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CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS OF HOUSING INDUSTRY:
PROPOSALS TO ENCOURAGE SAVINGS

S, :
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1875

U.S. SENATE,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL MARKETS

oF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE,
Washington, D.C.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:10 a.m. in room
2221, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Senator Lloyd Bentsen (chair-
man of the subcommittee) presiding. ’

Present: Senators Bentsen and Brock.

Senator BENTSEN. This morning, the Financial Markets Sub-
committee is going to open its hearings on the question of capital
requirements of the housing industry and the ability of our financial
markets to satisfy those requirements.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR LLOYD BENTSEN

During the past 4 years, housing starts in the United States have
plummeted from 2.5 million in 1972 to an annual rate of 1.26 million
at the present time. It is clear that in its present condition, the
industry is incapable of meeting a fundamentaf)need of the American
?eople—-the need for shelter. A primary reason for the dismal per-
ormance of the housing sector has been high interest rates and the
general unavailability of -capital for financing home construction.

Recurring shortages of capital for home construction have put the
industry on a stop-and-go, boom-or-bust cycle and greatly contributed
to its inefficiency. The purpose of these hearings is to explore new
ways for assuring an adequate supply of credit in the housing sector.

ecent statistics indicate that the housing recovery that had been
antic}izpated may be in jeopardy.

—Building permits, a key indicator of future building activity,
have not presented the clear upward trend that would normally
be expected during a recovery and, in fact, fell 5.5 percent in
August to an annual rate of 985,000 units.

—The interest rates on conventional home mortgages have failed
to fall substantially from their 1974 highs, and rose from early
July to early August.

—The inflow of funds’into our Nation’s thrift institutions also have
shown signs of renewed disintermediation since June. _

—The unemployment rate among construction workers remains at
an unacceptably high level of about 20 percent.

(1)
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I have introduced tax legislation, S. 666, with 16 cosponsors, to
help provide a stable source of financing for home mortgages and con-
struction loans to help alleviate these kinds of problems. By providing
a stable source of mortgage money, my proposal will hef'p ease the
cyclical nature of the housing industry. There have been seven severe
economic downturns in the housing industry since World War II,
which have resulted in substantial inefficiencies. - ‘

Under my proposal, a parent could deposit $250 annually for each
child into an educational savings plan and receive a tax credit equal to
20 percent of the amount deposited. These savings could only be used
for postsecondarv educational expenses. Thus, a family that saved
$500 for two children would receive a $100 tax credit for the year. .

‘These plans could be managed by any financial institution that placed

at least 50 percent of its assets into housing-related loans.

The Department of the Treasury estimates that as many as 15
million families would utilize these plans to save for the education of
33 million children. This would mean approximately $9 billion would
be deposited in educational savings plans annually. :

The $9 billion of annual deposits for educational savings plans pro-
vided by my legislation would not be subject to traditional market
fluctuations and would provide a steady source of financing for as
many as 300,000 new homes per year. :

The benefits from these plans would be twofold: They would make
postsecondary education more readily available to millions of young
people in this country, and they would provide a stable source of
private funds, at reasonable interest rates, for potential homeowners.

In the 10 years between 1962 and 1972, costs for tuition and room
and board at public colleges and universities increased 50 percent,
compared with an increase of only 38 percent in the Consumer Price
Index, the traditional measure of inflation. During the same period,
the costs of private higher education escalated 80 percent, or at
more than twice the inflation rate. Equally important, the costs of
vocational education programs have also increased substantially.

More and more, middle income students are being priced out of
higher education. The children of the very poor frequently qualify
for full scholarship aid. Those whose parents are very rich can afford
high tuitions. But rising costs and limited funds for student financial
aid make it increasingly difficult for those who are neither very rich
nor very poor to finance college or vocational school. They don’t
qualify for Federal student assistance and, at the same time, the
education cost squeeze keeps driving higher education further beyond
their means.

The educational savings plan I am proposing should reassure many
of these families that thev will be helped in their struggle to meet the
cost of their children’s higher education. )

In addition, these educational savings plans will help provide a
larger, better trained, and more productive work force in our Nation.
It is clear, that when the productivity of American youth is enhanced
through greater education opportunities, both the individual and the
national economy benefit. The educational savings plan should
help bring this about by channeling an increasing number of students
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into career education, developing their skills, helping lower the un-
employment rate, and in general, providing the Nation with a more
effective work force. : e

en the long-term benefits of greater educational opportunity are
considered, I am certain we will find—as we did with the veterans
education Erogra'ms——that the country stands to reap a healthy

return on this investment. . ‘
{The Committee on Finance press release follows:]

{PRESS RELBASE]

BENTSEN FINANCIAL MARKE18 SUBCOMMITTEE To EXAMINE CAPITAL REQUIRE-
MENTS OF HousiNg INDUSTRY, PrRorosaLs To ENCOURAGE SAVINGS

Senator Lloyd Bentsen (D., Tex.), Chairman, and Senator Bill Brock (R.,
Tenn.), Ranking Minority Member of the Finance Committee’s Subcommittee
on Financial Markets today announced that the Subcommittee will conduct public
heatings on the condition of the financial markets and the capital requirements of
the housing industry. ‘

The hearings will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 2, in Room 2221
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 4

“These hearings will inquire into the capital requirements of the housing
industry and the capability of our financial markets to satisfy those requirements,
Senator Bentsen said.

- “During the past four years, housing starts in the United States have plummeted
from 2.5 million (in 1972) to an annual rate of 1.2 million at the present time. It is
clear that in its Eresent. condition, the industry is inca‘pable of meeting a funda-
mental need of the American people—the need for shelter,’”’ he said. “A primary
reason for the dismal performance of the housing sector has been high interest
rates and the general unavailability of capital for financing home construction.”

““Recurring shortages of capital for home construction have put the industry on

a stop and go, boom or bust cycle and greatly contributed to its inefficiency. The

_purpose of these hearings is to exﬁlore new and innovative ways for assuring an

adequate supply of credit in the housing sector while meeting our national pri-
orities,”” Senator Bentsen said.

Senator Brock added, ‘“The housing market is one of the most vital to our
overall economy. The availability of adequate ca};\)ital should be fully explored and
f)ossible new programs investigated. It is my hope that these hearings can be
ruitful in detetmining also if government interferenceis in any way contributing
to the sporadic capital market.”

The following witnesses have been scheduled to testify before the Subcommittee
Thursdaer, October 2, 1975: Mr. J. S. “Mickeﬁ’ Norman, President, National
Association of Homebuilders, accompanied by Michael Sumichrast, Chief Econ-
omist; Prof. Roy Schotland, Georgetown University Law School; Professor
Julian H. Levi, University of Chicago, representing the American Council on
Education.

The Chairman stated that the Subcommittee would be pleased to receive
written testimony from those persons or organizations who wish to submit state-
ments for the Record. Statements submitted for inclusion in the Record should .
be typewritten, not more than 25 double spaced pages in length, and mailed with
five (5) cogies by October 30, 1975 to Michael Stern, Staff Director, Committee on
Finance, Room 2227, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.

Senator BENTSEN. We are pleased to have gou gentlemen here this
morning. Unfortunately, I am not going to be able to stay through
this morning’s hearings, because we are debating a gas regulation
bill on the floor of the Senate that is of great importance to the
Nation, and I have a major substitute piece of legislation for one
that has been before us. But I would appreciate the members of the
panel, if they would identify themselves for purposes of the record
at this time.
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STATEMENT OF J. 8. “MICKEY” NORMAN, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL
'ASSOCIATION OF HOMEBUILDERS, ACCOMPANIED BY CARL
' COAN, JR., STAFF VICE PRESIDENT AND LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL,
AND MICHAEL SUMICHRAST, STAFF VICE PRESIDENT AND
CHIEF ECONOMIST

Mr. NormaN, Thank you. _

My-name is J. S. Norman, Jr. I am a homebuilder from Houston,
Tex., and am serving this year as president of the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders, which represents some 74,000 member firms
in some 603 State and local associations throughout the country.

With me today is Mr. Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., our staff vice president
and legislative counsel, and Dr. Michael Sumichrast, staff vice
president and chief economist. ‘

Senator BENTSEN. If you will proceed, then, Mr. Norman.

Mr. NorMAN. Thank you.

I appreciate this opportunity to present to the subcommittee our
views on S. 666, which would encourage the establishment of educa-
tional savings plans in financial institutions investing at least 50
percent of their assets in residential loans. This would be accomplished
through the provision of a 20-€ercent tax credit on the first $250
invested in such accounts annually.

NAHB has long had policy in support of legislation which would

~encourage individuals ang families to place their savings in institutions
which support the residential mortgage market. The homebuilding
industry relies on such thrift institutions as the single largest source
of funds for residential mortgages.

When these institutions have had available adequate funds to meet
the mortgage needs of American home buyers, the homebuilding
industry ias prospered and the housing needs of our people have
been met. On the other hand, whén funds have been in short supply
or the stability of the funds held by thrift institutions has been
uncertain, the industry has suffered and the housing needs of the
Nation have not been met.

This has occurred when thrift institutions have experienced massive
outflows of savings, generally known as disintermediation. We have
had three periods of disintermediation during the past 10 years, with
possibly a fourth coming up at the present time. Each time housing
production has fallen sharply, with the resultant serious effects on the
national economy through large layoffs of construction workers, as
well as layoffs in the thousands of other businesses that depend on
homebuilding. Tax revenues have fallen for the Federal as well as
State and local governments, and the economy shortly thereafter has
gone into a recession. o

Having been buffeted by several of these cycles, the homebuilding
industry is convinced that it is important for the Nation’s economic
health that a stable flow of savings into thrift institutions be encour-
aged. One preeminent way of doing this is to provide a tax incentive
for the saver, especially the relatively small one. As a result, we have
endorsed over the past 6 years several proposals which would provide
an exemption from taxation for a portion of the interest earned on
accounts in thrift institutions.
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We have also supported the use of tax credits, separately or in
conjunction with such a tax exclusion. This policy was most recently
reaffirmed at our fall board of directors’ meeting just last week. I have
attached a copy of that resolution to this statement.

[The document referred to'follows:}

ArTAcHMENT ‘“A”’—NAHB REsownl%r_«’,s HonoLuLu, Hawarl, SEPTEMBER 23,

TAX INCENTIVES TO SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT IN MORTGAGES

Whereas, a steady source of funds at reasonable rates for residential mortgages
is the most important factor in providing badly needed housing which in turn
furnishes much needed employment in the construction industry and all of the
related trades and suppliers; and

Whereas, our saving institutions, the principal suppliers of mortgage funds, are
subject periodically to being crowded out of the capital markets because of com-
petition for funds from other sources; and

Whereas, NAHB has in the past called for the use of tax incentives to channel
{)uni(:s into residential mortgages and the construction of housing; now, therefore,

e

Resolved, That NAHB strongli\: reaffirms its support for tax credit and/or
exclusions for both the saver and the saving institutions that invest funds in or for
residential construction and residential mortgages.

(Approved by the board of directors.)

Mr. Norman. The concept of providing a tax incentive for savin
is sound. It would encourage more geople to become savers. It would
encourage present savers to keep their money in a savings account
rather than withdraw it for another investment which, whﬁz possibly
gﬂ'eriélg a higher interest rate, would not be entitled to the same tax

enefits.

The concept is also sound from the viewpoint of national policy.
In 1968, the Congress called for an all-out effort to produce the housing
needed to assure that every American family was afforded the oppor-
tunity to obtain a decent home. To date, we have fallen far short of
the average annual production level of 2.6 million dwelling units
deemed necessary by the Congress at that time.

One principal reason has been the lack of a stable source of funds to
finance these units. This has been due to the disintermediation suf-
fered by thrift institutions as funds have fled them for more attractive
investments offered elsewhere. Even the Federal Government has
been one of the principal causes of these outflows when it has issued
low-denomination, short-term, high-interest rate obligations, as it
is beginning to do again.

When other interest rates rise and funds begin to flow out of the
thrift institutions toward these higher rates, the thrift institutions
tend to be very cautious in their long-term mort,gage lending ac-
tivities, They are concerned that they will lose future funds and that
they will not have funds to meet future commitments. This is why it
is so crucial to establish stability in the savings that flow to thrift
institutions.

We have also felt that it might be desirable, in helping to combat
disintermediation, to provide for a variable tax incentive that would
rise when the pressures for higher interest rates in other areas are
the greatest and return to a normal level when these pressures sub-
side. Our data indicates that there is a fairly direct relationship be-

62-1210-176-2
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tween the decline of housing starts and the rise of short-term interest
rates.” These rates are the ones which most often result in disinter-
mediation in thrift institutions. Therefore, an increase in any tax in-
centive for savings which was keyed to a composite of lending short-
term rates could be expected to help further in retaining funds in
thrift institutions and, thus, in sustaining a reasonable level of housing
production.

While we do not have specific policy on S. 668, it appears that it
would be quite attractive to many potential savers, encouraging them
to place their funds in relatively long-term accounts in institutions
which are heavily invested in residential loans. It also has the ad-
vantage of serving another important national goal in that it would
encourage the putting aside of funds for educational purposes. With
the rising cost of education, the tax incentive provide(f under the bill’
should be quite attractive to many families.

We urge the subcommittee, in considering S. 666, to give it serious
consideration as one definite means of encouraging greater stability in
our thrift institutions and thereby assuring more stability in housing
production. We also urge the subcommittee, however, to look at the
many other proposals that have been made in this area and choose
that one, or combination of ones, which will best deal with the serious
cycles that have affected homebuilding over the past 10 years.

Thank you for this opportunity to appear today, and obviously
we will try and answer any questions. |

Senator BENTSEN. Thank you, Mr. Norman.

In addition, I would like to comment on the fact that I have known
Mickey Norman for meny years. I know him to be a man of great
integn‘t?' and ability, a man who has been deeply concerned with
civic affairs and has given of himself in participation in many worthy
endeavors in his community. He is a forward-looking, progressive man,

. and I am pleased to see this kind of representation from the National
- Home Builders.

This particular piece of legislation that I have introduced with some
18 cosponsors is one that has really twin objectives dealing with home-
building and education. Homebuilding is usually the first thing that
leads us into recession or out of a recession because it permeates the
entire economy because you have got the problem of supplying furni-
ture and lumber, freight, real estate, jobs. But because of the cyclical
nature of funds we have had a boom-and-bust approach to home-
building in this country and it has added to the costs because you have
not been able to have the stability in employment and work forces,
in glanning that there should be, and this inflow and outflow of money
and disintermediation of funds has complicated the problem.

On the other side, you have got the situation if you are very poor
in this country and have a very bright child, often you can get a full
scholarship for that child. If you are very rich and have a bright child,
it is no problem. But if you are in the vast group in the middle, if you
have one, two, or three children and are trying to send them to college,
it is tough. Working part time or what have you, it is very difficult to
forward that child’s college education. So we have tried with innovative
legislation to work at both of these very important objectives for this
country of ours. Stability in providing homes for young people, and
the others who might want to improve their homes, to give them an
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adequate and stable mortgage supply, to keep rates reasonable on
monthly payments, and in turn to encourage savings for the future
education of the children.

" Mr. Norman, we have been advised that the Chemical Bank of
New York has predicted that 3-month Treasury bills will keep moving
up from the 6.4 they are now to about 7 percent and by next year they
may go as high as 8 percent.

Now, that is Treasury bills we are talking about. So if you are
talking about mortg%ge money, and there is a correlation to a degree,
would it not pinch off the recovery in housing construction if we see a
further substantial escalation in rates?

Mr. NormaN. Well, the short answer to that is yes, it would; and I
would like to advise the committee that approximately 2 years ago
our chief economist, Dr. Michael Sumichrast, began to develop an
econometric model upon this very same issue and it is probably the
most advanced model in the country. We discovered an amazing thing.
While we knew that there was some type of relationship between
short-term interest rates and housing starts, we have been now able to
pretty well quantify it. When short-term interest rates such as the
90-day Treasury hills start having a yield just above the cost of
money to the thritt institutions and that condition exists for something
like 30 to 60 days, then disintermediation starts taking place within
30 ftol lGOﬁdays and then within 60 days after that housing starts begin
to fall off.

Now, that has been true of every cycle we have been through.

As to the reverse—the recovery follows the exact reverse sequence
but it takes twice as long, generally speaking.

More details on this could be provided by Dr. Sumichrast, but the
short answer is that if Treasury bills increase at the rate that has been
suggested, you can watch homebuilding take another nosedive.

enator BENTsEN. Well, the interest rates on both conventional
mortgages, FHA, VA mortgages, have risen in the last couple of
months.

Mr. NorMmaN. Yes.

Senator BENTSEN. Why do you think they are rising? What would
you ?xpect to be the average mortgage rate for the remainder of the
year

Mr. NormaN. Wel), sir, the typical mortgage rate is not going to
be under 9 percent for the rest of the year and probably is going to be
edging up closer to 9%, and therefore you arc going to see fewer and
fewer housing sales.

Senator BENTSEN. How many points involved?

Mr. NorMaN. T guess the average right now is somewhere around
3 to 4 points discount, if that was the question.

Senator BENTsSEN. That is right.

Mr. NorMaN. Yes.

Senator BENTsEN. How many housing starts do you estimate for
the balance of the year?

Mr. Norman. We projected figures back in February and March
that our actual starts in 1973 would be on the order of 1.15 million
units. That is actual starts. Now, we are going to say that we are not
%‘oing to be very far off in that prediction which we made back in

ebruary and March, and unless something very dramatic happens
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. it is probably going to be less than 1.1. Building permits have been
falling off regardless of what the start figures have %een.

Senator BENTsEN. What about multiple family starts? There has
been a substantial drop in those. What do you attribute that to?

Mr. NormaN. High interest rates. That is the only thing. As long
as the mortgage rates for multifamily units is 10 percent or more,
there will not be any multifamily housing starts to speak of, and that
is the sector of housing that has really been hurt. Single family may
have been hit, say, on the order of 30 or 35 percent. Multifamily has
been hit on the order of 60 to 80 percent, depending on what part of
the country you are from. So that is one sector of housing that really
needs some special attention. Without a recovery in multifamily
housing starts there ismot going to be any substantial improvement in-
overall housing starts.

- -Senator BENTsEN. What is the position of the unsold inventory on
houses as compared to past months?

Mr. NormAN. It is—the inventory is improving. The tax credit
provision that the Congress Frovided earlier in the year has helped
move the inventory. Some of the special mortgage assistance funds
have helped move the existing inventory. I do not%e]ieve at this time
generally speaking that there is an excessive inventory. In spot areas,
maybe In the condominium field, maybe in Florida or on the west
coast, you may find some particular markets where there is a glut
so-to-speak, but nationwide the inventory as far as numbers is
concerned is pretty well—

Senator BENTSEN. In a statement to the Senate Banking Committee
last July, the Federal Home Loan Bank Board made this statement,
and I quote.

Our own analysis leads us to stress that much of the housing problems of low-
and moderate-income families in this country really represents a symptom of
income deprivation. Housing policies need to be oriented at least as much to im-
provnniand. using more effectively the exieting housing stock as adding new units
to the housing stock.

Now, what is your response to that, to those who advocate that our
housing policy should be geared more toward preservation or improve-
ment of the existing housing stock?

Mr. NormaNn. Well, it is obviously to the Nation’s interest and the
people’s interest to preserve as much of the housing stock as they

ossibly can, and this should be done where it _is overall feasible.

inancing is just one of those problems, though. You know, you have
to deal with the whole community and all of the elements that go into
a community. The educational and recreational facilities and job
opportunities are all part of that picture, and in many cases existin
housing that is susceptible of reclamation, rehabilitation, has all o
these elements around it, but in many others doesn’t:

Our policy is to try and preserve as much of the existing housing as
possible, recognizing that it is a very complex problem.

" In relation to the income factor, the statement that you referred to
by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, about low- and moderate-
income families, there certainly is an income problem.

We recently—our Economics Department headed up by Mike here,
has also done another study in this area, and the proposition has often
been made, well, the cost of housing has, you know, risen out of pro-
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gortion to incomes; and then someone says, well, yes, it has gone up,
ut the family income has also gone up, and it has increased at a more
rapid rate than the cost of housing.

Generally we have found that those two statements are true, but we _
also discovered one other thing. While family income has increased at a
rate greater than the increase in the cost of housing, we have found that
as a result of that increased income, the aftertax income of the family
has actually risen at a slower rate than the increase in the cost of
housing. Because family incomes have increased, they have gone into

o higher income tax brackets. And they have less money left in their

pocket.

The September 1975 Economic News Notes, published by the
Economics Department of the National Association of Home Builders,
details the changing relationships between family income and housing
costs that have occurred between 1955 and 1975.

[The following material was submitted by Mr. Norman:]
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CURRENT HOUSING SITUATION

The pattern of a consistently high level of savings flow into
thrift institutions apparently was broken during the last two
weeks in August. The chanp powd new problems for a housing
recovery.’

The first faint signs of savings leaving thiift institutions began
in mid-July. This outflow, however, was ceatered largely in the
New York area among mutual savings banks. Savings and loan
sssociati had d to register substantial increases
throughout July, ending the month with a net of $2. 867’bilhon a
new record for that month. The previous July record was in 1972
when net inflows amounted to $2.159 billion,

The farge July intlow into S&Ls came on top of J\me 's record
$3.089 billion, as well as February to May record levels, In the

first part of August, inflows apparently started reasonably well;
then the situation h&%i._!hk August always is a low
savings month, it seems that this August the level of savings will
be about one-half the record 1972 level of $1.748 billion,

General tightening in the money markets—with sharply in-
creasing interest rates since Msy-apparently influenced the
dowdown, Short term rates are now at 6.5% (see chart, this
page). This level is about at the point which triggers an outflow of
funds from thrift institutions, since what S&Ls and mutuals offer
in interest rates are not competitive with other investments.

feontd. p. 2, col. 1)

10

VOLUME XX), NUMBER 9
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HOUSING STOCK

More than 10% of the housing stock in the United States was
Jess than three and one-half years ol in October 1973,

The first report on the 1973 Annual Housing Survey recently
released by the Census Bureau and the Department of Housing
and Urban Development disclosed that 8 million housing units
were added to the inventory by new construction in the three and
one haif years following the 1970housing census (sce table 1, p. 4).

Newly constructed units added to the Inventory In the early
1970s average 2.3 million 3 year, up 32% from the 1.7 milion
unit average during the 1950s. Thie large increass in new units
during the early 1970s reficcts the high rates of housing
production during those years, and will decline as Fae effects of
the current starts lump is seen in future surveys.

The housing inventory stood at 75.9 million vals in Oclober
1973, up 5.8 million units from 70.1 milion existing at the time

" of the 1970 census.

It should be noted that components of change reported in the
1973 Annual Housing Survey ate not fully comparabie to those in
the 1970 Census of Housing. The 1973 survey did rot include
data collection on units lost from the inventory through mergers,
nor on units added to the housing stock through means such ss
change of structure from nonresidential to residential use. Newly
bullt units were the only additions to the inventory accounted for

in the survey. -
Excluding both loss through mergers and nddtllons through such
means as changes from idential to resid | use, loss from

the inventory totaled 2.2 milion units during the 1970-73 period.
The average annual loss was about 620,000 units, close to what it
was during the 1960s, an indication that the rate of losses (o the
inventory may be declining.

Most long term [ of housing d d show an
increasing proportion of demand to be for replacemens of units
lost from the inventory. Thus, the absolute number of losses in
the 1970-73 period were expected (o rise significantly —especially
since 31% of housing units built in the 1960s replaced units lost
through demolition, disasters, and other means (with the excep-
tion of mergers). The 1960s ratio was up markedly from 25%in
the 19508, However, the ratio was down to 27% in the ealy
1970s. A major factor in this decline is the diop in demolitions
through Federal programs which were strong in the 1960s: Urban
Renewal, Federally Assisted Code Enforcement, Demolition
Grants, and Interstate Highway Programs. These programs have
suffered severely reduced funding in the last few years.

{comd p. 3, col. 1}

NAUH Econmic Newa Notes, Copytight Nalional Awociation o0 Home
Builders of she United States, 1975, published monthly by the National
Aancution of Home Buskders of the Untied States, 15th & M Streets
NW, Washington, . C. 20005, Reproduction In whale or in part pro-
hibsted without wrtten authorization
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The troubling money situation was re-
flected in “the latest FNMA auctions. On
August 25, 1975, yields on conventional
commitments jumped sharply 10 9.549%
from the 9.380% on August 11. They
increased again to 9.750% on September 8.

- FHA/VA yields on 8%% loans were up from

9.315 at the August 1] auction, 10 9.501 on
August 25, The FHA:VA rate had been
incregsed to 9% by the September 8 auction,
when the average yield was 9.695.

This bad money climate for housing
comes on top of a period when sates have
begun to decline, little help 1s evident from
government sources, and unceriainties per-
sist over price escalations.

11

increase. Thus, measured as » ritio of in-
comes 1o prices of new homes, gross income
increased slightly faster thax the price of
new homes.

Not counting the effect of inflatiun, 2
median income family of four has less
money to spend today than it did 20 years
ago: 81 cents out of exch dollar earned in
1975 compared to 91 cents twenty yeass

Net income, or disposable income after
payments of Federal, state, and socia) secur-
ity taxes (for 2 family of four), increased
substantially less: $3% beiween 1958 and
1965, and 85% in the 1965.75 period.
Oveqall, disposable income increased 183%
compared 1o the 217% increase in gross

Housing starts. although i ing 13.8%
in July to 1,238,000 units at a seasonally
adjusted annual rate, provide little comfort,
A large portion of this increase was in the
multifamily sector, which increased 48.3% in
July to an annual rate of 311,000 unuts from
209000 units in June. But since building
rental units is not curtently economically
viable at such high interest rates, this in-
crease cannot be expected to continue,

Single family starts, which have been
increasing since the first of the year, were up
$.5% in July to 927,000 units at a seasonally
adjusted annual rate from 879.000 units in
June. However, the single family sector now
is being threatened again by the upward turn
in interest rates.

Building permits were up 6.1% in July, to
a 1,007,000 unit rate from 949,000 units in
June, Most of this increase was in the
multifamily sector. which rose 17% to a
316,000 unit rate from 270,000 units in

June.

Little other data are of any significance
for review hore. Therefore, it might be
helpful to review the cost of new housing,
housing expense. and income over the last
two decades (see table, this page).

Put in perspective, this is the way buying
a new home changed between 1955, 1965,
and 1975,

Twenty years ago median family income
was $4.418, and it increased 50% 10 36,957
by 1965. Estimated 1975 medsan family

_income is $13.991, a jump of 101% over

1965.

In the 195565 period, the median price
of new homes sold increased 49%, from
$13.400 to $20,000. By second quarter
1975, the median price was $39,000, 2 95%
increase over 1965,

Gross median family income had a total
increase of 217% in the twenty yeat period,
and the price of new homes, a 191%

2

—

. This difference is because of much
steeper incteases in all taxes and socia)
security this family has to pay.

Of course, a family with a medsan income
of $4.418 twenty yéars ago could not fford
10 buy 2 median priced $13,400 bous. Not
can 3 medun income family today qualifly
for 3 median priced home,

Based on 3 2.031 ntio of ixome 10

thousing price, a2 family needed $6,59¢ of
annual income 20 years agu. Necemasy
income increased to $9.930 in 1963, and the
ratio of sncome o price dropped to 2.014,
In 1975, 3 family needs $21.161 of annual
income to buy a $39.000 median priced
home, and the ratio of income (o price has
dropped further to §.843,

== Duning the last 20 years. a family of four
qualifying for a median priced home has had
3 221% inctease in gross income and » 1897
increase in nel, or drsposable. income, How.
ever, these increases were offset by the
following.

HOUSING EXPENSES AND INCOME REQUIRED

TO BUY A NEWONE FAM

Ay
Median Ssles Price, New Womes Sold 13,400¢
Loan-to-Vaiut Ratlo 5.3
Mortgage Asount 10,090
Length of Mortgage 23 Yes
Interest Rate 4.87%
Monthly Mortgage Payment, Yott) 7%
Principal and Interest 60.87
Intetest (average for Ist vear) 40.%
Real Fsiate Tax u.n
Kazaru [nsurance .20
Other Monthly Housing Expense .32
Malntenance and Repair 7.40
Heat and Utilittes 16,92
Total Monthly Housing Expense 101.66
Annual Housing Fxpense, Total 1,219.92
Rortgage Payment, Jotal 428,08
Principal and Tnterest 730.48
Interest (first year) 48654
Real Estate Tax 159.24
Razard Insurance 38.40
Otker Housing Expense, Total 291.8%
Maintenance and Repalr 38,00
Heat and Utflixies 203.08
Years of Income Necded to Quality .00
Annual Income Needed to Qualify 6,597.74
facome Taxes Withheld for a
Fanily of Four, Total 800.13
Federal Income Tax 687.5%
Social Security 84,00
State Income Tax 28,54
Total Disposable lacome $,797,81
Anaus) Housing Fxpense as a Pervcent
of Disposadle lacame. .0
Percent of Faailies £ligidle to Buy 2.9
Monihly Interest Payment as &
Percent of:
Payneat to Principsl and 1nterest 66.6
Monthly Housing Expense 319.9
Median Fanily tncomwe 4,418
lncome Taxes Withheld for a
Faully of Four, Totsl 420,33
Federal Income Tax Mni.0n
Social Security 84.00
State Income Tax 9.1
Total Disposable Income 3,977.29
e-estimate

Source: NAKB Economius iNpartment. othet moubcvs availatie cpen requs 1
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*Federal taxes, up 365%

Social security, up 882%

*State taxes,up 1,233%

*Morlgage interest rates. up from 4.875%

to 9%
*Mortgage payments, up 331%
**Real estate Laxes (341%)
*%Hazard insurance (321%)

*Maintenance and repairs, 269%

*Heat and utllities, 199%-and most of

this increase in the last two years

*As a result, total monthly housing ex-

pense has increased 305%

Twenty years ago 67 cents of each dollar
of monthly payment on the actual mortgage
went 10 interest in the first year:in 1965, it
had risen 10 79 cents; and this year it was 92
cents. Putting it another way, in the first
year the morigage is held, today's family
repays only 8 cents out of each dollar paid
monthly to principal and interest, compared
10 33 cents In 1985,

Annual housing expenses increased by
303.4% in the twenty year period-from
$1,219.92 in 1955 to $4,934.76 in 1975,
Annusl housing expenses account for 43.4%
of the annual disposable income in 1975, as
compared to 3L.1% in 1965 and 30.5% in
195S.

The changes In the last ten years are
particularly disturbing. While the percentage
increase in the income of a family of four
qualifying for 3 median priced home is more
than double the rate between 195565, the
rate of incsease in soctal security payments is
three and™Bné-hall times higher for the
1965-75 period than in the previous period,
and the rate of increase in total income taxes
withheld more than tripled.

The rate of increase in total monthly
mortgage paymenis in the 1965.75 period is
more than two times that in the previous
period, and the rate for total monthly
housing expenses is over two and one-half
times higher.

Based on median family income, dispos-
able income for a family of four also
increased in the last ten years-but the rate
of increase was only about one-half the rate
of increase in mortgage payments ot total

monthly housing expenses.
¢ & =

HOUSING STOCK 1973-FROM P, 1, COL. 2
The ratio of units lost to units added
through new construction varies significantly
by geographic area. The 1atio was highest
(39.55%) in the Northeast-not surprising
since a larger number of older structures is
located there. The North Central had a
31.92% rnatio, followed by the South with

12

29.09%. The West's low (12.79%) ratio can
be attributed to the fact that its real growth
in population is a post World War Il phe-
nomenon.

Growth in the suburbs can be scen by
comparing the ratio of units lost to units
added inside and outside the central cities of
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. The
rutio was 12.88% outside central cities, and
39.03% within central cities.

Rural areas also had a high (37.53%)
share of replscements.

Home owneiship continues to be the
most desirable preference. Owner occupants
accounted for 64.4% of total occupied units
in 1973, compared to 62.9% in 1970 and
61.9% in 1960. In the first third of this
decade, the rate of increase in owner occu-
pied units was more than double that of
rentals—to some extent because of increas-
ingly popular condominium units in multi-
family structures (see table 2, p. 4).

In the 1970-73 period, one unit attached
structures (row and townhouses) reversed
their 1960s decline in popularity, and in-
cteased at annual rates of 11.7% for owner
occupied units and 18.9% for renter occu-
pied units. Their share of total occupied
stock was up from 3.0% in 1970 to 4.5%
(see table 3, p. 4).

The mobile home share of the total
housing stock has continued to grow: 1.45%
in 1960, to 3.27% in 1970, and 10 4.73% by
1973. The share of single family detached
rental units was 10.1% of total stock
1973, down from 12.2% in 1960 and 14.9%
1n 1950. This sector was the only one which
declined in absolute numbers in the 1970-73
period, dropping from 7.7 million in 1970 to
6.9 mullion units.

Households also continued to become
smaller- in the early 1970s. The median
number of persons in owner vccupied units
wis 2.8 in 1973 compared to 3.0 persons in
1970, and 3.1 in 1960. In rental units, the
median numbel of persons was 2.1 in 1973,
compared To 2.3 personsin 1970, and 2.6 in
1960 (see table 4, p. 4),

To a great extent, single persons living
alone led to this decline, accounting tor 13.9
million households in October 1973, or a
20.1% share of total households. In 1960,
7.1 “million households were headed by
single persons living alone, 3 13.3% share of
the total. In the 13 year period 1960-73,
single person households grew sharply for
several reasons,

Real income gains, coupled with post
World War 1l baby boom children now in
prime household formation age groups, and

SEPTEMBER 1975

an increasing number of elderly persons have
all contributed to this growth, Single person
households are increasing in both owner and
rental sectors. They constituted a 13.9%
share of total owner occupied units in 1973,
compared to 11.9% in 1970, and 8.8% in
1960. The single person household share in
share of total rental units was 31.3% in
1973, up from 20.7% in 1900, and 27.1%
n 1970.

The median value of owner occupied
units was $24,000 in October 1973, up
S7T.0uU ur $0.4%, from the $17,100 of April
1970. This change represents an average
annual increase of 10.3%-nearly triple the
3.7% annual rate of increase in the 1960s,
when the median value rose to $17,100 in
1970 from $11.9001n 1960 (see table 5. p. 4).

Median gross rent did not tis~ as fast as
the median value of owner occupied units.
Median gross rent had a 6.1% average annual
increase in the 1970-73 period, compared to
4.3% in the 1960s, when gross rents rose
faster than the value of homes.

In the first part of this decade, increases
in value and rents exceeded the rate of
increase in incomes of both ownmers and
renters—reversing the 1960s trend when real
incomes rose faster than housing costs (see
table). Rates of increase in value and rent
also exceeded the rate of increase in the
consumer price index which averaged 5.5%
for the April 1970 to October 1973 period.
This CPl increase nearly doubled its 2.7%
average annual increase in the 1960s.

Data from the 1974 annual housing sut-
vey, which should be released in the next
few months, are expected to reinforce the
trends in the first survey.

The two jnost significant trends probably
will be that Yosses to the inventory have
continued to decline, and that the
differential between price and rent increases
has widened.

HOUSEHOLDS OWNING SECOND HOMES IN THE
UNITED STATES, 1970, 1973
{in Thousands of Units)

Percent
1920 1973 Ohange_
Total Houseliolds 63,405 £9,33) 9.
Owned Second Homes 2,890 3,011 4.2%
Percent of Totel 4.6 [P} -
Sa‘urcc: Table 2, p. 4.
3
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1. NET CHANGES I HOUSING STOCK
(in Thoussnds

' of Unitz)
Aver.
%o amo 1m
All Bousiag Usits
Prasest Paried 58,468 70,207 73,969
All Wousing Units
Previeus Pertod 45,137 38,325 70,138
Increase
Uaits 12,931 11,882 S0 1,233 1,188 1,666
Parcent 26.7 204 8.3 2.7 2.0 2.4
Onits Added, Total 16,861 18,598 ‘1 1.686 186 -
Convarsions 807 3 A a1 62 -—
New Comstruction 15,003 17,240 8,000, 1,300 1,724 2,286
Other Sources 1,050 743 L 105 74 -~
Daits Lost, Total 4,530 6,716 2,169, 453 672 620
Marger 815 s sl 37 ., —
Demoltcion 1,99 3,797 838 19) 380 2
Ochar Nems 1,763 2,46 1,30 178 235 380

1. -eo-:u-—h-ntn-&ltuo@mmw-lum sources.
2. To count wes made on wits lost through margers.
3. This figurs vepresents uoits loat through demolitions aad disester.
1a 1960 mnd 1970 watts lost through disaster are tncluded in the
"other mmans™ category.
Sourcet Buresu of the Census, U.S. Department of Commercs, (1) 1960

Census of In.l!‘? United States asd Regions, Compoments of laventory Petcont ?_-ﬁ
Chenge, Part 1A; 1970 Cansus_of Hous! ts of lwvent 1960 1970 197; X 19 3

N 970 s iag, Compoments of luventory
wﬂr_ﬁ;}’l‘l"— WC(4)-1; Qurrwat Nousing Beporcs toeal i
Aemue] Touetag Sorvey: 191, e o Scarss ok fegicas, Cenersl Novatng L e esce HON LU @7 BT X 08
vacteristice, Part A, sarias L : data compilatice ] yols - ho1d
By BARD Kconowdca Depertmmat. Perceat of Total ‘5;:: 51;:?: 55;:?: lt‘ ::0 12:‘
Oas Persom Nouseholds 7,073 11,151 13,909 57.6 n.7 %.6
Parcest of Total 13.3 17.6 20.1 - - —
Owvasr Occupied 32,797 39,686 44,633 0.6 12.0 36.1
Two or More Petec
Nouweholde 29,911 335,124 38,460 17.4 9.5 8.6
Percent of Total 1.2 681 861 -— -— —
Ons Person Nowseholds 2,886 4,763 6,193 63.0 3.0 114.6
R Percest Percent of Total 8.8 11.9 13.9 -— -— -_—
1960 1970 1973 1 0 X 3 X Raster Occupied 20,227 23,560 24,684 16.3 4.8 22.0
ALl Roustng Units s 38,326 8,612 73,9 17T 106X 0.2 Two or Kore Fersen
Vacant~—Seasonal and Households 16,038 17,170 16,%3 1.1 3.2 5.8
nigracory LMz N 616 1 -0 62 Parcest of Total RerH ReH B 3 ma w2
All Year-Ecund Umite 6,584 67,699 73,293 19.6 1.2 3.1 #X 4 4 * * -
Occupied Units 53,024 63,443 69,337 19.7 9.3 30.8
Owaar Occupied 32,797 39,806 44,653 1.6 12.0 3%.1
Percent of Total .9 629 &AL - -— -
Renter Occupied 20,227 23,560 24,684 16.5 4.8 12.0
Percent of Total 3.1 3.1 356 - - - RS STt =
Vacast Year-Round Unite 3,50 4,25 5,956 19.5 40.0 67.3
Parceat of Total 63 63 19 = = - 8 MEDIAN mmmowmummm!mwwww uNIT. AN
Por Sale Ouly 522 500 302 4.0 0.2 -3.8 (in Thousens of Unin)
Romsowner Vacency Rate 1.6 1.2 1.1 —_ -_ -—
Tor Rest 1,453 1,666 1,543 147 -7.3 6.3 . ' Total Averags Asmeal
Ramtal Vacaacy Rate 6.7 [ X 5.8 e, - -— . . i% ﬁ_ﬁ
Ranted or Sold, %ot . ted _1se0_ 1970 _ 1973 T1966-70 Q91D e
Occupied 235 b g wm 46.8 16 213.6 Ownar Occup!
(IS eaiUes 22 WE 1M 29 3 WS Wedtan Value S11,9%0 $I7,100 324,100 43.7%  40% .61 10.%%
Other Vacant 1,068 7% 1,893 =30.3 154.4 77.2 Wadien Tocome 5,900 10,400 11,500  76.3 10.6 .83 ( 2.0
Source: Bureas of the Census, U.S. Departaent of Comserce, (1) 1960 Cenous of Reater Occwpied ]
Woustag, Ststes and Sasll Aress, United States Symmary, Volums T, Part 1o [£) Medien Gross Reat § 71 § 108 § 133 s2ax var (e ean
1970 Cenmus of Housing, Wetropolices Woust: Charscteristics, Usited States and Nedisa Iacome 4,100 6,400 7,200 56.1 12.% 4,55 3.42
Regions, KC(D)-1; () Curcent oﬁ », Annuai Housing 3 : 1% #1970-73 Average Ansval Percent Changes are based om date from April 1, 1970 and
Uaited_States sod Regions, 1 Roveing Cheracterfstice, Part A, saries W-130- October, 1973.
738; deca cowpilatics and smalysis WA Tcomomics Department. Sourcs: Ses Table 2.
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Senator BENTsEN. Mr. Norman, we have with us this morning
a Senator on this committee who has shared with me a great concern
about capital formation for small business, for housing, and I defer

im-now for such questions as he might have. ‘

Senator Brock. I thank you. '

Mr. Norman, I have been interested in hgusing, as you know, for a
long time. I served on the House Banking Committee for 8 years. I
was on the Senate Banking Committee for four. And I must admit to
an enormous amount of frustration. We have tried almost everything
we know how to try to be helpful, and we have failed. We have not
done an adequate job of developing housing for the average family

in _this country.

I recognize and accept your statement that interest costs are a
major if not the most important factor in housing, but there are other
factors; the cost of housing has gone up, new housing, at an incredible
rate, and if you take aftertax net income, it is true that personal
income has not risen at the same rate as housing costs and that means
that, relatively speaking, the gap is widening, that less people are
able to afford a home. ever-increasing segment of our population,
to wit, a good percent of our middle-income and all of our low-income
Eeople are unable to afford decent shelter, and that is a tragedy. You

ave got to compound that with land prices which perhaps have
gone up even faster than anything else, particularly in areas such as
our own.

I wish I had a good answer. I do think that one of the greatest
failings of this Government of ours has been in the area of the existing
housing starts. Just to draw an analogﬁ, we are seriously considering
chanﬁing the tax structure relating to the recycling of paper products.

Why? Because under the existing tax law, it is not profitable to
recycle. It is more profitable to use existing raw timber, the forests.

. We have a finite limit to that, and it is not going to be too long before

this country is very short of paper products, wood products, and that
is causing problems for housing, too, as you well know.

But if we would recycle 35 percent instead of 20 percent of our
paper products, we could take the pressure off of wood products
which in turn hopefully would be of assistance to the building materials
industry, and you can’t recycle timber in a house. You can recycle a
newspaper.

Mr. NorMaN. I might just interject that most building codes, and
in particular the Federal Housing Administration minimum property
standards, won’t let us use used lumber.

Senator Brock. That is right. And it is also interesting, as you
probably are aware, the property standards published by HUD do
not include any solar devices either, so we are making it more difficult
for any innovation here, and I hope we will have some changes in
that E:trticular policy. '

I think you know I have had an interest, as Senator Bentsen has,
in motivating additional capital formation. This bill reflects one effort
to do that. There are others. I don’t know really which is the best.

~—-——-The appeal of Senator Bentsen’s bill is that it does carry with it an

educational impact as well as on housing, savings, and capital forma-
tion. But my question to you really is whether or not you think that
relieving the earnings on $250 per year is adequate. I know Senator
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Bentsen is a realist, and we are not- going to get much more than that
to start with, but fet us just talk about what we would like to have
rather than what is possible at the moment.

- If you reallﬁ' want to enhance capital formation, why shouldn’t we
give people who place their savings in a financial institution the same
opportunity that we give to holders of stock? There is a $100 dividend
exclusion. What about a $100 interest exclusion for savings in fiduciary
institutions, long-term savings?

Wouldn’t that be equitable? Wouldn’t it treat both parties the same
way, and wouldn’t it afford a really significant increase in the deposit
accounts?

Mr. NormaN. Well, the answer obviously is yes, that it would, and
certainly we would encourage it. You will recall in the last session of
Congress there were several proposals moving through the various
committees which I thought would be the greatest incentive for
saving. And that was the first $750 or the $1,000 of interest earned
on savings accounts would be tax exempt or work out some tax credit
formula on that. I personally would like to see a tax credit provision.
Lower income families get a little better benefit than high-income
families do with the tax credit. So that is our position.

As far as this particular bill, S. 666, is concerned, it is a step in the
ri%ht direction, and we, too, think we are pragmatic about what pos-
sibly can be accomplished. It is moving in the right direction, and 1
don’t think anybody would be kidding themselves if they understood
this as not being the answer, the final answer, to the housing capital
needs of the countr%‘., N

Senator Brock. Well, we are not going to come up with one final
answer.

Mr. NormaN. I know. It is going to take many.

Senator Brock. I don’t think any of us are.

Mr. NormaN. Right.

Senator BENTSEN. I might say, Senator Brock, that Treasury esti-
mates of that, estimates that as many as 15 million families would
take ‘advantage of this, and it would provide for the education of as
many as 33 million children and as much as $9 billion in savings a
ﬁear if those estimates are valid. And I %uite agree with you, Senator

rock, that I would like to see it more, but frankly, I think that this
is as much at this stage as we could probably get.

Senator BRock. We have both been on the committee long enough
to know that there are differences between what we can do and what
we would like to do.

Mr. Coan. Senator, can I bring out one comment? Mr. Norman
and 1 discussed last night as we were reviewing his testimony some-
thing that concerns me.

I lgmve two children in college, one more goin§ next year, and I said
the bill wouldn’t help me. Yet that is where all my savings are going
now, to meet that tuition bill that comes up every quarter or every
semester. ;

I just throw that out as something at present that struck me as an
individual who would personally like to see something enacted, and
who has two other children, headed for college later.

Senator Brock. I don’t think this bill reflects a response to that but
you know we have been trying at least for 10 years in the Congress,
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some of us, at least, to provide a tax credit for the education of chil-
dren, period. We had a proposal that failed by one vote in the Senate
to five up to a $375 tax credit. That is quite different from the tax
deduction. That is equivalent to a rather sizable deduction for educa-
tion. And our problem again is one of revenues. You know, we always
keeﬁ) coming back to the bottom line and that is our difficulty.

ack to the question of interest rates, Mr. Norman. I think you
would have to accept the fact that when we have a $70 or $80 billion
deficit it has an adverse effect on interest rates.

Mr. NorMAN. Yes. We understand that. , :
Senator Brock. Perhaps you could show us where we could make
some cuts and resolve that problem. I have been unsuccessful in my

endeavors. _

Mr. NorMaN. Well, I am a builder and I am also an attorney and
I am also an engineer, but one thing I am not is an economist. So I
really—while I have some strong viewpoints on that, I am afraid it
might take the rest of the day to explain them.

enator BrRock. 1 obviously don’t want to put you into a box.

Mr. Norwman. 1 know.

Senator Brock. You know my prejudices. I will assume yours.

Mr. NorMAN. Ri%ht. .

Senator Brock. The fact is that when we are trying to refinance
the magnitude of debt we have in Washington at this particular point
in time, short-term interest rates are going to go up if the economy is
in other than totally desperate circumstances because we are com-
peting for the same dollars that you are.

Mr. NorMaN. I understand, Senator Brock, and we are going to
pay. As Bill Simon says, you know, the Treasury goes to the front of -
the line when we borrow money. And that is exactly what is happening.
I am afraid that we are going to put housing back into the gox next
year. - .

Senator BENTSEN. If you will excuse me, that means that that
lﬁgisl]gtion is coming up and I have to go. If you will preside, Senator
rock.

Mr. NorMaN. Thank you, Senator.

Without getting too far out into the blue sky, we recognize the
deficit groposit,ion. We obviously- reco%ize the Federal Government
has to finance its debt and all of that. But if housing can get moving
again, it can help cut that deficit.

Senator BrRock [Eresidin%. That is right.

Mr. NormaN. That has béen our contention for more than 2 years
that we have been in the recession that the housing industry has
been in. There is nething any more inflationary than 500,000 unem-
ployed construction workers. That is construction workers. You go
out to the building materials manufacturing plants—well, you just
pull out any of them you want to and you talk to them about what
their unemployment record is in their plant and it has that whole
ripgling effect through the economy.

ur contention is get housing moving, and how do you do it? We
want housing to be built and financed through the private sector as
much as we can and the only way that that can be done is for the
Government not to put obstacles in front of the private sector, but
rather provide incentives for the private sector so as to accomplish
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that goal of getting housing moving. And this bill is one of the incen-
tives that you are placing in front of the private sector, for savings, to
encourage that capital formation. We applaud the effort and we know
it is not the final answer. You do. Everybody does. But it is moving in
the right direction and this is the type of policy that the Government
has to follow. :

I have very little patience with the Treasury’s position, that, well, it
is a tax credit and therefore it is going to cost so much money. When
you total up the final line as was observed just a moment ago, the cost
of unemployment, the cost of unused plant capacity in this country,
the loss of resources, you know, it is just staggering.

In my opinion and in the opinion of our economists they more than
offset one another. Whatever incentives you place in front of housing.

Senator BrRock. You don’t have your own savings and loan but you
have to deal with those people and know how they operate. It is your
impression—I sort of gathered from something you said in your state-
ment—I don’t remember where it was but something that indicated
part of the problem is that when the markets are as guid as they are
and as variable as they are, that the instability itself creates a dis-
incentive to make loans. That is a fair statement. :

Mr. NorMaN. Yes.

Senator Brock. I think that is almost a market assumption that
you make.

If we were allowed to have some form of variable rate mortgages,
would that be helpful?

Mr. NorwmaN. ?I‘he'variable rate mortgage obviously is a very con-
troversial subject and whether you are for or against 1t separates you
into the class of lender or borrower. In general the borrower is not
much in favor of the variable rate. In general the lenders are.

Every study that we have seen on the subject of variable rate mort-
gage, and I guess we have seen at least a dozen of them and we have
read much on it, indicates that the variable rate mortgage is really to
the advantage of the lender, the thrift institution. It increases their
yield, period. .

One of the propositions often made by the thrift institutions is that
with the variable rate mortgage we woulg be able to have more funds for
lending to housing because we would be able to pay the saver a higher
dividend, you know, on their savings. But no study that I have seen
ever ties tKat back and says, well, if the mort%age interest rates go uF
to a certain level, then the dividend that will be paid to the saver will
also go up. They don’t tie that to a little index. .

Now, if that could be accomplished, you would do two things there.
You would increase the yield in general to the thrift institution. At the
same time you would increase the yield to the saver, another incentive
for saving, you see. But unfortunately none of the studies have really
recommended establishing an indicator on the dividend to be paid the
saver. They have béen worried about what interest rate was going to

“be §;aid, the interest rate on the mortgage.

shator BRock. Well, I think the premise was that there are lit,qra.llly
billions of dollars in pension trusts, and so forth, that are not available
to housing because it is not a good investment. If you start off lendin
at 6 percent and your rate goes to 12, you have made a poor choice. It
is a good buy for the borrower. But it is not a good buy for the lender.
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Mr. NorMan. Well, I am not a trust fund manager but I do know
something about residential mortgages. I do know something about
the yield on mortgages, And I would challenge any trust fund—any
pension trust fund manager in the country to match his record in
equities, in stocks and bonds over, say, a 10-year period with mort-
gages, the return he could have made if it had been invested in long-
term mortgages. His record blows him out of the water every time.
Even the thrift institutions, you know, which are in mortgagés have a

better record than the pension funds do. And the pension funds,

bringing them up, you know, théy have done nothing, done nothing, in
residential mortgages, you know. They have invested only something
on the order of 2 or 3 percent of their assets in residential mortages.

Senator Brock. But the question is why? If there were all that re-
turn there, why don’t they put their money into it? They haven’t.
They won’t. And the answer 1s from them, at least, whether it is valid
or not, that they would not accept your statement. They do not agree
that they can get an adequate return, that they are disadvantaged in a
loan circumstance when inflation is taking 10, 12 percent of their value
every year.

r. NorMAN. I understand that, but I would also suggest that the
pension fund managers are commercial bankers, not mortgage bank-
ers, and in all due respect to them, commercial bankers just don’t
know too much about mortgages.

Now, we have heard that they——

Senator Brock. They know a lot about money.

Mr. NormaN. Oh, they know about money. Short-term money.
But_the point is we have heard the objections, well, they don’t like
the servicing that is involved in it, and a few other things like that, so
we have assisted and the Congress has permitted and many organiza-
tions have put together things such as GNMA. FNMA is trying to
develop something along this line. The thrift institutions are doing the
same thing, for instance, the $50 million issue just sold in California
this past week. These are all things that are available to the pension
funds and the life insurance companies. By clipping the coupons, so to
speak, they don’t have to worry about the servminf. Usually they
have more security than what their investments provide.

And so we are trying to—the industry is tryinito overcome the so-
called objections that some of the pension funds have.

Senator Brock. But you are dealing with the perif)heral objections.
You know, servicing is really not a major objection. I don’t think that
is a valid argument on their part. I don’t believe you do either. That
is a little problem that if they really wanted to get into it, they could
get into it.

Mr. NormaN. I am trying to answer their objections.

Mr. Coan. Senator, I don’t have the full figures with me but I do
know it is a fact and I can supply the figures to the committee for the
record, that the assets of private pension funds declined substantially
from 1972 to 1973 to 1974, the total value of their assets.

Senator Brock. Sure they did.

“ Mr. Coan. At the same time while they were taking funds in. Now,
it-is our feeling that, if they had been invested in mortgages, this
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asset decline would not have octurred. In effect, there would have
been a substantial growth in the assets of the pension funds. As I say,
I was looking through this file which I have on another matter and
all T have is 1 year’s figures, but we can supply them for the record if
you desire. ‘ S
Set, out below is a copy of a statement submitted in May 1975 to
the House Subcommittee on Labor Standards detailing the investment
atterns of pension fund assets for the years 1969 through 1974. It
illustrates the point that the heavy investment by pension funds in
corporate equities has 1esulted in recent years in an actual decline in
the total value of their assets. . ‘ :
[The following material was submitted by Mr. Coan ]

STATEMENT ON THE INVESTMENT OF PENSION FUNDS IN REBIDENTIAL:
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGES

During the last ten years the assets of this nation’s pension funds have more
than doubled and are now at a level almost equal to the total assets of the savings
and loans. Pension funds for the small saver have to a great extent replaced the
traditional savings account which the smaller saver used for retirement and

rotection in his later I\‘rear:s. Thus, thrift institutions, who by law and custom

ave put the great bulk of their funds into residential mortgages are no longer
receiving the same proportion of the savings of the people who at the same time
look to these institutions for a mortgage loan when they buy a home.

Pension funds, however, since the early '60s have taken an investment course
awaﬁ from residential mortgages and into corporate equities. It is the opinion of
NAHB that the very heavy investment of pension fund assets in corporate securi-
ties is not in the best interests of the beneficiaries of the pension funds, nor does
it serve the social purposes for which the pension funds were created. Evidence
of this is borne out each time Wall Street takes a turn for the worse and the stock
market falls. Neither corporate equities nor corporate bonds grovide the protection
of principle that residential mortgages provide. However, the investment of pen-
sion fund assets into these corporate issues continues to increase.

Attached are three tables detailing the investment patterns of pension fund
assets for the years 1969 through 1974. The tables detail in both amount and
percenta%es the distribution of pension fund investment for private non-insured
pension funds, state and local government employee funds and a total of the
private and government employee funds. You will note the drastic reduction in
mortgage investment by the private pension funds from 4.129%, in 1869 to 2.039,
in 1974. Equally significant is the reduction of state and local government em-
ployee fund mortgage investment fiom 11.55% to 7.55% for the same period
while the increase in total assets was over 809,. The investment of these funds
in corporate shares is almost four times the 1969 level.

It is the belief of NAHB that the reduction in private pension fund assets during
the past two yeare is a direct result of the losses these funds have suffered in the
equity market.

A number of residential mortgage investments yielding higher overall returns
than corporate equities are and have been available for pension-fund investment.

Examples are the Government National Mortgage Association’s Mortgage-
Backed Pass Through Secutities and the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Cor-
poration’s Guaranteed Mortgage Certificates. These instruments are guaranteed
to return both principle and interest, are freely traded in the open market and
represent funds for housing in America.

NAHB believes the pension funds, which enjoy a very favorable tax position
should own up to their social responsibilities to both the pension fund beneﬁciar’y
by protecting his assets, and to the nation as a whole as a repository of the people’s
savings. It is for these reasons that we have urged that pension funds be required
to invest a percentage of their assets in residential mortgages. One way this can
be accomplished is by conditioning their continued eligibility for favored Federal
tax treatment on such investment.
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ASSETS OF PRIVATE NONINSURED PENSION FUNDS, 1969-74 1

Demand ‘

deposits ‘ us.  Miscel-

Totsl and  Corporate Government Corporate Residential n::?s

Year assets currency shares  socurities nds mortgages [

Millions of dollars: 360 L6220 . 6LA0 2,79 20,610 4,220

57 SReeooi (/- I - S+ v S B 14 S 4 (- B

LY | 130, 470 1,640 » 600 2,730 29,010 3,660 4,830

L Bele  rhe WA d® OBW R 1%

S 7 SO 6,620 42900 63,300 5,53 35,030 223?3 6, 100

Percent distribution .

969 ............. 100 1.58 59.98 2.73 26.97 .12 . 4.6}

970. .ol 100 1.63 60.65 2.74 26.82 3.77 4.39

- 100 1.26 67.91 2.09 22.23 2.81 3.70

1/ 2O 100 1.19 73.55 2.35 17.9 1.74 318

L7 £ I 100 1.73 66.94 3.25 22.44 1.76 3.88

LY ) SO 100 3.68 54.28 L7 30.04 2.03 5.23

1 Corporate shares reflect market value, sll other categories reflect book vatue,

Source: Securities and Exchange Commission, “'Statistical Bulletin,' April 1975; dasta compilation and amlym.by

NAHB Economics Department.

ASSETS OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT FUNDS, 1969-741

Demand
deposits U.S. Gov- Miscel-
Total snd  Corporate ernment  Corporate Residential laneous
Year assels  currency shares sacurities bonds mortgages assels
Millions of dollars: '
969... 51, 824 479 5,877 7,003 30, 150 5,984 2,331
970.. 089 601 8,014 6,698 33,935 6, 809 2,032
971.. 374 700 11,199 5,143 38,120 7,085 2,127
972....eeccaaae 72,232 19 14, 661 4,530 43,445 6,764 2,033
973..cieaaeaaas 1, 647 967 18, 583 4,643 49, 381 6,658 1,415
7 [ X 3, 900 900 22,100 5, 200 57, 800 7,000 900
Percent distribution:
1969.. 100 .92 11,34 13.51 58.18 11,55 4.50
970.. 100 1.03 13.80 11.53 58.42 11.72 3.33
971.. 100 1.09 17. 40 1.9 59, 22 11.00 3.
972, . 100 1.1 20.30 6.27 60.15 9,36 2.81
L7 100 1.18 22,76 5.69 60.48 8.15 1.73
M.....eeennne- 100 .96 23.54 5.45 61.55 7.45 .9

1 Corporate Shares reflect market vaiue, all other categories reflect book vatue.

1 Preliminary.

Source: Federal Reserve Board (1) “'Flow of Funds Accounts 1965-73," September 1974, p. 33, (2) unpublished data
or 1974; data compllation and analysis by NAHB Economics Department.

TOTAL ASSETS OF PRIVATE NONINSURED PENSION FUNDS AND STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE
- RETIREMENT FUNDS, 1969-741

Demand us. Resi- Miscel-

Total deposits  Corporate Goverament Corporate dential {aneous
Year assets and currehcy shares  securities bonds mortgages assels
2,099 67,217 9,793 57,760 10, 204 -7, 051

2,401 75114 9,728 63,605 10,979 6, 892

2,340 99,7 7,873 67,130 10, 745 6, 957

2,659 129, 961 8, 220 71,655 9, 494 7,013

3 109, 083 9, 043 971 9,038 6, 655

51 85, 400 10,730 92,830 9,370 7, 000

1.36 43.63 6.35 37.46 6.62 4,57

1.42 44, 52 577 37.70 6.51 4,08

1.20 51.22 4,04 34.45 5.51 3.57

1. 16 56.75 3.59 3%.29 4.15 3.06

1.52 50.31 417 36.76 4.17 3.07

2.46 40,57 5.10 44,10 4.45 3.32

1 Corporate Shares reflect market value, all other categories reflect book value.

8 Preliminary.

Source: Federal Reserve Board (1)
1974; Securities and Exchange Commission,

Economics Department.

Statistical Bul

letin, April’ 1975; data compi

*
“F f Fi ts, 1965-73,'" September 1974, p. 35, (2) unpublished data for
o o e et Bt i&ion Sn?i aﬁalysls by NAHD
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Mr. NormaN. Might I add one thing, Senator. I have made a -
number of statemen{é that seem to cast me in the position of bein,
negative as far as the pension funds are concerned and on the yielﬁ
question. As far back as 1969, we, our association, developed a pro-
gram, studies, gt cetera, to try and attempt to sell mortgage-backed
securities and/the like, to pension funds. We weren’t very successful.
But just thig/year we have renewed this effort with new ideas and the
like. Before/the year is out we expect to have a very effective presenta-
tion put together to again appeal to the pension fund managers on
the very issues you are talking about—yield. When I speak about
the yield on mortgages, mortgage investment yields have been better
than equities, particularly over the past 10 years, I say that with

-some authority. Here is my authority, Dr. Sumichrast, our chief

economist. And there are other sources, because we believe that the
actual facts will demonstrate that the statements that I have alluded
to are true.

I would also like to advise the subcommittee that we are not content
with just sitting around and wringing our hands and talking to the
Congress and, you know, appealing to the Government. On July 9 I
called for a meeting of the private sector that does the financing of
housing. The American Bankers Association were rgﬂgesented. he
two savmgs and loan groups, the mutual savings banks, the realtors
and the builders. And we—and the morttgaﬁe bankers. We also
included the AFL~CIO, top people in each of those organizations.

One simple premise. The average American family cannot acquire
a decent home today. They represent the private sector. It seems
reasonable that if we wanted to preserve the private delivery system
of housing that we have in this country, it is incumbant upon us to
come forward with a financing system that will permit at least a
majority of the American families to acquire a home of their own
through the private sector. .

July 9 I think was a very historic day. And so we laid that objective
in front of those institutions, those associations, and said—and they
agreed to accept that challenge—and we said, we don’t have time
to go out and hire 50 consultants to go through the studies. You
have been telling us—I am talking to the associations now—that
you have great staffs, that you have the real pros, guys like Dr. Sumi-
chrast. You come up with a system. And so the chief executive officers
of those associations have agreed to meet as a task force and to meet
at least monthly until they have solved this problem, come up with a
system. And I am hoping that by January they will have a system
developed that we can lay before the American people.

It is the first time that all of these diverse elements, lenders and
borrowers, conflicting interests, management and labor, have gotten
toFether and tried to accept this ¢ Ee of challenge and are trying to
solve the problem themselves, and I am very pleased to report this
to you. I am looking forward to great things in that regard.

enator Brock. Well, I wish I had been a fly on the wall because I
would like to hear the comments of those people. I have talked to
most of them individually and there is not one of them that doesn’t
share my conviction, and I know yours, that that is one of the most
important objectives we have as a nation, to provide adequate shelter
to the people of this country. We are not doing anything like an
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i ddequate job today and whether it is the fault of the Federal: Govefn~

ment or other particular institutional group, I am not prepared to
say. I just know that we have failed and it is time to get off this dead

-end frack and start doing something more constructive. There is

pothing more important.to our free society than the feeling of partici-
pation: that comes from homeownership. It is important psychologi-
cally, it is important socially, it is important economically. Every
advantage lies at this door and we are not taking the opportunity and
running with it. L o

So I would like to be of help. I do think that one of the fundamental
answers we have to arrive at as a society is how to encourage greater
savings. We are not doing anything like a good job in that particular
area and until we do, housing will not be able to compete with the
more exotic areas of opportunities for investment.

Mr. NormaN. Might I address that issue? I have heard that state-
ment, you know, that housing just cannot compete with more exotic
investments, and all of that, and I will say under the present rules
that is true. '

Senator Brock. That is what I am talking about.

Mr. NormaN. Under the present rules that is true.

Senator BrRock. But our rules are set in a way so as to disadvantage
housin%and that is the point I am getting at.

Mr. NorMaAN. And we want to change those rules.

Senator Brock. All right. I will help.

You wanted to say somethin%? '

Dr. SumicHrasT. Yes. I would like to comment on Senator Bent-
sen’s bill, if I may. Essentially we have two types of savings. One is
the voluntary savings amd the others are forced savings. The voluntary
savings are typically associated with time deposits. They trickle into
the savings institutions, commercial banks, and the like. The others
are in a very broad category, the pension funds and retirement funds,
and the like, life insurance companies. )

A look over the history of these funds presents a fairly dismal picture
in terms of their investment of assets into mortgages. I could never
understand the policy of pension funds in the United States, because
when you look over other countries in the world, you see the picture as
being entirely different. The contribution of the forced savings seg-
ment of the economy, as a general rule in the Western democracies, has
been much higher into housing investments. In the order of 40 to 60
%Srcent of the assets are directly or indirectly invested in mortgages.

e have only about 4 percent. A fundamental problem, a difference
between some of the~European countries and the United States, has
been that the pension fund philosophy is different. In these countries
the pension fund money is looked upon as the worker’s money and as
such provides a high visibility by being put into housing. It is a com-
munity, a factory, which provides housing for its own people or for its
own community. It is not the money which goes from Detroit to
New York. It is the money which stays pretty much in a community
and it is a social goal as well as an economic goal.

We have not done that in the United States. We have no such goal
or such understanding of the function of pension funds and as a result,
as Mr. Norman said, the book value really dropped very sharply-
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ecause their total investment is 80 to 85 percent in the securities
market rather than in housing. e e

~Now, we have done some—we have made some progress and, as
Mr. Norman suggested, this has been directly traceable to GNMA"
mortgage-backed securities. This is a very exciting tool when you look
over the numbers. I don’t know whether you are familar with
them, but they are really encouraging. When you take out the drudgery
of the servicing and you take the small denomination out of the picture,
a pension fund will put money into mortgages. As of July 31, 1971,
out of $70.9 billion in GNMA mortgage-backed securities, the pension
funds and retirement funds directly or indirectly do have close to 20
percent of the total $70.9 billion.

So we have done something, but obviously this is not enough. What
we 1eally need is a moderate shift of the assets of the pension funds and
retirement funds into mortgages. This would be very helpful in assum-
ing a stable supply of mortgage funds. - - '

e ard not really talking, Senator, about large changes in the total
portfolio. We are talkinf about moderate changes in portfolio which
would be terribly helpful to us. '

Senator Brock. Well, we have some other witnesses who have to go
on. May I ask, Mr. Norman, if you will submit for the record the report
you mentioned earlier. And I ‘think you mentioned one as well that
was different. .

Mr. Coan. Yes. . !

Senator Brock. If you will just submit those, we would like to
have them as part of the record.!

Mr. NormaN. Thank you very much. They will be submitted.

Senator BrRock. Thank you so much.

Professor Schotland is next. . ~

STATEMENT OF PRCF. ROY A. SCHOTLAND, PROFESSOR OF LAW,
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mr. ScHorLAND. Thank you, Senator. I am sorry I was not able to
be here to hear all of Mr. Norman’s testimony but I was late for a
ﬁurpose I believe he’d applaud. I was closing on the purchase of a

ouse. In light of that he may forgive some of the disagreements with
his statement that I will express.

Senator Brock. I thought there might be some. I appreciate your
being here today. We have met before and I have great respect for
you and look forward to your testimony.

Mr. ScHoTLAND. You are very kind, Senator.

I have to perhaps in disagreeing with him wra mfyself in the points
you were making. It is quite astonishing that all of the institutional
investment managers, and we are really talking about virtually all,
would overlook what are alleged to be the facts which differentiate

_ mortgage investment from equity and other forms of investment. I

just can’t accept the facts and I certainly can’t acce})t statements like
“look at 10 years.” It depends on which 10 years. If you look at any-
thing up to December 1974 you have one picture. If you look at up to
June 1975 you have like a 30-percent rise in a great many of the equity

oriented vehicles. :

1 The material referred to appears on pp. 10 and 19.
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I am not saying that we don’t have unfortunate fads, foolishness
and other things among institutional investment managers, but if
they had been uf'mﬁ mortgages in the days when rates were much
{{okwer than recently, I hate to think what those portfolios would be -

6 NOw. ‘ :

Senator Brock. They wouldn’t have much of a portfolio.

Mr. ScroTLAND. I am afraid not. Indeed we had experience back
in the 1950’s before the bank trust departments became as truly
admirable as they have been in the last decade or so, when they just
sat on long-term bond investments and the yields and the values just
went to pot.

I think much of our problem in the housing sector has been that the

basic financing institutions, the S. & L.’s, are invented by somebody
from Mars, with short-term liabilities and long-term assets and it
just can’t ffy. You are bound to have disintermediation.
- I think what the Senate Banking Committee did yesterday, as I
understand it, is & splendid step in the direction of rationalizing along
many of the lines of the Hunt Commission’s, the administration’s, the
financial institutions bill recommendations.

Senator Brock. I am not familiar with that. -

Mr. ScrorLanDp. They are proposing to broaden the powers of the
S, & L.’s so as to write checks and credit cards, et cetera. I think these
kinds of steps are necessary to make the basic financing institutions
able to have more stability, for one thing.

For another thing, housing is a highly leveraged operation. If you
are highly leveraged, there are times when you are going to go down
and there are times that Kou will make high profits. You can’t get
the reward without the risk.

Senator, I will only excerpt from portions of my statement. And
submit the full statement for the record.

People save for only a few reasons. Home purchase is one, which
we encourage as I believe certainly we should, particularly this
morning, with favorable tax treatment. Retirement is another, which
we also encourage with favorable tax treatment. Only the fortunate
are able to save much for passing on to the next generation, but all
except the very rich and the unfortunately poor save for their children’s
education. The rise in education costs is rivaled only by hospital
costs—and I guess I should insert oil. At the same time, lower middle
income and middle income groups are being squeezed by ‘‘slump-
flation,” are the major souree of the consumers of higher education,
but are expected to pay their own way with no aid to bridge over this
worsening problem.

Senator, I would like to tell a startling tale. I have been asked not
to name the firms.

In 1972 an imaginative effort to encourage parents to save for post-
secondary education was undertaken by a major regional bank in
the Northeast, a major insurance company and a multinational
nonfinancial company with diverse holdinis. The effort was serious
enough to have startup costs of several hundred thousand dollars
and a marketing test involving 300,000 potential customers.

The essence of the idea was that parents who will not be able to
save enough to cover the cost of postsecondary education would
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have to undertake some borrowing when those costs arise. If instead
of borrowing, say, $4,000 when my daughter is starting postsecondary-
studies, the parents would borrow several years earlier, they would
be able to borrow less—some $2,800 total instead of about $4,000—
then put the borrowed sum into a savings account, and in short reduce
the total cost of the borrowing.

In spite of the-impressive names of the joint venturers, their un-
questionable skills and unusual access to the relevant families, the
plan was a complete flop. Subsequent nationwide tests, to find out
what caused the widespread uninterest—this is 3 years ago—showed
clearly that the reduction in total costs offered by the plan was too
little to induce increased savings for postsecondary burdens—a larger
incentive, somehow, had to be found. The three 8 involved, I am
assured, have not given up their hope or their joint venture agreements;
expecting that such an incentive will emerge, and I believe you have
before you this morning the kind of incentive that is needed.

New personal savings in the past few years seemingly held up quite
well. That is consistent with the historical pattern of increased savings
when economic instability seems ominous. There are several reasons
to draw little solace from'such data. First of all, the data include not
only true personal savings, but nonprofit organizations. Thus if, for
example, a maf'or corporation gave a large gift to a nonprofit organiza-
tion, that would show up in the relevant data as an increase in what is
called personal savings. o

Second, even if truly personal new saving has held up, this is out
of fear of future economic problems rather than a shift in habit
pattern; again, so the historical record suggests. For most people,
saving must be getting far tougher in the past 2 years at the very
léast. Disposable real income is down, from 1973 to June 1975, by
%bo_ut 6 percent on a per capita basis, even more on a per household

asis. =

Since the costs of shelter, transportation, food and medical care have
seen particularly sharp rises, the decline in discretionary income—
what 1s left after savings—which is the source most people would draw
upon for increased saving—must be horrendous. .

Third, even if what data we have show new ‘‘personal”’ saving
holding up, it is clear that “personal” liquidity has been declining.
Accorcring to a recent Solomon Brothers study (Financial Well—BemF:
The Slow Road Back, September 3, 1975), per capita household
financial assets, adjusted for inflation, were down, as of June 1975, 26
percent below their 1968 high. This somber erosion has received
almost no notice, whereas a fair bit of attention has been directed to
a reduction in consumer debt, although that reduction has been
minuscule, and, again, I suspect, out of fear. .

In short, personal savings are in trouble. As of this past June, per
capita household financial assets had slid back to the level of 11 years
ago, 1964. Since education costs have done quite some moving since 11
years ago, how do we expect people to meet these costs?

Are we really satisfied to load students with work for survival, or to
load young people with debt, or to force ﬁ;rents to expand their own
mortgage or other debt—or else, to see shrinkage in the opportunity
for higher education?
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Senator, I will go right down to page 14, since Senator Bentsen and
Senator Brock are among the leaders in the efforts to both draw recogni-
tion to and secure action sbout the ca.%ilta] shortage. And I do not
think I should burden you with reciting this, but with your permission,
if I may include the entire statement in the hearing record——

Senator Brock. It will be included. .- ‘

Mr. ScroTLAND. All the administration and business fanfare recently
for further tax breaks for large corporations cannot override the enor-
mous role of personal savings. : '

In 1947, business saving was over 70 percent of total private saving,
about three times as large as personal savings. Last year business sav-
in% was less than two times as large as personal savings.

do not mean to say we should not encourage further business sav-
ing. I do mean to say that, especially in light of the erosion since
1973, we must act to sssure at least continued vitality of personal
saving.

I see no need to reiterate Senator Bentsen’s excellent reasons sup-
porting S. 666, which he first put forward in the last Congress. I am
delighted to see such numerous and leading Senators now cosponsors.
I hope the list will expand, and I much hope that today’ shearing is

only the beginning and tip of the icebeig of support that will build for

this bill.

I hope Senator Bentsen and persons who share my support for this
bill will not object to my view that the bill is too modest. I strenuously
urge two expansions of the bill, and one restriction.

irst, I believe the dollar amounts, as I believe Senator Brock was
himself addressing earlier, are too low to stimulate a significant contri-
bution toward the total dimension of savings which, I hope I have
persuasively shown, is essential for family financial soundness and for
our overall economic growth. Of course, the argument against higher
dollar amounts is revenue loss, but I submit that argument is both
shortsighted and unfair. It is shortsighted because increased savings
are a direct contribution to sound and permanent improvement of our
economy’s level and stability with enormous benefit to fiscal policy. It
is unfair because the revenue lost through the full $15,000 Keogh plan
early shelter for even high-income lawyers and others, or the revenue
ost through the lack of a limit on deduction for so-called business-
related wining and dining, or the revenue that would be lost from pro-
possls liberalizing capital gains but preserving as a ‘“‘sacred cow” the
stepped-up basis of ‘capitaFassets dwarf the loss, if there really would
be one, in expansion of the S. 666 plan.

The second expansion I urge is that when the dollar amounts are
raised, the limitation on forms of investment should be less restrictive.
However, I entirely share the concept of the bill, that this is an admi-
rable vehicle for aiding sectors which are critically short of investment.
My own view would be to allocate Bentsen plan funds not only to
housing, but rather in perhaps three ways: for example, 25 percent to
housing mortgage investment; 256 percent to small- and me ium-sized
business investment, both as equity and debt; and the balance free
to move pursuant to responsible investment judgment. I believe such
diversification is sounder economically as well as in other ways. May
I also say it will increase support for the bill. I urge study of somewhat
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similar statutes in Brazil, and append to my statement information
about the Brazilian situation. A .
The restriction I propose is that these incentives are not needed for

- truly upper income people—whether one draws the line for these

purposes at levels like the child-care deduction or, I would hope,
somewhat higher, For such people, the proposal would not be an
actual incentive, but a mere tax shelter, and the revenue loss in that
instance would be unjustifiable. .

Secretary Simon’s recent proposal on July 31 before the Ways and
Means Committee, his proposal for an individual savings account
Erogram, has received a little attention, but too little comment on

ow questionable is his concept and how totally undeveloped is his
roposal. He equates savings for a car with savings such as we are
ocusing on today, but I submit it is preposterous to propose tax
incentives for very short-term consumption saving.

We need to assist people in the large savings burdens, not the
routine ones. And we need to encourage more long-range savings, or
we will do little—or nothing—for investment and economic growth
and stability. It is troublesome that the Treasury Department, with
its great expertise, comes forward with a proposal showing so little
thought, let alone work, on ways to promote personal savings.

In July 1974, responding to an inquiry by your committee staff
about other nations’ tax incentives for savings, Treasury answered
with one item about Germany, another about Japan, all in about one
paragraph, and then washed their hands of the matter by acknowl-
edging that they have not looked any further. It is truly astonishing
that they don’t know about the unique, unprecedented savings
incentives in Brazil, which have been so successful that they have even
had the side effect of increasing willingness to pay taxes. I deeply hope
Treasury’s extraordinarily able economists and lawyers are much
advanced, or advancing, on these questions. ]

D. Need for background research on personal savings, under aegis
of this committee and Treasury.

We seem lamentably behind not only on the potential of tax incen-
tives to encourage personal saving, but on surprisingly many aspects
of savings. Governor Holland of the Federal Reserve Board spoke
last year on savings, ‘‘an old-fashioned virtue in a newfangled world.”
I think we need a little attention back on that old-fashioned virtue.
Ma?' I take this opportunity to urge your committee, perhaps workin
with Joint Economic and calling upon Treasury and the Federa
Reserve Board for aid, to take steps to heighten our focus on, and
knowledge of, personal savings. For example, we need better data.
At least, carefu{) approximations toward that end seem much needed.
For another example, how much do tax incentives actually increase
total personal saving, whether we are talki.n‘% about Keogh or IRA or
the proposal here? Is anyone at work on this? How can we make sound
tax policy without not merely some, but substantial, work on that
question?

For a last example, what is the relationship between personal
saving and discretionary income. It must be critical, but for all the
difficulty in getting firm information about discretionary income
itself, we seem to be virtually ignoring it. As I understand it, the
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~ only sources of informatoin about it are the FRB—which, I am happ

to say, is hard at work on this matter—and the Conference Board.
But both these sources treat discretionary income without distinction
among income levels. How can one possibly make significant statements
about discretionary income without distinguishing between a family
earning a total of $12,000 and another earning $50,000 or $112,000?

I hope the concern for personal savings evidenced by the sponsors
of this bill will not stop with that bill, but with such strong representa-
tion among-the sponsors on the Finance Committee and on Joint
Economic, will advance our awareness so as to give a sounder basis
for tax and other f)o]icy on savings and investments.

Senator Brock, I would like simply to put in as the last part of my
statement without recital here two or three technical questions going
to the drafting of the bill. I have to express reservation about the idea
that distributions should be tax exempt. I think that is a degree of
incentive which is a little hard to justify, and I think favorable treat-
ment and exemption are two different things, and I think it goes too
far. By removing exemption, of coures, we will vastly reduce revenue

loss, enabling us to expand dollar amount of the credit, or whatever

form it takes, so as to increase the incentive to get this saved.
Senator, if I may, I would like to close on a very closely related
matter, but a wholly separate one. Whatever conditions or require-

- ments the Federal Government imposes out of deep wisdom or simple

politics, whatever costs must be borne, New York City must not be
allowed to default. I am not saying that if it defaults we will have a
series of defaults elsewhere. I am saying that all interest rates will be -
pushed up, sharply temporarily, but up somewhat for a long time for
probably all long-term debt, certainly most of it, certainly includin

mortgages. People will be less confident about buying such debt an

that means higher interest rates. Of course, State and local finance

- itself, which is already in crisis, if New York City defaults would be a

disaster area with taxpayers throughout the Nation carrfring yet
greater debt service burdens than they are now, and with local budgets
yet more stringent, and yet more strife between local communities and
public employees there.

Senator Brock, whatever must be done should be done to New York
City but we have to keep them from defaulting or public employees
an tmayers in every part of this Nation will suffer severe costs.

Th you, Senator, for the opportunity to be here.

Senator Brock. I appreciate 1t. I didn’t know you were going to
raise & new issue. |

Mr. ScroTLAND. I appreciate the opportunity to do so.

Senator Brock. I appreciate it very much.

I understand your concern and I have the same concern. I just don’t
have the answers to how you resolve that problem. I really don'’t.

Mr. ScaoTLAND. Well, Senator, I felt, contrary to many people who
share my position on the political spectrum, that the steps which were
taken by the Congress in behalf of Lockheed, the steps which all%ed'lly
have been taken by the Federal Reserve Board in behalf of W. T.
Grant, and the REIT’s, and perhaps at an earlier date, Chrysler,
?robably were sound. I think it is very important to keep large entities

rom going out. It is important not only because of the direct ripple
effect, but the financial markets are all about confidence in a very
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large degree. They are about intangibles, and when major firms go out,
that makes people a little shaky, and if they are shaky, the debt
servntge costs are higher and that is something I don’t see anybody
wanting.

If ;g%arge an entity as New York City goes out, I just don’t under-
sti)andt what Secretary Simon, as a bond trader of all things, is talking
about. .

Senator BrRock. Well, not to argue because I am not sure that I do,
but the problem is in finding a way to provide the least expensive
guarantee and avert that tragedy and yet create a circumstance in
which it is not repeated.

Mr. ScaoTLAND. Well, I think we may have to put New York City

 through a wringer, so there isn’t very much incentive for others to do

it, but the wringer has got to stop short of default.

Senator BrRock. Wall, that is what a receivership is.

. Mr. ScuorLanD. I am afraid that is a wringer which is going to
impose costs on everybody.
nator Brock. I agree. We will talk some more about that. ‘

Let me ask you how the Brazilian plan works. Can you describe it?

Mr. ScHOTLAND. I can somewhat, Senator. I appended two charts
and references to two articles.

Senator Brock. I have got your charts here.

Mr. ScHOTLAND. There are essentially two different vehicles, as I
understand it. One is called the Open Capital Comﬁ:g whipix has
certain tax incentives in return for making certain kinds of invest-
ments. For example, a certain amount of its activity has to be aimed
at development of the Brazilian Northeast, which is a particularly
economic and social problem in Brazil. Then there are also what are
called these tax incentive mutual funds. As I understand it, the tax-
payer has an option. He can send his tax dollars—that is, some of
them—1I think it is up to 30 percent of the tax burden—I am not sure
of the precise figure but he can send a certain portion of his tax burden
to the tax collector or quite literally he can Invest it in a qualifgm%
fund. And that qualifying fund, of course, has to make certain kinds o
“socially necessary’’ investments, again such as the Brazilian North-
east or such as certain kinds of emerging industries or emerging-size
companies. In this way there has been an extraordinary increase,
obviously. Who wouldn’t rather send to an investment, however later
it might be taxed, instead of to the tax collector?

Senator BRock. What is the difference between that and $1,000 tax
credit, just to pick a figure out of the air, which is granted only on the
basis that the income 1s earned through a depository institution or a
lorﬁ-term savings plan? ) o

r. ScHOTLAND. Well, if it is a deposxtor{ institution, it might or

ight not go into mortgages. It might just be a bank. Andifitis a

thrift, or limited to thrift, then it will go into mortgafes, and that

certainly is an appropriate capital short sector which I think needs
incentives. )
I am troubled about—in two ways about changing tax laws to aid
or to encourage people to put money into savings accounts. First, the
equities are such that only certain kinds of people are going to be
using the savings account. You have to be really way above even
upper middle income to have a significant amount in a savings ac-
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count, at least at present rates, even with the $1,000 credit. It just
isn't going to make sense.

Now here again we have really an excellent instance of the way
the market can work to bring in new investments, the money market
funds that have emerged in the last 2 years or so. Before that an
ordinary individual could not get access to commercial paper with its
high rates. Now he can. Well, if today you can get over 7 percent in a
money market fund, how man§ people with sophistication would
leave it in the savings account? So I think it probably is going to be
a real benefit only to people with so very much money that it doesn’t
matter to them to have about $20,000 in savings accounts, which
would be the amount to take advantage of the $1,000 credit.

The other thing that concerns me is I think we need to change our
financial institutions, not reinforce the status quo. I think we need to
get away from the bank/thrift split as the Senate Banking Committee
18 now proposing, going forward with the Nixon and Ford adminis-
tration proposals on financial institutions. If we put more tax incentives
ixlxl, we build up more vested interest in just keeping these things as
they are. -

In the new structure, I think there are going to be some small S. & L..’s
ma%be some small banks, that maybe won’t be able to perhaps swing
it. That is not a good thing, but on balance I think we are going to be
much advanced if we start going perhaps even to a financial institutions
universe of, shall we say, retail or consumer banks and wholesale banks
rather than the present S. & L. commercial bank split. :

Senator Brock. Well, it is an unnatural split as 1t is.

Mr. ScaoTLAND. Exactly, Senator, and I am afraid it is proving a
very inefficient one with unjustifiable impact on housing.

Senator Brock. If you provided a $1,000 maximum on your tax
credit which—or maybe $500—you would maintain your limit at the
iniddle income and below group. That is what you are reaching for,

think.

Are you suggesting that in effect they could make a deposit in an
S. & L. or take that $500 and put it in an S. & L. and that would be
exempt or they would buy stock in General Motors, or would it be a
qualified investment in certain areas?

Mr. ScroTLAND. Well, I think something like S. 666 is a good idea.
We might say an S. 666 fund can %o only, let us say, a quarter to
housing or maybe a half to housing. I am not married to any of these
proportions. '

S ieia%or Brock. Who makes the investment, the individual or the

Mr. ScuotLAND. I think it ought to work about the way the Keogh
and IRA’s do work, where there is a variety of competing money
managers or depository institutions offering programs and people are
free to choose among them according to whether they want a fixed
income investment or equity or a miss. - X

Senator BRock. Then we would in effect certify certain institutions.

Mr. ScHoTLAND. Yes. I am not haps with the extent of the tax
shelter of Keogh, but I think Keogh an {RA are absolutely splendid.
I just would happen to phase Keogh out at a certain income level.
Not IRA, it doesn’t amount to that much, at least not yet. And I
think these offer us an excellent model to copy for this situation.
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Senator BRock. You mentioned that you felt that the levels in S.
666 were inadequate. That is a comment I think you understand I
agree with, Do you have any figures? 1 didn’t hear you mention them,
as to what you——

Mr. ScrorLAND. I certainly haven’t-been able to work them out,
but I would think something like a $500 deferral per child.

Senator BrRock. Per child? |

Mr. ScroTLAND. Per child.

Senator BrRock. Deferral of——

Mr. ScaorLAaND. Of the taxes.

Senator Brock. The tax?

Mr. ScHoTLAND. And then tax it as it is distributed, probably tax-
ing it at an arbitrary rate. In Keogh we are able to tax it simply when
it comes out, when it is distributed, because almost without fail at
that time the recipient is-in a lower income level and that works
just fine.

Here you have the parents, let us say, in their late twenties perhaps
and through their thirties putting the money aside and avoiding taxes
as they are, relatively_speaking, not in particularly high brackets.
Then as the child or children go to college, when the parents are
moving into their highest tax brackets, you have the distribution
occurring, so you can’t tax it to the parents at that time or you are
actually, I think, being plain unfair. If you tax it to the beneficiary,
the child, you really are going to have a miniscule tax take in most
instances. ' | '

Senator Brock. Why don’t you tax at the capital gains rate?

Mr. ScHoTLAND. That would be an arbitrary level which I think
would work excellently-—not arbitrary and capricious, but just fixed.
I think that would be an excellent way to treat it. It would be admin-
istratively hard to go back to the original tax level because they are
paying it every year. I hadn’t thought of the capital gains rate, but
that would do exactly what I am talking about and I think it furnishes
the incentive. I think bills such as I believe Senator Ribicoff has had
in, simply to give a deduction when tuition is being paid, are exactl,y
the wrong kind of treatment. They reduce the revenue. They don’t
encourage any saving or investment. That isn’t the kind of thing we
need. I think the fact that it has been in for quite a few years and
hasn’t gone anywhere says my own view is shared.

Senator Brock. Of course, the point that one of our previous wit-
nesses made, and he has already got a child in school and he is not
in a position to save retroactively—how do you——

Mr. ScuoTLAND. Well, Senator, if my f'ud ment were accepted
about phasing this out at certain income levels, I might, though I
have young children, also be unable to use it, but we are really talking
here about something which is going to benefit the segment of society
which is sending People to post-secondary training of one the or
another, who can’t get scholarships, who don’t have wealth, and
this is a terrible situation. _

Senator Brock. OK. If you have some additional thoughts I
personally would appreciate them because this is an area of enormous
concern. As we were talking earlier about housing, we are not even
beginning to deal with the capital formation proﬁlem, the savings
problem 1in society, and until we do, we are going to stay in a stagnant
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position. I don’t think this country will survive if we do that too long.

Mr. ScroTLAND. I appreciate the invitation. If I may take the
opportunity to work with some of the committee staff to try to get
some of this information I have been talking about developing so we
have a little better sense of where we are——

Senator BrRock. We would be most appreciative of your help and
will talk to you about it later on.

I take it that Mr. Levi is not here.

Our next witness was unable to come, so we will recess the hearing
subject to the call of the Chair.

hank you so much. :
[The prepared statement of Mr. Schotland follows:]

STATEMENT BY Roy A, ScHOTLAND, PROFESSOR OF LAw, GEORGETOWN

UniveRSITY, WABHINGTON, D.C.

. Summary

1. The Known Problems Needing no Elaboration
A. High costs for consumers of post-secondar&:ducation
Flnancial squeeze on producers of post-secondary education
II. Personal Savings : -
A. Historical setting
B. Why people save
C. A startling tale
D. Recent events affecting personal savin%v
III. The Economy's Need for Savings, Personal as Well as Business
A. The ‘“capital shortage’: an insufficiency of savings
B. Business savings and personal savings -
IV.The Bentsen Plan Fund’s Promise vs. Secretary Simon’s Irresponsible
Crumb-Tossing
A, II:Ilovember 7, 1974 introduction of Bentsen Educational Savings
an
B. Unduly modest scope of Bentsen Educational Savings Plan, 8.666.
C. Secretary Simon’s unduly undeveloped Individual Savings chount
Program—- ically, individuals save to ;;urchase a home or
acar. ... [Tlhe ‘anl seems very desirable.”’ (Testimony before
Ways & Means, July 31, 1975.) -
D. Need for background research on personal savings, under aegis o
this Committee and Treasury ’
V. Technical Questions about S.666 -

Statement
I. THE KNOWN PROBLEMS NEEDING NO ELABORATION

A. High costs for consumers of post-secondary education.
B. Financial squeeze on producers of post-secondary education.

) II. PERSONAL BAVINGS
A. Historical setling

Federal Reserve Board Governor Robert Holland spokelast year about “saving:
An Old-Fashioned Virtue in a New-Fangled World.” He noted the historical wor
by economists which shows that how much people save is a constant depending
on how much they earn. He noted also the theoretical work sugiesting that
changes in interest rates will not affect the amount of savings. Still, he said that
despite those studies, he believes that the aggregate amount of savings can be
raised by high interest rates. I am confident that he is right and the studies are
wrong. 1 am even more confident that we need more economists at work on this.

The historical studies have serious data vulnerabilities. The theoretical studies
are also seriously vulnerable in that they have examined only savings like long-
term bonds, which have not been used by individuals other than the most sophis-
ticated. Also, they did not examine periods with sharp increases in interest rates.



I\

F1

33

There are further reasons to doubt the economists’ dogma about savings being a
- constant depending on income. First, today’s financial scene containes so much

which is fundamentally new, as I will expand in & moment. Second, higher interest

rates are only one of the ways to induce more saving; changes in tax treatment

have caused innumerable other changes in economic behavior, and could change

savings habits too. Third, to the extent that we promote savings by individuals.
we reduce unnecessary consumption and inflationary gx;essures, which simple

down-gycles clearly don’t adequately reduce. Since we have begun a period of

capital shortage—as I will also consider in a moment—doesn’t it follow that we

must be working on ways to marshall more savings, wholly apart from the dificult

problems of how those savings are invested?

Are people aware enough of just how poor is the American record for saving,
in terms of total ssving a8 a proportion of after-tax income? Since 1960, our
rate is below Britain’s, is only 34 of the rate in France, just over half of the rate
in Germany and would you believe, only about 40%, of the rate in Japan? Of
course there are many reasons for differences in propensity to save, from the
economy’s relative level of maturity, to pension arrangements, to social psy-
chology, but isn’t it clear from these relative figures alone just how much we are
a consum?tion economy, spending today on gadgets and tinsel rather than
investing for st;abilit;{l and seourity tomorrow?

We know well how much new money is exB?cted to flow into Keogh and
IRA accounts because of the new Fension law. course much of that money
will not be new savings, but merely a shift from other vehicles. Some believe
that such tax changes even reduce the total amount saved, but we don’t know,
and unless your Committee gets to work on matters like this (as I expand on
below), it'll be five or ten years before the question is examined.

B. Why people save

People save for only a few reasons. Home purchase is one, which we encourage
with favorable tax treatment. Retirement is another, which we also encourage
with favorable tax treatment. Only the fortunate are able to save much for

assing on to the next generation. But all except the very rich and the poor save
or their children’s education. The rise in education costs is rivaled only by
hospital costs, but at the same time, the lower middle income and thé middle-
income grougs which are being squeezed by slump-flation and are the source of
the bulk of the consumers of higher education, are expected to pay their own way.

C. A startling tale

In 1972 an imaginative effort to encourage parents to save for gost-secondary
education was undertaken by a major regional bank in the Northeast, a major
insurance company and a multinational nonfinancial company with diverse
holdings. The effort was serious enough to have start-up costs of several hundred
thousand dollars and a marketing test involving 300,000 potential customers.

The essence of the idea was that parents who will not be able to save enough
to cover the cost of post-secondary education, would have to undertake some
borrowing when those costs arise. If instead of borrowing, say, $4,000 when my
Daughter is starting post-secondary studies, the parents would borrow several
years earlier, they would be able to borrow less, o?ut the borrowed sum into a
savings account, and in short reduce the total cost of the borrowing.

In spite of the impressive names of the joint venturers, their unquestionable
skills and unusual access to the relevant families, the plan was a complete flop.
Subsequent nationwide tests, to find out what caused the widespread uninterest—
this is 3 years ago—showed clearly that the reduction in total costs offered by
the plan was too little to induce increased savings for post-secondary burdens—
a larger incentive, somehow, had to be necessary. The three firms involved, I
am assured, have not given up their hope or their joint venture agreements that
such an incentive will emerge, and their plan will be made to work.

D. Recent events affecting personal saving

While new personal saving have seemingly held up quite well in the past few
difficult years, this is consistent with a historical pattern of increased savings when
economic instability seems ominous. There are several reasons to draw little
solace from such data. First of all, the data include not only true personal savings,
but non-profit organizations. Thus, if e.g. & major corporation gave a large gift
toa non-groﬁt organization, that would show up in the relevant data as an increase
in what Is called personal saving.
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Second, even if truly personal new saving has held up, this is out of fear of
future economic problems rather than a shift in habit pattern; again, so the
historical record suggests. For most people, saving must be getting far tougher
in the past two years at the very least: disposable real income is down, from 1973
{;)o .{suﬂe 1975, by about 6% on a per capita basis, even more on a per household

agis.

Since the costs of shelter, transportation, food and medical care, have seen
particularly sharp rises, the decline in discretionary income—what is left after
savings—which is the source most people would draw upon for increased saving—
must be horrendous. -

Third, even if what data we have show new ‘‘personal’ saving holding up, it
is clear that “personal”’ liquidity has been declining. According to arecent Solomon
Brothers study (“Financial Well-Being: The Slow Road Bade, Sept. 3, 1975)

er capita household financial assets ?ad'usted for inflation) were down, as o

une 1975, 26% below their 1968 high! This somber erosion has received almost
no notice, whereas a fair bit of attention has been directed to a reduction in con-
sumer debt although that reduction has been minuscle.

In short, personal savings are in trouble. As of this past June, per capita house-
hold financial assets had slid back to the level of 11 years ago, 1964. Since educa-
tion costs have done quite some moving since 11 years ago, how do we expect
people to meet these costs? Are we really satisfied to load students with work for
survival, or to load young eople with debt, or to force parents to expand their
own mortgage or other egtr—-or else, to see shrinkage in the opportunity for
higher education?

I1l. THE ECONOMY’'S NEED FOR SAVINGS, PERSONAL A8 WELL A8 BUSINESS

A. Is there a capilal shortage—and does it malter lo small business?

“‘Capital shortage” is simply short-hand for saying that we have a smaller
supply of capital—relative to the demand for it—than we have experienced in
recent history, a period in the United States which goes back to before 1900.
Three kinds of answers have been expressed by persons denying we have any
such shortage. One kind of answer is utopian, a second kind comes from the
blind believers in what they call the free market, and the third is Panglossian,

The utopian answer.—The utopian answer (to use Business Week’s word),
exemplified by the Bosworth-Duesenberry-Carron study for Brookings, and the
Brinner-Sinai study for Data Resources, admits that we are close to a severe

roblem, but tell us we have nothing to worry about if only the Federal budget
s brougi\t into balance in & year or two, and kept there. It is always resssuring
to know of intelligent people who believe in utopia, but especially reassuring to
learn that utopia is just around the corner. Unless you believe that our economic
and political picture will change about $75 billion worth in about the next year,
you can forget about those utopian studies.

The blind beltevers’ answer.—The second group denying we face a capital
shortage, people like Professor Eisner of Northwestern and Walter Wriston,
believe so blindly in what they think is a free market, that they think, to quote
Eisner, “it doesn’t make sense to talk of such a shortage’’. That is, there cannot
be a shortage of_ capital, there can only be higher prices for it, and that cannot
be undesirable because market prices merely reflect what peopie want. If people
just don’t want to save enough to keep interest rates low enough for the survival
of such sectors as housing and small business, then, in Professor Eisner's carefully
measured terms, ‘‘that's just tough” (Business Week, Sept. 22, 1975, p. 44).
Whatever is, is right. Walter Wriston makes a more persuasive statement of
similar arguments. But if you had the best access to capital and were best situated
to pay high rates, any capital shortage wouldn’t hurt you or your customers,
whatever such rates might do to your competition and small firms,

The Panglossian answer.—The most interesting denial that any capital shortage
exists is the Panglossian, exemplified by Walter Heller's August Wall Street
Journal article (Aug. 19, p. 12), He shares the utopians’ admitted reliance on a
Federal surplus, though for one thing he seems to push back its due date, and for
another he counts on such a change in attitudes toward spending held by Members
of Congress, that it would be a change in the character of our political system.
Consider just some of the economic realities the Panglossians are i‘gnoring.

First, they think that if aggregate manufacturing capacity is now under-
utilized, it must follow that there are no significant new investment needs. Focus-
ing on aggregate manufacturing capacity, they simply ignore known facts as to
needs in such sectors as energy or steel, let alone the truly revolutionary dimension
of capital needs for agriculture and the trauma in construction.



kgl
w"”ﬁm

35

Second, the Panglossian notion that we've been doing rather well, and so will
continue well enough, ignores ma{or changes over the last few years. For one, the
more affluent 1960’s brought forth increased concern for quality of life, and so we
are making unprecedented investment in areas like pollution control and in safety,
making it wrong to look at past geam’ investment figures without major adjust-
ments. But instead of an increased ability to meet these increased costs, our invest~
ment ogpacity has been steadily shrinking. Gross business savings, as a percent of
GNP, declined in all but two years since 1865, as did total return on assets of
nonfinancial firms. Gross business fixed investment, which Walter Heller ap-
parently thinks the premier measurement, has held steady, but steadlldy more
reliant upon borrowed funds: internal corporate funding has declined (as a
gercentage of business investment) in‘all but two years since 1965, and the equity-

ebt ratio (of manufacturers) has weakened in all but one year since 1965. Also,
nonfinancial firms this year are more dependent on short-term debt, relative to
long-term, than at any time since World War II, except for the December 1974
bottom. {f“or thorough analysis and figures showing just how much more fragile
are our financial structure and the large majority of balance sheets, see Professor
Hyman Minsky’s articles in the Senate Banking Committee’s 1975 Compendium
of Papers on Bank Regulation, and in the latest issue of Challenge.] Not only have
gublio offerings suffered a well-known drying up, but the percentage of offerings

y smaller firms has declined in all but two years since 1965.

The shrinkage of savings and of firms which marshall savings.—Parallel to this
decline of business savings has occurred a weakening of both personal savings, as
noted above, and of our main mechanisms for marshalling savings, the banks,
investment bankers and broker-dealers. The flight of firms and capital from the
securities industry has been so bad that the parochial Alan Greenspan thought
them the worst sufferers of all in these troubled times. And banks and insurance
companies have run out of room to let us fall back on them. Bank regulators are
not alone in believing banks must themselves add new capital or else shrink their
lending, but for banking just to preserve the present ratios if lending grows with
the econocmy—and if it dcesn’t, how will the economy grow; and if 4 doesn’t . . .—
welli,t alivanks need an average of about $15 billion per year until 1985, in new
capital. _

Secretary Simon’s abuse of a real J»roblem.—'—The capital shortage is something
of a fad at the moment, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t a real problem. I have
been pointing to this as one of our magor problems first in early 1973, before the
oil shock (Conference of State Bank Supervisors, April), again at this Subcom-
mittee's February 1974 Hearings on increasing capital availability and financial
competitiveness, and again a year ago to the American Bankers Ass'n. Trust
Division. Of course saying the same thing early and often doesn’t mean it’s the
right thin% But neither is it the wrong thing just because it is being used b
Secretary Simon and others whe believe that Government should help the ric
since, as Simon actuallﬁ said to Ways & Means on July 31, helping big savers
will “in the end’ help all savers. For example, I consider the éecretary’s proposed
tax umbrella over corporate dividends to be hollow Igolitics and horrid economics,
as the disagreements with it expressed by Governor Henry Wallich and by Fortune
Magazine (editorial, Sept. 1975, p. 84), show well. [Capital shortage and deteri-
orating balance sheets mean we should encourage retention of earnings and
reinvestment of dividends, not tax breaks for the well-to-do in the false hope that
enough will trickle down to raise equity prices, and maybe someday something
will trickle beycnd the wealthy and the major corporations. If Simon weren’t
simply using the capital shortage problem, he would expand the proposed dividend
treatment he has suggested only for electric utilities (July 8, Ways & Means
testimony), deferring stockholders’ tax on reinvesied dividends, the reinvestment
to be taxed later at ordinary income rates. Such treatment would involve only a
deferral, not a loss, of Federal revenues, and would be the easiest way to increase
equity investment. Why not spread such treatment, at least to publicly held
small companies?] ' .

The NYSE study.—Perhaps the most frequently criticised statement pointing
to the capital shortage has Leen the New York Stock Exchange'’s. I don’t often
defend the N YSE, but three points must be made.

First: While some have attacked the N YSE projections of investment needs as
being a mere shopping list more like a child’s letter to Santa than realitic needs,
it is striking that the Brookings Study’s need ?rojections are only about 5% lower,
so the real difference is not in the need projections but in the utopian assumptions.

Second: Let's com%re some recent capital needs projections with earlier ones.
Just two years ago, McGraw-Hill estimated the steel industry would need 34;5
billion a year by 1985 (Business Week, Sept. 22, 1973). Last week U.S. Steel’s
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~ President said his industry needs $5 to $6 billion a_year between now and 1980

(Washington Post, Sept. 19, 1975, p. DI11). McGraw-Hill estimated electric
utilities would need $41 billion a year by 1985, but this month Continental
Illinois estimated about a $50 billion annual need by 1985 (Business Week,
Sept. 22, 1975). Last, McGraw-Hill estimated petroleum would need $12.6 billion
a year bg 1985, Conlll's rtudy says domestic petroleum investment alone will
have to be about $38 billion a year, three times the estimate of only two years

ago.

Third: The NYSE, in addition to being an interested party, has made bad
%oofs before, and their capital needs projections may be only the latest goof.

ut I'm reminded of some foofy projections they put out just 10 years ago,
estimating the growth of their own stock trading volume. They set a figure %or
ten years ahead, 1975, which many attacked as widly high. That figure was hit
not'in 10 years, but in just 3, 1968 ,and the too modest projections were & large
part of the reason for the terrible back-office crisis of 1969-70. We'd better get
very serious about figures on Ero&?cted capital needs, and of course on action to
meet those needs, or the back-office crisis will be seen, somewhat rightly, as a
teapot tempest.

ecent bulletins from the capttal shortage ﬁront.———-Just three last indications that
there is a capital shortage. First, don’t high interest rates say a great deal, or are
there some serious people who believe Arthur Burns is entirely responsible?
Second, remember last Spring's fad in finance, the fuss over ‘‘crowding out’’?
In light of the extraordinary recent rash of cancelled public offerings, the near-
record rates Federal offerings are paying and the impossible burdens confronting
state and local units, is there any longer doubt about crowding out? I would like to
insert here a statement by Henry Kaufman of Solomon Brothers, in the Wall
Street Journal, Sept. 15, 1975, p. 15:

Even wider consequences are foreseen by Henry Kaufman of Salomon Brothers,
who recalled that “a verﬁ vociferous debate occurred earlier this year concernin
the possibility that the huge budget deficit would force the Treasury to crow
out other prospeotive borrowers and thus hinder rather than encourage economic
recovery. Crowding out didn’t materialize to a significant extent in the first half
of the year when the economy was contracting and the inflation rate was de-
celerating, but it is surfacing with the emergence of some real economic growth,
an acceleration in inflation and the huge Treasury financing demands,” he said.

‘“Many medium-rated corporations have postponed or canceled attempts to
market their new securities during the gast two months, and savings flows to
deposit institutions are slowing appreciably,” Mr. Kaufman said. ‘‘Commerical
banks have relaxed their efforts to enlarge their capitalization base through
external financing,’”’ he added.

His assertion ahout “crowding out” appears reasonable considering that only
about $1.36 billion of new corporate bonds have been scheduled for public sale
this month, down sharply from an average of $3.18 billion in the first eight months
of this year. A mere $830 million have been listed for sale in Qctober thus far.

Third, just consider this past Sunday’s New York Times Business section:
AT&T is offering shares at below book value, because its balance sheet is 509
weaker than 10 years ago. Crocker National, merely a $10-billion bank holdin
company, sold shares at 25%, below book value—no major American bank ha
ever before sold shares below book at all. And Bankers Trust, merely a $20-billion
bank holding company, offered preferred shares at a 109, yield.

B. Personal savings and business savings

-- - All the Administration and business fanfare recently for further tax breaks for

large cor%orations cannot override the enormous role of personal savinﬁs.

n 1947, business saving was over 709, of total private saving, and personal
saving wa:] over 26%. That is business saving was just under three times as large
as personal,

n 1974, business saving was less than two times as large as personal saving;
bu‘siineiso‘sysved over 609, of total private saving, and personal saving was just
under .

Ido nog mean to say we should not encourage further business saving. I do
mean to say that, especially in light of the erosion since 1973, we must act to assure
at least continued vitality of personal saving.

IV. THE BENTSEN PLAN FUND'S PROMISE V8. BECRETARY SBIMON’S IRRESPONBIBLE
CRUMB-TOSSING
A. November 7, 1974 introduction of Bentsen educalional savings plan

I see no need to reiterate Senator Bentsen’s excellent reasons supporting 8. 666,
which he first put forward in the last Congress. I am delighted to see such numer-
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ous and leading Senators now co-sponsors, and much hope that today’s Hearin
is only the beginning and tip of the iceberg of support that will build for this bill.

B. Unduly modest scope of Bentsen educational savings plan, S. 666

I hope Senator Bentsen and persons who share my support for this bill will
not object to my view that the bill is too modest. I strenuously urge two ex-
paneions of the bill, and one restriction. 8

First, I believe the dollar amounts in the bill are too low to stimulate a sig-
nificant contribution toward the total dimension of savings which, I hope I have
persuagively shown, is essential for family financial soundness and for our overall
economic growth. Of course, the argument against higher dollar amounts is
revenue lose, but I submit that argument is both short-sighted and unfair. It
is short-sighted because increased savings is a direct contribution to sound and

ermanent improvement of our economy’s level and stability with enormous

nefit to fiscal policy. It is unfair because the revenue lost through the full
$15,000 Keogh Plan yearly shelter for even high-income lawyers and others, or
the revenue lost through the lack of a limit on deductions for so-called business-
related wining and dining, or the revenue that would be lost from proposals
liberalizing caﬂtai gains but preserving as a ‘“sacred cow’ the stepped-up basis
of capital assets.

The second expansion I urge is that when the dollar amounts are raised, the
limitations on forms of investment should be less restrictive. However, I entirely
share the concept of the bill, that this is an admirable vehicle for aiding sectors
which are critically short of investment. My own view would be to allocate
Bentsen Plan funds not only to housing, but rather in perhaps three ways: for
example, 25% to housing mortgage investment, 25% to small and medium-sized
business investment (both as equity and debt), and the balance free to move
pursuant to responsible investment judgment. I believe such diversification is
sounder economically as well as in other ways. I urge study of somewhat similar
sf:tutties in Brazil, and append to my statement informstion about the Brazilian
situation.

The restriction I propose is that these incentives are not needed for truly
ugper-income people (whether one draws the line for these gurgoses at levels
like the child care deduction or, I would hope, somewhat bigher). For such
people, the proposal would not be an actual incentive, but a mere tax shelter,
and the revenue loss in that instance would be unjustifiable.

C. Secretary Stmon’s unduly undeveloped individual savings account program—
“Typically, individuals save to purchase a home or a car * * * [T)he goal seems
very desirable.” (Testimony before Ways and Means, July 31, 1975.

Secretary Simon’s recent proposal for an ‘“Individual Savings Account’”’ Program
has received.a little attention, but too little comment on how questionable is his
ccncept and how totally undeveloped is his proposal. He equates savings for a
car with savings such as we are focusing on today, but I submit it is preposterous

to Fropose tax incentives for very short-term consumption saving. We need to
ass

st people in the large savings burdens, not the routine ones. And we need
to encourage more long-range savings, or we will do little—or nothing—for
investment and economic growth and stai)ility. It is troublesome that the Treasury
Department, with its great expertise, comes forward with a proposal showing
so little thought, let alone work, on ways to promote personal saviqﬂge.

In July 1974, responding to an inquiry by your Committee Staff about other
nations’ tax incentives for savings, Treasury answered with one item about
Germany, another about Japan, all in about one paragraph, and then washed
their hands of the matter by acknowledging that they have not looked any further.
It is truly astonishing that they don’t know about the unique, unprecedented
savings incentives in Brazil, which have been so successful that they have even
had the side effect on increasing willingness to pay taxes. I deeply hope Treasury’s
extraordinaril{ able economists and lawyers are much advanced, or advancing,
on these questions.

D. Need for background research on personal savings, under aegis of this commillee
and Treasury

We seem lamentably behind not only on the potential of tax incentives to
encourafe personal saving, but on surprisingly many aspects of savings. May 1
take this opportunity to urge your Committee, erhaﬁs working with Joint
Economic and calllng upon asury and the Federal Reserve Board for aid,
to take steps to heighten our focus on, and knowledge of, personal savings. For
example, we need better data. At least-careful approximations toward that -end
seem much needed. For another example, how much do tax incentives actually
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inorease total gersonal saving? Is anyone at work on this? How can we make sound
tax policy without not merely some, but substantial work, on that question.
For a last example, what is the relationship between personal saving and dis-
cretionary income. It must be critical, but for all the difficulty in getting firm
information about discretionary income itself, we seem to be virtua?l ignoring
it. As I understand it, the only sources of information about it are the FRB—
which, I am happy to say, is hard at work on this matter——and the Conference
Board. But both these sources treat discretionary income without distinction
among income levels. How can one possibly make significant statements about
disoretionary income without distin%ulshin between a family eafning a total of
$12,000, and another earning $50,000 or $112,000?

I hope the concern for personal savings evidenced by the sponsors of this bill,
will stop with that bill but, with such strongrepresentation among the sponsors
on the Finance Committee and on Joint Economic, will advance our awareness
8o as to give a sounder basis for tax and other policy on savings and investments.

V. TECHNICAL Qvnsﬁ?ions ABour 8. 666

I close noting three problems needing work before the bill becomes law.

What would be the method of distributions from Bentsen Plan funds? Wouldn’t
some verification of enrollment in post-secondary studies be a necessity?

Second, what will happen if premature distributions are neéded, unrelated to
fost-secondary expenses? I believe treatment somewhat similar to the Keogh and

RA funds would be needed. - e

Last, isn’t there an unjustifiable revenue loss if the distributors are tax exempt,

unlike Keogh or any pension benefits? Wouldn’t it be wise to adopt an arbitrary

tax percentage, in light of the difficulties or inequities of any other course?

BRAZIL'S FINANCIAL SAVINGS, 1964-74
[In millions of current Cr$}

Savings Time Honsl?’g Government
accoun deposits!  Acceplances bonds securities ?
230 ..., 73
695 9 463
906 47 1,434
2,105 290 2,520
4,558 644 3,535
6,172 1,195 5, 881
9,756 2,007 10,111
4,390 3,128 15, ‘;5
22,305 5,015 26,175
37,129 6,517 38, 344
2 8,393 47,433
1 Excludes small amount of unindexed time deposits.
3 Federal government securities only.
3 Preliminary.
Source: Central Bank of Brazil.
TAX INCENTIVE MUTUAL FUNDS AND ORDINARY MUTUAL FUNDS, 1968-74
[in millions of current Cr$}
" “Tax incentive Ordinary
| mutual funds, mutual funds,
net worth net worth
Y Y
%969- ......................................................................... 221 615
X (T RN 380 810
L 7 ) L IS 774 3,555
|5 - - 188 2,109
¥ 7 < , 1,851
37 2 PN 1,391 1,530

Note: For background see (1) David Trubek: ‘‘Law, Planning, and the Development of the Brazilian Capital Market,'’
N.Y.U. Graduate School of Business Buiietin, April 1971; Walter Ness: *'Financial Markets Innovation as a Dovolo;ment
Strategy: Initial Results from the Brazitian Exwiem.' Economic Development and Cuitural Change 453 (Apr. 1974).

Source: Central Bank of Brazit.
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Whereupon, at 11:30 a.m., the subcommittee recessed to reconvene
subject to the call of the Chair.] .

[By direction of the chairman, the following communication was
made a part of the printed record:) .

U.8. LEAGUE OF SAVINGS ASSOCIATIONS,
Washington, D.C., Oclober £8, 1975.
Hon. LrLoyp BENTSEN, -~

Chairman, Subcommillee on Financial Markets, Dirksen Senate Office Buslding,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR SENATOR BENTSEN: On October 2, 1975, the Senate Financial Markets
Subcommittee held hearings concerning the ca ftal requirements of the housing
industry and the ability of financial markets in this country to satisfy those
requirements. In particular, the Subcommittee considered your bill, 8. 666, to
encourage the establishment of educational savings plans in financial institutions
investing at least 509, of their assets in residential loans. This would be accom-
plishetlll by providing a 20%, tax credit on the first $250 invested in such accounts
annually.

Clearly, the savings and loan institutions which we represent are vitally in-
terested in this kind of le(fislation and would agpreciata very much if you would
place in the hearing record our views (as stated hereafter) with regard to your bill.

The savings and loan business for many years has been the prineiga support
for the home mortgage lending industry in the United States. Over 85%, of the
assets of our institutions are devoted to residential mortgage lending. Current
aggregate statistics show that we hold in our investment portfolios at least 48%
of all home mortgages (1-4 familg dwellings) in America. Together with the mutual
savings banks, we hold nearly 60% of all home mortgages. Even in ‘‘tight money
periods,” we continue to stay in the mortgage market—indeed, our percentage
of total loan originations increases, to 75% of all activity in such periods—and
today we are making at least 60% of the permanent home mortgage loans being
made in the United States day-in, day-out.

Particularly, since 1966, there have been three or four periods of ‘‘tight-money"’
which have put a severe crimp in the availability of lon(f-term mortgage money.
A sensible and fair tax incentive to benefit our savers directly has been a long-
sought goal of our business. A tax incentive for savings will have a positive effect
on maintaining sufficient flows of home mortgage money. It is a tax device which
we think will particularly benefit savers who have in recent years seen the interest
paid to them on their deposits severely discounted because of the ravages of
inflation. It would help correct the bias against savings implicit in our tax laws.

Our institutions are particularly intrigued by the dual purpose of your bill to
foster the financing of education as well as stimulate a steadier flow of mortgage
funds. S. 666 will, we believe, help typical Americans finance the purchase and/or
construction of homes at reasonable interest rate levels while encouraging savers
to maintain high levels of savings because of the tax incentive for doing so. Fami-
lies will thereby be encouraged to save not only for a rainy day but for a specific
purpose; namely, educating their children. Tying the long-term home ﬁnancin%
need to the long-term savings requirement for educational purposes is an idea
combination which we fully support.

There have been some other recent Congressional efforts to develop a tax
incentive for savings program through the exclusion of income on any tyg)e of
savings account in any financial institution up to $500 or $750 per person ($1000
or $1500 per joint account). This kind of legislation was reported out by the
House Ways and Means Committee last year but never reached a vote on the
floor of the House in the waning days of the 93rd Congress. At that time a question
was raised as to whether the encouragement of savings for depositors in all types
of financial institutions would necessarily assure that savings deposits would
continue to go into home financing. Further, there was a guestion whether a tax
exclusion or deduction was really equitable for the small saver and, of course,
certain revenue loss issues were raised.

It seems to us that gour bill certainly answers any question concerning whether
the money will be used for home financing purposes since a basic requirement of 8.
666 is that this type of tax incentive savings account must be placed in private
lending institutions with 50 percent or more of their assets in home loans. The tax-
credit, of course, would benefit all savers equally in terms of tax treatment.
Economists differ on the issue of projected revenue loss, since added stability
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for the depressed housing sector might offset any direot loss to the Treasury; but
assuming there might be some revenue loss, the question then arises as to whether
that revenue loss, as a matter of public policy, would not be justified in view of the
twin objectives of your bill to stimulate through savings the financing of education
and home borrowing. We, of course, believe that 8. 666 is moving in the right
direction and its economic and social advantages far outweigh in significance the
possible revenue loss,

In fact, during the consideration of last year's bill, we demonstrated that
through the “‘multiplier effect,” there would be no real revenue loss, A tax incen-
tive plan which stimulates home building and decreases unemployment in the
home building industry would produce large amounts of additional revenue
thereby making up for any ‘‘first blush” cost to the Treasury because of the tax
incentive device.

Your bill, of course, is just another but very useful and well-thou%ht out tax
incentive device to stimulate home financing at reasonable rates. The bill, in
addition, benefits savers and families seeking to educate their children. In a sense,
this is a unique coupling of responsible public policy objectives.

There are various tax incentive methods to stimulate savings for home building
which have been used in other countries. Attached hereto for your information
is a list of savings incentive programs used elsewhere, but not in the United States
(Addendum A). It is not an exhaustive study but it is helpful in demonstrating
that there are other tax incentive methods which might be used to maintain a
steady flow of mortga%e funds. Interestingly enough, nowhere have we found,
however, the linking of
whiile at the same time stimulating home mortgage lending. This makes your bill
unique.

we can be of further assistance to you in this matter, Please let me know.
Agsh:i we would appreciate very much if you could put this letter in the hearing

record in connection with your bill, S. 666.
Sincerely,
ARTHUR B. EDGEWORTH,
Director, Washington Operations.
Enclosure.

ADDENDUM A
FRANCE

A home savings bonus account is the approach used in France, and in one of its
former colonies, Tunisia. The would-be homeowner commits to a systematic
monthly savings program upon which he receives interest at the regular rate.
When the funds are withdrawn for a closing, the government pays a bonus of two

the twin objectives of savings for educational purposes.

or three percent. This bonus is viewed as a method of stimulating savings, and __

the bonus is considered a direct payment that avoids some of the problems
associated with the tax exemption.

~— -

GREAT BRITAIN

The British have developed a ‘‘save-as-you-earn’’ program. Under this program,
which was initiated in 1969, any individual over 16 years of age could save from
one to a maximum of 20 pounds per month (about $46 a month). The required
term of the program is five years and in that time an individual may save a
maximum of roughly $2,800; and as a reward for this, he would be given a bonus
of 240 pounds, or roughiy $550, free from all tax. If this combined amount is left
intact for a further period of two years, another bonus of 240 pounds is added.
The participant in the “save-as-you-earn’” program earns from 4 to 4.4% above
regular passbook rate. These payments are, of course, in addition to the regular
intexr-est earned on the savings. All interest in the ‘‘save-as-you-earn’’ plan is
tax free.

In Britain another scheme stems from an Employees Savings Plan offered by
the Trustee Savings Banks of Great Britain. Under this, an employer automati-
cally deducts from wages a fixed amount for credit to a personal savings account
earning four percent interest. Interest on the first 1,000 pounds deposited (about
$2,300) is tax free, or the first 2,000 pounds ($4,600) for married couples. Em-
ployees can also participate in the ‘‘save-as-you-earn’ program mentioned above.
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AUSTRIA

Austria has a ‘savings with a bonus’ plan. Savings banks offer six percent
interest on deposits made for four years. In addition, the saver gets a government
bonus of 3} percent per year. The minimum quarterlg deposit in Austrian Shillings
(AS) 150 and the maximum is AS 1,500 (about $275). In addition, after the four

ears expire, any depositor under the age of 35 can borrow an amount equal to
savings at a favorable rate up to a maximum of AS 40,000 ($2,250) to buy
consumer goods or AS 70,000 $(3,900) for a home loan.

—~

WEST GERMANY

West Germany has a number of complicated and versatile plans.
Home building premiums

The government gives & premium of 25 percent on contributions to savings-
for-building schemes, up to a maximum of DM 400 (about $160) per year. This
premium rate rises with the number of children to as much as 35 percent. A 30
‘(’géﬁ%‘)’t premium is granted to lower-income groups, to a maximum of DM 520

Contributions to the building society can be used to build a dwelling at any
time without loss of the premium. The owner of the scheme applies for the savings
premium through the society. The premium is actually paid by fiscal authorities
to the society, which then credits it to the saver’s account.

The savings premium law T

Under Germany’s Savings Premium Law, you cannot get a premium if you
already have a building-savings contract. the two types of savings premium
contracts are: General, in which savers deposit a lump sum for six years; and
Installment, in which they pay so much per month or quarter for gix years. After
that, they make no more deposits, but the total is frozen for another year before
being released.

Maximum annual deposits are DM 600 (about $240) for a single person, DM
1,200 ($427) for couples, with a supplement for each child up to a maximum of
DM 1,600 ($630). Under this program, the government pays a savings premium
of 20 percent for single persons and married cougll‘es, with the premium rising to
30 percent according to the number of children. The Savings Premium Law also
allows people to buy securities and to loan funds to employees rather than opening
a savings account. Contract terms are the same as for savings.

It should be noted that higher premiums are received from savings-for-building
%lans than from savings accounts. Thus, a single person can receive a premium of

M 400 (about $160) from a savings-for-building contract, but only DM 120
(about $48) from a premium savings contract. It should also be noted that an
amendment under discussion in the German Parliament in 1974 would have
restricted premiums to single persons with an annual income of less than DM
24,000 ($9,600) or DM 48,000 ($19,200) for couples.

Capital Formation Act

Germany also has a Capital Formation Act which provides especially for
cmployees. An amount up to DM 624 (about $250) can be invested. The state will
pay a supplement of 30 percent on the amount invested rising to 40 percent for
couples with three or more children. This supplement is paid out with the wage
or salary. However, the only persons eligible for this program are those with annual
taxable income of less than DM 24,000 ($9,600) for single persons and DM 48,000
($19,200) for couples.

The ocapital must be invested in a wide range of options. If the employee wishes
to invest ﬁ; according to the Premium Savings Act, he can then get the government
savings premiums in addition to the supplement for employees. This would give
him bonuses totaling more that 50 gercent. -of the amount saved from the govern-
ment, not counting the interest paid by the savings banks.

o)



