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TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL PROVI-
SIONS RELATING TO STATE PLANS FOR AID TO THE
BLIND

APRILA12, 1957.-Ordered to be printed

Mr. BYRD, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following

REPORT
(To accompany H. R. 30351

The. CommiUtW. on.,Fianee9 to whle was referred the bill (HER.'
3035) to provide a temporary extension of certain special provisions
relating to State plans for aid to the blind, having considered the
same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend
that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of the bill, as reported, is to extend from June 30,
1957, to June 30, 1959, the provisions of section 344 of the Social
Security Act Amendmnents of 1950 (Public Law 734 81st Cong.), as
amended. Section 344 relates to approval by the Secretary of
Health, Education, and Welfa'reof certain State plans for aid to-the
blind.

GENERAL STATEMENT

The bill extends from June 30, 1957, to June 30, 1959, the provision
in section 344 of the Social Security Act Amendments of 1950 which
provided for the approval of certain State plans for aid to the blind
which did not meet the requirements clause (8) of section 1002 (a) of
the Social Security Act. The amendments provided that such plans
could be approved for the period from October 1, 1950, and ending
June 30, 1955. The original expiration date was extended by the
Social Security Amendments of 1954 (Public Law 761, 83d Cong.),
from June 30, 1955, to June 30, 1957, the present expiration date.
The bill would extend this period an additional 2 years to June 30,
1959.

While the provisions apply to any State, as defined in the Social
Security Act, which did not have a State plan on January 1, 1949,
approved under title X of the Social Security Act, your committee is
advised that only two States, Missouri, and Pennsylvania, are now
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affected by the provision. These States have programs under which
needy and non-needy blind persons receive similar treatment with the
payments to needy blind persons being financed from State and Fed-
eral funds and the payments to non-needy blind persons being financed
entirely from State funds. Information received by your committee
from the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare indicates
that the degree of blindness required in these two States is more
stringent than that generally required by States which operate pro-;
grams in full conformity with the Social Security Act. It under-
stands that some needy persons, who are not determined to be blind
within the definitions used in these States but who have not sufficient
vision to engage in activities for which sight is essential, are denied
assistance in these States, whereas they would generally be found
eligible in other States. - ;
Your committee does not'believe that the failure of these States

to make any greater provision for needy blind persons than for non-
reedy ones is consistent with. the intent of. title, ,:pfth So.al Se-
curity Act. 'It also 'considers unfortunate the exclusion in" these-
States of certain needy persons who would meet the test of blindness
generally applied for purposes of 'eli*bility for assistance in the
other States. It would appear that the first of these situations would
be corrected and a m6re. trealistie test of ~blindness would receive
greater consideration if the States involved placed greater emphasis
on need . : . :.;':,,, .. - .

While 'your committee favors the full. compliac y. these States.
wIth all, requirements',of title X. of. the Sp9ialrScuri y, Act' t, believe'
it,letter that this b"accomplished hrougor'derlYplanningrather,

than through p rmttng provision to expratb, thi.tmp,
since this might result in hardships,)for, blind, persons in the States.
The 2-year extension will provide time for the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare and the 2 States to plan for blringing-.programs
iith full' cnfortnity"., A shorter extension wodld also:nol:ba realistic'
in :the-light of the:'fact-,that the legislatutes 'of the two States are- not:
scheduled to meet'during .1958. '. :;,..';. ::':;.
*,Your committee; accordingly recommends:. enoatment '"of; the

legislation. .: .'
CHANQES: I./EXISTING- 'AW

In' compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXIX ;Of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by: the bill are:
shown -as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted :ix enclose. in
black brackets; new matter is printed in italics;.xisting law in;. hich,
no change is proposed is shown in roman); ,i.. .:

SECTION 344. OF TIE SOCIAL SECURITY ACi AMMEDMENTS OF 1950'

APPROVAL OF CERTAIN. STATE PLANB. -.
SEC. 344. (a) In the 'case of any State:(as d'efliitdin tlhe'Social

Security Act, but excluding Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands).
which did not have on January 1, 1949 a State 'plan for aid"to' the
blind approved under title X of the Social Security Act, the Admin-
isgtrator shall approve a plan of such State for aid 't6to the blind' for the'
purposes of such title X, even though it does not meet'the requirements,
of clause (8) of section 1002 (a) of the Social Security Act, if it meets
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all other requirements of such title X for an approved plan for aid to
the blind; but payments under section 1003 of the Social Security Act
shall be made, in 'the case of any such plan, only with respect to
expenditures thereunder which would be included as expenditures
for the purposes of such section under a plan approved under such
title X without regard to the provisions of this section.

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) shall be effective only for the
period beginning October 1, 1950, and ending June 30, [1957] 1962.
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