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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

ArriL 8, 1948,

The Honorable Eveene D. MILLIKIN,
Chairman, Committee on Finance,
United States Senate, Washington 26, D. C.
DEAr SENATOR MILLIKIN: There is transmitted herewith the report

of the Advisory Council on Social Security to the Senate Committee

on Finance concerning the old-age and survivors insurnce program.
The Council has studied the program and its implications carefully
and hus endeavored to take fulfaccount- of the interests—both present
and future—of all segments of the Nation. It is the hope of the
Council that this report will be of value to the Congress in bringin
about necessary and desirable changes in the present old-age an
survivors insurance program.

I wish to express here my deep aﬁpreciation of the earnest and fine-
spirited efforts of all members of the Council and particularly of the

lendid work done by the Associate Chairman, Dr. Sumner H.

%fl)ichter.

Respectfully submitted.
: Epwarp R. STETTINIUS, JT.,
Chairman.
v



FOREWORD

The Advisory Council on Social Security was appointed by the
Committee on Finance of the United States Senate under authority of
Senate Resolution 141 (appendix C). Members of the Council, citizens
from various walks of life and representing different parts of the coun-
try, were apiointed on Soptember 17, 1947. Preliminary meetings to
plan the work of the Council were held in October and November and,
at the first meeting of the full Council held in Washington on December
4-5, an interim committee was desiﬁnated to make a continuing study
of the problems before the Council and to develop proposals for the
consideration of the full Council. The Council has met for two full
days each month and the interim committee has met for one full day

"between Council meetings. On the average, 15 of the 17 members
attended each meetinE of the Council. Between meetings the Council
members continued their study through analysis of a large amount of
m:ftferial prepared by the interim committee and the Council’s research
stafl.

The present report contains the Council’s recommendations con-
cerning the risks of old age and death only. Recommendations for
improvements in the other parts of the social-security program will
be made in subsequent reports.

The Social Security Administration. and the Treasury Department
have been most generous in rendering technical service. Repre-
sentatives of the two agencies made oral presentations to the Council
at its first meeting and have filled many requests for information on
the operation of the program. Information was also obtained from
statements of many interested groups and individuals. Letters from
the public have been helpful in pointing up the areas in which the
pyels(;ant provisions fall short of the protection they are designed to

eld. '
len some areas the Sresent provisions of the old-age and survivors’
insurance program fail to provide basic security. e weaknesses of
the existing program have been taken into consideration, and recom-

mendations are made for ways to close the gaps in the protection now
offered. Account has been taken also of cﬁanges that have occurred
in our economy since 1939, when the general structure of the present
program was adopted. Particular attention has been given to the
problem of financing the program. The recommendations regardin
the contribution rates recognize the need for a rate which is hig
enough to establish a reasonable relationship between contributions
and benefits and which will increase gradually to the full amount
necessary to support the future program, but not so large as to build
up excessive amounts in the trust fund in the early years.

The proposals contained in this report are designed to provide a
program that will meet the present needs of the people without
imposing too heavy s burden on the taxpayers of the future. The
Council anticipates that still further revisions in the program will be
needed as future events affect family life, the labor force, and the

general conditions under which people live. ,
v
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OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

Opportunity for the individual to secure protection for himself
and his family against the economic hazards of old age and death is
essential to the sustained welfare, freedom, and dignity of the American -
citizen. For some, such protection can be gained .through individual
savings and other private arrangements. Kor others, such 0~
ments are inadequate or too uncertain. Since the interest of the
whole Nation is involved, the Sgezrle, using the Government as the
:gency for their cooperation, should make sure that all members of

e community have at least & basic measure of protection against
the major hazards of old age end death.

In the last analysis the security of the individual depends on the
success of industry and agriculture in producing an increasing flow
of goods and services. However, the very success of the economy in
m&ﬁgg &rogress, while creating opportunities, also increases risks.
Hence, the more progressive the economy, the greater is' the need
for protection against economic hazards. This protection should
be made available on terms which reinforce the interest of the indi-
vidual in helping himself. A properly des?ned social-security
system will reinforce the drive of the individual toward greater
production and greater efficiency, and will make for an environment
- conducive to the maximum of economic progress.

THE METHOD OF SOCIAL INSURANCE

The Council favors as the foundation of the social-security system
the method of contributory social insurance with benefits related to
Krior earnings and awarded without a needs test. Differential bene-

ts based on & work record are a reward for productive effort and are
consistent with general economic incentives, while the knowledze that
benefits will be paid—irrespective of whether the individual is in need—
supports and stimulates his drive to add his personal savings to the
basic security he has acquired through the insurance system. Under
.such & social insurance system, the individual earns a right to a
benefit that is related to his contribution to production. This earned
right is his best guaranty that he will receive the benefits promised
and that they will not be conditioned on his accepting either scrutiny
of his personal affairs or restrictions from which others are free.

Public-assistance payments from ie&eral tax funds to persons who
are found to be in need have serious limitations as & way of maintain~
ing family income. Our goal is, so far as possible, to prevent de-
i)endency through social insurance and thg:aﬁreatly reduce the need
for assistance. We recognize that, for a decade or two, public assist«
ance will be necessary for many persons whose need could have been

. b |
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2 OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE

met by the insurance program if it had been in effect for a longer time
and had covered all persons gainfully employed. The Council looks .
forward, however, to the time when virtually all persons in the United
States will have retirement or survivorship protection under the old-
age and survivors’ insurance program. If insurance benefits are of
reasonable amount, public assistance will then be necessary only for
thosa aged persons and survivors with unusual needs and for the few
who, Yor one reason or another, have been unable to earn insurance

rights through work. Under such conditions the Federal expenditure
for public assistance can be reduced to a small fraction of its present
amount.

The Council has studied the existing system of old-age and sur-
vivors insurance and unanimously apgrovos its basic principles. The
Council, however, finds three major deficiencies in the program:

1. Inadequate coverage—only about three out of évery five jobs
are covered by the program.

2. Unduly restrictive eligibiiily requirements for older- workers—
largely because of these restrict ns, only about 20 percent of those
aged 65 or over are either insured or receiving benefits under the pro-
gram,

3. Inadequate bonefits—retirement benefits at the end of 1947
averaged $25 a month for a single person.

The Council’s recommendations are designed to remedy these
mz’?"or defects. | '

he Council has agreed unanimously on 20 of its 22 specific recom-
mendations. The two instances of dissenting opinions havé been
noted in connection with the recommendations themselves, and the
reasons for the dissents have been given in appendixes F and G. -

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations on coverage -

1. Self-employment.—Self-employed persons such as business and
professional people, farmers, and others who work on their own account
should be brought under coverage of the old-age and survivors in- -
surance system. Their contributions should be payable on_their
net income from self-emplo¥ment, and their contribution rate should
be 1% times the rate payable by employees. Persons who earn very
lovgl i(xilcgmes from self-employment should for the present remain
excluded.

2. Farm workers.—Coverage of the old-age and survivors insurance
system should be extended to farm employees.

" 8. Household workers.—Coverage of the old-age and survivers in-
surance system should be extended to household workers.

- 4. Employees of nongroﬁt institutions.—Employment for nonprofit
institutions now excluded from coverage under the old-age and sur-
vivors insurance program should be brought under the program, except
thalt algggymen and members of religious orders should continue to be
excluded, : , ‘

. 5. Federal civilian employees.—Old-age and survivors insurance cover-

o should be extended immediately to the employees of the Federal
avment and its instrumentalities who are now excluded from the
civil-service retirement system. As a temporary measure designed to
give protection to the short-term Government worker, the wage credits
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of all those who die or leave Federal employment with less than 5 years’
service ahould be transferred to old-age and survivers insurance. The
Congress should direct the Secial Security Administration and the
agencies administering the various Federal retivement programs to
develop a pormanent plan for extending old-age and survivors insur-
ance to all Federal civilian employces, whereby the benefits and contri-
butions of the Federal retirement systems would supplement the pro-
tection of old-age and survivers insurance and provide combined
benefits at least equal te those now payable under the special retire-
ment systems.

6. Railroad employees.—The Congress should direct the Sacial Secu-
rity Administration and the Railroad Retirement Board to undertake
a study to determine the most practicable and equitable method of
making the railroad retirement system sugplementary to the basic
old-age and survivors insuranee program. Benefits and contributions
of the railroad retirement systemn should be adjusted to supplement the
basic protection afforded by old-age and survivors insurance, so that
the combined protection of the twe programs would at least equal that
under the Railroad Retirement Act.

7. Members of the armed forces.—Old-age and survivors insuranee
coverage should be extended to members of the armed forces, ineluding:
those stationed outside the United States. .

8. Employees of State and ltocal governments.—The Federal Govern-
ment should enter into voluntary agreements with the States for the
extension of eld-age and survivors insurance to the employces of
State and local governments, except that employees engaged in
proprietary activities should be covered compulsorily.

9. Social security in island possessions.—A commission should be
established to determine the kind of social-security protection appro-
priate to the possessions of the United States.

10. Inclusion of tips as wages—The definition of wages as con-
tained in section 209 (a) of the Social Security Act, as amended, and
section 1426 (a) of subchapter A of chapter 9 of the Internal Revenue
Code should be amended to specify that such wages shall include alk
tips or gratuities customarily received by an employee from a customer
of an employer. .

Recommendations on eligibility
11. Insured status.—To permit a Iarger proportion of older workers,
particularly those newly covered, to qualify for benefits, the require-
ments for fully insured status should be 1 quarter of coverage for each
2 calendar quarters elaEsing after 1948 or after the quarter in which
the individual attains the age of 21, whichever is later, and before the
uarter in which he attains the age of 65 (60 for women) or dies.
&uarters of coverage earned at any time after 1936 should count
toward meeting this requirement. A minimum of 6 quarters of °
coverage should be required and a worker should be fully and per-
manently insured if he has 40 quarters of coverage. In cases of death
before January 1, 1949, the requirement should continue to be 1
quarter of coverage for each 2 calendar quarters elapsing after 1936
or after the quarter in which the age of 21 was attained, whichever is
later, and before the quarter in which the individual attained the age

of 65 or dieds -
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Recommendations on benefits _

12, Mazimum base for contributions and lenefits—To take into
account increased waye levels and costs of living, the upper limit on
earnings subject to contributions and credited for benefits should be
raised from $3,000 to $4,200. The maximum average monthly wage
ggg% in the calculation of benefits should be increased from $250 to
13. Average monthly wage.—The average monthly wage should be
computed as under the present law, except that any worker who has
had wage credits of $50 or more in each of six or more quarters after
1948 should have his average wage based either on the wages and
elapsed time counted as under the present law or on wages and elapsed
time after 1948, whichever gives the higher result.

14. Benefit formula.—To provide adequate benefits immediately
and to remove the present penalty imposed on workers who lack a
lifetime of coverage under old-age and survivors insurance, the
primary insurance benefit should be 50 ‘percent of the first $75 of
the average monthly wage Blus 15 percent of the remainder up to $275.
Preseat beneficiaries, as well as those who become entitled in the future,
should receive benefits computed according to this new formula for
all months after the effective date of the amendments,

15. Increased survivor protection.—To increase the protection for a
worker’s dependents, survivor benefits for a family should be at the
rate of three-fourths of the primary insurance benefit for one child
and one-half for each additional child, rather than one-half for all
children as at present. The parent’s benefit should also be increased
from one-half to three-fourths. Widows’ benefits should remain at
three-fourths of the primary insurance benefit. .

16. Dependents of insured women.—To equalize the protection given
to the dependents of women and men, benefits should be payable to
the young children of any currently insured woman upon her death
or eligibility for primary insurance benefits. Benefits should be pay-
able also (a) to the nﬁed, dependent husband of a primary beneficiary
who, in addition to being fully insured, was currently insured at the
time she became eligible for primary benefits, and (b) to the aged
dependent widower of a woman who was fully and currently insured
at the time of her death. )

17. Maximum benefits.—To increase the family benefits, the maxi-
mum benefit amount payable on the wage record of an insured indi-
vidual should be three times the primary insurance benefit amount -
or 80 percent of the individual's average monthly wage, whichever is
less, except that this limitation should not operate to reduce the total
family benefits below $40 & month.

18. Minimum benefit.—The minimum primary insurance benefit
payable should be raised to $20.

" 19. Retirement test.—No retirement test (work clause) should be
imposed on E:amons aged 70 or over. At lower ages, however, the
benefits to which a beneficiary and his dependents are entitled for any
month should be reduced by the amount in excess of $35 which he
earns from covered emsioyment in that month, Benefits should be
suspended for any monih in which such earnings exceed $35 but, each
quarter, beneficiaries should receive the amount by which the sus-
-~ pended benefits exceeded earnings above the exemption.

.
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20. Qualifying age for women.—The minimum age at which women

may 3ualify for old-age benefits (primary, wife’s, widow’s, parent’s)
should be reduced to 60 years.
21, Lump-sum benefits.—To help meet the special expenses of illness
and death, a lump-sum benefit should be payable at the death of
every insured worker even though monthly survivor benefits are pay-
able. The maximum payment should be four times the primary insur-
ance benefit rather than six times as at present.

Recommendations on financing ,

22. Contribution schedule and Goverament participation.—The con-
tribution rate should be increased to 1X percent for employers and
1% percent for employees at the same time that benefits are liberal-
izedP and coverage 18 extended. The next step-up in the contribution
rate, to 2 percent on employer and 2 percent on employee, should be
postponed until the 1%-percent rate plus interest on the investments
of the trust fund is insufficient to meet current benefit outlays and
administrative costs. There are compelling reasons for an eventual
Government contribution to the system, but the Council feels that it
is unrealistic to decide now on the exact timning or proportion of that
contribution. When the rate of 2 percent on emp!oyers and 2 percent;
on employees plus interest on the investments cf the trust fund is
ineufficient to meet current outlays, the advisability of an immediate
Government contribution should be considered.

Technical and minor amendments

In addition to these major recommendations, several minor and
technical amendments are needed to correct certain inequities and
administrative problems resulting from the present provisions. The
Council has preferred in the main to leave recommendations on such
questions to the Social Security Administration. The Council would
like to call attention, however, to the need for additional adjustments
to protect the rights of men who served in World War II. Our general
recommendations, if put into effect, would remove most of the
inequities which these veteranswould otherwise suffer; but, in addition,
section 210! of the present act should be temporarily extended to
protect veterans during the transitional period until our general
recommendations become fully operative. The Council also wishes
to call attention to the lack of coverage for American citizens employed
outside the United States by American firms. '

INTERDEPENDENCE OF RECOMMENDATIONS -

The Council stresses the fact that its recommendations are a
consistent whole and that many of the 22 specific proposals are’
interdependent. If coverage is not broadly extended, for example,
the Council would propose very different modifications in the prescat
provisions for insured status, benefit structure, method of determininﬁ
the average monthly wage, and financing. Accordingly, the Counc
strongly urges that its recommendations be considered as a whole.

1 Seotfon 210 provides spectal survivor benefits to dependente of veters.as who died wlthln 3 years of dis-
charge if such dependents are not cntitled to survivor benofits under veterans’ laws.
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PLAN OF THE REPORT

The Council’s proposed remedies for the three major deficiencies of
the present program—inadequate coverage, unduly restrictive eli-
gibility requirements, and inadequate benefits—are outlined in this
section. 'i‘lhe test of retirement, financing, and the importance of a
broad informational program are also discussed. The section which
follows treats the 22 specific recommendations in more detail. Ap-

endixes A and B are concerned with special aspects of costs and
ancing.
GOAL OF UNIVERSAL COVERAGE

The basic protection afforded by the contributory social insurance
system under the Social Security Act should be available to all who are
dependent on income from work. The character of one’s occupation
should not force one to rely for basic protection on public assistance
rather than insurance. :

Earlier decisions to exclude the self-employed, workers in agricul-
ture, and workers in domestic service from coverage of the insurance
system were baseG on expectation there would be administrative
difficulties in collecting contributions and obtaining wage reports for
" these groups. Other groups such as railroad workers, Government -
employees, and employees of religious, charitable, and educational
institutions were excluded for various reasons—because some of the
workers were protected under existing retirement plans, because of the
constitutional barrier to the levy of a Federal tax on State and local
governments, or because of objections to taxing traditionally tax-
exempt nouprofit organizations. ‘

The Council believes that none of the reasons for the original ex-
clusions justifies continued denial of basic social insurance protection
to these groups. The administrative difficulties which may arise
from including the self-employed and workers in agriculture and
domestic service seem far less formidable today than they did 10 years
ago when the social insurance system vvas new and in the early stages
of developing its administrative orgarization.

Ten years’ experience with incomplete coverage has revealed the
many ineyuities and anomalies which arise when workers move be-
tween covered and noncovered emnloyments. In many cases these
workers pay contributions but never receive benefits, and in others
they may become entitled to benefits which, though small, are worth
far more in rel» ron to their contributions than are the benefits of
workers covered regularly. :

The present incomplete system of social insurance affords uneven
protection in different parts of the United States. Coverage resiric-
tions cause relatively fewer people to receive old-age and survivors
insurance benefits in agricultural States than in States where industry
predominates, Conversely, the number of persons receiving old-age
-assistance per 1,000 aged population is considerably larger in %ﬁe
agricultural States (see appendix D). As a consequence, the tax-
payers of the agricultural States must meet, from general revenues, a
'disproportionate share of the costs of old-age security and aid to
families of workers who die prematurely. Since the per capite. income
of most predeminantly agricultural States is far below that of the
largely industrial and commercial States, the former have relatively
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more people in need of assistance and smaller revenues from which
to meet this need.
Employers as well as employees suffer from the lack of protection
for the noncovered occupations, because employers offering noncovered
jobs cannot furnish as attractive labor conditions as those of their
competitors in the labor market who are in covered industries. Some
workers who have been protected by social insurance during the war
have been unwilling to return to such noncovered jobs as agriculture
or domestic work or work in nonprofit organizations, where they will
lose that protection. :
An incidental but important result of extension of coverage will
be a reduction in the percentage of pay rolls required to meet the costs
of old-age and survivors insurance, Extension of coverage would
increase the revenue of the program more than it increases benefit
payments. The net saving would be roughly one-half percent to 1
percent of pay roll under the present provisions. - Under a program
of liberalized benefits such as we recommend, costs would, of course,
be increased, but under such a program the net saving as a result
of the extension of coverage would also be increased—possibly to
as much as 2 percent of pay roll. The saving occurs in the main
because under the present limited coverage system, those who move
in and out of covered employment have low average monthly wages
in covered employment and feceive the advantage of a formula
weighted in favor of those with low average wages. Under extended -
coverage such persons will have to pay contributions on all the wages
which they earn, and although their benefits will be increased, they
will be increased at the lower rate of the formula (the present formula
pays 40 percent of the first $50 of a,vera%e monthly wage, but only 10
percent above) and the income to the fund will increase more than
the claims against it. '
There are no immediate obstacles to extension of coverage to the
self-employed, farm employees, workers in domestic service, employees
of nonprofit institutions, the armed forces, and employees of State -
and local governments. Accordingly, the Council recommends that
coverage be extended to these groups without delay. A similar rec-
ommendation applies to the Federal civilian employees who are not’
under the civil-service retirement system. Extension of coverage to
Federal civilian employees who are subject to the Federal retireme:.t
plan and to the employees of the railroads, however, requires solution
of various technical problems before legislation is enacted. The
civil-service retirement system and the railroad retirement system
will have to be modified to take into account the protection which
would be afforded by coverage under old-age and survivors insurance.
The Council believes that the best way to work out these problems
is through joint studies by the Social Security Administration and
the Civil Service Commission in the case of Federal civilian employees,
and the Social Security Administration and the Railroad Retirement
Board in the case of the railroad employees. The Ceuncil has rec-
ommeided that the necessary studies be required by Congress. Ex-
tension of coverage to types of employment with existing staff retire-
ment systems or compulsory insurance protection can and should be
accomplished without any loss of benefits to the workers regularly
_ covered by these systems. This result can be achieved by making

74281—48——38
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their present special pension plans supplementary to old-age and
survivors’ insarance.

Since the present civil-service retirement plan and railroad retire-
ment system now give more protection to those regularly covered
than would old-age and survivors insurance, the question may be
asked: ‘“Why extend old-age and survivors insurance to Federal civil-
service employees or to railroad workers?’’ This question is discussed
under the specific recommendations in the Council’s report. In
essence, the answer is that some workers, particularly short-service
workers and those who move in and out of Federal or railroad employ-
ment, are inadequately protected under present arrangements. Xn
extension of coverage would help these workers without reducing the
combined protection available for long-service workers., In addition,
if the Council’s recommendation for an eventual Government contri-
bution were followed, an extension of coverage would mean that these
employers and employees would pay less for that protection.

LIMITATIONS OF VOLUNTARY METHODS

Voluntary coverage under old-age and survivors insurance has been

suggested. In the opinion of the Council, voluntary coverage is
defensible only where the Federal Government cannot under the
Constitution aﬁgﬁy compulsion. Since it is apgarently unconstitu-
tional for the eral Government to tax the States and localities,
we believe it necessary to allow these units to enter into voluntary
compacts for the coverage of their employees. We are convinced
that to offer voluntary coverage in any area where it can possibly be
avoided would be a grave mistake.
. Since the chief g]lﬂective of the old-age and survivors insurance
program is basic family protection adequate for the needs that can be
presumed to exist in various family situations, the program contains
eligibility and benefit provisions which, especia.ll%7 in the early years of
operation and in the case of workers with large families, allow for the
payment of benefits considerably in excess of the value of contribu-
tions. * These provisions make the program vulnerable if voluntary.
participation by individuals is allowed. The “adverse selection”
which would occur would have serious effects on the program’s
solvency. o

Voluntary participation by emgloying organizations would have less
.gerious but still highly undesirable effects. The organizations most
likely to participate in an elective program would be those whose
employees as & group would stand to gain disproportionately large |
benefits in return for their contributions, such as organizations larﬁe y
made up of persons nearing retirement age or men with large families
Furthermore, many employers in the groups now excluded employ
only a few persons. The smaller the staff, the greater the probabilities
that the distribution of employees by age, sex, and family dependents
will differ from the distribution which obtains among the employee
population as a whole and therefore the greater are the possibilities : :
of adverse selection. Under a voluntary system, the employers who
pay the lowest wages and whose employees consequently may be in
greatest need of protection would be least likely to elect coverage.

- The history of voluntary social insurance indicates thet those who
most need the protection seldom participate. Usually the persons
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who choose to participate are those who can expect a large return for
their contributions and who can easily spare the money. We see no
justification whatever in offering insurance protection at -extreme
argain rates to a select group, consisting (i)rimarily of those who
recognize the opportunity for a bargain and are well able to take
advantage of it, and in requiring the covered group as a whole to
bear the cost of the differenco between what the select group pays

and what it receives.
MORE LIBERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR OLDER WORKERS

Old-age and survivors insurance now offers basic retirement pro-
tection to the majority of younger workers, but many of those in the
middle and h"igher-age groups will not be eligible for benefits when
they retire. The worker who is now young and has a whole working
lifetime of some 40 years ahead has ample opportunity to build up
credits toward meeting the present eli%igx.l‘ity requirements. Older
workers, however, have only relatively limited opportunity to build
up such credits, and many fail to.qualify who would have done go
had the program come into existence when they were young. The
Council believes that, in establishing eligibility requirements, special
allowance should be made for those who were already at the higher
ages when the system began. Liberalization of the present eligibilit,
requirements is made even more necessary if coverage is extended.
As a group, newly covered workers will have had no opportunity to
build up credits in the past and, unless some change is madc- in the
. requirements, very few of the older workers in the newly covered

ups would ever be eligible for retirement benefits.

If the effectiveness of the social-insurance method of meeting income
loss in old age is not to be unduly postponed, the period of covered
employment required for insured status will have to be substantially
reduced. It should not, of course, be reduced so far as to endanger
the character of the benefit as an earned right based on contributions
and work records. We propose as a method of reducing the require-
ments for insured status & “new start’” which will require the same
qualifying period for an older worker now as was required for a person
who was the same age when the system began operation. As pointed
out in the report which follows, this recommendation is contingent on &

broad extension of coverage.
MORE ADEQUATE BENEFITS NOW, -

The benefit amounts now being paid under the old-age and survivors
insurance program are inadequate for the security of most of the
beneficiaries. At the end of 1946 the average benefit for a retired male
worker alone was $24.90 a month, the average benefit for a retired man
and wife was $39, and the average family benefit for a widow and
two children was $48.20. If the old-age and survivors insurance pro-
gram is t) do an effective job of insuring gainfully occupied individuals
and their families against dependency in the old age or on the death of
a family breadwinner, the level of benefits must be rai..o1, .

Under the present program, benefits are computed as # _asic amount

- which is increased by 1 percent for each year in which the wage earner
received $200 or more in wages. Full-rate benefits, under this system
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of computation, will not be paid until after 1980, when those now
young will be able to retire on bencfits some 40 percent larger than
. the basic amounts payable at the beginning of the system’s operation.
The Council believes that the primary benefit should be 50 percent
of the first $75 of the average monthly wage and 15 vercent of the
remainder up to the maximum average monthly wage ($350 a month)
that can be counted toward benefits. Under this formula, the full
rate of benefits contemplated for the future would be paid at once
and the 1-percent increment would be eliminated. Without the
increment, which commits the system to an automatically increasing
level of benefits, a higher level of benefits can be paid immediately
;shan would be warranted under a formula such as that in the present -
aw. '
Our proposed benefit formula was chosen because it combines the
advantages of relatively high benefits in the low-wage brackets with
8 coniside’ll'able spread of benetit amounts for the middle- and higher-

e levels.

n addition to the revision in the benefit formula, several other
changes we recommend would have the effect of making benefits
more adequate. Extension of coverage will achieve this result for
those who move in and out of the employments now covered, since -
their future benefits will be based on all their earnings up to the maxi-
mum base rather than only on those earned in certain tyfpes of employ-
ment. By reducing the age of eligibility for women from 65 to 60,
benefits payable to & family consisting of a primary beneficiary and
his wife aged 60 to 64 would be increased immediately by 50 percent.
By raising the base for computation of benefits from the presens
$3,000 to $4,200, the benefits for workers at the higher-wage levels
will be increased somewhat in the near future and to & greater extent
as additional years elapse—an increase for which in a mature program
these workers will have paid by additional contributions. An in-
¢rease in benefits would also result from our recommendation for
basing benefits solely or. vages earned after 1948 if such wages result
in a higher average monthly wage than that derived from all wages
earned under the pro . After this “new start’” provision becomes
effective, the over-all effect of our recommendations would be to in-
crease the benefit currently awarded a retired male worker alone from
the present average of about $25 a month to an average of about $55.
An average benefit for man and wife would be about $55 a month, and
the average family benefit for a widow and two children would be
about $110. These amounts are higher than those which would be
paid under the proposed formula before the new start becomes

effective.
TEST OF RETIREMENT

The rapidly increasing number of aged in the population has made
the Council conscious of the need for modification of the present
retirement test, which prevents th:egaymenbof benefits to all who
earn $15 a month or more in covered employment. Since the time
of the passage of the original act, the number of persons aged 65 and
over has risen from somewhat more than 7.8 million to nearly 11
million. In another 25 years there may be nearly 20 million- aged
persons in the United States. In these circumstances it is purticularly
mportant that the aged make the contribution to production of

which they are capable.
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Most aged persons, it is true, do not retire voluntarily. Generally
iﬁe&k'mg, those who retire do so at the will of the employer or because
ey are unable to work. The existence of & work clause in old-age
and survivors insurance eYrobably has little effect on this basic fact,
gince few people are likely to give up full-time jobs because of the
availability of old-age and survivors insurance benefits. The present
very restrictive work clause, however, probablﬂﬂdiscourages some of
those who have retired from their regular {o from making such
contribution to production as they are capable of making. We have
therefore suggested. liberalizations in the retirement test which will
ger'noye some of the barriers to gainful activity on the part of benee
ciaries, :

The Council believes that further study of the broad problem.of
the aged in our society is desirable. We recommend that the Federal
Government establish a commission to undertake such a study. We
have in mind Lgnrt;icul».rly consideration of employment opportunities
for the aged, their adjustment to retirement, the availability of recres-.
tional facilities, housing for the sged, care for the chronically ill, and
other services. The maintenance of income for those who have
retired is only part of the provision of security for the aged.

FINANCING

A grimary consideration in evaluating proposals for social security
benefits must be the impact of their present and future costs on the
Nation's economy. The recommendations of the Council for changes
in benefits and in coverage have been made only after careful considera~
tion of the probable costs and the method for financing them. The
Council, however, would be less than frank if it failed to stresa the
difficulties. of estimating the ultimate cost of the system. Appendix
B of this report deals with the problem of esu'matinf costs and dis-
ousﬁﬁ:s ; some detail the nature and purpose of leng-range cost
estimates.

Exactly what future costs will be will depend on & number of factors
that are more or less uncertain—the proportion of men and worien
in covered employment who will reach the age of retirement, the
fropqrtlon of persons reaching the age of retirement who will have

ully insured status, the proportion of persons eligible for benefits who
will elect to work rather than retire, and the length of tim retired
persons will draw benefits. Similar questions arise in connection
with survivorship benefits.
_ Insetting the contribution rates for the system, the essential question
is probably not “What percentage of pay roll would be required at
some distant time to psy benefits equsl to the money amount provided
in the Council’s recommendations?”’ Rather it is “What percentage of
pay roll will be required to pay benefits representing about the same
gmpornon of future monthly earnings that the benefits recommended

y the Council represent of present monthly earnings?”’ If past
trends continue, monthly wage esrnings several deca.des hence wiﬁalfe
considerably larger than those of today, and benefits will probably be
revised to take these increased wages into account. The long-range
estimates presented by the Council, however, disregard the possibility
of increases in wage levels and state the costs of the proposed benefits
a8 a percentage of the pay rolls based on continuation of the wage:
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levels of the.last few years. If increasing wage levels had been as-

sumed, the costs of these benefits as a percentage of pay rolls would be

lower than those presented. Use of the level-wage assumpiion,

therefore, has the effect of allowing for liberalizations of benefi*: "3

keep pace with any increases in wa%es and pay rolls which may occur.

If wages continue to rise and such liberalizations ars not made, these

estimates overstate the cost as a percentage of pay roll and a contribu-

tion rate based on them would be too hig%\.

The percentage-of-pay-roll figures are the most important measure:
of the cial effort required to support the system and are the basis
fer determining ultimate contribution rates. Dollar figures taken alone
are misleading. For example, extending coverage to groups now
excluded would greatly increase the dollar costs because nrore Feople
would become eligible for benefits, but as indicated earlier it will
actually decrease the cost as a percentage of pay roll. As a result of
cov extension the income of the insurance system will' be in-
creased more than the outgo.’ In appendix B, however, we have
inci..ded both the dollar and the percentage-of-pay-roll figures,

As indicated in appendix B, the percentage of pay roll required
to maintain the relationship between benefits and monthly earnings
. recommended by the Council would average somewhere between 4.9
peroent and 7.3 percent of covered &ay roll under a system of nearly

universal coverage. The cost in the early years of the system is
much lower than it will be when those attaining age 65 have had a
working lifetime under the frogram in which to gain insured status.
By that time, the number of persons over age 65 will be much larger
thau at present and a much larger proportion of the aged population
will be eligible for benefits. Our estimates show that the cost of the
expanded plan in 1955 will probably be between 2.4 percent and 3.1
percent of pay rolls. In the year 2000 a program which maintains the
same- relationship between benefits and monthly earnings as the .
program now being recommended by the Council might cost from 5.9
percent to 9.7 percent of px rolls. These costs are well within the
range of costs cxpected for the program adopted in 1935 and for the
amended program of 1939. Our recommendations therefore do not
make necessary any increase in contribution rates over those con-
templatod from the beginning. -

.~ Appendix B also contains an estimate of what the Council’s pro-
posals would cost now as a percentage of covered pay rolls under a
nearly universal system, had the Council’s recommendations been in
effact over the last 100 years. These estimates are included to give
a-sense of what these recommendations would mean if they were now
fully operative. Using the estimate of the actual wages paid over
the last 100 years, such a system would cost this year from 2.4 per-
cent to 3.0 percent of pai rolls. If it were assumed that the benefits:
being paid now under such a system were based on current wage levels
rather than past wages, such & system would cost this year from 4.1

rcent to 4.9 percent. These are lower than the estimates
or the future, largely because the number of old people will be much
greater in the future than now.
Contribution rate :

.‘The Council believes that, at the time benefits are liberalized, the:

contribution rate should be raisea to 1% percent for both employees:
and employers. The present 1-percent rate has remained unchanged
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for more than 10 t‘{eam. The longer it remains unchanged, the greater
the danger that the public will fail to appreciate that in the long run
there must be a close relationship between contributions and benefits.
It is also desirable to achieve the increase in contribution rates to the
level which will eventuall% be necessary by gradual and more or less
svenly spaced changes. Even at the presont level of benefits, con-
tributors pay but a fraction of the actuarial value of the benefits to
which they are entitled. If benefits and eligibility requirements are
changed as the Council recommends, current contributions will bear -
an even smaller ratio to the actuarial value of benefits. For these
reasons, the Council halieves that the contribution rate should be
increased when benefits are liberalized. S

An incidental effect of the recommendation just outlined is that
the trust fund will continue to increase for a number of years. Changes
in the size of the trust fund, whether increases or decreases, n:;ﬁ
present certain problems of fiscal policy, the character of which wi
depend on prevailing economic conditions. The Council does not
believe that the short-range increases in the trust fund which will
result from its recommendations will confront the Govarnment with
fiscal problems that cannot be readily handled. We favor, however,
kee;i‘ing this excess of income over outgo as low as is consistent with
public understanding that in the long run there must be a close
relationship between benefits and contributions. " We believe that
the second step-up in ‘the tax rate, to 2 percent on erﬁloyer and 2
percent on employee, should not take place until actually needed to
cover curreut disbursements. co
Government participation a o

Thie Courncil believes that old-age and survivorsi: irance should be
planned on tho assumption that general taxation wili eventually share
more or less equally with employer and employee contributions in
financing future benefit outlays and admimstrative costs. Under
our recommendations, the full rate of benefits will be paid to those who
retire during the first two or three decades of operation even though
they pay only a iraction of the cost of their benefits. In a social in-
surance system, it would be inequitable to ask either employers or

-employees to finance the entire cost of liabilities arising primarily be-

cause the act had not been passed earlier than it was. Hence, it is
desirable for the Federal Government, as sponsor of the program, to
assume at least part of these accrued liabilities based on the %x;ior ,
service o” early retirants. A Government contribution would be a
recognition of the interest of the Nation as a whole in the welfare of
the aged and of widows and children. Such a contribution is par-
ticularly appropriate in view of the relief to the general taxpayer
which should result from the substitution of social insurance for part
of 'Fublic assistance. : '

he Council has suggested that the introduction of the Govern-
ment contribution be considered when the 2 percent rate for employer
and employee plus interest on the trust fund is insufficient to meet
current costs. If th- Government contribution is delayed beyond
the point at which costs begin to exceed 4 percent, the result might
well be that the contribution would never be as much as one-third
of eventual benefit outlays, because under our low-cost estimates
the annual cost of the benefits never exceeds 6 percent of pay roll
even though under the high estimates the cost reaches 9.7 percent.
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Purchasing power of benefits
For millions of persons the social security system represents a
guaranty of future security. If that guaranty is to be valid and
meaningful, the purchasing power of benefits must not be destroyad
gy(; large increases in price levels. A special obligation rests on the
vernment and all groups in the community with an interest in
the social-insurance system and in the security it offers to make sure
that monetary policies, price policies, and wage policies contribute
to the objective of preventing such ¢ Targe rise in the price level. If
the people of the Umited States are unable to prevent steep increases
- in price levels, benefits will have to be readjusted to preserve their pur-
chasing power for unless the purchasing power of the benefits is Fm-
ilnerved, the security guaranteed by the social-insurance plan will be
usory. '

IMPORTANCE OF A BROATI INFORMATIONAL PROGRAM

The Council recommends a broad informational program to give
publicity to any new amendments passed by the Congress. Under
old-age and survivors insurance, contributors have established an
equity in the trust fund. The Government as trustee has an obligation
to inform the beneficiaries of their rights. The reporting and tax

rovisions as well as the benefit provisions will affect millions hereto-
ore outside the scope of the law; unless they are fully informed of
the duties they must now assume, records will be incomplete and
the resulting confusion may tend to defeat the purpose of the extended
protection. No social-security program can be effective unless those
who are entitled to participate know their rights and obligations,
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. self-employed persons have for the last few years

RecoMMENDATIONS ON COVERAGE

1. Self-employed persons such as business and professional people,

armers, and others who work on their own account should be brought

under coverage of the old-age and survivors insurance system. Their

contributions 8 be payable on their net income from self-
employment, and their contribution rate should be 1% times

rate payable by employees. Persons who earn very low incomes
Jrom self-employment should for the present remain excluded.

The self-employed—business and professional people, farmers, and
others who work on their own account—represent more than one-
third of all persons in jobs now excluded from coverage and constitute
by far the largest single group denied the protection of the system.

ey include about 6 million persons in urban self-employment and
perhaps 6 million farmers, though the number of individuals actively
;xlliﬁge% in farm operation as a business is probably only about 3.5

on.

The desirability of extending coverage to the self-employed has
long been gener ly acknowledged. Their need for the basic protec-
tion afforded by old-age and survivors insurance is as great as that of
the groups now covered and, like persons in all other excluded groups,
they move back and forth betwoen covered and noncovered work.
The Advisory Council of 193738 recommended extension of coverage
to the self-emplg{v;led a8 soon as administratively feasible plans could
be worked out; since then, the iswsue has beea largely one of adminis~

tration.
The fact that almost all full-time and a large prol;;ortion of part-time
een req

uired to file
income-tax returns has radically changed the outlook for extending
coverage to this group. It has been demonstrated that income
reports can be obtained from the great majority of the self-employed,
and it is now apparent that the coverage of the insurance system can
be extended to them by tying in a self-reporting system for social
insurance with the income tax. Certain items now reported for
income-tax purposes can be used as the contribution base for old-age
and survivors insurance and entered on & social-security report form.,

* In the main, these items are net income from a business, profession, or

farm (schedule C of the Federal income-tax return), and from partner-,

ships, syndicates, etc. (schedule E&. .

f the contribution base for the self-employed is to be strictly
comparable to that for the groups now covered, only the net income
from self-employment attributable to personal services should be
taxable. We believe, however, that this refinement would be‘admin-
istratively impossible. The contribution base for the selfwt‘:lsloyod
can readily exclude certain t.,)'r]pes of income which are obviously not
work-connected, such as dividends, interest, annuities, capital gains
R R R A

74281—48—4
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and losses, and some types such as rental income from real -property
that largeiy arise from capital investment. Each dollar of income
from typical self-employment such as retail trade or a profession or
farming, however, is income derived Y)artélg from personal services and
partly from capital investment, combined in such a way &8 to make
any separation virtually impossible.
or many persons with relatively hign income from a business,
profession, or farming, the failure to make the distinction between
income from personal services and income from investment will be of
little significance, since that part of their income (the first $4,200 a
yoar of pst income) on which they will pay contributions may be
presumed to be derived from personal services. Self-employed per-
sons with lower incomes who yet have substantial capital invested in
their business, however, will get higher benefits and pay more in con-
tributions than they would if it were possible to tax only their income
from personal services. ‘

One of the reasons for our recommending that self-employed per-
sons contribute at a rate of 1% times the employee-contribution rate
rather than at the combined rate for employer and employee is the fact
that some of them will be paying on income from capital investment as
well as on income from personal services. Moreover, if they were
required to pay twice the normal employee rate, the high-income self-
employed persons who contributed over a long period might be “over-
- charged” for their coverage in relation to what they would have to pay

for comparable protection under private insurance. The later retire-

ment age which characterizes the self-emtployed will lengthen their

contribution period, reduce the number of years they receive retire-
ment benefits, and result in savings to the trust fund. As a reasonable
compromise, we recommend that the self-employed person—who is at
once his own employer and employee—should contribute at 1% times
the employee rate. ]

- The Council believes that, at the outset, extension of coverage to
the self-eraployed should be limited to those at income levels to which
the requirement for filing Federal income-tax returns has applied,
i. e., those with gross annual incomes of at least $500. We therefore
recommend exclusion of those whoes self-employment yields gross
income of less than $500 or & net income of less than $200. , Sctting
& minimum net income for coverage in addition to 8 minimur gross
income will prevent a large volume of returns from persons who earn
80 little from self-employment that they could not qualify for benefits,
This exclusion will avoid vx;morting with respect to inconsequential
amounts of income and will avoid collecting contributions at an
ex;égnse out of all proportion to the benefits afforded.

e advocate limiting coverage to those who have been required
to file income-tax returns in the past. The coverage of the old-
age and survivors insurance system should not vary with changes
in the income-tax exemption. The Treasury Department should re-
quire returns for social-security purposes from anyone who has a gross
income of $500 or more and net income of at least $200, regardless of
changes in income-tax requirements. '

The application of & retirement test for the self-employed presents
special and difficult problems. This is one of the reasons for the
recommendation in proposal 19 that benefits be paid at age 70 or over
without reduction for earnings. Since many self-employed persons

w}iﬁ
* R
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remain at work-until at or near age 70, the application of the retire-
ment test only to beneficiaries under that age will avoid the need to
make miany of the more difficult administrative determinations con-
nected with such a test. The work clause for those between 65
and 70 will, of course, have to be modified for the seif-employed in
view of the fact that their income will be reported annually.

2. Coverage of the old-age and survivors insurance system should be

extended to farm employees
- During the course of & year about 3.5 million agricultural workers
are excluded from old-age and survivors insurance. The social
desirability of extending coverage to these workers has long been a
matter of common agreement, and it is now evident that adminis-
trative considerations no longer constitute an important barrier to
their receiving the protection of the system. The Treasury Depart~
ment and the Social Security Administration have developed plans
which the Council believes are workable, although reporting problems
mgly be difficult in the early years. .
he Treasury Department in cooperation with the Social Security
Administration should be left free to select the method of collecting
contributions for these workers. Although we believe that either the
stamp system or some modification of the present reporting plan
would be practicable, we believe that it would be a mistake at this
oint to stipulate the exact method to be used and ‘thus preclude
urther study by the agencies, concerned. .

Wages credited toward benefits should include wages-in-kind, when
substantial. Without credits for wages-in-kind, many farm workers
would be ineligible for benefits, and the benefit amounts for which
many others could qualify would be very small. Although evaluati
wa%)es-m—.kmd may prove difficult at the outset, the same type o
problem is now being met satisfactorily for groups covered under the
present system. Wage credits of workers in restaurants, hotels, and
cafeterias and of maritime workers, building superintendents, and
resident managers, among others, already include wages-in-kind.
Minimum presumptive schedules setting the value of the more im-~-
portant ty?es of wages-in-kind, such as regular meals and lodging,
might be of assistance to farm workers andeﬁxeir em loiers in report~
ing wages. Inconsequential facilities or privileges, wgic might create
a reporting nuisance out of all proportion to their significance, should
be excluded. .

8. Coverage of the old-age and survivors insurance system should be
extended to household workers

The 2.5 million persons who work in héusehold employment during
the course of a year should be covered under old-age and survivors
insurance. They need social insurance protection fully as much as
does any other group, and the Council believes that it is now adminis-
tratively feasible to extend protection to them.

Though there was ample reason at the outset to postpone under-
 taking the special problems of including household workers in the
system, the administrative agencies are now in a position to deal ade-

uately with these problems. A strong argument for the delay was
the difficulty anticipated in collecting wage reports and contributions
from the employers of domestic workers. Since employers may be
expected to outnumber employees in this area, the relatively high
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costs and administrative problems generally associated with obtain-
ing reports from small employers will be heavily concentrated here.
The Social Security Administration and the Treasury Department,
however, have now had 11 years of experience in collecting wage
reports and contributions from small employers, and the administra-
tive machinery of the insurance system functions satisfactorily for
these small establishments. In the first quarter of 1946, for example
employers with only one employee represented one-fourth of the total
number who reported for purposes of old-age and survivors insurance.

In the early years of coverage for household workers, some diffi-
culties may arise from delinquency in the payment of contributions
and from incomplete understanding of the program by household
workers and their employers. We believe, however, that these
problems can be solved fully as effectively and quickly as weére the
very ((fonsiderable problems met when the present program was
started. '

As we indicated with respect to farm workers, we believe that,
for household workers, substantial wages-in-kind in the form of meals
and lodging should be reported and recorded as wuﬁe credits, but
that wages-in-kind of relatively small value should be disregarded.
As in the case of farm workers, also, the administrative agencies
concerned should be left free to decide on the methods to be used for
collecting wage information and contributions.

4. Employment for nonprofit inetitutions now excluded from coverage

" under old-age and survivors insurance program should be

brought under the program, except that clergymen and members of
religious orders s continue to be excluded.® '

Approximately & million employees of nonprofit organizations are
at present denied the protection of the old-age and survivors insurance
program. Almost half are in the service of charitable organizations,
one-fourth are in educational institutions, and another fourth work in
religious institutions, These employees include not only professional
persons such as nurses, teachers, and clergymen, but also office
- workers, laboratory assistants, janitors, and maids.

The extension of coverage to employees of nonprofit or%anizationa
presents no administrative difficulties end the need for old-age and
survivors insurance protection of these workers and their families is
as great as for workers who are now covered. Especially when they
work in nonprofessional jobs, the tasks and earnings of employees of
nonprofit organizations, as well as the extent to which they move
from one job to another, are equally characteristic of industrial and
commercial workers. .

Probably not more than two-fifths of the employees of nonprofit
organizations are covered by any formal retirement plan and very few
of such plans extend protection to survivors. Moreover, in general,
the right to pensions from the private plans is contingent on long
periods of service, hence, persons who transfer from one nonprofit
organization to another or between nonprofit and other organizations,
m% forfeit all retirement rights. « .

- Although many cl en are covered by retivement programs, in
some denominations the lower-paid clergymen do not participate,
while benefits for those who do are often inadequate; more serious,

$ Two members of the Councll faver extension of coverage to the nonprofit group on an elective basis,
for reasons given in appendix E. ' -
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however, is the fact that few lay employees of churches have any
assurance of economic secarity in their old age (;lwou%lf staff pension
plans. Not more than half the college teachers of the Nation actuall
- participate in retirement systems, and in f)rivate colleges most suc
systems do not cover nonteaching personnel. Coverage under old-age
and survivors insurance can and should be effected for teachers,
. employecs of charitable and scientific organizations, and lay employees
of churches, without impairing any of the rights which individuals may
have built up under private systems.

Leaders of relifious, charitable, scientific, and educational organi-
zations apparently agree on the desirability of providing proiection
under old-age and survivors insurance for employees of these institu-
tions. Some, however, have feared that an extension of the com-
pulsory insurance system to employment for religious institutions
might impair religious freedom by undermining the 1irinciple of the
separation of church and state. Others evidently feel that a tax on
employers under the Federal Insurance Contributions Act would tend
to weaken the traditional tax-exempt status of such institutions,

The members of the Council are ynanimous in believing that free-
dom of religion should be protected, but we are convinced that a tax

on employment—a function which employers in the nonprofit area
have in common with all others—for the special purpose of giving
equal social insurance protection to all employees would in no way
imply or lead to Government control over the performance of the
religious function. To make it absolutely clear that the legislation
is not concerned with the performance of religious duties, we recom-
mend that persons directly engaged in religious duties, such as clergy-
men and members of religious orders, remain exempt from coverage
under the program. Our recommendation would extend coverage
only ‘o lay personnel who perform services which are secular mn
character.

"Ne also believe that public encouragement of religious, charitable,
scientific, and educational enterprise should be continued through

reservation of the traditional tax-exempt status of such institutions.
hat encouragement, however, would be better expressed, we believe,
by extending social insurance protection to their employees than by
continuing to deny it. Employers in the nonprofit field are at a cone
siderable disadvantage in the labor market because they cannot offer
retirement and survivorship protection, hence, coverage exclusion
" handicaps these organizations and fails to promote their services to
the community. '

Religious, charitable, scientific, and educational organizations,
which have been traditionally exempt fron: taxation on income and
property dedicated to the purposes which the community wishes to
promote, can and should continue to enjoy their traditional tax
exemption when the old-age and survivors insurance program is
extended to their employees. It has long been customary to require
such institutions to pay certain types of special assessments for prop-
er'y improvement, to pay Federal excise taxes, and in some States to
pey the local and State taxes on commodities which they use. Even

-1n some States with exclusive State funds, they have been required to
cerry workmen’s compensation insurance. The use of Government
co.npulsion in connection with these special taxes and levies has not
led to taxation on the property and general income of these institu-
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tions. Moreover, many organizations such as- trade-unions, trade
associations, fraternal and beneficial organizations, and the like,
which are exempt from the Federal income tax and certain other
taxes, pay the old-age and survivors Insurance contribution without
appearing to be in danger of losing their exemptions under other laws.

Id-age and survivoss insurance levies a special-purpose tax on the
function of employment. The dproceeds are automatically appro-
priated to a trust fund dedicated to benefits for those who have con-
tributed. It has always been clear that it is a special kind of tax
which should not serve as a precedent for other forms of taxation any
more than would a special assessment levied by a local government.
We belisve, however, that Congress should indicate its intent that the
taxation of ponproﬁt organizations for old-age and survivors insurance
in no way implies a departure from the principle of promoting the
function of these organizations through tax exemtption and that a
major reason for extending protection to this area o empioyment is to
ass18t these institutions in fulfilling their purpose.

6. Note~—~The enactment of Public Law 426 by the Eightieth Congress has
strengthened and improved the Civil Service Retirement Act. Some 500,000
Federal workers ¢ remain outside the coverage of any retirement system, how-
ever, and neither retirement nor survivorshilg protection is afforded Federal
employees with less than § years of service. Fstimates developed from prewar
employment iigures indicate that, in general, only about 60 percent of all persons
entering Federal service remain for 5 years or more.

Persons who leave Federai service after having been employed for as much as
5 years but less than 20 years may elect to withdraw their contributions instead
of accepting a deferred annuity. When they so elect, they lose all retirement
protection under the Civil Service Retirement Act. Whatever survivorship
protection an individual may have acquired under the civil-service plan lapses

as soon as he leaves the Federal service. A
Olu-age and survivors insurance coverage should be extended immedi-
ately to the employees of the Federal Government and s instrumentalities
who are now excluded from the civil-service retirement system. As a
temporary measure designed to give protection to the short-term Govern~
ment worker, the wage credits of all those who die or leave Federal em-
il nt with less than & yeas’ service should be transferred to old-age ~
and survivors insurance. e Congress should direct the Social Security
Administration and the agencies administering the various Federal retire-
ment programs to devfll;)lp a permanent plan for extendirg old-age and
survivors insurance to all Federal civilian employees, whereby the benefits
and contributions of the Federal retirement systems would supplement the
protection of old-age and survivors insurance and provids combined bene-
at least equal to  0se now peyable under special retirement systems.
The Advisory ¢ ouncil believes that the civil-service retirement
system—which now covers about 1.5 million workers—should be
maintained as a supplementary retirement system because of its
importance in furthering the efficient conduct of the business of
overnment. The civil-service retirement system performs the
uuction of a private staff-pension plan. For this function to be
performed successfully and for the Government to meet the obliga-
tions created by its corapulsory retirement of its employees, beunefits
larger than those payab?e under the general old-age and survivors
insurance system must be provided. Hence, nothing should be done
to weaken the Federal civil-service retirement system., :

¢ This figure includes an unknown number of foreign nationals,
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We are convinced, however, that extension of the coverage of old-
age and survivors insurance to all Federal civilian employees (includ-
ing those, other than foreign nationals, who are employed outside the
United States) would strengthen rather than weaken the civil-service
system. Such extension would remedy three major defects in the
. protection now afforded Federal employees—the lack of adequate

survivorship protection, the lack of continuity of protection for those
who move in and out of Government service, and the exclusion of
many Federal workers from any Government retirement system,

The survivor Lenefits provided by Public Law 426 (80th Cong., 2d
sess.), while of considerable value for long-term workers, are quite
inadequate for the survivors of workers with relatively short periods
of Federal service. First, no monthly survivor benefits are payable
unless the employee has had at least 5 years’ service. nd,
survivor benefits are very small if the employee has had only a short
period of service and annual wages at about the current average.
Thus, the widow of a Federal employes who had 5 years of service and
an average annual salary of $3,000 would receive & monthly gayment
of about $11, and his child’s monthly payment would be about $6.
The Federal employee, like all others, needs survivorship protection
based on the insurance principle of full protection for the young
worker as well as for the older age groulgs. A

As noted above, persons who leave Federal employment with less
than § years’ service receive only a refund of their contributions to
the civil-sefvice retirement system, while those who leave after 5
years but before 20 years of service have the option of receiving
either & refund of their contributions or a deferred annuity. Almost
20 percent of all Federal cmployees leave in their first year of Gov-
ernment employment and another 10 percent leave during the second
year. According to data developed from prewar histories, only about
one-third stay on to retirement. The time spent in Federal employ-
ment, moreover, reduces the possibility of obtaining adequate protec-
tion under old-age and survivors insurance. Extension of old-age
and survivors insurance coverage to Federal employment would pro-
vide continuing protection for these short-time workers as well as for
career omployees. : -

The 560,000 persons who are now working for the Federal Govern-
ment in civilian jobs and who are not covered by any Federal retire-
ment program represent nearly one-fourth of the total of all Federal
employees. The group includes some postal workers, and certain
temporary, part-time, contract, and piecework employees.

Pending the development of a suitable plan, recommended by the
-agencies concerned, for extending old-age and survivors insurance
coverage to all empioyees (except foreiga nationals) and congressional
action on such general extension, coverage should be extended imme-
diately to the employees of the Federal Government and its instru-
mentalities who are not now covered under any system. Old-age
and survivors insurance coverage would be particularly valuable to
meny employees in this group because they are temporary or part-
time workers who may ordinarily work in employment now covered
under old-age and survivors insurance. :

In addition, we advocate some immediate provision for the employee
whose Federal service is too short to furnish protection under the
civil-gervice retirement systera, even though he is covered by that



22 OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE

system. Accordingly, as a temporary measure, pending complete
‘extension of coverage to all Federal workers, we recommend that—
when separated from Federal service, whether by death, resignation, -
or dismissal before having served for 5 years—the Federal employee
‘receive appropriate wage credits under old-age and survivors insur-
ance for his Federal service.

When the employee leaves the service, he should receive a refund
of his contributions to the civil-service retirement system, less an
amount equal to the eniployee contribution which he would have paid
on his wage credits if he had been contributing toward old-age and
survivors 1nsurance. The latter amount should be transferred to the
Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund, and this
transfer of credits and contributions should be irrevocable. In
addition, the Federal Government, through an annual appropriation
by the Congress, should pay the old-age and survivors insurance trust
fund the employer’s share of the contributions which would have been
-collected for old-age and survivors insurance with respect to the wage
credits given for Federal service. To be eligible for full civil-service
retirement benefits if he later returns to Federal service, the employee
should be requived, after completing 5 years of total service, to re-
deposit the full amount of his previous contributions to the civil
service retirement and disability fund. In some such instances, he
will thus have duplicate credits for the same period of service. In a
temporary plan, however, this duplication does not seem serious, since
the employee will have paid for his credits under each program.

When the employee dies during his first 5 years of service, the cld-
age and survivors mnsurance trust fund should be reimbursed for the
cost of that part of the benefits payable to his survivors which is
attributable to his civil-service wages. This reimbursement should
be based on recommendations by the Civil Service Commission and
Social Security Administration as to the most equitable method for
such reimbursement.

This proposal falls short of an adequate permanent solution to the
roblem. II)t, does nothing, for example, for persons who, on leaving
ederal service after 5 years, elect to take an immediate refund rather

than a deferred annuity; it also fails to provide survivorship protec- -
“tion for those who leave Federal service. A temporary measure
obviously cannot avoid all possible situations in which hardship may
develop. The measures we l[])ropos;e are & stopgap to prevent the most
glaring anomalies, until such time as complete old-age and survivors
msurance coverage of Federal employees, with appropriate supple-
‘mentation by the civil-service retirement system, can be adopted.

6. Note.—Like the civil-service retirement system, the Railroad Retirement Act
has recently been substantially revised. The amendments of 1946 (Public Law.
572, 79th Cong.) established survivorship protection for railroad workers based
on a combination of their earnings in the railroad industry and in employment
covered by old-age and survivors ingurance, under eligibility and benefit provisions
closely resembling those of old-age and survivors insurance. ' No such coordina-
tion, however, is provided for retirement protection under the two programs,
hence workers with earnings from both railroad employment and employment
covered by old-age and survivors insurance, but with only a relatively few years
in either one, may receive considembl‘y lower retirement benefits in relation to

their contributions than they would if all their employment had been covered
under one program or the other. The extent of shifting between the two employ-

ment areas is substantial.
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- The Congress should direct the Sociael Security Administration and
ﬂwRailr%RatifemmBoardtoundoﬂakeaa to determine the most
praciicable and equitable method of making the railroad retirement system
supplementary to the basic old-age and survivors insurance program,
Benefits and contributions of the railroad retirement system s%uld be
adjusted to supplement the basic protection afforded by old-age and sur-
pivors insurance, 8o that the combined protection of the two programs
would at least equal that under the Railroad Retirement Act. P
* The railroad retirement system developed out of special conditions
on the railroads and has a distinctive hustory. It grew out of, and
superséded, many private pension plans which had existed in_the
mﬁmad industry, and through its adoption the protection which
formerly had been afforded to only a limited number of railroad
workers was made available to all. ,The ﬁ;'gt,ection against old ago
and premature death provided by the railroad retirement program
is generally more liberal than that provided under old-age and sur-
vivors insurance, and long-service railroad workers are insured against
the risk of permanent and total disability. Moreover, the contribu-
tions of the railroad program are considerably larger than those now
payable under old-age and survivors insurance. : -

%V'hi]e the railroad program provides adequately for the workers
who remain in the industry during their entire working lifetimes,
‘inadequate protection is given in some instances to those who move
between railroad and other employment. That this movement -is
very large is indicated by a comparison of the total number of workers
employed by the railroads during a year with the average number at
work at any one time. While average railroad emﬁziyment in 1945
was nearly 1.7 million, about 3.1 million individuals had some railroad
earnings during the year. Thus, for every 100 railroad- employe¢s
working at a given time in 1945, 183 acquired railroad-retirement
credits in that year;in 1940 this ratio was 100 to 140. During 1937-46
probably about 4,000,000 persons had wage credits under both rail-
road retirement and old-age and survivors insurance; this grou
represents more than half the workers (approximately 7,000,000
with wage credits under the Railroad Retirement Act during the
10-year, period. . =

xtension of old-age and survivors insurance to railroad emplt:{ees’
would prevent losses in protection that may now result from these
shifts in employment. It would also ‘Erevent the disproportionately
high total of benefits which may result from shifting employment in
some cases., Such cases arise when a higher-émid worker employed
for the most part in the railroad industry, and so eligible for sub-
stantial railroad benefits, acquires enough credit under old-age and
survivors insurance to qualify for benefits under that &)rogram also
and receives the advantage of the weighting in the benefit formula of
the latter program which 1s intended to favor lower-paid workers.

The railroad-retirement program gives railroad workers vested
rights in retirement benefits regardless of the length of time they are
employed. Thus, unlike Government employees, employees of non-~
profit organizations, and members of the armed forces, railroad workers
are certain to qualify for at least some benefits under at least one
retirement system. Nevertheless, we believe that employees who
spend all or part of their working lives in the railroad industry should

74281—48—08
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have all their employment credited under the old-age and survivors
insurance ﬁrogram; otherwise, some railroad workers will contribute
substantially toward that pro without qualifying for its benefits.
Furthermore, during the early years of the old-age and survivors
insurance program, some persons who work for only a few years in
railroad employment will have less in combined protection than they
would if they had been under old-age and survivors insurance con-
tinuously. ~

If the basic protection of old-age and survivors insurance were
extended to railroad employment, supplementary benefits under the
railroad program would be needed to prevent railroad workers from
receivm%lless retiremenv and disability protection than is now avail-
able to them. If the survivor benefits of old-age and survivors insur-
ance are increased as we propose, they would be higher than survivors
benefits under the present Railroad Retirement Act.

We believe that the basic differences between the structures of the
retiroment benefits under old-age and survivors insurance and the
Railroad Retirement Act preclude any coordination short of extendi
old-age and survivors insurance coverage to railroad workers an
making the Railroad Retirement Act a su?plementary program. In
our opinion, a satisfactory plan can be developed for extending old-age
and survivors insurance to all railroad employees and thus stren;t’i-
ening the protection now afforded railroad workers. A report on such
a plan should be made to Congress at the earliest practicable date.

Extension of old-age and survivors insurance to railroad employees
and making the railroad system supplementary to old-age and sur-
vivors insurance would result in lower pay-roll contributions by rail-
road workers and their employers for the same protection as at present
if, as we propose, old-age and survivors insurance is ultimately
financed in part by appropriations from general revenues.

7. Old-age and survivors insurance coverage should be extended to mem-
bers of the armed forces, including those stationed outside the United

Although the career serviceman is eligible for retirement benefits
after 20 years of service, the person who spends a shorter period in
the armed forces is seriously handicapped by the fact that his military
or naval service is not covered under old-age and survivors insurance,
At his death his survivors may not be eligible for any benefits, since
protection of peacetime servicemen under the proixlxms for veterans
ceases immediately on discharge from service; while if he lives to
retirement age, he may fail to be eligible for retirement benefits under
either old-age and survivors insurance or one of the special retirement
plans; In other cases, benefits will be payable only under old-n.ﬁe
and survivors insurance and at a greatly reduced rate because of the
time spent in the armed forces. Extension of old-age and survivors
insurance to the armed forces will give continuous basic protection
both to the career serviceman and to those with shorter periods of
military or naval service.

We believe that an adequate staff system affording retirement and
survivorship protection for peacetime servicemen is essential to main-
taining a strong and efficient military establishment. Although
benefits payable under service retirement systems and the programs
for veterans should be adjusted to supplement the basic benefits

-
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_ payable under old-sge and survivors inaurance, nothinﬁ should be
one to weaken the military steff retirement system. The combined
protection under the various programs should at least equal that
afforded servicemen at present. . :
‘Wage credits under old-age and survivors insurance for personnel
of the armed forces should ropresent the amount of remuneration
actually ‘received, including the cash value of perquisites and the
amount of allowances to the extent that such perquisites and allow-
ances can be regarded as remuneration for services performed. Per-.
quisites furnished and. allowances paid solely in consideration of the
serviceman’s dependents, however, probably cannot be so r:Earded,
since they do not vary with the grade of the serviceman or the type
of services performed. o
The Federal Government, as the employer, should pay the equiva-
lent of the employer. tax under the Federal Insurance Contributions
Act, and the servicemen themselves should bear the cost of the em-
ployee contribution. Servicemen should have the same interest and
staf(’e in the system that other covered workers have, and the contrib-
utory character of the basic insurance program should be maintained.

8. The Federal Government should enter into voluntary agreements with
the States for the extension of old-age and survivors insurance to
the employees of State and local governments, except that employees
engaged in proprietary activities should be covered compulsorily

Voluntary. coverage of a limited group under an otherwise com-

ulsory social insurance system is ordinarily undesirable and unwise,

nder a system such as old-age and survivors insurance, in which
benefits are not directly related to the value of the contributions i)aid,
voluntary participation is likely to result in disproportionately large
benefits for those who elect coverage. Even if voluntary partici-
pation is limited to entire groups of workers, the organizations that
elect coverage are likely to be those in which most employees are
persons nearing retirement age or men with large families. The
smaller the organization, of course, the greater the danger of this -

“adverse selection.” .

Because of the apparent constitutional barrier aFaim,t Federal
taxation of the States, however, coverage of the employees of State
and lotal governments, except for those engaged in proprietary
functions, will have to be on a voluntary basis unless these Govern-
ment employees are to be denied the protection of the Federal program,
Because of this fact, and because a clear need exists fcr old-age and
survivors insurance protection of these employees, the Council believes
that a voluntary plan should be offered to State and local governments
in their capacity as employers.

Coverage can and should be extended on a compulsory basis to
Government employees engaged in proprietary—as opposed to Govern-
ment—functions of the employing units. Proprietary activities
include, for example, State liquor stores, municipal subway systems,
and other public utilities that are owned and operated by the Govern-
ment unit. Compulsory. extension of coverage to these egoufs
appears to raise no constitutional questions and would immediately
give 150,000 to 200,800 "workers the advantages of basic socia]
1surance protection. S :

Under a voluntary sys adverse selection occurs when coverage
is elected by only a part of the total employee group and that part 1s
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‘not representative of the entire group. Such selection can be con-

trolled to some extent by restricting em&!)oyer’c latitude of choice
in determining coverage of the plan. The Council, therefore, recom-
mends that coverage be permitted only when elected for all employees
within an occupational or departmental group. Thus, when coverage
is extended to & government department, bureau, or other administra-
tive division of the State or of a locality, all employees of the depart-
ment would have to be covered. coverage 18 extended to an
occupational group, all employees of a State or of. a local government
unit who are engaged in the specified type of work (such as teachers,
typists, truck drivers, janitors) would have to be covered.

As further assurance that the covered group will contain a reasonably
representative distribution of risks, coverage should be permitted only
if one-fourth of the employees of the State or local government (suc
as & county, township, municipality, or school district) are brought
into the program. This requirement would probably be adequate
for the laxger local government units, but a more restrictive one is
recommended for localities with less than 400 employees. If the
locality has less than 400 but more than 100 exnployees, coverage would
have to be elected for at least 100 employees. If the local govern-
ment unit has 100 or fewer employees, all would have to be covered.
. Itis recommended that agreements be entered into only with States,
although political subdivisions of tne State should be permitted to
participate. A State entering into an agreement would assume the
responsibilities of an employer under old-age and survivors insurance;
that is, the State, both for itself and for those of its political sub-
divisions which participate in the agreement, would collect and trans-
mit to the Federal Government wage information and contribiutions.
The fact that the Federal Government would deal only with the
States would greatly reduce an otherwise heavy administrative burden.
Since the agreements would be voluntary, no question of the Federal
right to levy a tax on States and localities would be raised. f

As of April 1947, nearly 4,000,000 employees of States, political

" subdivisions of States, and instrumentalities of State and local govern-,

ments were _excluded from old-age and survivors insurance., The
average earnings of these employees as a ruie are somewhat lower

_than those in private industry. The average monthly salary durin%,;

April 1947 was $160.for nonschool employees and $185 for schoo
employees as compared with an average monthly wagse of about $205
in manufacturing industries.
Almost half the total number of State and local employees are not
covered under any retirement system, and of those who are so covered,
robably about four-fifths lack adequate survivorship protection.
he nced of this group for the protection of the old-age and survivors
insurance program is clear. An equally important reasov for extend-
ing old-age and survivors insurance to employees of State and local
governments is to give public workers continuous protection when
they shift from one government uiit to another, or between govern-
ment units and private industry. Existing State and local staff
retirement systems are designed primarily for those who continue in
the service of the particular unit until their ratirement; the majority
of those who leave the service before retirement age normally forfeit
any rights to retirement benefits they may have acquired. Similarly,
persons who enter Government employment from private industry.
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may lose all or part of the protection they have acquired under old-
age and survivors - nee. “ ‘

- Althoughjohom and local government agencies are more
stable than in many arees of private industry, there is nevertheless

s substantial turn-over.’ In April 1946, & typical month, 3.4 million -

persons were employed by State and local governments, while durin
the whole year about 4.3 million were so employed. Thus, sev.
hundred thousand had temporary employment in these units, or
shifted from permanent government jobs to work in cther fields.
In 1944, about one-seventh of all nonscl]mol employment for State and
local government units wes on a part-time basis and about one-sighth
of all State and local employment was tem . Even for the
gegn;nent, ﬁ;ll-time jobs, the annual turn-over probably ranges from
percent. , ,

. Many proposals iously sdvanced for covering these workers
tave_ adyoeated m, oa either a issive or a mandatory
. basis, various limited groups of State and local employeces, apparently

in. fear that coverage under old-age and survivors insurance would
weaken or even completely destroy their State and local retirement
system. As pointed cut in the Council’s recommendations for cover-
age of Federal and railroad employees, retirement systems supple-
mentary to old-agu and survivors insurance perform a valuable and
necessary function. When coverage is extended to State and local

- employees who are members of staff retirement systems, those systems

can be adjusted to supplement the basi: 1d-age aud survivors in-
surance benefits, Private ‘employers have demonstrated that such
adjustments can be made satisfacborilgeand without any loss in total
retirement protection. The Council believes that in light of (a) the
incontrovertible" merit of the retention and development of sup-
plementary plans, (b, the fact that employees under ‘industrial
pension systems did not suffer losses in benefits attributable to adjust-
ment to the old-age and survivors insurance program, and (c) the
fact that State and local governments have recognized the need for,
and taken action to provide, retirement protection for their em-
ployees, any fear that the availability of old-age and survivors
msurance will lead government unis to reduce the total protection
afforded their employees is unjustified. : ‘
8. A commission should be established to determine the kind of social-

security protection appropriate to the possessions of the United

The social insurance and public assistance provisions of the Social
Security Act do not at present apply to Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, or other possessions of the United States, even though
the livelihood and security of the people of such possessions are bound
‘up with the United States economy. The kind of social-security pro-
tection to be afforded to these people should be based on detailed
studies of economic and social conditions in the islands. Matters
that require investigation include wage rates, regularity of employ-
ment, extent of unemployment, incidence of illness, and the nature
of public assistance and public-health provisions now administered
by the insular governmentas. ‘

The extended inquiry which would be called for, particularly since

areas outside the continental United Statee are involved, is believed
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by the Council to bo beyond its function. For this reason the Counail
pro that a special commission be establishad yo make such inquiry
and recommend appropriste social-security tion. The ¢om-
mission should represant the public, including residents of

the possessions, as well as agencies such as the Foderal Security Agency

and the Departments of Labor, Agriculture, Interior, Commerce, and

Treasury, which either have a special interest in the islands or would

normally concern themselves with the problems at issue.

10. The definition of wages as containad in section 209 (a) of the Social
Security Act, as-amended, and section 1486 (a) of subchapter A
. of chapter 9 of the Internal Revenue ¢ be amended to
specify that such wages shall include all tips or gratuities cus-
tomarly received by an employee from a customer of an employer
Tips or gratuities paid directly to an employee by a customer of
an employer, but not “‘accounted for” by tg\e employee to the em-
ployer, are not row included in wages as defined for benefit and
contribution purposes. Only a small part of all tips are now accounted
for. Consequently, substantial num of workers in such service
industries as hotels, resiaurants, barber shops, and beauglparlors are
denied the degree of protection they would acquire if all such pay-
ments were included in thair wage records. Some workers may fail
to qualify for benefits because, except for tips, their remuneration is
inconsequential. This condition is especially illogical since tips are
frequen ly contemplated 'n the wage contract, are earned in the
service of the employer, and are received for services generally recog-
nized as performed in the interost of the employer.
| Tipis\/[ are included i; tam?}e t’lilncé)me unde:h e Federal income-tax
aw. Moreover, in about n States, such paymegt: gg-._msoﬂed_ rted
under the State unemployment issurance laws on'?‘x:'ore inclusive
basis than under the program of old-sge and survivors ingaratioe.
Estimates indicate that full inclusion of tips and gratuities would
sharply increase the w?e credits of approximately a million workers
now covered by the old-age and survivors insurance program.. The
increase for roughly two-thirds of that number would amount to about
40 percent of their w, as reported under present interpretation of
the law. According to Department of Commerce estimates, $183,000,-
000 was paid in tips in 1939; $196,000,000 in 1940; $238,000,000 in
1941; $308,000,000 in 1942; and $396,000,000 in 1943. If a similar
rate of increase continued after 1943, as seems likely during years of
high prices, the totai amount now paid in tips might well exceed half a
biﬁion dollars a year. The inclusion of such additional sums in the
wage credits of approximately a million workars in covered service
industries would clearly have an important eifect on their benefits
rights and their contributions to the trust fund.
~_In the absence of an exact reporting of tips by persons receiving
them, it would be possible to permit employers to report a reasonable
estimate of the tips received by their employees, as is now done under
some of the State unemploymsnt insurance laws. In making such
estimates, the employer would take into account the volume of busi-«
ness handled by the employee, the tips reported by other employees,
the type of establishment, and any other pertinent factors. The
employer should not be held responsible for any inaccurate Wrtmg
of tips by his employees, however, and should be protected from

BRSNS
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penalties on this account. Procedural and administrative questions
could be settled by appropriate regulations designed to implement

the intent of the law. :
Adeption of this rersmmendation, the Council believes, would

bring the contributions paid and the benefita received by a large
number of people more nearly in line with their actual earnings, thus
ending £n mecﬁxity to persons whose employment is covered by the
program but who receive much of their remuneration for such employ-
ment in a form not now considered wages. It would also result in
greater uniformity in interpretation of wages in laws relating to income
taxes, unemployment insurance, and old-age and survivors insurance:

REcOMMENDATIONS ON ELIGIBILITY

11. To permit a larger proportion of older workers, particularly those
newly covered, to %alzfy Jor benefits, the regmrements Jor filly
insured status should be 1 quarter of coverage ° for each 2 calendar
quarters elapsing after 1948 or after the quarter in which the
individual attains the age of 21, whichever 18 later, and before
the quarter in which he attains the c(ltge of 66 (60 for women)
or dies. Quarters of coverage earned at any time after 1936
should count toward meeting this requirement. A minimum of §

rtere of coverage should be required and a worker should be

}uuﬁy and permanently insured if he has 40 quarters of coverage.

In cases of death before January 1, 1949, the requirement should
continue to be 1 quarter of coverage for each 2 calendar quarters
elapsing after 1936 or after the quarter in which the age of 81

was aitained, whichever 18 later, and before the quarter in which

the individual attained the age of 66 or died. -

The Council recommends a “new start” in the eligibility require-
ments which will require the same qualifying period for an -older.

worker now g6 was réequired for & n who was the same age when
the system began operation. ‘Aer;JB:rkers who will have attained

e 62 before the middle of 1949 would be insured with the minimum

of 6 quarters of coverage, just as workers of the same .age in 1937

could be insured with the minimum number.

A major reason for the fact that the old-age and survivors insurance
program has been slow in replacinff public assistance as the chief
method of meeting income loss in old age is the difficulty which older

people face in meeting the present eligibility requirements. Eleven

years after the inauguration of the program only about 20 percent of

“he population aged 65 and over is either insured under the program

or receiving benefits. : :
Eligibility requirements for the older workers as difficuli to meet as

those of the present program (24 quarters of coverage will be required
under present provisions for those attaining age 65 in the fivst quarter
of 1949) mean an unwarranied postponement of the effectiveness of
the insurance method in furnishing income for the aged. In a con-
tributory social insurance system, asin a irivate pension plan, workers
already old when the program is started should have their past service
taken into account. The unavailability of records of past service
prevents giving actual credits under old-age and survivors insurance for

# As under the present program, s calendar quarter in which the worker has $50 or more in earnings from
covered employment, ' ! .

i



30 OLD-AGR AND -SURVIVORS INSURANCE

employment and wages before the coverage becomes effective, but
a@tﬂf} requirements and the benefit formula can and should take .
prior service into account m,m tively. To pay benefits to all the
the. "\gmwﬁmdf S aystomnmight endanger tho chamcter-of
e ina tion o sys ight en e 0
the benefit based on contributions and work records, but in getting the
system started, it is img:mnt to make due allowance for those who,
because of age, will probably continue at work for only a short period.
* All persons who reached age 62 before the middle of the year in
which the system began to operate (1937) could be fully insured under
the present act if they acquired six quarters of coverage. Those who
attained age 62 in the third or fourth quarters of 1937 needed 7
quarters, and so on, while, as indicated above, those attaining age 65
in the first quarter of 1949 will need to have had 24 quarters. After
1956, under the present provisions, all persons who had attained age
21 before 1937 will need the maximum oﬁuirement of 40 quarters.
. Unless the present provisions are modified, all persons covered for
the first time 1n January 1949 who are less than 57 years old will have
to have 10 years of coverage before they can become eligible for retire-
ment benefits, while even those aged 65 will need six more years of
steady employment befors they can receive benefits. A “new start,”
treating those newly covered workers in the same way that the pro-
gram treated other occupational groups when they were first covered,
seems reasonable and fair. o
. While it would theoretically be possible to liberalize requirements
vnly for newly covered workers and to retain the present provisions for
all others, this is not a practical or desirable solution. Shifts between
tovered and noncovered employment are so common that it would
be all but impossible to establish a:fair criterion for ‘determinm%, for
bhé“-l'ﬁm'pose of special eligibility: requirements, which individuals
thould: be treated as belonging to a nm covered occupation. Any
liberalization designed to reduce the handicap of newly covered work-
érs must be & ﬁenerally applicable provision. . = -
! The Council recommends that the liberalization of eligibility re-

" quirements should apply only to individuals living at the date of

coverage extension. This proposal is consistent with the treatment

ficcorded survivors under the 1939 amendments when the provisions = -

for survivor benefits were made aEFIicable only in cases of death after
December 31, 1939. Considerable administrative difficulty would
arise if the eligibility for benefits of individuals who died before the
smendment of the law were reconsidered. : :
- Of the various possible methods of adjusting the fully insured
status requirement for newly covered workers, the one we recommend
seems to us to offer the advantages of uniformiti and simplicity and
at the same time to provide a much-needed liberalization in the
requirements for all older workers. It would also reduce the dis-
advantages which many workers normally in covered employment
now face because of their werk during the war in Government ship-
yards, munitions plants, emergency Government agencies, and other
noncovered occupations. , I
* The new-start method would be impractical if extension is on a
iecemeal basis, More than one “new start,” we believe, would be
indefensible and would tend tc weaken public confidence in the
program. "It would be possible to use the new-gtart plan, however,
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even though coverage is not. oxtuded to Federal and railroad workers
until later, since available records of past employment and wages for

theu workess would permit erediting their back wages. Under such
t, amounweqmuhr’b‘w the contributions which would

haveboenooﬂoctod:fthaworkusbad previously been covered under
old-age and survivors insuranee could be transferred to the old-age
and survivors insurance trust fund from the trust funds for their

separate Federal retirement systems.
e ‘‘new start” would result in payment of retirement beneﬁhs to

a much higher proportion of the aged during the early years of the
system, but it would not increase beneficiary rolls and costs in the
later years since the ehgxbﬂity requn-aments would remcm t.he same

for workers now young.-
Rnoom«m.wxoue oN BaNerrs

18. To take into account mmd wage levels and costs Iwmg,
upper limit- on earnings.subject to contributions and'f

benefits should be. M:ﬁom 86,000 to $4,200. . The m:mmum

average monthly wage used oalmlatm of bmeﬁu should be

increu ved from 8.860&,&550‘ :
«» . cial insurance lglrogmm must be ad;usted panodx to basic
economic changes, ic’ economy,  pro which were

appropriate at the time became effectave mevntably become
outmoded. This mwhathas ppened to thy linmritation placed on the
amount of wa.ies subject to'contributions and allowed aa wige credits,
In 1939, when the $3,000. manmum wage_ base was establishéd

nearl g)’; 97 percen(; of all workers in covered employmen} had wages of
less than $3,000 a year, and thus they were required aycont.nbu-
tions on their to ‘wages had -could have theu' total wages counted
toward benefits. Even among workers who were steadily empio ed
throughout 1939, fewer than § percent received wages of more
$3,000 & year. With the. | rise-in. wage levels since 1939, how-
éver, the $3, 000 limitation:hs tendéd to exchide from t&xwon and

' use in benefit computations part of the wages of a substantial propor-

tion of covered workers: .In,1945.about 14 percent of all covered

“workers had wages exceeding $3,000, and among workers who-were

esteadlly employed throqghout the year, about 24 parcent had wages
in excess of that amount.

The w base for contnbutxons and beneﬁts undet the program
should be higher not only because of increases in the level of wages but
also because of price increases.- -Since the base has not kept pace fp
with rising prices, benefits now supply a smaller proportion of the.
costs of maintaining the beneficiary’s previous standard of living
than the{ did in 1939 Today for.example, $4,200 & year represents
& somewhat lower standard of living than $3,000 a year could pur-
chase a decade ago. Raising the upper limit on wages is necessary
if the relationship between benefits and standards of living which was
intended in the 1939 amendments is to be maintained.

To take full account of the incvease in wages and prices, the limita~
tion on taxable wages would have to be raised to somewhat more

¢ Whils tho ma| vor incregasing the to $4,200, some faver kee, the
mnuabom bvwmmulultnm Th%mrtbm pﬁﬂmm%m
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than $4,800." The Council, however, recommends that a part of the
increase in wages be disregarded by changing thelimitation to $4,200
as & conservative adjustment to the rise in wage and &rice levels which
has occurred since the $3,000 e was adopted. With a wage base
of $4,200, about 95 ﬂdcent of the workers in covered employment
in 1945 would have all their wages - from covered employment
available for benefit purposes. Co / ,

If the old-age and survivors insurance program is to fulfill its
function, benefits for all insured workers must be increased. Since
the American system of relating benefita to past wages rests on the
principle that considerations of individual security and individual
incentive require a relationship between benefits and the previous
standard of living of the retired person, benefits must be increased
for higher-paid wage earners as well as for workers in the lower-
income brackets. Comparisons -between the primary insurance
benefits payable under tﬂe plan proposed by the Advisory Council
and those payable under the present program sﬁpear in table 1. As
those figures. show, we recommend that a worker with an average
monthly wage of $350 (the maximum) shall have the potential tpro—
tection of a primary insurance benefit representing 22.5 percent of his
average monthly wage. Under the present program, that Eﬂ;'centage
represents the primary insurance benefit of & worker who earned
$3,000 or more & year and who has had 40 years of coverage. .

TaBLE 1.—Primary insurance benefil and ils ratso (percent) to specified amm';
monthly wages under the Adm'mrf Council's proposals and under the present

law !
Advisory Council's Haw
on « ..s].  proposal? 1.
C ‘ 10 yoars of coverags | 30 yoars of coverage | 40 years of coversge
Average monthly - ; : "
Prim of : Primary | of Primary | of : Primary | of :
ary aver- aver- aver- aver-,
fnsurance| age [insurance] age [insarance] age |insurance] age -
benefit | monthly | benefit | monthly | benefit | monthly | benefit | mopthly
wage Wage - wage wage
$38.00 50.0]| $2200]| 407 400 48.0| $28.00 5.0
37.50 5.0 4.7 33.0 27.00 8.0 31.50 420
41.26 41.2 7.8 7.8 30.00 2.0 3500 35.0
S 4875 3.5 33.00 ﬂ.g 36.00 4.0 42,00 23.2
66. 26 8.1 388 19 42.00 2.0 49.00 o8
SR 63.78 25.5] 3144.00 176 ] 24300 1021 356.00 n4
% .............. PR 71.25 B8] $4.00 14.7 | 34800 160 38800 187
................. ITRT5 226 144.00 126 | 348.00 18.7) 306.00 16.0

t The peroen is higher when a wife's benefit is also payable,
! Uniform for all years of eoversﬁm .
! Maximum primary Insurance fit pocsible under the benefit formula,

An objective of the present law is to havs workers in the highest
wage brackets covered by the system me tha costs of their own bene-
fits over a full working lifetime. Under the benefit formula we have
recommended, benefits for the $4,200-a-year man bear approximately
the same relation to his contributions as benefits under the present
law bear to the contributions of the $3,000-a-year man,

With the increased base, the high-paid person will have somewhat
higher benefits than he would have had if only the formula were
changed, but he will in the long run, pay for nearly all the increase in

!



OLD-AUGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE 33

the cost of his benefits. If the wage base is not increased, those'in
the higher wage brackets will have higher benefits withiout having
contributed toward the cost of the increases.

18. The average monthly wage should be com; as under the present
law, except that any worker who has Mge credits of $60 or
more in each of sic or more g::;zrters after 1948 should have his
average wage based either on the wages and elapsed time counted
as under the present law or on the wages and elapsed time after
1948, whichever gives the higher result ‘ A

Persons whose occupations have been excluded from coverage under
the present program will suffer serious disadvanm&e after coverage is
extended, unless an alternative is permitted for the present method
of calculating the average monthly wage. Under the present law,
benefit amounts are based on an average computed, in general, by
adding all wage.credits a worker has received for covered employ-
ment and dividing that sum by all the months elapsing since 1936,
except for quarters before the worker reached age 22 in which he
. received less than $50. On this basis, a worker who has been in &n
employment hitherto excluded from coverage will always be penalized
for his former lack of coverage, since, in effect, his wages from newly
covered employment will be averaged over all the months elapsed
since 1936 or since he reached age 22, if later. His low average wage,
in turn, will result in & low benefit amount. |

The Council believes that an appropriate way to eliminate this
handicap for newly covered groups would be to have their aver:
wages computed from the date of the coverage extension, just as the
average wage NOwW disr%:rds periods before January 1, 1937, for
those in employments first covered as of that date. Since fmge
numbers of wotkers have been in both covered and nomecovered
employment, however, it would be almost impossible to establish a
sound basis for determining which individuals should be treated as
belonging to a newly covered group. The opportunity to profit from
the provisions designed for the newly covered groups must, therefore,
be open to all persons. :

Unless previously covered workers also have the alternative of a
“new start,” moreover, many will fare worse than those newly covered,
since the relatively low wages paid in the late thirties and early
forties will tend to reduce their average wages and thus yield benefit
amounts lower than those of newly covered persons in comparable jobs.

Some insured persons will have little or no covered employment
after the date coverage is extended; others will have too small an
amount to form a fair basis for determining an average; and others
may have employment after the “new start” at wages much lower
than their previous earnings. The starting point of January 1937
specified in the present law should, therefore, be retained as an

ternative and the individual worker’s average wage computed from
that date if it gives a higher amount than would the ‘“new start.”

The new start for all, on an alternative basis, appears to be the
- only equitable plan, but for the reasqns pointed out in the recom-

" mendation for a new start on insured status (recommendation 11),
we do not recommend a new start unless coverage is extended broadly

as of one date.
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14. To provide adequaie benefits immediately and to remove the presend
' penalty imposed. on. workers who lack a iifetime of coverage under
old-age and survivors insurance, the primary insuiance beneft
s be 60 percent of the fivet 76 qft?w average monthly wage
plus 16 percent of the remainder up to 8276,7 Present beneficiaries,
. as-well as those who become cnbtled in the future, should receive
benefits computed according tv this new Jormula for ail monthe

after the effective dule of the amendments. '

The benefit formula of the present program, with its automatic
increase of 1 percent for each year ¢f coverage, in effect postpones
payment of the full rato of benefits for more than 40 years from the
time the system began to operate. Under such provisions, if the
benefit amount of a retired worker after he has had a lifetime of
coverage represents a reasonable proportion of his average wage, that
for older workers who have been in the system for only & few years and
for the survivers of younger workers will almost of necessity be in-
adequate. Thus, the survivors of 8 man who began working at ege

20 and dies at age 30 will have rights to benefits only about three- -

fourths as large as those which the same average monthly wage
would have provided if he had lived to age 65. Yet the worker who
dies at an early age has had less opportunity than have older workers
to accumulate savings and other resources to supplement the benefits
gsyable to his survivors. The Advisory Council believes that adequate

enefits should be paid immediately to retied beneficisries and sur-
vivors of insured workers but considers it unwise to cammit the system
to automatic increases in the benefit for each year of covered employ-
ment. ' :

. Benefits payable under old-age and survivors insurance, with the
beneficiaries’ other permanent resources, should suffice to supply at
least the basic necessities of life for the. great majority of beneficiaries.
The present program does not achieve this objective. Field studies
made by the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance in 1941
and 1942 in seven cities showed that one-third of the primary beue-
ficiaries surveyed had insufficient nonrelief income, assets, and possible
help from relatives in their household for a maintenance level of
living and that, taking account of their own permanent resources
only, nearly two-thirds of the beneficiaries had less than was required
for a naintenance budget.? ‘ '

Inadequate as benefits were in 194142, they are even less adequats
now that costs of living have increased by at least 60 percent. Th¢
average primm('iy benefit now being paid is only about 10 percent higher
than that 1pa.i in 1940. The table in appendix E shows the dis-
tribution of benefits being paid under the present program at the end
of 1947. The inadequacy of these benefits is self-evident.

"7 Tho membes of the Councll who favor retaining $3,000 83 the maximum annua' wage credit and taxanle

wages would retain $250 as the maximum average monthl{ wage. They advocate & primary insurance
ggz‘;}g representing & percent of tt.. 3rst $75 of that monthly wage plus 15 percont of the remainder up
8§ The standard used was hased on the v. P A maintenance budget. For a sinile man livinr sione, i ranged
frem $463 in Philadeiphia-Baltimore to $505 in 8t. Louis. For an aged ccupiz it ranged from $773 to $814,
Posgsible aid from relstives in the household, (e impuied renicl value of homes the beneficisrics owned,
fricome from employ raent, and {ncore from the liyuidation of assets vere among the resources iaken jnto

account. Since the studios were mads shortly at‘er the beneficiaries hecame entitied to benefits, mony -

'of them still had incomez and resources that could net he expected to continue in :ater years, Yor s falr
picture of thelr economic security, therefore, the studies attempted i differentinte between temporary
resources and these which cotdd be considered permaneat, sueh as old-age and survivors insurance beoefits,
retirement ggy. fnsurauce annuities, imputed rent from the homes they owned, and the estiicated mounts
that could be realized from their assets prorated over their life expectancy.

B
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. The benefit formula in the present Social Security Act provides &
primary benefit representing 40 percent of the first $50 of the average
mouthly wage and 10 percent of the next $200. It is thus weighted
in favor of workers whose average wages are low. As a result of
increases in wage rates, the effect of the original weighting, however,
 bas been substantially reduced. In 1939, when the program was
drafted and approved, $50 represented about one-half the average
monthly earnings of fully employed persons in covered employment.
By 1947, fully employed workers were receiving an average of about
$1585.a month. As a conscrvative recognition of the effect of wage
increascs on the original weighting, the Council recommends a change
in the benefit formula to make $75 the upper limit for that part of
the average monthly wage to which the higher goercentage is applied.

This change, however, will not in itself sufficiently increase -the
primary benefits of low-wage workers. Many beneficiaries now on
the rolls receive benefits based on an average monthly wage of less
than $75. These beneficiaries and others in the future whose bene~:
fits are based on low wages lack outside resources and should not be
denied the right to more liberal benefits. If the benefit formula gave.
50 percent, rather than 40 percent, of the first $75 of the average
monthly wage, the beneficiaries whose riglgt.s are based on low wages
would receive fairly substantial increases in their benefit amounts.

We also propose that the percentage applied to the portion of the
average wage above $75 be increased to li’ﬁercent. If that per-
centage remains fixed at 10 percent, there will be too little spread
" between the benefit amounts of low-income and high-income workers.’
Thus, for an average monthly wage of $100, the primary benefit,
would be only $10 less than that for an average wage of $200, a. dif-
ferential that we believe is insufficient for the wage interval of $100-
$200, which now includes the great majority of workers in covered
employment. ' '

YWa believe that benefits should be related to the continuity of
the worker’s coverage by and contributions to the system, as well as
to the amount of his earnings. Under our recommendations, accord-
ingly, benefits will continue to vary—as they now do—with. both
thege factors, Thus, in figuring the average monthly wage (recom-
mendation 13), a worker’s total wage credits are—and would continue
to be—divided by the total number of months that he might have
been coniributing to the system. His average wage, and conse-
quently his primary benefit, will therefore be the smaller for each
month lacking in his record of covered employment. In our opinion,
this method of adjusting benefits permits sufficient differentiation
between workers who are steadily employed in covered jobs and those
whose covered employment is only brief or intermittent, Thus, an
increment is not needed for the purpose of such differentiation.

With coverage broadly exic¢uded, the increment would serve largely
to reward younger workers for their greater contributions by paying
them higher retirement benefits than those paid to perscns who were
old when the system started: To us, such discrimination seems
undesirable. The older worker should not be penalized for the fact
that lLe could not contribute throughout his life. We propose, in
effect, tiiat, as in many private pension plans, the older worker
receive credit for his past service and acquire rights to the full rate of

benefits now.
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TasLE 2—Illustrative old-age benefils under present formula ! ard that proposed by
S ' Advisory Council 3 .
[NOTE,—Potential beneficiary in covered employment eontinuously fram Jan. 1, 1937, to date shown]

Entitlement date
. Basfo amount ? X - ' .
Jan. 1,104 (12 ysars | Jan, 1, 1957 (20 years | Jan. 1, 1977 (40 years
Average monthly of coverage) of coverage) of coverage)

wage -

Advisory Advisory| Advisory| Advisor
P’,:"';“ Counci] P’ﬁ’:m Counctl P'i?:m Counel P'l:’:“' Counctl

proposal proposal Pproposal proposal
$20.00| $2500| $2240( $25.00( $3400) $25.00| 42800 $325.00
22,50 37.50 28,20 37.50 27.00 37.80 31, 50 37.80
25.00 41.25 2800 41,25 .00 41.28 35.00 41,28
27. 50 45.00 30. 80 45.00 K 00 45.00 38 50 45.00
30. 00 48.75 33.60 48.76 36.00 48.75 42.9 4875
35.00 50,25 39.20 .25 42 00 56.25 49.00 56. 28
40. 00 63.76 .80 63.76 48.00 63.75 £6.00 63.78
440.00' 7.3 ‘4.0 7L.35] ¢48.00 71.25] ¢56.00 71.28
440.00 | 44.80 B8] 1480 B78| ¢56.00 78.78

K 40 percent of the first $50 of the avernge monchly wage plus 10 peroent of the next $200, lnaeued byl

peroent of-the sum of the foregoing for each year of coverage.
3 50 percent of the first $75 of the average monthly wage plus 15 percent of the next $225.
$ Under present law, the benefit amount withiout the increment for years of coverage; under the Advisory

Couneil’s proposal, the amount payable. .
¢ Muhnll)xm average monthly wage used41 computing benefits under present law is $250.

A major draw-back in liberalizing a benefit formula that contains,
an increment lies in the danger that benefits in future years will be
excessivelg high. By eliminating the increment, the benefits paid
‘now can be more adequate than would seem feasible if the level of
benefits were also to be raised automatically in future years by the
application of an increment in the formula. '

15. To increase the protection for a worker’s dependents, survivor benefits
for a family should be at the rate of three-fourths of the a{ﬁrz‘mary
insurance benefit for one child and one-half for each additional
child, rather than ome-half for all children as at present. The
parent’s benefit should also be increased from one-half to three-
Jourths. Widows’ benefits should remain at three-fourths of the
primary insurance benefit ' ‘

Adoption of this recommendation would serve mainly to provide
higher benefits for children of deceased workers, since few parents of
insured workers are eligible for benefits. Families consisting of
young children and widowed mothers would benefit particularly from -
this recommendation. Studies made by the Bureau of Old-Age and

Survivors Insurance in 1940-42 indicate that this beneficiary grou

is the one most in need of benefit increases. Of the widows wit

entitled children, 44 percent—a larger percentage than for any other
beneficiary t{pe——were found to have insufficient income for a main-
tenance level of living * and had net assets of less than $2,500. Of
the widows with three or more children, 73 percent had to live below

this maintenance level. .
Under the present program, the benefit, rates of family groups of
the sare size vary, before the application of the maximun:s, in ways
unrelated etther to need or to insurance principles. There are three
* The standard used in this study was based on the W PA budget for & maintenance level of living and was

found to have been very close to the reliefl standard. In the citigs investigated, it ranged from $1,052 & year
in Philadelphis-Baltimore to $1,146 in Los Angeles for a widow and two children (aged 10 to 16), -
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types of monthly benefits, in addition to the primary insurance
benefit, which an individual may: receive without other benefits being
gaynble in the same family group.  An aged widow as-a sole bene-
ciary receives threc-fourths of thiﬁrimary insurance benefit, and the
gurvivor benefit payable to one child or to one dependent parent of
a deceased insured worker: equals one-half the primary benefit.
Family groups with two benéficiaries may receive one and one-half
times the primary benefit (husband and wife), one and one-fourth
times the primary benefit (widow and child), or the same amount as
the primary benefit (two children or two dependent parents). Fami-
lies with gree beneficiaries ‘may receive twice the primary benefit
(vetired worker, wife, and child), ‘or one and three-fourths times the
primary benefit (widow and two children), or one and one-half times
the primary benefit (three children). ~ :
' Tgere is no good reason for these differentials in benefit rates. The
Council’s recommendation would result in a uniféorm tatio to the
})rimary benefit for all survivor benefits paid to a sole beneficiary and
or all two-person and- three-pérson beneficiary - groups, except for
those consisting only-of children. - :

16. To equalize the protection given to the dependents of women and men,
benefits should be payable to the young children of any currently
insured *° woman upon her death or eligibility for primary insur-
ance benefits. Benefits should be bpayablc also (a) to the aged,
dependent husband of a primary beneficiary who, in addition to
being fully insured, was currently insured at the time she became
eligible for primary bm::fls, and (b) to the aged, dependent widower

‘rg :th woman who was fully and currently insured gt the time of her

Under he present program, insured women lack some of the rights
which insured men can acquire. Thus, when an insured married
woman dies or retires, monthly benefits can seldom be paid to her
children on the basis of her wage record and are never payable to
her husband. If she has been working steadily before her death or
retirement, the Council believes her participation in the insurance
program should carry protection against the loss of her earnings,
which presumably have beeff an important part of the family income,

The changes proposed by the Council would mainly affect orphaned
children. At present, young children of a deceased insured woman
can receive monthly benefits based' on her wage record only if the
father has died or if the child was not living with his father and had

" been supported by his mother. Under our proposal, monthly benefits

would be payable to the young children of any woman who died cur-~
rently insured, in recognition of the fact that the earnings of a working
wife are an important contribution toward the support of the family.

Supplementary child’s benefits should be payable to the young
children of any retired woman who was currently insured when she
attained age 60. If both husband and wife are primary beneficiaries,
however, the child would receive only the benefits based on the larger
of the two wage records. In the majority of such instances, the
child’s benefits would thus be based on the father's wage record rather
than on the mother’s, but the mother’s insurance should be the basis

W B—————— . L. .
¥ To be currently Insured, a worker must have had 8 quarters of coverage within the period consisting of
the quarter in which he died and the 12 quarters immod(ismy prwedlnsgas‘ueh quartet. - -
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of the benefit if it would yield & larger addition to the family’s benefit

income. - Since. very few women agy ',&%l:‘qver hnvefmen under

age 18, however, supplemen hild's benefits will be payable with

regpect to retired women in relatively few cases. I

" Wae also believe that s widower who was dependent on his fully and

currently insured wifc at the. time.of her death should receive a benefit,

based on her wage credits when he sttains age 65, but as is vow the
case for aged widews, he should receive his widower’s benefit only if
it is larger than the primary benefit based on his own earnings.

Similarly, supplementary benefits should be payable to the depen-
dent husband (at age 65 or over) of a female prirary beneficiary who
was currently insured at the time she attained age 60. These hus-
band'’s benefits would be comparable to the present wife’s benefits for
wives of male primary beneficiaries, - Skich benefits will be payable in
relatively few cases, however, because the man would receive only the
lmﬁer of the husband’s benefit or his own primary benefit. :

xcept in. the case of family situatjons in which supplementary or
survivor benefits are payable under. present law, we advocate that
supplementary or survivor benefits be payable only on the wage record
of a woman who was currently insured on her attainment of age 60 or
her death.” A -woman who has not worked in at least half the calendar
quarters of the 3 years immediately preceding her retirement or death
is not likely to have been responsible for even partial support of her
family. If she'is fully but not currently insured, all her gainful em-
ploKment will in most cases have antedated her marriage or the birth

?f iflar children; and her death will mean no loss of income for the

amily. S -

The cost of paying the proposed supplementary and survivor bene-
fits to dependentslg% women workers will be very small. Relatively
few aged dependent husbands and widowers or children of retired
women workers will qualify for benefits, for most of the men will be
eligible for higher primary benefits in. their own right and few aged
women have ‘children under 18. -Although benefits to children of
deceased insured younger women will be paid more frequently, they
will cost considerably less than 0.1 percent of pay rolls. -

17. To increase the family benefits, the mazimum benefit amount payable
on the wage record of an insured individual should be three times
the primary insurance benefit amount or 80 percent of the individ-
ual’s aserage monthly -wage, whichever is less, except that this
Limitation should not operate to reduce the total family benefits
below $40 a month ' S ‘

The Advisory Council believes that the wife of a retired beneficiary
and each of his children under age 18 should receive 50 percent of the
primary insurance benefit, the same proportion as under the present
program. According to recommendation 15, however, the widow and
the first child of a deceased insured worker would each receive 75
percent of the primary insurance benefit, while each additional child
would receive 50 percent. The total monthly amount of benefite
payable when decessed insured workers leave very large families
might thus he excessive unless some maximum limits the total monthly
amount of benefits payable on the basis of a single woge record.

Under present law, whenever the total of all monthly benefits pay-
able with respect tc the wage record of an individual exceeds (1) $85,

i T e
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or {2) twice the primary benefit amount, or (3) 80 percent of the wage | ;-
earner’s average monthly wage, the total must be reduced to the least.i ..

of these three. These hmitations, however, do not operate to reduce
the total family benefits below $20 a month.
. Theincrease in the wage base (recommendation 12) and the ch
in the benefit formula {recommendation 14) which the Council has
recommended make the $85 maximum too restrictive. The average
primary insurance benefit under our proposals will be about $60 and
the maximum primary insurance benefit will be $78.75. At higher
levels of average monthly wages (about $200), full benefits could not
E&Faid to the wife of a primary beneﬁciag or to a widow and one
d if the $85 maximum were retainied. 1f the primary beneficiary
also had & minor child, full benefits could not be paid.to the family
even at average monthly wages of about $110. The majority of
family benefits would be reduced by this dollar maximum, and much
of the valuo of s family benefit system would be lost To maintain
8 proper recognition of fam '
be 1\rfmoved. e .
. Moreover, it is unnecessary in our opinion to place any specific
dollar hmit on the benefit amount. The other maximums we pro-
pose will serve to keep benefits at reasonabie levels. The highest
Faymenbs that can be made under our proposals are justified by the
arge amount of the worker’s contributions as well as by the large
number of his dependent survivors. :

The maximum of 80 percent of the average monthly wage should
be retained. The Council is convinced of the soundness of the prin-
ciple that social insurance bemefits should be less than the former
wages of the worker covered by the program. This principle, how-
ever, should not be applied to reduce total fanily-benefits below $40
a month. A widow and two children should receive an amount
based on the full minimum ’primary benefit (recommendation 18), as
they can at present, even though the amount exceeds 80 ) ~rcent of
the insured worker’s averajze monthly wage. ‘ :

The Council recommends an additional maximum of three times
the primary benefit. The present maximum of twice the Frimary
benefit is too restrictive. It reduces the family benefits of larger
families in the moderate income groups more sharply than do either
of the other maximums in the present program. Probably few groups
for whom more liberal benefits should be recommended are in greater
need of additional income than are these families. The hard-
ship to the children is intensified by the fact that, by their very num-
bers, they have limited thei" parents’ ability to make other savings
from their moderate wages.

The cost of raising ge maximum benefit %gment, from twice the
g‘rimary insurance benefit to three times that benefit will not be great.

his maximum will seldom affect a family containing a retired worker, -

for it can apply only if he has a wife entitled to wife's benefits and more
than one minor child, or if he has three minor children. Among
families of survivor beneficiaries, only about 6 percent are large
.enough to receive more in benefits under the maximum of three times
the primary benefit' than under 8 maximum of twice the primary.!
This 6 percent, however, includes more than 20 percent of the survivor

W A mavimum of twios the primary bedelit would ‘ besufits when the deceased ingured
M&Mﬂn&wﬂ:ﬂhmm“wm.

, .worker Jeaves s widow and three or mere minor

ily need, the $85 maximum limitation must
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families in which children are entitled to benefits. The liberalization
we propose would be extremely significant to the weifare of the
relatively small number of families it would affect.

Under our proposals, in no case will any group of survivors receive
more than 80 percent of the aw monthgo wage, unless entitled to

the minimum benefit, and when tha* average wage exceeds $225, our .

roposed maximum of three times the primary insurance benefit will
gecome effective and will reduce the total monthly benefits for the

family below 80 percent of the average wage. ~ - .
TaBLE 3.—Marimum amounis of benefils m“abk under the present law ! and under

Advisory Council's propoesal,® at various of average monthl , {0 susvivor
famﬂiccwmisﬁngofawidowaudlotmcc{adw arica’

Benefit amount paysble to

A

b
B
:

-1
&
8sgus

................

BRES

----------------

Sampaaas

2350 | 10.00 |......-.

........

e ]

URBIERIZBIS

BEERBNREKR

- vo e

g3z

1
¥
[]
t

SBEERREP NN
SEBSIPSRIZUE

SRIASSABBJSSRRESRISS
ne o gy
:tgggggsﬁsgggﬂﬂsrr Eg

o>
(-7
SNprasazpnsmangenf
HiSelp
RINEEZZIZIISITSISLESR
SNVBEIIZNRS
B MER e

B8R
R
-q8Y

t

11¢ {8 assumed that the warke bed 10 Ingrement Maximam family bes
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u&ﬁzaw uuhmvummmnubuﬂmzz recelves one-half of primary benafit,
18. The gn'm'mum primary insurance benefit payable shvuld be raised
to $20

The present minimum primary benefit of $10 is too small to serve
any social purpose. If the coverage of the p is extended to

w | BBVBSVERIRESH
&

]
i
78 |-

.

include nearly all W of gainful eraployment, this minimum should
itha

be raised to $20. $20 minimum primary beriefit a widow, parent,
or the first child survivor beneficiary in a family would receive mini-
mum monthly benefits of $15, and a wife or any child beneficiary after
the first would have a minimum monthly benefit of $10. v
The minimum benefit is necessarily limited by the previous standard

of living of the lowest w::fe group covered by the program, for it seems

‘undesirable to pay social insurance benefits which would give retired
‘persons 8 higher income than they previously had, or enable them to
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maintain & higher standard of living than is possible for others iv the

community who are employed at work comparable to that or which the
benefits are based. A social insurance system cannot appropriately
attempt to correct, after retirement, the basic problems of low livi
standards stemming from inadequate wages and sporadic employment.
Taking account of the areas where living standards and costs are
the lowest and the fact that, in general, retired persons need less money
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than those who are employed, $20 for a m person and $30 for &
couple is probably as high & minimum as reasonably be allowed
at the present time. amounts, of course, are hardly
enough to-meet the full cost of subsistence in any part of the country
and are far below the amount needed in most parts of the United
States. Only a variable benefit related to previous wages and living
standards on an individual basis can provide benefits which ave signifi-
cant for the higher-paid workers, without. at the same time exceeding
the previous earnings of some ihsured workers. '

In a program in which the benefits represent a ressonable pro-
portion of past wages, the minimum will be paid to very few persons,

‘ w&ﬁhﬂ{ if coverage is nearly universal. Even under the present
o

me computing benefits and the present limited coverage,
persons at the minimum primary benefit levels a few decades hence
would usually be married women who left covered employment
after becoming permanently insured or individuals whose covered

- employment was part-time or intermittent.
Onder

the benefit formula recommended by the Council (recom-
mendation 14), those whose average monthly wage was at least $20
would receive at least $20 without operation of the minimum. Over
a lhfetime, nearly all persons would average wages of more than $40
& month or would be dependent on persons who did. Consequently
only a few persons would have to have their computed benefit raised
to the mimmum of $20. The minimum, however, would make a
sionificent contribution toward the living nses of the few bene-
ficin-ies who otherwise would receive a er amount, and would
aid in promoting the program’s objective of reducing old-age de-
pendency to the extent that it is feasible for,an insurance system to
do so for short-term or very low paid workers. -
The Council’s recommendation on this point is conditioned on
broad extension of coverage, because otherwise many persons would
work for only short periods in covered empgg’ment and receive the
relatively high minimum benefit. Workers who contribute arly
to a system of limited coverage should, not be required to subsidize
short-term workers to the extent which would result if the increased
minimum were paid under limited coverage.
A $20 minimum coupled with broad coverage would help provide
a basic security at no significant additional costs and without destroy-
ing the range in benefits whereby an individual’s equity in the system

it related to the amount of wages he receives from covered employ-

.

ment,

19. No retirement test (work clause) should be imposed on persone aged

70 or over. At r ages, however, the benefits to which a bene-

Jiciary and his dependents are entitled for any month should be

reduced by the amount in excess of 835 which ke earns from cov-

ered em in that month. Benefits should be suspended for

any month in which such earnings exceed 835 but, each quarter

bmqﬁmmshouldrmiwﬂuumomtbywhichﬂwmspmdaf
bengfits exceeder carnings above the ecemption.

ThLa larger the yroportion of aged pereons who find suitable employ-

and services, and consequemzv

the higher the standard of living in the community. In the opinion

of the Advisory Council, , the work clause should not be

-designed to encourage persons to ocease all gainful work. The chief



.. . C e, ‘ . . o T S P TR R L
win : . A Rt L oo SR ek E"""@%;
: ‘ kgt t
: . e )
L !w'?b hEy
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purpose should be to prevent the payment of benefite to persons who
continue working for wages at or near the level of those earned during
much of their working lives; such persons have not suffered the loss
of earnings against which the system insurea,
The Council recognizes that the great majority of retirements are
involuntary. Most workers want to continue working after 65
- even though their earnings are smail. The work clause should -
fore be liberalized to enco those who can earn moderate amounts
which will contribute toward their support to do so without being
entirely deprived of old-age benefits. The fact that opportunities to
work in noncovered employment will be practieally eliminated by
extension of coverage is an additional resson for liberalization.
The cﬁresent program calls for suspensiop of benefits for any month
in which the beneficiary earns wages of $15 or more in covered employ-
ment. When & primary beneficiary works, dependents’ benefits are
also suspended. We propose that monthly earnings of $35 or les
should be permitted without reduction of benefit income. _ .

The present provision, or any work clause which requires suspension
of benefits for earnings 1n excess of a specified amount, may in some
iustances mean that a beneficiary has a smaller total income when he
works than when he remsins unemployed or does a small amount of
work. This will result whenever he earns more than the exempt
amount but less than the sum of that amount and the total benefits to
which he and his dependents are entitled.

The Council believes that beneficiaries should not have their total
income reduced because of work. Otherwise some beneficiaries may
refrain from teking jobs because the opportunities available to
them would pay an amount which would result in an income loss.
Furthermore, beneficiaries who take jobs will run the risk of income
loss if they are unable to continue worLing until they have earned more
than the exempt amount plus their benefits. To prevent the possibility
of such losses, we propose that the beneficiary should forego enly as-
much of his benefits as the amount by which his earnings exceed the
exemption of $35 a month, |

We recommend that the beneficic.cy earm:ﬁ more than $35 in &
month should be required to repart to the Social Security Administra-
tion the amount of his wages in that month. The Social Becurity
Administration should then suspend his benefit. After the Admin-
istration receives the employer's quarterly tax return, adjustnents
should be made if mocessary. If the amounts reported by the bene-
ficiary /v the 3 months in the quarter agree reasonably with the total
gtlmrteuy wages chown for him on the employer’s return, payment

ould be made of as much of his monthly benefits for the 3 months in
question as exceeds the difference between his earnings in each of the
3 montlis and the exemption. Ordinarily, of course, a full-time worker
will be getting wages high enough so that no adjustment need be made.
This would be true if his earnings were more than the exempt amount
plus his benefits. If the amounts reported by the beneﬁci:y do not
agree with his total quarterly shown on the employer’s return
and adjustments are necessary, the employer should be asked for a
monthly break-down of the anorted wages, and adjustments would
be made on the basis of the information furnished. In view of the
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annusl reporis of the self-employed, some modification would have to
be made in the ication of the work elause to them.

Full benefits should be paid to all beneficiaries who are aged 70 or
over, ess of their earnings. . Many old-age insurance benefici-
aries undoubtedly consider any work clause a hardship and restriction
on their freedom of activity. In our opinion, the savings effected by
a work clause for beneficiaries who are 70 years old or more would not
be significant enough to outweigh the advantage of giving some recog-
nition to the beneficiary’s desire to receive benefits without qualifica-
tion. The cost of eliminating the work clause at age 70 would be
about one-third of the estimated cost of removing it for all beneficiaries.
Obviously, however, not all the cost of eliminating the work clause at
age 70 would be a net burden on the community. To the extent that,
beneficiaries would be encouraged to continue working, the elimina-
tion of the work clause would increase the output of goods and the
utilization of the plant and equipment of industry. .

The social-insurance system of the future will gorobably have to take
into account, more than does the present one, both the need for the
-economic contribution cf the aged and their desire to make that con-
tribution. We suggest that the Federal Government establish a com-
mission to study the broad problem of the aged in our society including
employment opportunities and the adjustment of the aged to retire-
ment. This study might well furnish the basis for additional changes
in the retirement provision of the old-age and curvivors insurance
program. : ”
£0. The minimum age at which women may qualify for old-age benefits

(primary, wife’s, widow's, parent’s) should ge reduced to 60 years

Under the present program, 65 is the qualifying age for all aged
beneficiaries—wives, widows, dependent parents, and retired workers,
The Council recommends that the age requirement for women be
reduced to 60. :

Until a retired worker’s wife reaches age 65, no wife’s benefits are
now payaeble. In most instances, the husband’s retirement benefit
and other family resources are inadequate to maintain the family.
Surveys indicate that the proportion of beneficiary families with
retirement income and other assets sufficient for a maintenance level
of living is substantially less among those in which the wife is not
entitled to a wife’s benefit than among thoce in which she is so
entitled. Although less than one-fifth of the married men who attain
age 65 have a wife of the same age or older, more than half have a
wife who has reached age 60. Since many workers do not retire until
several years after attaming age 65, a reduction of the age require-
ment for wife’s benefits to age 60 will permit the wives of about
three-fourths of the married .men who claim primary or retirement
benefits to receive wife’s benefits as soon as their husbands retire.

Women aged 60 or over find it practically impossible to get a job
unless they have recently been employed. Aged widows and aged
dependent mothers of deceased insured workers therefore should also
be able to qualify for benefits at age 80. If the age requirement for
women were reduced to 60 years, about two-fifths of the insured
workers’ widows without minor children in-their care would be
eligible for benefits immediately." '

1 Widows caring {ora minor child of a decensed insured worker can draw beneﬂts at any age.

OLD-AGE, AND SUEVIVORS INSURANCE 43
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If the age requirement for wives, widows, and aged dependent
mothers of insured workers is lowered to 60, the same qualifying age
should also apply to women who become primary beneficiaries through
their own covered employment. If insured women are not ¢
eligible for retirement benefits at age 60, benefits would be payable at
an earlier age, and thus for a longer life tancy, to the wife, widow
or mother of an insured worker who had not herself contributed
directly to the pro%ram, than to a woman worker who had perhaps:

paid contributions for many years.

21. To help meet the special expenses of illness and death, a lump-sum:
benefit should be payable at the death of every insured worker even
though monthly survivor its are payable. The mazimum
payment 8 be four times the primary tneurance benefit rather
than siz times as at present

The present provision for lump-sum benefits, which allows for &
g:ymeut only if no survivors are immediately eligible for monthly

nefits, evidently developed primarily from the idea-of dguaranteeing
some return for the contributions insured workers had paid. The
fump sum would serve a more useful purpose than it now does if it
were payable for all' deceased insured workers, regardless of the-
monthly benefits that might also be paid at the same time.

Monthly benefits for survivors provide only a partial replacement.
of the income earned by the deceased worker and are needed tc meet
current living expenses. No allowance is made in these monthl
g‘ayment.s for such expenses as the cost of the last illness and burial.

he need for a lum death ;lmyment is therefore fully as great.
when monthly benefits are payable as when they are not. In fact,
when survivors are immediately entitled to monthly benefits, the
nesd for a lump-sum payment may be even greater than in other
cases, since these survivors are persons who are presumed to have
been currently dependent on the wages of the deceased worker.

The increase in the primary insurance benefit which the Council
has recommended (recommendation 14) would sutomatically result:
in a substantial increase in the lump-sum payment if the present.
formula of six times the primary insurance benefit were retained for
lump-sum payments. We do not recommend a general increase in
the dollar amounts of the lump-sum payment and therefore believe
gh;at ftihe formula should be reduced to four times the primary insurance.

nefit.

The lump sum should be payable, as at present, to a spouse if such:
spouse were living with the deceased insured worker at the time of
his or her death. If no spouse survives, the payment should be made
to the person ﬁuitably entitled to such pxment on the basis of havi‘gg
paid the funeral expenses. In this event the amount should be limi
to the funeral expenses, if such expenses were less than the maximum
of four times the primary insurance benefit. :
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Recommrnparions oN FiNnaNcING
28, The contribution rate should be increased to 1% percent for employers

and 1% percent for employees at the same time that bencfis are
liberalized and coverage 18 extended. The next step-up in the
coniribution rate, to £ percent on employer and £ percent on
employee, should be postponed until the 1%-percent rate plus
. interest on the investmends of the trust fund is insufficient to meet
current benefit outlays and adminsstrative costs.
There are compelling reasons for an eventual Government contribu-
tion to the system, but the Council feels that it is unrealistic to decide
now on the exact timing or proportion of that contribution. When the

rate of 2 percent on, emplo&m and 2 percent on employees, plus inter~
est on the investments of the trust fund, is insufficient to meet current

‘ outlaysi) the advisability of an immediate Government contribution

should be considered. ,
The present rate of contributions of 1 percent payable by em

pl%ers
and 1 percent by employees has remained unchanged for more than

10 years. If benefits and eligibility requirements are liberalized as |

the Council recommends, the contribution rate should be raised to
1% percent each. This increase is desirable to lpromote public under-
standing of the fact that, in the lox:f run, & close relationship exists
between the rate of contribution and the size of benefits. It is de-

- sirable also to permit spacix;ﬁ, more or less evenly, small increases in
as

the rate of contributions ey rise to their ultimate Jevel. It is also
fair because, at present rates, contributions fall far short of covering
the value of the benefit rights that workers are acquiring.

The step-up to 2 percent should be postponed until actually needed.
The Council believes that the excess of income over outgo, inevitable
in the early years of the program, should be kept as low as is con-
sistent with the contributory character of the program. Even with
thé increase to 1X percent, assets of the trust fund may rise for a few
years at an annusal rate of about $2,000,000,000. :

For the reasons given above, the Council believes that the first
step-up is needed when the liberalized program becomes effective, but
we wish to emphasize that building up the trust fund is not the pur-

of our proposed increase in the contribution rate, and we therefore

¢ that additional increases in the rate be postponed. The increase

in the trust fund is an incidental result of the contribution rates, the

benefit rates, and the :]l]iﬁibility requirements that seem to us desirable

on other grounds. Unlike private insurance, a social-insurance scheme

backed by the taxing power of the Government does not need full
reserves sufficient to cover all liabilities.

Some people fear that additions to the trust fund will have adverse
effects on the economy. Whether the economic effects of additions
to the trust fund are good or bad will depend on the general economic
gituation and on the fiscal policies of the Government. In any cir-
cumstances, an annual surplus for a few years of as much as
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$2,000,000,000 would not, in eur opinion, be unduly large or un-
m:magleable; in fact, such a surplus would be small in comparison
with the amounts invalved in mmg recent financial operations of the
Government. On the other hand, the Council sees no reason to
increaso this surplus even further by moving to the 2-percent rate
before the demands of the system actually call for such an increase.

The Council believes that the Federal Government should partici-
pate in financing the old-age and survivars insurance system. A
Government contribution would be a recognition of the Interest of
the Nation as a whole in the welfare of the aged and of widows and
children. Such a contribution is particularly appropriate, in view of
the relief to the general taxpayer which results from the substitution
of social insurance for part of public assistance. )

The old-age and survivors insurance program starts with an accrued
liability resulting from the fact that, on retirement, the present mem-
bers of the labor force will not have contributed toward their benefits
over a full working lifetime. Furthermore, with the postponement of

- the full rate of contributions recommended above, even young tﬁeo&lﬁa
e .

who enter the labor force during the next decade will not pay the ful

rate over a working lifetime. If the cost of this accrued liability is
met from the contributions of workers and their employers alone,
those who enter the system after the full rate is imposed will obviously.
have to pay with their employers more than is necessary to finance
their own protection.”® In our opinion, the cost of financing -the -
accrued liability should not be met solely from the pay-roll contribu-
tions of employers and employees. We believe that this burden

"would more properly be borne, at least in part, by the general revenues

of the Government. :
Old-age and survivors insurance benefits should be planned on the

assumption that general taxation will eventually shaé more or less
equally with employer gnd employee contributions in financing future

- benefit outlays and administrative costs. The timing and exact pro-

ortion of this contribution, however, cannot be decided finally now.

hey will depend in part on the other obligations of the Government
and the relatiouship between such obligations and current income,
We believe that a Government contribution should be considered
when the 2-percent rate for employer and employee plus interest on
the investments of the trust fund.is insufficient to meet current costs.
To increase the pay-roll contributions above the 2-percent rate before
the introduction of a Government contribution might mean that the
Government contribution would never reach one-third of eventual
benefit outlays, since under our low-cost estimates the annual cost of
the benefits never exceeds 6 percent of pay roll even though it roaches
9.7 percent under the high estimate. ‘

11t 8 estimated that the cost of the protection for 5 generation of workers under the program for a full
working lifetime would be from 3 to 5 percent of pay roll, while the leval premium cost of the whole system,

including the accrued lability, is from 4.9 to 7.3 percent o' pay roll.
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APPENDIXES

Apperprx A, THE OLp-AGE AND 8URvIvoRrs INsuraANCE TrusT Funp

As stated in its recommendations, the Council does not favor a full
resarve plan sufficient to cover all liabilities. Under a contributory
systam of old-age and survivors insurance, however, qualifying re-

uirements—even though liberal—unavoidably result in lower benefit

isbursements in the eargr{eam of operation than in the later years,
If contributions in the early years were no more than sufficient to
oover disbursements, they would be so small in relation to benefit
rights currently being established that the system could scarcely
be called contributory. For exampls, on & strictly current-cost basis,
contribution rates at present could not be set above 0.3 of 1 percent
of pay roll for employers and 0.3 of 1 percent of pay roll for em({)loyees.
The contributory nature of the system, therefore, inevitably develops
at least a limited reserve.

This reserve has been invested in United States Government
securities, which, in the oEinion of the Council, represent the proper
form of investment for these funds. We do not agree with those
who criticize this form of investment on the ground that the Govern-
ment spends for general purposes the money received from the sale
of securities to that fund. Actually such investment is as reasonable
and proper as is the investment by life-insurance companies of their -
own reserve funds in Government securities. The fact that the
Government uses the proceeds received from the sales of securities
to pay the costs of the war and its other expenses is entirely legitimate.
It no more implies mishandling of moneys received from the sale of
securities to the trust fund than it does of the moneys received from
the sale of United States securities to life-insurance companies, banks,
or individuals. -

The investment of the old-age and survivors insurance funds in
Government securities does not mean that people have been or will
be taxed twice for the same benefits, as g:: been charged. The
following example illustrates this point: Suppose some year in the
future the outgo under the old-age and survivors insurance system
should exceed pay-roll tax receipts by $100,000,000. If there were
then $5,000,000,000 of United States 2-percent bonds in the trust
fund, they would u})mduce interest amounting to $100,000,000 a year.
This interest would, of course, have to be raised by taxation. But
suppose there were no bonds in the trust fund. In that event,
$100,000,000 to cover the deficit in the old-age and survivors insurance
gystem would have to be raised by taxation; and, in addition, another
$100,000,000 would have to be raised by taxation to pay interest on
$5,000,000,000 of Government bonds owned by someone else, The
bonds would be in other hands, because if the Government had not
been able to borrow from the Oid—age and Survivors Insurance Trust

47
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Fund, it would have had to borrow the same amount from other
sources. In other words, the ownership of the $5,000,000,000 in
bonds by the old-age and survivors insurance system would prevent
the $100,000,000 from having to be raised twice—-quite the opposite
from. the “double taxation’ that has been charged. ’

Under present conditions the Government is operating with a
budget surplus and is not borrowinf. The trustees of the Old-Age
and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund, therefore, when they invest the
excess income in Government securicies, in effect cause (Government
debt to be transferred from private ownership to the Old-Age and
Survivors Insurance Trust Fund. The same saving of the amount of
the interest for the general taxpayer will occur in this instance us in
the one described above.

. The members of tlie Advirory Council are i unanimous agreement
with the statement of the Advisory Council of 1938 to the effect that
the present Xrovisions regarding the investment of the moneys in the
Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund do not involve any
misuse of these moneys or endanger the safety. of the funds. '

*



Arrenpix B. Acruarian CosrEstiMaTes FOR OLD-AGE AND
SuRrvIVORS INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

Estimates of future costs of the old-age and survivors insurance
system a0 affected by many factors that are difficult to determmeff

hence, a1« piicns may differ widely and yet be reasonable. Some o
;.hia factois - o crning which assumptions must be made are indicated
helow. :

FACTORS IN ASSUMPTIONS

Hov» many persons vill reach age 65
. To determine how many persons may eventually qualify for retire-
ment bencfits, it is necessary to estimate the number of men and
women who can be expected to attain age 65 each yoar. Such esti-
mates involve assumptions as to birth, mortality, and net immigration
rates. Although fairly reliable data on fertility and mortality over
long periods are available, wide variations in the next half century are
possible and may cause considerable change in the size and age struc-
ture of the population. Immigration, although not recently sig-
nificant, couhf become of great importance. ,

Howv many will be eligible for benefits

Next, the number of persons reaching age 65 who will be “insured”
for benefits must be ascertained. Since insured status i: based on the
number and proportion of quarters in which covered workers have
earnings of $560 or more, such factors as wage levels, employment dura-
tion, unemployment—whether due to economic, health, or other
conditions—labor mobility, and related matters must he taken into
account, with special attention to variations by age and :ox. FEsti-
mating the nuraber of persous likely to be insured—or uninsured-—at
different periods, involves assumptions concerning wage and salary
rates by age and sex, as well as tge extent and steadiness of employ-

ment.

How many will retire ‘

Having estimated how many persons will qualify fo. benefits,
the next query is how many will actually receive them. Since the
law specifies that benefits will be withheld or reduced when the bene-
ficiary ¢arns more than a stated amount, it is necessary to estimate
how many beneficiaries will be affected, and how many will work
continuously or intermiliently after the minimum retivement age.
‘The retirement rate will depend on such factors as the level of bene-
fits, extent of private group and individual insurance, job prospects,
and the current philosophy in regard to displacement of older by

younger workers,

. How long will benefits be paid

It is not enough to know how many persons will be rlaced on the
benefit rolls; the: duration of their benefit payments is equslly signifi-
: o 49
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cant. To estimate duration, mortality rates for men and women .
must be applied to each group entering beneficiary status to gage
the number who will die each year.

How much will be paid as retirement benefits

This basic inquiry primarily igvolves application- of the benefit
formula to the wage histories of those eligié)le for benefits. Benefits
depend on the ‘‘average monthly wage,”” which in turn depends on
total wages received over a period of time. Just as in estimating
the number of persons with insured status, assumptions must be made
concerning sustained versus sporadic employment, wages, and the
level of employment.

How much will be paid as supplementary and survivor benefits

To estimate the cost of benefits to survivors and dependents of
insured persons, many of the same factors applying to the worker
must be considered, such as birth, mortality, retirament rates, and
their interlocking effect. In addition, the same problem arises of
estimating the number of insured workers and the amount of their
primary benefits on which the survivor and supplementary benefits
will be based. Because survivor benefits are terminated when certain
changes in family and age status occur, assumptions have to.-be made
concerning the marital and parental status of the insured Frou .
Such factors as remarriage rates of widows, marriage rates of child .
beneficiaries, economic dependency of parents, and existence of speci-
fied surviving relatives must also be taken into account. The ‘‘work
clause” affects the benefits of survivors and dependents as well as
those of retired workers.

Adjustments

Lastly, there remain various adjustments affecting the number and
size of benefits which arise from contingent features of the law, such
as reduction or increase in the average size of banefitsa because of
minimum and maximum provisions and eligibility for concurrent
benefits of different types.

Among the many assumptions necessary for the cost estimates, the
following were perhaps most important:

1. Mortality—The low-cost estimates assume a continuation of
mortality at the present levels, while the high-cost estimates assume
that mortality will decrease in the future (or in other words, that
longevity will increase).

2 Employmnt.—The estimates of future costs assume that the

eneral level of emgloyment will be about the same as during 1944-46.

orrections have been made, however, for the temporary wartime
dislocations in the labor force. A “normsl” age and sex distribution
for the labor force has been assumed.

3. Wage levels—With a $3,000 maximum wage base, it is assumed
that four-quarter male workers earn $2,400 per year, while for women,
the corresponding figure is $1,440. For persons working in lese than
four quarters, these averages were reduced in the proportions shown
in actual wage records. With & maximum wage limit of $4,200,
these two figures for four-quarter workers become $2,600 and $1,450,
rospectively, .

- 4, Retirement rates.—The old-age and survivors insuranes program:
has been in effect too short a time to give much useful evidence as to



OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE 51

the probable retirement rates of the future. Moreover, the war has
made the few years of experience with retirement rates under old-age
and survivors insurance a poor basis for projection. Furthermore,
the larger retirement benefits provided by the proposed plan, as con-
trasted with the relatively inadequate benefits under the present
gystem, might cauise more persons to retire voluntarily. Since little
is really known on.this subject, the estimates are based on two widely
different assumptions so as to encompass & wide range of possibilities.
It is assumed under the low-cost estimates that under a mature
rogram about 45 percent of the eligible men aged 65 to 69 would zet
geneﬁts, while for women aged 60 to 69 about 70 percent of those
eligible would get benefits (all eligible Fpemone beyond age 70 would
receive benefits regardless of work). Kor the high-cost estimate the
corresponding figures are 60 percent for men and 80 percent for
women. In the early years all these figures are materially lower.
since more of those eh'%ible have recently been in employment an
would thus be more likely to continue at work. e

THE ESTIMATES

The tables that follow summarize actuarial cost estimates for the
expanded old-age and survivors insurance program recommeanded by
the Advisory Council.

In table 4, the benefit costs are in terms of percentage of pay roll
for various future calendar years, starting in 19565 and running up to
the “ultimate” year 2000, when benefit disbursements will more or
less level off; “level premium’ ! costs are also shown. .

Table 5 gives comparable data in absolute dollar amounts. In
both these tables the costs are shown as increases or decreases in the
cost arising under the present program, taking successive account of
each major change recommended by the Council. The order in which
these various changes are considered determines in many instances
how much of the increase in cost i8 attributed to a specific recom-
mendation. For example, tho increased cost arising from the revised
work clause follows the estimates of cost changes resulting from
extension of coverage, but precedes the estimaterf effect of the new:
benefit formula. Thus, the estimated cost of abolishing the retire- -
ment test for all beneficiaries aged 70 and over represents increases
in benefit payments based on the present formula, If the cuct effect
of the new benefit formula had preceded the figures on the effect of
the proposed new work clause, the increase in cost arising from the
new work clause would have been greater, since it would have been
based on the payment of higher benefits to those aged 70 and over.
On the other hand, considering the benefit formula first would result
in showing the cost effect of the new benefit formula as smaller than
it is shown in these tables because the fresent work clause would pre-
vent the payment of benefits to many of those over age 70. The order
in which the changes are considered does not, of course, affect th
final or net cost of the recommendations. . -

1 The level-premium contribution rate {s the rate which would supgort the system into perpetuity it
coliected from the first year. It is biil;;r than the contribution rate which would be required to pay the
henefits of any one };enemtlon of wor because it covers also the cost of the accrued ifability resulting
from the payment of full benefits to workers already midd ed or older at the time the system goes into
effect, Iu computing the level premium rate it is assumed that benefit payments and taxable psy rolls
remaln lovel after the year 2000 and that aecumulated reserves earn fnterest at the rate of 2 percent.

~
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Table 6 presents the estimated costs as a percentage of pay roll for
each of the various categorics of benefits under the proposed expanded
plan, along with the “level ium" ocost for each category. Table 7
gives the corresponding do .

Table 8 presents the estimated taxable pay rolls under the present
coverage (with the $3,000 maximum wage) and under the expanded
coverage (with the $4,200 maximum wage)., These estimates are based
pn the employment and wage levels of 194446 which are somewhat
below present levels but still represent a relatively high level of
economic activity,

In table 9 are estimates of the percentage of persons in various
future years who will be fully insured when they attain age 65, both
for the present limited coverage and for completo extension of cover-

e under the eligibility conditions recommended by the Council.

"Table 10 shows estimates of the percentage of all persons aged 65
and over who will be fully insured m various future years.

Table 11 presents the estimated operations of the trust fund under
the expanded program recommended by the Advisory Council. The
proposed program is assumed to become effective at the beginning of
1949, when the trust fund will probably amount to about $10.5
billion. Further, it is assumed that the benefit disbursements in 1949
will bear the same relationship to the expanded covered pay roll as the
benefit disbursements under the é)resent. system bear to the present
limited-coverage pay roll. The effect of immediate changes in benefits
paid (principally, the liberalized benefit formula and the reduction in
the retirement age for women) is thus assumed to be relatively equal to
the proportionate increase in pay roll (namely, about 60 percent).
Thereafter, until 1955, the increase in disbursements will at first be
gradual and then more rapid as workers in the newly covered groups
acquire insured status.

he estimates of trust fund operations have been developed under
the contribution schedule which most nearly approximates the Coun-
cil’s proposals, namely, a combined employer-employee rate of 2
percent until 1948, 3 percent in 1949-56, and 4 percent thereafter
until the Government contribution has reached one-half the revenue
from the combined employer-employee contribution, at which point
under the high-cost estimate further increases are assumed in the
combined employer-employee rate. This contribution-rate schedule,
in contrast with the present law (combined rate of 2 percent through
1949, 3 percent in 1950-51, and 4 percent thereafter), increases the
rate immediately on establishment of the expanded program, but de-
fers the next increase until 1957, which is about when disbursements
may exceed income at the 3-percent combined rate (this is anticipated
in 1959 under the low estimate and in 1955 under the high estimate).

The Council has recommended that the Government contribution
be postponed until the income of the trust fund at the combined 4+
percent contribution rate for employers and employees first falls short
of meeting the outgo. The Government contribution will be of such
amount a€ to maintain the trust fund at its highest point without any
decrease thereafter (disregarding any minor, short-range cyclical
fluctuations). It is assumed that the Government contribution will
not be allowed to exceed one-half the combined employer-employce
contributions. Under the low-cost estimate the 4-percent em%loyer-
employee rate is sufficient to prevent the Government contribution
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from exceeding one-half, but under the high-cost estimate the rate
would have to be increased to § percent in 1972-80, 6 percent in
1081-89, and 7 percent thereafter. These specific years are the ones
which reflect the assumptions of the high-cost estimates, It is not
expected, of courss, that all these assumptions will turn out to be the
correct ones and that the years specified will be the ones in which
jricreases in rates necessarily have to be made. :

Since both the low-cost and the high-cost estimates assume a high
futura level of economic activity, the pay rolls are substantially the
same under the two estimates in the early years (see table 8). Accord-
ingly, there is little difference in the contribution income in the two
estimates. The assumptions which affect benefits, however, have
widely different effects even in the early years of tht;‘ﬁlrogram. . The
range of error in the estimates, nevertheless, may be fully as great for
contributions as it is for benefits. ,

The effect of the new uligibility conditions and the “new start”
in computing the average monthly wage are garticulsrly difficult to -
estimate during the early years of operation. The number of persons
who will qualify and get benefits on the new basis is more uncertain
when we are dealing only with older workers and the qualifying work

eriod is relatively short. While an attempt has been made to allow
g)r this very important factor, the costs shown here for 1955, and
possibly for 1960, may, nonetheless, be overstatements. :

Table 12 gives the results of an actusrial study to determine the
hy(;pothetical “current” exmience under the plan recommended by the
Advisory Council if that plan had been in effect long enough (say, for &
century) to be relatively “mature”’—that is, to have a relatively stable
number of qualified beneficiaries? 4
- While more precise data are available on many of the factors which
enter into these estimates since they deal with the present or past
rather than the future, it is still necessary to show some range in the
figures because some factors are unknown; for example, the extent of
retirement if the proposed benefits were available to all the current
aged population. ‘

Table 12 gives low and high estimates of the number of beneficiaries
and benefit disbursements by tﬂ)se of benefit. In estimating the
number of beneficiaries, account has been taken of past trends in em-

loyment, mortality, etc. As s result, the table shows relatively
})ewer female primary beneficiaries than there will be in the future if
the upward trend in employment of women continues.

Under assumption A, the estimated benefit disbursements are as-
sumed to be based on past trends in wages, which have been sharply
upward during the past century. For the most part, the benefits

aid currently would therefore refloct the lower wages of the past,
ence the amounts involved are relatively low in terms of current
wages and price levels. Thus, the ave%e primary benefit would
be about $30-$35, while an average on the basis of 1948 earning levels
would be about $50-855 or approximately 50 percent higher. - Never-

- theless, the average of the primary benefits on which some of the

survivor benefits are based would be somewhat higher than $30-$35,

~ because it would be related to the recent earnings of young workers

) Immlr'mitmwognmthemxmbuolbmeﬂwm:ddedtouierommldequal the number dropped
by death, romatriage, attaintnent of age 18, or similar roasona. 'l‘l;:rmm could not be fully mature, -
ever, until he population is also stable or mature~i, e., births equal deaths and age distributions are stable.
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&oﬂﬁl&avo survivors -eligible for widow’s current and child survivos
ts, '

Under assumption B, the s wogeor benefit provisions of th; ,
or both are assumed to have been continuously modified in

such & way as to take full account of the increases which have oc-
curred in wage levels and to provide benefite related at all times to

current m evels. .
The number of beneficiarios receiving monthly &nyments
during an average month of 1948 under the assumptions of this study
would be about 10.3-12.6 million. Among them, 3.4—4.1 million would
be men aged 65 and over (represeunting 65-80 percent of the 5.1 million
men aég 656 and over in the United States), while 5.2-6.2 million
would be women aged 60 and over (representing 60-75 percent of the
8.5 million women aged 60 and over in the population). The aged
who would not be receiving benefits would represent, for the most
part, those still at work or those whose husbands were still working.

here would also be some aged persons who failed to qualify because
of lack of sufficient employment resulting from disability and other
causes.

Under the assumption that benefits are based on the wages actually
K:)id in the past, the total benefit disbursements in 1948 would range

m 3.4 to 4.2 billion dollars, representing from 2.4 to 3.0 percent of
curreat pay rolls which would be about $140,000,000,000 * if all occu-
pations were covered by the program. On the other hand, under the
assumption that benefits are always based on current wage levels, the
disbursements would range from 6.7 to 6.9 billion dollars, or in other
words from 4.1 to 4.9 percent of pay roll. These estimates are
considerably lower than the estimates of the ultimate cost of the
proposed plan which is shown on table 4 to be from 5.9 to 9.7 percent
of pay roll. The difference is explained larg»ly by the increasing
number of the aged in the population.

It should be noted that in all the estimates the coverage is assumed
to be universal and to include railroad and all governmental em-
ployment, the goal the Council hopes will be attained. :

8 This figure is higher than those shown for expanded coverage i 1065, table 8, appendix B, becatise the
figares In tabile 8 are based on the somewhat fower wage rutes of 194446, 5 !
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TanLr 4, — Estimated annual cost of expanded program recommended by Advisesy
Council, for specified years, by major changes, ir. torma of perceniage of pay roll

LOW-00ST ESTIMATE ! :

Tacrease In cost arising from--
Net cost
¢ prcot Exte Rovised | Revisoa | Hisher | At | ahied
6ar xten- v na (1.4
4 PrOgTam | oinn of A::g?:n“ lamp- | work "g,rt"' benefits | benefit p;x:m
coverage sum? | olause | o4y ( Inre formulad
woraen ¢
1085........ 1.31 -0.34 [0 15 S 0.4 0.04 0.03 0.82 23
1980, ... 1.75 - 28 18 -0.01 .8l .08 .02 1.08 3.2
199....... 25 - 28 . ~.01 .82 .08 .02 1.2 4.46
1090....... 333 -3 . -.01 67 0 .03 1.12 5.30
1900....... 4.02 - 47 -~ 02 n .07 .08 1.03 5.8
200....... 419 -. 43 K ) -. 03 n .0 .03 87 8.87
Level pre-
mium o, 3% -.18 .88 -.01 .63 .08 .03 .95 4«90
HIGH-COST ESTIMATE! AN
195........ 187 —0.43 0.19 |oeeee.... 0.2 0.04 0.01 L4 a1
1960 ...... 246 -.37 21 -00 .35 .08 .02 1.8 4.07
w7....... 3.68| —.47 AT ~.01 48 .08 .02 1.3 5.28
1990 ... 518 -7 .65 ~.01 .57 .08 .02 1.87 7.12
1900 ... 68| ~114 s~ .68 .08 .02 1.84 263
2000 813| -1.32 W -0 .78 .06 .02 Lo 2.70
Level pre-
mium §. 5.66 -, 91 .60 -0t % .08 .02 1.2 (A1)

1 Based om ummgthn of continuation of employment and wage levels of 194448,
t Lump-sum death payment for all deaths but only in amount of 4 times primary benefit (rather than 6

times as st pressnt).
# Inclnding alw higher rate for parent’s henefit,
¢ Bupplementary and survivor monthly benefits in respect to lnsured women.
§ Including also revision in computation of average wage and higher imit on maximuym annusl wages

' Lew xmwm% benem:. ibution rate (based on 2 t interest) for benefit payments after 1949 and into
ve} premium contriba o} on 2 percen ) an
L accumulated funds, pe

perpetuity, not taking into socount

TaBLE §.-LEstimated annual cost of expanded program recommended by Advisory
Council, for specified years, by major changes (¥n millions of dollars)

LOW-COST ESTIMATE !}

Increase in cost arising from—

Cost of Net cost

Calendat | present Higher Addi- of ex~
year | program { Exten- Age 60for Reviscd | Revised rate for |  bioval New | panded
sion of women lamp- work fArst benefits | hopefit plan
coverage sam? | clause | o 14y inre |forraula?
* women ¢
e F
1955....... §1,046 V(] 35 1 S $340 $50 221 §,222 $,180
1080........ 1,460 441 185 ~$13 a2 78 2 1,647 4, 505
1970....... 2,421 172 ) ~14 867 84 -] 2 067 6, 621
1980 ... 3,474 065 621 -15 990 103 44 2,138 8, 318
190....... 4, 509 1, 066 722 ~31 1,114 110 4 2,176 9,713
X0....... Yoog072 L2 736 -33 1,188 117 8 2,084 10,421
HIGH-COST ESTIMATE !

1065, ......] 81,482 $B| T BB $303 $50 $19 | $1,678 $,150
1960. ...... 2,062 677 366 ~$13 458 78 % 2012 8, 668
1970....... 3,442 1,056 0662 ~14 848 84 b3 2,457 8,363
1980. . 5,191 1,312 o7 -15 831 87 2 653 11,035
1990, N 7,126 1, 488 1,118 -18 1,013 80 30 2.79% 13, 660
2000, 8,463 1,711 1,182 -30 | 1,167 % 30| 27685| 153®

1 Bac~a on assemption of continuation of employment and wage k vels of 194447,

! Lump susa death payment for all desths but only in amount of 4 times pririary benefit (rather than
6 times a, at cresent),

1 Inc' .4ing also higher rate for parent’s benefit,

 Bupplearentary and survivor moathly benefit in respect o insured wamen,

¢ Including also revision [u computation of average wage and higher limit on maximum sonual #ages

counted toward benefita,

RN ey
L aatensged

L e
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Tasre 6.—Estimated annual cost of m recommended by Adwisory
Couucd,for specified years, bytypoglbm L z':m of percentage of pay roll
LOW.COST BBTIMATE !

Lump-

" , s, ) o | Widow’s

Calendar yfw ?ﬂ uary { Wite’s? |Widow's#| Pm' ot's | Child's | o ene m Total
[ SO 124 0.28 0.2 0.03 C.34 0.11 0.10 2%
0. .enaeanenens 1.68 .38 .54 N 3 13 Al 3.3
0. e eeaaaes b ¥1 42 - .08 N 47 J4 14 4.46
1980, . oaene. 2.80 .43 1L 04 49 .14 18 5.30
mm ................. 3% .41 1.20 (i} &8 .15 18 63

................. 3R .36 1.22 03 81 B 1) 17 3.87
Levolpmmmm ... 2.75 .37 1.01 5] 448 L 15 (R }]
RIGH-COBT EBSTIMATE

1966, . e aeicaaaane 1.85 0.39 0.3 0.08 0.;1 0.12 0m 3.1
1900, .. ... 242 .48 g o . 13 .10 4.07
0. iaaaaen .. 3.4 N . 08 .30 1 12 5.58

NS\ | S, 4.5 . 1.24 on N 10 14 7.12
1990 ................. 8.8 .M 1.37 .08 M .00 18 8.63

................. 6.589 .84 1.41 .08 2 00 .18 2.7
Ikvelpmnlum'-... 49 .69 1.08 08 ] .10 14 [ (4
1 Based on assum lfmotcmtmwmumpmrm mdmlevohoum—as
1 Including the relatively negligible amount of hushand’s snd widower’s benefits,

¥ Level premium contribution rate (based on 2 peroent M)h‘bmem yuents atter 1940 and in
perpetuity, not. taking into account sccamulated funds, pe

Tasre 7.—Estimated annual cost ?v m recommended by Advisory
Council, for apecified years, by type of (sn msllions of doliars)

LOW-COST ESTIMATE!

1o | Lumaps
Calendar yeur | Primary | Wiie’s? |Widow’s® Parent’s | Child’s vcvu’?r%:ts m Total
$1,6857 v I -] $41 5 $144 ’130 8,180
2 M 500 0 84 178 185 4, 506
3,312 623 1, 451 61 ™ €07 €08 8,61
4, 400 () L, 044 62 m 225 7 8 318
5, 484 675 214 57 M1 M3 00 9,713
6, 009 637 2162 (1] 910 25 ) 10,421
HIGH-COST-ESTIMATE!
$2, 408 517 $400 $58 1 $154 $122 $4, 150
3,30 74} 745 " 49 178 1% 5, 08
5, 134 880 1,417 128 485 171 180 ] 383
7, 004 1,101 1L,0% 137 413 163 212 11, 035
9, 325 1,283 2 163 133 N 140 13, 650
10, 915 1,388 2 238 177 1 142 24 15,378
i Based on assum of continuation of t and wage levels of 104448,

’lndndinztbo vely negilgible amount of husband's and widower's benefits.

"TaBLE 8.~~Estimaled tazable pay rolls under present coverage and under expanded
coverage (sn billions of dollars)

Present coverage ! Expanded coverags !

Calendar
yoat Low-cost High-cost Low-oost High-cost

eastimate astimate estimate eitimate

0 78 $134 53
] 128 139
95 ol 149 1%

104 98 13 158

112 102 167 158

1 104 178 158

! Based on maximam creditable 3
leg%mmmmw

o am ot . r . v :
Foan L0 e 1 B LN, P P e el Tt e
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Tasre 9.—Estimated persons allaining age 65 tn various fulure years
who will be ;ully ag if high employment conditions prevail poar

Complete extension of Present coverage -’

ocversge
Calendar year
Men Women Men Women
06-74 1317 46-52 811
7484 16-23 50-58 10-14
81-01 22-31 81-71 15-30
8498 30-38 72-83 #-33
86-96 43-52 7484 3646
88-98 50-60 74-84 40-50

Tanrz 10.—Estimated pcrccn ersons aged 65 and over in the population of
various fulure years who wi fully insured, if Aigh employment conditions

prevail
Complete extension of Prese verag
Calendar year ® e °
Men Wanien Men Women
57-08 10-13 304 67
a8 1317 4490 7-10
76-86 17-3 54-62 10-14
81-9n 2-31 64-73 16-22
M-0d 340 72-81 F-34
8695 43-61 7484 3543

" TaBLE 11.—Estimates relating to size of trust fund under % program recom=

mended by A Council (1n millions of rs)
Contributions A
Benefit dminis- | yperet s Incresss | Fund st
Calendar year Employer-| Govern. | PAYmenis nmmun"m on Fund | inFund |end of year
employee ! ment

Low-oost estimate
$3,833 |............ 8, 1% §87 $451 81,008 $23, 776
51 I PO 4, 505 100 881 1,246 29,050
5, 3419 8, 621 146 685 0 33,648
6, 063 1,835 8,318 178 085 0 8,645
6,370 2,877 9,13 199 065 0 33,645
6, 792 3,177 2 213 065 0 33, 645

High-cost estimate
955 . cenene. [N v 3 . $4,150 1% 338 3 -8117 $16, 999
T 5,318 $163 5, 18 4 o| 17,3
WO.eaaanen 5.7 2, "6 8, 383 23 34 0 17,362
1980....ccmeerennen 7, 48 3,548 11,035 5 4 0 17,382
1990, ...cueen..... 10. X9 3,413 13, 316 344 0 17,862
.............. 10, 500 4,7 15,38 344 0 17,382

1 Jo, 1 pontribution schedule assumed is as follows: Low-cost estimate, 3 percent for 194046 and 1 percent
thereaiter, H}h 008t emmate 3 wcent for 1949-58° 4 perosnt for lﬂ“l—ﬂ § prrocat for 1972-80; 6 persent

mwn«eo R’N
nwmlmwdtm declines for 2 years, but thereafter increases 1o another peak in 1958,

3 Interedt is at2 t on average balanoce uring year but Is ble at end of year,
Ancmmcheawmﬂmmmmmhmnwhdkhtlyumzmto?mmnthem
of the year as shown {n the last column, stnoe the fund deoreases slightly during the year. The interest
puyableutt}w end of the year brings {t back to the level shown,
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FarLn 12.— Fokimaind beneficiaries anvd diebursemonis in 1848 unden expandad pro-
gram recommended by Advisory. Councsl, if the plan had bean in effect for a century,
under twe auwnptwm 5
Benefit disbursements * (tn millions
Nunhb:t?l benefllaries onia ¢ )
aouspnda)
Type of benefit Assumption A Assumaption B
Law High Low High Low High
Total.. .o e $3, 400 #, 160 8,720 $6, 6%
Primary..............o....... 4, 7% 6,060 1,80 2,200 3,080 %810
Wilte's. . oo 1, 1,280 250 20 430 450
Widow's ... 2,430 2,65 600 710 1,210 1,3%0
Parent’s. ... ..ol 100 wn 0 50 30 100
Widow'sourrent.............. .. C AW 128, 180 170 e ]
Child’s, .......occaceiinannn. L4 1,040 4% 570 500 ™0
Lump-sum death............. 836 930 100 10 | 10 190
1 Benefi{-disbursement estimates are shown on the basis of 2 different assumptions:
A. Benefits determined under amue wage provisions and benefit Iotmula proposed by Council

usi

estimates of wages

sotually paid over tho last 100 years.

B, ts determined under aversge wage and benefit provisioms continususly revised so that
benefits are related to current wage levels.
$ Behreflt disbursements ia percentage of pay rolls would be as follows:

Assumption A ption B:
| 2 ORI 24
J 2 (7 N 8.
LIRS O .- A

A Y
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ESTIMATED COST OF EXPANDED PROGRAM
RECOMMENDED BY ADVISORY COUNCIL, IN TERMS OF
PERCENTAGE OF PAY ROLL

PERCENT OF PAY ROLL

I T Low COST ESTIMATE /
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Arpenpix C. SenaTe ResoLution 141
[80th Cong., 1st sess., July 23, 1047]

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance, or any duly constituted
subcommittee thereof, is authorized and directed to make & full and
complete investigation of old-age and survivors insurance and all
other aspects of the existing social-security program, particularly in
respect to coverage, beneﬁta{{and taxes related thereto, for the purpose
of assisting the Senate in edin&with legislation relating to social
security hereafter originating in the House of Representatives under
the requirement of the Constitution.

Sec. 2. For the purpose of this resolution, the Committee on
Finance, or any duly constituted subcommittee thereof, is authorized
to sit and act at such places and times during the sessions, recesses,
and adjourned periods of the Eightieth Congress, to require by sub-
pena or otherwise the attendance of such witnesses and thzl]l)mducﬁon
of such books, papers, and documents, to administer such oaths, to
take such testimony, to procure such printing and binding, and to
make such expenditures as it deems advisable.

Sec. 3. The committee is authorized to designate and appoint
an Advisory Council to study, assist, consult with, and advise the
Committee on Finance or its duly suthorized subcommittee, and the
committee is further authorized to designate and appoint such other
officers, experts, or assistants as it deems necessary for the performance
of the investigation directed by this resolution.

Sec. 4. The compensation of persons assisting the committee in the
investigation directed by this resolution shall be fixed by the com-
mittee at such amounts or rates as the committee deems appropriate,
but such amounts or rates shall not exceed the amounts or rates
payable for comparable duties prescribed by the Classification Act
of 1923, as amended.

Sec. 5. The committee, or its duly constituted subcommittee, is
authorized, with the n&pmval of the ittee on Rules and Admin-
istration, to request the use of the services, information, facilities,
and personnel of the departments and agencies in the executive branch
of the Government in the performance of its duties under this
resolution.

Szc. 6. The expenses of the committee under this resolution, which
shall not exceed $25,000, shall be paid out of the contin-ant fund of
the Senate upon vouchers signed by the chairman,
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. ' ArpeNnix D

NUMBER OF AGED PERSONS RECEIVING BENEFITS UNDER OLD-AGE
AND. SURVIVORS INSURANCE.L/ AND NUMBER RECEIVING OLD-AGE
ASSISTANCE PER 1,000 PERSONS AGED 65 AND OVERS/ JUNE 1947
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PER 1,000 AGED OAA RECIPIENTS
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ArpENDIX E. FaMiLy BeneriTs UNDER PRESENT ProGrAM, DECEMBER 1946

TABLE 13.—Percentage distribution of beneficiary famzhes dy monthly amount of famzlg benefits in current-payment status at end of 1946, for
each specified family group in receipt of benefits

{Based on 20-percent sample. Average benefits shown to the nearest 10 cents, Corrected to June 5, 1847]

Reﬁrgg]v;crker Re Retired Widowed mother and children Children only
Meuthly family benefit amount wgrke&- ‘g‘gﬁr vﬁﬁ%
and wife

. Male Female child 1 child 2dcr!exg- ng;lmore 1 child 2 chil- 3 chil- tga more
215, 800 8,600 { 127,000 65, 600 37, 106 21, 500 68, 100 30, 400 13, 400 17,700
100.0 100.0 100.90 100.0 100.0 100 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

.................... 1.8 1] 0 0 15.8 3.1 0 [}]
810.8 $12.8 51. 1 9.3 4.7 3.2 90.1 22.0 3129 2.4
10.5 12,7 38.7 23.8 6.2 13.2 64,1 52.0 13.8 16.0
33.0 36.9 €9.9 37.8 16.3 8.7 |eceeamacae 21.8 39.4 11.3
25.4 2.8 e 20.0 28.4 2.0 { e 640 24.6 25.4
12.9 )3 U 2N $9.4 2.6 b W A U I 7.6 2.8
$7.4 4,6 |l 129 16.8 | ceeecfaeaee 1.9 13.1
- Y SIURI SIS F 7.8 8.6 |l OIS van 5.4
............................................ P [ 55+ I (RO FUUEPUISUIIN ORI 1.8
$39 $37.20 $20. 2¢ $34. 60 $48.20 $51. 40 $13 $25. 10 $38. 50 $46. 80

1 Families with retired worker, wifs, and child, or retired worker and 2 or more children, ¢z widowed mother only, or 1 or 2 aged parents not shown because too few cases in sample.
* Widow’s benefit reduced to less than $10 by primary benefit to which widow was copneurrently entitled.
3 Family benefit is less than minimuam amount because one or mors additional family members were entitled to benefits which were wuhhe}d at end of 1546,
¢ The percentage at the $10 minimum was 7.6 for retired male Workers and 16.1 for retired female workers.
4 %gg percentage at the $15 minimmum was 6.2 for retired worker and wife and 7.8 for retired worker and 1 child.

maximum possible in 1946 was as follows; $22 for ! child; $33 for an aged widow; $44 for a retired mal» or jemale worker; $55 for a widowed mother and 1 child; $68 for a re-
ﬁred worker and wife or 1 child; and $77 for £ widowed mother and 2 children.



ArrENDIX F. MEmoranpUM BY Two MemBERs DISSENTING FROM
THE MaJority REPORT witH REspEcT TO0 MaANDATORY COVER-
AGE oF THE TrapitioNaLLy Tax-Exemrr INsTITUTIONS

As stated in the report of the majority of the Council members, it
is highly desirable to establish as complete coverage as possible of
employees under old-age and survivors insurance. The majority
report recognizes special problems with respect to Federal civil-service
exiployees, railroad employees, and the employees of State and
municipal governmental units. Special problems exist also and should
be recognized with respect to the traditionally tax-exempt religious,
charitable, and educational institutions. A reasonable method of
attaining maximum coverage of their employees should be possible
without doi'ig violence to traditional tax exemption.

There is 29 doubt that the contributions to old-age and survivors
insurance are taxes. The statutory declaration of intent that the im-
position of taxes for purposes of old-age and survivors insurance is not
a precedent for other taxation of religious, charitable, and educational
institutions, is at best a “pious hope,” because the imposition of any
tax on the institution is in fact an encroachment on its tax exemption,

There is in this problem no insuperable difficulty. The method of
inclusion by voluntary adherence is no more difficult than in the case
of employees of other employers that require special treatment. In
each case there is a problem of method. The appropriate device, in
order to safeguard immunity from the power to tax, which is the
power to destroy, is an elective right to the institution to come in
under the old-age and survivors insurance provisions. “

Protection against adverse selection of risk would be adequately
assured by requiring the electing institution to cover all its employees,
except clergy and members of religious orders, within a reasonable
period for exercising the election. - . .

It seems unnecessary here to recount why a free society in its own
self-interest has encouraged religious, charitable, .and educational
institutions to develop free from the political constraints of taxation.
This basic protection of other freedoms surely should not be jeopard-
ized where, as here, the desired social objectives can be reasonably

accomplished by sound alternative methods.
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Arrenpix G. REsumf or Minority OriNioNs ON CHANGES IN
BeNErFITr AND ConTRIBUTION Basn

THE PRESENT BASE OF $3,000 SHOULD BE RETAINED

The following statement is a résumé of the various reasons why
several Council members approve of retaining unchanged the present
tax and benefit base of $3,000.. Some members lay more stress on one
or more of the reasons stated than on others.

The proposed change from $3,000 to $4,200 in the present tax base
and in the wages credited for benefits should be judged by the con-
crete results which the change would produce a.mf not by theoretical
considerations related to the fact that $3,000 was chosen as the base
when prices were lower. These results, boiled down, mnesl that the
well to do, all those with average wages of $4,200 a year «nd over,
would receive larger increases in benefits both by amounts and b
percentages than would those with average wages below $3,'00, wit
whom social security should primarily be concerned.! Moreover,
these extra benefits to the well to do would be granted for may years
without being covered by the additional taxes which they fay.

If the new benefit formula were applied to the present base of $3,000
these errors would be avoided. This is illustrated in the following
table which gives the monthly primary benefits for persons becoming
entitled to benefits (1) in 1949 after continuous coverage since Janu-
ary 1,1937, and (2) after 40 years of coverage. The figures above the
horizontal line are those that would follow a retention of the $3,000
base. Those below the line show the changes that would result from
raiging the $3,000 to $4,200. In considering the amounts of the
benefits it should be borne in mind that if the retired worker has a
wife aged 60 or over, 50 percent must be added in each case,

Entitlement in 1049 after 12 years of
) coverage Entitlement after 40 years of coverage
Average wago

Present AC Amount | Percent | Present AC Amount | Percent

formula { formula |of increase| increase | formula | formula |of increaso| Increase
$100. .o eneeaenn $28.00 | $41.25 $13.25 | 47 $35.00 $41.28 £6. 25 18
39.20 56. 25 17.05 43 49, 00 56,26 7.25 15
44.80 63.75 18.95 42 56.00 63.76 7.78 14
44.80 63,75 18.905 42 | 56.00 63.76 7.78 ¢
44.80 63.75 18.95 42 56. 00 63.75 7.75 14
$300.. s 44.80 71.25 26. 45 50 56. 00 71.25 16.25 27
$350 and over........ 44.80 78.78 33.95 76 56.00 78.96 22.78 41

Looking at the left-hand half of the table, one may well ask why
should those at the $4,200 and other levels receive a 76-percent increase
in benefits as compared with 42 percent for those at the $3,000 level?

1 It should also be stated that those with average wages betwoen $3,000 and $4,200 also recelve extra bene-
fits that favor thom as compared with those earnﬁfg $3,000, but not to the same extent as at tho $4,200 levet

and above,
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OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE 65

Looking at the right-hand half, one may well ask why should the
well-to-do receive a 41-percent increase in benefits and those at the
$3,000 level only 14 percent? The figures above the line represent
reasonable changes. 'Those below depart from sound social-security
principles by unduly favoring the high-income groups.

~ If the $3,000 base were retained, the primary benefit for persons
with average wages of $3,000 and over would, as indicated, be $63.75
a month or $95.62 for 4 man with a wife over age 60. Such monthly
payments should be sufficient to provide the basic measure of pro-
tection which is the stated objective of old-age and survivors insurance.

It is importart to realize that for many years the extra benefits to
the well-to-do which would result from shifting the base from $3,000
to $4,200, would not be covered by the extra taxes which they pay as
a result of the change. The extra taxes would be brought about by
the fact that all earning $4,200 and over, would pay taxes on an
additional $1,200 of earnings. If the combined employers and em-
ployees tax rates were 3 percent (1% plus 1%), the trust fund would
receive extra taxes of $36 a year. If the combined rates were 4 per-
cent (2 plus 2), the extra taxes would be $48 a year.

Now consideér the values of the extra benefits resulting from the
change in the base. One way of showing what these would amount
to is to compute the single premium values of the extra benefits as of
the time they become payable. For example, the single premium
value to a man aged 65 with a wife of the same age, of the extra benefits
($15 a month to him, $7.50 a month to her) is $3,057. To meet this
amount, the Government will have collected extra taxes of $36 or $48
a year. To get an idea of the values of the extra benefits for other

conditions, the following table has been prepared.

8ingle premium values of extra
benefits

Age Married&::&l _with wife

Bingle man

Same as 5 years
himself younger

86 eenrancee e m e emeeameemrereecsemamaememseseacmmmensecan $1,852 $3,057 $3,346
: 1,485 2,456 2,738

It is obvious from these fizures that the extra taxes will not cover
the extra benefits for those with average wages of $4,200 or over who
are now middle-aged or older. In essence we say to them that in
addition to the very substantial subsidies required to'provide the
benefits they will receive on the $3,000 base, they are to be still further
subsidized for extra benefits of $15 or $22.50 a month. Why is it not
reasonable to expect persons in such circumstances to make inde-
pe{)ld'gnt% provision for these extra benefits without Government
subsidy

Another valid reason for retaining the $3,000 base is the extensive
changes that would have to be made in many of the more than 6,800
private pension plans covering about 10,000,000 employees which
are now Integrated into the present base. ,
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Furthermore, unemuployment insurance and old-age and survivors
insurance now have the same tax base. The benefits under unem-
loyment insurance have been raised substantially without & change
in the base, and the same can be done in old-age and survivors insur-
ance, as indicated above. Different tax bases in the iwo systems
would complicate record keeping and tax reporting for all employers,
resulting in much additional clerical work. '
The time, of course, may come when the distortions that would be
caused by much higher price levels than at present would justify a
change both in the type of formula and in the tax base. When that
time arrives, however, there should be no such special favoring of the
well-to-do as would follow the adoption of the proposed change. Under
present conditions, adherence to the $3,000 base is the proper course.

THE PRESENT BASE OF §3,000 SHOULD BE RAISED TO $4,800

The following statement is a résumé of the various reasons wh
several Council members favor increasing the’present tax and benefit
base to $4,800. Some members lay more stress on one or more of the
reasons stated than do others.

The increase in the tax base from $3,000 to $4,200 and the corre-
sponding change in the top limit of wages credited for benefits is not
sufficient. The increase should be to $4,800. Since the original base
was set, the consumers’ price index has risen by more than 60 percent,
so that an income of $4,800 today has less purchasing power than an
income of $3,000 had in 1939. ‘Hence, raising the tax base and wages
credited for benefits to $4,800 would not be a real increase—it would,
in fact, fall short of maintaining the 1939 relationship between the
wage base and prices.

The rise in prices during the last 9 years has cut by over 38 percent
the purchasing power of the savings which millions of people had
accumulated against their old age. Increasing the tax base to $4,800
and permitting wages up to this amount to be credited for benefits
l\:;(f)iuld gelp to correct some of the injustices which the rise in prices has
inflicted. .

The members of the Ceuncil who dissent from the proposal to
increase the base seem to have based their dissent in part on the as-
sumption that a large number of those who would receive larger
benefits as a result of the increase can be classed as well-to-do. Elghe
%reat majority of such persons are not well-to-do by current standards.

nly about 3 percent of all workers have wages in excess of $4,800.
A survey of the Department of Labor has indicated that 4 months
ago & budget for an urban worker, his wife and two children ranges
from $3,121' in the lowest-cost city to $3,565 in the highest-cost city
surveyed. This budget does not include any amount for cash savings.
It is not & luxury budget. :

It is, of course, true that raising the wages credited for benefits
from $3,000 to $4,200 or to $4,800 would give a larger percentage
increase in benefits to persons earning above $3,000 than to persons
receiving less than $3,000. The reason for this is the obvious one
that under the present furmula no wages above $3,000 affect the size

of the benefits.
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It has been argued that the increased benefits which would result
from raising the W?e base above $3,000 will not be covered by the
additional taxes paid. In the short run no one at any wage level pays
the costs of even the present benefits. Even in the short run, however,
the high-income person pays more of the costs of his own benefits
than does one with Jow income. The higher the wage base, the greater
percentage of the cost of their benefits do those in the top brackets
pay. ‘
. On tho basis of the majority recommendation for raising the limit

to $4,200, for example, the $350 per month man would—

Pay in contributions— But receive in benefits——
250 percent. ... .. . 90.9 percent_More than the $100 per month-man.
75 percent__..___ 40 pereent.. . _More than the $200 per month-man.
40 percent___.__._ 23.5 percent. More than the $250 per month-man.
16.7 percent. . __. 10.5 percent- More than the $300 per month-man.

. Taken as a whole and over the entire existence of the system, there
is & net gain to the system by raising the wage base above $3,000.
Taken over the short run as well, the additional tax receipts on wages
between $3,000 and $4,800 would more than offset the additional
benefits based on these wages..

If one were to accept the argument that the wages credited for
benefits should not be increased above $3,000 a year because doing so
would increase the benefits of persons receiving above $3,000 a year
by a larger percentage than those of persons receivin below $3,000,
one wou%d be committed to permanent retention of the $3,000 limit
no matter how high prices and wages might go. That would be an
untenable position. The tax base and the wages credited for benefits
should be adjusted from time to time as the price level changes and
also as the 'Wage level change:. There are likely to be few periods in
the country’s history in which the price level rises by 60 percent in a
Qgesr period. Hence, there are likely to be few times when an
adjustment of the tax base and the wages credited for benefits are
more needed than today. The adjustment should be by approxi-
mately the amount of the increase in the consumer price index since
1939, that is, to $4,800.



ArrEnpix H. Starr or Apvisory CounciL

Robert M. Ball, Staff Director.

Leona V. MacKinnon, exccutive assistaut.

Fedele F. Fauri, professional assistant.

Irving Ladimer, professional assistant.

Milton M. Mayer, professional assistant.

Helen Livingston, research assistant.

Robert J. Myers, actuarial consultant of the Social Security Admin-
istration, prepared the cost estimates, which were reviewed by George
W. K(.JGrange, a member of the staf of the Metropolitan Life Insur-
ance Co. :
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