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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

L RULES OF PROCEDURE
(Adopted January 30,1979)

Rule L Re ,Day.-The regu-
lar meti dy of ta committee shall be thesecond Tuesday of each month, ex-
cept that if there be no business before the com-
mittee the regular meeting shall be omitted.

Rule 2. Committee Meetings.-(a) Except as
provided by section 183(a) of the LeislMaveReora lmon Act of 19k6 as IMADe bby me-"
tion' 1&(,) of the Legislative Reoroanzaton
Act ofW1T7 (relating tospecialclle
b a Majority of the committee) and on
(b9 o this %Mai" oomiU" e~as for the
conduct of business, for the purIoa holding
hearings, or for any other purpose, shall be
called y the chairman. Members will be noti-
fied of committee meetings at least 48 hours in
advance, unless the chairman determines that
an emergency situation requires a meeting on
shorter notice. The notification will include a
written 'eda together with materials pre-
pared Ibyteistaff re ating to that aWenda After
the agenda for a committee meeting is pub-
lished and distributed, no nongermane items
may be brought up during that meeting unless
at least two-thirds of the members present
agree to consider those items

(b) In the absence of the chairman, meetings
of the committee may be called by the ranking
majority member of the committee who is pres-
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ent, provided authority to call meetin g has been
delegate-d to such member by the chairman.

RuleS. Prdsiding 0 o~.(a) Techairman
shall Preside at an of the
commI t xcep thatin "s absence rank-
ing majority member who is present at the
meeting sh-0 preside.

(b) Notwithstanding the rule prcrbed by
subsection (a) any member of the committee
may preside over the conduct of a

Rule 4. Quoruma.--(a) Except as provided
in subsections (b) and (c) six member" includ-
ing not less than one member of the majority
pats and one member of the minority party,

constitute a quorum for the conduct of
business.

(b) Notwithstanding the rule precribed by
subsection (a), one member shall constitute a
quorum for the purpose of conducting a hearing.

(c) Once a quorum as preecribed by subseo-
tion (a) has been estab ished for the conduct of
business in executive session, the committee may
continue to conduct busmnes so long as five or
more members are present.

Rule 5. Reportuig of MaV" or Recom-
me.-datiows.-No measure or recommendation
shall be reorted from the committee unless a
majority o'the committee is actually present
and a majority of those present concur.

Rule 6. P Voting PoUing.--L) Except
as provided by section 33d) ofthe Legislatve
Reorganization Act of 1946 as amended byone-
tion 106(a) of the Legial.ati'_"rve Reorganizjain_
Act of 1970 (relating to limitaton on use of
proxy voting to report a measure or matter),
members who are unable to be present may have
their vote recorded by proxy.

(b) At the discretion of the c dmmi mwm-
bers who are unabl to be prusut and whose
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vote has not been cast by proxy may be polled
for the purpose of recording their vote on any
rolicall taken by the committee."

Rule 7. Order of Motioa.--When several mo-
tions am before the committee dealing with re-
lated or overlapping matters, the chairman may
specify the order n which the motions shall be
voted upon.

Rule 8. Bringing a •Mater io a Vot.--If the
chrman determines that a motion or amend-
ment has been adequately debated, he may call
for a vote on such motion or amendment, and
the vote shall then be taken, unless the commit-
tee votes to continue debate on such motion or
amendment, as the case may be. The vote on a
motion to continue debate on any motion or
amendment shah be taken without debate.

Rule 9. Public Announcemen of Committe
Vot.--Pumuant to section 133(b) of the Leg-
islative Reorganization Act of 1946 as amended
by section 104 (a) of the Legilaive Reorgam-
zation Act of 1970 (relating to public announce-
ment of votes),the results of roilcall votes taken
by the com ttee on any measure (or amend-
men thereto) or matter sball be announced pub-
licly not later than the day on which such meas-
ure or matter is ordered reported from the
committee.

Rule 10. Bubpoesae.--Subpoenas for attend-
ane of witnesses and the production of memo-
randa, documents, and records shall be issued by
the chairman, or by any other member of the
committee designed by him.

Rule 11. Open CommWt Hearing.-To the
extent require by section 138A of the Legisla-
tive Reorganization Act of 1948 as amended by
section 112(a) of the LeIslative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1970 (relating to limitations on open
hearings), each hearing conducted by the com-
mittee shall be open to the public.
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Rule 12. Aw .1 of Hw* --The
commit shall *"drtake cousistant with the
proves on of section 133A of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1H4 " added by section
111(a) of the Legislative Reorg on Act
of 1970 (relating to public noti of committee
hearings) to issue public announcements of
hearings it intends to hold at least one week
prior to the commencement of such hearings.

Rule 13. Witnesm. at Hearinga.-(a) Each
witness who is scheduled to testi fy at any hear-
ing must submit his written testimony to the
staff director not later than noon of the last
business day preceding the day on which he is
scheduled to appear. Such written testimony
shall be accompanied by a brief summary of the
principal points covered in the written testi-
mony. Having submitted his written testimony,
the witness shall be allowed not more than ten
minutes for oral prevention of his statement.

(b) Witnesses may not read their entire writ-
ten testimony, but must confine their oral pres-
entation to a summarization of their arguments.

(c) Witnesses shall observe proper standards
of dignity, decorum and propriety while pro-
senting their views to the committee. Any wit-
new who violates this rule shall be M
and his testimony (both oral and written)
shall not appear in the record of the hearing.

(d) In scheduling witnesses for hearings, the
staff shall attempt to schedule witnesses so as to
attain a balance of views early in the hearings.
Every member of the committee may designate
witnesses who will appear before the committee
to testify. To the extent that a witness desig-
nated by a member cannot be scheduled to
.testify during the time set aside for the hear-
ing, a special time will be set aside for that wit-
ness to testify if the member deignating that
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witness is available at that time to chair the

Rule 14C Aud/iewm.--Pereons admitted into
the audience for open hearir•g of the comitte
shall conduct themselves with the digit , de-
corum, court and proriy traditipnal? ob-
served by the Senat. Im nstrations ol ap-
proval or disapproval of any s ent or act
by any member or witnem are not allowed. Per-
sons creating confusion or distractions or
otherwise disrupting the orderly proceeding of
the hearing shall be expelled from the hearing.

Rule 15. Broadcalung of H9 eni.-(a)
Broadcasting of open heari'p by television or
radio coverage shall be allowed upon approval
by the chairman of a request =led with the
staff director not later than noon of the d4& be-
fore the day on which such coverap is desired.

(b) If such approval is granted, broadcast-ing coverage of the hearing shall be conducted
unobtrusively and in accordance with the stand.
ards of dignity, propriety, courtesy and de-
corum traditionally observed by the Senate.
. (c) Equipment necemsry for coverage by tele-

vision and radio media shall not be installed in,
or removed from, the hearing room while the
committee is in session.

(d) Additional lighting may be installed in
the hearing room by the media in order to raie
the ambient lightin-g level to the lowest level
necemary to provide adequate television cover-
age of the hearing at the then current state of
the art of television coverage.

(e) The additional -ghting authorized by
s ction (d) of this rli not be directed
into the eyes of any mew'Jers of the commit-
tee or of any witness, and at the request of any
such member or witne, offendiG lightin shall
be extinguisheW
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(f No witnew haUl be require to be
grMped at any hean or to give teamony
wrhle the dc.*ing (or coverage) of that
hearing is bi conu At the requt of
any such wham who does not wish tob sub-
jedted to radio or television ooverage, all euip-
ment used for coverage shall be turned oIL

Rule 16. Subcommitte,.-(a) The chairman
subject to the approval of the committee, shal
appoint legislative subcommittee. All legisla-
tion shall be kept on the full committee calen-
dar unless a majority of the members present
and voting agree to refer specific legislation to
an appropriate subcommittee.

(b) The chairman may limit the period dur-
ing which House-passed legislation referred to
a subcommittee under paragraph (a) will re-
main in that subcommittee. At the end of that
priod, the legislation will be restored to the
ull committee calendar. The period referred

to in the preceding sentences should be 6 weeks,
but may be extended in the event that adjourn-
ment or a long recess is imminent.

(c) All decisions of the chairman are subject
to approval or modification by a majority vote
of the committee.

(d) The full committee ma, at any time by
majority vote of those members present dis-
charge a subcommittee from further considera-
tion of a specific piece of legislation.

(e) Because the Senate is constitutionally
prohibited from p revenue legislation
originate in the=Senate subcommittees may
mark up legislation original in the Senate
and referred to them under Rule 16(a) to de-
velop specific proposals for full committee con-
sideration but may not report such legislation
to the full committee. The preceding sentence
does not apply to nonrevenue legislation origi-
nating in the Senate.
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()he chairman and ranging minority
shmerab & serve as nonvouang M orys mem-bes of t'isommittees on which ty do not

serve as voting member
(g) Any member of the committee may at-

tend hearings held by any subcommittee and
question witneses testifykg before that sub.
committee.

(h) Sub mitt eeting times shall be co-
ordnaw bythe staff director to insure thatr-
(1) no subcommitte meeting will be held

when the committee is in executive session,
except by unanimous consent;

(2) no more than one subcommittee will
meet when the full committee is holding
hearings; and

(3) not more than two subcommittees will
meet at the same time.

Notwithstanding paragraphs (2) and (3), a
subcommittee may meet when the full commit-
tee is holding hearings and two subcommit
may meet at the same time only upon the ap-
proval of the chairman and the -rAkig minor-
ity member of the committee and subcommit-
tees involved.

(i) Al nominations shall be considered by
the full committee.

(j) The chairman will attempt to schedule
reasonably frequent meetings of the fu com-
mittee to permit consideration of legislaon
reported favorably to the committee by the sub-
commitee

Rule 17. Anmemr of Rulu.--The fore-
going rules may be added to, modified, amended
or suspeded at any time.
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II. EXCERPTS FROM THE STANDING
RULES OF THE SENATE RELATING
TO STANDING COMMITTEES

RULE XXV
irAWDING OOM MiTErrZ

1. The following sending committes shall
be appointed at the commencement of each Con-
gress, with leave to report by bill or otherwise
on matters within their respective jurisdictions:

* S S

(i) Committee on Finance, to which com-
mittee shall be referred all proposed legisla-
tion, essage, petitions, memorials, and other
matters relating to the following subjects:

1. Bonded debt of the United States, except
as provided in the Congressional Budget Act of
1974.

2. Customs, collection districts, and ports of
entry and delivery.

3. Deposit of public moneys.
4. General revenue sharing.
5. Health programs under the Social Secu-

rity Act and health programs financed by a
specific tax or trust fund.

6. National social security.
2. Reciprocal trade agreements.
8. Revenue measures generally, except as pro-

vided in the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.
9. Revenue measures relating to the insular

possessions.
10. Tariffs and import quotas, and matters

related thereto.
1L Transportation of dutiable goods.

* S S
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7. (a) When the Senate in in seion, no com-
mittee of the Senate or any subcommittee there.
of may meet, without special leave, after the
conclusion of the first two hours after the meet-
ing of the Senate commenced and in no case
after two o'clock postmeridian unless consent
therefor has been obtained from the Majority
Leader and the Minority Leader (or in the event
of the absence of either of such Leaders, from
his designee). The prohibition contained in the
precding sentence shall not apply to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or the Committee on
the Budget. The Majority Liader or his desig-
nee shall announce to the Senate whenever
consent has been given under this subparagraph
and shall state the time and place of such meet-
ing. The right to make such announcement of
consent shall have the same priority as the filing
of a cloture motion.. (b) Each meeting of a standing, select, or
special committee of the Senate, or any subcom-
mittee thereof, include meetings to conduct
hearings, shall be open to the public, except
that a meeting or series of meetings by a com-
mittee or a subcommittee thereof on the same
subject for a period of no more than fourteen
calendar days may be closed to the public on a
motion made and seconded to go into closed ses-
sion to discuss only whether the matters enu-
merated in paragraphs (1) through (6) would
require the meeting to be closed followed im-
mediately b a record vote in open session by a
majority of the members of the committee or
subconunittee when it is determined that the
matters to be discussed or the testimony to be
taken at such meeting or meetings-

(1) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national defemm
or the confidential conduct of the foreign re-
lations of the United States;
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(2) will relate solely to matters of commit-
tee staff personnel or internal staff manage.
meat or procedure;

(3) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure the
professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(4) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the investi-
gation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(5) will disclose information relating to
the trade secrets of financial or commercial
information pertaining specifically to a given
person if-

(A) an Act of Congress requires the in-
formation to be kept confidential by Gov-
ernment officers and employees; or

(B) the information has been obtained
by the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial
or other benefit, and is required to be kept
secret in order to prevent undue injury to
the competitive position of such person; or
(6) may divulge matters required to be

kept confidential under other provisions of
law or Government regulations.
(c) Whenever any hearing conducted by any

such committee or subcommittee is open to the
public, that hearing may be broadcast by radio
or television, or lboth, under such rules as the
committee or subcommittee may adopt.
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*(d) Whenever disorder arises during a com-
mittee meeting that is open to the public, or any
demonstration of approval or disapproval n
indulged in by any person in attendance at any
such meeting, it shall be the duty of the Chair
to enforce order on his own initiative and with-
out any point or order being made by a Senator.
When the Chair finds it necessary to maintain
order, he shall have the power to clear the room,
and the committee may act in dosed esion for
so long as there is doubt of the assurance of
order.

(e) Each committee shall prepare and keep
a complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of each
meeting or conference whether or not such meet-
ing or any part thereof is closed under this para-
graph, unless a majority of said members vote
to forego such a record.

. $ S
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M. EXCERPT FROM THE LEGISLA-
TIVE REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1946
AS AMENDED, RELATING TO COM-
MITTEE RULES

SENATB COMMITTEE RUUfl

S 1a33B. Each standing, select, or special
committee of the Senate shall adolt rules (not
inconsistent with the Standing ules of the
Senate or with those provisions of law having
the force and effect of Standing Rules of the
Senate) governing the procedure of such com-
mittee. The rules of each such committee shall
be published in the Congressional Record not
later than March 1 of each year, except that if
any such committee is established on or after
February 1 of a year, the rules of that commit-
tee during the year of establishment shall be
published in the Coreonal Record not later
than sixty days after such establishment. An
amendment to the rules of any such committee
shall be published in the Congressional Record
not later than thirty days after the adoption of
such amendment. If the Co onal Record
is not published on the lastdy of any period
during which the rules of any such committee,
or an amendment to those rules, is required to be
published in the Congressional Record by this
section, such rules or amendment shall be pub-
lished in the first daily edition of the Congres-
sional Record published following such day.
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