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Mr. BYRD, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following

EXTIENSION OF 'FILI.O GDE
~/OR TARI F -OMMI~ION

REPORT
[To acompy H. R.122.]

The Committee on Finance, .to whom w ureferred the bill (H..

the same, report favorably thereon and recommend that the 'bill do.
'pass.

PURPOSE

The bill would extend until March 1, 1958, the time in which the
Tariff Commission is required, under the Custom Simplifitin
Act of 1954, to complete a study of the tariff schedules of the United
States and report thereon.

GENERAL STATEMENT

Subsection (a) of section 101 of the Customs Simplification Act
of 1954 (Public .Law 768, 83d Cong., approvedd September '1, 1954)
directed the Tariff Commision to malke a complete study of all 'the
provisions of the customs laws of the' United'States under which im-
ported articles may be classified for tariff purposes and to submit
to the President and to the chairman of the House Committee onWays
andand ea nd the chairman;of the Senate Committee on Finance,
by not later than September 1, 1956, a proposed revision and con-
solidation of these laws to accomplish the simplification purpose
prescribed in the original legislation; The Tariff Commiion haa
now advised te onre hat 'it would not: be possible t, coml
with the time limitation of September 1, 1956, impod 'by Publ
Law 768' and'has requested an extension of the period allowed for
complexnthei studies and atibmitting the reports required. H. R.
.12264 would grant the additional time by extending to March I,1,98,
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the te b wmhch such studiowust be completed and the prescribed4t'tt sub fitted. .l \ . . ,S!I: ;nfRits request for this additional time, the Tariff Yoftifiisionindicated as reasons necessitating the request, the factt'h:iat'thie iei
bers and the personnel of the Tariff Commission have been occupiedwith such matters as peril points and escape-clause proceedings and
lending technical assistance in connection with tariff negotiations,
the magnitude and importance of the study and report required by

;,Public ivW 7aQ8;ja1 the n eed forlfull: and adequate b 'ings:i'o-
nection, wit this study., , ,,:, : ,: /,,.j: (,, ,

Thefinancee committee urges tat the bill be ad6pte.i ;
The letter from the United States Tariff Commission advocatingan extension of filing date follows:

. UNITED STATBB T4RIPV COMSILOx ,
May 21, 1956.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE.M $,
United States Senate.

: DEAR MR. PiRESrbENT: Subsection (i) of section 1011 bf the Cuitoms
Simplification Act of 1954 (Public Law 768, 83d Cong., approved
September 1, 1954) directed (t4 Tariff'ommission to mike a com-
plete study of all the provisions of thd customs laws of the United
States under which imported, atJein,ay:be classified fir tariff
purposes and to subr'it 't the Preside'nt and' to the chairmen of the
Conmittpe n Ways and Means of the House and the Conmitt.e on
·Finance 'of theiri Senate, not, letter thin Si6tElibei 1"1'956a birijbed
revision and cbisbildation 'of ttes6 laws whiih,i6nth'' idht of iie
:Comirsiori,',' iotuld: to the extent practiabe :acmlimish c'ertii
simiplifiationi u'idRes.'" In 'coidane, with subsecti&O (d) 6f action
101, the Tariff Commission on March 15, 1955, submittedothe
President and to the chairmen of the Committee on Ways and Means
and the Committee on Finance an interim report on the tarifftsimplifi-cation tuy. , 'I'
'".Additionai tfi ebond SetUiitber l;1956',Will be fi;.ed' f6oitle
Cotmision to complete' 'the3ro lectE. Since the hinsitutln of tIe
study in September.1954 much of the time of the Commssioniaih d its
staff has been taken up with work of a pressing nature-primarilywork in connection with' ete trade-agireednt negotiations involving
Japan and. the ,curr utnegotiations being ,opduqed Unde.r ,the. di-
tioral authIoity. graite,t the resident by, the Trade eeetsr,·;J;Li o.,VtheTL



:tha s'a"'^i^Ortisite6the ,0npletiiAof, t,'ti'i,treatariffslcedul''ii ,Ii !
It will be recalled that the law providing for the study contemplates

that the Commission'hldf hei'rinigs fb Mhe Ituiose of affording inter-
ested parties opportunity to be heard with respect, to the proposed
revised schedulBs, irticdlarla ' withi: rs pctt'Wte) probable effect
upon tAe domn tiac uIdtry otftny ictidntalapes1i ites which
may be involved in the proposed revision. In te opinion of the
Commission, it would be premature to prepare: and*pubhlii! a revision
iof tariff schedules and. hold hearingstliheeo before. th coxpletion
of the 'curen tbrde-greementnegdtiatins nowm ptogres att Qenerya.'The results of thes' negotiations will not ;be kn0wniatjltJte*,ayqr
early, Jine 'of 'this \ye. i iManifestlyfAthl short, period fApdI Tu.Lto
September.1; 1056 (the present statutorydeadlite n ;ftleC qmpltinof the tariff study), is not an adequate period of time to assimilate
into proposed revised schedules wte numerous classification and rate
changes which will result from the pending trade-agreemcnt negotia-
tions, to hold public hearings on such revised schedules, and to sub-
mit a final draft of such schedules to the President and to the Con-
gress. A complication which will require special attention arises
from the fact that many of the rate changes resulting from the pending
negotiations will be made effective in 2 or 3 installments over a period
of approximately 2 years ending in June 1968.
As matters now stand, the Commission believes that, from a prac-

tical standpoint, a desirable objective would be the development of
a plan which would envisage the revised schedules being made effect-
ive on or about July 1, 1968 (the date when, under Public Law 86, 84th
Cong., the President's authority to enter into foreign trade agreements
terminates). In this connection, it is the Commission's understanding
that the principal tariff negotiations contemplated under the trade-
agreements authority, as extended by Public Law 86, are those now
in progress at Geneva, and that large-scale negotiations thereafter
under such authority as extended by Public Law 86, are not likely.
Under these circumstances, an appropriate date for the completion of
the tariff study would be a date sometime in the early part of 1968.
This arrangement would have the added advantage of providing for
the completion of the study at a time when the Congress would be in
session.

In view of the foregoing, the Commissron respectfully requests that
you give favorable consideration to the enactment of the attached
draft of proposed legislation which would extend until May 1, 1968
the time within which the Commission is to complete the proposedrevised tariff schedules..
The Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the

submission of the proposed legislation to the Congress.
Sincerely yours,

EDGAR B. BROSSARD, Chairman.

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXIX of the StandingRules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as
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reported, are shown as follows (existing law roposed to be omitted
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existinglaw in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

[Public Law 768, 83d Cong.]
CUSTOMS SIMPLIFICATION ACT OF 1954

TITLE I-REVIEW OF CUSTOMS TARIFF SCHEDULES

SEC. 101. (a) * * *
(c) Not later than [two years after the enactment of this Act]

March 1, 1958 the Commssion shall transmit copies of the schedules
and accompanin data and statements to the President and to the
chairmen of the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Finance of the Senate.
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