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AUTIHORIZING THE TRANSFER TO THE STATE OF TEN-
NESSEE OF C'ERlTAIN LANDS IN THE VETERANS' ADMIN-
ISTRATION CENTER, MOUNTAIN HOME, TENN.

MAY 7 (legislative day, MAY 6), 1953.-Ordered to be printed

Mr. MILLIKIN, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the
following

REPORT
[To accompany S. 11511

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1151)
authorizing the transfer to the State of Tennessee of certain lands in
the Veterans' Administration Center, Mountain Home, Tenn.,
having considered the same, report favorably thereon without amend-
ment, and recommend that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE OF BILL

'To provide for the transfer, without consideration, by the Admin-
istrator of Veterans' Affairs to the State of Tennessee, for use primarily
for training of the National Guard and for other military purposes, a
tract of land containing approximately 30 acres situated within the
boundaries of the reservation of the Veterans' Administration Center,
Mountain Home (Johnson City), Tenn.

GENERAL STATEMENT

The bill provides that the land would revert to the IUnited States
in the event that the State of Tennessee ceases to use the tract of land
primarily for the training of the National Guard and other military
purposes. Provision is also made in the bill for the reservation to the,
United States for all minerals, including oil and gas, as well as for
reentry upon and use of the property by the United States in the
event of a war or other national emergency. A further provision to
require the State of Tennessee to pay the cost of surveys to determine
the legal description of the property to be transferred and will further
require perpetuation and maintenance of the small cemetery located
on this property.
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The 30 acres of land proposed to be transferred has an estimated
value of $500 per acre, or approximately $15,000 for the entire tract.
The Veterans' iAdministration interposes no objection to the bill

and states that such transfer will not interfere with present or prospec-
tive operaItions of tl}e Veterans' Administration.
The report from the Veterans' Administration on this bill is as

follows:
MARHII 27, 1953.

IHoin. l';UGcNI D. MILLi[iN,
Chairman, Conmmittee on Finance,

United S'ales Senate, 'Washinglon, D. C.
Dr, SENATOR MILLIrrKIN: Further reference is made to your letter of March

3, 1933, requesting a report, by the Veterans' Administration relative to S. 1151
83d Congress, a bill authorizing the transfer to the State of Tennessee of certain
lands in the Veterans' Administration Center, Mountain lHome, Tenn.
The bill would provild for the transfer, without consideration, by the Admin-

istrator of Veterans' Affairs to the State of Tennessee, for use primarily for training
of thle National (uar(l and for other mIilitary purl)oses, of a tract containing
apl)roxinmtely 3:() acres of land sit.lateld w within the present boundaries of the
reservation of thle Veterans' Adminiistration Center, MountainlIome (Johnson
C(ity'),, Tenn. U nder the ternSs of t he bill, the State of Tennessee would be required
to pay the cost. of surveys required by the Administrator in determining the legal
d(escript ion of the tract, and to perpet tuate and maintain a cemetery located on the
p)rolperty. In the event the State of Tennessee ceases to use the tract for the
mentioned l)urp)oses, it would revert to the United States. Provision is also
made for the reservation to the United States of all minerals, including oil and gas,
ill the land to be collveved, and section 4 provides for the reentry upon and use
of the )prol)erty by the lUnite(lSlates, under stated conditions, in the event of a
war or other national emergency.

S. 1151 is similar ill ipurlpose to S. 2959, 82d Congress, with respect to which the
Veterans' Administration submitted a rel)ort to the committee under date of
Miay 6, 1952. The bill was favorably reported with amendments relating to
the (lescrilption of the property and the maintenance of the cemetery located
thereon. S. 2959, ,as reported and with a floor amendment, which would have
requ(irel thle State of Tennessee to payt\ 50 percent. of the apl)raised fair market
value of the property, passed the Senate on ,June 21, 1952, and was pending before
the (Conmit tee on Veterans' Affairs, H-ouse of Representatives, at the close of
the 82d C(onglrecss. Bitt. for the provision relating to the consi(leration to be pai(l
for the land. lh<( c(tirrllenlt il! is identical to S. 2959 as passed by tihe Senate.

('Colispolndel'nce of record in thle Veterans' Administration indicates that the
Stato of Ten(' tiness(e co()lltemll)l'ates making certain impllrovemlents on tihe tract of
land ill lquest.ion, but, thlat such iniprovelments will depend, in part at least, upon
the appropriation of certainly ledleral funds. IThe Veterans' Administration is not
advised with leslpect to tlie availability of such funds. Since the Department of
Defense is l(ndlolilte(lly ill a position to furnish your committee with further
informant ion relative to this matter, and in view of that l)epartment's proposed
function unt(er section 4 of tlie bill, it is suggested that. you may desire to secure
the views of thie Secre'tarv of T)efense relative to the proposal.
The V(eterans' Administration Cenlter at Mountain lionme, Tenn., consists of

domiciiliary barracks and a hospital with a preponderance of general medical and
suirtica l patientt. Located onl a tract of approximately t25 acres of land. The-
Mountain Honiec reservation was acquired by the .Board of Managers of the
National Iloime for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, by purchase at various times,
under tle authority of the act of January 28, 1901 (31 Stat. 745). Pursuant to
section 3 of the act of July 3, 1930 (416 Stat. 1016), all property, the title to which
tell stood in the namIe of the Board of Managers, was transferred to and the title
tloreof vested in thle Unlited States. Based on authority contained in thle same
act. tlhe President, by lxecuttive Order 5398. dated July 21, 1930, transferred the
property of the National olime to the Veterans' Administration.

Thell tract of land in question which, as indicated, contains approximately 30
acres, colistitutes the westerly portion of the present Veterans Administration
Center and is located roughly one-half mile from the principal group of buildings
on the Veterans' Adminiistration reservation. The land has an estimated value
of $500 per acre, or approximately $15 000 for the entire tract. Two photostats
of a meap of the Veterans' Adlministration installation in Mountain Home, Tenn.,
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w'ithl tile parcel )ro)posed for conveyance colored inl Ilue, are enclosed for the use
of the committee. Except for a small cemetery located thereon, the land is
iunimproved. The cemetery referred to contains graves dating from the period
of the lRevolutionary War. The local chapter of the National Society of the
D)aughtel's of the American Revolution lias evidenced an interest in its perpetula-
tion. andl the Veterans' Administration current ly provi(les limited mlinnl(mtnlee
of the cemetery. -As indicated above, S. 1151 plrovid(es that the State of Tel'lllessee
shall perpletluate and provide for the maintenance of this celletery.

(Conlsidelration has been given to declaring thl land excess to the needs of t lie
Veteranlls' \Adm(inistration, but no formal action ihas been taken to (late il that
regard. It, is believed that the conveyance of this property to the State of Tenllns-
see, und11er the (rm'liS and corllditions set forth in thle bill, will not. interfere with
the preseclt or prospective ol)eration of the Veterans' AIdllinistration ( ellter ait

loullintaiin Home. It is tlie view of the Vete!rans' Admlinislration that tlle (tlesliol
of donating Irolerl'ty owned by) tlhel"(ederall ( overliine(lt, as proposed )by S. 11,51,
involves a (il(lestioll of broad pub)llic policy anlld is, accordingly, amatter p)rilarily
for the consideration of, and( determination by, the congress.
Advice was received from the Bllreau of the Budget wit h respl)ect to a coIniltparaiil

report onl a similar bill (II. It. 1 561, S3d Cong.), that there would be nlo objeclioll
by that police to tlie suml)ission of the report to the committee.

Sincerely yours,
('..A li I H. In.A Y, Jr., Adm(I'n is!ror.
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