
Calendar No. 872
85TiI CONGRESS ) SENATE ( REPORT

1st Sessiol ) No. 845

PROVIDING FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY OF
THIIIE UNI''ED STATES IN G(U IFPORT, MISS., TO TIE GI:,I'l'lPOR'T
IUNICIPAL SEI'ARA'TE SCHOOL, ISTRICT

Arvc(s'r 12, 1957.-Ordered to be printed

M\r. B3YI , from tlle Committee oil Finncc, submittedthl following

REPO T

[T'o naccominyll S. 17'1(1

''lic Commit(ee onl Filnance, to whom was referred the bill (S. 17,16)
to provide for tle collveyancd of certain Irolerlty of the Ul'ited Stntes
il GuClfport, Miss., to tll(e (ullfport, Municipal Seplrat, e Slchool Dis-
trict, lLving considered the samllle, report favorabley tlerlcon with an
amendment,, nlnd recommend thllat tlie bill, as lIamended, (10 pass.

IThe almendillmenlt is as follows:
On page 1, line 4, strike out tli words "Veterans' Aff'airs" and insert

the words "General Services".

EXPLANATMION OF TlHEl BILL

The bill directs the transfer by tlhe Administ4rator of General
Services of 10 acres of certain property of tlhe United States ill G(llf-
port, Missi', to tlhe Gulfport Municipal Separate School Distriict, which
has been declared surplus by the Veterans' Administration and turned
over to the General Services Administration. The bill provides for
the payment of $1,000 to the United States for this propertYy with the
proviso that the property will be used for school puicposes and inl tho
event that it, ceases to be so used title will revert to the United States.
Tho'bill also reserves to tlie United States all mineral rights, including
,ga an(l oil.

Departmental reports follow:
VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION,

June 1S, 1957.
IHon. HARRY F. BYRD,

Chairman, Committee on Finance,
United States Senate, W1ashington, D. C.

DEAn SENATOR BYRD: Further reference is made to your letter re-
questing r report by the Veterans' Administration relative to S. 1746,
o5th Congress, a bill to provide for tlhe conveyance of certain property
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of lthe Unite(l States in G(ulfport, Miss., to the Gulfportf Municipal
Sep,)ra)ll Sel ool D)istl,iict.

Th'le Iill lproloses to required tlhe Administrator of Vetrlans' Affnirs
to con)lv(e totlet (illfporit N'llli(iilc l Sepa(iralto School district, Guilf-
port, Nliss., a1ll riglhtit,titl, lald i ntii,rest of the UJnited(lStatesisilln nd to a
Irl(,c of p)l)proximellly 1()0 a(CS of llll(d, toge()0theritll ilnlpoveOie, ts
t.li(teoln, sitlu]ated( wit llill lthe resertvailion of the Veterans' Ad(ininistlra
t(io)n H hospital, (lilf)ofpo, Nliss., up1)o pil)aymet to tlhe Unit(ed States
of Sl,()()00. T'lhe ill )rovilCdes tit1 Ithe (xact legal description shall bo
de( ermilledi((l )y th(eAdIinisItoI, t that tile cost of any survey
whi'li('h 1l I' )(required(sllli ll e paidy)(;th)l( e(school districtt. Section 2
states that thl(e prop' tl shall le used(( solely for s('chool llpurpo.e's and
inl (lie event, it ce('(,se's to )b so) ls(:l title ,t'erieto shlall revert tot tiho
Unllited( Silt('s. 'Th'lI sc('t'ion )lso rseirvs to lte IUnit(ed SI(ls(' 1ll
Illill'l'ral ri'illhs, illn(lillng gas anli( oil, ill 1(ch proert''y anl p)I'rov'ides
Ithat the)l')proper'y! slhlll I)(' stillj(ct, t.o sc'li n(ld itionlal lteriis, conlllitions,
reselrvat iois, tand( rest ricionsils te Administilratordee'( ls ne('esstary to
lprot(.ec, t tle ilte(re.sts of I lie UnJitled Staties.
The Vet'rans' Adminiisiratiion hospital, (lulfport., Miss., is located

oil 1 I)ortlion of' a Itnct of Iap)proximlitely 147 acres of lan)d which was
lease. tlie, N1avy, ('rig Wor \,id ar f, s a training cal llp.lTh11re-
alft( r (llie property was leased by t()eP1lblic) litlI(lll Service which,
alter re(llodteliiL, opel)ed( it, for patients of (le \'etrl(ans' lutreau ill
192' 1. 'I'llt( prOlperty\ was I ranllsfellrr(e to t(1e1nlllageali(lll,illl(ndcontrol
of Ilie Vetltir ts' Bureau )v E'xecltiv(e Or((lder 36()(6, (dated( April 29,
1!)22. Title to lit e 147-acre(' t(( wals a1c('qir((ed from 1 lie Misissiipp)i
('(Ient (ennial i':Expos.it ioll ( o. Iand I lle citlv of (1Iillportl, by wa rranllty(ldet
d(It led ,litly 1, 1922, fori a consid eratl ion of s 125,()000. The V\et.( lns'
A(dIllinistrlation (urreilllly operates a 915-bed hospital lat ulfport,

i.A.I5., withil l)pre)oni(leralllce of l(ellrop)sychiiatlric( latienlts.
'I'l(e ilost. recent. review\ offl]e llanlidrequirerteilen('lts t the Gulfportl

1hosp)itl2 wasimade after I ll initrod action of S. 17,1). It wails( on-
('1ll(,(1 tllt, e( 10acres1()l( inl q(itestioll were excess to tlhOe p(reselt an11(
foreseeable)I reqIllirleii(lls ofi(lie ()osiital. As a result, (tllis t'act, was
(declare( to lhel ((el(ine l Se(rvice Ad\(inistlration a; excess 1to the neetds
of tl(e V'\(Ieranis' AdlliinistralLioln. Th'lat agency was inflormedi of tilhe
interest. of t1e (culfport, N icipal Separl) te School DIistrict, illn his
l)n(I1, ats evidenced by Hlie subject bill. It is pl)Iresuiin( that, 1)ursilnt
to stiltiltorv re'(Gllirelllti, tl(Ineral Scrvi((ces Adilninlistration will
sc'r('(il ol. ler (overnlll(et\ alg(liencies to (detlermilnc wlietetllr tl ltlcr is alnv
oll(er'ederl l 'irequlileni)(llt for l(ie,land. Jt 1lmv be lot(ed that. if tl,!iro
i, nllone, the( liiand could bI(e maIl(c ava ilall)le tteo 'lDepl)I'litmen of liealt.Ih,
dJ'utliio l, and Welfare an l, if apprl)love(d by (. hilt 1)elpartienl(llt, it
couldld( I)e .r't lsferre'(' t t ieI( oo (l i st rictI. for ed(lil('ilctiolnl)uri)(:po es.

T''le pril'i)ll interest' of the V\eterals' .A(Jiinistratioti ill the ()0-acre
tract l.wi ich . 17 is collC('ell'ed is t o 'assur(' t llhat it, is not, used( in a
illalliiier iliimlical to llit proper' a1n(1 effect'' iv(e o0)(eration of 1.1 V\etllrallls'
A\(nilistliationI()l hospitalilol l(t(d on adjol((iil( Illand. It, is )(elieve(l
it.l (the use ofr ll(e ilnd forl school )lpurposes', its required by section 2,

to(ethell(r wihlll 1,ie olllher pro(ectlive fe(lllllres emblodied in that secli(on,
would (l(equltel(y protect tlie intl(rest of Ill(e (.io(eO lllll(ltt, in this
regard.

Since tIlle la(nd with which(lie1 ill is conllet'rled is lun(delr tle jilis-
(di(ction aild( cotllrol of (lie (enileral Serv(ices Admi(iistiratioll, it is
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suggested, in the event the 1)ill receives favorable consideration, that
it bo ameilded( to (el(ete the reference in tlie first sectioil thllerlofIo to e
Administrator of Veterllns' Affairs an(l sublstiituito therefore "Adlmin-
istrator of General Services." In tli is coninectioln, your co'llnllitlOe
nlmy desire to secure t report froml tle Adllinistlrator of-General
Services Irelative to the l)rol)osal.
Advice was received from thlle Bureau of tlie Budgeot with respect to

a sirnila repololt oi nfll ildetical bIill (If. R. )080, 85t11 Cong.) that
therl('ewould beno olbjectionl b)y the Oflice to tlie submiission of tlho
reportr toto he comlllitlt e.

Sincerely yours,
IT. V. lfTI,I ,,v/ldminlistrator.

(1 IEN RAT, SR IVIC.S AI)MINISTRATION,
Il'(shington, D. C., July 12, 1957.

lion. HARRY lv. BlYtn,
C'/airml an, ( o nmmittee on, 1Fnan)cce,

united Stat(es SenateI, Washington, 1). (,.
DIAlt 1MR. (CIIAIXtXMAN: YourI letter of tJule 17, 1957, req(lesl(tedlt(

comments of (iineral Servi es Adm(iin istralionl withireftere(i ce to
S. 174,1, a Ibill 'I'o provide for thile collveyanlce ofc(,rlaill prolpe)rty of
the UlJlict( States i ll (I1fl)port, Miss., to tl'e Gulfport, municipall
Sepai)rate School )istrict.

Th'e ilpurplose of tlie hill is to lireqiirel, t.e Admi(iinisitraor of Veteran1s'
Affairs to convey to tlie (ulfport municipal Selpa rate School )istri ct,
(Iullfportl iss, u'11isps.,upo eay nt by t le shelool (list ri(t of tli e s1um
of $I ,00()(0, a tract of 11al(1, toge(t.lher wit.li il)mprovemenClit s t hereonl, con-.
tailliing 10 acres situated within t.lle Vete rals' Admiillistration (.'oler
Reservalltion, (c lfport, Division, uillfport,lMliss. Section 2 of Ilie
bill )provides that, lhie colveya-lllce shall be subi)ject, to thle co(nlitioMi
tIllalt tle property shall be used solely for school p1 roses, and( if it
shall evwer 'cease to be use(l for stl(c puIl)rposes, title ielrleto shall revert
to thle United States. The bill would reserve all milnral rights in
the rll)lperty andtli tlloriz(es the ('oilv'a nceo e ce to IeIa11(! stl )ij'ct to
such ad(lditional terms, conditions, reservaliolls, 1andrelstlrictiolns as

the Ad(lillistra tor ((deems ie('cessary .

The lpro perty referred to ill thlie Iill (ompriqises 10 acres of a 147-
acrc tlraclt of land( acquired b the (lOvern lent flroml tllie Mississisppi
Centelnnlial Coim ission in 1922, at a cost tot aling $1 25,()00,a1s a, site
for 1a iosl)ital facility. Tilhe 10(-ac're tract was rep(orlted Ito (GLSA as

excess )y tlie Vetera ns' (IAminlistration oln J11nel (, 1957. \We are

}now in the ro('cess of sere(l(ilng tllis )'proper'ty to (letermile whether
there exists aini, oiler Fe(leral 'e(l lirenilellt. for its use. We have r1o
infornilationas0 to t.ecurrent, fair market, value of t(lie excess property.

(General Services Administrationl is opp)losed( ill principl() to( t(li ei-
actlmel t of legislation providing for thle dispo)sition of specific property
prior to a d(ete rminiation tIle t it is surplus p)rOlrly wi t lil I.the} ealtiing
of th(e Fed(eral l'roperty a dl( A(ldmilistirative Services Act of 1d949, as

amerdedI(l. ]u rtlherinore thle eact autltorizes tlie Ad(ministrator of (Gen-
eral Services, i Illis (lisc(retioln, to assigi to tile Secretary of 11ealtih,
Education, andl( Welfare for disposal su rpl us real prop)erlty ileed((le(l
for selhool classroom, or other( educational use, or for tlie protection
of public health, including researlchl; and, subject to tile disappr))oval
of thle Adminlistlrator of Gel(neral Services, tlie Secretar'y of Health,
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MEducation, and \Welfare may transfer such surplus real property to
States and their political subdlivisions and instrulnltalities for these
purposes, and ill fixing the sale value of tlie property to be disposed
of foir such)ll'rposes, the Secretary of Health, Edlucation, and Welfare
shall take into considerations any benefit which ias accrued or mny
accrue to t.lie Ullited Sltates from te use of such property, by any
stiuch State, political subl)division, instrumentality, or institution.
'lI(hirefore.it appears tliattlt e essential purposes of S. 1741( can be
accoimplishi(ed within tlhei framewlork of existing law, provildel the
l)propelty is l(let rillilled to be surpl)lus.

lil view of lie foregoillg, General Services Adminiistratio is opposed
to lie (lc ll(ac ntllt of this measure.

Th'le enact( elllt, of thllis measure would not affect the budgetaryy
requitirlements of (Gene(rll Services Adliniistratiioln.

'1'lThe 1iureau of tlie B13l(getl has advised tliat there is no objection to
tlhe sIubmission of thlis report to your collimittee.l

Sincerely yours,
FRANKLIN G. FLo,EE, Administrator.
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