estimates that it
will be successful?~ ‘

-My own experience with the targeted jobs tax credit program, for
example, has been that it has been less than successful, except for
a few industries. Is there some indication that the voucher pro-
gram would be attractive to a number of employers?

Secretary DoNoVvAN. Yes, Mr. Chairman. It is a far different ap-
proach than the targeted jobs tax approach. One targeted jobs tax
credit had a “needs”’ test. It was aimed at a different population
than this. We estimate at Labor that in 1983 it will produce 200,000
jobs for long-term unemployed and in 1984, an additional 500,000. I
believe those numbers are realistic.

The CrAIRMAN. What about the lowering of the minimum wage
for summer jobs for youth to $2.50; is there any evidence that that,
in fact, would employ a number of these young people without
adding others to the unemployment roles, such as older workers?

Secretary DoNovAN. That has been the historic problem with
any discussion of a youth differential before the Congress, and not
without some merit. The displacement argument is a fair argu-
n}llent. It is very difficult to determine what amount of displacement
there is.

But keeping that in mind, we have designed this program for the
Congress consideration to not only minimize but hopefully, to
negate that problem. The fact that it is a summer program—and
by the way, on your initial question, our numbers indicate any-
where from 150,000 to 640,000 new jobs would be created under our
proposal. And if those States with minimum wage laws were to
follow this lead, it could exceed 1,000,000 new jobs.

In the law as we propose it, there are protections in the displace-
ment area, and also, protections for other youths who are currently
being paid the minimum. The concern is that they would be
dropped from the $3.35 to the $2.50. If a youth is earning the mini-
mum wage 90 days before the period covered by our proposal, May
1 to September 30, he cannot be paid less.

We have strong language with regard to displacement, and the
FSLA laws are extremely effective in this area. If employers do vio-
late the law, they face a $10,000 fine or 6 months in jail. So we
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have designed it keeping in mind the major concerns as expressed
}()% the AFL-CIO many times in the past, and by many members of
ngress.

Frankly, Mr. Chairman, we called this situation a national trage-
dy when CETA began, when the rates were virtually half of what
they are now particularly among minorities. I do not know v/hich
rro(:irds to put on the situation that minority youth face out th.ere

ay.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there some indication that organized labor
might be willing to go along with this proposal?

Secretary DoNovaN. I have had several conversations. I doubt it. -
I would ask not only labor, but the Congress, and the Chamber or
whoever else is interested in this to put more light than heat on
the subject. It should be kept in mind that Mayor Koch of New
York and Mayor Bradley of Los Angeles offered their cities a few
years ago as test cities if the Congress and the administration then
wanted to have a pilot program. It is not the answer, Mr. Chair-
man, but it is a tool that is long overdue, in my opinion.

The CHAIRMAN. I agree with that, and T hope we can have some
agreement that the ti):)n(fortant; thing is to put young people to work.
We hope that everybody can give a little and help us work it out, if
not in this program, then in some other program.

1 am a little bit confused about whether we are talking about a 6-
month or a 9-month FSC program. I think the President mentioned
9 months in his press conference; you are talking about 6 months.
Is the 9-month conditional on working out some agreement on the
total jobs package? Is that a fair conclusion?

Secretary DoNovAaN. That is a fair conclusion, Mr. Chairman.
But the President is willing to consider a 3-month extension
beyond the 6 in that total bipartisan approach on the f'obs bill, -as
long as it is kept within the $2.9 billion, the $2.95 billion for the
FSC program.

The CHAIRMAN. So, the administration’s official position today is
6 months, but if in fact there is some agreement concluded with
the Speaker and other Members of the House, there might be a 9-
month extension?

Secreta,y DoNovAN. It could well work out to be that.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Chafee.

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary, what I am primarily interested in in these pro-
grams is the Government taking a hand in training workers to fill
jobs that are available or could be available. I think there is mas-
sive dislocation taking place, as you are well aware and have men-
tioned in your testimony.

Regardless of what happens; for example, in the automobile in-
dustry, we are not going to see the number of jobs we once saw,
even if production increases substantially. The same goes for the
steel industry and a host of other manufacturing industries.

My problem with your presentation is that I don’t think it suffi-
ciently addresses training and retraining. I share the chairman’s
skepticism over the targeted jobs credit that we have worked with.
On paper it is a great program, but somehow it just does not seem
to work, as shown by the testimony we have had. By not working I
mean it does not seem to be used.
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~Consequently, I am wordering about the new voucher program
that you are proposing, which I suppose, is oriented toward encour-
aging employers to take on people. The reward for the employer is
that the voucher can be applied against his total unemployment
comp taxes, not just the unemployment comp taxes that are due on
this employee but on all of his employees, is that correct?

Secretary DoNovaN. That is correct, Senator Chafee.

Senator CHAFEE. You further state that it can be applied against
the employers Federal income—it would be rare, it seems to me,
that any employer would take on enough employees to vitiate his
entire unemployment comp tax. What does the tax run for the em-
ployer percentagewise? Is it based on $7,200? -

Secretary DoNovaAN. It's 2.7 percent.

Senator CHAFEE. The merit rating would vary and the base is
what, $7,200?

Secretary DoNovAN. The Federal wage base is $7,000, which is
the wage base used in most States.

Senator CHAFEE. So it would be unusual, practlcally speaking, for
an employer to get relief from that tax. Under your program, as I
understand it, the voucher would then apply to Federal income
taxes. Now, an employer has to make a profit to have Federal
income taxes, but he pays unemployment tax regardless of his prof-
its; so this provides something for the employer who may not be
making a profit.

Secretary DoNOVAN. Yes.

Senator CHAFEE. This is because the unemployment compensa-
tion tax applies whether or not a profit is made.

Secretary DoNovAN. Yes; then he can move to his Federal unem-
ployment tax in a sequential manner.

Senator CHAFEE. Now, is this the training part of your program?
Of course, you also have the 2-percent set-aside for the State to use
for training purposes.

Secretary DoNovaN. Yes; voucher program really is not the
training portion at all. It is an employment incentive. The train-
ing——

Senator CHAFEE. Well, it is training to the effect that usually em-
"ployers have to do a certain amount of training. It gets the unem-
ployed into the work force.

Secretary DoNOVAN. Yes.

Senator CHAFEE. This is original. I have not heard of this type of
program before. It seems to have some merit.

Now, what about the State 2-percent set-aside? The States are al-
ready deep in debt to the Federal Government. Is this going to in-
crease their debts?

Secretary DoNoVAN. It could, but let me begin it this way, Sena-
tor Chafee. We, along with the $240 million that we are seeking
under title III of the new Job Training and Partnership Act for dis- -
placed workers—and, by the way, this is virtually the first time
that the blue-collar worker is being addressed by—let me put it in

‘a negative sense—they were not addressed under the old CETA
titles. This is a refreshmg departure and a recognition of a problem
that started in the 1970’s and will grow, I agree with you, Senator,
will grow into the 1980’s. But that is the basis of it.
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We add the features of allowing the States to use up to 2 percent
of these receipts at the State level for training, relocation, and par-
alleling what we are doing at the Federal level with the $240 mil-
lion. If a State—the extreme situation would be if a State is a bor-
rowing State; yes, we recognize the fact that they would have to
borrow federally in order to implement it. But many States—oh,
the number; I did not give you the number.

Two percent of the available funds, if the States did choose to go
this route, would add $374 million to that program. I want to point
out in all fairness, this is a major departure from anything that Ul
has done before. Let me rephrase it. It is a major departure be-
cause Ul funds were never used in this way before. That is why 1
am sure it will create a lot of debate, but we think that debate is
healthy; and we think it is a responsible proposal that we have put
forward to you.

Senator CHAFEE. Mr. Chairman, may I ask one more question?

The vouchers only go to those who are on the supplemental bene-
fits; is that correct? ’

Secretary DoNovaN. Yes; at their options.

Senator CHAFEE. Yes; a person who is on the 26-week State bene-
fit, or the 13-week extended benefit, would not be entitled to the
voucher. )

Secretary DoNovAN. That is correct. They would not have the
option there.

Senator CHAFEE. So there is a tilt here toward the long-term un-
employed individual.

Secretary DonovaN. Exactly.

Senator CHAFEE. Which is fine for him, but it adversely affects
those who have been unemployed for less than 40 weeks.

Secretary DoNovaN. I do not know whether I would say it goes
against. The FSC program, ohviously, is designed to kick in after
the 26-week exhaustion, and the 39-week exhaustion, and is aimed
toward the long-term unemployed. The records indicate that they
are in a far more difficult employment situation. So it is targeted
to those who need it the most.

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Secretary DoNovaN. Thank you, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Let me just say we have got another problem
that I do not want to get into today. I just wanted to raise it, be-
cause there are a number of Governors—in fact, I met with some
out in Chicago a few weeks back—who are complaining about loans
that they owe the Federal Government and interest payments that
they cannot make. They have many ideas on deferring the interest,
forgiving the interest, forgiving the loans.

As I understand it, the easy access to the loans before 1981 prob-
ably contributed a great deal to the insolvency of the unemploy-
ment program. I think we start off with that basic fact. Plus 1
think a lot of the States were very, very generous in their pro-
grams, and that also led to their problems. Many have since tight-
ened up. The State of Michigan, for example, in a special session of
the legislature last December made some very draconian changes
in their unemployment compensation laws to try to save the
system.
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Are there examﬁles of other States moving to tighten up their
programs rather than to come to the Federal Treasury for loans?

Secretary DoNovaN. Yes, Mr. Chairman. And what tie Congress
did, I think, was extremely responsible in 1981 and 1982 in impos-
ing an interest rate.

The direct answer to your question is, since you have taken that
action and since that became law, 21 other States have made an
effort to do what Michigan did. Some have been more aggressive
than others. Louisiana, I would say, is a highlight State in address-
ing the problems that you put so well. But 22 States have taken
action.

In our view, I am not sure that they would have been as atten-
tive to the needs of the trust fund and have taken this action if we
had not had the interest rates and the cap rules.

The CHAIRMAN. I believe those are the first real restrictions in
the program. There is a feeling now among the States that have
tightened up—Michigan, Louisiana, Oregon, and others—of little
concern about—I will not use the term “bailing out,” but making
accommodations to other States who have not yet faced up to some
of the basic problems in the program. '

Secretary DoNovAN. Yes, Mr. Chairman. The point you made
earlier, until that law was changed, yes; you are absolutely correct
that a major portion of the problem we face today in the trust
fund—as of January I think it was nearly $4 billion of the $11 bil-
lion as of January 1983, that is old debt from the early 1970’s and
the mid-1970’s becausz there was no incentive to pay it back. As a
matter of fact, many States increased benefits and lowered taxes
and helped exacerbate a growing major problem.

The CrAIRMAN. Well, in my meeting with the Governors, and I
know you have met with Governors, too, I suggested that we would
certainly be willing to work with them. We have been doing that in
cooperation with members of your staff to look into some responsi-
ble action that might be taken. But I think it must be predicated
on their efforts to take responsible action at the State level, and
that is the impression I hope I left at our meeting_in Chicago.

There is another area that I believe we should at least touch on.
It is in connection with the proposal to extend the life of the FSC
program. That is a response, obviously, to the continued unemploy-
ment, but it does not deal with the issue of unemployed workers
who exhaust their present FSC entitlements.

Would you support adding more weeks of benefits for these indi-
viduals? I understand there will be about 1.2 million exhaustees of
FSC by April 1.

Secretary DoNOVAN. Mr. Chairman, when we have to make deci-
sions and proposals, both us as an administration and you in the
Congress, the human problems that are out there across this coun-
try hang heavily not only on the heart but also in any equation
that we try to draw up. But I believe that we have attempted to
bring into balance the human concerns and the economic facts
and problems that we face with the deficit.

It seems to us that the further we reach back, the less benefits
potentially there will be for the people coming on for the first time
onto Federal supplemental benefits. We are not unsympathetic,
Mr. Chairman, to the point that you raise; but at this stage, we
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have not seen a proposal that would change our mind at the
moment. But we understand your concern and have it curselves,
but I believe we have approached it in the most human and the
most balanced way that we could.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Durenberger.

Senator DURENBERGER. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Baucus.

Senator Baucus. No questions.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Chafee.

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary, what disturbs me in your proposed program is
that there is no setaside, as there has been in past programs, for
assistance to employers who are prepared to conduct a rather sub-
stlantial training program on their own. Let me give you an exam-
ple.

We have an employer, our largest employer in the State, Electric
Boat, which is prepared to train some 2,000 people for long-term
jobs which are immediately available; yet, Electric Boat is finding
it difficult to assemble the sums that are required for this training
program. I have been told that the Labor Department does not
have any funds to make such a contribution.

It seems to me that when we have jobs available where training
is required, and the employers are willing to provide the training,
thex('ie ought to be some mechanism to meet such a worthwhile
need.

Could you comment on that?

Secretary DoNovAaN. Yes. As you are aware, Senator Chafee, I
am very much aware of that exact situation. The example, you and
I have discussed it.

Senator CHAFEE. Yes.

Secretary DoNovAN. We did cooperate and train welders, as I
recall, for that plant.

Senator CHAFEE. That is correct.

Secretary DoNovaN. I have some encouraging news for you.
Under the Job Training and Partnership Act, and particularly the
$240 million in title III, there are opportunities for retraining. You
talk about Electric Boat being willing to match. Let us talk about
title III and the $240 million. It is on a matching basis, Senator,
going from zero in the high unemployment States to 50 percent in
those States with low-to-average unemployment. But I am certain
that with the cooperation of the Governor of Rhode Island or the
Governor of any State, that we, between the Job Training Partner-
ship Act as the basic tool and title III of that act, we can arrange
matching fund arrangements.

Senator CHAFEE. Fifty percent is the maximum.

Secretary DoNovAN. Fifty percent is the maximum, and zero is
the minimum.

Senator CHAFEE. Of the State contribution.

Secretary DoNOVAN. Yes.

Senator CHAFEE. Are those dollars there now?

Secretary DoNovAN. Last year, we asked for $100 million for that
dislocated worker portion. The Congress gave us $25 million. I was
disappointed. But this year I asked for $240 million at the adminis-
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tration level, and that is what I hope to have beginning October 1,
at the $240 million level.

Senator CHAFEE. I do not want to look a gift horse in the mouth,

but the problem is that October 1 is going to be too late. In other
words, here is a program which is ready to be started and has a lot
of enthusiasm behind it. All it needs is funding assistance. It seems
to me, that we should be addressing this type of situation now
when it is most needed.
- Secretary DoNovAaN. But, Senator, under the Job Training and
Partnership Act itself, leaving aside for a moment title III, the
Governor and the advisory council and the PIC’s have a lot of flexi-
bility in job training for those welders at the boat company.

Senator CHAFEE. Well, you and I can talk some more about this.
I just wanted to express my concern.

We have talked about unemployment compensation and the need
for tightening up by State systems. As the chairman has men-
tioned, this has taken place in some States. It seems to me that if
we recognize that tightening up the unemployment compensation
system is needed, then we ought to do it in the Congress. For exam-
ple, currently unemployment benefits are being paid to people they
were never intended to cover; for instance, school bus drivers or
school lunch workers who clearly are hired for a certain period
which they realize when they accept the job. Yet, for example, in
my State, they do collect unemployment compensation.

Now, this is not what the program was designed for. It was de-
signed to take care of those éyeople who are truly unemployed.
These are the people we should be most concerned about. It seems
to me that that is the kind of tightening up that ought to be consid-
ered by the legislation you submit.

Secretary DoNovAN. 1 appreciate what you said, and it is true.

I should add, a voluntary quit from a job was never contemplated
to be covered by unemployment compensation, nor was fired for
cause. These are some of the changes that should have been ad-
dressed, and frankly, we have the courage to propose, and we are
asking the Congress to consider.

Senator CHAFEE. Are they in this program?

Secretary DonovaN. Yes; for FSC programs, Senator Chafee.

_ Senator CHAFEE. I have one more question, but I notice my time
is up.

The CHAIRMAN. Go ahead.

Senator CHAFEE. Mr. Secretary, the youth minimum wage, is
something we have discussed time and time again in Congress.
When 1 first came to the Congress, it was voted on and, I was ex-
tremely sorry it didn’t pass. Since then, however, I have made
some surveys at home and talked with employers, and frankly,
they did not indicate that the wage differential was a significant
factor in hiring.

Do you have any indication that 25 percent is enough of a temp-
tation for an employer to step out and hire one of these youngsters
who presents training problems and other challenges?

Secretary DoNovAN. Yes, we do, Senator. There are many inde-
pendent studies that address it and conclude from both sides, but I
think the preponderance of the evidence is that it can and will
make a significant difference.
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We talk about displacement. I think—I hope our program as pre-
sented prevents you from having too much fear in that area. But
there is also a feeling in this country that there is an exhaustible
amount of that type of low-skilled job. Obviously, those jobs start
the youth out on a correct path, in getting discipline in coming to
jobs, in learning the rudimentary things about the transition from
school to work.

I am convinced that it can make a significant difference. I say
this: We have tried to build in as much protections as possible. 1
say please try it, because the tragedy, particularly among the mi-
norities, as I say, is growing.

“Senator CHAFEE. Well, Mr. Secretary, I am not wild about it, but
I am not sure who has a better suggestion. That is the trouble. Ev-
erybody will criticize this, but no one seems to come up with a
better idea.

I share your concerns about the program. As I have said I feel
some skepticism toward it, but I see the statistics that have been
cited, and I know them well. No one else seems to have a better
idea. I am inclined toward giving it a chance.

Secretary DoNovAaN. Thank you, sir. I feel likewise.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Secretary, I failed to ask one question. In ad-
dition to all the problems of just being unemployed, there is a very
real problem in the fact that health insurance coverage expires for
many unemployed workers. It is a matter that we have discussed
informally. I know it is a matter that you have been trying to find
some solution for.

Will there be any recommendation by the administration for how
we might help the unemployed who have lost health coverage for
themselves and their families? Some States, I understand Minneso-
ta may now have a plan. But I am wondering if we can offer any
help to these people as far as health coverage?

Secretary DoNovaN. First 1 will say coming from where I came
from—and I remember the latter years of the Depression, for the
unemployed to have to make a decision about a bowl of soup or an
appendectomy for their son is as tragic a thing-as I can imagine,
that constant concern and worry.

Obviously, we recognize that there is a need there. We have no
proposal.

The CHAIRMAN. Would there be anything wrong with deducting a
certai;x amount from the FSC benefit to provide limited health cov-
erage?

Secretary DoNovaN. I was about to say I am not as familiar with
Minnesota as Senator Durenberger, and I would like to hear about
it; but I know of the proposal in Pennsylvania. It is quite simple in
its approach, and really the benefit is or the program is first a de-
duction from their UI claims benefits; but it would be a group rate
and probably say 20 or 30 percent. I applaud that type of construc-
tive approach.

_Ifdanyone has any suggestions like that, I think they should be
aired.

The CHAIRMAN.] appreciate that. It's an area we have some in-
terest in. Perhaps Senator Durenberger could tell us about Minne-
sota.
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Secretary DoNovaN. I would stress, though, that anything that
we come up with should be voluntary, don’t you think?

Senator DURENBERGER. I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the op-
portunity to ask a couple of questions. I will not try to explain our
plan, but I would just say that we are digging into the issue—per-
haps not so much because someone has invented a solution, but be-
cause some of us on this committee think we might have a vehicle
in a relatively unpopular tax change to do something about it.

My curiosity, though, Mr. Secretary, is this. I listened to you
repond to this question, and I listened to you respond to Senator
Chafee’s question about the school lunch workers; and the question
that occurs to me is, If we do not think about what policy unem-
ployment compensation—what national policy the unemployment
compensation system is supposed to serve in a time that we are
living with 12 million real life examples, when in the world are we
ever going to think about it?

We are not going to think about it when it’s a 5-percent problem
or a 6-percent problem or one of those fluctuating in and out prob-
lemsi because those are the times we extend it to new groups of
people.

We have now been living for the better part of 2 years with a
whole lot of real life examples of what it is like to be out of work
for some period of time. We are living with advice from I guess the
next witness that will be that for some very substantial time in the
future we will have a fair amount of unemployment in this coun-
try.

It seems to me if ever there was a time when this administration
should come to the Congress with some proposals about a realistic
unemployment compensation system, this would be the time.

One specific example from my State, for example—we changed
our unemployment comp laws to deny benefits to those whose
income exceeds three times the statewide annual rate. Now, we
may be in effect at variance with national law. I do not know
whether we’re going to lose out because we decided to move toward
income testing.

We have the problem in our State, as we have in other States, of
not having an area trigger; so we sit up there on the Iron Range
with 23 percent unemployment in one county and 34 percent in an-
other county and so forth, but unemployment statewide not enough
to qualify for extended benefits. We would love to have an area
trigger. ‘

Related to that, of course, is the problem of job search. Where in
the world do you find a job in the middie of 34 percent unemploy-
ment? You do not. The employers are going belly up, to say noth-
ing of the folks themselves.

So as you go through this, and my little experience in 4 or 5
years on this committee, there has never seemed a better time for
all of us to come to grips with the function of this system.

I acknowledge that it was never a national system. It was always
basically a State system. But only Wisconsin way back before the
Depression had the nerve to stand up and say you know, despite
the economic warfare that this might cause or the problems of dis-
parity this might cause, we are going to have a system. Then the
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National Government came along and said everybody ought to
have a system like this.

It seems to me that this is an awfully good time to find out what
way the national legislation might facilitate more imaginative use
of State unemployment compensation.

Secretary DonovaAN. I agree. But I would say this administration
and the Congress over the last few years has made more progress
than any in the past.

As far as unemployment is concerned, we feel we are here and
other membe?s of the administration are coming forward with
imaginative proposals to attack unemployment. And we have
talked about some of them today.

But the political courage it takes to address this unemployment
insolvency issue is something that we are all going to have to take
a gle?ip breath and face. It goes to many of the points that you
raised. .

But we have many States all with varying plans and varying
amounts of pressures, political and otherwise. That is why I would
say the actions that have been taken by this administration and
the two Congresses have done important things in the cap and the
interest rate approach, because once we all become solvent again, I
believe that is the atmosphere in which to address the complicated
issues you have raised this morning, Senator.

Senator DURENBERGER. What have we done about the area trig-
ger, for example? What is wrong with the area trigger for extended
benefits?

Secretary DONOVAN, At present?

Senator DURENBERGER. We do not have one at present. What is
wrong with having one? '

Secretary DoNOVAN. A national one?

Senator DURENBERGER. It would be applied across the country,
but it would be triggered by specific regions within a State; people,
for example, who had lost their job in that region or who were in
that region——

Secretary DoNoOvAN. I brought these guys with me, and they
haven’t answered one yet.

Mr. CoGaN.-Senator, the basic problem is that at present it is
simply not feasible. How do you define the local area? Does it have
to coincide with the local area unemployment data that the BLS
now collects, which in many cases is what we would have to call
data that has a large amount of statistical error in it? Do we define
the local areas including a place of residence or place of work? Ad-
ministratively, having a local area trigger is simply not feasible at
the present time, given the kinds of data that the Bureau of Labor
Statistics collects.

Secretary DoNnovaAN. Did you understand that?
be?enator DURreNBERGER. I understand the answer. I have heard it

ore.

The CHAIRMAN. It is a very good answer, but it does not address
the problem.

Senator Baucus. Then, as I understand, Mr. Secretary, you need
to leave fairly soon. Then we have our next witness here.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Mr. Secretary, I have one fairly quick (}uestion, not in the juris- -
diction of this committee but directly related, I think, about the
Job Services Office and the Job Services program.

As I understand it, Western States under the new allocation for-
mula are in a more difficult position because effectively their funds
are cut back. The more thinly populated States are cut back, as a
practical matter, compared to the more populated States.

Because unemployment insurance claims have to be filed in
person, it is important for States like Montana which have a lot of
small towns, it is important in that part of the country to have
local offices open, not closed. As a practical matter, because of
some cuts and also because of some changes in the Job Training
Partnership Act, these offices are being cut back.

Would you comment on that, please, and try to give us some as-
surance that the Western States will have Job Services offices?

The CHAIRMAN. The Midwestern States. .

Senator Baucus. Obviously, with the job situation the way it is,
it is very important to have the Job Services offices open.

Secretary DoNovaN. In the new grants to States in that area,
Senator, you are correct that some States will suffer somewhat.
But none, as I am told, will have less than 90 percent of the dollars
they had previously.

Is that correct?

Mr. LEwis. Yes.

Senator Baucus. My understanding is that in Montana we are
going to lose 40 percent of our staff.

Secretary DoNovaN. Forty percent of your staff?

Senator Baucus. That is right. Forty percent of the Job Services
staff, due to the reallocation combined with, as I understand it, the
level of funding combined with the prior year.

hSecretary DoNovAN. Let me have Mr. Lewis throw some light on
this.

Mr. LEwis. Senator Baucus, I believe you are referring to the
new formula contained in the Wagner-Peyser amendments as part
of the Job Training Partnership Act. The new formula provides for
a rolling hold-harmless. Each year, beginning in fiscal year 1984,
the State would be held to no less than 90 percent of its share of
the prior year’s allotment.

The implementation of those amendments is just now beginning.
The preliminary planning figures are not scheduled to go out until
mid-March. There is a provision in the statute which requires the .
Secretary to reserve up to 3 percent of the funds provided for the
formula allocation to resolve problems of States that have low pop-
ulation densities and large geographies. The matter is being staffed
out and has not been brought to the Secretary’s desk yet for his
review.

Senator Baucus. I intend to look into this, and I am sure my
office will be joined by the Senator from Kansas’ office.

It is obvious that sometimes the jobs are not there, but at least to
the degree they are there, it is important to have the offices open
in the smaller communities. It is tough to travel long distances,
::en 200 or 300 miles away in a State as thinly populated as Mon-

na.

Secretary DoNovAN. We will, sir.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Baucus, for raising the ques-
tion. It is an important point in every State but particularly in
States where you have long distances to travel.

Mr. Secretary, unless Senator Boren has any questions, we can
probably move on to the next witness.

Senator BoreN. No, thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. We appreciate your appearance very much. We
will be working with you and look forward to receiving the draft
this afternoon.

Secretary DoNovAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of
the committee.

The CHAIRMAN. We may also have questions in writing. -

Our next witness is the Chairman of the Council of Economic Ad-
visers, to give us the good news on the economy, the robust speed-
up of the recovery. Dr. Feldstein, just give us the good news first.
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STATEMENT OF RAYMOND J. DONOVAN
SECRETARY OF LABOR
BEFORE THE -
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
UNITED STATES SENATE

February 18, 1983

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

It is a distinct pleasure to h;ve the opportunity to
address you today.

As we all know, unemployment is the Nation's number one
human and.economic concern. The current resession combined
with structural change in our economy have caused unemployment
for a great many people. In January, the unemployment rate
stood at 10.4 percent of the civilian labor force. Almost
eleven and one-half million Americans were out of work and
seeking work. The goal of this Administration is to relieve
this burden of unemployment. We shall not rest until all
Americans have the opportunity to enjoy the fruits of their
labor.

Our present unemployment problem is part cyclical and
part structural. The cyclical unemployment problem is due
to the poor performance of our economy. The only cure for
cyclical unemployment is economic recovery. The economic
program that the Administration and Congress put in place

is generating an eéonomlc recovery. Housing construction
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and industrial production is improving, the index of leading
economic indicators has steadily improved, and; most important,
the unemployment rate dropped in January.

But, even after the economy has recovered, we will still
have a structural unemployment problem. I am here today to
present a broad-based set of structural unemployment initiatives
developed by the Administration. These policies will provide
;dditional financial support to the long~term unemployed and
will assist the structurally unemployed in returning to work.
Let me briefly highlight the major components of the program.

To assist those individuals who continue to face economic
hardship during the coming months, we are proposing to modify
and extend for six months the Federal Supplemental Compensation
program (FSC). The six month extension of FSC--from April
1 until the end of the fiscal year--will provide much needed
additional assistance to the long-term unemployed.

As part of this extension, we are also proposing several
important modifications of }he FSC program. These modifications
will improve the targeting of FSC toward those who are most
deserving and most in need, while providing significant cost
savings and needed simplification of benefit determinations.
Specifically, we propose to limit FSC benefits only to those

long-term unemployed who:



o have demongtrated their workforce attachment. by
having had at least 30 weeks of employment during
the year preceding their unemployment, and
o have neither voluntarily quit their former jobs
nor been fired for good cause.
Further, we propose to replace the existing five tiars
of PSC benefits spanning 8 to 16 weeks with a more streamlined
three-tiered program, keeping the 8 to 16 week range of benefit
durations intact. We believe these proposals are both fair
and fiscally responsible, and will improve the effectiveness
of this vital assistance pzogra;.
Given the choice, however, Americans would rather have
jobs than cash assistance, and it is essential that we help
the unemployed find jobs. We therefore are proposing that
the extension of FSC be tied in with an imaginative new program:
the job voucher program. This program will pfbvide agssistance
to the unemployed in their efforts to return to work, it will
spur the creation of new jobs and accelerate hiring as the
economy improves.
Unlike the current unemployment insurancé rules, which

require that a worker lose all his or her remaining benefits

upon finding a job, the proposed job voucher program will allgy
the worker to retain the full benefit entitlement. Instead

of a cash assistance payment, however, the worker will receive
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a voucher to take to an employer. The employer can apply this
voucher first against its unemployment insurance taxes or if
the value of the vouchers exceeds its liability for unemployment
insurance taxes, then against its Federal income taxes. The
unemployment trust fund will be reimbursed from general revenues
so States will not be penalized. Employers will find that
significant cost savings can bg realized by hiring unemployed
persons who offer job vouchers, thereby spurring the creation
of new jobs. 7

To induce more lasting attachments for individuals finding
jobs under the voucher program, we propose to set the amount
of the voucher at 50 percent of the weekly benefit under FSC,
but to double the time period over which payments may be made.
The individual's total entitlement to benefits would thereby
remain unchanged. = We also piopose that the job voucher program
continue through June 30, 1984.

These proposals to extend and modify FSC will both ease
the transition to prosperity and speed i;s arrival. Even
as the economy improves this year, some workers will find
that their former jobs no longer exist or that their skills
have been rendered obsolete by technological change or other
fundamental structural shifts in our economy. We cannot abandon
these workers who have suffered so much due to forces beyond
their control. If we are to help these workers move into
tomorrow's jobs, we must ensure that they are trained for

those jobs.
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We believe the unemployment insurance system can be enhanced
significantly to improve the occupational and geoygraphic mobility
of permanently displaced workers, and the States can be encouragéd
to take a key role in this retraining effort. We are therefore
proposing to allow States to use up to 2 percent of State unemploy-
ment insurance tax revenues to pay for training, job search
and relocation assistance. When combined with the appropriation
we are requesting for training programs under the Job Training
Partnership Act (JTPA), this will provide essential training
and job placement assistance for over 200,000 displaced workers.

Combined with our efforts to aid adult workers who have
been hardest hit by the recession or displaced from long-held
jobs, we must attack the unemployment that plagues our young
people. Youth unemployment, particularly among black youth,
is a social tragedy. We began our fight against youth unemploy-
ment last year by enacting the Job Training Partnership Act.

The second component of our fight against youth unemploy- .
ment involves removing federally mandated impediments to their
employment. For many youth, the minimum wage has acted as
a barrier preventing them from gaining a foothold on the first
rung of the eonomic ladder. They have been hindered in their
efforts to obtain-the most important kind of work--work that
provides basic job skill training. To aid in ieducing youth

unemployment, we are proposing a youth opportunity wage for
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youth under age 22. This youth opportunity wage will be
$2.50 per hour, about 25 percent below the regular minimum
of $3.35. v

We are proposing that the special youth opportunity wage
only be effective during the shmmer, when the>greatest number
of youth are in the labor market and, therefore, when our
proposal will generate the most employment oppo:tunities.-

By restricting the youth opportunity wage to the summer months,
the jobs of older workers will be protected. To provide an
additional incentive to employers, we are also proposing that
employers hiring youth under this program be exempt from unem-
ployment insurance taxes on the wages paid to the youth and

the youth éorrespondingly be ineligible for benefits. Finally,
there will be protections in the law to preclude substitution
ofiadult workers by teenagers.

In closing, I wish to express boch the Administration's
and my personal concern thgt the condition of those now facing
unemployment be improved. As the economy moves into a strong
recovery, our proposal to extend FSC will help meet the immediate
needs of the long term unemployed, and our job voucher proposal
will add momentum to the recovery. Job training for displaced
workers made possible through these proposals will enable those
who have borne the cost of structural change to share in our

recovery. Finally, training provided by the JTPA combined
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with the youth opportunity wage will enable many of our youth
to gain the experience so necessary for their personal develop-
ment .

I am optimistic about the year ahead, and believe that
the proposals we are discussing today are essential in assuring
both our future prosperity and the equitable sharing in that
prosperity by the American people.

Mr. Chairman, this concludes my prepared statement.
I and my staff will be glad to answer any questions you may

have.
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STATEMENT OF MARTIN FELDSTEIN, CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF
ECONOMIC ADVISERS

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I have good news. I will be happy to tell you the good news. But I
do have a general statement about unemployment, and then I
would be happy to answer questions about forecasts or about other
specific legislative aspects.

The CHAIRMAN. Repeal of withholding? Go ahead, make the
statement. It will be made a part of the record.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. The administration believes that unemployment
is now the most serious economic problem facing the United States.
In January, the unemployment rate was 10.4 percent, and there
were more than 11 million individuals who were not working and
were classified by the Labor Department as unemployed. Nearly 60
percent of the unemployed had lost their previous jobs and were
either looking for a new one or waiting for recall by their previous
employer. Nearly 2 million of the unemployed were teenagers who
were looking for their first job or otherwise struggling with the dif-
ficult transition from school to work.

Although unemployment is always undesirable, it is likely to be
particularly painful to the long-term unemployed. About 40 percent
of the unemployed have been unemployed for more than 14 weeks,
iand nearly one-fourth have been unemployed for 6 months or

onger.

In thinking about policies to reduce unemployment, it is impor-
tant to distinguish between cyclical and structural unemployment.
Even if the economy were not in a recession, there would inevita-
bly continue to be some unemployment as individuals change jobs,
as individuals enter the labor force and so on. There is a floor level
of unemployment below which the unemployment rate cannot be
depressed and maintained without putting excessive strains on the
labor and product markets, strains that would cause the inflation
rate to spiral higher and higher,

This floor on the unemployment rate, which may be called the
“inflation threshold unemployment rate,” is now probably between
6 and 7 percent. If we taEe the inflation threshold rate to be 6.5
percent, we can divide the current unemployment into a 6.5 per-
cent inflation threshold or structural component and a 3.9 percent
cyclical component. Thus, about 4 million individuals, or 38 per-
cent, of the current unemployed are cyclically unemployed.

It is important to reduce both cyclical and structural unemploy-
ment, but the methods of reducing these two components are very
different. .

Before looking at the policies and prospects for reducing unem-
ployment, it is useful to look at how the labor market has func-
tioned in the last 12 years or so. Because of the current high unem-

loyment rate, it is easy to complain that the labor market works
adly and bemoan the fact that it has recently failed to provide
jobs for all those who want them. .

In fact, the experience of the last 12 years shows the opposite,
that the U.S. labor market works extremely well at providing jobs
for a rapidly expanding work force. Between 1970 and 1982, the
number of employed persons grew by 21 million. The labor force
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participation of females grew from 43 percent to nearly 53 percent.
The number of employed women rose by nearly 50 percent. Their
unemployment rate is now actually lower than that of men.

Over a long period, the labor market has also responded well to
the changing mix of education skills and has employed a rapidly
growing share of college graduates without any significant increase
in their unemployment rate.

This very good performance stands in sharp contrast to the Euro-
pean experience of the past decade. I recently accompanied Vice
President Bush on his trip to Europe. We were frequently remind-
ed that the unemployment rate in the European Economic Commu-
nity has risen every year since 1973 and now stands at more than
three times the rate of a decade ago.

Even more disturbing, European employment is now actually
lower than it was in 1970. I will return to the reason for this differ-
ence and the implication for the United States toward the end of
my prepared remarks.

First, however, I want to discuss cyclical unemployment. There is
only one thing that can eliminate the cyclical unemployment in
the United States: a sustained economic expansion. An economic
recovery is by far the best jobs program. Indeed, it is the only jobs
program that really works.

As you know, the Department of Labor recently announced that
private employment in the United States rose by 340,000 between
December and January. Imagine how much would have to be spent
on a so-called ‘“‘jobs program” that was aimed at providing that
many jobs. At $15,000 per job, the Government would have to pay
$5 billion to hire 340,000 individuals.

However, since not everyone who was hired in such a program
would otherwise have been unemployed and since the Government
borrowing would crowd out private spending, many of the newly
created jobs would be offset.by a reduction in private employment.
g‘_}lxlqs, creating 340,000 additional jobs would cost far more than $5

illion.

The potential job-creating effects of a public employment pro-
gram are simply dwarfed by the likely accomplishments of a natu-
ral economic recovery. The administration forecasts that even with
a moderate recovery that raises real GNP by 3.1 percent in 1983
and 4 percent in 1984, there will be 2 million more people em-
ployed a year from now in the first quarter of 1984 and 5 million
more employed by the first quarter of 1985, ‘

By 1988, continued real economic growth at 4 percent a year can
eliminate all cyclical unemployment. Evidence is accumulating
that indicates that the United States either is or soon will be in an
economic recovery that can provide those jobs.

In addition to the recent rise in employment, we have seen an
increase in average working hours per week, a rise in new orders, a
turnaround in the backlog of unfilled orders, an increase in indus-
trial production and many other signs.

In arguing against specific job-creating Government programs, I
am of course not unaware of the Keynesian theory that an increase
in Government spending can, by increasing total demand, lead to a
higher level of output and employment in the economy.
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But even the most ardent Keynesian is likely to feel that a
budget deficit of more than $200 billion in 1983 represents suffi-
cient fiscal stimulus. Indeed, increases in Government outlays
aimed at increasing emgloyment may be countergroductive. If the
increased deficits in 1983 are interpreted as an indication that defi-
cits will continue to grow in future years, the current deficits may
induce disproportionately large increases in long-term interest
rates during the present year. The result would be a greater de-
crease in private employment than the initiating increase in public
employment.

Although additional Government spending on labor-intensive ac-
tivities cannot be justified in Keynesian terms or as a method of
pure job creation, there is a simple but important reason why it
can be desirable to speed up some Government projects that would
otherwise be done in the future.

To the extent that labor and plant capacity that would be used
in such projects would otherwise be unemployed this year, the true
cost of doing the projects now is less than it would be later when
there is less unemployment.

I say “true” cost because even if the dollar outlay is the same,
the cost is less now in the sense that the resources that are used
would otherwise be nonproductive. In the technical language of
economics, the projects may be worth doing now because the “op-

rtunity cost” or “‘social cost” of the resources are lower now than
ater._

If some prospective spending in future years is shifted forward
for this reason, it must be made very clear to the financial markets
and others that advancing the date of future outlays does not mean
an increase in cumulative Government spending and cumulative
deficits over the next several years as a whole.

The prospect of enlarged cumulative deficits and the resulting_in-
creases in the Government debt could, by suggesting a reduced de-
termination to control deficits in future years, cause a rise in inter-
est rates that would result in a reduction in private spending that
exceeds the increase in Government outlays. This would hurt the
recovery and mean that the cost of the Government spending was
very high indeed.

Let me now summarize what I have been saying about cyclical
unemplogment. First, an economic recovery and sustained expan-
sion is the only way to get a substantial and lasting reduction in
cyclical unemployment. ,

Second, programs aimed at creating jobs by direct public hiring
or Keynesian expansion of demand are inefficient and may be
counterproduective.

Third, a rescheduling of Government spending on maintenance
or capital investment from future years to 1983 may be a desirable
way of reducing the real social costs of providing Government serv-
ices.

Although the Government’s role in countering cyclical unem-
ployment is best limited to the provision of monetary and fiscal
conditions that are conducive to a sustained economic expansion,
there is scope for a more active role in Government policy in deal-
ing with the special structural employment of young people, of the
low-skilled disadvantaged groups, and of the long-term unem-

\
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ployed. For each of these groups, the ordinary working of the
market may fail to achieve appropriate employment.

Moreover, in each case the individual may benefit from addition-
al formal training or on-the-job training that might only be possi-
ble with Government assistance.

The President will soon submit to Congress his Employment Act
of 1983. This and other legislation will strengthen and expand the
opportunities for training and on-the-job experience. It will also
make it easier for the long-term unemployed to return to work.

Among the specific proposals are: The provision of $240 million
in the training and job search assistance of the structurally unem-
ployed; a granting of permission to States to use the unemployment
insurance tax to finance retraining and job search assistance; a
Iower minimum wage for youths in summer months to make it pos-
sible for firms to hire and train many of those who are now pre-
cluded from-such opportunities; an extension of Federal supple-
mental compensation to support the long-term unemployed; and a
new feature of the Federal supplemental compensation that would
permit eligible individuals to convert their weekly benefit into a
voucher that would help them find and keep employment.

These new programs supplement the Job Training Partnership
Act which was enacted last year and provides $1.9 billion to pro-
vide training for r and young people and over $1.2 billion to
help youth through the Job Corps and summer youth employment
programs.

In addition, the targeted jobs tax credit and the special targeted
'obls ftalx credit for summer youth employment are also potentially

elpful.

I mentioned at the beginning of my testimony the substantial dif-
ference between the European and American experience with em-
ployment and unemployment over the past decade. In the U.S. labor
force participation grew and employment is now more than 20
percent higher than a decade ago.

Among the 10 countries of the European Economic Community,
total employment is actually lower than a decade ago. The unem-

loyment rate in the United States rose from 5.6 percent in 1972 to

.7 percent last year. But in comparison, the unemployment in-
crease in Europe was much greater, from 2.7 percent in 1972 to
almost four times as much, 9.4 percent, in last year.

Although there are no doubt many reasons for the substantially
different employment experiences of the United States and Europe,
economic researchers who have studied this question emphasize the
greater flexibility of real wages in the United States. It is widely
recognized that the sharp increases in the prices of oil and other
raw materials in 1973 and in 1979 reduced the real incomes of the
United States and of other oil-importing nations and raised the
real incomes of the oil-exporting nations.

Moreover, within nations there was a transfer of income to
owners of oil from all other groups in the economy. This inevitable
reduction in the real incomes of those who do not own oil meant
that businesses would earn lower profits and that employees would
earn lower real wages.

This is just what we have seen in the United States the past
decade. The profitability of the nonfinancial corporate sector in the
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past decade has been lower than in the two preceding decades,
even when adjustment is made for differences in business cycle
conditions. Real wages in our country have also grown much more
slowly in the last decade than they did in the preceding 20 years.

This downward adjustment in real wages relative to what they
might have otherwise been permitted emplorment to expand sub-
stantially and prevented a substantial secular rise in unemploy-
ment.

In contrast, real wages in Europe did not adjust adequately to
the higher prices of energy and other raw material imports. With
real wages too high, firms could not afford to hire enough employ-
ees to keep the unemployment rate from rising year after year.

Moreover, the unwarrantedly high real wages have depressed
profits and thereby discouraged investment in new plant and
equipment. :

ile this explanation oversimplifies the situation and ignores
the important growth of employment that has occurred in Europe
in some industries, I believe that it correctly portrays the prime
reason for Europe’s sustained employment problem.

There is, of course, a similarity between general European expe-
rience and the employment problems in some American industries.
This common experience confirms that when real wages are too
high, employment and output will inevitably decline.

In those industries where high real wages are not matched by
comparable productivity, we, in this country, will continue to see
declining employment and the suffering of dislocated workers. For-
tunately, however, the problem of excessively high real wages is
not widespread in the American economy. WZ can be grateful for
the vitality and flexibility of the American labor market that has
over the years responded so well to substantial changes in supply
and demand.

As the economic recovery progresses, our economy will &l)'ovide
millions of additional jobs. It is important now that the Govern-
ment direct its attention to the most critical problems of the struc-
turally unemployed and avoid doing anything that might reduce
the prospects for a sustained recovery. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Dr. Feldstein.

Last month the unemployment rate declined to 10.4 percent,
which was the rate that you had forecast for the last quarter of
this year. Are we going to see further declines, or are gou sticking
with your original forecast? Will you lower the forecast? ]

Mr. FELDSTEIN. We have not changed the forecast, but obviously,
the employment news we saw in January was very welcome. If
that unemployment rate decline is real, then [ would expect to see
a lower unemployment rate by the end of the year.

One of the disturbing things about the unemployment rate de-
cline, as no doubt you know, is that it was matched by a decline in
the labor force, so that the decline in all unemployment was a
result of feweg(reople looking for work rather than more people ac-
tually employed.

Well, that just does not make sense to me. I do not believe those
statistics are giving an accurate picture. | believe they are giving
seasonal adjustment problems. I believe 4 more accurate picture
would be a survey of the establishments done at the same time to
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show that employment did increase by 340,000 between December
and January.

Again, I caution against putting weight on the precise number,
because most of the increase was in construction and retail sales,
and those are the two industries we would expect seasonal adjust-
ments in at this time. So I would like to see how the February and
March numbers come in before I think much harder about our out-
look for employment at the end of the lﬁ'ear.

The CHAIKMAN. You indicated you had some good news. Is that
in your statement?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I said it very quickly in my statement. I do think
there has been a lot of economic good news, especially in the last
few weeks. As you know, we have been seeing leading indicators
rising for almost a whole year. We have not seen any indications of
actual increases in current economic activities, just promises of
things that might happen in the future. Now in the last month, we
have seen an increase in employment, we have seen an increase in
average hours, we have seen an increase in the number of the in-
dustrial production- number, and now we have seen a surge in
housing starts. If all that keeps up, I believe we will be well
launched into an economic recover?r.

The CHAIRMAN. I also notice—although it does not have strictly
to do with the employment picture—but you make some statement
on indexing, about the importance of retaining indexing in the
code. I share that view. I do not agree with those who opposed it
and now want to repeal it, but I cannot recall precisely what you
said. It was fairly significant.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I do believe that keeping indexing is very impor-
tant. I am very pleased that you have that view. I know the Presi-
dent is very pleased. I believe that indexing is critical not only for
the fairness of our tax system, but also what it means for the cur-
rent economic recovery. .

I believe that if Congress were to repeal the income tax indexing
feature that is now scheduled to start in 1985, if we had deindexing
of the tax laws at this point, I believe that would be taken as a
signal that we will be moving back to higher rates of inflation.

Indexing really matters most when there is a substantial amount
of inflation. The extra revenue that would come from deindexing is
relatively small at existing and projected rates of inflation. But
eliminating indexing, moving to a much higher rate of inflation,
would of course produce a lot of revenue.

I believe that the immediate impact of eliminating indexing
would be higher interest rates and a weakened recovery because of -
increased fear of inflation.

The CHAIRMAN. On another related matter, there is a lot of con-
cern about high interest rates. Some have suggested that perhaps
the banks are keeping the interest rates up. They have expressed a
great concern about the provision for withholding on interest. It
amounts to about 50 cents or less than 50 cents per $1,000 of inter-
est. The banks are all worked into a frenzy over that.

Is there any evidence that the banks have been profiting from
excessive interest rates? They profit in a lot of other areas. Many
of them do not pay taxes. But what about that? Do you think the
banks are keeping interest rates up?
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Mr. FELpsTEIN. I think that, in effect, the banking system is a
very competitive system. I think that most of the loans being made
by the banks are being made at market rates over which they have
very little influence. The commercial paper rate, the Treasury bill
rates, are set in national and indeed international markets. I have
been told about 90 percent of all of the money being loaned out by
banks is not being loaned out at the prime rate or higher but is
being loaned out at the competitive market rates where the banks
just have to meet the competition from commercial paper rates
that the large borrowers could otherwise get.

So I really do not think that there is much in the notion that the
banks, because they would like to make higher profits, offset the

tential losses on previous loans and have somehow been able to
jack up their interest rates. That is not to say they would not like
to

The CHAIRMAN. I understand that. But I want to pursue this for
just 1 minute. They are—as I have indicated—they are very con-
cerned about their depositors, and have issued some very mislead-
ing advertising—in fact, outright false advertising which says your
savings disappear.

If they are so concerned about that, why is that %’\?1111 cannot have
a rgﬁvgoxgxoney market fund with less than $2,500? y not have it
at !

By keeping a high limit, you force peOf)le to keep money in their
passbook savings account, which pays only 5 percent. If Congress or
the administration would change the $2,500 to $500, then these
g«le%%lg they are so concerned about—could make $25 interest on

It seems to me we have only recently discovered the great con-
cern banks have expressed about their depositors and their willing-
ness to help their depositors to make every cent they can. I would
hope the administration would take a look at lowering this $2,500
amount for smaller depositors. Lower it to $100. Then instead- of
making passbook interest at 5.5 percent—what is the going rate,
about 9 vercent? )

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. A little less than that, but certainly more than 5
percent. )

The CHAIRMAN. I think the banks could make a great contribu-
tion and their recent public spirit would be vindicated. Do you
think that is a possibility?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. It is certainly something we should look into. I
believe looking into the direction of freeing up the markets in this
way is a good thing, although the fact that banks were allowed to
do it, allowed to come down to $100 does not mean they would be
willing to pay these same interest rates on small accounts, which
have more administrative costs.

Even if Congress were to change the rule and bring it down to no
minimums, the banks might individually impose certain minimum
on accounts.-

The CHAIRMAN. We will be looking into many of these areas
st‘.artin§1 on March 11 in a hearing on financial institutions and
taxes they do and do not pay. We would be pleased to have you
appear for that hearing, too.

nator Durenberger.
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Senator DURENBERGER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I just want to thank you for being here and thank you for bring-
ing us a degree of optimism and also a commitment to a couple of
things the chairman feels strongly about, and shared by a lot of us
on this committee. -

I have not been around here that long, but I sort of got the im-
pression in the 4-plus years I have been here the purpose is for
every Senator to keep every bank and every savings and loan in
this country open at the expense of depositors. But when you turn
it around, on the other side, it looks like the depositors are largely
being used to protect the banks from the Government.

I have a mailroom across the street over here that has now about
150,000 of these coupons sitting in it, and 10 or 12 employees just
going crazy trying to be responsive to a constituency. But that is
SO}I:}fthing that I suppose in one sense you try to get used to after a
while.

It is a problem for a lot of people because we have very quickly
seemed to have gotten used to the idea of savings in this country.
That is a fairly recent phenomenon that has somehow esca us.

When I got here, the savings rate was like 4 percent or 4.4 per-
cent. In the last 2 years, it seems like we have performed some
miracle in terms of not only changing the tax incentives but actu-
allf' the real rate of interest income in this country.

am curious as it relates to the chairman’s question of you rela-
tive to profiteering. He did not use that word, and I do not intend
to use it either. But I have two questions. First, what is the real
market rate of inteiest today to the lending institutions in the
country? Second, by accelerating the returns on savings, various
forms of savings in this country, have we not to some degree insti-
tutionalized a relatively high rate on the cost of money loaned out?

I am not saying this as well as you might, but I hope you under-
stand the question I am asking you.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Let me start with the first question about what
the real cost of funds is to the banks. Do you mean real in the
sense of inflation, or are you asking a different question?

Senator DURENBERGER. No, I am asking—get the inflation factor
out of it—I am talking of the real cost of the money that they have
to put on the market by lending. -

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Probably the best way to think about the cost of
funds to the bank is to talk about the amount that they pay in CD
rates. They are paying about 8.5 percent for that money at this
time.

The CHAIRMAN. What are they charging for it?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. What they are charging for it depends on the
particular bank.

The CHAIRMAN. On ‘averaiz?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. For their best customers there is a very small dif-
ference between what they are paying and what they are charging.
We tend to focus a lot of attention in this country on the prime -
rate at 11 percent. But as I said a couple of minutes ago, about 90
ggrcent of all the money they are putting out they are putting out

low prime.

If a large corporation comes to them, they can in effect say,
either you match what I can get in the open market—commercial
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papel:' now is running at about 8.5 percent—or I will go to the open
market.

‘Senator DURENBERGER. I suppose perhaps I am curious to know,
we are hanging onto all these little institutions under the theory
that unless you have got these banks in your town, you cannot
borrow money from them because the big banks will not lend you
money.

But let us use the example of the little guy who has a couple of
thousand dollars in his savings account who is sending in these
coupons, saying that I am ripping him off. If he goes in to borrow
money right now, No. 1, to buy a home, and No. 2, to buy an
automobile—leave aside what we see on television—but just go into
the regular bank to get an automobile loan or some other kind of
an installment loan, what is the average that those little people
are being ripped off with?

Mr. FeLDpSTEIN. There are a variety of different rates. But looking
at the new-home mortgage rates, the most recent figure I have
shows about 13.5 percent as the rate for a conventional mortgage.

Auto loans have recently been subsidized by the oil companies.
Even the oil loan is coming out of the banks. So I think 11.9 is a
common goin% rate. That involved a buydown of interest by the oil
companies below what the banks charge, so that the automobile
companies are putting up about $400 a car, and extra cash for the
banks bring down the interest rates that they charge to a potential
car buyer on a 4-year loan.

Senator DURENBERGER. Let us move to the next case of the poor

1)(() &)rho needs a buck, so he offers his furniture as security to get

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I do not know what kind of interest rates he
would pay. I would suspect very favorable ones.

Senator DURENBERGER. Getting to the other side of the employ-
ment issue, I take it the President’s economic recovery program, or
this act that is coming is, in part, short range and in large part
long-range thinking. I guess I would- like your response to this
problem, that is the cost of employing people in America and
where you think you see that going versus the kind of strategies
that are in this act.

It strikes me that we will be sitting here this year affecting the
FICA costs. Obviously, we will raise the cost of social security. The
cost of pensions is going up. The cost of health care is going up at a
rate that you understand very well.

Workers compensation in a variety of places in this country is
almost out of hand. So that there is a substantial growing cost in
employing people in this country. -

e seem to be offsetting against that things like targeted jobs
tax credit, special targeted jobs tax credits, now FSC vouchers. In
other words, I wonder if we really know what we are doin%r in
terms of trying to use the Government or the Tax Code to offset
costs of employment that we also have the ability to restrain in
some way through a better unemployment program, a better social
security program, coming to grips with pensions, workers comp, et
cetera. :

Mr. FELDSTEIN. That is a very broad and a very difficult question.
Let me give you the good news first. The g news is that unit
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labor costs are coming down, and there are substantial improve-
ments in productivity. That really does represent a substantial
change from where we have seen in the past.

Oueté)ut per man-hour was declining in 1979 and 1980. And it
turned up in 1980 and even in 1982 despite a substantial decline in
outgut. In 1982, we saw output per hour rising sharply. In the last
half of the year it rose by more than 3.5 percent in real productiv-
ity gains.

That, together with the moderating of wages, has reduced unit
labor costs very substantially. In 1980, unit labor costs were rising
at more than 11 percent. Then they came down to about a little
less than 8 percent in 1981 and less than 7 percent in 1982. N

So we are making substantial improvements. That will have its
effect quite clearly on both real wages that we can pay and on in-
flation. As I said, comparing our experience with the European ex-
perience, the fact that real wages have been more flexible here has
permitted us to have growing employment. I think that is a very
positive thing about our economy.

The larger issue You raise about the way in which Government
programs continually increase labor costs 1s indeed a very serious
?ro lem. One of the problems that the Europeans talk about is the
act that they are often paying total payroll taxes which are on the
order of 30 to 50 percent of their wage costs. It makes fcr_not only
very high wage costs but much less flexibility in total wiges in re-
Sﬁonse to changes in the compensation that actually geis paid to
the workers.

So I think it is very important that we be very careiul not to
load up the total costs of the payroll.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Baucus.

Senator Baucus. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Feldstein, I first want to congratulate you for a job
well done. In doing a good job, I think you have brought a lot of
credibility to economic forecasting that, in my opinion, the admin-
istration didn’t have in the last year or two. I personally want to
thank you for what you have done.

Mr. FeLpsteIN. Thank you very much.

Senator Baucus. You made a statement in your prepared state-
ment that cau%ht my eye. It is on page 2, where you said that the
inflation threshold is now about 6 to 7 percent. I am wondering, by
the term “inflation threshold” do you mean the old [ull employ-
ment rate that we used to talk about in the last few years, or is
that a new term?

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. I have tried to stop talking about full employ-
ment, where you get in all kinds of verbal disputes. You mifht say
full employment is where everybody is employed. Threshold, as I
have defined it here, was the level of unemployment below which
you cannot go in a sustained way. You cannot keep the unemploy-
ment rate below that——

Senator Baucus. Is that pushing——

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Pushing high empioyment.

Senator Baucus. Why is that figure now higher than what it
used to be? As I recall, it used to be around 4 or 5 percent.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. There was certainly a period in which it was sig-

nificantly lower than it is now, although there was a lot of wishful

-
-
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thinking for a number of years. But it has drifted up over time, for
several reasons.

Senator Baucus. Why is that?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Demographics change substantially. We have sub-
stantially more inexperienced workers in the labor force now,
people with less than 2 or 3 years of experience, than we did two or
three decades ago. It reflects both more young people and more
women as a percentage of the labor force.

What we know from extensive statistical analysis is that the
probability of being unemployed is higher during your first few
years back in the labor force than it is after you have been a part
of the labor force for a longer period of time.

S;enatm: Baucus. Is that just due to the volatility in the econo-
my?

Mr. FeLpsTeIN. No; it is just that if somebody comes into the
labor force, a young gerson finding his first job, the odds are it is
not goinf to be a job he keeps for a decade. If the employee decides
}heg}rl will part company, it is just because it is not really a good job

or him.

It is perfectly healthy and normal. He will leave and take a
matter of weeks and find another job, and after that has happened
a few times, he may find a job where the work suits him and he
suits the employer and he stays for a much longer period of time.

So the fact that we have a larger number of entrants or reen-
trants just keeps up the statistical measure of unemployment. I
think some of the changes in unemployment insurance led to
higher measured rates of unemployment. Some of the registration
requirements and some of our cash transfer programs have caused
higher rates.

nator BaAucus. Whatever the reasons are, I frankly find it a
little bit disturbing that the so-called full employment level is ap-
parently rising. The fact of the matter is that of those ple not
working, I would assume that most of those people would prefer to
have a job.

I hope that we are not en%aging here in some definitional seman-
tics in order just to make it look better.

Mr. FeLbsTEIN. I don’t believe so. I think if you look in more
detail about who these people are, when the unemployment rate is
at the level of about 6%2 percent, the majority would be under 25.
These would be people having difficulty establishing themselves in
the labor market. -

Senator BAucus. Another question. You probably recall—at least
I noticed in your statement you did not comipare the U.S. unem-
ployment rates with those of Japan in 1970. I am sure you will
recall that Japan’s unemployment rate was a whopping 1.2 per-
cent, whereas the United States, at the same time, was 4.9 percent
in 1970. In 1982, at least in the second quarter of 1982, Japan rose
to 2.4 percent, when we had a 9.5-percent unemployment rate.

In addition, as you know, our trade imbalance with Japan is
about $18 billion. There are some estimates that it could go as high
as $25 or $30 billion next year. Are we in effect transferring unem-
ployment from Japan to the United States?



38

Mr. FELDSTEIN. No. ) )

Senator BAucus. Are trade policies in effect doing that?

Mr. FeELDSTEIN. No; I believe you have to see Japan in a some-
what broader context to see the impact of the Japanese trade, but
in saying that—and I will explain what I mean in a moment-—I do
not want to deny that there is a lot to be learned from the Japa-
nese about labor-management relations, about employment, about
productivity. -

Japan does not have a substantial trade surplus. It has had over
the years a balance of exports and imports. If you look at their
trade with us, you see a substantial trade surplus for Japan. When
you add in their trade for the rest of the world, they come out
about on balance.

Japan has to import all of its energy, it has to import substantial
. amounts of food and other raw materials, and obviously it has to
pa%for that. It pays for it by manufacturing exports.

e in one sense benefit from that. Many of the consumer prod-
ucts and equipment that we buy from Japan are a benefit to our
economy.

Senator Baucus. The fact of the matter is that their unemploy-
ment rate is much lower than ours here in the United States, and
certainly they enjoy a tremendous trade surplus from their point of
view.

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. Not from the world as a whole; with us but not
with the world as a whole. -

Senator Baucus. Regardless, they are doing a lot better. There
are more people working in Japan than there are in the United
States. As I understand it, Japan had a world trade surplus of $8.9
billion in 1981. In the prior year, 1980, it was a $10 billion deficit. I
will just go through this very generally.

Surplus—the figures I have before me in Japan and worldwide
show a 2.4-percent surplus in 1976-77, in Japan a 9.9 surplus, in
1978, $18 billion surplus. There were deficits in the next 2 years
but back up to $8.7 billion surplus for 1981, the last year for which
we have statistics, as near as I can tell.

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. I do not really have the statistics here directly at
hand that I can quote to you.

Senator Baucus. This is from the Department of Commerce, in--
ternational economic indicators, September 1982. Anyway, I just
hope that our economic policy changes, not only vis-a-vis Japan but
generally. I see my time is up. One final point, lest you have the
impression that this committee is unanimously in favor of retain-
ing the 10-percent withholding on interest and dividends, I want
you to know that Senator Boren and I have cosponsored a bill to
repeal it, so if the Senators were here to vote it would be 2 to 2

he CHAIRMAN. They didn't support it in the first place, so that
wouldn’t be any loss or a change in anybody’s position. The banks
have two votes and the people have two votes. [Laughter]

Senator BAucus. Not according to the people I talk to in my
State, I will tell you.

The CHAIRMAN. You are talking to the bankers.
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Senator Baucus. I am talking to the people.

The CHAIRMAN. The greed factor.

Senator Boren.

Senator BoreN. Mr. Chairman, I will resist the temptation to
engage in the withholding debate this morning and get back to the
subject at hand. Dr. Feldstein, many people I talk with are ex-
tremely concerned about what might happen to interest rates over
the next few months. The statement I hear most often is that there
are signs that we may be beginning to have a recovery. Are inter-
est rates going to come back up and choke up the recovery and
dash us down into an even deeper trough?

I believe this not only relates to the rate of interest, the great
concern about that, the homebuilders, and you cited the increase in
housing starts in the country. That is a wonderful sign. I have just
talked to the leaders in the industry this week. They tell me they
feel that really we need a 1 or 2 point additional decline in the in-
terest rate to really m:.intain the earlier estimates.

A number of these starts are speculative starts, and too, if we
have an increase in interest rates again or even any sign of it, that
it would very, very quickly choke off the rate of new housing starts
and bring those figures right back down again.

It is not onlgothe rate of interest that is causing fear, but it is the
uncertainty about where interest rates are going to go. People who
are thinking about making an investment, they come up to me
after a speech and they say, where do you think the interest rates
are going to be in May, where will they be in September? It is obvi-
ous what is on their mind. It is holding them back from taking
some of the actions we would like to see them take ‘o help get the
economy begin to move.

Mr. Volcker in statements before another congressional commit-
tee this week seemed to be saying that he really feels that there
are no further actions that he can take or that he does not intend
to take any further actions to attempt to hold interest rates down
or to publicly assure the country with an open statement that he
intends to use the power of the Fed to assure that interest rates
are held down to the current level or forced lower or that he will
use his position to keep the interest rates stable.

Do you agree with Mr. Volcker that there is nothing else the Fed
can S’io? Do you support the direction of monetary policy in the last
year?

Mr. FeLDSTEIN. Let me start by saying I believe the principal
reason that interest rates, especially long-term real rates, are so
high is the budget deficit. The thing that can do the most to bring
down the long-term interest rates is to shrink the size of the budget
deficit. That will affect not only the potential competition by the
Government for private funds but will change inflation expecta-
tions in financial markets in the economy in general about those
out years that keep long-term interest rates high. :

As far as the Fed goes, I believe the Fed has been doing a good
job. I think that the policies that the Fed has announced for 1983
are commendable and appropriate policies. I think it is a very diffi-
cult time for monetary policy because of the financial deregulation
that was enacted last year. It makes it very hard to read the mone-
tary aggregates and guide monetary policy.
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I believe any attempt by the Fed to draw down rates, which
would really mean trying to drive down short-term interest rates,
would be very counterproductive in terms of the long-term mort-
gage rates, and I am afraid the bond rate would be driven up by
that, so I support the general statements Chairman Volcker made.

Senator BorReN. Let me ask the following questions, then. You
use the term—1I hope i)]'ou will forgive me for saying I think it was
an understatement—that a $208 million deficit is sufficient stimu-
lus. I would certainly agree with you that it is more than sufficient
and, in fact, shocking.

Do you really believe that we can run a deficit in the neighbor-
hood of $208 billion this year, begin to sustain a private economic
recovery, with it the private demand for credit, and not see any ap-
preciable increase in interest rates over the next 12-month period?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. We might see short rates go up. Short rates have
gone up in, I think, five of the last seven economic recoveries. The
average increase in the Treasury bill rate during the first year of a
recovery has been somewhat greater than 1 percent. Financial
markets are currently betting on a rise in short-term rates in the
coming years. You see it in the futures rates, you see it in the yield
curve. :

I think we might well see a small rise in short-term rates. I do
not think that that will be what I would like, but on the other
hand I do not believe it would stop the economy from having a re-
covery, just as it hasn’t stopped past economic recoveries.

Senator BoreN. At what point would you say we should red-flag?
Is there a 2 or 3 point percent rise in interest rates that we should
raise the red flag? Obviously, at some point it could choke off the
recovery.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. The interest rates are rising because there is a
fear of a surge in inflation. That has very different meaning than if
interest rates are rising because there is a strong increase in real
interest rates without that inflationary surge.

Senator BoreN. Whatever the background reason, isn’t there a
certain point at which we simply have far exceeded that point
during the last surge of interest rates in which small businesses,
industries, certainly the agricultural sector and many others
cannot make a sufficient return to pay that, whether that is 10 per-
cent, 12 percent, 14 percent?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Senator, you cannot have a blanket rule about in-
terest rates without knowing the reason why those rates have gone
up and what else is happening in the economy at the time.

Senator BoreN. Let's suppose the interest rates did start goin
up. Does the administration have any kind of standby plan to dea
with that situation? What action should we take? I believe that is
the greatest fear out there. It is the greatest fear I find in the busi-
ness community, it is the greatest fear from the average person on
the street, just as we Lbegin to get the thing rolling again, the inter-
est rates are going to choke off a§ain.

Do we have some kind of standby? What could we do if we found
ourselves in that situation? .

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I believe the critical thing to do, the only thing
that will really move the markets in a major way, would be an in-
dication of determination to bring down the budget deficit. Not in
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1983. Financial markets understand there is not much that can be
done in the current year or even necessarily in the next year. It is
this persistence of cf;ficits for a very long period of time that is
such a cloud over financial markets in the economy.

Senator BoreN. Dr. Feldstein, let me ask this last question. I ask
this not for the point of debate but because I am very serious about
it. I just had a very interesting series of public meetings, primarily
focusing on social security. In these public meetings I heard, of
course, from all of the groups that were opposed to postponing any
COLA'’s, any kind of reduction in benefits of any kind.

It was very interesting. At the end of the meeting I asked a ques-
tion of the audience. The audiences ranged anywhere from 200 to
600 people each in 18 different communities, and I got the same
result in each community.

I said, wait a minute. I have heard you say you don’t want the
COLA postponed, you don’t want this done, you don’t want this
benefit restrained. If we restrained everybody, if we said no
COLA'’s for anybody, no salary increases for anyone in the Govern-
_ ment, including Members of Congress, if we said, moderate the de-
fense increase, and if we said, we are going to ask you for $249 a
month, no increase in your pension, and we won’t, at the same
time, go borrow $25 billion to give somebody $100,000 a year or
$400,000 tax reduction—now, several of you said you didn’t want a
COLA cut and so on.

I said, if we did that—they nearly all said they were against
holding back on the COLA—I said, how many of you would agree
with it? Every hand in the audience went up.

Now, the question I would ask you is: Do you seriously believe
that, given the political makeup of the country, the perception of
fairness on the part of the people in this country, do you really be-
lieve that we can get the kind of reduction and restraint in social
spending that I think both you and I would agree, and certainly my
voting record would indicate I am prepared to vote for those re-
straints in social spending?

Do you really think we can have any kind of restraint on social
and domestic spending without to some degree either postponing
the tax cut for a period of time, either 6 months or 1 year, or re-
straining the defense increases as well? Do you really think we can
gain that kind of political consensus?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. You probably are a better judge of whether you
can have a political consensus to do that than I will ever be. On
the economics of whether it would be appropriate, about whether
we could postpone the tax cut, I am just afraid that 1983 is still
going to be a year of such fragile economic recovery that withdraw-
ing that additional stimulus from economic demand, cutting back
on the consumer’s ability to spend runs a serious risk of slowing
dowEs the recovery or perhaps of killing the recovery dead in its
tracks.

I believe that is too serious a risk to take at this time. I believe
postponing it would have very little favorable effect on the deficit.
Canceling it might have a favorable effect on the deficit, but it
would then run a serious risk of undermining the recovery.

Senator BoreN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Feldstein, I didn’t mean to draw you into the
deb?te on withholding. Well, maybe I did mean to do that. {Laugh-
ter. ‘

Just to make the point, though. We shouldn’t start unraveling
last year’s tax reform bill. I don’t think most ple want to give
up the tax cut gust to help the greedy banks who don’t want to in-
stitute withholding. In effect, that is what we would be doing. If we
are going to lose $20 billion to $25 billion between now and 1988
because we don’t collect money from people who don’t pay their
taxes, then people who pay their taxes will have to make up the
difference.

That is what the debate is all about, it seems to me. I don’t have
anybody in my State who wants to pay more taxes because some
perIe don’t want to pay anK taxes.

r. FELDSTEIN. As you know, the administration is currently
behind that.

The CHAmrMAN. Fine. I would hope the banks would understand
that in their efforts to stimulate a lot of mail-—thei have got $1
million campaign going on—instead of trying to make the system
work, they are trying to kill the system. As I indicated when I
spoke to the American Banking Association yesterday, I want to
make it clear that not all bankers agree with those who are carry-
ing on the lobbying campaign.

Many responsible bankers understand that people should pay
their taxes. They know that this form W-6 can be filled out. It is
called complicated redtape in all their ads. All it asks for is your
name, your address, the State you are from, and you make one
check mark and sign your name and put in your social security
number.

Now, if that is complicated redtape to be exempt from that with-
holding tax, then I have been misled, because there are not a lot of
complicated things to fill out.

But I believe Senator Boren indirectly raised the point. If we
start unraveling the tax reform bills, then we are going to have to
have some give in other areas. We will have to take away the tax
cut for working people so that the bankers will be happy. To me,
that is not a very good tradeoff. Bankers are generalﬁ)y already
happy. They don’t pay much tax. Some banks don’t pay any tax.
We are going to see why that is true.

You also mentioned in your statement the fact that the Keynes-
ian theories wouldn’t work, but what about in, say, revenue-shar-
ing, making the first revenue sharing payment due in 1984—make
it in fiscal 1983. That would be about $1.1 billion. Does that fit your
description? _

Mr. FELDSTEIN. This would be additional money? This wouldn’t
be a shift?

The CHAIRMAN. It would be a shift to get it into this year when
the economy is at a low ebb.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. What would happen? Would it be lower?

The CHAIRMAN. It would be lower.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. | believe the general position of the administra-
tion in thinking about the current jobs program is to emphasize
the shifting of funds from 1984 and 1985 into 1983, but doing it in a
way that it does not add to the cumulative spending over, say, that
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3-year period. So something that was an additional $1 billion in
1983 would have to be offset by $1 billion less in 1984.

The CHAIRMAN. There are some who would say, all right, we will
offset it. Others say we would add it.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I believe that is a fundamental difference. If we
just add it, then we will be convincing financial markets that we
are back on a spending spree, and I believe that could be so coun-
terproductive in terms of the economic recovery. Whatever the $1
billion could do to stimulate the demand, it could easily be offset
with a small change in interest rates if the process of expanding
the deficit by $1 billion were to make the financial community and
the business community despair more about Congress ability to get
control of the deficit.

The CHAIRMAN. I know there have been some negotiations going
on. Maybe this isn’t fair to ask, but has some agreement been
reached between the Democratic leadership and the White House
and the Republican leadership on a jobs bill?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. As far as I know, the negotiations are still going
on.
The CHAIRMAN. Both the Senate and the House?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Both the Senate and the House.

The CHAIRMAN. If in fact that agreement is reached, it will not
be a make-work type job, it will be accelerating programs?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. Exactly. Exactly. The focus would be on programs
that—activities, construction, and maintenance activities we had
already planned to do in 1984 and 1985 that are at a stage where
we can move them forward and get them done within the current
year. It would in addition be some funding for some purely hu-
manitarian——

The CHAIRMAN. I believe there is a nutrition component.

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. Yes; and a component dealing with short-term
housing. But the bulk of the funds are for, as I said in my state-
ment, doing things more efficiently from a national point of view,
doing them while the people are unemployed but doing the things
that would otherwise be done anyway.

The CHAIRMAN. 1 asked this of Secretary Donovan. Is there any
administration effort under way to ease the suffering of those who
are losing their health coverage because they have been out of
work for a period of time and also many—I am not sure what the
Federal responsibility is, but we are having a rash of foreclosures
in many areas of high unemployment.

It is true in some farm areas, as Senator Boren knows, on farm
foreclosures. Now, maybe it has been decided that there is no Fed-
eral responsibility, but if there is a concern, I wonder if there is
any study or consideration under way by the administration.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. There is certainly no decision at this point to do
anything in either of these areas. In the area of health benefits for
the unemployed, I recognize that is a very serious problem. I would
worry about any program that might encourage the unemployed to,
in egect, have access to a medicaid or a medicare-type benefit, a
publicly funded benefit that would give them substantial incentive
tﬁ take health care at that time, to take additional health care at
that time. b
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I think it is therefofe a very complicated problem of designing
such an option and deciding how it should be integrated with pri-
vate health insurance.

The CHAIRMAN. I won't go into it now, but there is apparently a
plan in Pennsylvania under consideration where they would deduct
a premium from the unemployment check. It is voluntary, it is not
mandatory. There are a number of Members of Congress and
others who have asked us to focus on that.

I met with a number of Governors who brought that up. Some
recognize that they have a responsibility to us. Not all is a Federal
Government responsibility.

I very much appreciate your testimony.

Senator Boren, did you have anything else?

Senator BoreN. I just again wanted to make one last plea. I hope
the administration will seriously consider the realities of trying to
get spending restraint. I am told that the House Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Unemployment Compensation, this week has al-
ready taken action that would add about $1 billion to the Presi-
dent's original proposal by putting another 10 weeks on in addition
to just extending the program.

I frankly see all sorts of signs that we are back on a spending
spree again and we are not heeding the need to get this deficit
down. I really do not see in motion the dynamics necessary to get
Congress on a track to reduce social and domestic spending or re-
straint on that spending unless we set a broader framework, unless
there is some kind of tradeoff reached between two sides philo-
sophically of a point to get this done.

Again, I would just urge that we look at reality. You have talked
about even adding $1 billion in response to the chairman’s com-
ments, even adding $1 billion on here and there. Every time $1 bil-
lion is added, it is a danger. It sends the wrong signals and adds a
whole pressure to long interest rates and puts sort of another nail
in the coffin as far as psychology is concerned, that we are not
really serious about getting this thing under control.

So I would just really urge you to think about that.

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I agree with you. I believe it would be disastrous
if we don’t get these long-term deficits under control. I believe the
failure to control the deficits in the second half of this decade will
prevent us from having a healthy recovery and for our moving into
a solid expansion, but in terms of balance, I think the administra-
tion’s budget is a balanced one.

Many people say it is all on the spending side, why aren’t you
prepared to address the revenue side? I believe that debate comes
from focusing on the 1983 tax cut and on indexing. I have ex-
Eressed myself on indexing and why I think it is important, and I

ave expressed myself to you on the 1983 tax cut and why that is
important. ; i .

If you look at future years, you will see there is a substantial
revenue increase in the administration’s budget as part of reducing
the deficit. Let me call your attention to 1988, the final year of our
forecast, and the fact that in 1988 the reduction in the deficit be-
tween the current baseline budget of a 6.1-percent deficit and the -
administration’s proposed deficit of 2.4 percent of GNP, that that
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gap, that reduction in the deficit is made up essentially equally of
reductions in outlays and increases in revenue.

Indeed, if you exclude the savings on interest on the Government
debt, the reduction in outlays is actually smaller than the increase
in taxes. The increase in taxes in 1988 between the baseline budget
and the administration’s proposal is 1.7 percent of GNP, about $85
billion in 1988. The corresponding reduction in outlays is about 1.4
percent, or about $55 billion.

There is no question that this is a balanced package.

Senator BoregN. I realize that argument can be made, but again,
just let me appeal. If we start down this road and we are not able
to get a Package adopted that has sufficient spending restraint in
it, I would very much hope, because I think if the President were
to come forward and yield $10 million or $15 million on the
amount of defense increase, cut the defense increase in half, and
were to postpone the tax cut, whether it was for 6 months or 1
year, I think that those who basically favor using the revenue ap-
proach, and I don’t happen to be one who would prefer to see us
use the revenue approach to cut the deficits—I would rather cut
the spending more—but I think those who are on that philosgphi-
cal side would be very hard pressed then to hold off making an
agreement that would encompass very sufficient and dramatic
spending restraints.

I would just hope that if this does not happen, and I hope that I
am wrong, I hope that I am completely wrong, I hope that the Con-
gress will decide to buy the spending restraint no matter what, but
if it does not happen, I just hope there will be some consideration
given to that. -

I have thought of one or two other things, and I apol&gize, Mr.
Chairman, but I have great respect for Dr. Feldstein. We talked
about the jobs we are losing. I think we all realize that many of
these jobs will never be replaced.:

In some of the same industries in which we are losing them,
there is a shift that we find now, and there are competitive areas
in terms of resources and our ability to penetrate world trade, so
that we will often be shifting people who have worked in one in-
dustry over to some completely new area.

Different areas of the economy will be growing more rapidly in
the future, and this relates to what we should be doing in our edu-
cational system in trying to track the skills in those fields. It is one
thing to say yes, there are people who are structurally unemployed
and it is a solutegoessential that we reeducate these people, that
we retrain them. we have the strategy, are we devising a strat-
egy for determining what it is that we want to train the people in?

n other words, it is one thing to say we need retrainini, ut we
better have some idea of where we anticipate the growth, where
the new jobs can be created so that we train the people with the
right skills to match up to those jobs. What progress are we
making in that regard?

Mr. FELpsTEIN. The Labor Department does an employment out-
look, a long-term employment outlook in which they try to assess
which occupations are likely to need more employees, where the
natural growth is fgoing to come, where the shortfalls are i(:li‘ng to
come. That kind of information they make available to all kinds of
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groups interested in training both at the secondary school level and
in programs like the Job Training Partnership Act.

nator BOREN. So we are trying, we are attempting to make this
kind of matchup both in the short run—but I guess there is a dif-
ference in retraining in the short run and trying to revamp our
educational system for those that are 6 or 8 years old.

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. Could I go back to your previous comment about
the need for change in the 1980’s? I believe if this administration
had come forward with a budget that says we want to reduce the
deficit and we want to do it solely by cutbacks in spending, I think
a strong case could be made for that in terms of spending, that is,
double nondefense outlays as a share of GNP over the last few dec-
ades; but that isn’t what we did.

The budget the President has presented to Congress calls for be-
tween 1984 and 1988 $234 billion of additional receipts and $249
billion of reductions in outlays other than interest rates.

Senator BoreN. Does that count the contingency tax?

Mr. FeLpsTeEIN. That includes the contingency tax.

Senator BoreN. Will it include the $5-per-barrel tax on oil?

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. It will include the $5-per-barrel plus the 5-per-
cent surcharge on personal and corporate. .

Senator BoreN. The problem is a current one. What do you say
to a woman—and I apologize for repeating this again because I
asked this yesterday or the day before, but what do you say to
someone who has $259 a month—and in Oklahoma we have 30,000
widows above the age of 72 who are solely dependent on $259 a
month social security check. How do you say to that person solely
dependent on $259 a month, “no increase for you,” but it is very
fair at the same time for us to borrow almost $30 billion to give
$2,400 a year to someone in the upper income.

I realize there might be all sorts of philosophical arguments,
some of which I might agree with, to defend that position, but-how
do you really say that .0 her and make her feel good about the sac-
rifice she is being asked to make? I think that is the nub of the
pro}l:lem. That is the real people problem we are having to deal
with. :

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I think it is very hard to tell somebody who is at
that low a level of income that you have to cut their real benefits.
But that is, alas, what the Commission came up with as a solution
to the social security problem. I believe you cannot combine that
with the tax cut. I think you have to say what was critical was that
we deal with the social security problem.

We recognize there was no political dispute over the fact that the
social security system was in terrible trouble and had to be dealt
with. Then the question was how. An across-the-board, one-time, 6-
month freeze geared to all parties was the fairest way to go.

It is not a solution that anybody likes, but it is part of a package
that seemed the most acceptable way of solving the serious pro
lems of social security, per se.

Senator BoreNn. On the matter of the oil tax—and I will finish
after this, Mr. Chairman, and I might be expected to have my own
reasons, being from Oklahoma, for not being very enthusiastic
about a standby tax on oil, but there was an interesting statement
made by the chairman of Phillips Petroleum before a congressional
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committee this week in which he said the decline in oil prices may
well be good for the country, it may well be good for the economy,
and even though it might in the short run impact his company,
negatively, that he is glad to see it happen. It was a very extraordi-
nary statement.

He made it on the basis that we have probably underestimated
the component of increased energy costs as a reason for the whole
spiral of inflation in the seventies, and perhaps we may be under-
estimating now the deflationary impact and the very beneficial
impact in terms of reduction of oil prices on the total economy,
both in the United States and internationally in the next 2 to 3
years.

I wonder if we should not be concerned about adding, then, to
the potential cost of energy with a $5 tax at a time in which it
could be a very important component of economic recovery for de-
clining oil prices. i

Mr. FELDSTEIN. You might make just about the opposite argu-
ment and say that at a time when energy prices are falling natu-
rally is probably the best time, if one does have to impose an excise
. tax, to be able to do it; that it would help us to maintain whatever
sense of conservation is currently in people’s minds rather than al-
Iow(ilng a bit of price relief to give up on the progress that has been
made.

Senator BoreN. I don’t want to be argumentative, but we are
talking about the income tax cut. You say, well, we need that addi-
tional spending power, we need that injected into the economy. On
the other hand, if we imposed a $5 tax on oil, we are ultimately
taking away the same amount of purchasing power from the
public, roughly the same amount of purchasing power.

I don’t know how it would be distributed. I would imagine it
might be even a more regressive taking away of purchasing power
if you look at gasoline and other things. How are they different?

Mr. FELDSTEIN. I would certainly oppose a tax of the sort that the
silggéinistration—l would oppose in 1983 the tax that I favor for

Senator BoOREN. I see.

Mr. FeLpsTEIN. We have to stage the economic expansion. I be-
lieve the economy will be able to absorb it at that time with the
foreknowledge that it is coming, but if we did it right away a few
months from now, it would have adverse effects on the recovery.

Senator BoreN. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Reducing Unemployment

Martin Feldstein*

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am very pleased to be here
this morning to testify about the problem of unemployment and

about the policies and developments that will reduce
unemployment in the months and years ahead.n

The Administration believes that unemployment is now the
most serious economic problem facing the United States. 1In
January the unemployment rate was 10.4 percent and there were
more than eleven million individuals who were not working and
were classified by the Labor Department as unemployed. Nearly
60 percent of the unemployed had lost their previous jobs and
were either looking for a new one or waiting for recall by
their previous employer. Nearly 2 million of the unemployed
were teenagers who were looking for their first job or
otherwise struggling with the difficult transition from school
to work. Although unemployment is always undesirable, it is
likely to be particularly painful to the long-term unemployed.
About 40 percent of the unemployed have been unemployed for

more than 14 weeks and nearly one-fourth have been unemployed

for 6 months or longer.

*Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers. Testimony before
the Senate Finance Committee. February 18, 1983,
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In thinking ;bout policies to reduce unemployment, it is
important to distinguish between cyclicsl unemployment and
stuctural unemployment. Even if the economy were not in a
recession, there would inevitably continue to be some
unemployment as individuals change jobs, as new individuals
enter thé labor force, and so on. Thére is a floor level of
unemployment bel&Q which the unemployment rate cannot be
depressed and maintained without putting excessive strains on
the labor and product markets, strains that would cause the
inflation rate to spiral higher and higher. This floor on the
unemp loyment rate, which may be called the "inflation threshold
unemployment rate," is now probably between 6 and 7 percent.

If we take the inflation threshold rate to be 6.5 percent, we
can divide the current unemployment into a 6.5 percent
"inflation threshold" or "structural" component and a 3.9
percent cyclical component. Thus about 4 million individuals
or 38 percent of the current unemployed are cyclically
unemployed. It is important to reduce both cyclical and
structural unemployment, although the methods of reducing these
two components are ve.y different.

Labor Market Success

Before looking at the policies and prospects for reducing

unemployment, it is useful to look at how the labor market has

functioned in the dozen years since 1970. Because of the -
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current high unemployment rate, it is easy to complain that the
labor market works badly and bemocan the fact that it has
recently failed to provide jobs for all of those who want

them. In fact, the experience of the past dozen years shows
quite the opposite -- that the United States labor market works
extremely well at providing jobs for a rapidly expanding work
force. Between 1970 and 1982, the number of employed persons
grew by 21 miilion. The labor force participation of females
grew from 43 percent to nearly 53 percent. The number of

employed women rose by nearly 50 percent and their unemploymen

i
rate is now actually lower than that of men. Over a long
period, the labor market has also responded well to the ‘
changing mix of education skills and has employed a rapidly
growing share of college graduates without any significant
increase in their unemployment rate.

This good performance stands in sharp contrast to the
European experience of the past decade. I recently accompanied
Vice President Bush on his trip to Europe. We wares frequently
reminded that the unemployment rate in the European Economic
Community has risen every year since 1973 and now stands at
more than three times the rate of a decade ago. Even more
disturbing, EEC employment is actually lower now than in 1970.

I will return to the reason for this difference and the
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implication for the United States toward the end of my

testimony.

Economic Recovery and Cyclical Unemployment

First, however, I want to discuss cyclical unemployment.
There is only one thing that can eliminate the cyclical
unemployment in the United States: a sustained economic
expansioﬂ. An economic recovery is by far the best jobs
program. Indeed, it is the only jobs program that really
works. i

As you know, the Dep;rtment of Labor recently ann?unced
that private employment in the United States rose by 339,000
between December and January. Imagine how much would have to
be spent on a so-called "jobs program” that was aimed at
providing that many jobs. At $15,000 per job, the government
would have to pay $5 billion to hire 339,000 individuals.
However, since not everyone who was hired in such a program
would otherwise have been unemployed and since the government
borrowing would crowd out private spending, many of the newly
created government jobs would be offset by a reduction in
private employment. Thus, creating 339,000 additional jobs
would cost far more than $5 billion.

The potential job-creating effects of a public employment
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program are simply dwarfed by the likely accomplishments of a
natural economic recovery. The Administration forcasts that
even with a moderate recovery that raises real GNP by 3.1
percent in 1983 and 4 percent in 1984, there will be 2 million
more people employed a year from now in the first quarter of
1984 and 5 million more employed by the first quarter of 1985,
By 1988, continued real economic growth at 4 percent a year can
eliminate al. cyclical unemployment. And evidence is
accumulating that indicates that the United States either is or®
soon will be in an economic recovery that can provide those
jobs. 1In addition to the recent rise in employmeént, we have
seen an increase in average working hours per week, a rise in
new orders, a turnaround in the backlog of unfilled orders, an
increase in industrial production and many other signs.

In arguing against specific job-creating government
programs, I am of course not unaware of the Keynesian theo}y
that an increase in government spending can, by increasing
total demand, lead to a higher level of output and employment
in the economy. But even the most ardent Keynesian is likely
to feel that a budget deficit of more than $200 billion in 1983
represents sufficient fiscal stimulus.

Indeed, increases in government outlays aimed at

increasing employment may be countrproductive. 1If the



increased deficits in 1983 are interpreted as an indication
that deficits will continue to §row in future years, the
current deficits may induce disproportionately large increases
in long-term intérest rates during the present year. The
result would be a greater decrease in private employment than
the initiating increase in public employment.

Although additional goverment spending on labor intensive
activities_ cannot be justified in Keynesian terms or as a
method of pure job creation, there is a simple hut important
reason why it can be desirable to speed up some government
projects that would otherwise be done in the future. To the
extent that the labor and plant capacity that would be used in
such projects would otherwise be unemployed this year, the true
cost of doing the projects now is less than it would be later
when there is less unemployment. I say "true" cost because
even if the dollar outlay is the same, the cost is less now in
the sense that the resources tha£ are used would otherwise be
nonproductive. In the technical language of economics, the
projects may be worth doing now because the "opportunity cost"
or "social cost" of the resources are lower now than later.

1f some prospective spending in future years is shifted
forward for this reason, it must be made very clear to the

financial markets and others that advancing the date of future
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out lays does not mean an increase in cumulat};e government
spending and cumulative deficits over the next several years as
a whole. The prospect of enlarged cumulative deficits and the
resulting increases in the government debt could, by suggesting
a reduced determination to control deficits in future years,
cause a rise in interest rates that would result in a reduction
in private spending ghat exceeds the increase in government
outlays. This woui&Mﬂurt the recovery and mean that the cost
of tﬁe government spending was very high indeed.

Let me now summarize what I have been saying about cycli:
cal unemployment. First, an’ ecofomic recovery and sustained
expansion is the only way.to get a substantial and lasting
reduction in cyclical unemployment. Second, programs aimed at
creating jobs by direct public hiring or Keynesian expansion of
démand afe inefficient and may be counterproductive. Third, a
rescheduling of government spending on maintainance or capital
investment from future years to 1983 may be a desirable way of
reducing the real social costs of providing government
services.

Structural Unemployment

Although the Government's rcle in countering cyclical
unemployment is best limited to the provision of monetary and
fiscal conditions that are conducive to a sustained economic

expansion, there is scope for a more active role for government
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problems of young people, of the low skilled disadvantaged
groups, and of the long-term unemployed. For each of these
groups, the ordinary working of the market may fail to achieve
appropriate employment. Moreover, in each case the individual
may benefit from additional formal training or on-the-job
training that might only be possible with Government
assistance. ’

The President will soon submit to Congress his Employment
Act of 1983. This and other legislation will strengthen and
expand the opportunities for tfaining and for on-the~-job
experience. It will also make it easier for the long-term
unemployed to return to work.

Among the specific proposals are: the provision of $240
million in the ttainiﬁg and job search assistance of the
structurally unemployed; a granting of permission to States to
use the unemployment insurance tax to finance retraining and
job search assistance; a lower minimum wage for youths in
summer months to make it possible for firms to hire and train
many of those who are now precluded from such opportunities; an
extension of Federal Supplemental Compensation to support tbe
long-term unemployed; and a new feature of the Federal
Supplemental Compensation that would permit eligible
iﬁdividuals to convert their weekly benefit into a voucher

that would help them find employment. .



56

-9-

These new programs supplement the Job Training Partnership
Act which was enacted last year and provides $1.9 billion to
provide training for poor and young people, and over $1.2
billién to help youth through the Job Corps and Summer Youth
Employment Programs. The Targeted Jobs Tax Credit and the
special Targeted Jobs Tax Credit for summer youth employment
are also potentially helpful.

European Experience

I mentioned at the beginning of my testimony the substan-
tial difference between the European and American experience.
with employment and unemployment over the past decade. 1In the
United States, labor force participation grew and employment is
now more than 20 percent higher than a decade ago. Among the
ten countries of the European Economic Community, total
employment is actually lower than a decade ago. The
unemployment rate in the United States rose from 5.6 percent
in 1972 to 9.7 percent in 1982. The unemployment increase in
Europe was much greater, from 2.7 percent in 1972 to 9.4
percent in 1982,

Although there are no doubt many reasons for the
substantially different employment experiences of the United
States and Europe, economic researchers who have studied thi§
question have emphasized the greater flexibility of real wages
in the United States. It is widely recognized that the sharp
increases in the prices of oil and other raw materials in 1973

and 1979 reduced the real incomes of the United States and

’
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other oil-importing nations and raised the real incomes of the
oil-exporting nationa. Moreover, within nations there was a
transfer of income to owners of oil from all other groups in
the economy. This inevitable reduction in the real incomes of
those who do not own oil meant that businesses would earn lower
profits and that employees would earn lower real wages. This
is just what we have seen in the United States in the past
decade. The profitabilty of the nonfinancial corporate sector
in the past decade has been lower than in the two preceding
decades, even when adjustment is made for differences in
business cycle conditions. Real wages in the United States
have also grown much more slowly in the 1$st decade than they
did in the preceding 20 years. This downward adjustment in
real wages permitted employment to expand substantially and
prevented a substantial secular rise in unemployment.

) In contrast, real wages in Europe did not adjust adequate-
ly to the higher prices of energy and other raw material
imports. With real wages too high, firms could not afford to
hire enough employees to keep the unemployment rate from rising
year after year. Moreover, the unwarrantedly high real wages
have depressed profits and thereby discouraged investment in
new plant and equipment. While this explanation oversimplifies
the situation and ignores the important growth of'employment

that has occurred in some industries, I believe that it
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correctly portrays the prime reason for Europe's sustained
employment problem.

There is, of course, a similarity between the general
European experience and the employment problems in some
American industries. This common experience confirms that when
real wages are too high, employment and output will inevitably
decline. 1In those industries where high real wages are not
matched by comparable productivity, we will continue to see
declining employment and the suffering of dislocated workers.

Fortunately, however, the problem of excessively high real
wages is not widespread in the American economy. We can be
grateful for the vitality and flexibility of the American labor
market that has over the years responded so well to substantial
changes in supply and demand. As the economic recovery
progresses, our economy will provide millions of additional
jobs. 1t is important nou that the Government direct its
attention to the most critical problems of the structurally
unemployed and avoid doing anything that might reduce the

prospects for a sustained recovery.
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Tl;:‘: CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Dr. Feldstein. We appreciate it very
much.
[Whereupon, at 12:23 p.m. the hearing was concluded.)



UNEMPLOYMENT ISSUES

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 1983

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D.C.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:00 a.m. in room
SD-215, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Robert Dole (chair-
man) presiding.

Present: Senators Dole [presiding], Chafee, Heinz and Bradley.

[The opening statement of Senator Robert Dole follows:]

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR DOLE—UNEMPLOYMENT Issues HEARING

It is a pleasure to welcome the Governor of lllinois, Jim Thompson, to the Fi-
nance Committee. Governor Thompson and I have had a number of extensive con-
versations on unemployment. I know him to be knowledgeable and thoughtful on
the issue. The Committee looks forward to his testimony and that of the other dis-
tinguished witnesses scheduled to appear this morning.

As we meet today, there is room for optimism about the future of the economy.
Yesterday, the Commerce Department reported that the index of leading economic
indicators was up a record 3.6 percent, a solid sign that the economy is headed for a
robust recovery in 1983. In addition, the index of concurrent indicators was up .6
percent—further evidence that we are already in the recovery phase. These indica-
tors reinforce the many other positive economic developments of recent weeks; the
decline in interest rates, the surge in housing, strong retail sales, an increase in fac-
tory output, and the moderating of inflation.

It is widely known that unemployment is a lagging indicator—that is, unemploy-
ment generally does not begin to decline until recovery is well underway. Therefore,
last month’s news that the unemployment rate dropped by .4 percent v'as especially
welcome. While some of the gains may have been exaggerated due to the seasonal
adjustment process, the labor market showed real improvement. In addition to the
drop in unem;lﬂoyment, the average workweek re!gistered a strong gain, and manu-
facturing employment leveled off after declining for 18 months. All of these favora-
}_)le trgrti suggest that unemployment may fall faster than the Administration has
orecast.

Yet, while there is reason for confidence for the future, the current outlook re-
mains serious. The unemployed number 11.4 million, or 10.4 percent of the work-
force. 2.2 million jobs have been lost in manufacturing alone since the onset of the
recession. In addition, the regional impact of unemployment has been uneven, hit-
ting hardest large Midwestern states, such as Illinois, Ohio, and Michigan, which
have lost manufacturing jobs.

Much has been said about fundamental structural changes in the American econ-
omy. We must recognize that unemployment will remain high in many manufactur-
ing industries even as recovery takes hold. If those manufacturing jobs indeed are
not coming back, we must devise a strategy to retrain and relocate workers so that
they can find jobs in expanding industries.

In that regard, on February 18, this Committee received testimony from the Sec-
retary of Labor and the Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers. The Admin-
istration’s unemployment initiatives were described and its economic policies and
forecasts were presented. Primarily, the witnesses concentrated on the plan to
extend the Federal Supplementary Compensation (FSC) program beyond the March
81, 1983 ‘expiration date to September 30. The Administration also proposed a
voucher or tax credit program to encourage employers to hire individuals receiving
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FSC benefits. The tax credit would be applied to the employer’s Federal or State
unemployment tax liability or against the corporate tax liability. Another Adminis-
tration initiative would allow States to use 2 percent of their State Trust Fund rev-
enues for training and relocation programs. I am confident that the Finance Com-
mittee will give all these proposals careful consideration.

Since our earlier hearing, the Ways and Means Committee has agreed to a modifi-
cation of the FSC extension which provides up to 10 additional weeks of benefits for
individuals who have or will soon exhaust their benefits under the present FSC Pro-
gram. The FSC program would expire on September 30, 1983. The Ways and Means
Committee did not include the voucher proposal or the proposal to allow States to
use up to 2 percent of State unemployment insurance tax revenues to pay for train-
ing, job search and relocation assistance. It is my expectation that today’s witnesses
will give us an evaluation of the Administration’s initiatives, as well as the actions
taken by the Ways and Means Committee.

One issue not directly addressed by the Administration is the question of State
trust fund solvency. As Governor Thompson will soon point out. The number of
States borrowing funds from the Federal government for the payment of unemploy-
ment benefits has increased at a frightening rate. Some 26 States, plus the District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, have totally exhausted their bene-
fit reserves. Federal loans of over $11 billion have been made and more borrowing is
anticipated. The outlook for the Unemployment Trust Fund is for continued deterio-
ration over the next few years.

The Omnibus Budget onciliation Act of 1981 contained a provision which re-
quires for the first time, the payment of interest (up to 10 percent annually) on
loans. This clearly reduces the attractiveness of Federal loans, but has not yet re-
duced the demand for such loans. The Reconciliation Act also contained provisions
which allow States to qualify for a “CAP” on tax iacreases which would otherwise
‘have taken place when States become delinquent in repaying their loans. Solvency
criteria for qualifying for the cap were developed with the help of the interested
states and the cooperation of the Administration.

Some States have taken steps to restore solvency to their UC programs. Michigan
and Louisiana are to be commended for the courzgeous action taken by the legisla-
tures in those states to reduce UC program costs and to bring those costs back into
line with the ability of employers to pay. It is vital that other State legislatures and
the U.S. Congress develop and enact ckanges in the State and Federal programs
which will contribute to solvency. States must adjust their UC programs to accomo-
date permanent shifts in the economy. During the 1970’s and 1980’s recessions have
las longer than previous recessions. Recoveries have been weaker. Unemploy-
ment has been higher during both recession and recovery. Many states failed to
take these changes into account in their programs. As I mentioned some States have
taken the tough steps necessary to trim UC costs and stop the exodus of businesses
to other States with more advantageous labor costs.

The U.S. Congress, and especially the Finance Committee will need to examine
UC trust fund issues carefully this year. It may be necessary to revise or alter the
loan and interest provisions of the onciliation Act. However, I would caution ev-
eryone that I consider these provisions to be among the most important achieve-
ments of the 97th Congress. These changes have already led to reform in a number
of States. More State legislatures are considering proposals to restore solvency. No
action this Committee or this Congress takes should interfere with or retard such a
responsible course.

n that note, I welcome the Governor and our other distinguished witnesses.

Senator DoLE. Governor, I think we may start. There are not
many members present, but I understand you have a tight sched-
ule and need to get back to Illinois.

Let me welcome you to the committee and indicate that we again
appreciate your hospitality in hosting a meeting for me with other
Governors in Chicago recently. This is sort of a follow-on to that
meeting plus the recent National Governors’ Association meeting.

We are getting some good news about the economy on a daily
basis, but we still have an unemployment problem. In some States
it is more serious than in others, and we would be pleased to hear
from you concerning your State as well as other States in your as-
sociation with the National Governors’ Association.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES R. THOMPSON, GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, VICE CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL GOVERNORS’
ASSOCIATION

Governor THoMpsoN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I wish to express the appreciation of the National Governors’ As-
sociation for the willingness of this committee at this time to take
on the additional difficult and controversial issue of UI reform. I
know the committee and the Congress is struggling with social se-
curity at the same time. You don’t need any added burdens, but
burdens exist among the 50 States on this issue, and we believe
sgal?{e long-term consequences for the people of the Nation are at
stake.

So it is my pleasure to appear here today both in my capacnty as
the vice chairman, chairman-elect of the National Governors’ Asso-
ciation and as the Governor of the State of Illinois, one of the
States most heavily impacted by current Federal policy concerning
unemployment compensation.

In many ways the solvency of the unemployment compensation
system in America, especially as it relates to Illinois and other in-
dustrial heartland States, is as consequential and controversial
matter as the social security issue which now lies before this com-
mittee for deliberation.

Like social security, the unemployment insurance program has
become an economic lifeline for millions, and like social _security,
the proposals to change the Ul program, no matter how minor they
may be, invoke deep political reactions and divisions.

I do not mean to say the States are necessarily divided between
themselves. In the latter part of my testimony I will suggest a new
policy in the National Governors' Association that was adopted
unanimously in our plenary session last Tuesday.

What I mean by this statement is to say that in the process of
changing and reforming unemployment compensation systems
within a State in assigning responsibility as between business and
labor for the economic consequences of reform, that is, increased
taxes, decreased benefits or structural changes in the way in which
benefits are paid within a_ State, it is increasingly difficult to
achleve reform within the State, especially in times of recession,

tpohtlcal problems often arise, especially when the legislature
1tsel artisanly divided.

1 face just such an example in my State of Illinois. We have a
Republican Governor and a Democratic legislature. We have busi-
ness and labor looking at a problem Wthh is twice as large as the

roblem they looked at 2 years ago when we reformed. Neverthe-
ess, we are determined, the legislative leadership and I, to force
reform in Illinois as a condltlon for asking for Federal assistance.

But I would not pretend it is easy within a State like ours to
bring business and labor together when the fiscal consequences are
so great. Like social security, present and future unemployment
compensation outla Ks will without the needed changes outstrip the
actuarial needs of the system, threatening the solvency and integri-
ty of the entire program

Like social security, the UI crisis is upon us now, and I believe
we must act quickly and responsibly. The difference between Ul
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and social security, however, is the Ul problem, obviously, has op-
erated as a partnership between the Federal Government and the
50 States. As a partnership, we have operated under 50 sets of
rules and 50 different financing relationships which complicate
long-term financial management of the program.

In this respect the Ul program more nearly matches medicaid,
AFDC, than it does social security. < T

I have taken the time to make these comparisons to social secu-
rity because I think it is imsport“ant we place the Ul solvency issue
in proper perspective. The States and the Federal Government are
in partnership in operating what is now, especially now, a main-
stream economic security program.

The financial integrity of that program is threatened, threatened
not because of the profligate ways, the errors, mistakes or malad-
ministration of any of the partners, but because of economic and
political forces similar to those which have pushed the social secu-
rity Program to a financial cliff.

For example, we now deal in 1983 with something called struc-
tural long-term unemployment rather than cyclical unemployment,
something that was not contemplated, I believe, in the earlier
stages of the system nor in its design. So we believe the partners,
the 50 States and the Federal Government, must cooperate in a
nonpartisan fashion to secure our future without destroying the
program.

Simply put, the long-term solvency of Ul is in question. Driven
by nearly 3 years of devastatingly high unemployment, 4 years of
recession, States have had to pay out more in benefits than they
have been able to raise in revenues. .

I note here the unemployment rate in my State has gone from
5.5 percent to 12.5 percent in just 3 years, an extraordinary rise. As
I said, the Ul program was designed around the assumption that
unemployment is cyclical in nature. States were to build surpluses
during the good times and draw down the surpluses in the bad
times.

In the grand design of things, however, the good times are sup-
posed to last longer than the bad times. The trust fund concept is
designed to carry us through 12 months of recession followed by 40
months of prosperity.. If that was the design of the system, the
system indeed has been stood on its head, since we have had essen-
tially in my State 4 years of no or flat economic growth and nearly
4 years of recession, certainly 3 years of recession, and we don't
have the cyclical assumptions the design contemplated.

Double digit unemployment has gripped most of the industrial
States for the better part of the last year and a half. This high
level ﬁf unemployment is likely to be with us for the next 18 to 24
months. b

As I said to my legislature yesterday in delivering my budget
message, as hopeful as I am, Mr. Chairman, about the resumption
of economic activity in Illinois and the Nation, the beginning of re-
covery, which we see signs of, employment as a factor of recovery is
always the last indicator, and many industrial States are last out
of the recession.

So we project, even under optimistic economic’assumptions, or
the next year at least the continuance of unemployment in our
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States and States like ours at about the same level we are now sui-
fering even with the onset of a pretty good recovery.

Of course, double digit unemployment means substantial Federal
borrowing by the States to finance Ul benefits. All of this is bad
enough when you consider whatever the State borrowed or will
borrow in the future must be repaid. Illinois’ Ul debt stood at just
over $2 billion last December.

Under assumptions of a modest economic recovery absent any
changes in State law, that $2.billion debt will soar to an estimated
$4.4 billion by the end of 1985, and repaying $4.4 billion, even in
good times better than we have known for a decade, would not be
easy for a State whose economic structure is undergoing structural
changes over this decade as we lose manufacturing employment in
our economy and trade it for lower-priced service jobs.

Of course, States cannot and will not let these debts continue to

ile up without taking actions to reduce further borrowing. We
intend to retard future deficits. We will position ourselves to repa
the debts we have incurred. Repaying the debt has been compound-
ed by the ill-timed imposition of interest, which in the current eco-
nomic climate, can be considered punitive. Let me explain that.

I do not mean by ill-time to impute any bad faith or bad intent
to the Congress in the passage of interest in 1981, but all of us,
Congress and the States, were in 1981 when the interest penalty
was agreed to, operating under economic assumptions which have
since proven to be invalid. :

So what was a perfectly rational good faith attempt by the Con-
gress and the States to come together in 1981 and agree to interest
on borrowings for the first time has turned out to be, without any
intent that it be, a tax on unemployment. It was certainly not the
intent of this Congress, I know, to tax unemployment.

The imposition of interest by the Congress was intended to act as
an incentive for States to shore up their programs and avoid need-
less borrowing, and in that sense, the imposition of interest was,
we believe, correct. But because of national economic conditions
beyond our control, my own State, as an example, stands to make
interest payments in excess of $1 billion from our general revenue
fund over the course of the next decade, interest alone, not pay-
ment on principal.

That is in the context of these economic times and the burdens
which the Federal Government has asked the State to assume in
other parts of the budget over the course of the last several years,
a stag%%ring sum, something which really hasn't sunk in back
home. They just can’t contemplate back home that we will owe the
Federal Government $1 billion in general revenue fund interest in
the next decade without changes in State or Federal law.

Illinois is not alone. Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Ohio face
equally high sums. States like Wisconsin and Minnesota, propor-
tionate to their size, face the prospect of even greater interest pay-
ments. In fact, according to the estimate of DOL, by the decade’s
end, States in the aggregate will owe the Federal Government
more than $10 billion in interest without chauges in law.

I do not appear before this committee today either as a repre-
sentative of NGA or the Governor of the State of Illinois to say the
imposition of interest was wrong in 1981 or that interest should not
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be charged on loans of this nature or this magnitude. Obviously,
the Federal Government must borrow to finance our borrowings,
and the Federal Government must pay interest on those borrow-
ings.

But there are two things that strike me. First, that is not how
the system began. That was a midcourse correction in the system,
and I think we have to take into account the fact that the econom-
ic assumptions upon which it was founded have changed radically
since that time.

Second, the imposition of the interest penalty, even though the
Federal Government has not yet begun to collect it, did work. It
has forced States to reform their system, to bring them more in
balance. For example, as a part of that agreement in 1981 with the
Congress, my own State enacted $500 million worth of reform bene-
fit cuts or freezes, structural changes, taking people out of the
system, the voluntary quits, for example, and imposing new tax in-
creases on business.

Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Ohio and a host of other States
acted in the last 2 years to change their laws to bring their system
into balance, but again I emphasize we all acted and the Congress
acted based upon projections of economic recovery made in 1981
that never occurred.

Consequently, the imposition of interest has become, in fact, a
Federal tax on unemployment, and at the worst possible time and
imposed upon those least able to pay. I think it is fair to say, Mr.
Chairman and members of the committee, that no amount of State
foresight and no responsible level of State sacrifice could have pre-
vented the severity of our plight.

National economic conditions and structural unemployment did
not arise out of our Ul benefit structure. Some people have said
that States have gotten into trouble over the years by keeping
benefits high and taxes low, yet Illinois’ Ul taxes now stand among
the highest in the Nation. They range 25 percent above the nation-
al average.

Illinois’ revenues in 1982 were over $1 billion, more than double
our 1977 revenues. Pennsylvania’s Ul taxes, for example, are 45
percent above the national average, and they must reform again.

Most States base their benefit payments on the average weekly
wage. Because the average weekly wage in States like Michigan,
Pennsylvania, and Illinois is relatively high, we pay higher than
average benefits, but even if we in Illinois, again as an example,
only pay the national average benefit, we would still have been
forced to borrow more than $500 million in 1982 to finance those
benefits.

The same story is true for our sister States. The number of un-
employed and the duration of their unemployment, especially the
latter factor, and not our benefit structure is the primary source of
the solvency problem. Even massive measures such as the $3.5 bil-
lion Ul tax and benefit change enacted last fall by the State of
gloichiggn are insufficient to curb the need for substantial future Ul

rrowing.

Despite biting an incredibly large bullet and, in Michigan'’s case,
a cannon shell, Michigan wi{l face hundreds of millions of dollars

-
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in interest payments that mount up because it takes time for
sweeping changes to right the system.

Further emphasizing the widespread nature of the problem, I
note that an excess of 30 States will borrow from the UI trust fund
in 1983. I believe that to be a record number. Even more States
will borrow in 1984. .

Included among these new borrowers are States whose trust
funds had seemingly inexhaustible reserves just a few years ago
and States whose unemployment rates have averaged considerably
lsess than the high rates experienced by the largest industrial

tates.

Previously this problem was thought to be confined to a relative-
ly few States. I can recall my work with this committee of the Con-
gress just 2 years ago having very few allies as I wandered the
Halls of Congress, but as evidence of how much has changed in just
2 years, I am pleased to report to you today that just 2 days ago,
the National Governors’ Association at their annual winter meet-
ing in this city passed a new policy on u..cmployment insurance
and it was adopted by the Governors without dissent, a striking
note for the National Governors’ Association on issues of this sort.

In two ways it sets forth the policy now supported unanimously
by our association. We ask that the solvency of the existing basic
State program be improved by encouraging Governors to accept the
responsibility for working with State legislatures to enact a taxing
mechanism, changes in program qualifications  to insure future
trust fund solvency.

In other words, we have said to ourselves: Governors, take the
lead oar in getting your State systems in order. States which act
responsibly to bring their tax revenues and their benefit outlay in
balance on a reasonable schedule should be eligible for a deferral
of the imposition of interest on borrowing. That is now a policy of
the National Governors’ Association.

The second policy change which we adopted just 2 days ago asks
that only the two. provisions required for maintaining the FUTA
cap in 1981 and 1982 should apply for 1981 and beyond. That is, no
net decrease in solvency and no reduction in tax effort. That is
quite a change for the National Governors’' Conference, and as I
say, that policy was enacted 2 days ago without dissent.

Already we have begun to carry it out. One of the reasons for
which I asked this committee’s indulgence in testifying first this
morning was the necessity of returning to Illinois today to prepare
- for a meeting tomorrow in Springfield which I, along with the lead-
ership of the Illinois General Assembly, will host the first meeting
between business and labor to begin to set in balance a new Illi-
noig’ Ul system.

The first meeting will be at the executive mansion 2 weeks from
tomorrow. The last meeting will be in the office of the speaker of
our house. We are giving business and labor in Illinois 2 weeks to
see if they can reach closure on reforms of Illinois’ Ul system. If
they cannot, the leadership and I bipartisanly—and I emphasize
again they are members of the Democratic party and I am a Re-
publican—have pledged that we will draft UI reform and pass it in
the Illinois General Assembly.
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That is how quickly and responsibly and seriously we are acting,
and this at a time when the Illinois General Assembly faces policy
changes of as great or greater magnitude, including my request for
substantial tax increases for the State of Illinois, in order to re-
sponsibly balance our budget.

Other States are acting as quickly. Michigan has already com-
pleted their legislative action. Pennsylvania is scheduled to intro-
duce legislation shortly. I anticipate that virtually all borrowing
States will take action in this calendar year.

No matter how quickly we act to reform, however—and reform is
relative to the economic conditions in which we find ourselves, we
thought we had reformed 2 years ago—we will not be able to avoid
the necessity of borrowing heavily from the Federal Government
for Federal fiscal years 1983 and 1984.

Moneys borrowed in 1983 and 1984 will not soon be repaid. The
accompanying interest charges in 1983 and 1984 borrowing will be
substantial and will remain substantial for years to come, as we
are unlikely to raise sufficient surpluses in the next few years to
repay these interest-bearing advances.

Under current Federal law, the interest debt of the State of Illi-
nois in our fiscal year 1985 would be $150 million. To put that in
perspective, that would likely be a total increase in that year for
all new higher education spending by the State of Illinois and half
the new spending for elementary and secondary education.

In other words, the necessity to pay Federal interest in fiscal
1985 for the State of Illinois takes from our general revenue fund
the capacity to finance most of the advances in education that the
State would ordinarily be expected to make. They will compete for
the same dollars.

Coupled with these interest charges, States face the prospect of
seeing their employers burdened with accelerating Federal tax
credit losses which are automatically imposed to retire a State’s
debt. These penalty taxes will rise by $80 million a year for Illinois
employers until our full debt is repaid.

In 1981 you recognized the devastating impact these accelerating
FUTA taxes would have on the employers in the State and the
State’s future economic growth. You enacted provisions in the Om-
nibus-Reconciliation Act which allowed States to athieve a cap on
FUTA offsets. S )

If that had been correct, States like Illinois, Michigan, and Penn-
sylvania would have qualified for the eap. Continued deep recession
has made qualification impossible.

What will already be a slow economic recovery for these industri-
al States has slowed even further if these accelerating FUTA off-
sets cannot be capped under achievable conditions because of the
uncertainty about the nature of this recovery, something that I
think drove the main policy of the NGA 2 days ago to ask the
Congress to reduce the outyear deficits in ways that could not be

_contemplated that Governors would ask just a few short years ago,
I think bothers us all.

If the structural -deficits of the Federal Government are not
brought into line, then the prospect of long-term economic recovery
for the whole Nation, let alone the heartland, is much in doubt.
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What do we propose? Specifically, we are proposing that States
which enact reforms—in other words, States which begin to close
the gap between benefits and revenues—be provided with the fol-
lowing Federal relief.

First, that the imposition of interest on State borrowing for fiscal
years 1983 and 1984 be deferred. We are not asking for a bailout.
We are not asking for a waiver. We are not asking for the aban-
_ donment of the interest concept, because as I say, when it was im-

posed in 1981, the intention was good.

All we are askmg for is a delay in the imposition of the interest
for these 2 fiscal years to take account of the fact that the econom-
ic assumptions which underlay the imposition of interest have not
materialized. By providing the States the necessary time to regain

solvency, the Federal Government will be relieved of the necessity
of lending to the States in the outyears a substantial Federal defi-
cit' saving. That is an NGA policy as well as an Illinois suggestion.

Second, this is not a part of NGA policy. It is our suggestion from
Illinois that for any interest-bearing debt a State has, FUTA tax
credit offsets be applied first to such interest-bearing advances
rather than to the noninterest bearing debt.

The impact of the current policy is in effect to roll forward non-
interest-bearing debt until it all becomes interest bearing. That
would enact a fundamental change in the thrust of the UI pro-
gram, and as I say, it is not a part of present NGA policy. It simply
was not advanced or considered within the NGA. It is a suggestion
we make from Illinois.

Three—and again, this is NGA policy—the provisions required
for maintaining the FUTA cap in 1981 and 1982 should apply for
1983 and beyond. Businesses in States that are hardest hit by eco-
nomic dislocation should not be further burdened by paying even
higher taxes.

We believe that to qualify for such relief, States should be re-
quired to act between October 1982 and October 1984 to effect sub-
stantial percentage changes in their tax and benefit structures
from current projections. We believe it is essential to couch it in
that way so that States do not again fall victim to what may be
faulty economic forecasts or assumptions that future recovery in
this Nation will not be clouded by the magnitude of currently pro-
jected Federal out-year deficits.

The time is structured between October 1982 and October 1984 to
recognize that different States operate on different legislative cal-
endars. They do not all meet with the frequency of the Illinois Leg-
islature, which meets intexminably.

These past several years have seen our economy on an incredible
roller coaster ride for we have experienced everything from
runaway inflation, unbearable real interest rates, to repressive un-
employment rates. To tell the truth, we are kind of shellshocked
out in the States.

Round after round of State budget cuts and tax increases have
been made in statehouses across the country. Freshman Governors
are finding themselves suggesting and signing tax increases days
after assuming office, when they certainly didn’t campaign on
those assumptions.
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I have guided my State now through 6 years of tax reform and
no tax increases, and I can go no longer, and I have suggested sub-
stantial tax increases in Illinois. I presented yesterday to the Illi-
nois Legislature the alternative, what was promptly characterized
by my speaker of the house as the Governor's doomsday budget,
and indeed, for many people in my State it would be.

Without your cooperation, the help of the Congress on the unem-
ployment insurance solvency issue, there will be no end to that
portion of the rocky ride that we have been on for some time. So
the hardest challenge of our Ul partnership faces us now, and I
come before you today to ask on behalf of my State, more particu-
larly on behalf of the National Governors’ Association, to join in
renewing and strengthening the bonds of this partnership and to
bring the program into line with current economic reality.

I thank you for this opportunity, Mr. Chairman and-members of
the committee, and I would be glad to respond to any questions you
or the members might have.

[The prepared statement of Governor Thompson follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF Gov. JAMES R. THOMPSON

1 am James R. Thompson, Governor of the State of I111nois. I come before
you today both as the Governor of I11inois and on behalf of the National
Governors' Assoctation. I wish to thank Chairman Dole and the members of the
Finance Committee for this opportunity to address you on a very important
matter--the solvency of our nation's unemployment insurance system.

In my six years as Governor of Illinois, I have journeyed to Washington
numerous times to speak to national leaders about matters of consequence to my
state and to our sister states. There have been few issues, however, as
serfous fn impact and as broad in scope as the current and growing crisis
surrounding the financing of the unemployment insurance system.

In its own way and on its own scale the Ul solvency problem facing
I111inois and other industrial states is as consequential and as controversial
a matter as the Social Security issue which 11es before this Committee for
deliberation.

- Like Social Security, the Unemployment Insurance program has become
an economic lifeline for millions.

- Like Social Security, proposals to change the Ul program, no matter )
how minor they may be, invoke deep political reactions and divisions.

- Like Social Security, present and future UI outlays will, without
needed changes, outstrip the actuaria?l needs of the system,
threatening the solvency and, in fact, the integrity of the entire
program.

- Like Social Security, the UI crisis is upon us now and we need to act
quickly and responsibly.

_Unlike Social Security, however, the UI program 1s operated as a
partnership between the federal government and the 50 states. As a
partnership we have operated under 50 sets of rules and 50 separate financing
systems which complicate comprehensive long-term financial management of the
program.
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1 have taken the time to make these comparisons to Social Security because
1 think it is fmportant that we place the UI solvency issue in proper
perspective. We--the states and the federal government--are in partnership in
operating a mainstream economic security program. The financial integrity of
that program is now threatened; threatened not because of the profligate ways
of any of the partners, but because of economic and political forces similar
to those which have pushed the Socfial Security program to a financial cliff.

The partners must now act in a cooperative and bipartisan fashion to
rescue our financial future without destroying the essence of the
program--that is, financial security for hard working men and women who are
suffering the impact of protracted unemployment. '

; What {s this crisis? Where is this problem that until very recently
seemed to escape most everyone's attention?

Simply put the long-term solvency of UI system is in questfon. Driven by
nearly three years of devastatingly high unemployment and four years of
recession, states had to pay out more in benefits than they have been able to
raise in revenues..

The UI program was designed around the assumption that unemployment {is
cyclical. States were to build surpluses during the good times and draw down
these surpluses in bad timeés. In the grand design of things, however, the
good times are supposed to last much longer than the bad times. The trust
fund concept is designed to carry us through twelve months of recession
followed by 40 months of economic prosperity.

The bad times aren't following the rules, however. Double digit
unemployment has gripped the industrial states for the better part of the last
year and a half. This high level of unemployment is 1ikely to be with us for
the next 18 to 24 months. And double digit unemployment means substantial
federal borrowing by the states to finance Ul benefits.
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A1l of this is bad enough when you consider that whatever a state has
borrowed or will borrow in the future must be repaid. I11inois' Ul debt stood
at just over $2 billion 1ast December. Under assumptions of a modest economic
recovery and absent state law changes, that $2 billion debt will soar to an
estimated $4.4 billion by the end of 1985. And, repaying $4.4 billion even in
good times won't be easy for a state whose economic structure will undergo
massive structural changes over the next decade.

Of course, states cannot and will not let these debts continue to pile up
without taking actions to reduce future borrowing. We intend to retard future
deficits and we will position ourselves to repay the debts we have incurred.

But repaying the debt has been compounded by the i11-timed imposition of
interest which in the current economic climate could be considered punitive.
Until the passage of the Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981, states could
borrow without interest charges. The imposition of interest by Congress was
intended to act as an incentive for states to shore-up their own programs and
avoid needless borrowing. But let's see what the imposition of interest has
really rendered.

Under the projections I referred to previously, Illinois stands to make
interest payments in excess of $1 billion by the end of this decade. That's
interest alone--no repayment on the principal. That's a staggering sum for any
state. And I11inois {s not alone 1n facing interest payments of this
magnitude. Pennsylvania, Michigan and Ohio face equally high sums. States 1ike
Wisconsin and Minnesota, proportionate to their size, face the prospect of
even greater interest payments. In fact, according to the Department of
Labor's estimates, by-the decade's end, states will pay the federal government
more than $10 bi1lion in interest.

However, please don't misunderstand my concerns. Paying interest on
borrowed funds 1s a standard business practice. But, our partnership did not
start out that way and such action ignores the fact that at both the federal
and state levels pressures have been at work to change the UI system. For )
instance, in 1981, in my own state we enacted $500 million fn benefit cuts and
tax increases. Pennsylvania, Michigan and Ohio and a host of other states
acted between 1980 and 1982 to change their laws to improve system solvency.
States acted, however, based on projections of -economic recovery in 1982 which
never materialized.
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Consequently, the imposition of i{nterest has become a federal penalty,
payable at the worst time by those least able to pay. No amount of state
foresight, no responsible level of state sacrifice could have prevented the
severity of our plight. National economic conditions and structural
unempToyment did not arise out of our UI benefit structure. )

Critics contend that states have gotten into trouble by keeping benefits
high and taxes low. Yet Il11inois' Ul taxes now stand among the highest in the
nation--a full 25 percent above the natfonal average. Il1linois' revenues in
1982 were over $1 billion, more than double our 1977 revenues. Pennsylvania's
UI taxes are 45 percent above the national average.

Most states base their benefit payments on the average weekly wage.
Because the average weekly wage in states 1ike Michigan, Pennsylvania and
IMlinois is relatively high you pay higher than average benefits. But even if
Ilinois only paid the national average benefit amount we would still have
been forced to borrow nearly $550 mill1ion in 1982 to finance benefits. The
same story 1s true for our sister states--the number of unemployed and the
duration of their unemployment and not our benefit structures i{s the primary
source of our solvency problem.

Even massive measures such as the $3.5 b1111on UI tax and benefit changes
enacted last f$11 by the State of Michigan are insufficient to curb the need
for substantial future UI borrowing. Despite biting an incredibly large
bullet, Michigan will face hundreds of millions of dollars in interest
payments which mount up because it takes time for sweeping changes to right
the system.
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To further emphasize the widespread nature of the problem, we note that in
excess of 30 states will borrow from the UI Trust Furd in 1983. Even more
states will borrow in 1984. Included among these new borrowers are states
whose trust funds had seemingly inexhaustible reserves just a few years ago;
and, states whose unemployment rates have averaged considerably less than the
high rates experienced by the large fndustrial states.

Previously, this problem was thought to be confined to a relative few
states. But as the recession has continued, the problem has spread throughout
the country. As evidence of this, just iwo days ago the National Governors'
Association at their annual winter meeting passed a new policy on unemployment
insurance. It was supported by Governors across the country, from Delaware to
Cotorado, from Matne to Missouri. It reads:

o Improve the solvency of the existing basic state program by encouraging
Governors to accept the responsibility for working with state legislatures_
to enact a taxing mechanism and/or change program qualifications to ensure
future trust fund solvency. States which act responsibly to bring their
tax revenues and their benefit outlays in balance on a reasonable schedule
should be eligible for a deferral of the imposition of interest on
borrowing.

0 Moreover, only the two provisions required for maintaining the FUTA cap in
1981 and 1982 should apply for 1983 and beyond, i.e., no net decrease in
solvency and no reduction in tax effort.

To me, the path for the future is clear. We must proceed at both the
state and national level, in partnership to restore solvency to this program.
There is no escaping state action. Future benefits must be cut and taxes
increased. I11inois has already begun this process. Just as we did fn 1981 we
have gathered together the leadership of business, labor and our General
Assembly to derive compromise legislation which will curb our projected
deficits and retard the solvency gap. The leadership of the General Assembly
and I expect to take action fn the next 60 days on this package. Michigan has
already completed this type of action. Pennsylvania is scheduled to introduce
legislation shortly. I would anticipate virtually all borrowing states will
take actfon this calendar year.



76 -

-6-

No matter how quickly states act, however, they will not be able to avoid
the necessity to borrow heavily from the federal government for federal fiscal
years 1983 and 1984. And monies borrowed in 1983 and 1984 will not soon be
repaid. The accompanying interest charges on 1983 and 1984 borrowing will be
substantial, and will remain substantial for years to come as we are unlikely
to raise sufficient surpluses in the next few years to repay these
interest-bearing advances.

Coupled with these interest charges, states face the prospect of seeing
their employers burdened with accelerating federal tax credit losses which are
automatically imposed to retire a state's debt. These “"penalty taxes" will
rise by $80 million a year for-Illinois employers until our full debt {s
repaid.

In 1981, Congress recognized the devastatibg impact these accelerating
FUTA taxes would have on the employers of a state and on a state's future
economic growth. The Congress enacted provisions in the Omnibus
Reconciliation Act which allowed states to achieve a cap on FUTA of fsets.
With a cooperating economy states 1ike I11inois, Michigan and Pennsylvania
would have qualified for a FUTA cap. Continued recession, however, has made
qualification impossible. What will already be a slow economic recovery for
the industrial states will be slowed even further if these accelerating FUTA
offsets cannot be capped under achievable conditions.

These two issues then--the near term interest costs states face and, the
need to moderate our long-term debt repayment--form the core of our need from
our federal partner.

Specifically, we are proposing that states which enact reforms, in other
words, begin to close the gap between benefits and revenues, be provided with
the following federal relief:

1. That the imposition of interest on siate borrowing for fiscal years
1983 and 1984 be deferred. By providing the states the necessary
time to regain solvency, the federal government will be relieved from
the necessity of lending to the states in the out years.
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2. That for any interest-bearing debt a state has, FUTA tax credit
offsets be applied first to such interest bearing advances, rather
than to the non-interest bearing debt. The impact of the current
policy is, in effect, to roll forward non-interest bearing debt unti}
it becomes interest bearing. -

3. That the provisions required for mgintaining the FUTA cap in 1981 and
1982 should apply for 1983 and beyond. Businesses in states that are
hardest hit by economic dislocation should not be further burdened by
paying even higher taxes.

To qualify for such relief states should be required to act between
October, 1982 and October, 1984 to effect substantial percentage changes in
their tax and benefit structures from current projections. It is essential
that we operate {n that manner so that states do not again fall victim to
faulty economic forecasts.

These past several years have seen our economy on an incredible roller
coaster ride. We have experienced everything from run-away inflation to
unbearable interest rates to repressive unemployment rates. The states are
shell-shocked from the ride. Round after round of state budget cuts and tax
increases have been made in statehouses across the country. And while there
appears to be a faint 1ight shining at the end of the tunnel, the ride is far
from over for states. Without federal cooperation on the unemployment
{nsurance solvency issue there will be no end to the rocky ride for some
states. The stiffest test of our UI partnership faces us now. I ask you to
Join in renewing the bonds of this partnership.

Again, thank you for this opportunity Mr. Chaimman, and 1 would be happy
to respond to any questions you or other members of the Committee may have.

19-070 0—83——6



78

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Governor Thompson. I
know you have some time constraints. We may not have that many
questions. As you know, the House Ways and Means Committee
added an extension of unemployment benefits to the social secu-
ritty reform package. Nothing was included on loan reform.

know the Governors have been working-closely with the House
subcommittee and, I assume, at the full committee level. They in-
cluded nothing on loan reform in that package. That does not
mean it could not be added on the floor, but I would guess it would
be unlikely if it was not a part of the Ways and Means Committee.

Did you have any indication on the House side they would do
separate legislation in the loan reform area?

Governor THoMpPsON. No, Senator, I have not. Unfortunately, I
have not had a chance to have as many conversations with the
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee on this issue as I
would have liked. I will. We are scheduled for a meeting.

My suggestion to him would be that we reapproach this question
in the House in a separate proceeding or, if necessary, in confer-
ence with the Senate if conference should occur, but I think in all
frankness, because of the fast track schedule of the House, we look
to the Senate to be our first bulwark on this issue, and then go
back to the House and raise it again.

The CHAIRMAN. You have indicated very clearly that tomorrow

you will start this process, sort of the gun to the head approach. If _

you cannot work it out, we may have to do it for you.

Governor THOMPSON. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. To make your trust fund solvent in Illinois, you
would have to take rather drastic action this year, would you not?

Governor THompPsON. We would. To make our fund solvent this
year, we would have to do something like this, assuming that you
divide the contribution to the solution to the problem equally be-
tween business and labor, an assumption that would not be easy to
make when 700,0%8mple in Illinois are unemployed. I think my
friends in the AFL-CIO, going to their membership on unemploy-
ment compensation and asking for substantial reductions in bene-
fits would be met with some hostility in 1983, as opposed to the at-
mosphere in 1981.

But assuming you had 50-50 contributions between business and
labor, it would amount to $500 million on both sides, or roughly
double the price of the settlement in Illinois in 1981. So, we would
be asking business and labor in our State to double their contribu-
tion to a solution at a time when both are relatively worse off than
they were 2 years ago, when their contribution was half that.

It would mean increasing taxes retroactively by 50 percent and
slashing benefits for the period April through ember by 40 per-
cent, cutting benefits by 40 percent. That would put our average
tax on total wages at 2.4 percent, the highest among the 50 States,
and reduce the benefits to about $30 a week, among the lowest in.
the Nation. That would be the price of 1 year’s solvency, and that
is, in my judgment, unachievable.

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, that would be pretty tough. The record of
Illinois’ unemployment financing in the seventies was not very
good. In 1973 to 1975, the maximum weekly benefit amount was
substantially increased. A 50-percent escalator clause was adopted
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for a single claimant. Sixty percent of the Staté average weekly
wage was provided for claimants with nonworking spouses.
pendents’ allowances were added. A cap was placed on an employ-
er’s contribution rate.

That is what you were faced with, and I guess you have made
somé progress in trying to restore solvency to the State system.

Governor THoOMPsON. Yes, sir, I think that illustrates perfectly
well why the imposition of interest penalties by the Congress in
1981 was warranted. I believe my State acted irresponsibly in 1975
in forcing up the level of benefits and refusing to pay for them
with revenues raised in the State. When I became Governor, we
began efforts to put the State’s balance aright, and they were re-
warded in 1981 by $500 million worth of reform, and now we have
to go back and do it again.

That is why I have suggested one of the areas of solution be the
deferral for 2 years of the imposition of the interest, because you
have substantially achieved what you set out to do by writing it
into thé law 2 years ago.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Bradley?

Senator BRADLEY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Governor, your proposals, you have made three proposals.

Governor THOMPSON. Yes, sir.

Senator BRADLEY. The first is the waiver of interest for the next
2 years. Is that correct? That is the National Governors Associ-
ation.

Governor THOMPSON. Yes, sir.

Senator BRaDLEY. Your second suggestion is what? This is the
one you suggested as the Illinois suggestion?

Governor THompsoN. This is the Illinois solution, yes, sir.

‘Senator BRADLEY. What is that, again? Would you summarize it?

Governor THoMmpPsON. That is to apply the FUTA tax cut offsets
to the interest bearing debt, so that we could reduce that first,
rather than have it apply to the noninterest-bearing or old debt. In
other words, to shift the impact of the FUTA tax credit offsets.

Senator BraDLEY. And then the third one is, you want to have
the FUTA cap apply in 1983 and on, and you kind of make this
contingent that if States in the period 1982 to 1984 act to change -
their tax and benefit structure, and you use “significantly.” What
does that mean?

Governor THompsoN. Well, I would suggest, Senator, that we
would be glad to at the staff level provide you with specific lan-
guage for an amendment that would detail both the continuance of
the cap and the goals which we think States ought to be prepared
to reach. I do not have such language here today, but I think we
would be willing to supply that, ,

_genator BrabpLEY. I would like to have anything you could pro-
vide.

Then, you mentioned the difficulty in trying to make whatever
would be defined as significant changes in taxes and benefits, how
it would be borne equally by labor and business, and if they failed
to work it out, you and the legislature will work it out over a 2-
week period. How do you feel about what part of the cost should be
allocated to labor, and what to business in this crisis?
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Governor THompsoN. I would hesitate to answer that now, with
all deference, Senator, because if I answer it now, it will be reported
back in Illinois, and it will skew our effort to have business and
labor work that out between themselves for the next 2 weeks.

Senator BrADLEY. I took from your comments, however, that you
at least felt that the degree of difficulty and burden of proof really
wvas more difficult to make on the side of labor, given the recession.
Did I misunderstand what you said?

Governor THompsON. I think I probably did not go far enough. I
think there are two sides to the coin, frankly, in talking to labor
leaders in my State on this issue, and we worked closely together
on Ul in my States.

Senator BRADLEY. It is always the short-term, long-term problem,
right? I mean, short term, you do not want to burden labor in a
recession, but in the long term, you want business healthy enough so
they can keep people workmg, right?

Governor THoMPsON. But it works the other way around, too.
What I meant by my comment was obviously, if we ask business
and labor to solve this among themselves, to divide the responsibili-
ty among themselves, a process which worked in 1981, they came
up with a 50-50 solution. In fact, labor paid a little more.

The labor leaders in my State, because they have so many more
people on unemployment compensation now, will find it more diffi-
cult to sell to their members benefit reductions, and in 1981 we
were able to make structural reforms in our system.

Having made those structural reforms, they are no longer availa-
ble to be made in 1983. On the other hand, the leaders of my State
chamber of commerce and my State manufacturers association and
my retail employees will also find it more difficult in 1983 to sell to
their members higher taxes, because those businesses have been
hard hit for the last 2 years, and are in relatively worse shape than
they were 2 years ago. So it works both ways. ~

Senator BRADLEY. Do you have any opinion about the proposal in
this piece of legislation to limit FSC to those who have been work-
ing 30 weeks instead of the current law, which is 20 weeks before
you qualify for the extended unemployment?

Governor THoMPsON. No; the NGA has no position on that issue,
and I have not addressed it as the Governor of the State of Illinois.

Senator BRADLEY. Thank you very much.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Chafee?

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Governor Thompson, it is nice to see you again, and I appreciate
the excellent testimony you gave. I think we are in a quandary
here because the Federal Government has been imposing a penalty
on those who are in the worst situation, and it has had a counter-
productive effect. Those who are trying to scramble out of trouble
have a burden imposed upon them in the form of an increase in
thz FUTA tax.

My State is up to the maximum, so the cap is in effect in our
State. Consequently I am very sympathetic to your proposal. At the
same time, however, the Federal Government is running a $200 bil-
lion deficit, with predictions that it might get worse.
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Under your proposal, the States would not pay interest on loans.
Obviously, if the State doesn’t pay the interest, the Federal Gov-
ernment will have to. .

Let me ask you a question, though. On page 6, where you begin
outlining your recommendations, you we are proposing that States
enact reforms. Now, what do you mean by a reform? For example,
there are two States in the Nation who now pay benefits to strik-
ers, and there are other States which provide benefits to strikers
indirectly. Suppose those States do not choose to change? Unem-
ployment compensation is meant for those who are truly unem-
plgyed. Strikers, as one example, are not.

hould we say, well, that is perfectly permissible and we-will go
ahead and waive the interest?

Governor THoMPsON. Let me try to pick my way carefully
through the answer to that question. In Illinois, we do not pay an
en;ployment compensation to strikers, so as a matter of Illinois
policy—— .

Senator CHAFEE. I know Illinois does not do that.

Governor THoMPSON. We do not do that. NGA has no——

Senator CHAFEE. I did not ask you to-answer that——

Governor THoOMPSON. I understand, Senator. NGA has no position
on that issue. What it comes down to is a realization that in terms
of fiscal impact, the departure of two States from what is otherwise
a uniform national policy against paying strikers unemployment
compensation would have little or no impact on the matters we are
covering.

As a matter of philosophy, Congress might choose to call that
reform, but requiring that of the States, I think, would have no sig-
nificant fiscal impact.

Senator CHAFEE. What I am really saying, is that there are a
series of issues involved here, strikers are simply one example, and
it seems to me that if we are paying the bill, and that is what it
come% down to, we are entitled to require some reform. Would you
agree?

Governor THOMPSON. Yes, sir.

Se';lator CHAFEE. Or do we leave the reforms to the State legisla-
ture?

Governor THoMPSON. I think if we are asking you to pay the bill,
you should have a broad latitude to define reform.

Senator CHAFEE. Fine. Now, I was interested in your first point
that you are not asking that the interest be waived. You are asking
on(l;y that it be deferred. Is that the NGA proposal?

overnor THOMPSON. Just so there is no misunderstanding, we
are asking that the imposition be deferred, in other words, that we
incur no liability for interest for those 2 years.

Senator CHAFEE. Oh, I see. I misunderstood. The imposition of
the interest will be deferred, not the collection of the interest.

Governor THoMPsON. Right, but only because the imposition of
the interest in our view was designed to, A, secure reform from the
States, and it has in large measure, and we will have to do it again,
and B, because it was imposed in the light of economic assumptions
which we all relied 1upon, which have turned out not to be true.
And the interest burdens have been made particularly onerous be-
cause of national economic policy within the ccntrol of the Con-
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gress. We have put a time limit on it. We have not said forever. We
ave not said a ban on the interest princigal. We have just said,
please, do not collect it from us in the next 2 years.

Senator CHAFEE. In other words, not only should we not collect it
from you for 2 years, but we should not impose it for 2 years.

Governor THoMPSON. Yes; that is right.
thSenai:or CHAFEE. Thank you very much. I did not understand

at.

Thank you very much, Governor. I am glad you are here.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Heinz? -

Senator Heinz. Let me welcome Governor Thompsen and com-
mend you, Mr. Chairman, on holding this hearing. It is an issue—
not just this, but the extension of unemployment compensation
benefits—in which many of our States, Northern industrial States
in particular, have a tremendous interest.

t me say by way of preamble that as I look back on the last
several years, I think we have, unfortunately and lall‘?ely unwit-
tingly, imposed a burden which we did not foresee on Northern in-
dustrial States which have borne the brunt of this recession.

Two things come to mind, Mr. Chairman, one of which was the
changing of trade adjustment assistance to be paid after unemploy-
ment compensation—We are going through a lot of tough times
with imports. We used to pay trade adjustment assistance first, and
then unemployment compensation benefits, and that has put a tre-
mendous burden on State unemployment compensation funds.

It has cost the States more, because previously we, the Federal
Government, used to pick up, in the case of eligible applications for
trade adjustment assistance, that burden, as ind I think was
well contemplated under the 1974 and 1979 Trade Acts.

The second problem is that we have also slashed trade adjust-
ment assistance just about out of existence, so it is hardly of any
benefit after the State unemployment compensation and Federal
supplemental benefits programs run out.

e third thing is that, since we no longer have in existence the
so-called countercyclical revenue sharing approach, we have kind
of a broad brush approach that helps everyone under general reve-
nue sharing. We do not have any way of helping out those States
that have the most difficult problems. So, I have tremendous empa-
thy-and sympathy for what Governor Thompson and the other
Governors are proposing. o

We have not really done much for them except make it tougher,
and I think we are in danger, if we are not careful, of dividing this
country into two different Americas, one a px:e?erous, fortunate
Sun Belt, the other a much less fortunate, indeed, deeply stricken
Northern, Midwestern industrial tier.

It is significant to me that in the last 3 months, even though un-
employment went down last month, 15 Northern industrial States
either did not have any decrease in unemployment or had their un-
employment rates go up. So, when I say that we are in danger of
becoming two Americas, one prosperous and the other poor, one
fortunate and the other stricken, I do not think I exaggerate.

I want to say two things. First, I think we have to extend the

- Federal supplemental benefits Krogram, not just for the 6 months,
but I think we have to extend the number of weeks for those States
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that are most deeply affected and stricken beyond the present
maximum of 55.

I do not know whether the chairman is going to agree with that,
but I can tell the chairman in a State like ours, in Pennsylvania,
and I imagine it is true in Illinois, we simply find that our people
are getting into intolerable straits, even though we have 55 weeks.
They are losing their homes. Their mortgages are in default.
Homes are being sold at sheriffs’ sales.

These are people who have worked all of their lives. They did not
ask to be unemployed. Along came some Japanese imports, or just
bad economic times, and they lost their jobs. :

Second, I intend to introduce legislation that I think will meet
substantially similar goals and objectives on the unemployment
compensation issue we have been discussing for the States that will
provide a mechanism of freezing the tax cap so that we do not con-
tinue to burden employers in States which are already hard hit.

I salute Governor Thompson on having been very straightfor-
ward and saying that should be available only to States that under-
take substantial reforms.

I think Senator Chafee is right on the question of interest. We do
want to find a way to help you under 1983 and 1984 interest.

May I continue for 2 or 3 more minutes, Mr. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN. [Nods affirmatively.]

Senator HEINz. We do want to find a way to help you on your
1983 and 1984 interest. I would not want to underestimate the diffi-
culty of barring any imposition of interest at all. Certainly, it
would be to the benefit of my home State of Pennsylvania, your
State, and many others if we could work that out, but I remember
how difficult it was, how tough a bargain many people drove on the
interest the first time around. I would not want to promise that we
can do that, even though we will use our best efforts to get what I
think will be a reasonable solution.

Senator CHAFEE. Also, getting the cap was difficult, as the Sena-
tor from Pennsylvania remembers, and the Governor of Illinois
worked hard on that.

Senator HEINZ. Yes; that is correet. But it is this Senator’s inten-
tion, and I do want to work with all of the interested members of
the Finance Committee, to introduce legislation that will give the
kind of relief that I know your State, my State, and many other
States need with respect to the interest and the tax cap on unem-
pl%yment compensation.

ou and I have discussed this. Such legislation should be ready
very shortly. I think while it may not in evexg particular—you
have some new ideas—track your proposal, I think it will meet
largely every goal you have set forth.

Let me ask you one question, if I may, regarding the require-
ments for improved solvency or getting State funds into a position
where5 they can start making repayments, as you have suggested on

e 5.

ow specific or general do you think we ought to be? Should we
give you, perhaps, as Senator Chafee has suggested—he mentioned
one element. I do not know how many others he has in mind.
Should we say there are certain things you must do, or should we

\,
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give you a more general guideline on what would account for a
meaningful reform? What would be a meaningful reform package?

Governor THomPsON. I think you could accomplish the goals that
we seek and the goals that Congress must keep in mind for the
Federal Government if you adopted language that is somewhere
within the middle range between something so detailed that States
might slip through inadvertently or something so general that you
would not have any policy at all.

You might, for example, in terms of reform, require a phased in
goal of reducing the disparity between revenues and benefits by X
percentage in each year. For example, you might do a 3-year, 25
percent, 40 percent, 50 percent ending of the disparity. I think you
could work out a combination of years plus percentage goals that
would fit most States fairly comfortably, and give them the time
necessary to work it out.

Senator HEINZ. We are working with the Labor Department on a
percentage, an annual percentage improvement, and as soon as we
have that costed out, we hope to be able to put it in, in the way of
legislation, so we can all take a look at it.

Governor THoMPsoN. Although I would caution, once again, as I
said in my main testimony, that I think to avoid my having to
come down here in 1985, it ought to be done with an eye on current
economic projections and outlook so that we avoid the trap of 1981.

Mr. Chairman, if I could take 30 seconds to comment on the Sen-
ator’s comment about the long-term difficulties, I see in my State
of Illinois just the kind of division and the new circumstances you
see, Senator. For example, in those private and public charitable
institutions which have long existed in my State to feed people in
economic distress, we are seeing changes in the kind of people who
take advantage of those systems. -

They are no longer for the benefit of the transient drifters that
general assistance has supported who wander from State to State
or locality to locality, essentially unemployed for all their lives.
More and more we see young families with children come in, some-
times with great embarrassment and in great shame, to bring their
families in to a feeding station, as it were, at the end of a week, or
maybe 2 days a week, to make their budget stretch. )

You are quite right. As both you and the chairman have recog-
nized in conversations heretofore with me, we also need to do some-
thing, and I did not include this in the main body of my testimony,
but I believe we need to do something to address a problem that
haa been ignored by the present unemployment compensation
system, and that is to provide at least some minimal health protec-
tions for people on unemployment compensation, particularly for
those who remain on for much longer than the system contemplat-
ed, or who are structurally unemployed, and who now literally fall
through the cracks because they are not wealthy enough to buy it
on their own.

They have lost the protection of their employment-related insur-
ance, and they are not poor enoufh to qualify for medicaid, and yet
they are often families with children, and they are at great risk,
and we do nothing to provide help for them, though they have paid
their taxes to support the system.
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I1 lcommend that subject to the consideration of the committee as
well.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Governor Thompson.

Governor THompsoN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. That is an area we are lcoking at. As you know
we did discuss this in Chicago with the Governors of Michigan and
Indiana and Minnesota. But we are also tx‘yin%.1 to determine how
we can accommodate some of your concerns. There is this general
reluctance for the Federal Government to try to set standards for
States in this area.

There has always been a resistance to that, but perhaps if we are
going to be able to assist you, we may have to have some assurance
that States are making changes to bring about solvency in each
State. Otherwise, I do not think loan and interest relief will fly in the
lCongress. We, as the Governors recognize, have some deficit prob-
ems, .

I met with a group of rather important business people this
morning who say we do not really have a recovery. We have a blip
in housing, or a bubble, and unless we do something in the out-
Kears to lower those deficits, the recovery. is not going to last. So I

ope, with all of the good news we_are reading and hearing, we do
not lose sight of the real deficit problems in 1986, 1987, and 1988.

Governor THoMPSON. As the Chair, I think, knows, the National
Governors Association made the most radical alteration ever in
their policy on Tuesday of this week, when we in essence adopted a
resolution urging the President and the Congress to bring down the
structural deficits of the Federal Budget to approximately $90 bil-
lion as a target goal by 1988, a suggestion largely in line with the
suggestions of the so-called Peterson group of 500.

at was no easy task, and it provoked a battle royal within the
association, but we prevailed by a substantial vote. To put the Gov-
ernors on the frontline in such tender political areas as reform of
medicare and social security and cuts in the increase of defense
spending and the imposition of new Federal taxes was an exhilarat-
in%experience for us. I will put it that way.
ut that is how seriously we feel, in agreement with your obser-
vation that long-term prospects of a Federal deficit could absolutely
destroy prospects of short-term or long-term recovery, and we have
decided to join the battle and give you all of the protection that we
think you will need as you tackle those subjects.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Sg?nator HEeinz. Mr. Chairman, would you yield for an observa-
tion }

The CHAIRMAN. Yes.

Senator Heinz. First, you mentioned health insurance, and I just
want you to know, Governor Thompson, that Senator Dole and I
and our staffs in particular—— -

di The CHAIRMAN. Senator Riegle, too, who happens to be in the au-
ience.

Senator HEINzZ. [continuing]. Have been working for a number of
weeks to try to find a responsive and responsible mechanism for
making some kind of affordable health insurance available to
people who are unemployed. I think we are making some progress
on that. It is not easy, because none of the solutions are cheap.
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None are simple. Some things look simple on the surface, but they
turn out to be more complicated than you think.

But I believe we are making some progress, and I look forward to
a meeting of the minds on that.

The only other observation I want to make is that on the unem-
ployment compensation relief that we got, at least 2 years ago, we
thought it was relief, it did not turn out to be as much relief as we
had hoped, because of economic conditions, but the tax cap and the
postponement of any interest, and the relatively moderate rate of
interest, and the reasonable provisions for the States that I think
help States become more solvent, could not have been achieved
without the support of the chairman of this committee.

His State was not affected in any significant way by those re-
forms. I want to thank publicly the chairman of the committee for
all the help he gave us 2 years ago. I know that this is an issue he
is concerned about, again, and Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to
thank you publicly once again for that help.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Governor THompsoN. I would add my thanks to that, and my
pledge of support from the National Governors Association to the
chairman and the members of this committee and the Members of
the Senate, and for some help on the other side of the Capitol, and
.at the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue.

The CHAIRMAN. If we can find some reasonable approach, and if
we determine to add that to social security, then we will be in con-
ference. :

Thank you very much, Governor.

We are now honored to have two of our own colleagues, Senator
Riegle and Senator Levin from Michigan, and they have a distin-

ished witness, Hon. Gary Corbin, majority leader, Michigan.

_State Senate, and vice chairman of the National Conference of
State Legislatures, accompanied by Timothy Kaltenbach, adminis-
trative assistant, senate Democratic staff in Michigan.

We are certainly pleased to have the two Senators of Michigan.
They have been very helpful as we have tried to address this prob-
lem. We are going to try to accommodate some of their concerns,
but we will have to try to work it out together, because there are
certain limits that we have.

I have to go over and work on a commodity bill we are all three
cosponsoring. Senator Heinz will preside for a few moments.

e are glad to have you here. ‘

STATEMENT OF HON. DONALD W. RIEGLE, JR., A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

Senator RieGLE. Mr. Chairman, I would like to commend you per-
sonally for your leadership as a Senator and the chairman of this
committee in dealinf‘ with the problems stemming from the severe
unemployment problem in the country.

The commodity food issue, and the unemployment issue, the ex-
tension of unemployment compensation benefits, the issue of trying
to provide health insurance for unemployed workers and their fam-
ilies are all issues you have been directly and personally involved
in in a very constructive way. I want to thank you for your atten-
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tion to these issues which- continues today in the form of these
hearings. Your work in these areas means a great deal to the
people of our State and the country.

So, I am very grateful that we have been able to work together
on a bipartisan basis in addressing these issues. I really think this
is the key to finding some practical solutions.

I want to say as well in terms of the subject that we are here to
discuss namely unemployment compensation and unemployment
debt relief that I would agree with you, there does have to be an
additional showing of effort by many of our States.

We have drafted legislation which we have just introduced which
would require States to make that additional effort before they
could qualify for help that we could legislate into place to ease
these burdens. I hope we will take those steps, because we are not
talking about isolated csses. We are talking about virtually half
the States in the Union. -

The CHAIRMAN. About 30.

Senator RIEGLE. Substantially more in terms of the percentages
of the country, because of the population of the States involved. So
we are talking about a massive national problem that needs a re-
sponse, and I might say that the witness you are going to hear Sen-
ator Gary Corbin_from Michigan, is one of the people in the coun-
try most knowledgeable on these issues, and perhaps best equipped
to speak about it.

e comes today as a spokesperson for the National Conference
on State Legislators, which he officially represents..He also comes
as the majority floor leader from the Michigan Senate. He is the
chairman of the Michigan Senate Committee on Finance and Mu-
nicipalities, and he is also the vice chairman of the State senate
committee on labor.

I have known and worked closely with Gary Corbin for many
years. We come from the same area of Michigan. I can say to you
that this is not only an eminently qualified witness who is directly
involved in these problems, but I think you will find his comments
gs straightforward, practical and reasonable as any you might

ear.

So, I am honored to accompany him and introduce him to the
committee.

The prepared statement of Senator Don Riegle follows:]
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NEWS RELEASE

- Don Riegle

U. S. SENATOR, MICHIGAN
1206 Dirksen Washington, D.C. 20610  (202) 2244822
RELEASE: On Recefpt Contacts: Mike Russell
Wednesday, March 2, 1983 Jerry Lindrew or John Fawley

RIEGLE BILL WILL EASE INTEREST PAYMENTS, TAXES ON STATES' UNEMPLOYMENT DEBTS

Washington, DC--U.S. Senator Donald Riegle today introduced legislation aimed
at easing huge daily interest charges several states are being forced to pay
to the federal government because of their debts to the Federal Unemployment
Acccount, The debts have been incurred because the states are unable to
finance their unemployment compensation programs out of state funds and

have been forced to borrow from the federal account. Riegle's home state of
Michigan, for example, has been forced to borrow $2 billion from the federa)
government, and is being charged interest at the rate of $216,000 a day. A
second part of the Riegle bill would lower a penalty tax that Michigan
employers are forced to pay because of the state's inability to stay current
on repayment of the debt.

Senator Riegle safd: "Michigan s a proud state that 1s struggling to recover
from the economic malaise that has afflicted 1t. The state has recently under-
taken major surgery on fts unemployment fnsurance laws. These changes include

- benefit reductions and tax increases that will generate over $3.5 bil11on in
additional revenues over the next four years, and a freeze in benefit levels
for the next four years. Needless to say, these changes were painful ones,
taken under the most desperate of circumstances.”

"It makes no sense," safd Riegle, “for the federal government to continue to
extract interest and penalty charges from states 1ike Michigan that have a
large borrowing for unemployment benefits."

Specifically, the Riegle bi1) would exempt s state from fnterest charges on
1ts unemployment debt {f the state enacts legislatfon that raises additional
funds to pay unemployment benefits, as Michfgan has done. Currently, a state
1s required to pay 10X annual {nterest on advances taken from the federal
Unemployment Account after April 1, 1982. The interest penalty was imposed in
the 8udget Reconciliation Act of 1981. Riegle said the exemption {s necessary
because those states suffering the highest unemployment for the longest periods
simply cannot repay loans quickly to avoid fnterest charges.

Along with the huge dafly fnterest penalties that Michfgan and other high-
unemployment states are being forced to pay, {ndividual Michigan businesses
have also been required to pay a 0.3% penalty tax. The Riegle legislation
would ease this burden on businesses by changing some of the requirements (
that have forced fmposition of the penalty tax.

(more)
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The current regulations prevent a state from having an outstanding loan balance
higher than that of three years ago. Riegle's bi1) would remove that regulation
for obvious reasons: because of the M?h unemployment experienced by many states,
virtually no state will meet this requirement in the next two years, and the
penalty tax would stay in force.

The bi11 would also eliminate the criterfon that requires a state's average
tax rate to equal or exceed that state's average benefit cost rate for the
five prior years. According to Riegle, the current formula places too much
emphasis on prior years when economic conditions differed radically from today.
Riegle would replace the current "5-year average" with a new “"calendar year”
requirement that more accurately reflects both present-day economic conditions
and actfons that states have taken to get their Federal Unemployment Account
debts under control.

Senator Riegle safd: " 23 states owed money to the account at the end of 1982.
Another 13 states may become insolvent by the end of 1983 as a result of
escalating unemployment benefits. Now is the time for Congress to grant states
the opportunity to offset the devastating effects of the economic crisfis they
are experiencing.”

™The resolution of these problems requires a joint effort on the part of the
federal and state governments,” said Rfegle."The legislation 1 am {ntroducing
today will provide relief from interest pasments and penalty taxes for those
states reeling under the effects of a deep recessfon." ,

The Riegle measure was developed in consultation with state officials in
Michigan and fs a varfation of a bi1l introduced by Senator Rfegle in the
last Congress. Riegle said: "I have been fighting for two years to bring this
problem to the forefront of the Senate. In view of the fact that over a dozen
states now hdve similar problems, we have a pretty good chance to pass this
vitally-needed legislation to help Michigan citizens and businesses."”

Savings for Michigan--Unemployment Insurance Debt Bill
Interest Exemption (Effective January 1, 1983) '

$75-100 million 1983

75-100 mi1lion 1984

58 million 1985

18 nillion 1986
$226-276 willion Cumulative

Tax Savings for Michigan Businesses -
$69 mi11{on 1984 .

Source: Michigan Employment Security Commiss{on
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Senator Riegle.
Senator Levin? ‘

STATEMENT OF HON. CARL LEVIN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE
STATE OF MICHIGAN

Senator LeviN. M. Chairman, let me add first a note of thanks
to you. You have been directly, personally, deeply involved and
committed in this area. Last year, you along with a number of
other members of this committee took some action to help provide
some partial relief. It turned out to be very partial, but it was very
well intentioned, and may yet prove somewhat helpful.

Needless to say, with the problems we have now in Michigan and
other States, the problem is so massive that what we tried to do
last year is really a very small part of the solution, but again you
and other members of this committee have already demonstrated a
real commitment to providing some relief in this area, and we in
Michigan and other States with this problem are deeply grateful to
you and other members of this committee.

You mentioned a moment ago that it is important that States
help put their own houses in order, and attack their own deficits.
Senator Corbin comes todai; from the State capitol, where they are
doing exactly that, where they are drastically increasing taxes, and
where they are drastically cutting expenditures in order to meet
some of the financial problems they have in our home State of
~ Michigan. -

The problem we face here and the problem he will address him-
self to is making financial recovery very difficult in Michigan, de-
spite their best efforts at raising taxes and cutting benefits and ex-
penditures. The imposition of taxes in order to pay off interest and

rior debt in this area of these loans is making that recovery in
ichigan that much more difficult.

So, Senator Corbin comes to you from a State capitol where they
are making the efforts which you and many others of us believe
are necessary, and I know he will outline for you exactly what we
are doing in Michigan, and despite that fact, how the burdens of
the interest payments and the principal payments on these loans
from the unemployment fund are making recovery that much more
difficult, and are hampering recovery in the State of Michigan.

So, I do again want to thank you and other meémbers of this com-
mittee who have been so helpful. I am delighted to be here today
with Don Riegle to introduce an old friend and a very distinguished
member of the Michigan Senate, Gary Corbin. °

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

The record should certainly indicate that we have had tremen-
dous cooperation from both senators of Michigan, and we are going
to try to work something out. We know there are real problems.
We know that Michigan made drastic changes in a special session,
as I recall, was it last December? So you have bitten the bullet, and
I see you are getting ready to bite it again. We understand some of
the concerns of States like Michigan, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and
others, who have very serious problems.

We hope we can address them, and if we can, since the House
has now added an unemployment provision to social security, and



91

since that is germane, we may do something on the Senate side.
We are trying to keep other, nongermane amendments—I can
think of one in particular—away from that proposal.

So, we are happy to have you.

Senator LEVIN. Thank you again.

STATEMENT OF HON. GARY CORBIN, MAJORITY LEADER, MICHI-
GAN STATE SENATE, AND VICE CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL CONFER-
ENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES, ACCOMPANIED BY TIMOTHY
KALTENBACH, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, STATE DEMO-
CRATIC STAFF

Mr. CorBIN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I do know you must leave. I appreciate Senator Riegle’s and Sen-
ator Levin's kind remarks and introductions. I have been biting the
bullet so much the lead in my teeth is starting to hurt.

But I want to say before you leave that I met with Governor
Blanchard last night, and he wanted to express his deep apprecia-
tion also for your sensitivity to this issue and the opportunity to
meet with you in Chicago to discuss this issue.

The CHAIRMAN. He told us some of the tough things he had to do
\\i'lhich he admitted were counter to his philosophy, but he had to do
them.

Mr. CorBIN. They are drastic measures. Senator Noah Wenger,
chairman of the Labor and Retirement Committee of the Pennsyl-
vania Senate, has asked that I place in the record a statement on
his behalf, which I would be pleased to do.

Senator HeINz. Without objection, so ordered.

[The material referred to follows:)



. 92

STATEMENT OF
SENATOR NOAH W. WENGER, CHAIRMAN
SENATE LABOR & INDUSTRY COMMITTEE OF PENNSYLVANIA
T
THE U.S. SENATE FINANCE CCMMITTEE
MARCH 3, 1983

The current federal unemployment compensation loan repayment provisions will

penalize states for high unemployment, For 1983 alone, these provisions will

cost Pennsylvania $100 million in Interest charges and force our employers to
pay an additional $70 million in federal unemployment compensation taxes atﬂa\
time when we can least afford it,

Over the past decade, Pennsylvania has been struggling with back to back
recessions which have increased demands for government services and reduced the
revenues needed to pay for them,

The two greatest problems we must solve in 1983 are an estimated $235 _
million budget deficit and a $2.8 billion unemployment compensation debt. The
solutions to these problems will be pajnful - increased taxes when many of owr
taxpayers are struggling to make ends meet and/or a reduction in government
services when they are needed most.

In addition to these economic difficulties-this year, we are faced with an
automatic federal tax increase on our employers and a $100 million interest
payment to the federal government., ‘These measures are part of the Federal
Unemployment Tax Act that were designed to recoup loans made to state's to pay
unemployment compensation benefits and to encourage states to balance their
unemployment compensation systems,

In 1980, Pennsylvania moved very forcefully to correct the imbalance in its
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system and to generate sufficient funds to begin reducing its debt to the,
federal government., Changes in benefit eligibility were made resulting in
reductions in program costs of $150 million per year. Bmployer taxes were
increased by an annwal total of $400 million ini.tially, increasing by another
$100 million in 1982. This was the largest single business tax ir_\ctease in the
history of our state, Changes totaling $650 million dollars in annual
improvement to the fund can certainly be characterized as the most serious kind
of effort on the part of my state. Based upon the economic projections
available in 1980, we were confident that the major reforms enacted by our
legislature would have the immediate effect of putting our fund into the black,
thus permitting repayment of our debt over a period of time.

To enhance our ability to do so, Pennsylvania also worked to have the
federal unemployment compensation loan repayment provisions made more
reasonable. We urged Congress to allow a freeze of the automatic federal tax
increase if a state met solvency conditions and we accepted interest on future
bo;rowing as a deterent to future borrowina.

At the time it was predicted that the economy wou’d begin to improve in late
1981, tnfortunately, the economy stagnated and by mid 1982, Pennsylvania was
experiencing record high unemployment. The effect on our Unemployment
Oompensation Fund was devastating., Llast year we spent twice as much as we-
brought in for unemployment compensation despite the 1980 amendments to our law.
Both the federal and state Departments of Labor had predicted that Pennsylvania
would borrow little or nothing in 1982,

We ask that you review the present loan repayment provisions and interest
charges in light of economic conditions, m recognize that the increased
repayment provisions and the interest charges are needed to discourage states’

from continual borrowing. We only ask that you give us a chance to recover from

19-070 O—83——17
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our current economic woes before you impose penalties. -
More changes will be needed in our Unemployment Compensation laws. Our

Governor is in the process of developing comprehensive changes to our

unemployment compensation system which we expect to act upon in the very near

future,

Please help us to solve this problem rather than to be drowned by it,
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
SENATE RESOLUTION No. 18

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

MeMORIAL12ING CONGRESS TO TAKE CERTAIN ACTIONS RELATING TO UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION-

WHEREAS, UNEMPLOYMENT IN PENNSYLVANIA AND THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES 1S AT
A HIGH LEVEL; AND

WHEREAS, Many PENNSYLVANIANS WILL LOSE THEIR INCOME WHEN THE FEDERAL
SuPPLEMENTAL COMPENSATION PROGRAM EXPIRES; THEREFORE BE 1T

RESOLVED (THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING), THAT THE GENERAL
AsSEMBLY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA MEMORIAL12E THE CONGRESS OF THE
UNITED STATES TO ADOPT LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD ADD ADDITIONAL WEEKS OF TOTALLY
FEDERALLY FUNDED FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL COMPENSATION AND THAT THE FEDERAL
SupPLEMENT COMPENSATION PROGRAM BE EXTENDED BY CONGRESS FOR AT LEAST SIX MONTHS;
AND BE 1T FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS TO ADOPT LEGISLATION TO pénnlr THE WAIVER OF INTEREST
DUE ON LOANS MADE BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO THE STATE FOR UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION PURPOSES AND THAT THE PROVISIONS REQUIRING PAYMENT ON INTEREST ON
FUTURE LOANS BE SUSPENDED UNTIL AT LEAST DecemBer 31, 1984; anp

RESOLVED, THAT COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION BE TRANSMITTED TO THE PRESIDING
OFFICERS OF EACH House OF CONGRESS AND TO EACH MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM

PENNSYLVANIA.
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Mr. CorBIN. Mr. Chairman, I have prepared a lengthy statement
which I do not plan to read. I presented that to the committee. 1
thought this morning that I might be able to express not only on -
behalf of the National Conference of State Legislatures, but also on
behalf of the State of Michigan, our concern in two areas particu-
larlfr. My statement that I presented to the committee basically
deals with the extension of Federal supplemental compensation,
and also the suspension of interest requirements on future loans
and a cap on the penalty FUTA tax.

Those are the two specific areas I am attempting to address and
have addressed in my lengthy remarks, but I would like to share in
a little more personal detail where I have come from.

I serve as the floor leader of the Michigan Senate. I chair the
Senate Finance Committee, and as was mentioned before, 1 am the
vice chairman of the Senate Labor Committee. -

Michigan has undoubtedly been hit the hardest of any State by
unemployment figures that have stayed in the double digits for
over 30 months, since 1980. I served in the Michigan Senate in the
Flint, Genesee County area. In my district, the city of Flint has suf-
fered unemployment in an excess of 23 percent. In Genesee County,
a large, urban county, the rate of unemﬁloyment is over 21 per-
cent. I feel too well qualified to speak on this subject.

I have served now my ninth year in the Michigan Senate. Prior to
that I was a county commissioner for 4 years in Genesee County,
and during that time I served that community for 6% years as a
minister of a church.

I bring to you today facts and figures, and there is a tendency for
me as well as anyone else to forget faces and names, but my previ-
ous calling helps remind me.

The incidence of child abuse and spouse abuse, the incidence of
crime, mental health problems are extremely grave in our commu-
nity. We have attempted to address them as best we can, both from
a public posture and also, in a sense, from the private community
responding to those needs, and yet those names and faces come
back to haunt us.

What we do, and the opportunities you have to assist at this
point today and in the future perhaps will not change the names
and faces. Those pains will be with us for decades to come, and we
will have to ﬁay for them in some form or fashion, but maybe we
can resolve that that pain does not need to be extended to others.

In serving that community, I hope to bring those names and
faces to my Senate district.

We are proud Americans in Michigan, as well as there are proud
Americans in many other States, and when we are faced with prob-
lems, we attempt to respond to them. We are not satisfied to say
that it is sameone else’s problem. As you well know, Michigan has
been a high wage per capita income State. We are not displeased
with that. We have also had the opportun%y to be a high tax-
paying State. We are not displeased at that. We know that our tax
dollars in Michigan have gone to share in meeting needs through-
out this Nation and this world, to solve many problems.

We are asking today that when we have met difficult times, that
we have a sense of response, too. We are in the midst of those diffi-
culties. Your response to us would be most gratifying. You have re-
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sponded to us in the past. We have deeply appreciated that. We ask
for that response again.

We have made many changes in the way we do business in

Michigan. As chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, I have
had to deal with ever%vtax increase that Michigan has undergone
in the last few years. We raised our transportation taxes last year.
It was needed.
. The infrastructure in Michigan was crumbling. We needed to
keep it and maintain it if our economic base was to be strength-
-ened into the future. We faced that obligation in spite of an elec-
tion year, and passed the tax. We passed the temForary increase in
our State income tax in the midst, once again, of an election year,
because of the obligations of our budget.

By the way, Michigan is required to have a balanced budget. We
have done exactly that for the last several years. If I might contin- .
ue, Mr. Chairman.

Senator HEINZ. Please proceed. In fairness to the chairman, the
real chairman, we have a number of witnesses, so try not to exceed
it too much.

Mr. CorsIN. I will try to contain my remarks.

If we would use the President’s formula that he expressed to the
Nation in the state of the Union, a freeze of Federal spending and
not allow growth to exceed inflation, had we placed that same for-
mula into our budget in 1979 and 1980 in Michigan and kept it
there, we would be able to spend an additional $1 billion today over
what we are spending.

We are spending less actual dollars in our general fund budget
this year than we were in our 1979-80 budget year. We have re-
duced our purchasing power by 30 to 35 percent. I have received
from the House of Representatives yesterday in the Senate Finance
Committee an increase in our income tax once again of 38 percent.
In fact, I would encourage some of you to join me in that commit-
tee to add a quorum. We need some statesmen in the Senate side,
too.
Senator HEINz. Looking around, we may need some of yours, too.

General laughter.]

r. CorBIN. But we also dealt with our unemployment problem.
We tackled that at the end of last year under the leadership of our
former Governor, Governor Milliken, and under the encourage-
ment of our Governor-elect, Governor Blanchard, the legislature
met a desperate problem. We increased our taxes on the employer-
based community of our State in the next 4 years by over $2.5 bil- -
lion. We feel that our obligation to repay our debt is a legitimate
obligation, and we have not only talked about it, we have respond-
ed to it, and we have increased that tax.

Working men and women in our State have undergone addition-
al burdens, too, in the reduction of benefits, the freezing of any es-
calation of benefits into the future, and also additional costs in re-
lationship to benefit qualification requirements, at a cost of over
$1.1 billion. Qur community has attempted to respond, and we will
continue to do so.

Our question today, though, is, could we not get a continued re-
sponse from this committee and this body in relationship to our
continued interests costs that are now costing the State of Michi-
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gan $2.50 every second, $216,000 a day in interest costs alone,
taking immense quantities of capital investment out of our State
when we need capital investment so importantly?

So, our question and our plea to you is the continuation of your
sensitivity to this issue.

We would be happy to attempt to answer questions.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Corbin follows:}
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SENATOR GARY CORBIN

Mr. CHATRMAN, MeMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: My NAME 1S GARY CORBIN AND | SERVE
AS THE MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER OF THE MICHIGAN SENATE, AND AS VICE-CHATRMAN OF THE
SeNATE LABOR COMMITTEE. | AM HERE TODAY TO SHARE WITH YOU MY VIEWS AND THE
vIEWS OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES ON THE TOPIC OF i
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION. LET ME FIRST ADDRESS THE PROPOSAL MADE BY THE ﬂ,fu

&L

ADMINTISTRATION, AND THEN CONCERNS ABOUT THE U.I. PROGRAM ITSELF. 3

THE NCSL AND | BOTH URGE YOU TO EXTEND THE FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL COMPENSATION
PROGRAM (FSC) AS LITERALLY MILLIONS OF PEOPLE ARE CURRENTLY UNEMPLOYED, HAVE
EXHAUSTED THEIR UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS, AMD STILL HAVE NO IMMEDIATE HOPE OF
FINDING A JOB. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THESE ADDITIONAL BENEFITS CONTINUE TO BE
PAID FROM FEDERAL GENERAL REVENUES RATHER THAN EITHER STATE OR FEDERAL U.l.
TRUST FUNDS BECAUSE THE PROLONGED RECESSION HAS LEFT NO RESERVE IN THESE
EMPLOYER PAID TRUST FUNDS TO COVER THE COST, AND BECAUSE THE PROGRAM IS REALLY
ONE OF INCOME SUPPORT DURING AN ECONOMIC RECESSION, SOMETHING THE TRUST FUNDS
WERE NEVER MEANT TQ FINANCE.

THE ADMINISTRATION 1S PROPOSING TO CHANGE THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR
THIS EXTENSTON OF FSC. BECAUSE OF THE SEVERE LEVEL OF UNEMPLOYMENT, | CAN SEE
NO REASON TO CHANGE THEM AT THIS TIME. TwO VERSIONS OF THE PROGRAM HAVE BEEN
ENACTED WITHOUT ANY PATTERN OF ABUSE: 1O CHANGE THE PROGRAM NOW WOULD
ARBITRARILY EXCLUDE SOME RECIPIENTS FROM FURTHER BENEFITS, PERSONS WHO HAVE
ALREADY BEEN OUT OF WORK AT LEAST ONE YEAR- B

WITHIN THE PROGRAM ITSELF THE ADMINISTRATION IS PROPOSING CHANGES TO ALLOW
THESE FUNDS TO BE USED FOR JOB TRAINING PURPOSES OR AS A WAGE SUBSIDY FOR AN
EMPLOYER. THERE IS AN IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JOB CREATION AND JOB
TRAINING: [N THE STATE OF MICHIGAN TODAY, THERE ARE FEW IF ANY EMPLOYERS UNABLE
TO HIRE PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY LACK THE TRAINING NEEDED FOR A SPECIFIC JOB. OuR

PROBLEM 1S THE NEED FOR THE JOBS THEMSELVES. A WAGE SUBSIDY OF A FEW HUNDRED
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DOLLARS WILL NOT ENTICE A COMPANY TO HIRE SOMEONE IF THERE IS NO JOB AVAILABLE.
FURTHER IT WOULD BE A DISIMCENTIVE TO HIRING PERSONS WHO MAD EXHAUSTED ALL
BENEFITS IN FAVOR OF THOSE WHO STILL MAD FSC' BENEFITS AVAILABLE-

If THERE WERE TO BE CHANGES IN THE PROGRAM, LET ME MAKE A FEW SUGGESTIONS
FROM MICHIGAN'S POINT OF VIEW. FIRST, THE JOB SEARCH PROVISIONS SHOULD BE
SIMPLIFIED AND MADE MORE REALISTIC ‘BOTH FROM THE STATE ADMINISTRATIVE VIEW POINT
AS WELL AS FROM THE CLIENT'S. THERE ARE MANY AREAS OF THE COUNTRY WHERE THERE
ARE ONLY A FEW MAJOR EMPLOYERS: IN SUCH CASES, WHETHER OR NOT THEY HAVE ANY
JOBS IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE IN THE COMMUNITY. THE USE OF LIMITED RESOURCES BY A
CLIENT TO CONTINUALLY VISIT THESE PLANTS OR BUSINESSES, OR TO CONTINUALLY VISIT
SMALLER EMPLOYERS ON AN ALMOST WEEKLY BASIS AND TO REPORT ALL OF THIS TO THE
STATE IS A POINTLESS AND EXPENSIVE REQUIREMENT. RULgs AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
JOB SEARCH COMPONENT FOR FSC SHOULD BE MUCK MORE FLEXIBLE TO ALLOW STATES TO
RESPOND TO THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION AS IT VARIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND
WITHIN EACH STATE.

SOME SERIOUS CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO REVERSING THE ORDER OF BENEFIT
PROGRESSION IN ORDER TO MOVE ALL UNEMPLOYED WORKERS DIRECTLY FROM THE BAsIc U.l.
BENEFITS TO THE FSC PROGRAM, WITH THE EXTENDED BENEFITS PROGRAM (EB) BEING THE
LAST BENEFITS AVAILABLE. THOSE 21 STATES STILL PAYING EB BECAUSE OF THEIR HIGH
LEVEL UNEMPLOYMENT ARE AT A DISADVANTAGE BECAUSE EB BENEFITS ARE suppORTED 50%
BY STATE TRUST FUNDS AND 1007 BY THE EMPLOYER TAX. THE FSC PROGRAM 1S AN
ADMISSION THAT THE NATIONAL ECONOMY IS CAUSING A SEVERE DISRUPTION IN THE SEARCH
FOR EMPLOYMENT. THE DIFFERING NUMBER OF WEEKS AVAILABLE TO VARIOUS STATES
ALREADY POINT OUT THAT THE PROBLEM IS MORE SERIOUS IN SOME STATES THAN IN
OTHERS. [T IS OMLY LOGICAL TO EXTEND THE THIS CONCEPT FURTHER AND TO REMOVE THE
PENALTY CURRENTLY EXTRACTED FROM HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT STATES, I.E: THE PAYMENT OF
13 weeks oF EB FROM EMPLOYER TAXES, BEFORE THE FEDERAL SUPPORT 1S AVAILABLE TO
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THE JOBLESS IN THOSE STATES.

Now LET ME TURN TO AN ISSUE THAT 1S EQUALLY GRAVE AND WHICH WAS NOT A PART
OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSAL, THAT IS, THE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF THE
OMN1BUS RECONCILIATION AcT oF 1981. [N THAT LEGISLATION, STATES WERE FIRST
REQUIRED TO PAY INTEREST ON LOANS ADVANCED TO THEM FROM THE FEDERAL TRUST FUND,
BUT, IN EXCHANGE FOR TAKING STEPS TO INSURE GREATER SOLVENCY OF THEIR STATE
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE PROGRAMS, THEY WERE GIVEN RELIEF FROM THE AUTOMATIC
REDUCTION OF THEIR EMPLOYER TAX CREDIT. THE STANDARDS ESTABLISHED WERE INTENDED
TO PROVIDE FURTHER INCENTIVE TO STATES TO STRENGTHEN THEIR PROGRAMS. THE
BURDEN OF THE INTEREST COST ITSELF WAS INTENDED AS A MAJOR INCENTIVE; THE

ﬂPENALTY TAX CAP WAS DESIGNED TO HELP ANY STATE WHICH WAS TEMPORARILY
EXPERTENCING HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT AND WHICH HAD MADE SIGNIFICANT REFORMS [N THEIR
PROGRAMS TO NOT BE ASSESSED THE FULL BURDEN OF THE TAX CREDIT REDUCTIGH.

I AM HERE TODAY ON BEHALF OF THE NCSL AnD THE STATE OF MICHIGAN TO SAY THAT
THIS PAIR OF INCENTIVES IS HAVING A SERIOUS COMBINED EFFECT ON A NUMBER OF
STATES EXPERIENCING HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT, AND TO ASK THAT THE LEGISLATION YOU ARE
ABOUT TO CONSIDER TO EXTEND THE FSC PROGRAM BE BROADENED TO ADDRESS THIS
PROBLEM. THE NAT10NAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGlSL;TURES IN DecemBer ofF 1981
RECOGNIZING THE PROBLEMS OF SEVERELY HIGH LEVELS OF UNEMP.OYMENT IN CERTAIN
ECONOMIC SECTORS AND REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY, ADOPTED A POLICY STATING THAT IF A
STATE'S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE WAS A1 A GIVEN PERGENTAGE OR MORE ABOVE THE NATIONAL
AVERAGE, AND IF THAT STATE TIGHTENED ITS ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS AND THUS IMPROVED
THE SOLVENCY OF ITS FROGRAM, THAT STATE SHOULD BE RELIEVED OF INTEREST COSTS AND
FROM ANY FURTHER DECREASE IN THEIR EMPLOYER TAX CREDIT UNTIL THEIR UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE CAME BACK WITHIN THAT PERCENTAGE RANGE. THE INTENTION WAS™=AND THIS POLICY
WAS ADOPTED BY 3/4 OF THE STATES--TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY RELIEF TO STATES

EXPERIENCING VERY HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT ALONG WITH ENCOURAGING THEM TO TAKE STEPS TO
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IMPROVE THE SOLVENCY OF THEIR PROGRAMS. | AM ASKING THAT THE FEDERAL ‘
LEGISLATION BE CHANGED TO RUFLECT THIS SAME UNDERSTANDING. '

CURRENTLY, IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR THE CAP ON THE FUTA PENALTY TAX A STATE
MUST DEMONSTRATE THAT:

1. THe NET SOLVENCY OF ITS U.. SYSTEM HAS NOT DIMINISHED;

2. THERE HAVE BEEN NO DECREASES IN ITS UNEMPLOYMENT TAX EFFORT;

3. ITS AVERAGE TAX RATE FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR EQUALS OR EXCEEDS 1TS

AVERAGE BENEFIT COST RATE FOR THE PRIOR FIVE YEARS; AND

4. THE OUTSTANDING LOAN BALANCE AS OF SEPTEMBER 30TH OF THE

CALENDAR YEAR 1S NOT GREATER THAN ON THE THIRD PRECEDING
SePTEMBER 30.

THE CRITERIA FOR OBTAINING THE CAP HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY MORE DIFFICULT TO
SATISFY. IN 1981 anD 1982, onLY CRITERIA (1) AND (2) NEEDED TO BE SATISFIED FOR
CAP ELIGIBILITY. BEGINNING IN 1983, HOWEVER, ALL FOUR CRITERIA MUST BE
SATISFIED. [T IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT ONLY ONE STATE OF THOSE HOLDING LOANS
WIL BE ABLE TO QUALIFY FOR THIS CAP.

AT THE €ND OF 1982, FIFTEEN STATES HELD INTEREST BEARING LOANS AND ALL
OUTSTANDING LOAN BALANCES TOTALLED $10.6 BILLION: In January oF 1983, 19 staTes
REQUESTED LOANS TOTALLING $1.4 BILLION; AT THAT POINT 24 STATES HAD OUTSTANDING
LOANS. CURRENT PROJECTIONS ARE THAT BY THE END OF 1983, 35 STATES WILL HAVE
BORROWED FUNDS TO PAY UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE.BENEFITS, AND BY THE END OF FY
1984, 39 STATES WILL HAVE BORROWED. THE TOTAL STATE U.[. LOAN DEBT IS PROJECTED
70 BE $16.9 BILLION IN FY 1983 anp $23.3 BILLION IN FY 1984. THE FUTA oFFser
CREDIT REDUCTIONS WILL RAISE $622 MILLION IN FY 1983 anD $976 miLLION IN FY
1984. THE CREDIT REDUCTIONS ARE ACTUAL LOSSES OF INCOME TO STATE TRUST FUNDS:
THE PRESIDENT's FY 1984 BUDGET PROJECTED THAT FOUR YEAR TOTALS (FY 1983 To FY
1986) wouLD BE:
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STATE LOANS -~ $24 BILLION
InteResT oweD - $4.8 BILLION
CREDIT REDUCTIONS - $6.2 BILLION.

THESE ARE VERY SIGNIFICANT FIGURES TO STATES WHICH ARE EXPECTING CONTINUED
LOW REVENUES AND HIGH PROGRAM COSTS FOR THE COMING TWO YEARS REGARDLESS OF THE
SPEED OF THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY. THE 1975 EXPERIENCE TAUGHT US THAT A ONE TO TWO
YEAR LAG IN STATE RECOVERIES IS TO BE EXPECTED. -

MicHIGAN'S STORY 1S, [ THINK, A SOBERING LXAMPLE OF THE RECESSION’'S AFFECT
ON THE INCENTIVES ENACTED IN 1981. (MICHIGAN INFORMATION.

1. UnemPLOYMENT

2. REFORMS ENACTED

3. CoST OF INTEREST

4. CosT OF PENALTY TAX) _

MR. CHAIRMAN, | BRING YOU THESE CONCERNS WHILE AT THE SAME TIME EXPRESSING
10 YoU MICKHIGAN'S GRATITUDE FOR LANGUAGE WHICH WAS INCLUDED IN THE TAX EauiTy
AND FiscaL ResPoNsIBILITY ACT oF 1982 wHICH DID PROVIDE SOME RELIEF THROUGH A
TEMPORARY DEFERRAL. HOWEVER, THE RECESSION HAS BEEN MUCH DEEPER THAN ANYONE
EXPECTED. | ASK PERMISSION TO PLACE IN THE RECORD A STATEMENT BY SENATOR HNOAH
WENGER OF PENNSYLVANIA IN BEHALF OF THE PeNNSYLVANIA SENATE. In 1980, THeY
ENACTED REFORMS WHICH BOTH THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR SHOULD HAVE KEPT THEM FROM ANY FURTHER BORROWING THROUGH
1983. BuT THIS YEAR THEY ARE FACING $100 MILLION IN INTEREST PAYMENTS AND $170
MILLION IN GREATER CREDIT REDUCTIONS.

THE RECESSION HAS ALSO HURT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS' RESOURCES AND WE ARE
AWARE OF THIS. HOWEVER, IN THE SPIRIT OF STATE-FEDERAL COOPERATION IN WHICH THE
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE PROGRAM WAS DEVELOPED, | COMMEND TO YOU THE NEED TO

ADDRESS THESE SERIOUS BURDENS ON STATES WHICH HAVE ACTED TO STRENGTHEN THEIR
STATE PROGRAM AND WHO ABE SUFFERING MORE THAN OTHER STATES FROM THE EFFECTS

OF THE RECESSION,
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Senator HEINz. Senator Corbin, thank you very much. You were
here, I think, when Governor Thompson presented his testimony to
the committee. He has made a proposal on behalf of the National
Governors Association which he indicated was unanimously adopt-
ed by them for dealing with the State debt issue. Do you support
what the Governors have recommended? If not, in what particulars
would you differ?

Mr. CorsBIN. Senator Heinz, I was not here when the Governor
made his remarks. I was here at the close, during some of the
questions, where I received some of that information.

lS'?enator HEeINz. Are you familiar with the outline of his propos-
als?

Mr. CorsIN. I am somewhat familiar with his recommendations,
and in general those are recommendations we could certainly sup-
port. We have made strides, first of all, in increasing taxes on our
employer community, reducing our benefits, which would meet
many of the guidelines. In spite of that, the questions that are
being raised by an additional four criteria for the FUTA penalty °
cap that are being suggested now are qualifications that even we
would have difficulty reaching.

I think the Governor’s approach about the cap here is one we
probably could reach and qualify.

Senator HEiNz. When I asked Governor Thompson about some
kind of formulation, he stipulated that some kind of percentage im-
provement in the solvency—he mentioned some percentage figures,
30, 40, or 25, 35, 50 percent, that is a little more than you need to
do—a formulation whereby within 3 years solvency would be re-
stored. Is that possible for a State like Michigan? -

Mr. CorsiIN. The 30-percent figure, we think, is a realistic picture
in terms of what we have been able to accomplish. We have in-
creased our employer tax by 50 percent in this next year alone in
terms of an employer tax of $350 million, an additional almost $200
million in a reduction of employee benefits, for a total of over $530
million to be added into the system of repayment in this coming
fiscal year.

Senator Heinz. The tough question that the Senate Finance
Committee will be confronted with after the Senate Budget Com-
mittee and we negotiate, as I am sure we will, an amount of money
to reduce the budget deficit by, is, if we provide relief from interest
for 1983 and 1984, as you and Governor Thompson suggest, where
are we going to find that money here in the Finance Committee?

The answer, take it out of the defense budget, is not one we can
use in this committee. We will do what we think is right on the
defense budget, but that will not help here. Do you have any sug-
gestions as a fellow chairman of a finance committee that deals
with these kinds of issues where we should look either to increase
revenues or cut spending somewhere within the jurisdiction of this
committee?

Mr. CorsiIN. I certainly do not have specific recommendations at
this time. I appreciate the difficulty you face in terms of a budget
deficit that yov are attempting to respond to, and attempting to
close the gap. We are attempting that same dilemma in the State
of Michigan. We have a $900 million budget deficit this year. In



- vidua

105

lt)erénstof general fund spending, that is about one-quarter of our
udget. _ :

Senator HEinz. My time is about to expire. I would like to ask
one last question, which is, on the House side, they have extended
the unemployment compensation program for Federal supplemental
benefits, and in doing so for additional weeks they have reduced
benefits by one-third, as I understand it. Is that correct? In the
House side of this-Capitol, not yours—have you followed that?

Mr. CorBIN. I am sorry, I cannot respond in specifics to what the
House action has been.

Senator HEiINz. It is my understanding they reduced the unem-
gloyment compensation benefit under the supplemental program

one-third. Is that too much? Can people in your State survive,
those that would qualify?

Mr. CorBIN. What is happening in our State for such long-term
unem{)loyment is that the case loads of ADCU, unemployed indi-

s who never thought they would seek social service assist-
ance in any form, are at a rate of over 45,000, increasing at a rate
of 4,500 a month. Benefits have been exhausted, and also, conse-
quent to that, their asset test being eliminated.

The only means of survival for many citizens in our community
are the unemployment benefits there and the potential extended
benefits. All of us hope that economic recovery is around the
corner, but we have been through such a long siege of recession, we
cannot hope on too many things. We have to be realistic. That eco-
nomic benefit of increased and sustained supplemental benefits
means survival for many of our communities.

Senator Heinz. Thank you very much.

Senator Bradley?

Senator BRabLEY. Thank you very much.

Welcome, and I would like to ask a couple of questions.

Are you familiar with the administration’s proposals generally,
the proposal in particular that they would allow States to use up to
2 percent of their projected current year revenues from their trust
fundg to finance retraining for unemployment insurance claim-
ants?

Of course, in Michiagn we know this iz a kind of superfluous
uestion, because you do not have any money to be able to do this.
ut in concept, does this make any sense to you? It does not to me,

just as a guide. 3

Mr. CorBIN. Our immediate problem, although there will be re-
training funds, our immediate problem is jobs, and if we retrain
someone for a job that is nonexistent, we have not assisted the im-
mediate dilemma of that person, at least in our sector.

Senator BRADLEY. The second proposal they make is a job vouch-
er program. Under this a worker eligible for FSE would be allowed
to take his unemployment cash benefits in the form of a job vouch-
er. Does that make any sense to you? Is it applicable at all to
Michigan?

Mr. CorBIN. I am not sure that would be a great incentive to em-
ployers if there was not a job, and second, it might create a disin-
centive for those who have been unemployed for long periods of
time to be employed. ~

Senator BRADLEY. I agree with your answers on both of those.
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On the question of extending the amount of time a person has to
work before they qualify for FSE from 20 weeks to 30 weeks, does
that make any sense to you? Will that cause administrative prob-
lems for State agencies, or do you think that a 30-week period rep-
resents a stronger attachment to the work force? ‘

Mr. CorBIN. There are many ple in my community who wish
they could get 20 weeks of employment a year. We have extended
the requirements in our week from 14 to 18 to 20, and yet many
people are unemployed for a short period of time, reemployed for a
short period of time, hoping that means security for their future, to
find their life being trampled on again after 5, 6, or 8 weeks. Thirty
weeks seems to be rather excessive.

Senator BRADLEY. ] agree with you. Now, what you have is a situ-
ation where a few States, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois,
and a few other States are in very serious problems. I think what
the committee is grappling with is a rationale as to how we can
assist those States even more than we assist other States, and what
would be the national rationale for such an effort?

It seems to me one of the places we might look to try to find that
rationale is in the basis in which we now reimburse States for
AFDC and medicaid. That is, based upon tax effort, essentially, and
what the fiscal status of the State is measured by, per capita
income. We do not measure things like how much income they get
from energy revenues, nor, more appropriately in your circum-
stance, less in mine, but certainly in Senator Heinz’, do we meas-
ure fiscal capacity in terms of the effect of a prolonged recession on
the ability of a State government to raise revenues and keep a
sound fiscal house in order?

So, the thought occurs to me that maybe when we consider these
unemployment issues, we might want to take into consideration
the effect of a prolonged recession on a State, and since it is unlike-
ly, although possible, that we will increase the Federal match for
certain States that have high unemployment, it is at least possible
that because of the effect of that prolonged recession on States, we
could have a rationale for increasing at least the forgiveness or the
lenienc{1 or the reimbursement for unemployment costs, and cer-
tainly the effect of the debt pileup in the States.

Does that make any sense to you?

Mr. CorBIN. It makes very much sense, Senator Bradley, in the
sense that we are at a 50-percent reimbursement rate. If we, for
instance, were at a 60-percent reimbursement rate, we probably
would be able to pay $250 million of our unemployment debt.

Senator BRADLEY. I am sure Senator Heinz of Pennsylvania
would have an equally startling number, because as I look at the
number in Pennsylvania, you have 54-percent reimbursement.
Now, the issue is, if Michigan had the national reimbursement rate
essentially, you would be able to repay how much? .

Mr. CorBIN. If it were at 60, our calculation would be approxi-
mately $250 million. -

Senator BRADLEY. So if on issues like AFDC and medicaid, you
were getting from the Federal Government what the average is for
the country, your State budget would free up $250 million with
which you could repay your debt.

Mr. CorsiN. Absolutely.
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Senator BRADLEY. I think that is a very important point, and one
that we will want to consider in the course of these deliberations as
perhaps providing a rationale for some greater assistance to hard
pressed States in the country.

Mr. CorBIN. Thank you.

Senator BRADLEY. Thank you very much.

Senator HEINzZ. Senator Corbin, one last question. You mentioned
that your interest payment on the State debt amounted to some-
thing like $2.50 a minute. Is that correct? :

Mr. CoraIN. A second.

Senator HEINZ. For those of us who do not have our microchip
imported Japanese calculators, could you describe what the impact
of that 10-percent interest is in your State beyond that rather dra-
matic number?

Mr. CorsIN. Approximately $75 million a year.

Senator HeINz. To what extent, what have you had to do or give
up in order to finance that kind of payment?

Mr. CorBIN. The decisions of the legislature joined by both the
preceding Governor and the Governor-elect last year is to refinance
the unemployment compensation system. That will mean over a

riod of 4 years an increase in employer taxes of close to $2.5 bil-

ion, on top of the base of $2.7 billion paid in the last 4 years by
employers.
nator HEINZ. That is a dramatic and fearsome increase.

Mr. CorsiN. It certainly is. Coupled with that, there has been a
reduction in benefits, a freezing of benefits and stringent eligibility
requirements at a cost of approximately $1.1 billion.

nator HeiNz. On what kind of base?

Mr. CorBIN. Over a period of 4 years, the employer base will be
considered, so taking those two together to repay our Federal debt
of close to $4 billion, we think is sufficient to do that. The contin-
ued interest, though, that I had expressed before is money that
could be reinvested by our employer community in our own State,
and it is that capital investment that we have a very serious con-
cern for, that capital investment loss that we are very seriousl
concerned about in Michigan. It is a catch-22. We are paying o
our debt in a timely fashion, but in so doing, we deny ourselves the
oppl())lrtunity to expand in the future to solve our unemployment
problem.

Senator HeiNz. Senator Corbin, thank you very much. We appre-
ciate your being here.

Mr. CorBIN. Thank you.

Senator HEINz. Our next witness is Hon. Rudy Boschwitz, Sena-
tor from the State of Minnesota. Senator Boschwitz. :

Senator Boschwitz, we are delighted to have you before the com-
mittee. Please proceed.

STATEMENT OF HON. RUDY BOSCHWITZ, A U.S. SENATOR FROM
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Senator BoscHwirz. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I testified before your committee very recently on another
matter, and | am pleased to be back again today to talk about un-
employment compensation. I am particularly pleased because we
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do have some structural unemployment in the northeastern part of
our State. As business returns, that unemployment may well not
go away. It is with that in mind that I am here today particularly
addressing the problems of the so-called Iron Range of Minnesota.

As you know, Mr. Chairman, I introduced legislation in January
to extend the safety net for those who have been hardest hit by the
recession, the unemployed. MFy bill would extend the unemploy-
‘ment benefits, the so-called Federal supplemental compensation,
for an additional 6 months. This would push fhe ending date of
FSC back to September 30, 1983. Without this extension, as you
well know, the program would have ended on March 31.

The need for this extension was vividly brought home to me in
January when I went up to the Iron Range of Minnesota with the
Governor of our State, and we held a town meeting together. The
Iron Range is a part of northeastern Minnesota that has felt the
pressures of our current economy as much as any other area in the
country. With its tremendous dependence on the depressed steel in-
dustry, the range is experiencing 20-percent unemployment, and
pockets of the area are experiencing unemployment two to three
times that.

Some people thought that a Republican Senator going up to the
Iron Range, as it is called, in such an atmosphere was a crazy thing
to do, but those critics were quite surprised. More than 400 people
packed a tiny theater in Hibbing, Minn., at the community college
up there, and some of those folks very rightfully did a good deal of
complaining, but more than that, I felt the sense of urgency in
those attending, that they truly realized the severity of their prob-
lem, and they were looking to the Government for help, and really,
they do not have elsewhere to look.

e participated in a valuable, constructive dialog. We talked
about the problems of unemployment, what could be done in the
long term, and what should be done in the short term to assist the
jobless. They really do not have somewhere else to look. People are
not quite as mobile, Mr. Chairman, as they used to be. You cannot
just sell your house and move elsewhere to get a job. You have to
replace that house with one costing probably two to three times
that amount at an interest rate much higher than most of the

mortgages people had.
" So, as a result, there is structural unemployment. People are
unable to move and be as mobile and seek new jobs when they live
on the Iron Range of Minnesota.

One of the ideas that was suggested by a fellow by the name of
Stan Daniels, a miner and union leader from Hibbing, was that the
FSC be extended to help people such as those on the Iron Range
who would desperately like to work but truly cannot. There simply
are not any jobs. :

I was happy to introduce that legislation when I returned to
Washington. I went to the White House, as a matter of fact, to dis-
cuss it with the President, who was also receptive. I was pleased to
see that the administration included this extension in its new pack-
age. I believe that package deserves serious attention. )

But I am here to talk about more than just an extension of the
FSC. My State of Minnesota had an unemployment rate of 10.4
percent in January, exactly what the national rate would be. But
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while that naticnal rate has fallen from 10.8 percent in December,
Minnesota’s rate has gone from 8.6 percent in November to 9.3 in
December, to 10.4 in anuarf'. Our unemployment is not decreas- -
ing. Our unemployment is still rising.

As of January 31, 220,000 Minnesotans are unemployed, but onl
125,000 are receiving unemployment benefits. Another 36,000 will
fall off the rolls in the next 3 to 4 weeks, so that the extension of
the FSC that we passed in December will expire for them. Every
week, an additional 1,000 or 2,000 more exhaust their benefits.

Mr. Chairman, the Iron Range mines taconite, a low grade of ore
processed into high grade pellets and then shipped to eastern steel
mills, many of them, Mr. Chairman, in your State, as a matter of
fact. When shipments are down, the port of Duluth suffers as well,
as ore and grain are the major commodities handled there. United
States Steel, of your State, Mr. Chairman, owns the largest mine in
the range, and they closed it June 6, 1982. That alone put 3,750
people out of work. They have reopened it to some degree, but still
thousands of people from that one plant are out of work.

Taconite pellet production dropped by over 40 percent from 1981
Itl?)812982’ falling from 49 million tons in 1981 to 29 million tons in

There is only limited relief in sight, as some sectors of the econo-
my begin to pick up. Steel has not, as you well know. However, the
problems of the Iron Range go way beyond the recession. Mr.
Chairman, the term “structural unemployment”’ is often used
when economists and others talk about unemployment, but we
rarely hear about it when Congress puts together programs for the
unemployed.

Here today we will hear suggestions and recommendations from
many people on how to solve the unemployment problem or how to
help the unemployed. I believe that before we try to rewrite the
Federal- Government's role and responsibility toward the unem-
ployed, we must first clearly differentiate between recession-related
unemployment and structural unemployment.

Recession-related unemployment comes about because during a
business downturn less goods are produced, less goods are shipped,
stored, or purchased, and this means fewer people are needed in
the whole stream of economic employment. So during a recession,
unemployment normally will increase, but as soon as the economy
picks up, those jobs will reappear. Normally, unemployment, how-
ever, is a lag type indicator. This is not the case with structural
unemployment.

Here, jobs are lost because of social or technological factors basi-

“cally unrelated to overall economic strength or weakness. These

people will not be aided by a jobs bill or a make work project
except in the very short term.

The Iron Range in Minnesota is a classic example. Taconite pel-
lets are used to make steel, and when the steel industry is in bad
shape, the taconite business is just as bad, if not worse. Close to
half the people in the Iron Range work in the mines or businesses
associated with them, so that when mines shut down, the towns
suffer greatly.

Today, the steel industry is in the midst of a vicious structural
shakeup, with which you are very familiar, in which demands for

19-070 0—83——8



110

.capital to modernize and boost productivity cannot be met because
of aging plants, hi%h labor costs, and lower cost imports which eat
away at any possible profits. -

The GAO reported in a 1981 study that 25 percent of the indus-
try’s plants are too old to compete with foreign plants, and that the
domestic production capacity 1s shrinking at such a rate that there
may be a problem in meeting domestic needs.

mployment in the steel industry has declined by 46 percent
since 1979. The Office of Technology Assessments estimates the in-
dustry will need an increase in capital spending and modernization
by approximately $3 hillion a year for the rest of this decade. Capi-
tal investment expenditures in 1981 were only $3.45 billion, up
sli%htly from the $3.4 billion in 1980,

he long-term debt in the industry is now more than 50 percent
of stockholders’ eciuity, and as a result, investment projects are
being either cancelled or deferred. Meanwhile, the automotive in-
dustry is shifting-to smaller, lighter cars in response to Govern-
ment mandated gas mileage requirements and consumer prefer-
ence. These shifts increase the amount of aluminum and plastic in
each car and decrease the amount of steel. The airline industry,
too, is shifting to lighter weight aluminum and away from steel.

Foreign competition is also increasing, not just from heavily gov-
ernment subsidized Europcan steel companies; in fact, throughout
the world they are catching up with us. Why? Because of the high
industrial wage rate ia the United States, giving the U.S. labor
costs of approximately $180 a ton shipped versus $143 for Germany
and $111 in Japan.

Labor’s productivity in this country has been growing slower
than any other manufacturing industry, and the aging, outdated,
inefficient plants, of course, add to the problem.

Unfortunately, Mr. Chairman, while the steel industry tries to
sort itself out, %eople dependent upon the industry have no work.
Many of them have spent all their working lives in the mines or
the mining industry, and cannot pull up and move on to another
trade or job at this point in their lives.

Government pro%rams have not addressed this type of unemﬁloy-
ment. We have only provided short-term help for those who have
lost their jobs-because of economic downturns. Rest assured, I am
not advocating an abandonment of those programs. I support them.
They are our responsibility. Instead, I ask my colleagues and others
here today to take afood%ok—atr the massive problem of structural
unemployment as well.

Should the Government aid the steel industry and other stagnat-
ing industries ani: wag we can? Can we raise tariff barriers, Gov-
ernment loans? Should we look at new technologies, such as the so-
called minimills? Should we concentrate on retraining programs?-
Should we use tax incentives, like the enterprise zone plan that
Senator Chafee and yourself, Senator Heinz, and I are so much in-
volved in? Should we give tax breaks to employers who hire the
long-term unemployed? Should we create-regional incentives for
hard hit areas in that plan that I particularly like? Or is this not a
proper role for Government?

ose are the types of questions we should be asking when we
talk about unemployment. I hope this committee, the administra-
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tion, and the Committee on Labor and Human Resources will work
with me and work with each other to come up with a fresh ap-
proach, something more than simply extending unemployment
benefits and countercyclical jobs bills,

The President has made a good first step, but we must carry on
from there.

I thank the committee for this opportunity to talk about struc-
tural unemployment that particularly concerns the northeastern
part of my State, where people simply are not, even when the re-
cession recovers, where people will be hard pressed to regain the
initiative in their own lives.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Senator Boschwitz follows:]
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STATEMENT BY SENATOR RupY BoscHWITZ
BEFORE THE SENATE FINANCE COMITTEE
MArcH 3, 1983

Mr. CHAIRMAN, | APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THIS OPPORTUNITY
TO COME BEFORE THI1S COMMITTEE AND DISCUSS MY THOUGHTS ON THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARD THE UNEMPLOYED.

As You KNOW, I INTRODUCED LEGISLATION IN JANUARY TO EXTEND
THE SAFETY NET FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN HARDEST HIT BY THE
RECESSION -- THE UNEMPLOYED. My BILL WILL EXTEND THE PROGRAM
OF EXTRA UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS, THE SO-CALLED FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL
CoMPeNSATION (FSC) PROGRAM FOR AN ADDITIONAL SIX MONTHS., THIS
WOULD PUSH THE ENDING DATE OF THE FSC PROGRAM BACK TO
SepTeMBER 30, 1983, WITHOUT THIS EXTENSION, THE PROGRAM WILL
EXPIRE ON MarcH 31, 1983,

THE NEED FOR THIS EXTENSION WAS VIVIDLY BROUGHT HOME TO
ME IN JANUARY WHEN | WENT UP To MINNESOTA'S IRON RANGE WITH
GoverNoR Ruby PerpicH FOR A TowN MeeTiNG ON JOBS.

THe IRON RANGE 1S AN AREA OF NORTHEASTERN MINNESOTA
THAT HAS FELT THE PRESSURES OF OUR CURRENT ECONOMY AS MUCH
AS ANY AREA IN THE COUNTRY. WITH ITS TREMENDOUS DEPENDENCE ON
THE DEPRESSED STEEL INDUSTRY, THE RANGE 1S EXPERIENCING
20 PERCENT UNEMPLOYMENT, WITH POCKETS OF THE AREA EXPERIENCING



TWO OR THREE TIMES THAT MUCH.

SOME PEOPLE THOUGHT THAT A REPUBLICAN SENATOR WOULD
HAVE TO BE CRAZY TO GO UP THERE IN SUCH AN ATMOSPHERE -~ AND
THEY TOLD ME SO, BUT THOSE CRITICS WERE QUITE SURPRISED.
MoRE THAN 400 PEOPLE PACKED INTO THE TINY THEATRE OF HIBBING
CoMMUNITY COLLEGE UP THERE. AND SOME OF THEM, RIGHMTFULLY,
DID A LITTLE COMPLAINING,

BuT MORE THAN THAT | FELT A SENSE OF URGENCY IN THOSE
ATTENDING, THAT THEY TRULY REALIZED THE SEVERITY OF THEIR
PROBLEM AND THAT THEY WERE LOOKING TO THE GOVERNMENT FOR
HELP, WE PARTICIPATED IN A VALUABLE, CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE,
WE TALKED ABOUT THE PROBLEMS OF UNEMPLOYMENT, WHAT COULD BE
DONE IN THE LONG-TERM, BUT ALSC WHAT SHOULD BE DONE IN THE
SHORT-TERM TO ASSIST THE JOBLESS.

ONE OF THE IDEAS WAS SUGGESTED BY STAN DANIELS, A MINER
AND UNION LEADER FROM HIBBING, HE SUGGESTED THAT FSC BE
EXTENDED TO HELP PEOPLE, SUCH AS THOSE ON THE IRON RANGE,
WHO WOULD DESPERATELY LIKE TO WORK, BUT CAN'T. THERE SIMPLY
AREN'T ANY JOBS,

I WAS HAPPY TO INTRODUCE THAT LEGISLATION WHEN [ RETURNED
To WASHINGTON. [ WENT To THE WHITE HOUSE TO DIscuss IT
WITH THE PRESIDENT, WHO WAS VERY RECEPTIVE -- | WAS PLEASED
TO SEE THE ADMINISTRATION INCLUDE THIS EXTENSION IN ITS
PACKAGE., | BELIEVE THAT PACKAGE DESERVES SERIOUS ATTENTION.



BuT 1'M HERE TO TALK ABOUT MORE THAN JUST THE EXTENSION
oF THE FSC. - -

My STATE OF MINNESOTA HAD AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE oF 10.4
PERCENT IN JANUARY -~ EXACTLY THE NATIONAL RATE. BUT WHILE
THE NATIONAL RATE HAD FALLEN FRoM 10,8 PERCENT IN DECEMBER,
MINNESOTA'S RATE HAS GONE FROM 8.6 PERCENT IN NoveMBER TO 9.3
PERCENT IN DeCeMBER T0 10.4 PERCENT: IN JANUARY, OuRr
UNEMPLOYMENT 1S STIiLL RISING,

As oF January 31, 1983, 220,000 MINNESOTANS ARE UNEMPLOYED --
BUT ONLY 125,000 ARE RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS. ANOTHER
36,000 wiLL FALL OFF THE ROLLS IN THE NEXT 3 WEEKS AS THE 4 WEEK
FSC EXTENSION WE PASSED IN DECEMBER EXPIRES FOR THEM, EVERY
WEEK AN ADDITIONAL ONE TO TWO THOUSAND MORE EXHAUST THEIR BENEFITS.

UNFORTUNATELY, MR. CHAIRMAN, THESE NUMBERS DON'T TELL

THE WHOLE STORY. NORTHEASTERN MINNESOTA (THE IRON RANGE)
HAS AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE ABOUT 20 PERCENT. MANY POCKETS
HAVE UNEMPLOYMENT RATES DOUBLE AND TRIPLE THAT BECAUSE THE

MINES ARE SHUT DOWN,

THE TRON RANGE MINES TACONITE, A LOW-GRADE ORE THAT 1S
PROCESSED INTO HIGH-GRADE PELLETS AND THEN SHIPPED TO THE
EASTERN STEEL MILLS. WHEN SHIPMENTS ARE DOWN, THE PORT OF
DULUTH SUFFERS TOO -~ AS ORE AND GRAIN ARE THE MAJOR COMMODITIES
HANDLED THERE, U.S. STEEL OWNS THE LARGEST MINE ON THE RaANGE
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AND THEY CLOSED IT JUNE 6, 1982, THIS ALONE PuT 3,750 PEOPLE
OUT OF WORK. ‘

TACONITE PELLET PRODUCTION DROPPED BY OVER UQ PERCENT
FrRoM 1981 To 1982, FALLING FROM 49 MILLION ToNs IN 1981 1o
29 MILLION TONS IN 1982, ONLY LIMITED RELIEF IS IN SIGHT,
AS SOME SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY BEGIN TO PICK UP,

. However, THE PROBLEMS OF THE IRON RANGE GO WAY BEYOND
THE RECESSION.

MR, CHAIRMAN, THE TERM STRUCTURAL UNEMPLOYMENT IS OFTEN

_USED WHEN ECONOMISTS AND OTHERS TALK ABOUT "UNEMPLOYMENT, BUT

WE RARELY HEAR ABOUT IT WHEN CONGRESS PUTS TOGETHER PROGRAMS
FOR THE UNEMPLOYED.

HERE TODAY WE WILL HEAR SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM MANY PEOPLE ON HOW TO SOLVE THE UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM OR
HOW TO HELP THE UNEMPLOYED.

| BELIEVE THAT BEFORE WE TRY TO REWRITE THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT'S ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARDS THE UNEMPLOYED,
WE MUST FIRST CLEARLY DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN RECESSION-RELATED
UNEMPLOYMENT, AND STRUCTURAL UNEMPLOYMENT.

RECESSION-RELATED UNEMPLOYMENT COMES ABOUT BECAUSE DURING
A BUSINESS DOWNTURN, LESS GOObS ARE PRODU&ED, LESS GOODS ARE
SHIPPED, LESS GOODS ARE STORED, AND LESS GOODS ARE PURCHASED,
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THIS MEANS FEWER PEOPLE ARE NEEDED TO HANDLE THESE JOBS.

S0, DURING A RECESSION, UNEMPLOYMENT NORMALLY WILL INCREASE.
BuT AS SOON AS THE ECONOMY PICKS UP (AS IT IS SHOWING SIGNS
OF DOING NOW) THESE JOBS WILL REAPPEAR.

THIS IS NOT THE CASE WITH STRUCTURAL UNEMPLOYMENT,
HERE, JOBS ARE LOST BECAUSE OF SOCIAL OR TECHNOLOGICAL
FACTORS -- BASICALLY UNRELATED TO OVERALL ECONOMIC STRENGTH
OR WEAKNESS, THESE PEOPLE WILL NOT BE AIDED BY "JOBS BILLS"
OR MAKE-WORK PROJECTS EXCEPT IN THE VERY SHORT TERM.

THE TRON RANGE IN MINNESOTA IS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE,
TACONITE PELLETS ARE USED TO MAKE STEEL, AND WHEN THE STEEL
INDUSTRY IS IN BAD SHAPE, THE TACONITE BUSINESS IS JUST AS
BAD, IF NOT WORSE. CLOSE TO HALF THE PEOPLE ON THE RANGE
WORK [N THE MINES, SO WHEN MINES SHUT DOWN, THE TOWNS SUFFER,
T0O,

N

ToDAY THE STEEL INDUSTRY 1S IN THE MIDST OF A VICIOUS
STRUCTURAL .SHAKE-UP, IN WHICH DEMANDS FOR CAPITAL TO
MODERNIZE AND BOOST PRODUCTIVITY CANNOT BE MET BECAUSE
OF AGING PLANTS, HIGH LABOR COSTS, AND LOWER COST IMPORTS,
WHICH EAT AWAY AT ANY POSSIBLE PROFITS.

THE GAD REPORTED IN A 1981 STuDY THAT 25 PERCENT OF THE
INDUSTRY’S PLANTS ARE TOO OLD TO COMPETE WiTH FOREIGN PLANTS,
AND THAT DOMESTIC PRODUCTION CAPACITY 1S SHRINKING AT SUCH A
RATE THAT THERE MAY BE PROBLEMS IN MEETING DOMESTIC NEEDS,
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EMPLOYMENT IN THE STEEL INDUSTRY HAS DECLINED 8Y 46 PERCENT
siNce 1979, anp 150,000 STEEL JOBS HAVE BEEN LOST, PLUS AN
AbDITIONAL 500,000 1N SPIN-OFF JOBS.

Tue OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT ESTIMATES THAT THE
INDUSTRY WILL NEED TO INCREASE CAPITAL SPENDING ON MODERNIZATION
BY APPROXIMATELY $3 BILLION A YEAR FOR THE REST OF THIS DECADE.
CAPITAL INVESTMENT EXPENDITURES IN 1981 weRE oNLY $3.45 BILLION,
UP SLIGHTLY FROM THE $3.39 BiLLION IN 1980, BuT THE LONG-TERM
DEBT WITHIN THE INDUSTRY IS NOW MORE THAN 50 PERCENT OF
TOTAL STOCKHOLDERS' EQUITY AND HALF THE INDUSTRY'S CAPITAL
INVESTMENT PROJECTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED OR DEFERRED.

MEANWHILE, THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY IS SHIFTING TO
SMALLER AND LIGHTER CARS IN RESPONSE TO GOVERNMENT-MANDATED
GAS MILEAGE REQUIREMENTS AND CONSUMER PREFERENCE. THESE
SHIFTS INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF ALUMINUM AND PLASTIC IN EACH
CAR AND DECREASE THE AMOUNT OF STEEL. THE AIRLINE INDUSTRY,
T00, 1S SHIFTING TO THE LIGHTER WEIGHT ALUMINUM AND AWAY
FROM STEEL., -

FOREIGN COMPETITION 1S ALSO INCREASING AND NOT JUST
FROM HEAVILY GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIZED EUROPEAN STEEL COMPANIES.
IN FACT, ALTHOUGH THE WORLD’S DEMAND FOR STEEL HAS DOUBLED
IN THE PAST 20 YEARS -- U.S. PRODUCTION HAS INCREASED BY
ONLY 20 PERCENT, THIS MEANS OUR MARKET SHARE OF THE WORLD
MARKET HAS BEEN DECLINING FOR SOME TIME.
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WHY?

1, THE HIGHEST INDUSTRIAL WAGES ARE IN THf U.S. (60
PERCENT GREATER THAN THE AVERAGE INDUSTRIAL WAGE) GIVING
THE U.S. LABOR COSTS OF APPROXIMATELY $180/TON OF SHIPPED
STEEL vs., $143/TON FROM GERMANY AND $111/TON IN JAPAN;

2, LABOR PRODUCTIVITY HAS BEEN GROWING SLOWER THAN
ANY OTHER MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY (EXCEPT SOME OTHER PRIMARY
METALS) ;

3. AGING, OUTDATED, INEFFICIENT PLANTS.

UNFORTUNATELY, MR. CHAIRMAN, WHILE THE STEEL INDUSTRY
TRYS TO SORT ITSELF OUT, PEOPLE DEPENDENT ON THE INDUSTRY
HAVE NO WORK, MANY OF THEM HAVE SPENT ALL THEIR WORKING
LIVES IN THE MINES, OR IN THE MINING BUSINESS, AND CANNOT
PULL UP AND MOVE ON TO ANOTHER TRADE OR JOB AT THIS POINT IN
THEIR LIFE,

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS HAVE NOT ADDRESSED THIS TYPE OF
UNEMPLOYMENT, WE HAVE ONLY PROVIDED SHORT-TERM HELP FOR
THOSE WHO HAVE LOST THEIR JOBS BECAUSE OF ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS,

ResT ASSURED, | AM NOT ADVOCATING AN ABANDONMENT OF
THOSE PROGRAM, | SUPPORT THEM. THEY ARE OUR RESPONSIBILITY,
INSTEAD, [ AM ASKING MY COLLEAGUES AND OTHER HERE TODAY TO
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TAKE A GOOD LOOK AT THE MASSIVE PROBLEM OF STRUCTURAL
UNEMPLOYMERT AS WELL.

SHOULD THE GOVERNMENT AID THE STEEL INDUSTRY AND OTHER
STAGNATING INDUSTRIES ANYWAY WE CAN? RAISE TARIFF BARRIERS?
GOVERNMENT LOANS?

- SHOULD WE LOOK FOR NEW TECHNOLOGIES -- SUCH AS THE SO-
CALLED MINI-MILLS TO MOVE INTO AREAS NOW DEPENDENT ON THE

BIG STEEL MILLS? (THE MINI-MILLS HAVE LABOR COSTS COMPETITIVE
WITH THE JANPANESE, AND THEIR PROCESSING TECHNIQUE 1S THREE
TIMES AS ENERGY EFFICIENT AS THE BIG MILLS. CURRENTLY, THEY
ACCOUNT FOR 25 PERCENT OF THE DOMESTIC STEEL PRODUCTION.)

SHOULD BE CONCENTRATE ON RETRAINING PROGRAMS? SHOULD
WE USE TAX INCENTIVES -~ LIKE MY ENTERPRISE ZONE PLAN --
TARGETTED TO STRUCTURALLY UNEMPLOYED AREAS IN ORDER TO BRING
IN NEW BUSINESS OR INDUSTRIES?

SHOULD WE GIVE TAX BREAKS TO EMPLOYERS WHO HIRE THE
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYED?

SHOULD WE CREATE REGIONAL INCENTIVES FOR HARD HIT
AREAS -- COMBINING EXTENDED UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS WITH

RETARINING?

OR IS THERE NO PROPER ROLE FOR GOVERNMENT?
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THESE ARE THE TYPE OF QUESTIONS WE SHOULD BE ASKING
WHEN WE TALK ABOUT WHAT TO DO ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT. [ HOPE
THIS COMMITTEE, THE ADMINISTRATION, AND THE COMMITTEE ON
LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES WILL WORK WITH ME AND EACH OTHER
TO COME UP WITH A FRESH APPROACH == SOMETHING MORE THAN
SIMPLY UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS AND COUNTERCYCLICAL JOBS BILLS.
THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE A GOOD FIRST STEP, WE MUST CARRY ON
FROM THERE,

I THANK THE COMMITTEE FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT
MY THOUGHTS.



121

Senator HEINZ. Senator Boschwitz, thank you very much for an
excellent, indeed, comprehensive statement. I have no questions.

Senator Chafee?

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

Thank you, Senator Boschwitz, for a very thoughtful statement. I
think you have put your finger on many tremendous problems. As
you point out in your remarks, there are some areas, such as the
Iron Range, where even if there is a recovery, there just probably
will not be the employment in those mines there once was.

It gives us a real challenge here. Thank you.

Senator Boscuwirz. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you, Senator Chafee.

Senator HEINz. Thank you, Mr. Boschwitz.

Our next witness is a panel consisting of Mr. Sam Dyer, Mr.
Edward Kay, and Mr. Nathaniel Semple. Gentlemen, we welcome
you here today. Mr. Dyer, would you please be our initial witness?

STATEMENT OF SAMUEL E. DYER, VICE PRESIDENT, TAX PLAN.-
NING AND ADMINISTRATION, FEDERATED DEPAXTMENT
STORES, ACCOMPANIED BY ERIC OXFELD, EMPLOYEE BENE.
FITS ATTORNEY, U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Mr. Dyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I am & member of the U.S. Chamber’s Council on Unemployment
Compensation, and I am accompanied by Mr. Eric Oxfeld, our em-
ployee benefits attorney. The U.S. Chamber’s Council on Unem-
ployment Compensation is drawn from a cross section of the busi-
ness community’s most knowledgeable authorities in this field. We
have made intensive study of the current problems of the unem-
ployment compensation program, and we urge you to take the fol-
lowing actions to restore its integrity.

One, require the States to repay unemployment compensation
advances. Two, stop diversion of FUTA revenues. Three, require
public and nonprofit employers to pay their full costs. Four, con-
vert FSC from an income maintenance program to a reemployment
program. Five, improve the linkage between unemployment com-
pensation and employment and training programs. Six, refrain
from unwise employment initiatives involving unemployment com-
pensation. )

The responsibility for these changes rests primarily on the shoul-
ders of State officials. The most important steps the Federal Gov-
ernment can take to help the unemployment compensation system
are to: one, provide a climate for economic recovery; two, remove
impediments to the employment created by Federal law; and three,
supplement State unemployment compensation reform efforts by
making the following changes in the Federal FSC laws.

One, require State to repay unemployment compensation ad-
vances. It is imperative that Congress refrain from taking steps
that will magnify the financial burdens of unemployment trust
funds or discourage States from taking swift remedial action. Some
officials harbor the hope that their debt resulting from these ad-

“vances will be forgiven, saving their States the painful ordeal of
facing up to balancing expenditures against revenues.



122

Employers do not expect forgiveness, nor are we asking for it.
We are urging all of our members to work at the State level to
help solve the financing problems. On their own initiative, a
number of States, including Michigan, Louisiana, and Ohio, have
recently passed major reform legislation, and other States are near-
ing agreement on how to proceed.

Accordingly, we urge the members of this committee to set the
record straight. Forgiveness of the Federal unemployment compen-
sation loans is not forthcoming, and States must address their own
groblems without further delay. Postponing the resolution at the

tate level will simply make the problem harder to address. More-
over, our philosophy is unchanged that interest should be charged
on Federal loans, even though we recognize that the cost in many
instances will be passed on to the employers of those States.

Prior to the interest requirement, it was good money manage-
ment for the States to borrow, and the Federal Government auto-
matically recovered the loaned funds through an escalating in-
crease in the employer’s FUTA rate. It was ludicrously easy for
State governments to raise benefits and let the Federal Govern-
ment figure out how to pay for it. Charging interest on loans at-
tracted the attention of State officials as nothing else could.

Finally, we support the cap concept whereby a defaulting State
may spread out repayment of existing debt, provided it takes steps
to avoid further borrowinlg. -

Two, stop diversion of FUTA revenues. A related financial prob-
lem involves the use of FUTA receipts for purposes other than
service to claimants. Although often overlooked, one fundamental
objective of the unemployment compensation program is to assist
unemployment compensation claimants find new jobs before they
exhaust their benefits, yet services to claimants are estimated to
represent no more than one-half the Employment Service activi-
ties. If FUTA funds were not diverted to pay for nonunemploy-
ment compensation related functions, there would be more re-
sources available to enhance placement for claimants as well as
better control of benefit fraud and abuse. (Overpayments are esti-
mated to be as high as one-third of all benefits paid.) ‘

Symptomatic of this diversion of FUTA revenues is the blatant
use of FUTA to finance the cost of administration in the FSC pro-
gram, despite the specific provision in the legislation establishing
the program mandating general revenue funding of FSC admin-
stration costs.

Mr. Chairman, 1 have just a few more minutes, if ] may proceed.

Senator Heinz. I will tell you, we are going to be here very late
if people do not observe the time schedule. There are three of you
there, and I must ask you to keep your testimony within the pre-
scribed time limits.

Mr. DyER. 1 will try to be through within 30 seconds.

Senator HEINz. Please keep it to the allotted time.

Mr. Dyer. All right. Require the public and nonprofit employers
to pay their full cost. Federal law should require exempt employers
to pay the full cost of claims administration and the full cost of
benefits paid to their former employers.

Four, convert the FSC from an income maintenance program to
a reemployment program. FSC eligibility should be conditioned on
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participation in a reemployment program providing intensive job
search assistance, as well as referral to retraining for those claim-
ants who cannot find jobs unless their skills are upgraded.

Five, improve the linkage between unemployment compensation
and employment and training programs. One fundamental objec-
tive of the unemployment compensation program which has never
been adequately achieved is to help claimants find new jobs. At
present, efforts to teach claimants how to find new jobs on their
own are regarded as experimental. Participation in extensive job
search programs should be mandatory for EB and FSC eligibility.
- We strongly object, however, to the diversion of revenues from
the employment trust fund to pay for training itself. :

Six, study of other employment initiatives involving unemploy-
ment compensation. We need a lot more information before we can
pass on such proposals as came from the administration on con-
verting FSC benefits to a wage subsidy voucher.

We strongly oppose any Federal standard requiring that States
offer work sharing programs.

Senator HEiNz. Your 30 seconds is about to expire. :

Mr. Dyer. We strongly oppose any Federal standard directing
payment of benefits to claimants who work part-time.

In conclusion, it is imperative that the Congress advise the
States that advances to their unemployment compensation trust
fund will not be forgiven.

Finally, Congress should provide general revenue funding for
FSC administrative expenses, in accordance with the law establish-
ing that program.

Thank you very much. I appreciate your indulgence.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Dyer follows:]
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STATEMENT
on
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION ISSUES
before the
SENATE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
for the
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES
by
Saumuel E. Dyer
March 3, 1983

My name is Samuel E. Dyer. 1 am Vice President, Tax Planning and
Administration, for Federated Department Stores in Cincinnati, Ohio, and a
member of the U.S. Chamber's Council on Unemployment Compensation. I am

accompanied by Eric J. Oxfeld, Employee Benefits Attorney for the Chamber.

We appear today on behalf of the U.S. Chamber to urge you to take the
foilowing actionrs to restore the integrity of the unemployment compensation
(UC) system:

1. Require States to Repay UC Advances

2. Stop Diversion of FUTA Revenues

3. Require Public and Nomprofit Employers to Pay Their Full Costs .

4. Convert FSC* From an Income Maintenance Program to a Reemployment Program
5. Improve the Linkage Between UC and Employment and Training Programs

6. PRefrain from Unwise Employment Initiatives Involving UC
BUSINESS SUPPORTS UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

As a major spokesman for the business community, the U.S. Chamber has

had a long standing interest in, concern about, and support for the UC

*Federal Supplemental Compensation
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system. Our Council on Unemployment Compensation, drawn from the business
community's most knowlegeable authorities in this field, is one of the
Chamber's most active policy-making bodies and has devoted consideradble
attention to the current solvency problems as well as employment proposals

involving changes in federal UC laws.

Unemployment insurance is designed to serve the needs of involuntarily
jobless workers by providing cash benefits during periods of temporary
unemployment, with the cost of those benefits being treated as a cost of doing

business.

A, fundamental objective of an unemployment insurance program is to
operate as a countercyclical balance during periods of economic recession. UC
sustains the purchasing power of individuals who are out of work, cushioning
the decrease in demand for goods and services and thereby preventing secondary
or tertiary levels of unemployment. For these reasons, UC is beneficial to

employers as well as employees.

The UC system is financed primarily by state and federal payroll taxes
on employers, except for weeks of Federal Supplemental Compensation (FSC),

which are properly financed from federal general revenues,

UC ISSUES THAT NEED TO BE ADDRESSED
The severe financial problems besetting the UC system have reached
dimensions that threaten its viability. The chronic indebtedness of the
Unemployment Trust Fund must be corrected through changes in benefits, taxes,

and administrative practices.

The responsibility for these changes rests primarily on the shoulders
of state officials. The most important steps the federal government can take
to help the UC system are to (1) provide a climate for sustained economic
recovery, (2) remove impediments to employment created by federal law, and (3)
supplement state UC reform efforts by making the following changes in federal '
UC laws.

18-070 O—83—9
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1. Require States to Repay UC Advances

The unprecedented bankruptcy of the Unemployment Trust Fund is a grave
problem that has not drawn sufficient attention from federal and state policy
makers, who seemingly are concerned only with speeding cash payments to the
unemployed. Net federal advances to states that have depleted their benefit
reserves reached $10.6 billion by year-end 1982 and are projected to reach
nearly $17 billion by the end of this year (see Attachment 1). In addition,
there are another $6.8 billion in federal advantes to the Extended
Unemployment Compensation Account (largely a $5.8 billion debt from the
expired Federal Supplemental Benefits program). These advances must be repaid
by employers through higher payroll taxes. It is imperative that Congress
refrain from taking steps that will magnify the financial burdens of the

Unemployment Trust Fund or discourage states from taking swift remedial action.

Some state officials harbor the hope that debt resulting from these
advances will be forgiven, saving their states the painful ordeal of facing up

to balancing expenditures against revenues.

Employers do not expect forgiveness, nor are we asking for it. We are
urging all of our members to work at the state level to help solve the
financing problems. On their own initiative, a number of states, including
Michigan, Louisiana, and Ohio, have recently passed major reform legislation,

and other states are nearing agreement on how to proceed.—

Accordingly, we urge the members of this Committee to set the record
straight. Forgiveness of federal UC loans is not forthcoming, and states must
address their own problems without further delay. Postponing resolution at

the state level will simply make the problem harder to address. -

Moreover, our phifbsophy is unchanged that interest should be charged
on federal loans, even though we recognize that the costs in many instances
will be passed on to employers. Prior to the interest requirament, it was
good money management for states to borrow, and the federal government
automatically recovered the loaned funds through an escalating increase in

employers' FUTA rate. It was ludicrously easy for state governments to raise
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benefits and let the federal government figure out how to pay for them. As a
result, some states all but ignored the insolvency of their trust accounts.
Charging interest on loans attracted the attention of state officials as
nothing else could, short of cutting off additional funds to states in default

on repayment,

Finally, we support the "cap" concept, whereby a defaulting state may
spread out repayment of existing debt, provided it takes steps to avoid
further borrowing. At a minimum, a state that cannot meet existing benefit
claims cannot be permitted to raise benefits unless it is willing to raise

revenues or make other benefit reductions.

2. Stop Diversion of FUTA Revenues

Although often overlooked, one fundamental objective of the UC program
is to assist UC claimants find new jobs before they exhaust their
benefits--one of the numerous functions assigned to the U.S. Employment
Service (ES). 1Indeed, one of the principal uses of receipts from employers
under the Federal Unemployment Tax Act (FUTA) is to pay for services to UC

claimants.

ES is widely criticized, however, for failure to fulfill these
expectations. In fact, only a small proportion of claimants ever find jobs
through ES. A major factor contributing to the inattention paid to UC
clasimants is the lack of sufficient revenues caused by the failure of the
federal government to pay for the non-UC-related functions of ES. In fagt,
97% of ES costs are financed from FUTA revenues, even though services to
claimants are estimated to represent no more than half of ES activities.

Total FUTA grancs for ES in fiscal year 1983 are projected to be $778 million,
and the 1984 budget calls for $832 million.

1f FUTA funds were not diverted to pay for non-UC-related i;nctions.
there would be more resources available to enhance placement services for
claimants, as well as better controls on benefits fraud and abuse
(overpayments are thought to be as high as one-third of all benefits).
Moreover, there would have been no need for the FUTA increase levied last year

as part of the Tax Equity and Fiscal-Responsibility Act (TEFRA). The added
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FUTA collections as a result of payroll tax increases required by TEFRA are
estimated to amount to nearly $3 billion from 1983-85--an added impediment to
employment at the worst possible time.

Symptomatic of this diversion of FUTA revenues is the blatant use of
FUTA to finance the costs of administering the FSC program. This action is
contrary to the specific provision, in the legislation establishing the

program, mandating general revenue funding of FSC administration costs.

With timited FUTA revenues available for benefit payment controls and
placement services for the unemployed, it is shocking to discover that a major
part of FUTA revenues are spent for purposes other than services to UC

claimants,

The following is a brief listing of FUTA-funded ES functions that do
not aid UC claimants:

e Labor exchange for all job-ready applicants (including
those who are presently working or who never qualified

for unemployment compensation).

e Administration of special unemployment benefit programs
1. Trade Adjustment Assistance ,
2., Disaster Unemployment Assistance
3. Other special employee protection programs

e Veterans' employment programs

. 1. Disabled Veterans Qutreach Program

2, Special emphasis onvemployment of veterans
3. Counseling, training, and placement of veterans

on special basis

e Agricultural labor programs
1. Services for migrant and seasonal farmworkers
2. Farm crewleader program

3. Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Program
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e Labor certification
1. Alien labor certification

2. Federal contractor listing

e Other special employment emphasis
1. Youth
2. Women
3. Handicapped

4., Ex-offenders

We are not advocating that these functions be abolished--merely that
some other revenue source be found to pay for them, allowing FUTA revenues to
be restored to their intended purposes. Lack of adequate funds for UC
administration is a critical problem now, when claims volume is at an all-time
high in many states. Diversion of these funds from their basic purpose is a

poor choice of priorities. -

3. Require Public and Nonprofit Employers to Pay Their Full Costs

At present, federal law requires states to cover employees of state
and local government agencies and nonprofit employers. These employers--and
the federal government--are exempt from FUTA and make no contribution toward
administrative expenses. Moreover, in many cases, they do not reimburse even
the full cost of benefits paid to claimants based on services performed for
them. As a result, the burden is shifted to private employers, who must pay
higher payroil taxes to meet these so-called "socialized costs." An excellent
example is the failure to reimburse for the half of extended benefits that is
FUTA-funded. Federal law should require that reimbursable employers pay the
full cost of benefits attributable to service performed for them. Federal law
also should require employers who are exempt from FUTA to make an equitable
contribution toward the cost of claims administration.

4. Convert FSC From an Income Haintenance Program to a Reemployment Program

There are few examples better than FSC to illustrate Congress'

reluctance to address the problems of the long-term unemployed in an effective
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way. Today FSC provides 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, or 16 weeks of benefits to
claimants who have exhausted benetits under the regular and extenaed benetits
(EB) programs; the maximum duration fluctuates with the state insured
unemployment rate (IUR), except that claimants in any state that was triggered
on EB before June 1, 1982, automatically get extra weeks regardless of the

unemployment rate.

This confusing hodgepodge of maximum durations requires a road map
and compass to keep straight--see Table on FSC Trigger Status. Moreover, 8
weeks of FSC are payable even in 4 states whose IUR is below 3X--hardly an
"emergency' justifying an extension of duration. Another 8 states and the
District of Columbi; have relatively low IURs, between 3% and 4X--yet some of
them qualify for 8 weeks, some for 12 weeks, and 1 state for 14 weeks:
Delaware, with a 3.67% IUR, qualifies for 14 weeks of FSC, yet North Dakota,
with a higher LUR of 4.25%, qualifies for 10 weeks. This schedule does not

make sense.

What seems to have been overlooked in the push to help the
unemployed is any semblance of need justifying this extension and the tax on
UC benefits levied to pay for it. In many cases, UC benefits combined with
other sources of public aid are more than the claimant's take-home pay while
employed. For example, in Florida a claimant earning the state's average wage
Bay actually come out ahead on UC benefits, food stamps, and other assistance
(see Attachment 2). It is not hard to understand why such claimants make
little effort to find employment. Extension of duration beyond the 6 months
already provided under state law may merely encourage claimants to delay any
serious work search, inflating the unemployment rate and adding to the federal

budget deficit.

A continued FSC program is justifiable only if it is converted to a
reemployment assistance program for workers with established work histories
and who otherwise cannot help themselves. Paying 55 weeks of benefits to a
claimant who worked only 20 weeks is a waste of scarce resources; 30 weeks of

work should be the minimum requirement for FSC.
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16 Wks 14
State/Total 0 14 ]

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS X
CALIFORNIA

COLORADO

CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE

DIST. OF COLUMBIA

FLORIDA

GEORGIA

HAWAILI

IDAHO X
ILLINOIS - X
INDIANA

10WA

KANSAS

KENTUCKY X

LOUISIANA
MAINE

MARYLAND
HMASSACHUSETTS

MICHIGAN X
MINNESOTA

MISSISSIPPI ; X
MISSOURI

MONTANA

NEBRASKA
NEVADA

NEW HAMPSHIRE
NEW JERSEY

NEW MEXICO
NEW YORK

NORTH CAROLINA
NORTH DAKOTA

OKLAHOMA

OREGON X
PENNSYLVANIA x
PUERTO RICO 13 Wks FSC
RHODE ISLAND

SO¥TH CAROLINA

SOUTH DAKOTA

TENNE!

TEXAS

UTAH

VERMONT

VIRGINIA

VIRGIN ISLANDS
WASHINGTON X
WEST VIRGINIA X
WISCONSIN X
WYOMING

-8-
Trigg Status
as of Janua:y 29. 1983
Wks 12 Wks 10 Wks 8 Wks
23 1 t 8 i 6
B
B
X B
B
X B
X B
X B
X 8
X B
X B
X B
X B
B
B
X B
X B
X B
B
X -~ B
X B3
X B
X B
B
X B
B
X B
X B
X B
X B
X B
X B
X B
3 8
X B
X B
B
X B
B
B
due to 20 Wk Reg. duration 8
X 8
X B
X B
X B
8
X B
X B
X 8
X B
B
B
B
X B

. Indicates change !rom Prior Notice

Effective Date

WEEK
WEEK
WEEK

WEEK
WEEK
WSEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WELCK
WEEK

WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK

WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK

WEEK
VEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK
WEEK

01/16/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/16/83
01/09/83
01/23/83
01/23/83
01/09/83
01/09/83

01/09/83
01/23/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/30/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/23/83

01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/16/83
01/09/83
01/09/83

01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/30/83
01/16/83

01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
Q1/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83

01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01/09/83
01,/23/83
01/16/83

-~

(

U.S. Department of Labor, ETA, UIS
Division of Actuarial Services

February 14, 1983
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TRIGGER NOTICE NO.B83-5

STATE EXTENDED BENEFIT IRDICATORS UNDER P.L. 94-566
AS OF January 29, 1983

Number EXTENDED BENEFIT INDICATORS STATUS OF EXTENDED BENEFIT
"On": Percent of Periods Beginning Date (B}
23 13-Week IUR Prior 2 Years tnding Date (E)

ON ALABAMA 6.41 131 B 10-31-82

ON ALASKA 8.08 98 B 1-23-83

ARIZONA 4.35 167 E 10-23-82

ON * ARKANSAS 6.76 122 8 10-3-82

ON CALIFORNIA 5.60 133 B 1-23-83

COLORADO 3.87 142 ~E 1-24-81
CONNECTICUT 3.87 129 E 1-24-81
* DELAWARE 3.67 83 E 7-17-82
DIST. OF COLUMBIA 3.86 124 E 1-24-81
* FLORIDA 2.56 137 E 1-24-81
* GEORGIA 3.63 118 E 1-24-81
HAWAIL 3.51 110 E 1-24-81

OoN 1DAKO 7.75 122 B 10-18-81

ON ILLINOIS 6.28 133 B 3-7-82

on INDIANA 5.62 135 B 1-16-83

* IOWA 4.97 133 E 10-2-82
KANSAS 4.37 157 E 11-6-82
ON * KENTUCKY 6.76 122 B 12-5-82
ON LOUISIANA 5.64 188 B 1-23-83
MAINE 5.21 103 E 7-3-82
MARYLAND 4.62 122 E 7-31-82
* MASSACHUSETTS 4.38 115 E 6-26-82
ON MICHIGAN 7.89 109 B 2-28-82
MINNESOTA 4.59 131 E 7-10-82
ON M15S15S1PPI 6.68 140 B 1-17-82
MISSOURI 4.80 111 E 6-19-82
ON MONTANA 5.71 116 B 1-23-83
NEBRASKA 336 139 E 1-24-81
ON * NEVADA 5.35 131 B 1-23-83
* NEW HAMPSHIRE 3.23 132 E 1-24-81
NEW JERSEY 4.79 100 E 6-19-82
NEW MEXICO 4.37 150 E 11-27-82
NEW YORR 4.21 107 E 1-24-81
ON NORTH CAROLINA 5.04 120 B 02-13-83
* NORTH DAKOTA 4.25 127 E 1-24-81
ON OHIO 6.53 123 B 1-17-82
OKLAHOMA 4.12 242 E 1-24-81
OREGON 7.32 112 E 12-18-82
ON PENNSYLVANIA 7.91 147 B 1-24-82
ON PUERTO RICO 8.70 104 B 2-23-75
RHODE ISLAND 5.98 105 E 10-23-82
ON SOUTH CAROLINA 5.87 125 B 1-10-82
* SOUTH DAKOTA 1/ ( 2.55) (112 ) E 1-24-81
TENNESSEE 5.15 106 E 9-25-82
TEXAS 2.99 195 E 1-24-81
ON * UTAH 5.51 155 B 1-23-83
ON VERMONT 5.78 126 B 1-23-83
VIRGINIA 2.7 119 E 1-24-81
VIRGIN ISLANDS 4.28 104 E 8-28-82
ON * WASHINGTON 7.16 126 B 7-6-80
ON  WEST VIRGINIA “ 9.66 160 B 4-18-82
WISCONSIN 6.63 114 E 12-11-82

ON * WYOMING 5.18 240 B 02-13-83

* State does not have 6% option in its law U.S. Department of Labor.B‘l‘n,UIS

1/ Trigger Indicator as of January 22, 1983 pivision of Actuarial Services

February 14, 1983
NOTE: FSC Trigger Status on reverse side
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Similarly, claimants who choose to leave their jobs in a labor
dispute should not be permitted to draw 55 weeks of income support. Although
only a few states' UC laws overtly provide benefits to strikers, many states,
by judicial interpretation, pay benefits if the labor dispute does not force
the employer to close down. Equity demands that the federal government be
neutral with respect to labor disputes. It should stop spending scarce
resources to subsidize strikes. Federal laws governing EB and FSC should be

amended to disqualify a claimant who is out of work because of a labor dispute.

Most importantly, FSC eligibility should be conditioned on
participation in a reemployment program providing intensive job search
assistance, as well as referral to retraining for those claimants who cannot
find jobs unless their skills are upgraded. The framework is contained in the
Disﬁlaced Workers Title (Title I11) of the new Job Training Partnership Act,
(JTPA), which encourages states to offer placement assistance and training for
job losers whose skills must be updated in order to find new jobs. Title III
expressly exempts participants from UC work search requirements while in
approved training. In the past, few individuals took advantage of even the
limited training opportunities, in part because the availability of long-term
UC or Trade Adjustment cash benefits discouraged claimants from accepting
permanent changes in the job market. Any further extension of benetit
duration without mandatory job search or retraining will encourage workers to

postpone adjustment to permanent job changes and defeat the intent of JTPA.

Finally, a means test might well be appropriate for FSC eligibility.
Considering that FSC is funded from federal general revenues--and considering
the size of the budget deficit--a means test might well be a fair way to
target the program to those with the greatest need.

S

5. lmprove Linkige Between UC and Employment and Training Programs

One fundamental objective of UC which has never been adequately
achieved is to help claimants find new jobs. Claimants are required to
register with the U.S. Employment Service (ES), which is financed from FUTA
revenues. ES has been given numerous bther missions, however, which have

detracted from its ability to focus on service to UC claimants. At present,
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ES makes little effort to refer claimants to training programs, and efforts to
teach claimants how to find jobs on their own are regarded as "experimental."
Indeed, the cuts in federal administrative grants have caused states to shelve
these successful money-saving programs so that staff may be used to handle the
benefits claims load, Participation in intensive job search programs should
be mandatory for EB and FSC eligibility. As stated earlier, FSC makes sense
only if provided to individuals who are participating in job search assistance

plans and/or retraining.

We now have a system in place that provides income support while
claimants are in retraining. Federal law prohibits states from enforcing the
work sea}ch test tv disqualify a claimant who is in approved retraining.
Moreover, JTPA specifically provides that a retraining program set up under

the Displaced Worker Title (Title III} is approved automatically.

We stongly object, however, to diversion of revenues from the
Unemployment Trust Fund to ﬁéy for the training itself. The Fund is heavily
in debt, and the problem is growing daily; there is no extra money in the Fund
tc be used for any new expenses. Few of the nondebtor states have adequate
reserves to meet existing benefits needs. The states that would most benefit
from retraining have already depleted their balances, and the federal
government would have to lend them money--with employers picking up the tab
later in the form of higher state and federal payroll taxes. Payroll tax
increases, of course, add to total labor costs and will delay expansion of
employment as the economy recovers.

Perhaps an even greater issue is that of equity. Employers accept
the responsibility of paying for income support during periods of temporary,
involuntary unemployment, but the cost of retraining the long-term unemployed
is not a predictable business expense. It would be more equitable for society

to share such costs through general revenue financing.

6. Refrain from Unwise Employment Initiatives Involving UC

We need more intormation before we can assess the following
employment proposals in the Administration budget message that contemplate

changes in the UC program:
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Convert FSC benefits to a wage subsidy voucher that an employer

could redeem for a credit against taxes. This proposal may not

create any new jobs and could shift unemployment among groups
of the unemployed. The possibility for abuse is very real. An
unscrupulous employer might tell job applicants who are in
their last week of regular benefits or EB to return after
becoming eligible for FSC. Finally, if the net result of the
voucher would be a reduction in already scarce FUTA or state UC

receipts, the Trust Fund can ill afford this proposal.

Urge the states to permit worksharing. The states already have

authority to permit payment of benefits for "partial
unemploymeht" to claimants whose work hours have been reduced
10X or 20X in lieu of layoffs. Worksharing does not encourage
new jo»s or retraining. It does add one more administrative
function to an already overburdened system. Moreover, any
employer caii now shorten work hours and pay extra compensation
for the reduced worktime without involving the UC system. We
strongly oppose any federal standard requiring states to otfer
worksharing benefits, and we recommend that the Labor
Department complete its study of the 3 states (California,
Arizona, and Oregon) that now permit it before worksharing is

encouraged as federal policy.

Encourage states to permit claimants to work part-time and keep

full benefits. Again, we strongly oppose any federal standard
directing states to pay benefits to claimants who work
part-time. All states now disregard some earnings when
claimants accept part-time work. Many pay reduced benefits (on
a sliding scale) to claimants who earn up to one-half of their
weekly benefits. Changing these requirements will add to the
administrative burden, because forms must be changed, earnings
must be monitored, etc. Moreover, we are concerned that this

recommendation may lead to higher unemployment costs with no
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increase in employment. For exsmple, in many states benetits
are one-half of high quarter earnings. For retailers in those
states whose part-time workers are full-time over the Christmas
season, benefits may well be as much as their regular part-~time
earnings. If the claimant is offered the usual part-time hours
of work in January but refuses, present law provides a
disqualification from benefits, and the employer will hire
someone else. If the claimant can keep full benefits and work
part-time, there is no disqualification, and there is a drain

on the Trust Fund.
CONCLUSION

Business strongly supports the UC system, which has worked well to _
provide a public system of insurance against short-term, involuntary
unemployment. Today the Unemployment Trust Fund is in dire financial
condition. We recommend that Congress take stepé to help sustain economic
recovery as the best aid for the UC system, and that other changes in the
federal UC laws be made to restore its integrity. These include requiring
states to repay federal advances, discontinuing use of FUTA revenues other
than for services to the unemployed, requiring government agencies and
nonprofit employers to pay their full share of benefit costs,. converting FSC
to a reemployment program, improving the linkage between UC and employment and
training programs, and refrainring from unwise "employment initiatives" that

create new federal standards for state UC programs.

It is imperative that Congress advise the states that the advances

to their UC trust accounts will not be forgiven.

Finally, Congress should provide general revenue funding for FSC

administration expenses, in accordance with the law establishing that program.
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Insolvency of Unemployment Trust Fund

At present, the Unemployment Trust Fund is insolvent, and the
outlook is for its financial condition to deteriorate further over the next
few years. Twenty states, plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands have exhausted their benefit reserves, and 6 other states have

requested loans.

These juris@ictions have received federal loans totalling $10.6
billion as of December 30, 1982, in order to continue paying benefits. The
Trust Fund's Federal Unemployment Account (FUA), from which loans to states
are drawn, itself is exhausted, and Congress has had to appropriate

approximately $7 billion in repayable general revenue advances to FUA.

In addition to the state debt, but less widely known, is the $6.8
billion in general revenue advances to the FUTA-funded Extended Unemployment
Compensation Account (EUCA), which is used to pay half of extended benefits

(weeks 27-39) and all of the temporary supplemental extension frcm 1974-77.

Because UC benefits are financed through state and fedesral payroll
taxes paid by employers, it is fair to say that business has outstanding
"liabilities to the Trust Fund totalling more than $17 billion} of which the
Trust Fund has borrowed all but $2 billion from federal general revenues.

These UC loans, of course, also have contributed to the federal budget deficit.

Chronic Indebtedness

The present indebtedness of the Unemployment Trust Fund is a
comparatively recent phenomenon: Ia the early and mid-1570's, 25
jurisdictions exhausted their reserves and received advances. Although many
borrowing states repaid their advances, 11 of the 25 have been in debt

continuously since then, and 4 others repaid their loans only to borrow again
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& short time later. To meet the demand for loans, federal general revenues

were advanced to FUA--$8.6 billion by year-end 1982. DOL forecasts that

additional general revenue advances will be needed, totalling more than $24
billion at year-end 1983, $40 billion by the end of 1984,

Cause of Insolvency

The simple explanation for the continuing indebtedness is that the

borrowing states continue to pay out more in benefits than they are collecting

in unemployment taxes. Unless these states balance benefit payouts and

revenues, the problem will grow (thus the pessimistic DOL forecasts).

-

A nuamber of factors are responsible for the continuing need for

States have not adjusted their UC programs to accommodate

permanent shifts in the economy.

Congress has legislated unfunded increases in maximum duration

of benefits.

Congress has failed to enforce repayment provisions in federal
law, allowing states to increase benefits without providing a

way to pay for them.

Congress failed to require states to pay interest on federal

advances received before April 1, 1982.

False expectations that loans would be forgiven were created by

congressional consideration of relief proposals.
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Permanent Shifts in the Economy

During the 1970's and 1980's, unemplbyment has been higher during
both recession and recovery. Some states have failed to factor these changes
into their UC programs. As a result, they did not pay off federal advances
during years ia which unemployment was declining., In addition, many of thenm
increased their benefits even during periods of accelerating unemployment
(either through automatic escalators or statutory revision), further

undermining solvency.

Unfunded Increases in Benefit Duration

In the 1970's and 1980's Congress extended maximum benefit duration
on several occasions while providing inadequate funding or none at all. In
1970 Congress mandated an automatic 13-week benefit extension during high
unemployment periods, payable to claimants who are unemployed after 26 weeks.
These extended benefits (EB) are funded 50/50 from state and federal
unemployment taxes, but many of the jurisdictions that received iederal
advances never adjusted their UC programs to finance the state share of the
extension. Moreover, the federal share was never fully funded, either, and,
Congress has had to appropriate general revenues as repayable advances to EUCA

to cover the federal share.

In 1974 Congress enacted a temporary program providing a
supplemental 13 weeks of benefits (Federal Supplemental Benefits, or FSB),
payable to claimants who exhausted the 39 weeks of regular and extended
benefits., This supplemental compensation originally was chargeable wholly to
EUCA. Because EUCA was depleted, Congress once more had to advance general

revenues.

As of year-end 1982, outstanding general revenue advances to EUCA
for EB and FSB totalled $7.03 billion. DOL forecasts that this debt will be
repaid in 1986, mostly because of the FUTA increase enacted in 1982.
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In 1977, when Congress rencwed FSB and extended the maximum combined
duration of regular benefits, EB, and FSB to 65 weeks, the supplemental
benetits paid after the renewal were funded directly from general revenues.
That supplemental extension expired in 1978, but in 1982 Congress enacted the
present, temporary supplemental benefit extension of 8 to 16 weeks, again
funded directly from general revenues (Federal Supplemental Compensation, or
FSC). FSC expires March 31, 1%83.

Although their impact has never been measured, all of these benetit
extensions, including those funded from general revenues, may be presumed to
have increased the costs of the UC program by more than the amount actually
paid out as extended or supplemental benefits. Economists have documented
that claimants on average will draw more weeks of benefits as the maximum
benefit duration is extended, because claimants know they may postpone serious
search for new employment. Thus, merely by extending maximum duration,

Congress has added an unfunded burden to the cost of regular state benetits.

Failure to Enforce Repayment Provisions

Federal law includes a provision for an automatic FUTA rate increase
if states fail to repay UC loans within 2 years, but on several occasions
Congress has bowed to political pressure from officials in borrowing states
and suspended it or limited its application. For example, states that tirst
borrowed during 1972 through 1975 were given until November, 1979, to repay
without being held in default. Suspension ot this repaymenc provision not
only prevented collection ot new federal- revenues to reduce the balance of
loans, but also shortcircuited the indirect but more important consequence of
the escalating FUTA rate--the intrastate political pressure on state officials

to restore solvency through benefit and tax adjustments.
In 1981 Congress limited the repayment requirement by enactiug

legislation freezing the FUTA increase at a relatively low level in defaulting

states that meet certain tests (benefiting 1l debtor jurisaictions in 1961 ana

e,
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. 1982). The tests were conceived as a means of spreading out repayment of
existing debt as an incentive for states to take action to restore solvency,
but the political process considerably weakened the originally-proposed
solvency pgquirements. For example, to qualify for the freeze, states may not
increase benefits or reduce tax efforts, but increases in benefits pursuant to
automatic escalators are disregarded. To qualify in 1983 and 1984, a state
pust also have (1) repaid any amounts borrowed after September 30, 1981, and
{2) imposed an average tax rate at least equal to its cost/benefit ratio over
5 years. Few states have taken action to meet these tests, and political

pressure is growing to modify them.

Interest-Free Loans

A major factor contributing to chronic insolvency was the
attractiveness of borrowing., - Advances were interest-free, and good money
management practices {as well as practical politics) dictated the use of

interest-free loans rather than unpopular tax increases to pay for benefits.

In 1981 Congress enacted legislétion requiring states to pay
interest up to 10 percent on advances received beginning April 1, 1982, unless
repaid witnin a relatively brief period. Moreover, states were forbidden to
use state unemployment taxes, directly or indirectly, to pay the interest.
Political pressure from state officials, however, led to 1982 legislation
deferring payment of a portion of the interest owed, during periods of high
unemployment. Pressure to waive or deter the interest is expected to grow in
1983.

False Expectations

The last major contributing factor is the psychological impact of
congressional debate over proposals to forgive loans or adopt a cost
equalization system of financing through which fiscally sound states would

19-070 O—83——10
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subsidize the debtor states. While these proposals were not enacted, they
were given serious consideration and were widely viewed as likely to be
enacted. Not only did the debtor states receive the wrong signals, but some
states may have delayed taking corrective action to strengthen their case for

tederal relief.
Conclusion

_On the whole, easy access to loans has contributea to the present
insolvency of the UC progrdm. The opportunity to borrow has allowed
legislators to yield to political pressure for higher benefits without having
to face the political reaction created by a tax increase. While short-term
borrowing can make economic sense by avoiding excessive accumulation of
reserves in gooa years and payroll tax increases during economic downturns,
the temptation to put off repayment of UC loans and to finance benefit
increases through loans has proven irresistable for Congress as well as many
state legislatures. Moredver, Congress has not enforced the automatic
repayment law. The lesson is plain: Continued borrowing from general
revenues to meet present benefit obligations risks delaying the day of

reckoning until a time of relatively less favorable economic conditions.

Appendix

AUTOMATIC RECOUPMENT PROVISION

If a state that has received UC loans is in debt on January 1 of two
congsecutive years and fails to repay its entire balance by November of the
second year, the state is considered to be in default on its loan, and the
automatic repayment provision is activated, raising the net FUTA rate for
employers in the defauiting state. The rate increases in .3 percent
increments for each year the state continues in debt, applicable to payroll
beginning January 1 of the second year. Thé revenue from the FUTA rate
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increase is applied to reduce the state's outstanding loan balance. The .3
percent increments continue until the loan is repaid or the total FUTA rate
reaches 3.4 percent (6.2 percent beginning January 1, 1985). Additional FUTA

rate increases may be applied in states in default three or more years.

For example, a state that borrows in October, 1982, is in debt on
January 1, 1983, and January 1, 1984, and fails to repay its entire balance by
November, 1984, would be in default. The FUTA rate applicable to 1984 payroll
would increase by .3 percent, and then increase in .32 increments until the

loan is repaid or the maximum rate is reached.

The Owmnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 freezes the
incremental increases after 2 years if a state meets certain tests. For tax
years 1981 and 1982, a state qualifies for the "cap" if it has taken no action
that results in either a net tax reduction or a net decrease in solvency. In
tax years 1983 through 1987 a state must also impose an average tax rate at
least equal to its benefit cost ratio for the 5 preceding years, and the
balance of advances on September 30 of each year beginning in 1983 may not
exceed the balance on September 30, 1981 (or the balance on the third
preceding September 30 in subsequent years).

~ The Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982 permits states
to repay the equivalent of the FUTA increase out of experience-rated state UC

tax receipts.



State
ARKANSAS
COLORADO
CONNECTICUT
DELAWARE
DIST. OF COLUMBIA
ILLINOIS

IOWA

KENTUCKY
LOUISIANA
MAINE
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY
OH10
PENNSYLVANIA
RHGDE ISLAND
TEXAS
VERMONT

WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN
PUERTO RICO
U.S. VIRGIN 1S.

!

FEBKUARY 1, 1983

FEDERAL ADVANCES TO STATE UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST ACCOUNYLS
' .

TOTAL

Total Qutstanding Debt Oldest Advahce FUTA Rate*
December 30 1582 Qutstanding Payment Due Repayment Status 1982 1933
$ 77.0 million 1980 Nov. 1983 Default 1.0% 1.4
4.4 1982 Nov. 1984 .7 .8
$ 270.5 1972 Nov. 1983 Default 1.4 1.8
53.9 1975 Nov. 1983 Default 1.3 1.7
56.9 1975 Nov. 1983 Detfault 1.3 1.7
2,069.0 1975 Nov. 1983 Default 1.3 1.7
63.4 1982 Nov. 1984 * .7 .8
121.4 1981 Nov. 1983 .7 LGw
102.4 1982 Nov. 1984 .7 .8
20.9 1975 Nov. 1983 Default l.o*** 2.0
2,185.8 1980 Nov. 1Y83 Default 1.0 1.4
288.0 1980 Nov. 1983 Default 1.0 L.4
89.8 1982 Nov. 1984 .7 8
520.7 1975 Nov. 1983 Default 1.3 1.7 &
1,658.1 1980 Nov. 1y83 Default 1.0 1.4 !
2,145.3 1975 Nov. 1983 Detault 1.3 1.7
101.7 1975 Nov. 1933 Default 1.3 1.7
142.9 1982 Nov. 1984 .7 .8
31.0 1974 Nov. 1983 Default 1.3 1.7
144.2 1980 Nod. 1983 Defaulc 1.0 1.4
412.9 1982 Nov. 1984 -7 -8
65.6 1975 Nov. 1983 Detault 1.3 1.7
2.9 197> Nov. 1983 Default 1.3 1.7
$10,628.9

v

Prepared by Eric J. Oxfela, Employee Benefits Attorney
Chamber of Commerce of the United States

(202) 463-5514

Kk

Tax rate applicable to 1982 and 1983
payroll. 1983 rate assumes that state does
not meet cap criteria.

1983 FUTA rate will be 1.1% if state fails
to repay by November, 1983.

Elected not to take advantage of cap.

1 Juau{oe3dy
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The Voice of Business

Richard L. Lesher, Piosident
Chamber of Commerce of tf

e United States

JOBLESS BENEFITS OUTSTRIP PAY FOR SOME AMERICANS

WASHINGTON -- Recently I suggested that high unemployment and welfare benefits

have made joblessness an increasingly attractive alternative for many Armericans.

This argument prompted many reactions, most of them favorable.

But I was

roundly criticized in some quarters for claiming, according to the critics, that we

have high unemployment today because the unemployed §1mply prefer not to work.

First, let's

the vast majority of jobless Americans have chosen this condition.

question that most

be clear about what I did and did not say. 1 did not say that

There is no

desperately want to work. I did say, however, that double-digit

unemployment 18 caused by many factors, including the recession; excessive taxes

and regulations that have strangled business activity; unreasonable wage demands by

labor leaders which have helped price many of our products out of world markets; and

finally, the fact that in recent years we have pushed unemployment and welfare

benefit levels so high that joblessness has become a preferable and, in some cases,

a more profitable a

1lternative to work.

As evidence”of this, consider the e%ample of a typical Florida family of four

with a weekly income of $250.

for providing me wi

(I am grateful to the Florida Farm Bureay Federation

th this information.) If the wage earner in this case were laid

,off from his job, he and his family would receive the following monthly income and

benefits:

Unemployment Compensation $ 537.50
Food Stamps 151.75
Bousing and Utilities Assistance 333.35
School breakfasts and lunches 70.40
Energy Assistance (approx.) 50.00
TOTAL Unemployed Monthly Income $1,143.00

In other words, this worker while unemployed receives a tax free monthly

income that 1is actually greater, six percent greater, than his salary on the job.

Moreover, his jobless income and benefits are tax free while the salary is not.

This makes the "unemployment premium" that much greater

In fact, once taxes are taken into account, this $250 per week wccker would

have to find a job with a weekly gross pay of $312 in order to match in take-home

pay what he gets by being unemployed.

.

In relating this example 1 am not passing judgment on whether current

#395--12/20/82
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unemployment benefits are too high or too low in terms of what it takes to provide
for a family oi four. But simple common sense about human motivation suggests that
a society based on a system of incentives mset reward those who work at a higher
level than those who don't, regardless of whatever misfortune pushed the latter
group into that condition.

Unemployment is a personal tragedy for millions of Americans. But for others
it is a matter of choice -- and that choice is draining our economy of precious
resources that should be in the hands of businesses and consumers so that jobs can
be created for all those who do want them. This {s a.national tragedy tkat nc one

talks adout,
[N

¢395--12/20/82
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Senator HEiNz. Thank you, Mr. Dyer. .

Mr. Kay? -

Senator CHAFEE. Mr. Chairman, I am anxious. I do hope the wit-
nesses will observe the 5-minute rule or we will be here until 4
o’clock, and that is a long period.

Senator HEINz. I concur wholeheartedly with Senator Chafee's
admonition.

Mr. Kay.

STATEMENT OF EDWARD H. KAY, JR., REGIONAL VICE PRESI.
DENT, NATIONAL COMPENSATION CONTROL SYSTEMS, AND
CHAIRMAN, UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION SUBCOMMITTEE,
COUNCIL OF STATE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, ACCOMPANIED
BY WILLIAM R. BROWN, PRESIDENT, COUNCIL OF STATE
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Mr. Kay. I will condense my comments as briefly as I can.

Senator CHAFEE. | hope they fall within the 5 minutes.

Mr. Kav. All right.

I am Ed Kay, chairman of the Subcommittee on Unemployment
Compensation of the Council of State Chambers. Bill Brown, the
president of the council, is with me today.

The extension of FSC benefits, we can support the 30-week test
in order to qualify for FSC, particularly in situations where the in-
dividual will be qualifying for weeks beyond 39 as he is already eli-
gible for the extended benefits.

In terms of not being eligible, if the person voluntarily quits or
has been released with cause, we agree that is an appropriate re-
quirement to put on the FSC program, the same as it is on the ex-
tended benefit program.

In the area of training and relocating programs and incentives,
we feel that the basic unemployment compensation State taxes
should be used solely for paying unemployment compensation bene-
fits, and not for training purposes. The States have adequate re-
sources or adequate ability to raise revenues if they want to devel-
op a training program within their State without tapping the un-
employment tax which, to understate it, is under dire straights
right now in most States.

In terms of the voucher proposal, we understand the administra-
tion’s concern with trying to put ple back to work. We do not
believe the voucher program in the FSC program is appropriate,
though. If for no other reason, it places a premium on this type of
individual to be employed by an employer as opposed to other
people who are unemployed, such as those drawing regular bene-
fits, drawing extended benefits, those who might qualify for the
targeted job tax credit, or just new entrants into the labor market.
We don’t think it is appropriate for a premium to be placed on an
individual.

The last item and the most important, I think, is the area of in-
terest on State loans and the cap. We have heard some very good
comments today by Governor Thompson. Earlier, Governor Blan-
chard of Michigan made some recommendations. The congressional
action requiring States to pay interest on loans has been most help-
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ful in encouraging some States to face up to the necessity of modi-
fying their benefit programs and improving their State laws.

By and large, these changes in benefit provisions at the State
level have resulted in laws that do a better job of paying the appro-
priate benefit amounts to only those persons who have demonstrat-
ed an attachment to the labor force and are truly unemployed
through no fault of their own. The Congress, we believe, should
continue to provide strong incentives for the States to face up to
their responsibilities. Therefore, any suspension of interest or
changes in the cap should be conditioned on the State meeting
strict requirements for putting their unemployment programs on a
sound basis.

In this regard, we believe the proposals of Governors Blanchard
and Thompson have merit. Their proposals provide an appropriate
framework within which an equitable solution can be developed as
they address both increases in taxes as well as restrictions in bene-
fit eligibility and amounts. Fine tuning will be necessary.

As an example, under Governor Blanchard’s proposal, the State
of New Jersey could reduce their replacement rate from 663 to 66
percent, a very nominal adjustment, and qualify because they have
made a reduction in benefit replacement rates. We believe some-
thing must be done stronger than that.

Senator Heinz, you have mentioned earlier or you had asked a
question specifically as to whether Congress should mandate these
specific changes that should be made at the State level, or should it
be a percentage approach. Both have drawbacks. The percentage
approach has the drawback that a State that has a very liberal law
to begin with can meet a percentage reduction without really cut-
ting into those individuals who under other States would be éligi-
ble or should qualify.

On the other hand, a mandated type of approach touches on Fed-
eral standards, which we are strongly opposed to. Possibly an ap-
proach would be to put forth a shopping list of areas that are im-
portant in the area of unemployment compensation,-and couple
that with a percentage approach. In other words, a State that cuts
their benefits by 25 or, say, 20 percent, or meets certain of the
shopping list requirements within the State in terms of benefit eli-
gibility, benefit replacement rates, duration, disqualifications, if it
met one or the other, it would then be in a position to qualify for
interest deferral, interest reduction, a cap at the Federal level on
the FUTA tax.

We think it is only appropriate that States that are asking for a
reduction in interest or for an extension of the cap, have provisions
that are at least as stringent as the majority of the other States
within the country. In other words, present a shopping list that is
tied into what is the majority of the other States’ requirements.

That concludes my remarks. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Kay follows:]
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I am Edward H. Kay, Jr., Regional Vice President, National Compensation
Control Systems, 1 appear today as Chairman of the Unemployment Compensation
Subcomnittee of the Employee Benefits and Relations Committee of the Council
of State Chamher- of Commerce. Accompanying me is William R. Brown, President

of the Council of State Chamhers of Commerce.

Mr. Chairman, we appreciate this opportunity to comment on behalf of the
kmployee Renefits and Relations Conmittee of the Council of State Chambers of
Cormerce on the Administration's unemplovment compensation and training
incentive proposals and the pressure from the States for relief from the
federal interest requirements that Congress wisely imposed on loans to permit
States to continue unemployment benefit‘payments in the face of depleted State

funds.

EXTENSION OF FSC BENEFITS

Support £or Administration Attachment to Labor Market Requirement

The Council of State Chambers of Commerce has long taken the position
that the omplover nbligation to finance unemployment compensation should be
met  through properly functioning State Experience Rating Tax Svstems and
should be confined to the basic 26 week benefit program and the Federal-State

Extended Renefit Program. Congress has correctly recognized that when there

-1-
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is widesprcad unemployment for longer periods, benefits should be financed by

society in general by the Federal government.

In view of the 100% Federal financing of the Federal Supplemental
Compensation (FSC) Program we believe that the Administration's proposal to
require a 30 week employment test of atpachment to the Tabor market to qualify
for these benefits and to disaqualify those who voluntérily quit their jobs or
who were “"fired far good cause" are appropriate. These requirements are in
keeping with the unemployment compensation principles of benefits for persons
unemployed through no fault of their own who have demonstrated attachment to

the labor force.

TRAINING AND RELOCATION PROGRAMS AND INCENTIVES

State Programs Desirable, But Should Not Be Financed by Unemployment Funds

The basic principle of State unemployment taxes has been from the
beginnina, and we believe should continue to be, to pay for unemployment
benefits for persons unemployed through no fault of their own. Although it is
rcertainly desirable to encourage State training programs it should not be
financed bv doing violence to this principle. Therefore, we aré opposed to
the Administration's proposal to permit State's to use 2% of their unemploy-
ment benefit funds for training programs for the lona term unemployed.
Furthermore, most of the States have inadequate funds to pay unemployment
benefits, therefore it is particularly inappropriate at this time to attempt

to use the limited funds for any purpose other then uqempIOyment berefits.

-2- -
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It should also be noted that the States currently have the ability to
raise funds from other seurces for training purposes without undermining the
financing of unemplovment compensatinr., This approach would be more logical
particularly  when it is realired that States wha are naying interest would
have Lo pay more interes® in the future.  Thic could result in the final cnsts
n‘ sych training bheino 107 or more then in other States. Furthermore, using
State unemplovment taxes would reduce a States ability to reet Federal cap
provisions on FUTA reductions.

This proposal would nffcourse increases "socialized" costs for the State
nrograns which is rcompletelv inconsistent with the Administration's desire to

make cxperience rating work more effectivelv,

The Voucher Praposal

Heosvipathi o wath the Mdniniateat tan's decive to provide incentives for
cmployers to hire the unemnloyed. . Ve dowht, however, that the proposed
vacher progran will contrihute verv much tn this obiective. In fact, it
seald he counter productive in terms of ether proarams such as Taroeted Johs
oy {redit, To be specific, the iadividual qualifiing for FSC would carry a
promiut for emplovinent which would be at the expense of nther unemployed

includine those qualitving for T.0.T.C. or reqular benefits.
It <hould al<o he noted that the Administration's proposal results in tax

credits  which coeuld _exclude gcvernmental entities and nonprofits  from

participating. A1V emplovers should he ahle to receive a credit,

-3-
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INTEREST ON STATE LODANS

Continued Interest Requirements Essential - Placing State Benefit Programs on

a sound Basis Should be a Prerequisite for Interest Relief

The Congressional action requiring the States to pav interest on loans
from thr Federal government to help finance their unemployment begefit
prograins has been most helpful in encouraging sc-e States to face up to the
necessity of modifiying their benefit programs and improving their tax laws.
The benefit changes result in laws that do a hetter joh of paying appropriate
benefil amounts to anly those persons who have demonstrated an attachment to

the labor force and are truly unempltayed through no fault of their own.

The Conqress should continue to provide incentives for the States to face
up to their responsibilities. Anv suspension of interest payments should be
~nnditioned on a State meeting strict requirements for putting their
unemplovment proqrams on a sound hasis. TIn this renard we believe that the
propasal of fovernor Blanchard of Michigan has merit, His proposal provides
an appropriate frarmewark within which an equitable solution can be developed
as it addresses both increased tax efforts and restrictions in benefit
eliqibilty and amounts, Fine tunina of his proposal should include more
specific objectives in terms of henefit nmodifications. As an example,
reducing the wage replacement ratio should include the amount of reduction

*hat would be appropriate hased an levels in all other states.

-4-
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CAP ON LOSS OF FUTA CREDIT

The cap on the 1oss of FUTA credit was passed to encourage States to pay
their outstanding debts through their experience rateé tax laws and tn control
benefit provisions. Many States _have taken strong steps towards these
objectives but will still fail to qualify for the cap as a result of unforseen
economic situtations which were croatéd by back-to-hack recessions. In light
of the current status we believe that Congress should examine the cap provi-
sions to make necessarv adqutments so that those States which have leaisla-

tivelv addressed their circumstances can qualify for the can.



154

Senator HeiNz. Thank you very much, Mr. Kay.
Mr. Semple.

STATEMENT OF NATHANIEL M. SEMPLE, VICE PRESIDENT AND
DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS, RESEARCH AND POLICY
COMMITTEE, COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. SEmMPLE. What is interesting about being at this stage of the
game is that your original testimony shrinks like a dried-up
sponge, so I will quickly summarize my remarks.

I am also told by your gracious staff that if I could keep it in 5
minutes, I might be the favorite witness on the panel. So let me get
to the point.

First, CED does see a need to deal with the long-term unemploy-
ment problem. Second, we do not believe any proposal offered thus
far satisfactorily answers that need.

Third, we think the President’s approach, particularly in relation
to public works, would be inadequate.

'ourth, the real problem is that what we are experiencing is
countercyclical unem%:)yment which has become structural in
nature. Governor Thompson pointed out, individuals who have
been unem 1(3!ed for an excessively long period of time are unlike-
1 ';ever to find their original jobs. The real question is, what do we

0?
As David O'Neill of the Bureau of the Census described in the
Washington Post several weeks ago, 1.6 million individuals have
been unemployed longer than 1 year. No policy now deals with this
group, and with limited resources, I believe the need is to target on
these individuals. What is unfortunate about the current proposals
is, none seem to be addressing them.

We feel that the Ul program offers some real possibilities. The
panel here and others have gone to some extent to discuss the diffi-
culties in trying to use Ul as a transition device. CED has long
been on record urging that Ul be redesigned as a more effective
transition device after a person has been on Ul for a reasonable
period of time. '

In my testimony, I have sug¥esbed numerous possibilities though
with a few cautionary notes. I think it is important to recognize
that Ul is an integral part of our overall employment policy. Un-
fortunately, we have tended to look at it in a separate, disparate
fashion, and it is time to look at Ul as an integral part of a job
creation policy.

The attractiveness of Ul and the Ul system is that it is already

" in place, that it directly links employers and employees, and that it

ties benefits to those who are truly in need and unemployed. No
other Federal or State program administered anywhere offers the
same advantages.

Admittedly, we have to address the short-term financial crisis in
so many States. My conclusion is CED feels that a considerable
amount of attention needs to be addressed to the long term and
once the current proposal passes, to looking at Ul as a system that
can serve a wide range of transition needs of the unemployed.

Thank you very much.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Semple follows:]
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* The positions takan in this testimony are partiaily based on QED's
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ments on Proauct‘vit Pollcy and Industrial Strateqy. However, the
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asse
necessar1ry represent individual CED trustees or their organizations.
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Mr. Chairman, ! appreciate the opportunity to testify today
on behalf of the Committee for Economic Development on the various
Job creation proposals now under consideration. As you know, CED
is comprised of 200 of the nation‘'s leading business executives
and university presidents who view their mission as developing
policy recommendations that look to long-term economic growth and
social betterment for our nation. Accordingly, CED has not developed an
"official" position on any specific proposal, 1nc1ud1ng‘the
President's. However, over the past several years we have developed
numerous policy recommendations, particularly with respect to
meeting the needs of the unemployed, which bear on consideration
of these proposals and, I belfeve, lay out clear and compelling
principles by which they should be exam!ned.]

Several of these were recently included fn a CED statement,

Employment Policy for the Hard-to-Employ, released on June 7, 1982.

This statement set the stage for CED's working with an informal
working coatitfon of business groups, known as thé Business Working
Group for Human Resources in developing recommendations for the
recently enacted Job Training Partnership Act. We bi!ieve JTPA

can have a significant impact, and are cofivVinced that the new partngr-
ship between local governments and business as embodjed in the
redesigned private industry councils (PIC) wi1l make a lasting con-

tribution to the economic vitality of the nation's communities,

1. See Committee for Economic Development, Jobs for the Hard-to-Employ;
0 t

New Directions for a Public-Private P<rtnersﬁi (1978), Em men
Pollcy for the Hard to Employ: Ihe Path of Frogress (1982i Forthcoming
statements on Productivity and Industrial §3£g£531
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not only with respect to the training of the hard~tp-emp1oy. but in
the greater involvement of business in upgrading elementary and.
_secondary education, in cooperative efforts aimed at expanding local
e'conomic development, and in a variety of other ways. We at CED
are committed to seeing that its implementation is accomplished
smoothly and results in a significant new involvement of the
business community unemployment and training programs.
~First, Mr. Chairman; we believe any legisiation dealing with

the short-term must be viewed in context with the need to adopt thcse
long-term fiscal policies essential to restor1n§ sound, non-inflatioﬁary
economic growth. 1 would like to submit for the record a Statement
which has just been prepared Ey Fletcher Byrom, CED's Chairman, which
surmarizes our current thinking on fiscal policy. Some of the specifics
of his statement reflect only Mr. Byrom's personal views, byt it is pri-
marily based on recent CED policy positions in this area. h

In his statement, Mr. Byrom sets forth four essential goals for
fiscal policy: -
. a progressive, year-by-year reduction in the

inflation rate‘until essential price-stability

is achieved,

. achievement of healthy economic growth and high
employment, ‘
. a significantly greater share of GNP being

devoted to investment and saving, and

19-070 O0-—-83—-11
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adequate weight to the concerns of those dis-
advantaged members of our society who have the
greatest need.

1t {s this latter goal -- addressing the concerns of those most
in need that underscore my remar{s today. I would predict that a
majority of CED's trustees would support, at least in spirit, the
President's effort to enact the job creation 5111, although with some
real concern. First, they w9u1d want to ensure that any projected
new outlays fall within the fiscal constraints specified in Mr. Byrom's
statement. More specifically, they would wish that any new outlays
be judged in terms with the pressing need to»guin 3 handle on the
projected enormous and successive "outyear" budget deficits. Re-
ducing such deficits 1s essential if we are to restore confidence in
future non-inflatfonary growth and expect to see continuing decline
in interest rates. And second, considering the views they have
exprassed in past CED policy statements dealing with employment
policy, particularly the hard-to-employ, 1 belfave a majority of
our trustees have real reservations about some of the specifics
and would wonder whether or not the proposal will accomplish what
its authors intend.

The first and foremost question to ask fs just who do we intend
to help with the job creation bi11?° It is surprising fust how little
thought s given to this. It is often\assuu.d that “unemployed" meaps
the same thing to all people. For example, when one hears the figure

*12 mi11ion individuals® are out of work, there is a taﬁdcncy to be-
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lieve tha; these are the exact same individuals who were unehployed
the last time these unemployed statistics were announced. Ye{

even as late as this past January, 7.5 million of the unemployed had
foupd re-employment within fourteen (14) weeks.

There is also the assumption that most of these are workers
who have lost their jobs in the steel, auto or related industries.
While unemployment in these fndustries remains at crisis proportions,
one should not forget that nearly half the current unemployed are
in what are essentially white-coilar occupations, {.e., managerial,
professional, technical, sales, administration and service related
employment. —And finally, one statistic worth mentioning -- particularly
in 1ight of the current emphasis on public works -- is that although
unemployment is at near historical highs fn the construction industry,
it constitutes only 1/12 of overall unemployment.

I mentfon these statistics only to show that unemployment is not
static; 1t is dynamic, effects individuals in all occupations, has a
greatly differing impact on individuals and, as I will describe below,
requires a flexible yet clea{, consistent and predictable approach.

It 1s equally important to remember that as in past recessions,
there exist three general type§ of unemployment: frictional, struc-
tural and cyclical. *“Frictional" unemployment {s generally associated
with normal job turnover in the economy--- where individuals volun-
tarily are changing jobs or have quit voluntarily. These include,
for example, youth who return to school or individuals leaving one

Jjob to take another one elsewhere. This unemplioyment 1s usually
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brief in duratfon. Frictional unemployment obviously fluctuates
consideérably with the business cycle. )

fStructural ™ unemployment, in its purest sense, is unemployment
that results from permanent shifts in demand. Ffor example, unemployment
resulting from a permanent downward shift in steel capacity is '
“structural*. B8ut policy makers in the past ten years have tended to
“fnclude in the definition of "structurally"” unemployed any one uhgse
sk\lls. work experience or'othgr employment handicaps prevent them from
obtaining employment.

Finally, "cyclical® unemployment involves those who have either
lost or were laid off from their jobs but who are likely to regain
employment in their original occupations once the economy improves.

What is troublesome about the current recession is that those
we would have considered as cyclically unemployed, which were generally
provided for withiﬁ our traditional unemployment insurance system --
are now experiencing what are structural problems. The avidence
reveals that in past recessions, almost 80% of those deemed *cyclically*
unemployed .returned to their former occupations. Although there is
considerable debate over the extent of the shift, it is clear that
a significant number of -those who would have otherwise expected
to return to their original jobs will simply not find one aQailable.
In other words, to use the current 1h1om. they will have become
"permanently dislocated”. .

One way of looking at this is simply to look at th duration of

unemployment. Unfortunately, our current method of collecting unemp\py-
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ment data does a poor job of measuring hardship. But it cﬁn be fairly
well assumed that (1) the longer a person remains unemployed, the
worse it becomes and (2) the greater the chances that person will be
1perﬁancnt1y' dislocated and will require retraining or relocation
“_gf some sort.
The number of suéh individuals has grown dramatically. As
<~ David-0'Nefll of the Census Bureau pointed out several weeks ago
in an extremely illuminating analysis in the Washington Post, the
number of individuals who havé been unemployed longer than 26 weeks
has doubled in the past year. And the number who have been out of
~work for over a year now totals nearly 1.6 million.

Giving this as a context, it is ;omewhaé hard to discern pre-
cisely what kind of unemployment the President's proposals, as well as
others being developed on the hill, are designed to address. My
assumption is that they are directed towards "cyclical™ unemploy-
ment and to provide jobs quickly to a large number of unemployed,

_presumably most of whom would have been out of work for some time.

Whatever the focus, the President's and other proposals
attempt to address the unemployment problem in one of two ways:
direct and indirect. Direct methods include public works,
public service and other community development employment programs.
Indirect methods }nvolve the use of such incentives to business as

tax credits.
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CED has never enjoyed a great deal of enthusiasm for the direct
approach. It is our conviction that the only real solution to
cyclical unemployment is economic recovery. CED has supported direct
ktring, however, if the programs hire those most in need and whch
the jobs are designed to improve a person‘s chances for unsubsidized
employment in the future. In short, CED has espoused direct job
craation as a possible way to reduce "structural® unemployament.

Over th? years CED Has developed a number of principles con-
cerning direct job creation programs:

1) Such jobs should be directed to those most
in need;

2) the jobs should faclude adequate skill development
to tmprove a person's chances for future unsub-
sidized employment;-

3) such jobs should be of a 1imited duration to enable
as many of the unemployed as possible to enjoy
the benefits of such work opportunity;

4) the programs should involve a minimum of administra-
tive overhead;

5) substitution, whether by public or private
employers, should be prevented as much as possible;

6) that the job contribute to community revitalization
and not be "make-work®; )

7 that the administration of the program should be
the responsibility of local officials with a
significant business input.
Public works would not appear to meet more than one or two
of these tests. While it may be effective for long-term economic
revitaljzation of a communfty, it is particularly unsatisfactory

both as a short-term job creation device and for addressing structural
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unemployment. CED, I belfeve, would support efforts to improve the
nation's infrastructure as an important capital public investment,
but as Franklin Lindsay, CED's Vice Chairman and Chairman of the
Executive Committee of Itek Corporation, testified before another

Senate Subcommittee several weeks agor

*S{milar etforts in the past have not proven to be
particularly effective in generating new jobs. The

$6 billion public works job program passed by Congress
in response to the 1974-75 recession did not reach full
levels until 1978 -- 3 years after the recession had
reached bottom... .

Subsequent analysis by OMB, the Congression Budget 0ffice
and others revealed a very high level of ‘substitution.
OMB, in 1979, found that only two percent of the funding
and only 12 “ercent of the jobs provided in the 1974
local public works program went to individuals who had
previously been unemplayed."

Perhaps, the most critical assessment of public works is contained

in the Economic Report of the President, which states that, in fact,
public works programs have proven to be "counter-productive”. Hhat'
makes public works even more problematical is that it is targeted
to hiring individuals at prevailing rates of pay in an findustrial
sactor that has historically enjoyed a large premium over those in
general manufacturing. And while that industry admittedly suffers
from & very high level‘of unemployment, it might better be served
by a continued decline in interest rates brought on by reduced pro-
Jected budget deficits.

The traditional alternat}ve to public works, of course, has

been public service employment. Few programs have suffered as



ignominfous a history as PSE. Despite what appears to be quite
successful efforts to reform the program in 1978 -- reforms that CED
supported -- PSE never recovered from the scandals of nepotism,
patronage and abuse that afflicted it during its heyday in the mid 70's
when nearly three quarters of a million were employed under its auspices.

But even if reformed -- and I belfeve the recent reports by
Bill Mirengoff and associates are convincing in this respect -- PSE
can only marginally effect cyclical unemployment.

In my view, Psf should only be considered in the context of
the principles I have enumerated above, chiefly to provide the longast-
term unemployed with a work training experience that will hopefully
1eaf such individuals to permanent, unsubsidized jobs.

B f should mention one parenthetical thought strongly recommended
by Mr. Lindsay: One 6} the principles which was included in the Presi-
dent's proposal is to move up already budgetted contracts where there
is clearly a recognized national need and where there §s a real employ-
_ ment effect. One way of dofng this is to follow the mandate already
in law that contracts be let throughout the government that impact.
on labor surplus areas. While this is not a "solution" to the
unemployment problem, more rapid implementation of already existing
contractual authority in this fashion would be useful in and of itself.

The second approach to job creation is indirect -- through tax
and other incentives to business and, as some current proposals
recommend, to public employers. The Targetted Jobs Tax Credit is

the most notable example. CED, again, has never been very‘enthusiastic

about the tax credit concept.
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A new indirect method has been proposed by the Pre;ident. As
I understand it, the President has recommended a UI tax offset t9 any
employer agreefng to hire an fndividual on FSB. A similar approach
has been recommended by Senator Dan Quayle in S. 242. It {s my
understanding that the underlying premfse of these racommenda-
tions is an effort to utilize the UI system as a more effective transition
device. CED has, in the>p|st. recommended expanding the avaiiability
of greater work and training opportunities to persons on Ul. However,
CED has not taken an “official“ position on these proposals and I will
thus limit myself to a few personal observations.

To begin with, we should recognize some important realities:

First, the Ul system {s suffering extraordinary financial
strain. The high-unemployment states are running deticits that,
considering the recent legislation requiring interest payments, may
take years to reduce -- even assuming economic recovery fully benefits
them. Just yesterday, the District of Columbia announced a strict
limit on both amount and duration of benefits. Clearly, this
situation needs to be addressed. '

Second, the effectiveness of the Employment Service must be =
examined. In 1978, CED recommended a number of policies designed
to improve its functioning, particularly in the job areas of counseling,
Job search and job referral. One recommendation made bf CED in 1978 --
to integrate more carefully the employment service with other federal,
State and local employment and training prog;ans was adopted in
the recent Job Training Partnership Act. Now, for the fifst time,

the business community, through their involvement on the PICs, will
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have an opportunity to jointly plan local ES activities. Tﬁis

is an excellent first step, and may lead to a much more effective
use of the nearly 1 billion dollars which employers spend via wa]
of the Ul tax on ES functfons. A second recommendation CED made
in 1978 fnvolved the actual way in which the €S handles its job
placement functions. Rather than detatl these, suffice to say
that we encourage the ES to devote even greater attention to the
longer~-term unemployed and those receiving unemployment insurance.
.: . It is important that thesé matters be addressed at the

same time we consider new ways to make Ul a more effective transf-
tion device.

Concerning the President's Ul proposal, Qnd that of Senator
Quayle, let me ﬁay that these commints do not reflect CED's views,
nor that of any trustee or his or her organfzation. CED is now
wrestling with a number o} possible recommendations designed to
improve the functioning of the labor market which'we intend to include
in our forthcoming s;atament on Industrial Strategy.

The advantage of a Ul voucher 1s that is a clearly recoanized,
direct f{ncentive to the employer, unlike the tax credit. One of fits
disadvantages {s that the substitution question and the fact that it
gives preference to the long-term unemployed, in effect, putting them
at the head of the hiring line. A third disadvantage is that might
encourage those nearing the end of the State Ul program to "hold"
on for fsa. -

Despite the problems, [ belfeve its worth exploring, First,

targetting on the long-term unemployed is not oad puticy, 1T vae

)
AN
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assumes those who have the longest unemployment duration ;re those
most in need. Second, if the Employment Service adopts strict

Job search, counseling and referral rules, it would minimize the
"Dlip* effect.

Third, some way needs to be found to encourage those States’
which now prohibit retraining or re-education to do ;o to allow greater
flexibility. 1In 1978, CED recommended that this be done aflar a
“reasonable period of time®.

One possibility is to 1im1t the voucher as an offset of on-the-
job-training, perhaps, one of the more successful job development
programs. Under JTPA, not more than 1/2 the cost of such training fis
subsidized, but even so, employers have gennrilly viewed this program
as one of the more useful ones coming out of the employment and train-
ing system. Perhaps, 3 simflar approach would be considered in this
area.

Before concluding, let me suggest one other possibility which,
while not included in the President's programs is worth discussing,
that would fa]1~under your Committee's jurisdiction. Again, the
source fs Senator Quayle's S. 242. As currently drafted, sectiqn 202
of S. 242 would allow a properly certified “dislocated” worker tb
withdraw contributions and interest on individual retirement accbunts
without fncurring a tax penalty currently stipuléted under Sectfon 408(f)
of the Internal Revenue Code 154. Some concern has been expressed
this may undermine the purpose of IRA and 1 know that CED's trustees would

also share this concern. As you know, we have been among the strongest
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'propdhents of expanded incentives for private savings for retirement
and workéd hard for adoption of the IRA concept. [ would urge, therefore,
that 1f adopted, the eligibility for such a draw down carefully be
drawn to prevent abuse and to assure emphasis on the principle purpose
og IRA. Nevertheless, the fact remains that any individual who has
been u;employed more than half a year needs to be able to draw on
all the family resources that individual can obtain.

Mr. Chafrman, we believe that any jobs creation device needs
to consider the pressing need tb restore the economy to full health.
And if the Congress is to adopt a package, it should be clearly designed
to address the reality of_pnenployment and specific local labor market
conditions. It should be targetted on those most in need, in a way
that fmproves thefr chances to gain meaningful employment once the
economy recovers. It should thus encourage fndividuals to gain training
and employment that truly reflects the rapid changes going on in
the economy. Any such approach should be tied as closely as possible
to the individual who is unemployed and to the emoloyer community and,
should avoid a costly new adminfstrative structure. The best way ‘
to accompiish this is to provide that both employment and trainfng

opportunities de developed at the local level.

Mr. Chafrman, 1 appreciate the opportunity you have given me

to testify today.
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Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the Committee for Economic Development (CED), I
am pleased to submit this statement outlining the basic aéproach toward
current fiscal policy issues that wa believe is needed to restore sound
noninflationary growth of our economy. While gsome of the cited specific
applications of this approach are my own personal recommendations, the
positions described here are generally in line with those that CED has
supported in the past. In a separate section of this statement, I shall
also describe the preliminary views on key budget process issues that
have emerged from the discussion of CED's Subcommittee on Budget Concepts

and Processes to date.

Fiscal Policy Issues

A central featura of CED's thinking ever since our organization
was founded over forty years ago has been a focus on the long term. We
believe it is essential that short-run fiscal, monetary and other economic
policies be systematically and steaéily geared to the nation's broad long-
range economic goals. In testimony submitted to this Committee last year,
I described four of the key goals as follows:

PFirst, there is need for a progressive, year-~by-year
reduction in the inflation rate until essential price
stability is achieved... There are strong reasons for
believing that we are now witnessing more permanent
progress toward bringing down the underlying inflation
rate... But adequate progress toward the goal of
reducing inflation cannot be taken for granted and
fiscal and monetary policies... must be conducted on
the assumption that inflationary risks remain great.
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"A second cenzral poliz7 aim is the achievement af
healthy economic gzswth and high smployrent. Given
the continuing inflaticnary threat, scme a0deraticn
in che zate of long-tarm economic growth Irom what
otherwiss aight have teen desirable is probably
necessary. 3ut demand restraint mist 2¢ct heccne s0
severe that it blocks ocut aecessary incentives for

. capital formation and productivity growth.

“Third, public policies need %o te redirec=ad 30 “hat

a significantly greatar share of the growing zeal

Gross National ?roduct will be devoted %0 inveswaent

and saving. We need more iavestment not only in new

plant and equipment but also in zmore rapid technological

prograss and innovation, in domestic energy productica

and conservation, in improved skill training and

educaticn, and in public infrastIucturs.

"Fourth, for reasons of bath equity and humanity,

national polisy can ard should give adequate weight

©5 the soncerns of those disadvantagaed sembers o8&

our society who hrave the sreatest need.”

In our view, these goals rsmai: as relesvant tcdm} s they
“ere a year agoe. It is encouraging that thers is now a mch wider sunlic
sonsensus that fiscal policy should be ained at achiaving “hese goals.
¥ore specilically, the 2iscal program should centain the fouc;wiaq
iagredients:

1. T™he enormous and successively grcwing "cutyear" tudgat
deficits that are aow i prospect in the ahsence of further policy

actions aust be sharply reduced ©o levels that are sonsistent with

lower real intsrest rates and sound sconomic Tscovery. .\icse importancly,
thers needs to be a dscisive reversal of che tIend =oward ever-rising
budget deficits and a clsar ZJemonstration that expectad *uture

structural duficits will eventually be slilinated. Such action is

b
vital for achieving each of the goals cited sarlisr: preventing a
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dapaging resurgence of inflation as the aconcmy recovers; iasuring
that economic expansion will not be aborted by unduly high lavels
of long-tera interast rates propped up by axpectaticns of enormous
future cudgat ceficits; averting a "crowding out® of needed private
capital invescmant sty such deficits; and preventing further damage
that is likely to be inflictsu on =he most disadvantaged Tembers of
our society 1f these future deficits should lead to more inflation
as well as to an abor=ive recovery.

2. The total cut in future deficits must be sufficiently
credidble to make a major dent in current inflationary Q;routzons
and bring abcut the k_:‘.ad of iaterest rats reduction that is needed
for vigorcus revival of capital investmenz. An appropriate goal
might 2e %0 aim at a Zeficit-reduction path that wuld lead to
eliminacion of the deficit or even a modest hudget surplus when
the economy retuzms to :igh employment with reasonable prics
stability. Tiis is a pore striangent requirsment than that used
in the Fresidant's sudget, which projects a return to aigh employment
(defined as 5-1/4 perceat unemplovment) dy 7Y 1988 ut still envisages
a dudget deficit of 3117 billion, Qr 2.4 Jexcent of GN?, for =hat
vear. <n the oc;!xu hand, if one accepts =he nore Tecent prolecticns
by the Congressioral 3udget Office (which point to significantly
lower structural deficit levels than the ?resilent's budgec), the
sotal deficis-reduction task to e a.c.‘-lic‘ved until the indicated goal

is reached appears Tore ranageabla, thcough still verv formidable.



3. At the same time, care must be taken that the budget
is not tightened so abruptly that it interferes with a healthy near-
term recovery. A substantial part of the projected deficits for
FY 1983 and 1984 reflects the effects of continued weakness of the
aconomy, as manifested in abnormally high rates of unemplovment and
apnormally low levels of capacity utilization. Attempts to raduce or
eliminate the "cyclically-induced" portions of the deficit could well
lead to a progressive weakening of the economy and actually add to
the deficit problem.

4. To achieve the needed budget Jdeficit tcd'uctions; a
comprehensive apprcach is required that will spread the burden fairly.
Means-tested and other programs targeted on the poor have already baen
cu’t very substantially and should not be viewed as a source of further )
major savings. The principal deficit reductions will have to come
from nonmeans-testaed antitlement programs and other domestic transgfers
and subsidies; defense spending; and revenue increases.

In the nondefenss area, thae largest share of budgetary savings
should come from slowdowns in the growth of sntitlement programs, par-
ticularly through limitations on automatic cost-of-living adjustments.
In this connection, we support the compromise recommendations of the
Greenspan Commission on Social Security. While our own preferred

solution would have been for a more far-reaching approach, along the

lines spelled out in our 1981 policy statement, Reforming Retirement

Policies, we believe that the Greenspan Commigsion compromise is the

19-070 O0—83—12
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only solution that now has a clear chance of adoption. Early action

to put it in effect 1is urgently required in the interest both of the
Social Security System and of reducing prospective budget deficits.

At the same time, we continue to believe that timely action is also
essential to deal with the longer-range problems of the Social Security —-
System, particularly through a gradual increase in the normal Social
Security retirement age to 68. This could be accomplished in small
steps, by beginning now to increase the normal retirement age two months
a year until the higher retirement age is reached by about the year 2000,
In addition, we favor less than full cost-of-living édjustments for other
entitlement programs as well (with appropriate éxceptions for persons

in the lowest income ca£eqozies) together with forceful action to phase
out various uneconomic subsidies that do not constitute part of the
essential social safety net.

Defense spending should be subject to the same intensive
scrutiny that has been applied to nondefense programs. This should
pernit significant savings from projected increases, at least for the
"out~years" starting in FY 1985, without weakening our basia defense
posture. Better-honed strategies, plus improved procurement and pre-
purchase planning, ocught to enable us to get more for our money. There
must be full recognition of the need to set clear priorities among
defense programs and to ensure that the total program is consistent
with viability of the aconomy. A strong economy is in itself a key

ingredient of overall U.S., national security.



Many of CED's trusteaes share my belief that a cut of abou.
$25 billion in projected FY 1985 defense spending would be feasible
with this approach. The main emphasis, however, should not be on the
precise budget outcome in PY 1984 or 1985 but on restraining the growth
of defense spending over the next 5 to 10 years. In fact, no;r-tem
savings in personnel and maintenance costs might well prove counter-
productive if they should lead to larger-than-projected expenses for
these categories in subsequent years to preserve the required degree
of defense readiness. What we need is an efficient, sustainable long-
term program for strengthening our defenses, without peaks and valleys
that are wasteful and also damaging to effective dealings with our
allies and with the Soviet Union. -

Cong're;s needs to be resolute in driving !orithe max {mum
feasible( combination of ths kind of spending cuts I have outlined, and
torr this task it needs strong support from the Administration and from
. the public. Even such an effort, however, will probably not be enough
to produce the total deficit reduction that is required. Therefore it
seems inaescapable that measures tor increase revenues will have to be
part of the deficitereduction strategy. I regard such tax inaaase's,
however, as a last resort, justifiable only if Congress is in fact
acting resclutely to curtail government expenditures along the lines
outlined here.

If tax increases are enacted in this way, we believe national

ohjectives would be best; served if they are designed to fall primarily
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on consumption. Some increases in revenues over current projects can

be expected if the Social Security compromise is adopted: Other

revenue gaing should be achievable through wider reliance on user
charges andvother structural changes in the tax system, As is discussed

in more detail in the CED policy statement on Productivity Policy: Key

to the Nation's Economic Future that we will publish in about a month,

various structural changes of this kind are desirable, particularly
those that encourage saving and productive investment rather than
consumption. -

Beyond this, however, the need to bring the deficit under
control is likely to call for imposition of additional broad-based
taxes once the recovery has become firmly established. To deal with
this prospect, the Administration has prepared a contingency tax plan,
(involving an excise tax on domestic and imported oil and a 1 percent
income tax surcharge on individu-ls and corporations) that would take
effect in FY 1986 under specified conditions. We recognize the possi-
bility, however, that the specific contingency tax approach outlined
in the budget may not mesh well with Congressional procecures and may
not carry sufficient conviction with the financial markets to allow
the needed near-term reduction in interest rates,

As at least a partial alternative, consideration should be
given to ; modified procedure under which future tax reducticns
currently scheduled to go into effect in FY 1984 and beyond would only

become operative on the basis of explicit Congressional and Executive
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action, following careful analysis of the deficit outlook. For example,
the existing law with respect to initiaticn of so-called "tax indexing”
in FY 1985 might be changed to pxo;iée that such indexing would only ‘
begin if, prior to the start of FY 1985, Congress and the President made
an affirmative decision that this would be appropriate in the 1light of
the budgetary situation at the time.

S. Although forceful actions to reduce deficits will be of
critical importance for the overall fiscal program, attainment of the
national policy objectives I have outlined will also require that otber
aspects of the program are conducive to substantially increased investment
in productive private plant and equipment. Moreover, adequate budget
resources should Ee devoted to longer-term investment in public infra-
structure and in human resources that is needed for sound economic growth.
There is also a case for limited use of temporary job creation, training
and retraining programs that are speEifically geared to the groups hardest
hit by continued high unemployment, including particularly youth, dis-~
located workers, and the long~term unemployed. While most of thgge
programs would entail extra near-term budgetary costs, they need not
add to the long-term deficit and inflation risk if they contain built-in
features that will automatically lead to their termination when the
economry has moved clgser to full recovery. Detailed testimony on the
issues involved in designing temporary as well as longer-term jobs and
training programs was presented by Mr. Franklin A. Lindsay, Vice Chairman

of CED, before the House Education and Labor Committee on February 23.
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CED continues to be strongly in favor of a longer-run objective
of gradually reducing the total share of GNP taken by taxes, in balance
with a phased reduction in government spending as a share of GNP. The
recommendations for tax increases in this letter are cited only very
reluctantly since we are concerned that tax increases not become a
mechanism through which Congress and the Executive avoid their respon-

sibilities for curtailing excessive growth of govermment spending.

Budget Process Issues

As you know, a Subcommittee of CED under the chairmanship of
the Honorablé Elmer Staats, former Canpt‘roller General of the United
States, is currently undertaking an intensive study of budget concepts
and processes. (A list of Subconmittee members and advisers is attached.)
The report of this Subcommittee will be presen‘ted to CED's full Research
and Policy Committee for consideration and preliminary approval at a

meeting in mid-May and a final CED policy statement is expected to be

issued in early June following a mail vote.
while a final report on our recormendations is still some time
off, you may Be interested in knowing some of the preliminary conclusions
that have been reached by the CED Subcommittee on Budget Concepts and
Processes to date. They include the following:
1. Strong support of the present Congressional budget process
and further strsngthening of that process are a vital pieconéition for ’

sound and effective fiscal and economic policies,
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2. Continusd adherence to the unified budget concept is of
key importance for the efficacy and credibility of the budget process.
The Subcommittee is opposed to proposals for taking Social Security,
capital investment, or other items out of the unified budget. It does,
however, believe that it would be useful to place greater focus on
"capital budgeting™ within the unified budget. At the same time,
activities now classified as "off-budget” should be moved back into
the unified budget,

3. Credit transactions included in the "credit budget"
should be subject to regular budget process disciplines, including
binding ceilings on a multi-year basis. Considerable progress in this
direction was made last year. This procedure should be incorporated
into law to_ensure that it will remain a regular feature of the budget
process. At the same time, additional procedures are needed to permit
more direct compari;;;: ;nd gkadeoffs between regular expenditures in
the unified budget and subsidy elements of federal credit programs,
aleong lines that will be more fully spelled out in the final CED report.

4. Special tax provisions that serve functions similar to
direct governmeng.outlays should be brought under closer surveillance
by the budget process, primarily through jocint evaluations of those
special tax provisions and regular outlays that are generally recognized
within the Congress as serving comparable purposes. Because of the
conceptual and practical problems involved in adding up such tax
provisions, however, no attempt should be made to subject the total

of thase tax provisions to binding limits under the budget process.
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S. The Senate and House Budget Committees should make a major
effort to arrive at common economic assumptions in conjunction with the
development of the First Concurrent Budget Resolution. Preparation of
these assumptions should remain the clear responsibility of tgese
committees and should not be tuined over to an outside group of experts,
as some have.proposed. At an appropriate stage of the budget process,
the Administration should, as a regular practice, make available a
recalculation of its budget projections on the basis of Congress' First
Concurrent Budget Resolution.

6. The First Concurrent Budget Resolution should be made
binding -- thereby eliminating the need for a mandatory Second Rasolution
-- with an option for the Congress to add one or more additional resolu-
tions if this appears necessary,

. 7. Points of order in connection with the budget resolutions
should be tied to comnittee and subcommittee spending allocations, as
well as to totals. ) -

8. As an alternative to an abrupt shift to a two-year budget
cycla, the Subcommittee favors active experimentation with extending
the time periods covered by various authorizations, appropriations, and
other funding arrangements, based on the time spans that are most suitable
to the types of activities involved.

I hope that these views will be helpful to you and your

Committee,
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Senator HEiNz. Thank you very much.

Mr. Semple, we want to give you the conciseness and brevity
award. We congratulate you and we thank you.

Mr. SEMPLE. You are welcome. .

Senator HEINZ. Mr. Dyer, I may have missed it in your testimo-
ny. Do you sx:ﬂfort or ggcpose the administration’s proposal to con-
vert some or all of the program to a voucher program?

Mr. Dykr. I think we need a little more study, but basically I be-
lieve that that program is not very valuable in the marketplace
where it would be used.

Senator Heinz. Mr. Kaiomentioned that one reason he would not
be terribly enthusiastic about that idea is that we have a program
called the targeted jobs tax credit program. If FBS recipients were
eligible under TJTC and if refundability were granted it would be
almost identical to what the President has proposed. The President
Eroposes a cash subsidy payment in lieu of tax credit with refunda-

ility for a new targeted group, namely those on unemployment
compensation.

Refundability, unlimited refundability, is probably not something
that the Congress would go along with, but permitting a carry-for-
ward or carry-back the way we do for the ITC might do the job just
about as well. .

My question to Mr. Kay is: Would you favor, in effect, broaden-
ing the tariet job tax credit along the lines suggested as an alter-
native to what the President proposed? Would that be effective?

Mr. Kay. Mr. Chairman, I do not believe so. The experience that
I have seen with the targeted jobs tax credit to a great extent is
that many employers have not cha:fed their employment practices
because of the targeted jobs tax credit. What they are doing is con-
tinuing the same practice they have always had, but now, in the
process of employment, they ask the person if they qualify.

If they do, they go ahead and obtain the tax credit. In other
words, they are not going out and necessarily shopping or trying to
hire these people, which is the %oal of it. They are just using it to
tl})le extent that it is available without actually making any
changes. N

Senator Heinz. Can you explain why employers do not go out
and look for people that way?

Mr. Kay. I would let Mr. iv)yer comment.

Senator HEINz. I will get back to him in 1 minute. Do you have a
view as to why the employers do not more aggressively go out to
get people who are vouthered?

Mr. Kay. The exposure I have had is situations where the em-
ployer is in a given area. The applicants coming in are adequate—
the number of applicants coming in to fill the jobs they have—and
then it is a matter of picking the ones they are going to hire. If
thg;er qualify, they use them.

nator HEINZ. Mr. Dyer, with your other hat on at Federated I
am sure you and I are both aware that Federated has been a very
aggressive user of the targeted jobs tax credit program. Do you
thl{‘fk that expanding its use for this purpose would be advisable or
no

Mr. DyeRr. I do not think it would affect it one way-or the other
particularly. I do not think it would enhance the employment of
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the unemployed. I think the targeted jobs program is effective in
areas were those particular type of applicants are available and
meet qualified job openings.

I think Mr. Kay expressed it very well, that employers in gener-
al, as well as Federated, look at each job opening for the bést quali-
fied applicant. If that applicant happens to be also a person who
qualifies for the targeted job program, then you take advantage of
it. But I do not think that it encourages it in particular.

Senator HEiNz. Both of you—actually all of you—paint a pretty
depressing picture about how we can target in on these people who
htgve been on unemployment compensation for an extended period
of time.

Mr. Dyer. I think that what we have said is that the best thing
is to get them reemployed by making sure they have adequate
training for jobs that are available.

Senator Heinz. But the problem is, we have never been able to
figure out how to do that terribly well, even though we have high
hopes for the Quayle-Kennedy bill.
er. DyER. Retraining is probably more important than anything
else. '

Mr. OxXFELD. May I?

Senator HeINz. Yes; would you identify yourself, please?

Mr. OxreLp. I am Eric Oxfeld, employee benefits attorney for the
chamber and staff to the Chamber’s Counsel on Unemployment
Compensation.

The chamber is generally supportive of the concept of the target-
ed jobs tax credit. The problem we have with both the President’s
proposal and making claimants a target group under TJTC is
that you create a premium for hiring someone who is long-term un-
employed, and there is danger there. )

An unscrupulous emploi\;er—there may be some, hopefully not
among our members—might say to an applicant who comes in in
the 3Tth week of unemployment and would not be eligible for this
credit, come back and see me in 3 weeks when I can get a credit for
hiring you. What that does is give the less long-term unemployed
an incentive to stay unemployed longer in order to make them-
selves more attractive to be hired. In any program to help the long-
term unemployed we urge you to try to avoid that kind of incen-
tive. : ‘

Senator HEiNz. Thank you very much. .

I would like to make one observation in particular for my friend
and colleague Senator Chafee’s benefit. I was not at the hearing we
held here Friday a week ago when these unemployment issues sur-
faced, and I believe there was some expression made at that hear-
ing, John, where it was contended that the targeted job tax credit
is not effective and does not help anyone.

The Treasury Department has estimated that in 1985 there will
be a $750 million revenue loss associated with that program, which
means that program will be helping 400,000 geople, at a minimum,
by their estimates. That would be the least that program would be
helping. So it does affect a large number of igeople. -

I hear what you are saying about the difficulties, and you make
a good point, Senator Chafee.
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Senator CHAFEE. Thank you; Mr. Chairman. I want to thank the
panel. I think it was Mr. Kay, who said that he was opposed to the
Federal Government making requirements on the States for ex-
tended unemployment compensation. Is that correct?

Mr. Kav. I said it. I believe Mr. Dyer would agree with me. We

- are opposed to Federal standards per se.

Senator CHAFEE. I find that unusual. After all, since we are pro-
viding the money, shouldn’t we be permitted to make certain re-
quirements? As you have stated we must watch these requirements
carefully because if we require a simple percent of reduction we
are hurting the State which has been running a tight ship and not
hurting the one who has been perhaps excessive, if you could use
that word. '

z I think that we have a perfect right to mandate some stand-
ards.

Mr. Kay. We agree with the fact that Congress has a very defi-

nite need to encourage the States to tighten their ships. I guess
when 1 refer to Federal standards I am thinking along the lines
that we would not like Congress to come along and say a State
-cannot have a replacement rate greater than fifty percent, period,
that every State must have that kind of replacement rate, or that
every State cannot allow a claimant to draw more than 50 percent
of his wages and benefits.

What I proposed was—— :

Senator CHAFEE. We have a vote on. It will interrupt matters a
little bit. OK, go ahead.

Mr. Kay. What I proposed was really leaving the State the
option. They could either meet a test based upon a percentage re-
duction, if they met certain criteria, they would also meet it. That
was a shopping list approach on the criteria.

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you, Mr. Semple. I think the tendency in
Congress had been to just extend programs and really not take a
deep look at what we are attempting to accomplish. All of you
seem to indicate a concern that unemployment compensation,
while clearly needed by some people, does not really help their
long-term problem which is to learn new skills and new trades.

It is, as I said before, a challenging problem that we have before
us. Thank you all very much. We appreciate your coming.

Now, Miss Vernon, Senator Dole wanted to be here while you
testifiied and he is unavailable. I wonder if we could take the other
panel.

Miss Hackett, are you on a panel, or are you alone?

Ms. Hackerr. There are two of us, Senator—only one speaker,
Senator. , :

Senator CHAFEE. I wonder if Ms. Vernon could wait and we will
take Miss Hackett. The last shall be first though the first shall not
be last. [Laughterj

Ms. Hackett, we welcome you.
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STATEMENT OF MARY C. HACKETT, DIRECTOR, RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, ACCOMPANIED BY
JOHN A. CANFIELD, COMMISSIONER, WEST VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, AND PRESIDENT-ELECT,
ICESA, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Miss HAckert. Thank you.

Senator CHAFEE. We are glad you are here. You are certainly
widely experienced in this field. Why don't you proceed?

b Mr. CANFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I am obviously not Miss Hackett,
ut——

Senator CHAFEE. I recognize that.

Mr. CANFIELD. My name is Jack Canfield. I am the administrator
of the West Virginia agency and the president-elect of the Inter-
state Conference of Employment Security Agencies, which is the
organization of all of the administrators from around the country.

With us is Cheryl Templeman, who is with the ICESA staff here
in Washington.

Senator CHAFEE. You have 5 minutes, Mr. Canfield.

Mr. CaNFIELD. Miss Hackett will now give you a summary of our
positions.

Senator CHAFEE. All right, Miss Hackett, go to it. ~

Miss HAackerT. Thank you very much, Senator Chafee. We would
like to summarize our position on Federal supplemental compensa-
tion, on the use of the UI trust funds on training, on the exemption
of the youth minimum wage from FUTA taxes, and the loan repay-
ment.

Insofar as FSC is concerned, we support the extension of FSC
beyond the current expiration date of March 31 because of the rate
of unemployment and the number of people exhausting benefits re-
mains high. We believe that FSC would be strengthened by modify-
ing the work search requirements to allow the States to tailor re-
quirements to meet local labor market conditions.

lSenaiaor CHAFEE. What do you mean by that? Give me an exam-
ple.

Miss HACKETT. At the present time, the work search require-
ments on FSC require extensive and intensive work search. Local .
labor market conditions would prevail against that in some circum-
stances where claimants who-have little resources are spending
money for transportation to get to plants, sometimes the same
plant in the same community day after day, causing all kinds of
frustration on the part of the employer and the claimant.

So we believe that allowing the State agencies to tailor that to
the needs and conditions prevailing in the local labor market
would make for better administration and would make more sense.

Senator CHAFEE. Good. All right.

Miss HACKETT. We believe that the requirement that FSC recipi-
ents receive the lesser of the number of weeks available in either
the agent or liable State should be repealed and the claimant
sshoul be entitled to the number of weeks available in the liable

tate.

We believe that converting FSC benefits to job vouchers would
not stimulate new jobs, would give FSC recipients a competitive

JE—
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disadvantage over those who have exhausted benefits, and would
be most susceptible to abuse.

We do not support the administration’s proposals to require 30
weeks of work in the base period and deny benefits to those who
have established good cause for leaving their jobs.

Insofar as the use of the unemployment insurance trust funds for
training, we have heard this morning of the financial condition of
so many of the State trust funds that we feel that that in itself
makes this proposal most impractical at this time. We also believe
that using that money for training is against the purpose for which
unemployment insurance trust funds were put into being in the
first place and that it would also be quite incompatible with the
experience rating structure in the State laws.

We also believe, insofar as exemption of the youth opportunity
wages from unemployment and insurance taxes is not in the best
interest of the country at this point. We believe that anyone who
has the risk of involuntary unemployment should be protected by
unemployment insurance.

Insofar as the loan repayment conditions are concerned, we know
that economic conditions have certainly deteriorated since the pas-
sage of the 1981 Budget Reconciliation Act, and we have large li-
abilities now for interest and the cap requirements have become
very difficult for many of the States to meet.

We believe that both the cap provisions and the imposition of in-
terest should be reexamined in the light of this deterioration of the
economy. Any changes should certainly maintain incentives for sol-
vency in the States, but provide some relief for those States that
have taken responsible action.

That summarizes my remarks. I would respectfully request that
our written statement be made a part of the record.

Senator CHAFEE. It certainly will be.

[The prepared statement of John A. Canfield follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JOHN A. CANFIELD

My name is John A. Canf—iew. I am Commissioner of the West Virginia
Department of Employment Security and President-elect of the Interstate
Conference of Employment Security Agencies, Inc. (ICESA). With me t;day
to present our views on the unemployment compensation {ssues before this
Committee is Mary C. Hackett, Director of the Rhode Island Department
of Employment Security.

ICESA is the organization representing administrators of unemployment
compensation laws and public employment offices in the 50 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Vii‘gin Islands. The federal-
-state unemployment insurance system has a major role in many of the
Administration's proposals for addressing unemployment, specifically,
the extension and reétructuring of the Federal Supplemental Compensation
program, the Ilse of state unemployment trust funds for training costs,
and the exclusion of youth opportunity wages from unemployment taxes.

We would also like to discuss the conditfons under which loans are made
to states for unemployment benefit payments. Thank you for this

opportunity to present our views.

FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL COMPENSATION

We urge you to extend the Federal Supplemental Compensation program

beyond the current expiration date of March 31, 1983. The economic
conditions which brought about this program continue to exist, with
unemployment predicted to average more than lb percent for the remainJer
of this year. The number of people who have used all of the regular
state Ul benefits available to them is also at an alarming level; about

80,000 to 90,000 are exhausting regular benefits each week.
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We believe that the FSC program and the Extended Benefit program
could be strengthened by modifying the work search requirements. Under
the current law, recipients of FSC a;e required to make an "active and
sustained search for work" each week for which benefits are claimed.
This means that the individual must visit the place of business of
several prospective employers each week and file an application or make
an inquiry for work. These requirements are inapbropriate in areas
where 1iterally no jobs exist. FSC recipients must spend money to travel
to companies each week when they know the firm is not hiring, and wﬁere
they have previously filed applications. In many areas there are only
two or three major employers, and when they are hiring the word gets
around quickly. We have all seen pictures of hundreds of people lining

up to apply for a handful of job openings.

In light of these constraints, we urge you to allow states more
flexibility in determining work search requirements. States should be
allowed to determine what constitutes an appropriate work search for

FSC recipients, based on 1ocal labor market conditions.

Another change we would urge you to make is repeal of the recently
enacted amendment to the FSC program which requires that individuals
claiming FSC on an interstate basis receive either the number of weeks
available in the state where they live or where they are entitled to
benefits, whichever is less. In other respects an individual's entitle-
ment to benefits is determined by the laws, regulations and policy of
the state where his wage credits were earned. In fact, states are

prohibited by federal law from treating an individual who claims benefits
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on an interstate basis differently from those who remain within the state's
borders. The five-tier FSC program, with the possibility of movement
either up or down by either the agent or liable state makes administration

of this provision extremely complicated and costly.

The Administration's proposal for extending FSC includes qualifying
and eligibility requirements that are more stringent than the current
program. That proposal would require a minimum of thirty weeks of work
to qualify for benefits. It would also deny benefits to those who
voluntarily quit their jobs, whatever the reason, or who were fired for

good cause.

Thirty weeks of work in the base period is a more stringent minimum
qualifying test than any state currently requires for regular state bene-
fits. It is a 50 percent increase over the current requirement of 20
weeks of work. There is no logic in setting qualifying requiremeni;“so
high. Federal Supplemental Compensation is a temporary program enacted
in response to catastrophic levels of unemployment. The payment_of
these benefits is justified by the poor condition of the job market and
should not require stronger proof of labor force attachment.: In fact,
many long time workers in industries where there have been frequent lay
offs during the last several years may not meet this requirement. Hé ‘

urge you to reject this proposal.

One of the principles of unemployment insurance is that benefits are
paid to those who are unemployed through no fault of their own. This
concept is applied to those who voluntarily leave employment by determining

whether or not they had good cause for doing so. Some examples of good
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cause for quitting a job would include: working conditions which violate
health codes, sexual harrassment, and violation of the employment contract
by the employer. The Administration's proposal to deny benefits to those
who have established good cause for leaving a job would violate this

basic tenet of unemployment insurance. The cur}ent FSC program prohibits
the payment of benefits to those who quit jobs without good cause and to
those who were fired for misconduct. We urge you to consider the unfair-
ness of the Administration's more stringent proposal to deny benefits to

those who have established good cause for voluntarily leaving employment.

I would Tike to make one final comment on FSC, regarding the
administrative financing of the program. The current FSC legislation
authorizes the use of general revenues for the administrative cost, as
well as tﬂe benefit cost, of the program. However, federal unemployment
tax funds, not'general revenuei} are be}ng used for administrative costs.
This creates a further strain on already 1imited resources. The Department
of Labor estimates that federal unemployment tax revenues designated for
administration of the system will be depleted in FY 1984 and will require
advances from general revenues. We urge you fo authorize the use of
general revenues for administréfion of FSC and to support appropriations

_ for that purpose.

Job Youchers

The Administration's job voucher proposal would permit FSC recipients
to convert their benefit entitlement to vouchers which could be offered to
prospective employers as a wage subsidy. Each voucher would be worth one-
half the individual's weekly benefit amount and could be paid for double

19-070 O—83—-13
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the period of the individual's FSC eligibility. The employer could use
the vouchers as a tax credit first against his unemployment taxes and

then agaipst his federal income taxes.

~This proposal would presumably encourage employers to hire FSC
recipients by defraying the cost>of their employment for four to eight
months. Using Federal Supplemental Benefits as a wage subsidy would make
it more attractive for employers to hire FSC recipients, but it would
give them a competitive advantage over other unemployed workers who have
exhausted all benefits available to them. If the federal government wishes
to influence employers' hiring decisions, it seems unfair to influence them

in favor of those who still have some income rather than those who have nore.

Employers will hire new workers with or without a subsidy only if
there is work for them to do. If there is no market for the employer's
goods or services, he is not likely to expand his workforce. This raises
the necessity for policing such programs to ensure that the employer does
not replace his present workforce with workers who bring a subsidy and
that these workers are not recycled every six or eight months as soon as
the subsidy period_is over. The Administration's proposal does not
prohibit these practices. The regulations, certifications, determinations

and penalties necessary to prevent abuse would be mind boggling.

YOUTH MINIMUM WAGE
The Administration's proposal for a youth opportunity wage includes

a provision which would exempt those wages from federal unemployment taxes.

This is intended to provide an additional incentive for hiring younger
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workers. Je believe that all workers who are subject to the threat of

involuntary unemployment need the protection of unemployment insurance.

USE OF UI TruJST FUNDS FOR TRAINING

One of the Administration's proposals for aiding dislocated workers
is to allow states to use up to two percent of state unemployment tax
receipts for twraining or relocation of unemployed workers. The need for
training and reemployment assistance for disiocated workers certainly
exists, however, tapping Ul tax receipts to fund these activities is

neither practical nor desirable.

First, the financial condition of the state trust funds makes this
proposal impractical. Over thirty states have had to borrow from the
federal loan account just to meet benefit obligations. The states with
the most dislocated workers are among the larger borrowers. The decline
of manufacturing, primarily in the Midwest, coupled with the severe
recession have placed an enormous burden on state Ul trust funds in those
states. Employers in those states are already facing higher employment
taxes, both state and federal taxes, in order to reduce the debt and

interest obligations already incurred.

Another aspect which should be considered is that states already have
the ability to finance training through a payroll tax if they choose to do
so. California has recently enacted legistation which reduces unemployment
taxes and adds a 0.1 percent payroll tax to finance an employment training
fund. That fund is limited_to $55 million; any excess will go into the UI

trust fund. California is able to do this because its Ul trust fund is
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healthy. Other states may wish to establish similar programs after loans
are repaid and their trust funds are solvent. However, trust fund solvency

is many years away for a number of states.

- It should be noted that California's training fund is being financed
by a sepafate flat tax of 0.1 percent rather than from the UI trust fund
where the tax rate an employer pays is determined to a great extent by
his experience with unemployment. A1l states have some degree of experi-
ence rating in their Ul tax system. This simply means that an employer's
tax rate bears some relationship to the amount of benefits collected by
his former employees. In order to maintain an experience-rated tax
structure, it would be necessary to maintiin payroll taxes for training

separate from the UI trust fund.

FEDERAL LOANS TO STATES FOR UI BENEFITS
The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 made two changes in

the conditions under which federal loans to states for UI benefits are
granted. First, states with overdue federal loans would be permitted to
limit the automatic FUTA credit reduction if certain requirements were
met, and second, interest would be charged on loans made after April 1,

1982. Prior to that date loans were interest-free.

FUTA Offset Credit Rgduction

If a state's loan is not fully repaid within two years, the FUTA tax
collection mechanism is automatically set into motion which results in
escalating FUTA credit losses of 0.3%, 0.6%, 0.9%, etc. until outstandiﬁg
loans are fully repaid. These tax credit losses are equivalent to a net

increase in FUTA taxes.



193

In response to the difficulties of debtor stafes who were faced with
the triple objectives of meeting current benefit payments, restoring fund
solvency, and repaying existing loans, the loan repayment process was
amended by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981. Provisions of
this Act limit or "cap" the amount of the tax credit loss for those states
satisfying certain Ul financing and tund solvency criteria. For a state
qualifying for the cap, the annual tax credit reduction is 1imited to

0.6 percent, or the rate that was in effect for the state for the preceding

calendar year.iyhichever is higher.

The cap provisions were designed to give states additional time to
enact belt-tightening administrative and legislative changes needed to
achieve solvency. By limiting the net federal tax credit loss to 0.6
percent, states have a better opportunity to reform their own benefit
and financing programs. These provisions lengthen the repayment period,

but do not reduce a state's total 1fability.

In order to qualify for the cap on the FUTA penalty tax a state must
demonstrate that:

1. The net solvency of its UI system has not diminished;

2. There have been no decreases in its unemployment tax effort;

3. Its average tax rate for the calendar year equals or exceeds
its average benefit cost rate for the prior five years; and

4. The outstanding foan balance as of September 30th of the
calendar year is not greater than on the third preceding

September 30th.
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The criterfa for obtaining the cap become increasingly more difficult
to satisfy. In 1981 and 1982, only criteria (1) and (2) needed to be
satisfied for cap eligibility. Beginning in 1983, however, all four

criteria must be satisfied.

Interest Charges
Prior to April 1, 1982, no interest was charged on federal loans to

state unemployment trust funds. The decision to charge interest was
based on the arguments that it would provide an incentive to states to
maintain solvent trust funds and that the federal government must pay

interest on the funds it loans to the states.

Of the $11.7 billion in loans to states, interest is being charged at

a rate of 10 percent on about $4.2 billfon. Nineteen states have interest

bearing loans outstanding.

Recommendations for Changes to Interest and Cap Requirements

At the time the loan repayment provisions of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981 were agreed upon, the economic projections
indicated that most states would not continue to borrow, or would borrow
relatively small amounts. It also appeared that states would be able to
meet the requirements for limiting the offset credit reduction to 0.6
percent. The actual economic conditions in the last 18 months have been
far worse than the assumptions that were in effect when this legislation
was adopted. The result has been that many states are incurring large

interest obligations, and few states will be able to meet the cap require-

ments for 1983.
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We believe that the conditions of borrowing and repayment should be
reexamined in light of the deterioration of the economy which was not
anticipated when the interest and cap provisions were agreed upon. This
legislation was intended to provide incentives for solvency and to allow
states to stretch out repayment of loans; however, this intent has been

subverted by the current recession.

Changes should be made in the loan repayment provisions which main-
tain incentives for states to restore solvency but provide relief for
those that have taken responsible action. States that have made substan-
tial steps toward solvency should be relieved from interest charges and
allowed to 1imit the FUTA offset credit reduction. Some suggestions for
criteria which demonstrate fiscal responsibility might include the
following: no net decrease in solvency; no reduction in tax effort; changes
in state law which increase tax revenues by "X" percent; a limit or reduc-
tion in benefits if the state's benefit structure is higher than the
national average; and no new net borrowing unless the states average tax

rate is higher that the national average by, for example, 30 percent.

This 1ist is by no means exhaustive; however, we urge you to carefully
consider the concept of providing some relief from interest and escalating
FUTA credit reductions in states where the maximum effort possible is

being made to restore solvency and repay outstanding loans.

Thank you for the opportunity to present our views to you today
regarding these issues which are crucial to the unemployment insurance

syster. I will be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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Senator CHAFEE. Governor Thompson wanted the retention of
tlﬁe cap. I always use the term “‘cap” in connection with the cap on
the——

Miss Hackerr. FUTA tax escalation.

Senator CHAFEE. Yes.

Miss HackerT. Right.

Senator CHAFEE. You mean the requirements that have to be met
to keep the cap?

Miss HAckeTrT. Exactly, that is right.

Senator CHAFEE. I see. I must get over to vote. I will ask Senator
Heinz, if he comes back in the interim, just to hold things until I
get back, I have a couple of questions I want to ask you.

Miss Hackerr. We will be happy to wait, Senator.

b Sﬁnator CHAFEE. We will be in recess here and I will be right
ack.

[Recess]

Senator HEINZ. OQur hearing will resume. I want to say to my
witness I regret I was not here for your testimony. I gather you
have given it to Senator Chafee. Senator Chafee wants to engage in
some discussion with you.

I would like to ask if you would step down from the witness table -
temporarily so we can hear our next panel of witnesses and pro-
ceed, and then I would like to be able to recall you when Senator
Chafee returns, as he will.

Miss Hackerr. Thank you very much. We will be happy to do
that, Senator.

Senator HEinz. All right. Our next panel is Robert McGlotten,
Mr. Sheldon Friedman, and that does not look like Bob McGlotten.
That looks like Bert Seidman. Bert, you have never been here
before, I know. Welcome again.

STATEMENT OF BERT SEIDMAN, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL SECURITY, AFL-CIO, ACCOMPANIED BY ARLEEN GIL-
LIAM, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, SECURITY

Mr. SEipMAN. Thank you, Senator. I am Bert Seidman, director
of the Department of Social Security of the AFL-CIO and with me
is Arleen Gilliam, assistant director of the same department.

I have a statement, attached to which are several statements
adopted last week by the AFL-CIO executive council, and I would
appreciate it if my statement and that of the executive council
could be included in the record.

Senator HEINZ. Without objection, so ordered.

Mr. SeipmAN. Mr. Chairman, we appreciate the opportunity to
present the views of the AFL-CIO on extension of Federal supple-
mental compensatxon and other proposals for changes in the unem-
ployment insurance program.

Of the 11.4 million workers officially counted as unemployed in
January, less than half are receiving unemployment compensation
benefits. Almost 5 million workers exhausted their regular and ex-
tended benefits in fiscal 1982. Millions of long-term workers are not
even eligible for extended benefits as a result of the harsh restric-
tions on the EB program enacted in 1980 and 1981.
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Economic forecasts, including those of the administration, project
unemployment levels of over 10 percent for the remainder of this
year, and close to 10 percent in 1984. Workers who lose their jobs
face a long, painful spell without work, and the prospect of losing
their unemployment benefits before they find employment.

Unless the FSC program is extended beyond its current expira-
tion date, March 31, benefits will cease immediately, even though
many will not have received the maximum number of weeks to
which they are entitled. Unemployed workers who would qualify
after that date would receive no benefits at all.

To prevent dire suffering of millions of long-term workers and
their families, the AFL-CI encourafes the Congress to extend the
current program of FSC for at least 1 year beyond its current expi-
ration date. But a simple extension of the program is not enough.

The AFL-CIO has lon% advocated the establishment of a perma-
nent supplemental benefits program which would provide benefits
of at least 65 weeks in all phases of the business cycle for the long-
term unemployed, and we urge you to enact legislation to accom-
plish those objectives.

We strongly urge that additional weeks of benefit be assured
without regard to State trigger levels and that they be funded from
general revenues and, at the very least, Mr. Chairman, we urge
you not to accept the cutback in duration of benefits from the level
of the subcommittee’s recommendation, which is provided in the
bill reported out yesterday by the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee

The administration is proposing an extension of FSC, but with
drastic modifications which we stronily oppose. Under the adminis-
tration’s pro 1, unemployed workers entitled to FSC betw:zen
April 1 and September 30, 1983, would be given the option of re-
ceiving benefits or receiving vouchers to subsidize employers who
hire them.

Between October 1, 1983, and March 31, 1984, such workers
would have no choice. They could receive only vouchers and no
benefits. Under the voucher scheme, employers could simply lay off
their current workers, substitute workers holding vouchers, and
retain these new workers only until the voucher expires.

This is nothing more than a system of job rotation and we heard
just a moment or so aﬁo that the employers are not enthusiastic
about this program either. The UC system is designed to provide
partial replacement of lost wages to jobless workers while they
seek suitable employment commensurate with their skills and not
to provide wage subsidies to employers. The AFL-CIO urges Con-

ess to reject the administration’s attempt to destroy the very
oundation of the Ul program.

The administration also proposes to require unemployed workers
to have 30 weeks of qualifying employment in order to be eligible
for FSC. We are strongly opposed to the imposition of any addition-
al requirements that further restrict the availability of FSC.

The administration would deny FSC to workers who “voluntar-
ily” leave their jobs or are dismissed by their employers for any
reason other than lack of work or physical disability. This would be
a terrible imposition on unemployed workers and we strongly
oppose this provision.
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Another administration proposal would impose a subminimum
wage of $2.50 per hour and then deny unemployment insurance to
workers who receive such a subminimum wage. We are opposed to
both the subminimum wage and the denial of unemployment com-
pensation to any otherwise entitled workers.

Mr. Chairman, we are convinced that unemployment is Ameri-
ca’s No. 1 economic problem. Organized labor supports legislative
efforts to establish jobs and put people back to work. This is what
we favor first and foremost, but until the goal of full employment
is reached, FSC is necessary. It should not be weakened, as the ad-
ministration has proposed. Instead, it should be extended for at
least clegear and should provide at least 65 weeks of UC benefits
financed by general revenues.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. -

Senator HEINz. Thank you, Mr. Seidman.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Seidman follows:)
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STATEMENT OF BERT SEIDMAN
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS
BEFORE THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
ON UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION ISSUES

March 3, 1983

We appreciate the opportunity to present the views of the AFL-CIO on extension of
federal supplemental compensation and other proposals for changes in the unemployment
insurance program.

Not since the Great Depression of the 1930's have so many workers been without jobs.
The economic policies of the Reagan Administration have resulted in economic disaster for
unemployed workers. Millions of jobs have been wiped out since the Reagan recession
began. Thus, the search for a job for many if not most unemployed workers is a fruitless
effort,

For January, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that 11.4 million workers were
without jobs with 10.4 percent of the labor force officially counted as unemployed. The
apparent drop of 600,000 in January in the official unemployment figure was not real since
it is exactly balanced by the 600,000 discourages workers who dropped out of the labor
force. Forty percent of these jobless workers had been unemployed for 15 weeks or longer.
Of these, 2.7 million workers had been without work for more than 6 months. The average
duration of unemployment jumped from |8 weeks in December 1932 to 19.4 weeks in
Janvary 1983. In January 1982, the average duration of unemployment was 13 weeks. An
additional 8.6 million workers either were too discouraged even to search for work or had
accepted part-time employment because they were unable to find full-time jobs. Thus, at a
minimum, 20 million American workers and their families are experiencing severe hardship
and economic deprivation.

The protections of an adequate and equitable unemployment insurance system are
essential for these unemployed workers and their families. Yet, of the 11.4 million workers
officially counted as unemployed, less than half are receiving unemployment compensation

beneifits. Almost 5 million workers exhausted their regular and extended benefits in fiscal
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year 1982. Millions of long-term workers are not even eligible for extended benefits as the
result of the harsh restrictions on the extended benefit program enacted by Congress in 1980
and 1981, Economic forecasts, including those of the Administration, project unemployment
levels of over 10 percent for the remainder of this year and close to in 1984. Workers who
lose their jobs face a long and painful spell without work and the prospect of losing their
unemployment benefits long before they find employment.

The temporary program of federal supplemental benefits which became effective
September 12, 1982 has provided some income protection for hundreds of thousands of long-
term jobless workers. With the extension of weeks under the provisions of the Surface
Transportation Assistance Act of 1982, unemployed workers who have exhausted either
regular or extended benefits are eligible for 8, 10, 12, 14 or 16 weel-;s of federal
supplemental benefits, depending on the state from which they are receiving benefits. Thus,
it is possible for some unemployed workers to receive 55 weeks of benefits if both extended
benefits and 16 weeks of federal supplemental benefits are available in their states. The
maximum duration of benefits in states where only 8 weeks of federal supplemental benefits
are available, however, is only 34 weeks.

While establishment of the program of federal supplemental benefits was a much
needed step in the right direction, additional steps must be taken immeditely to prevent
millions of long-term jobless workers and their families from being deprived of all income.
As this recession and accompanying high rates of unemployment continue, more and more
workers are exhausting their regular and extended benefits and, therefore, need the income
protection provided by federal supplemental benefits. Unless the program is extended
beyond its current March 31, 1983 expiration date, benefits will cease immediately even
though many will not have received the maximum number of weeks to which they are
entitled. Unemployed workers who would qualify after that date will receive no benefits at
all. To prevent dire suffering of millions of long-term jobless workers and their families,

the AFL-CIO urges Congress to extend the current program of federal supplemental benefits

for at least one year beyond its current expiration date.
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A slmple extension, however, is not enough. The income protection provided by the
program Is inequitable in that unemployed workers are receiving benefits of varying
duration, depending upon where they happen to work or live, A federal program of
unemployment compensation benefits, financed from general revenues, must protect unem-
ployed workers equally. This objective cannot be accomplished by relating benetit duration
to state insured unemployment rates which always have had serlous defects.

The AFL-CIO has long advocated the establishment »of a permanent supplemental
benetit program which would provide benefits for up to at least 65 weeks in all phases of the

business cycle for the long-term unemployed. We urge you to enact legislation that would

provide at least 26 weeks of federal supplemental benefits in addition to the current 39

week maximum provided under the regular and extended benefits program. We strongly urge

that additional weeks of benefits be assured without regard to state trigger levels and that
they be funded from general revenues. The House Budget Committee staff estimates that in
November 1982, the most recent month for which data are available, over a third of a
million unemployed workers exhausted federal supplemental benefits. No doubt, hundreds of
thousands more long-term jobless workers have exhausted these benefits since November.
Unless the AFL-CIO proposal of 65 wee'ks is adopted, these workers will receive no aid
whatsoever, That is why the added 26 weeks is so important.

Under the guise of providing jobs for unemployed workers, the Reagan Administration
continues its attack on the unemployment compensation system which is already far from
adequate. The Administration is 'proposing an extension of the federal supplemental
compensation program but with drastic modifications which we strongly oppose. Under the
Administration's proposal, unemployed workers entitled to federal supplemental compensa-
tion between April 1, 1983 and September 30, 1983 would be given the option of receiving
benefits or receiving vouchers to subsidize employers who hire them. Between October 1,
1983 and March 31, 1984 such workers would have not choice -- they could receive only
vouchers and no benefits. Under the voucher scheme, employers could simply lay off their

current workers substitute workers holding vouchers and retain these new workers only until

19-070 O—83——14
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the voucher expires. This is nothing more than a system of job rotaticn. Displacing workers
who already have jobs in order to provide temporary employment for long-term jobless
\vork;rs does not lessen unemployment or the suffering it causes. In addition, the amount of
benefits available to unemployed workers under the unemployment insurance program is
very low. The average weekly benefit paid in the country is only $106, and in 28 states even
Jower. Thus, some employers would hire long-term jobless workers only for low-skilled, low-
paying jobs regardless of their skills or previous work experience.

The unemployment compensation system is designed to provide partial replacement of
lost wages to jobless workers while they seek suitable unemployment commensurate with
their skills, not to provide wage subsidies to employers. The AFL-CIO urges Congress to
reject the Adminsitration's attempt to destroy the very foundation of the unemployment
insurance program.

The Adminstration also proposes to require unemployed workers to have 30 weeks of
qualifying en:nploym‘em in order to be eligible for federal supplemental compensation. The
AFL-CIO is strongly opposed to the imposition of any additional requirements that further
restrict the availability of federal supplemental compensation:z;r long-term jobless workers.
Unemployed workers are already required to have 20 weeks of qualifying employment, or its
equivalent, in order to be eligible for extended and federal supplemental benetits. Those
who do qualify for these benefits despite this onerous requirement are then forced to accept
jobs paying wages equal to their weekly benefit, or the minimum wage, whichever is higher.
The 20 weeks of work requirement under present law is itself unnecessary and unfair and
more than sufficient to demonstrate long-term attachment to the labor force. Adding an
additional 10 weeks to a requirement that is already restrictive will result in denial of
benefits to hundreds of thousands of long-term unemployed workers.

The Administration would also deny federal supplement compensation to workers who
"voluntarily”" leave their jobs or are dismissed by their employers for any reason other than
lack of work or physical disability. This proposal is draconian. The unemployment

compensation system is based on social insurance principles that establish entitlement to
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unemployment insurance benefits for workers, unemployed through no fault of their own,

who meet the qualifying requirements under state laws. These state laws impose penaities
on workers, unemployed as a result of their own actions for a specific number of weeks or

the duration of their unemployment. The states provide for hearing procedures available to
workers“who challenge SUC;I penaities. Under the Administration's proposal, workers who
voluntarily leave their jobs for good cause, workers who are fired because they cannot meet
production quotas, workers who are fired as the result of employer whim, etc,, would be
denied federal supplemental compensation benefits without a fair hearing. The AFL-CIO
urges Congress to reject this punitive proposal.

We strongly oppose the Administration's proposal to misuse state unemployment
insurance trust funds for training. These trust fund must be used exclusively for their
intended purpose, the payment of unemploymerit compensation benefits to jobless workers.
The near-depression levels of unemployment which are the result of the Reagan recession
are severely straining these trust funds. States have been forced to borrow from the
Federal Unemployment Account in order to meet benefit obligations. States should not be
allowed to divert a percentage of Ul tax receipts for training especially when reserves are

- inadequate to pay unemployment compensation benefits.

Yet another Administration proposal would impose a subminimum wage of $2,50 per
hour during the summer months on young workers under the age of 22. The AFL-CIO has
long been opposed to a subminimum wage for youth. Attached to my testimony is the
statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council adopted just last week that urges Congress to
reject this proposal. The Administration's scheme would also require states to exclude these
workers from coverge of unemployment insurance. The AFL-CIO is strongly opposed to this
or any other negative federal standard that would exclude otherwise entitled workers from
coverge of the unemployment insurance program.

The AFL-CIO is convinced that unemployment remains America's number one eco-
nomic problem. Organized labor has consistently advocated and supported legislative efforts

to establish jobs and put people back to work. We still favor this approach to solving the
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problems of joblessness, but until the goal of full employment is achieved, the federal
supplemental compensation program should not be weakened as the Administration has
proposed. Instead it should be extended for at least one year and should provide at least 65
weeks of unemployment compensation benefits, financed by general revenues.

An adequate and effective unemployment insurance program is needed today more
than ever before. It must be extended and strengthened, not weaker;ed as the Administra-
tion has proposed. We urge you to reject the Administration's proposal so that unemploy- )
ment insurance continues to protect jobless workers and their families from deprivation and

suffering.
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Statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council
on

Minimum Wage

February 24, 1983
Bal Harbour, Fla.

Intlation has sharply eroded the value of ghe minimum wage. Since January 1978,
when the Congress set the minimum wage at $2.65, the minimum wage went up in steps to
$3.35 an hour -~ an increase of 26 percent. But the cost of living has increased by
56 percent. To match the buying power of $2.65 an hour, the minimum wage today would
need to be $4.14 an hour. 4

America's lowest-paid working families are suffering severe economic hardship
and the loss of their purchasing power plays a part in deepening and protonging the present
recession. ’

Instead of urging an increase in the minimum wage to protect the neediest
workers in America, the Reagan Administration has recommended a $2.50 an hour
subminimum for workers under the age of 22 each year from May through September. A
youth paid $3.35 an hour during the past two summers would be paid only $2.50 an hour
this summer for the same work.

The subminimum proposed by the President would base a worker's wage on age,
rather than on the value of the work performed. It would encourage the replacement of
poor adult workers with subminimum wage youth, many of whom are from higher income
families. '

The youth subminimum has been rejected many times, most recently by the
Minimum Wage Commission in 1981. There is no evidence that such a scheme would
increase job opportunities.

The AFL-~CIO urges Congress to reject the President's proposal for a subminimum
wage for youth and, instead, to take the min;mum wage in the direction it should go:
toward the restoration of the purchasing power lost by America's lowest-paid workers.

’ e
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Statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council
on

Unemployment Compensation

February 28, 1983
Bal Harbour, Fla.

Of the 11.4 million American workers officially counted as unemployed, half are
not receiving unemployment compensation. In contrast, three-fourths of the unemployed
received benefits in February 1975 during the last recession. h

Restrictions demanded by the Reagan Administration aind imposed by Congress
have gutted the extended benefit program. As the result of these cutbacks, more than
three milll;n long-term jobless workers will receive reduced unemployment compensat_ion
benetits or none at all during the current fiscal year. In most states, benefits are at
abysmally low levels. To assure adequate and equitable protection of all unemployed
workers, the AFL-CIO repeats its call for minimum federal benefit standards.

Some Income protection is provided by the temporary program of Federal
Supplemental Compensation for unemployed workers who have exhausted either regular or
extended benefits. Unless it is extended, it will expire on March 31, 1983,

The Reagan Administration has proposed extension of FSC only until
September 30, 1983, but with new onerous requirements and no lengthening of benefit
duration. We urge removal of restrictions which have been imposed on extended benefits.
The maximum benefit duration should be extended to at least 65 weeks and the FSC
program should be extended for at least one year.

The AFL-CIO strongly opposes the Reagan Administration proposal to permit -
replacement of some federal supplemental benefits with vouchers which could be used as
cash subsidies by employers to hire long-term jobless workers. Such employers could
simply lay off their current workers, substitute workers holding vouchers and fire the new
workers when the vouchers expire.
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We consider the Adminlstratxon proposal to use state unemployment insurance
trust funds for training and relocatlon to be a misuse of funds which should be reserved to
payments to jobless workers. We are equally opposed to proposals under consideration by
Congress to allow lump sum payments of federal supplemental benefits to jobless workers
if they use them for relocation and/or training, and to impose a training requirement as a

condition for federal supplemental benefits. —_—
FINANCING

Shrinking unemployment insurance trust funds have caused Inany states to borrow
from the Federal Unemployment Account. Some states were in debt for previous loans
and requirements. recently imposed by Congress force them to pay interest on loans. This
bleak situation has caused many states to impose their own restrictions on benefits in
addition to the new federal restrictions.

To deal equitably with the financial burdens of the states and enable them to
maintain or improve current benefits, the AFL-CIO urges Congress to enact legislation
that would: ‘

- reimburse all states from general revenues for their share of extended

benefits and the excess cost of regular benefits during recessions.

== require states to repay loans and the interest on them only when state

reserve funds reach 123 percent of the previous year's benefit payments, thus
deferring loan repayments during periods of high unemployment and
recession. Consideration also should be given to suspension of interest
payments during this period of high unemployment and during subsequent _
recessions.

-- assist states to meet extraordinary costs during high unemployment through a

system of reinsurance, as recommended by the National Commission on
Unemployment Compensation.
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-- require states to increase the taxable wage base to 65 percent of the average
annual wage by 1990 and thereafter in steps to the level of the social security
wage base.

FUTA TAX INCREASE

Congress has enacted an unjustified increase in the Federal Unemployment Tax
(FUTA) to take effect January 1, 1985. If permitted to stand, it will have a devastating
impact on employers who are not now subject to experience rating.

The AFL-CIO has long been opposed to experience rating because it is regressive
and it provid‘es an Incentive to employers to resist unemployment compensation claims.
Employers in declining industries with erratic or decreasing employment would be hit with
the highest tax rates.

We, therefore, urge Congress to repeal the increase in the FUTA tax rate to 6.2
percent that will take effect in 1985.

tLid
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Millions of American workers are suffering severe job and income loss as the
result of the highest levels of unemployment since the Great Depression. The protections
of an effective and sound unemployment insurance system are essential for these
unemployed workers and their families to forestall economic disaster. Yet, of the
11.4 miltion workers officially counted as unemployed, 5 out of 10 are not receiving
unemployment compensation benefits. In February 1975, during the previous worst
postwar recession, all but 24 percent of unemployed workers were receiving benefits.

While the official total unemployment rate (TUR) is 10.4 percent, the insured
unemployment rate (IUR) is only 5.0 percent, a gap of over 5 percent. During the 1974~
1976 recession, this differential averaged 3 percent. For some states, the gap between
official unemployment and insured unemployment is even greater than the national
average. In Michigan, for example, the differential is 10.5 percent and in Ohio, almost
9 percent. Since the IUR level in a state determines whether and for how long extended
and supplemental benefits are paid, the artifically low level of the IUR is especially
important.

Extended Benefits

Despite soaring levels of unemployment and joblessness of increased duration,
Corgress has enacted harsh provisions in federal law that have forced states to slash the
protections of the unemployment insurance program, particularly for the long-term
unemployed. The average duration of unemployment increased from 13 weeks in January
1982 to 19.4 weeks in January 1988 with 2.7 million workers without jobs for more than

6 months,
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Since July 1981, over 3 million jobless workers have exhausted regular -

unemployment compensation benefits. Yet, many of these long-term jobless workers have

been deprived of extended benefits as the result of cutbacks enacted by Congress.

In 1980, Congress imposed requirements on all states that have:

1.

2.

3

LB

forced long-term jobless workers receiving extended benefits to take
minimum wage jobs, regardless of skills and previous wage levels;

compelled a mandatory one week waiting period before any unemployed
worker can recelive benefits as a condition for a state receiving the

50 percent federal share of extended benefit.s;

reduced jodless benefits by 50 percent of the pension and social security -
benefits received by jobless workers;

denied extended benefits to any workers who "voluntarily” leave their jobs oc
are tired for “misconduct.”

In 1981, Congress further restricted the extended benefits program by:

2,

3.

LR

eliminating the national trigger. If the national trigger were still in effect,
extended benefits would now be available nationwide since the insured
unemployment rate for the country (5.0 percent) exceeds the 4.5 percent
required prior to this change.

excluding extended benefits recipients from the calculation of the extended
benefits trigger. Ignoring these recipients results in states triggering “on"
extended benefit periods later and “off" earlier.

requiring & one percent increase in state triggers resulting in no extended
benetits for long-term jobless workers until total unemployment in their state
has reaéhed catastrophic levels.

requiring 20 weeks of work to qualify for extended benelits, thereby denying
the protection of the program to those who have the hardest time obtaining
decent, secure jobs.
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As a result of these most recent cutbacks, extended benefits are now available ln.
only 23 states, and over 3 million long-term jobless workers will receive reducg extended
benefits or none at all during thls'!lscal year. The only jurisdictions in which long-term
jobless workers are receiving extended benefits are:

Alabama Nevada
Alaska . North Carolina
Arkansas Ohio
California Pennsylvania
Idaho Puerto Rico
itinois South Carolina
Indiana Utah
Kentucky Vermont
Loulsiana Washington
Michigan West Virginia
Misslssippi Wyoming
Montana

Federal Benefits

- Under the provisions of the Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982, a
temporary program of federal supplemental benefits, tinanced from general revenues, was
established to provide 6, 8 or 10 weeks of benefits for jobless workers who exhaust either
regular or extended benefits. The duration of benefits available in a particular state is
based on the rate of insured unemployment. The duration of these benefits has been
extended under a provision of the Surface Transportation Auistar;ce Act of 1983 so that
between 8 and 16 weeks of federal supplemental benefits are now available. The weeks of

benefits available in each state as of January 1, 1983, are as follows:

State Maximum Duration of FSC
Alabama 16 weeks

Alaska 16 weeks

Acizona - 14 weeks

Arkansas 16 weeks

California 14 weeks

Colorado 10 weeks
Connecticut 10 weeks

Delaware ) 14 weeks -
District of Columbia 10 weeks

Plorida 8 weeks

Georgla 10 weeks
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Hawall 10 weeks
Idaho 16 weeks
ilinois 16 weeks
indiana 14 weeks
lowa 14 weeks
Kansas 14 weeks
Kentucky 16 weeks
Louisiana 14 weeks
Maine 14 weeks
Maryland 14 weeks
Massachusetts - 14 weeks
Michigan 16 weeks
Minnesota 14 weeks
Mississl 16 weeks
Missour 14 weeks
Mortana 14 weeks
Nebraska : } 8 weeks
Nevada 14 weeks
New Hampshire 8 weeks
New Jersey 14 weeks
New Mexico 14 weeks
New York 10 weeks
North Carolina 14 weeks
North Dakota 10 weeks
Ohlo 16 weeks
- Wi
Pennsylvania 16 weeks
Puerto Rico 13 weeks®
Rhode Island 14 weeks
South Carolina 14 weeks
South Dakota 8 weeks
Tennessee 14 weeks
Texas 8 weeks
Utah 14 weeks
Yermont 14 weeks
Virginla 8 weeks
Virgin Islands 14 weeks
Washington 16 weeks
West Virginia . 16 weeks
WVisconsin 16 weeks
Wyoming 12 weeks

*Maximum duration of regular benefits is 20 weeks.
Unless Congress extends the program beyond its current expiration date of
March 31, 1983, millions of long-term jobless workers will have no income protection
whatsoever. Federal supplemental benefits will cease immediately even for jobless
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workers who will not have received the maximum weeks of benefits to which they are
entitled. Over 6 million jobless workers have exhausted regular and/or extended benefits
since July 1981, Since all economic forecasts project unemployment levels at 10 percent
or more for the remainder of this year, hundreds of thousands of jobless workers will be
exhausting their benefits in the coming months.

The Reagan Administration has proposed extension of the program until
September 30, 1983, but with new onerous requirements and with no lengthening of
benefit duration. Under the guise of providing jobs, unemployed workers who are eligible
for federal supplem?ntal benefits would be given the option of receiving these benefits or
obtaining vouchers, equivalent to the amount of benefits, to subsidize employers who hire
them. Instead of job creation, such a system will result in nothing m;re than
displacement of workers who already have jobs in order to provide temporary low-wage
employment for long-term jobless workers. In addition, unemployed workers would be
required to have 30 weeks of qualifying employment, instead of the 20 weeks required
under present law, in order to be eligible for federal supplemental benefits, Adding an
additional 10 weeks to a requirement that is already too restrictive will result in denial of
benefits to hundreds of thousands of long-term unemployed workers.

Debt Repayment

Because of the depression levels of unemployment which are the result of the
Reagan recession and states’ failure to <maintain adequate reserves during prosperous
times, many states have been forced to borrow from the Federal Unemployment Account
(FUA) in order to pay unemployment compensation benefits. Twenty-nine states will have
oustanding loans from FUA by the end of April:

Alabama Minnesota
Arkansas Missouri
- Colorado Montana
Connecticut New Jersey _

Delaware Ohio
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District of Columbia Pennsylvania
Idaho Rhode Island
Illinols Tennessee
Indiana Texas
lowa Utah
Kentucky V_errpont
Louisiana Virginia
Maine Virgin Islands
Michigan West Virginia

Wisconsin

Advances from the Federal Unemployment Account are no longer interest-{ree.
States which borrow from this account between April 1, 1982 and December 31, 1987 will

be charged interest at the rate of 10 percent. The interest must be paid from state

general revenues, not from state unemployment insurance trust funds. In orc_ier to quality
for the cap on FUTA offset credit reductions, states with outstanding loans are precluded
trom taking any action which would result in a net decrease in the solvency of their Ul
trust funds. Thus, increased taxes in these states can be used only to restore solvency and
not to increase benefits. If states choose to make loan repayments from their trust fund
accounts instead of further reductions in the credit against the federal unemployment tax,
they must increase the solvency of their trust funds by increasing taxes and/or reducing
benefits.

Increase in the FUTA Tax Rate

Under the provisions of the Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982, an
unjustified increase in the FUTA tax rate has been imposed which will have a devastating
impact on certain industries and jurlsdictions now exempt from experlencc; rating. The

_total FUTA tax will increase from 3.5 percent to 3.5 percent for calendar years 1983 and
1984, On January 1, 1985 the tax rate will increase to 6.2 percent. Once the increase
becornes effective for 1935, the 2.7 percent credit against the total tax rate will rise to

5.4 percent with a net effective FUTA tax of 0.8 percent.
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Since it is assumed that the objective of this increase is to generate revenues for

administration of the employment security system, an 0.1 percent increase of the net
FUTA tax, and thus an increase In the total tax rate to 3.5 percent as will be effective for
1933 and 1984, accomplishes tl;tls objective. -

The ml.nlm;:m tax rate in the states for employers who are not subject to
experience rating is 2.7 percent under federal law. With the increase in 1983, these
employers will be faced with a minimum state tax rate of 5.4 percent plus the 0.8 percent
federal tax. : .
The tollowing state tax rates (plus the federal 0.8 percent) are in effect for employers not
subject to experience rating: )

New York apparel in-dustry --3.0%

canning industry — 3,2%
construction industry —- 3,2%-

Washington all industries - 3%
Puerto Rico all industries -- 2,95%
Virgin Islands all industries — 2.7%

If doubled rate takes etfect, employers in these industries will be forced to pay
subs!antla]ly higher rates in what in these industries and jurisdictions coutd stil be a very
much depressed economy. ) ‘
. The AFL-CIO supports the Increase of the total FUTA tax rate from 3.3 percent
to 3.5 percent and urges repeal of the proposal to increase the FUTA tax rate to '6.2
percent in 1985,
e -
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Senator HEinz Mr. Friedman.

STATEMENT OF SHELDON FRIEDMAN, DIRECTOR, RESEARCH DE-
PARTMENT, INTERNATIONAL UNION, UAW, ACCOMPANIED BY
_ BETTY ROBINSON, LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVE

Mr. FriepmAN. Thank you, Senator Heinz. My name is Sheldon
Friedman. I am research director of the UAW. With me today is
Betty Robinson, legislative representative, UAW.

I appreciate this opportunity to present our views on the admin-
istration’s unemployment proposals. UAW members by the hun-
dreds of thousands have been among the frontline victims of the
disasterous economic policies of this administration and the terri-
ble unemployment that those policies have produced.

The menu of proposals we have seen to date from this adminis-
tration includes a tax credit to businesses that hire the long-term
unemployed—the so-called voucher plan—a new subminimum
wage for Iouth during the 5 summer months, a proposal to spend
some $204 million in fiscal 1984 for the displaced worker program
under title III of the Job Training Partnership Act, a 6-months ex-
tension of the FSC program, tied, however to more stringent eligi-
bility requirements, as Mr. Seidman outlined, and a proposal to tap
up to 2 percent of the State unemployment insurance revenues for
training purposes.

In addition, it appears that the administration is willing to
accept a modest $4.6 billion jobs package.

Let me comment briefly on each of these, if I might. The voucher
program, as Mr. Seidman has indicated, would result primarily in
the recycling of the unemployed. To the extent it was effective at
all, it would give employers an incentive to replace incumbent
workers with those who would be eligible for the voucher, with no
requirement that there be any net increase in jobs.

It is obvious this is no solution to our Nation's unemployment
problem, and we are unalterably and strong(liy opposed to that par-
ticular proposal. I think it is instructive, and the testimony I have
submitted for the record details it more fully, that the administra-
tion itself appears quite fully aware of the limitations of this tax
credit employment subsidy approach. .-

If I might turn now to the question of the youth subminimum, if
anything, that proposal is even more pernicious than the voucher
recommendation. Under the youth subminimum employers would
in effect be iiven a license to replace adult breadwinners who are
working at the minimum wage with youth at below the minimum
wage. This, we suspect, would particularly impact female workers
who are often the sole support of families. This would have very
dire consequences and we are strongly opposed to it.

With respect to the dislocated-workers program, title III of the
Job Training Act, the administration has proposed spending some
$204 million under this program for fiscal 1984, and they have
made a big point of comparing that level of expenditure with the
$25 million Congress appropriated for the current fiscal year.

That is, I think, clearly a most misleading comparison. It was
never intended that that $25 million of seed money should repre-
sent in any sense an adequate level of funding for that program. In
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fact, Members of Congress were talking initially about figures in
the neighborhood of $250 million, up to $1 billion, as a more appro-
priate amount of seed money, and even those figures, I think; are
woefully inadequate.

Equally misleading is what the administration is not saying
about its spending pro Is for other employment and training
programs. If you add all of that up, all of those budget items, what

ou find is the total for fiscal 1984 would amount to some $4.7 bil-
ion in terms of spending for all employment and traininf activi-
ties, and this would represent a decline from last year and a level
of sgending that would be less than half the amount spent in fiscal
%gg , when unemployment was less than two-thirds of what it is
ay.

The number of workers potentially served by the administra-
tion’s ﬁroposal would be under 100,000, and this compares with a
need that we conservatively estimate at more than 2 million work-
ers who have been permanently displaced from their jobs, based
upon the very conservative method of estimation which, if updated,
would probably yield a substantially higher figure than that.

Added to the limitation of the approach of relying on this Job
Training Act is the structural deficiencys of the legislation itself,
the limitations in terms of spending for supportive services, sti-
pends, allowances, and so forth. This will, I am afraid, hamper the
effectiveness with which even those limited funds can be utilized.

Then really the bottomline is training is all well and good, but it
is not effective in the absence of jobs, and without a meaningful
program to create jobs, it is difficult to see what hope there is for
trainees at the end of the tunnel when they finally complete their
training. )

I see my time has lapsed. I would just note in closing that it is
obviously an urgent need that the Federal supplemental compensa-
tion benefits be extended. However, we believe this does not go far
enough and the UAW proposes a permanent program of 52 weeks
maximum unemployment duration during periods when the unem-
ﬂoyment nationally is at or below the 4 percent Humphrey-Haw-

ins target, and in the event the unemployment rate is above that
leivel‘,) Ive would support a permanent program of 65 weeks benefit

_eligibility.

ﬁ} terms of the heartless proposals to further restrict eligibility,
the increase in the work test from 20 weeks to 30 weeks in terms
or rendering ineligible those who lose their jobs for any reason
other than “lack of work,” obviously we are strongly opposed to
those. It is difficult to see any serious substantive_justification for
those proposals. They seem motivated only by a desire to save
money, to cut costs, and to do it in the worst possible way—that is,
to do it on the backs of the Nation’s hard-pressed unemployed.

The CHAIRMAN [presiding). We have a vote in progress and we
holele to conclude the hearing soon.

r. FRIEDMAN. If I might just say with one closing sentence that
the real need is for meaningful jobs legislation now. That is the
first and foremost priority from the UAW’s view. More details can
be fo‘;md in the prepared statement I have submitted for the
record.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Friedman follows:]

19-070 O0—-83——15
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STATEMENT OF
SHELDON FRIEDMAN, DIRECTOR, RESEARCH DEPARTMENT
INTERNATIONAL UNION, UNITED AUTOMOBILE, ARROSPACE
AND AGRICULTURAL IMPJ.EMENT WORKERS OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE
SENATE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
ON THB
ADMINISTRATION'S UNEMPLOYMENT PROPOSALS

March 3, 1883

Thank you for this opportunity to present the UAW's views on the
Administration's unemployment proposals, and the alternatives to those proposals which
we would recommend.

Althouéh there is widespread talk of economic recovery, we in the UAW
see relatively little tangible evidence of it, apart from a welcome modest uptick in
auto production, and far more evidence of eontlnue_d hard times. In 1982, only 7.2
million cars and trucks were produced in the United States, down 44 percent from
1978, the industry's last healthy year. The fmpact on employment has been predictably
traumatnc. In 1978, the motor vehicle and equipment Industry employed 1,005,000 blue-
and white-collar American workers. In 1982, the figure was 680,000, a decline of 32
percent. In addition to the 325,000 auto workers who lost their jobs, an estimated
750,000 sv.ppl.ler sector workers lost theirs, resulting in & loss to the econorny as a
result of the auto crisis of over one million manufacturing jobs.

In other industries, the picture has been equally bleak, with more than
three million manufacturing jobs having disappeared since mid-1979, a loss of one job
in seven. It is widely predicted that even when economic recovery comes, as ft
eventually must, countless thousands of those lost manufacturing jobs will not reappear.

Economy-wide, unemployment remains at the highest level since the Great
Depression. Indeed, if the historical statistics are adjusted to take account of those
employed in works projects established during the Great Depression — and to adjust
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for the 1.8 million "discouraged unemployed” today — the unemployment rate in this
country is actually higher today, than it was in 1938.

Unemployment is at or near a recor-d post-Depression level for nearly
every major group. Among black workers, it i3 a shocking 20.8 percent, the highest
level since this figure was first collected. Among Hispanic workers, unemployment is
15.5 percent, highest since this data series began. Since blacks and c;ther minorities
make up some 22 percent of the workforce in the auto industry, versus 11 percent of
the workforce nationwide, it is clear that the Impact of the auto crisis on minority
workers has been especlally severe. ~

Not only are more people out of work, but they are out of work longer.
Average duration of unemployment has increased to almost five months, a postwar
record. Nearly one unemployed person in four has been without work six months or
longer, twice the proportion of one yesr ago. '

Beyond the massive number of wnemployed who are officlally counted, an
additional 6.8 million Americans are forced to accept part-time work because of the
slack economy. Adding those workers in, and adding in the ebove-mentioned 1.8 million
discouraged unemployed (yet another unenviable record), brings the total of the
une;nployed and under-employed in this country to over 20 million, nearly 18 percent
of the country's potential clvillan labor force. Since the current recession began in
July 1981, unemployment is up by 3.6 million, employment is down 1.7 mfllion, and the
unemployment rate is up 3.2 percent#ge points. ‘

In a number of our states and cities, particularly in the nation's industrial
belt, unemployment Is quite literally at depression levels. In Michigan, unemployment
in January was 17 percent, including ('the month before) 22 percent in the hard-pressed
eity of Flint, and 17.7 percent in metropolitan Detroit. Unempioymem in the nearby
states of Ohio and Pennsylvania in January was 14.9 percent, in Hlinois it was 13.5
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percent, and in Indiana, 12.9 percent. In the case of Michigan, our unemployment rate
has been in double digits since January 1980.

Mere statistics cannot convey the incalculable human and social costs of
the unemployment crisis we face. In terms of lost GNP, the wealth that our economy
could have produced last year, but did not produce because of unemployment, totaled
$350 billion — $1,500 for every man, woman and child. Every percentage point that
the unemployment rate goes up costs the federal Treasury between $25-$30 billion.

_ Including femilies of the unemployed, roughly 16 million Americans have
lost their medical insurance as a result of unemployment. It is no accident, though it
is shocking and unnecessary, that in Michigan infant mortality is on the rise. In parts
of Detroit, the rate of infant mortality is higher than in Honduras. Nationwide, more
homeowners were behind in mortgage payments or were in the process of losing thelr
homes through foreclosure in the final quarter of 1982, than in any period In the
previous 30 years. In the midwestern states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and
Wisconsin, the foreclosure rate is more than three-quarters higher than the record rate
prevailing throughout the nation.

At a time of unprecedented need, the unemployed have been among the
front-line victims of-the Administration's budget cuts. Federally funded pubiic jobs
programs have been virtually eliminated at the worst possible time, while the protections
afforded under the unemployment compensation program have been seriously cut. In
1982, only 44 percent of the nation's unemployed received any benefits under that
program, In contrast, the ratio of benefit recipients to the total number of unemployed
averaged 60 percent during the seven previous post-World War II recessions, and reached
71 percent during the severe 1974-75 downturn. In 1982, more than half a million in
Michigan, Ohio, Mlinois, Indiana and Pennsylvania exhausted their federal-state extended
UI benefits, and 170,000 workers in Ohio, Michigan, Illinois and Indiana exhausted their
Federal Supplemental Compensation (Psci benefits.
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Instead of filling this gap, the level of other transfer payments to the
long-term unemployed has also been seriously slashed. According to a recent study by
researchers at Goldman-Sachs (hardly a "front" group for the unemployed), total
government assistance per unemployed worker plummeted from an average of $392 in
1870 to only $48 in 1982. Little wonder that we are witnessing soup lines, tent cities,
and in the ultimate irony and national embarrassment, "reverse care packages" are
being sent from overseas to the hard-pressed unemployed of Detroit.

Nascent economic recovery, however ambiguous the evidence for it, is
used by some as an argument to forestall urgently needed federal action. Whatever
the evidence for recovery, it cannot be found to eny significant extent in the labor
market. In January, there was a widely heralded drop in unemployment from 12 million
to 11.4 million (and from 10.8 percent to 10.4 percent in percentage rates), the first
drop since the recession began 18 months ago. But this decline does not represent any
real improvement in the job market. The 590,000 decline In the number unemployed
was not matched by a comparable increase in employment. Instead, the labor force
"shrank™ — and the Labor Department's seasonal adjustment process is widely
acknowledged to have overstated the month-to-month drop. Nor can much hard evidence
of recovery be found in auto sales. After chalking up gains of 29 percent and 25
percent, respectively, over the prior year in November and December 1982,« new car
sales rose only 12.5 percent in January from a depressed year-earlier figure, then
declined 8 percent in the first 20 days of February. Even if we get the modest 12 to
15 percent sales gain this year that many forecasters prediet, rising productivity could
offset much of the impact on the number of jobs.
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The_Administration's Unemployment Proposals

By admission of the President's own Council of Economic Advisers,
unemployment is the most serlous economic problem now facing the United States.
Yet Reagan's Fiscal 1984 Budget contains very little that would effectively help the
unemployed. To date, the Administration's proposals include the following:

* Tax _credits to businesses which hire the long-term unemployed through a
system of "vouchers.” Qualified individuals receiﬂng F5C benelits could elect
to convert their remaining payments to vouchers.

* Subminimum wi for th. The minimum wage for people up to ege 22
would be reduced to 52.55 an hour during five months of the year.

* Proposed spending of $204 mfllion in fiscal 1984 for the displaced worker
program established under the Job Training Partnership Aect.

* Six month extension of FSC — with 30 weeks of work eligibility requirement,
and denial of benefits to voluntary quits and discharges for good cause.

* Up to 2 percent of state unemployment insurance revenues for training.’

In eaddition, the Administration appears willing to accept a modest $4.6
billion jobs package. Comments on each of these Administration propo;ais follow.
Youchers . '

. The Administration proposes an extension of federal supplemental
unemployment benefits to September 30, 1983, with an option for people to cash in
their unemployment benefits for vouchers when they get a job. The vouchers would
entitle employers to & tax credit and thus supposedly entice employers to hire FSC-
eligible workers.

We strongly oppose the voucher proposal. The assumption behind it is
that the reduction in labor costs on account of the tax credit, would prompt employers
to hire workers offering vouchers. However, as many studies have found,l tirms increase
employment in response to increased demand for their products — i.e., to an expanding
economy — rather than to small changes in labor costs.

1. See, for example, Robert Tannenwald's in New England Economic Review,
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The worst feature of the voucher proposal fs that, if employers take
advantage of the credit, it will likely be because they substitute PSC-eligible for
ineligible workers, withouf expanding their payrolls. Therefore, in those cases when
the tax credit is effective, it enhances the employment of some groups at the expense
of others. 7

There are other problems with the tax credit/job "creation™ approach.
Before they would engage in any hiring, firms would have to owe enough in taxes — and
be certain of this early enough in the tax year — to make it worth their while to
utilize the credit. In the voucher proposal, the tax ecredit would be offset first against
Ul taxes with the balanc\e offset against federal income taxes. Still, corporate income
statements hit by recession — and already benefiting from enormous undeserved tax
breaks — will not generate enough tax liabflity to give employers, especially small
businesses, a reason to go after this type of tax credit.

It is puzzling that the Administration has proposed the voucher system
when two years ago it was adamantly opposed to the continuation of the Targeted Jobs
Tax Credit (TJTC), a closely related species of employment tax credit. Back then,
Labor Department officials reportedly were worried about the Intervention of so-called
"third-party vendors"™ — private for-profit firms assisting employers in obtaining
certifications for employees after the hiring decision had been made.2 Moreover,
according to Tyna Coles, then DOL National TJTC Coordinator, "the impact of the
program had been marginal, meaning that if we had no program, the people would have
been hired anyway.” .

- Both of the Administration's earlier criticisms would still stand if the

voucher system were enacted; in view of the awareness of the problem by Reagan

(cont.)
September-October 1982.
2. Bureau of National Affairs, Daily Executive Report, 4-22-81.
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Administration officfals, one has to wonder whether the curre.nt proposal is advanced
merely as "window dressing."
Youth Subminimum Wage

Another proposal by the Administration to supposedly address the
unemployment problem among young people is a subminimum Qage of $2.50 for youth
up to age 22, during five "summer" months. We are unalterably opposed to a subminimum
wage for several re;som. There is no conclusive evidence that overall employment is
increased by a subminimum wage; what is certain Is that it essentially entails "shuffling
the deck" of the unemployed. There is no question that the substitution effect would
operate, and many jobs now in the hands of adults with dependents would go instead
to teenagers and young people. We strongly suspect that a disproportionate number of
the displaced adults would be female heads of households, who presently support the
nation's most disadvantaged group of families in terms of income. Another group that
would suffer from a subminimum wage are the young people who now work throughout
the year. Come May, they would have to take a pay cut of 25 percent, or face
dismissal: often, minimum wage jobs require few skills and no experience, so that
workers are easily replaced.

*Dislocated Workers"

Amthér major element of the Administration's proposal is to _expand in
the next fiscal year, assistance to the unemployed who have been permanently displaced
from their jobs — a vast group which is of particular concern to the UAW.

As part of the proposéd 1984 budget package, the President would spend
$204 million for the displaced worker program that has been established under the Job



225

8.

Training Partnership Act. The Administration compares this with the $25 million
Congress appropriated to start this new program in 1983, and uses the epparent cightfold
expansion as evidence of its responsiveness to the plight of the permanently unemployed.
This comparison, however, is misleading. The $25 million appropriated for
this year was considered by Congress as "seed" money, since the JTPA did Anot require
the new program to be established until fiscel 1984. FPunding for 1983 was never
regarded as an adequate level. In fact, months before the President made his budget
proposal, many congressional leaders made the modest proposal that funding in the first
full legislated year of the program be set between $250 million and $1 billion.
Equally misleading is what the Administration {s nrot saying about its
spending proposals for other employment and training programs. The President has
proposed reducing training programs for the economically disadvantaged and youth by
$190 million (down to $1.85 billion), cutting the summer youth employment program by
. 2 percent, abolishing the community service program for the elderly, and abolishing
the work incentive program for public assistance recipients. Spending for all employment
and training activities combined would decline by 8% from the current fiscal year to

$4.7 billion, This‘is less than half the amount that was spent on employment and

training in PY1980 when unemployment was less than two-thirds of what it is now.

Even with an .increase in spending for the dislocated worker program in
the next fiscal year, that program will fall far short of meseting existing needs.
According to Administration estimates, their proposal will provide assistance to

approximately 96,000 dislocated workers. Although no data are presently tabulated, it
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can be conservatively estimated that at least 2 million workers a year l‘all‘lnto the
"displaced worker" category.3

Moreover, the present structure of the dislocated worker program has
serious limitations. Supportive services, stipends, allowances and administrative costs
are held to 30 pércent of the federal funds available to the states. Even though this
limitation does not apply to any state match, at best, the availability and size of
stipends and allowances will be only minimal, preventing many workers from participating
in training programs because they will lack the financial resources to support themselves
and their familles while in training. Limited stipends and e;llowances also will move
the programs toward short-term training, which past experience has shown often fails
to result in skill development that leads to good long-term job opportunities.
Furthermore, making supportive services compete for a small pool of potential funding
is especially short-sighted. Often the availability of crisis intervention and counseling
services, such as family and credit counseling, are a pre-condition for succcess of
training or other forms of assistance, as are health care protection, life Insurance
coverage, end mortgage assistance. Compounding this limitation, the law does not
require that any of these services and protections be provided.

The !‘ocus of the dislocated worker program — end all other programs
under JTPA — is training. However, in an economy with depression level unemployment,
the real issue is employment growth. Training programs alone cannot solve our economic

problems. They would be an important element of a comprehensive

3. Estimate based on work by Professors Barry Bluestone and Bennett Harrison in
which they found that 15 million U.S. workers became victims of plant shutdowns
between 1969 and 1976 — an aversge of 2.1 million per year. Given the magnitude
of the economic crisis and the severity of its impact on basic industries such as
auto and stee], the updated figure would undoubtedly be far larger.
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labor market policy which had as its objective economic growth and full employment.
Without such & national commitment, however, graduates of training programs will have
little reason to feel sure that they will find jobs.

Extended and Federal Supplemental Compensation Benefits

The Administration proposals on unemployment compensation are
fnadequate and unsound, Except for the six-month proposed extension of the Federal
Supplemental Compensation (FSC) benefit program, the Administration otherwise is
staying the course in pushing programs that will cut costs at the expense of the
unemployed. Their proposals include:

. Raising the eligibility requirement for FSC to 30 weeks from 20 weeks;

* Denying FSC to workers who are unemployed because of & discharge for
good cause or a voluntary quit; and -

. Allowing the states to use 2 percent of their unemployment insurance
trust funds for training and relocation benefits.

In the midst of the worst unemployment in more -than 40 years, the federal
government must take greater responsibility for protecting the long-term unemployed.
Insteed, the Administration seeks to deny supplemental benefits to thousands of workers.
The eligibility requirement of twenty weeks is already too stringent a test for strong
attachment to the workforce. Extension of this requirement to thirty weeks of work
cannot be justified on the grounds that the existing requirement is too weak. Rather, it
fs motivated only by a desire to deny benefits and cut costs.

The Administration's proposal on FSC eligibility for voluntary quit and
discharged employees Is inequitable. The states already penalize harshly and unfairly
these workers, and they should be considered unemployed involuntarily by the time they
exhaust their regular or extended benefits. The denial of supplementa} benefits thus
unfairly penalizes such workers for their inability to secure employment at & time when

nearly twelve million other workers are out of work,
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The Administration. also has proposed that Congress allow the states to
siphon off revenues from their unemployment insurance trust funds to pay for training
and relocation benefits. Though additional training programs are needed, they must
not be genersted at the expense of unemployment benefits, which already are inadequate
in most states and continually are under attack in many states due to the. financial
squeeze on state funds created by high levels of unemployment.

The Administration's proposal en the PSC program is not adequate for
meeting the needs of the long-term unemployed, especially in light of the enormous
cutbacks in the Pederal-State Extended Benefit (EB)} program that were instituted within
the last eighteen months,

The existing Federal Supplemental Benefit program provides for eight to
sixteen weeks of benefits. In twenty-six states, however, the extended benefit program
is not in effect because of the legislative changes enacted in mid-1981. Therefore,
the FSC program essentially sepves to partially compensate for the EB cutbacks. In
states like Arizona, Oregon, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, each with total unemployment
rates In excess of 10 percent, the maximum duration of benefits currently is forty to
forty-two wec;ks. which is wholly inadequate.

Extension of the Pederal Supplemental Compensation program is essential.
However, we urge Congress to go beyond this meager program and restore the integrity
of the Pederal-State Extended Benefit program as well — and to provide additional
needed protection for the long-term unemployed.

Restoring the integrity of the FPederal-State Extended Benefit program
will require several changes, as detailed in what follows.

The increases in the rates for Individual states to trigger "on" the extended

benefit program, which went into effect last fall, must be rescinded. During the first

week in Pebruary, exhaustees of regular benefits in 24 states were eligible for up to
13 additional weeks of extended benefits, As a result of the tightened trigger
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requirements (5 ;;ercent thirteen-week average insured rate and 20 percent higher then
the insured rate in the same weeks In prior two years, or 6 percent insured rate in
the states selecting this optional trigger), exhaustees in 10 other states were denied
these additional weeks of benefits.

The program_for paying extended benefits in all states when the national

insured unemployment rate exceeds 4.5 percent must also be revived. The national

ex_:tended benefit program i3 essential in bolstering purchasing power and in protecting
unemployed workers concentrated in high unemployment areas of states otherwise not
paying extended benefits. Had the nationa! trigger not been eliminated and the insured
unemployment rate computation not been changed, extended benefits would have been
available in every state since at least last spring.

Computation of the insured unemployment rate should include recipients

of extended benefits, and should not be restricted to claimants receiving regular state

benefits. Proponents of the new computation method which excludes extended benefit
reciplents, argue that it not only cuts "costs,” but also s more equitable because it
defines the level of unemployment identically for both "on"™ and "off™ triggers. The
former method counted recipients of state benefits for triggering "on," and recipients
of both state benefits and extended benefits for triggering "off." In our view, the
former method not only provided a better measure of unemplog;ment, but it also
represented a more equitable measure. While the former -method counted exhaustees
of state benefits precisely when exhaustion rates are most likely to rise — in the midst
of a recession — the current method misses all fluctuations in the exhaustion rate by
counting only recipients of state benefits. Furthermore, by ignoring all exhaustees of
regular state benefits, the current method punishes exhaustees in states experlencing
a combination of declining rates of job loss and stagnant employment growth.
Rescinding the cutbacks in state and mtl;.ﬁml extended benefit programs
and extending the FSC programﬁwm afford unemployed workers much of the income
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protection they require while unemployed due to forces beyond their control. However,
Congress must go beyond rescinding cutbacks, if it is to help unemployed workers
survive the present crisis.

It is time for Congress to review once again the July 1980 recommendations
of the National Commission on Unemployment Compensation. The Commission
recommended continuation of the state and national extended benefit programs, with

a single iisured rate trigger of 4 percent for the state program and 4.5 percent for

the national program. Furthermore, the Commission advanced a proposal for a permanent
two-tier supplemental extended benefit program-that would provide up to 52 weeks of
benefits when the state insured rate reaches 4.5 percent or when the national insured
rate reaches 5 percent, and to provide up to 65 weeks of benefits when either of the
two insured rates reaches 5.0 percent or 5.5 percent, rwpwtl\;ly. The Commission
recommended financing this program through federal general revenues.

During the two recessions of the 1970s, leglslatio-n was enacted to extend
unemployment benefits for durations of as long as 65 weeks. Between January 1972
and March 1973 benefits were extended for an additional 13 weeks, up to a maximum
of 52 weeks. Benefits became payable for an additional 13 weeks to exhaustees of
extended benefits between January and March 1975, for 26 additional weeks (up to 65
weeks) between March 1975 and March 1977, and for 13 additional week§ (up to 52
weeks) until January 1973. The 13 additional weeks of potential benefits payable
between April 1977 and January 1978 were financed by general revenues,

- Unemployed workers today face far bleaker prospects than In the mid-
19703, yet benefits are available for a shorter duration than during that last recession.
We therefore support proposals ‘for extending benefits beyond regular and extended

benefits, and recommend that Congress establish a permanent program providing for a

maximum benefit duration of 52 weeks under normal eircumstances and no less than

65 weeks when unemployment at the national level exceeds the 4 percent goal set forth
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in the Full Employment and Balanced Growth Act of 1978. Congress also must enact

legislation to provide health care protection for unemployed workers and their families

and alleviate some of the enormous toll caused by the combined, simultaneous loss of
Jobs, incomes and health insurance coverage.

Problem of State Debt

The UAW urges Congress to deal fairly with the financial difficulties
of the states by enacting legislation that would reimburse the states for the excessive
costs generated by high unemployment associated with three recessions since 1975. As
of the end of December, outstanding loans to the state trust funds totaled nearly $11
billion, including $8 billion owed by the hardest hit states of Nlinois, Michigan, Ohio,
and Pennsylvania. The heavy indebtedness of these and other states cannot be attributed
to fiscal mismanagement, laxity, or irresponsibility. The fault lies with the massively
high ' nemployment rates imposed on these states by national economic policies aimed
at fighting inflation, and skyrocketing imports which the federal government does little
to regulate. The toll has been heavy and the federal government should pick up its

share of the responsibility and the costs.
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Compromise Jobs Bill
Against the backdrop of rampant unemployment and depression and

hopelessness which engulfs vast regions of the country, the "jobs" bill which passed the
House Appropriations Committee on February 25 parely deserves the name. Its price
tag — $4.6 billion ~— shows right away that, if eriaeted, it wit fall far short of creating
the number of jobs necessary to make a perceptible dent in the unemployment problem.
Also, not enough monies would be allocated directly to areas of high unemployment;
the bill is heavily tilted toward "brick and mortar" projects already scheduled, not
necessarily in hard-hit areas. We fully agree that there is a need to proceed with this
much — and indeed substantially more — in order to help repair the nation's deteriorating
public facilities. But any jobs bill should also address the devastating cutbacks in
services that many states and locealities have had to make as their resources have
plummeted. A substantial amount of funds should go to restore those services, which
in turn should create jobs for less skilled workers and womer;.'

We urge Congress to respond to the Administration's insensitivity with
boldness rather than timidity, and make the "emergency jobs bill" just the first
installment of a comprehensive package to increase employment and put us firmly on
an expansionary path. We in the UAW estimate that an appropriation of $30 billion at
an annual rate — a supplement of $17.5 billion to the spending appropriation for the
current fiscal year — IS necessary to get us t;ack on the track to full employment.
About four-fifths of that amount should go for community development, public service-
type programs, including funds earmarked for youth. -Our calculations show that, on
an annualized basis, as many as 3 million direct and indirect jobs could be created

very soon; that is still a modest jobs program relative to the total number of unemployed
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and the 3.6 million increase in unemployment just since July 1981. The need to shore
w the lnfmtrucmre has been widely documented, md that has resulted in belated dut
widespread acknowledgment that funding those types of programs is public money ‘well
spent. Unfortunately there has been more resistance to re-enacting programs to create
service fobs. However, public jobs programs have proven their worth in the past:

* They are the most cost-effective way of reducing unemployment, because
the money distributed under these programs gets Into the spending stream
very quickly, and reactivates economic activity across the board.

*  Community development jobs created with federal funds would not be created
unless those funds are made available, because most states and localities
are desperately strapped for funds. Even if subsitution were to take place,
that frees up funds to be spent on other needed prograims, or avoids the
necessity of pro-cyclical tax increases.

*  Public jobs can accomplish many useful tasks, With so many ui-gent, unmet
needs, public employment need not be "eaf-raking” or "make work."

*  There have been problems with previous public jobs programs, but, as pointed
out by former Labor Secretary Marshall, those problems stemmed from bad
management, and are in no way intrinsic to the programs themselves. The

answer i3 to improve the management, not to discard programs that constitute
a good investment for society.

UAW_Alternatives

Clearly, the UAW believes the unemployment crisis is the nation's most
pressing economic and human pfoblem. It is questionable whether what the
Administration is suggesting t;) address that crisis merits being described as a serious
proposal. '

In recent Congressional hearings, the UAW has enumerated other elements
of the total approach that is really needed — including retention, liberalization and
adequate funding of the TAA program; emergency forbearance for the unemployed to
prevent foreclosures, evictions and utility shutoffs; emergency food distribution; and
enactment of domestic auto content legislation. Without burdening this Committee
with excessive detall, the following is a summary of other key approaches which are
needed:

19-070 O—83——16
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Jobs programs — we need modem equivalents of the WPA, CCC, ete, to
create at least 3 million jobs, now, Punding should be provided by repeal
of indexation, capping this year's tax cut as the AFL-CIO suggests, closing
other loopholes opened wider recently for corporations and the rich, and
scaling back the massive, excessive and dangerous increases in mllitary
spending which the Administration requests.

New monetary policy — conducted by a democratic and accountable Fed.
Sky-high Interest rates brought on by "tight money" caused the current
economic crisis and must not be allowed to recur ever again.

Improved "safety net" — as discussed In this statement, there should be
extended Ul, medical Insurance for the unemployed, forbearance on
foreclosures, evictions, and utility shutoffs, emergency food assistance, and
other forms of needed assistance. Social program cuts advocated by this
Administration should be-resisted and reversed.

Longer term — there must be new approaches to industrial policy, labor
market policy (including tralning, retraining and meaningful plant closing
legislation) — and in support, a totally new set of policies on international
investment and trade, including enactment of the auto content law. With
a $75 billion balance of trade deficit profected for 1983, in the absence of
new epproaches to trade policy, economice stimulus may not have the intended
beneficial impact on U.S, jobs.

Thank you for this opportunity tc present the UAW's views.
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The CHAIRMAN. Are there other members of the panel who have
not testified? Have you all testified?

[Members of the &anel nod affirmatively.]—

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Heinz?

Senator HeiNz. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. We have had an earlier meeting with some of
the labor groups on this issue. As I have indicated this morning to
Governor Thompson, I had to go work on a commodity distribution
program, in which you also have an interest. We have reported
that bill out this morning. _

We are going to try to do something with regard to unemploy-
ment benefits. We are trying to address some of the concerns you
have raised. I am not certain we can do as much as you would like,
but since some Ul changes have been made a part of the social se-
curity package, it is germane to the social security bill. It may be
:.hat we will want to do something on this side and then go to con-

erence.

We will be working with you in the next few weeks. We have
markup on Wednesday, so we will probably be working with you
before then. Thank you very much.

Mr. SEipMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator HeiNnz. As I understand it, Mrs. Vernon, you are the last
witness. Is that right? Miss Hackett, I believe, is waiting for Sena-
tor Chafee. o

Ms. Hackerr. [Nods affirmatively.]

The CHAIRMAN. We are having a vote on the floor, which makes
life complicated. If everyone leaves, Marion, you will know what
happened. Your entire statement will be made part of the record
and if you could summarize your statement, we have about 5 min-
utes before the second bell rings. I will have to leave at that time
to make the vote.

STATEMENT OF MARION VERNON, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL
MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION, ACCOMPANIED BY ROBERT
HERMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ms. VERNON. In my closing paragraphs I make several recom-
mendations and an announcement.

The National Mental Health Association recommends the follow-
ing. In considering a Federal jobs bill, we suggest that Congress
consider including provisions to train appropriate unemployed
workers to become case managers for long-term mentally disabled
patients in the community.

The Senate may wish to consider similar action to that taken re-
cently by the House Appropriations Committee to include in a jobs
bill $3 million to increase current funding for the services under
the alcohol, drug abuse and mental health block grants, as well as
an additional $150 million for the social services block grant.

Mental health and related services which could help unemployed
persons and their families cope effectively and avoid deterioration
should be expanded. Legislation should considered, such as S.
307, sponsored by Senator Riegle, to insure that unemployed work-
ers continue to be covered by a health insurance policy for some
time after they have been laid off.
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Legislation to protect mentally ill, disabled persons who are un-
employable because of their illnesses may be needed in this Con-
gress. In this regard, this committee and you, Mr. Chairman, are to
be commended for your actions last year to insure that disabled
persons who are unemployed because of their disability continue to
receive their benefits under the social security disability insurance
program.

Changes in medicaid and other human services programs should
be considered in order to help insure the availability of appropri-
ate, community-based small group homes for long-term mentally
disabled persons in need of them.

We have included further details in our written statement for
your interest and the record. We hope to be working with you and
your staff on many of these proposals.

Now my announcement. Because of the magnitude of the em-
ployment problem and the major impact unemployment has on the
prevalence of mental illness, on the mental health service system,
and on families, the National Mental Health Association within 30
days will appoint a national commission to examine the effect of
unemployment on the mental health of the American people.

The purposes of this commission will be to inquire into the de-
structive mental health aspects of high and long-term unemploy-
ment and to make recommendations on how the public and private
sectors can work together with increased effectiveness in order to
alleviate the associated trauma. ‘

Our objective is to broaden both the public and private sector’s
understanding of issues related to unemployment so that human
needs, including appropriate mental health services, are a priority
in our comprehensive approach to what has been a long-term prob-
lem for large groups of citizens and which has now spread to all
levels of society.

We will be in further communication with you as the commission
gets underway.

Thank you, Senator.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Vernon follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MARION VERNON

My name is Marion Vernon, from Topeka, Kansas,and I am President
of the National Mental Health Association. ' The Mental Health
Association is a nationwide, voluntary, non-governmental
organization dedicated to the premotion of mental health, the
prevention of mental illness and the improved care and treatment
of the mentally ill. Its 850 chapters and divisions, and more
than one million citizen volunteers, work toward these goals
through a wide range of activities in social action, education,
advocacy and information.

Unemployment has serious mental health implications. Not only
are unemployed workers at high risk of developing major mental
health problems, but so are their families. Problems are com-
pounded by lack of health insurance, inadequate access to mental
health services, problems in government programs which should be
, providing for basic needs, such as food, shelter and a minimum
income.

Impact of Unemployment: Mental Health Implications

The mental health implications of unemployment have been well
documented. For example, Dr. Harvey Brenner, who has studied the
impact of unemployment for many years, calculates that for each
rise of 1% in the unemployment rate, 4.3% more men and 2.3% more
women are admitted to state mental hospitals for the first time,
4.1% more commit suicide, and 1.9% more people die of stress-
related diseases, such as heart disease, or from the effects of
alcoholism and other physical ailments.

In Los Angeles, Dr. Ralph Catalano of the University of California
found that when unemployment rates went up there was a significant
rise in child abuse. Media reports from Oreg..n indicate the number
of child abuse cases rose 46% in one year, and have been
consistently hitting new monthly highs. . In South Carolina deaths
of abused children increased sharply. In Michigan, the increase
was a less dramatic 9%, but the cases came disproportionately

from counties where jobs depend on the struggling auto industry.
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In a Wisconsin study, counties with sizable increases in jobless-
ness from 1979 to 1981 reported a 69% rise in abuse cases,
compared with a 12% rise in counties with lower unemployment rates.

In a Family Service Association survey, 74% of centers responding
nationwide reported increased family violence, and more than

half blamed it totally or in part on unemployment and the

economic conditions. Financially, emotionally, ahd physically,
unemployment can affect all members of a family. It oftem means
disruption in families' lifestyles and shif-s in roles and responsi-
bilities among family members.

One study in Pittsburgh showed increased family tension, more
depression and apathy, higher blood pressures, increased smoking
and child abuse in a survey of 250 laid-off steelworkers. Other
studies cite rises in spouse abuse.

Unemployment thus has a devastating impact upon the mental health
of Ameriea. This impact must be recognized, and we must consider
how to ‘alleviate or prevent the development of serious mental
health problems in the unemployed population and their families.
-Many of the unemployed are developing severe, untreated emotional
problems, committing suicide, becoming alcoholic or drug abusers.

Special Problems of Homelessness

The stress of unemployment is increased for those workers and other
individuals who now, in increasing numbers, have no place to call
home. The homeless population in this country is not accurately
assessed but a number of studies, and increasing media attention,
make it clear that homelessness is increasing. The pressures of
increased unemployment, combined with inadequate funding for
community services for mentally ill and other sick or demoralized
individuals, adds up to a national problem variously estimated

at from 225,000 to over 2 million homeless people.

The four most frequently identified reasons for being homeless
are: sharp decreases in public funding for social and human
services; shortages of low income housing; deinstitutionalization
of persons with mental illness without sufficient community
preparation, and the dramatic increase in unemplpiment. Other
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contributing factors include: family breakdown, spouse abuse,
general economic conditions, and evictions,

A recent study in Columbus, Ohio, found a growing number of
residents are using shelters as permanent forms of lodging. It
was found the majority of shelter residents were in their 20's
and 30's and one third admitted to mental health problems.

A study indicates that there are from 7,500 to 9,000 homeless
women and children.who need services, and that current services
are inadequate in the City of Baltimore.

Many reports are indicating that homeless people cannot qualify
for public assistance and services as they do not have an address.

A New York study indicated that 15% of a selected group using

New York City shelters were homeless because of mental illness.

The problem of the mentally disabled homeless is exacerbated by the
disproportionate number of that population being terminated

from Social Security Disability Insurance benefits. A study

in Washington, D.C., reports that over 50% of the men and 70%

of the women who use emergency shelters have had contact with

the mental health service system. At the same time, Mr.

Mitch Snyder of the Community for Creative Non-Vieolence, a

group with first-hand knowledge of homelessness in the District

of Columbia, has stated ''you never know if someone is on the streets
because they are 'off' or if they are crazy because they are on

the streets.'" Despite the casual language, there is much wisdom

in the statement. ) : ’

Impact on Community Mental Health Services

Community Mental Health Centers are experiencing a substantial
increase in caseload, which in many instances is accompanied by
staff and budget reductions. The National Institute of Mental
Health has examined five special programs established by
Community Mental Health Centers in areas of unemployment which
are designed to provide services to the unemployed and their
families. These centers reported a 10% increase in their total
caseload as a result of unemployment related problems. Their
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special programs for the unemployed report that 36% of patients
have marital problems; 27% report parent-child problems; 7%

are cases of spouse abuse; 14% cases of substance abuse; 6% show
violent or suicidal behavior and 3% are child abuse cases.

These data are reinforced by a survey by the National Council

of Community Mental Health Centers of its members, which revealed
that 62% of the centers responding noted an increase in the
proportion of patients with unemployment related problems during
the past year. Ironically, many center staff members are being
faced with the threat of unemployment themselves.

The financial pressure on centers comes from many sources. With
unemployment, health insurance is lost, and private third party
payment to centers is reduced.

In some states, optional Medicaid' coverage is being curtailed,
including outpatient mental health services. These pressures

compound long-standing discriminatory policies of Medicaid and
Medicare, which prevent many mentally ill persons from gaining
access to the services they need, particularly outpatient care.

The end result of these factors is an expanding need for mental
health services coupled with a decreasing supply of accessible
services.

What Can Be Done?

There are a variety of actions which Federal, state and local
governments can take to alleviate some of these problems. One
part of the solution might well be a federal jobs program, and
we support the current efforts to develop a bipartisan bill to
help put more Americans back to work.

In the development of such a bill, thought should be given to
training appropriate unemployed workers to fill needed service
jobs in the mental health system. For example, para-professional
case managers are needed to assist chronically mentally ill patients,
at risk of institutionalization, to live in the commuaity.

* Such training would build needed cadres of workers to help

-4 -



241

alleviate the problems of homeless mentally ill persons. They
could also provide much needed homemaker services.

A number of state and federal demonstration projects have success-
fully trained unemployed persons without college degrees to

work with such severely mentally disabled persons. Trainees

learn to find needed practical assistance for the disabled person
such as with every day living needs of housing, transportation,
food and if possible, employment.

Such para-professionals have succeeded in improving the patient's
condition or at least slowing his decline and have significantly
reduced the need for patients to -return to expensive inpatient
care.

On the basis of past experience with other projects, it is
estimated that training programs for such para-professional work
with the mentally disabled would last about three months and that
each trainer can train about 100 trainees a year. In turn, each
trainee or case manager can work with about twenty patients at

a time,

Expenses for a such a comprehensive program can be calculatedVat
a number of levels. Para-professional workers now receive an
average of about $15,000 per year. Educators to train such
workers would normally command salaries of up to $30,000 per year.

Mental health services which could help unemployed persons and
their families cope effectively and avoid deterioration, should
be expanded. In this regard, the Senate may wish to consider
similar action to that taken recently in the House to include in
the Jobs bill, now reported by the House Appropriations Committee,
$30 million to increase current funding for services under the
Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Block Grant, as well as an
additional $150 million for the Social Services Block Grant.

Another action which would have a significant effect on the mental
health problems facing recently unemployed workers would be
legislation, such as §307, sponsored by Senator Riegle, to ensure
that unemployed workers continue to be covered by a health
insurance policy for some time after they have been laid off.
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For those who may not be helped by a jobs program, we need to look
to the federal government programs for basic life support needs.
This Committee, and you Mr. Chairman, are to be commended for your
actions last year to ensure that disabled persons who are
unemployed because of their disability continue to receive their
benefits under the Social Security Disability Insurance program.
More legislative action to protect mentally ill disabled persons
who are unemployable because of their illnesses may be needed

in this Congress, and we look forward to working further with you
on these issues.

In addition to 'income, we need to look at the problem of a place to
live. With respect to the mentally ill unemployed and homeless
population, National Mental Health Association believes that many
of this group of people could be helped through changes to Medicaid
and other human services programs so as to ensure the availability
of appropriate community group homes, case managers and adequate
coordination of all the mental health and related support services
which these individuals need if they are to function independently.
As psychiatric care and treatment of the mentally ill has enabled
us to move away from long-term institutional care for many such
persons, we have at the same time tailed to put in place the
community resources which are”a necessary alternative to the
institution., Action to begin to rectify this situation and to

help states and localities which are grappling with the problem

of large numbers of chronically mentally ill homeless people is high
on NMHA's agenda for this year, and we will be bringing our
proposals to you at the appropriate time.

Other basic supports for the unemployed are: social services,-

food stamps, welfare {federal, state and local) as well as health
services. As you consider the problems of unemployment, we urge that
you not focus exclusively on the creation of jobs. High unemployment
rates are expected to continue for some time, and we must address

the total needs of unemployed persons and their families if we are
to avoid the tragic consequences so well documented in the studies
cited earlier.
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Because of the magnitude of the unemployment problem and the

major impact unemployment has on the prevalence of mental ill-
ness, on the mental health service system and on the families, the
National Mental Health Association, within 30 days, will appoint a
National Commission to examine the effect of unemployment on the
mental health of the American people. The purposes of this
Commission will be to inquire into the destructive mental health
aspects of high and long-term unemployment, and to make recommend-
ations as to how the public and private sectors can work

together to begin to alleviate the associated trauma. The
Commission will examine:

¢ the mental health impact of living‘in a society
with the threat of high unemployment;
¢ how to deal with the stress and trauma related to
unemployment;
® psychological and social problems encountered in
obtaining needed services;
e creative mechanisms to pay for services (including
insurance issues);
e needed basic life support services such as housing,
food, clothing and income support;
how public/private sectors are responding;
identification of health care needs of the unemployed;
the mental health implications of the role of work
in people's lives; -
¢ problems created by associated homelessness, especially
of mentally ill persons. -
Our objective is to broaden both the public and private sectors'
understanding of issues related to unemployment so that human needs,
including appropriate mental health services, are a priority in our
comprehensive approach to what has been a long-term problem for
large groups of citizens and which has now spread to all levels
of society.'
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THE STORY OF THE MENTAL HEALTH BELL

The Mental Health Bell, which is familiar throughout the
land as the symbol of the mental health movement, is one of the most
distinguished bells in the world.

Nothing could echo hope for the mentally ill more drama-
tically -- for the bell was cast from chains and shackles used as
restraints in mental hospitals until they were proved unnecessary
and considered an agggavation to mental illness,

“The idea of the Mental Realth Bell sprang from the same
sentiments as that which enshrined the Liberty Bell as a national
symbol. At the time it was cast, shackles, ghains and similar
restraints already were being considered barbarous-relics of the
days when the mentally ill were treated as criminals, hidden away
as hopeless humans.

There was a need to ptcclaim to the land that the "Mental
Health Movement" was responsible for this measure of progress.’and,
more important, to proclaim to the mentally ill that they have hope
for recovery; that there is now a nationwide army of volunteprs -
fighting for them, for better mental hospitals, more treatment’ and
facilities for the mentally ill, wider research and more help for
the recovered patient to get a welcome back to his home, his
community, and his job.

The metal that went. into the bell came from mental hospitals
in all parts of the c¢ountry at the request of the Mental Health
Association and it accumulated, into a “chamber of horrors” in the
lobby of the Association's headquarters in New York until there was
enough for a good, big, loud bell.

The metal was melted down at thé McShane -Bell Foundry in
Baltimore on April 13, 1953. Serving as foundryman's helpers were
Maryland's Governor, Theodore A. McKeldrin, and Mrs. A. Felix Dupont,
Jr., member of the Board of the Mental Health Association. With a
pair of foundryman's tongs, Governor McKeldrin dropped into the
crucible the last piece of metal -- a pair of brass shackles. Also
participating in the ceremony were Dr. Robert Felix, director of
the National Institute of ‘Mental:Hexlth—and -Do—F.--Frank Casey, ——— --
representing the Veteran's Administration.

This historic bell has been rung by President Eisenhower,
Prasident Nixon, and a host of many others. Currently, it is on
public display at the Mental Health Association, National Headquarters,
at 1800 North Kent Street in Arlington, Virginia, between the hours
of 9:00 a.m ~ 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The bell, which weighs 300 pounds, bears this inscription:

"Casgt from shackles which bound thenm,

this bell shall ring out hope for the
mentally ill and victory over mental

illness.” ¢

Mental Health Association
National Headquarters
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. I would also like to in-
clude, in addition to your entire statement, the story of the mental
health bell. That wili be made part of the record.

Do I understand you are going to present that bell and we are
going to have a picture taken at 2:30?

Ms. VERNON. Now.

The CHAIRMAN. Now? OK, good. I have no questions.

We are trying to address some of the concerns you have made in
your recommendations. We have been looking at some way to pro-
vide health coverage. As Senator Heinz has pointed out, it is not
easy to do. We are looking at a number of possibilities and we will
“continue to look at the disability program to see whether or not
that program is being properly administered.

So we hope to continue to work with you in that area. I appreci-
ate very much your testimony and the Kansas input. I believe Sen-
ator Chafee would now like to get some Rhode Island input.

Senator CHAFEE. Yes; this is a crazy system, Mr. Chairman, and I
apologize to the witnesses going back and forth. I guess the chair-
man himself must go vote now.

The CHAIRMAN. Women are taking over the country. We have
women staff here. Mrs. Heckler’s confirmation vote is on the floor.
We are happy about that. If you were running this place, I doubt if
it would be this disorganized.

Senator CHAFEE. I have no questions of Mrs. Vernon. If sts
Hackett could come up.

The-CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Ms. VErRNON. Thank you, Senator.

Senator CHAFEE. 1 have just a few questions of Miss Hackett.
Thank you, Ms. Vernon.

Miss HAckerr. I am back.

The CHAIRMAN. I will leave you in John’s hands, and I will run
out and vote.

Senator CHAFEE [presiding]. Miss Hackett, you are vastly experi-
enced from your many years as an employment security director
and I just wanted to ask you what do you think we ought to do? I
know that you felt that using the unemployment compensation
funds for training at this particular point in time does not make an
awful lot of sense.

But what do you suggest? I am not trying to put you on the spot,
I am trying to draw on your experience.

" Miss HACKETT. Well, insofar as the use of unemployment trust
fund moneys for training, as I said, we feel—and I am speaking for
the Interstate Conference and not just for Mary Hackett and
Rhode Island—we believe that it is certainly impractical at this
time.

The other thing is, we do not believe that the unemployment in-
surance taxes should be used to defray the cost of training. That
does not mean that we do not believe in the need for training and
retraining. We certainly subscribe and believe in that, but it seems
to me the money must come from some other source. What that
source is in this day of financial constraints, both at the Federal
and State level, I am not certain, but, at any rate, we do not be-
lieve it should be from unemployment insurance tax money.
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Senator CHAFEE. I know you have over the years proposed var-
ious reforms, and taken positions in the State that have not neces-
sarily been translated into legislation. We are running a $200 bil-
lion deficit, and are being asked to defer interest payments on
loans to States and ease the cap requirements due to the dire eco-
nomic situation and the large drain on the fund. Is that right?

Miss HAckerr. What I 'am saying, Senator, is for 1981 and 1982
there were only two conditions required to meet the cap—no net
decrease in solvency—and in the third year, 1983, now there is, in
addition to those two rather easy standards, the addition of two
more standards which would be that the average tax rate for the
calendar year équals or exceeds the average cost-benefit rate for
the prior year, and the outstanding loan balance as of a September
30 calender year is not greater than that of the third preceding the
September 30.

en we are talking about 1983, that is the balance as of 1981.
So that those requirements are going to be very difficult for many
of the States to meet. As an aside, hopefully we in Rhode Island
will be able to meet thst, only because in 1979, as you know, we
reformed our unemployment compensation taxing system which in-
creased our taxes about 2% times from 1979 to 1980,

Senator CHAFEE. The change in that year was—and correct me if
I am wrong—basically a tax increase, wasn't it?

Miss HAckerr. Basically, so. But, as you will recall, it was a
labor-management Eartnership that agreed on that legislation and
there were some other issues in the benefit side that had to be ac-
commodated in order for that bill to pass. So it was not totally a
gp€Sidw situation, although it was certainly more a tax increase

iH.

Senator CHAFEE. I do not remember the labor side of the provi-
sions, the beneficiary side changes. Were they significant?

Miss HACKETT. I hate to use the word, Senator, but I think this
will remind you of the retiree issue.

Senator CHAFEE. Oh, and the social security. That is right, yes.
That was pursuant to Federal legislation.

Miss Hackerr. Well, yes, but not entirely.

Senator CHAFEE. Am I right?

Miss HAckeTT. Yes, Senator, but not entirely.

Senator CHAFEE. I see. Well, here is our problem. We are run-
ning a deficit and we need to reduce that deficit so that pgoiple will
be reemployed. The high deficit is one of the basic roots of unem-
plgment. :

the question is what requirements are we entitled to impose
on the States to reduce the burden on the unemployment trust
fund. It is my view that the Federal Government is entitled -to
impose some restrictions. )

Miss Hackerr. I would agree with that, Senator, and the inter-
state conference also agrees. There should be incentives for the
State to restore solvency to their own funds. We just believe that
the stringent conditions that are present now need to be reexam-
ined in the light of today’s economic conditions, and we might even
make some suggestions, for instance, that there should be no net
decrease in solvency, no reduction in the tax effort, perhags a
change in the State law which would increase tax revenues by x
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?ercentage point, a limit or reduction in benefits if the State bene-
it structure is higher than the national average or no new net bor-
rowing unless the State’s average tax rate is higher than the na-
tional average by, for example, 30 percent, 20 percent, or whatever.

But perhaps some of those things, sin lm’i‘ﬁ or in combination,
and obviously that is not an exhaustive list. There are many other
items.

Senator CHAFEE. What do we do about the specifics, though? I
know one problem you have wrestled with is people who in effect
are seasonal employees whose work schedules are not full-time
work schedules for example school lunch workers or schoolbus driv-
ers. I know you have dealt with that problem in Rhode Island.
That is a matter of State law, is it not, or an interpretation?

Miss HACKETT. As you know, the Federal law that extended man-
datory coverage to State and local government workers gave the
States the option of denying benefits in the between-term period to
nonprofessional workers in the schools, if they had a reasonable. as-
surance of returring to work in the second of those two semesters.

You do know that when that law was originally passed the em-
ployees who would be so denied benefits had to be not only em-
ployed in the schools but thev must have been employed by the
schools. They could not have been employed by another.

At home we had a situation where we had State school lunch
workers working in local schools but not for the schools, and they
could not have been denied undes the Federal legislation. That has
been changed since and amended, through which public law 1 am
not certain. But, at any rate, it was amended so that the person so
ﬁmQL?ed by a service agency in the local school could be similarly

enied. .

We do have a bill at home before our State legislature now to

apply that denial of benefits.
nator CHAFEE. But that is an option?

Miss HACKETT. It is an option.

Senator CHAFEE. An option to the State, is that correct?

Miss Hackerr. [Nods affirmatively.]

Senator CHAFEE. Thank you very much. Is there another panel?
What happened to the interim panel? [Laughter.]

_Did they go on? They must have adhered to their time with

vigor.

%Nell, thank you very much, Miss Hackett. I want to personally
express m atppreciation to you not only for testifying here today
but for all of the able assistance you have given us over many,
many years in my office as we have wrestled with these problems
on the cap, on FUTA, and all of the aspects of unemployment com-
ﬁensation. Whenever we have asked you for -..y information, you

ave been very helpful.

Miss Hackerr. I have enjoyed doing that, Senator, and hope to
continue. -

Senator CHAFEE. You have educated a whole series of very able
staff of mine and now you are educating a new one, she is learning
a great deal.

ank you, Miss Hackett, I guess that does it. I want to thank
all of the witnesses very much for coming.

Miss Hackerr. Thank you.
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[Whereupon, at 1 p.m., the committee adjourned, to reconvene
upon the call of the Chair.]

[By direction of the chairman the following communications were
made a part of the hearing record:]
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

COMM:TTEE ASSIGNMENTS
KOUCATION AND HEALTH
rinancE
AENEAAL LAWS

JOHN C BUCHANAN
40TH BENATORIAL DISTRICT
SUCHANAN DICKENSON LEL AND o
WISE COUNT'RS NORTHWESTEAN PART meaa e
OF RUSSELL COUNTY CITY OF NORTUN
» o wox 100e SENATE
WISL VIRGINIA 24293

February 26, 1983

Robert E. Lighthizer, Chief Counsel
Committee on Finance

United States Senate

Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Sir:

Please ‘include the following remarks a:s a part of the record of
the Finance Committee public hearing on UNEMPLOYMENT ISSUES, March 3,

1983:

Unemployment (as of December 4, 1982} in the five major coal
producing counties of Virginia ranges from 16.8% to 30.6%, with an
average rate of 26.4%. The exhaustion of unemployment benefits has
resulted in extreme hardship for many of the unemployed in these
counties.

Because Virginia as a whole has a relatively low unemployment
rate of 8.4% the county with 30.6% unemployment, has a maximum eligi-
bility period for benefits (including the supplemental extensions on
and subsequent to Oct. 1, 1982) of 34 weeks, which is 4 weeks less
than the maximum applicable just over the state line in West Virginia
which has the highesf statewide average.

The present criteria, by which eligibility is based on statewide
averages, overlooks the reality of these pockets of high unemployment
within states with low average unemployment rates.

To ameliorate this de facto discrimination, it is proposed that
eligibility be based on regional criteria whereby adjoining areas with
similar unemployment rates be assigned similar eligibility status for
unemployment benefits distribution.

Respectfully,

ol S ttoent

ohn C. Buchanan
JCB:mh

. 19-070 0—83——17
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STATEMENT OF
-
THE 33SCCIATED GEINERAL CCUTRACTORS OF AMERICA
BRISENIZD TO THE
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

MARCH 3, 1983

on

Jobs Creating Proposals
and
Unenploymrent

60 firms inclucding 8,500 of America's leadirsg
cting firms normilly responsible for the
3,400,000-plus emwployees;
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The Associated General Contractors of America and its 112
chapters aationwide is comprised of approximately 32,000 firms’
including 8,500 of the nation's leading general contracting companies
that perform more than $100 billion of construction annually:
our member firms normally employ some 3,400,000-plus workers,

a significant portion of ocur national labor pool,. :

We appreciate the opportunity to submit this statement regarding
jobs creating proposals and unemployment. Our industry, more so
than any other single industry, knows only too well the unemploy-
ment problems that burden our nation -- 1.2 million construction
workers are presently unemployed. This represents almost 25%
of the work force of the nation's largest industry) Construction
currently accounts for some $230 billion of our Gross National
Product, directly employing 3.8 million people, and indirectly
employing an additional 16 million people in construction supply
industries such as cement, glass and steel, insurance, architecture
.and engineering. However, unlike the recent past, when construction
accounted for 10 percent of the "Gross National Product (GNP),
today's level represents less than 8 percent of the GNP and a
sharp drop in the number of people at work on construction sites,
We are of the belief that the industry's declining share of GNP
is directly related to our nation's current economic concerns.

Labor Intensity

Relief for the unemployed is obviously a complicated issue.
There are a multitude of choices and each has a different potential
impact on the employed, unemployed, the deficit, and the nation's
economy. We have hopefully learned, that relief aimed at removing
individuals from the unemployment rolls is only a temporary re-
solution. The best alternative is” to develop programs that provides
opportunities for the unemployed to work at jobs which fulfill
a legitimate and lasting need within our industrial framework.
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Any examination of jobs creating proposals should always conform
to the axiom that the most cost effective alternatives should
be the most attractive., We realize that a labor intensive’approach
is generally recognized as a measure of an industry's ability
to employ maximum numbers of workers, We believe that the concept
of labor intensity is key to any jobs creating proposals. However,an
industry's ability to generate jobs internally as well as other
industries should be the overriding criteria any jobs creating
proposals. The type of industry which can generate this multiplier
effect sould employ not only individuals within that industry
but also create a series of jobs in related industries., In this
respect, the products and service consuming consttdction by contract
industry has the greatest potential to accomplish the objective
in a cost effective manner. ’

The critical concept here is that job stimulation in the right
industry can create several jobs in other related industries.
The greatest cost-effective, result, occurs not simply when an
employer's salary dollar creates a job, but when a job creates
the necessity for other jobs within the economy.

A very concrete example of the significance of an industry's
multiplier effect in relation to job creation, is construction
by contract., Tables 1 & 2 are recently published Bureau of Labor
Statistics data which clearly demonstrates the products consuming
nature of the construction industry. As Chart #1 illustrates,
construction generates more direct and induced jobs within the
economy per dollar spent, than such industries as manufacturing,
communciations, mining and transportation and many others. When
total expenditures are considered, the amount of spending and
capacity to generate jobs within construction-creates a most favorable
jobs creating4climate.

That same logic applies to potential annual cost savings and
generated revenue from increased social security benefits, increased
federal income tax, and reduced unemployment to be gained from
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stimulating the construction industry. As an illustration, Table
$#3 describes the annaul savings and generated revenue from an
infrastructure rebuilding program of $61.6 billion. It clearly
indicates that construction jobs create income which generates
tax revenues and reduces public assistance. »”

Jobs and Infrastructure Needs

It is estimated, on a very gonservative basis, that a construction
program to meet the infrastructure needs of the United States
would result in the employment of 650,000 onsite construction
workers annually, with another 843,000 jobs created offsite within
the construction industry and in manufacturing and service supply
industries. A majority of these jobs can be filled by currently
unemployed workers, and with that stimulus many additional individuals
will have the opportunity to be added to the workforce, especially
when economic recovery provides more positions within the industry.
These conservative estimates are based upon identified requirements
for infrastructure rebuilding of $61.6 billion per year sustained
for five years, with some programs projected to extend for 20
years.

Infrastructure needs for highways, bridges and airports require
outlays of $28 billion per year which could generate 305,200 jobs.
congress, in passing the Surface Transportation Act of 1982, re-
.cognized the need and jobs creating ability of such programs,

There are other pressing needs. Mass transit and railroad
needs require $13.1 billion and could generate 142,790 jobs.
Improvements are also needed in systems relating to water/supply
distribution, dams and locks (also transportation-related) and
sewage treatment, Estimates of job creation for these categories
range from 51,150 for water supply/distribution projects to 61,750
for sewage treatment facilities and have a $5-7 billion price
tag. Public buildings, the other major category of infrastructure
needs, requires annual expenditures of §$1.9 billion, which could
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result in 18,430 jobs.

The number of potential employment opportunities associated
with each type of infrastructure program is contained in Table
111. These figures are based on known current needs, There are
many elements of the infrastructure that have not yet been surveyed;
there are constantly deteriorating components of the infrastructure,
which have not yet been included and finally, and normal econonmic
expansion has not been considered as the estimates were developed.

Our economic system depends on our ability to expdnd. Individual
communitities need to expand basic elements of the infrastructure
to attract new industry. 1In short, the infrastructure needs of
the nation are not simply long term. They are entfrely open ended
and constant. There is absolutely no question that rebuilding
the nation is a job that must be accomplished.

Maximum Monthly Earning

With respect tbd any proposed legislation, we believe a broader
approach needs to be applied if an earnings maximum is considered.
Any reasonable limit on employee wages, must address itself to
the fact that work in many industries is of a seasonal nature
and that, of necessity, employees often may earn more than a monthly
maximum, Also paramount in any consideration should be the broader
multiplier effect. Any maximum level, if necessary, should not
ignore the fact that many members of the middle class are unemployed.

Federal Supplemental Compensation (FSC) Program & Job Vouchers

The PSC system is currently set to expire on March 31, 1983.
AGC prefers that the monies spend on PSC be funneled to private
sector job-producing programs to rebuild America's deteriorating
infrastructure. In this time of limited government resources,
we believe that it is more important to fund these needs thereby
creating substantial private sector employment opportunities,
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than merely to continue a wage-replacement program which produces
no long lasting results,

.

However, we also recognize that these are unusual and difficult
times, and suggest that if Congress does continue the FSO’program
for an additional six months, a variety of measures recently recom-
mended by the Administratioh to improve the operation of the system
be included. Among the positive changes recommended by the Administr-
ation is the repmlacement of the current 5-tier approach for deter-
mining the length of FSC benefits in a given state by a more simple
3-tier approach. In addition, a 30 work-week zequireﬁent (instead
of the current 20 weeks) for recipients of FSC benefits would
ensure that only the most deserving individuals receive these
general-revenue supported benefits., Finally, the ﬁrovisions which
would bar FSC benefits to those who voluntarily quit or who were
fired for good cause would serve to insure that individuals do
not leave their current position simply because of the availability
of long term UC benefits under the FSC program.

Turning to a voucher system contained in several proposals,
AGC has numerous concerns. Although several proposed voucher systems
may provide benefits to employers in certain industries, it would
become an administrative nightmare for industries such as the
construction industry, which traditionally have experienced a
high degree of employee turnover. In addition, the benefits of
a voucher system whould not be available to employers who had
employed the individual at any time during a specified base period._
In order to achieve the full benefit of the system, the employee
would be required to remain on the payroll of the employer for
a full year. Such proposals would severely limit any advantage
construction industry employers could §ain by hiring an PSC recipient
given our industry's high employee mobility and turnover.

Unemployment Compensation (UC) and Structural Unemployment

:

While AGC perceives many administrative problems in applying
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a voucher system to the FSC program, we recognize that utilizing
FSC indirectly to support private employer training efforts, is
preferable to using employer-generated unemployment compensatioén
(UC) funds for this purpose, We would therefore oppose those
elements in recommendations currently under consideration’which
would finance training programs directly out of employer-generated
UC tax payments. We believe that using employer-generated UC taxes
for training purposes is inappropriate, because (1) it would create
an additional burden on the UC system at a time when its financial
resources are already hard-pressed, and (2) it would incorporate
into the UC system a component which is not consistent with the
purpose of UC funds: the short-term supplement of wages due to
cyclical unemployment.

The UC system was not designed to be a welfare system, nor
was it designed to deal with problems created by structural unemploy-
ment resulting from basic changes in the nation's economy. In i
fact, one could argue that the experience component utilized in
establishing an employer's UC tax obligations would be undermined
if funds he pays are used for the training of unemployed individuals
for new, alternative careers. We further believe that Congress
has already enacted legislation, the Job Partnership Training
Act, which provides a vehicle for such retraining.

While several suggestions have been recommended to ameliorate
these problems such a plan would create (including proposals to
bar debtor states from utilizing UC funds for training, and to
require the establishment of a separate UC training fund), these
suggestions do not overcome the basic problem of funding training
programs through UC funds as outlined above,

Conclusion
We believe that a great opportunity exists to address our

nation's unemployment ills without the necessity of creating a
new employment program, while at the same time addressing another
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national ill--the deteriorating condition of our nation's infra-
‘structure. That opportunity exists in using established federal,
state and local public works programs to 1} reverse the deterioration
of our nation's infrastructure and 2) provide productive employment
in the process. -

The vehicles, methods and procedures of public construction
programs entailing competitively bid contract construction to .
the private sector are already in place--they only need adequate
funding to be employment effective, Let me repeat: the needs _
are evident., The work forces are available. All that is lacking
is funding to meet both needs.

AGC believes that an effective program to deal with the nation's
infrastructure needs should and can be an integral part of addressing
our nation's unemployment problems. 1t is beyond question, and
very timely today that such a program will create employment for
millions of workers and stimulate the economy to recovery and
growth, R

America's manufacturers of steel, glass, plastics, fibers,
pipe, cement, wire and paint are just some of the industries that
are absolutely .dependent on a vibrant goods consuming construction
industry -- an industry which, with the other industries dependent
on its good health, is responsible for more than 20 percent of
American employment. Construction is the engine that drives the
rest of our economy. When the construction industry is provided
with the funding stimulus it needs, and which government at all
levels must provide or risk the total disintegration of our public
facilities, the construction industry will lead America to real
economic recovery.
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Industry Comparison
of ’
Jobs Creation Impact
For
$1,003,000 in Expenditure

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 * 90

Constructicn (1) (2)

Manufacturing (1)

Transportation (1)

Communication (2)

Mining (1)

{1) Median Comparison
{2) Average Comparison

Chart is based on unpublished Bureau of Labor
Statistics Data (Office of Economic Growth).
Takes into account Direct, Indirect and Induced
jobs, and was measured in 1972 dollars and modi-
fied to consider industry productivity increases
or decreases.
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TABLE TII -
PCTENTIAL ANNUAL COST SAVINGS AND
REVENUE GENERATED
from v
Infrastructure Rebuilding Program

off-Site
On-Site Construction &
Craft Jobs Other Industries Total

Increased
Social Security
Payments $1,651,000,000 $1,524.000,000 $3,165,000,000

Increased !
Federal Income
Tax $1,603,000,000 $1,470,000,000 $3,073,000,000

Reduced
Unemployment
Compensation
Payments $1,153,000,000 $1,329,000,000 $2,482,000,000

TOTAL $4,407,000,000 $4,313,000,00 $8,720,000,000

Annual income used to develop the table has been estimated based
upon the average hourly earnings of the mix of construction, manufac-
turing and transportation jobs created. These were applied to a work
year of 1,900 hours. Estimated average annual income for construction
workers is $18,886 and for other workers is $15,029.

All figures are based upon 1980 data. This was most comparable to
the expenditures estimated and, in most cases, was the most current data
available. It is believed that changes in the current tax structure
which have the effect of lowering income tax receipts and increasing
social security tax receipts would not materially effect the total re-~
venue from these sources. Adjusting unemployment compensation paiments
for current dollars would increase the amount on the table an estirated
15 percent.

There are other lesser revenues that would be generated for govern-
ment that have not been considered. Among these are state and local
taxes, corporate income taxes at all levels, and food stamps and other
forms of public assistance.
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