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NOMINATION OF PAUL R, LEAKE
Paul R. Leake, of Woodland, California, to be oollec-
tor of‘customs for oustoms collection distriot numbered 28,
vith headquarters at San Francisco, California, in place |
of Charles 0. Dunbar, deceased,
(M. Leake 1s now serving under temporary sommission

lssued during the recess of the Senste).

Wednesday, January 24, 1940
United States Senate,
Suboonmittee of the Committee on Finanoe,
Washington, D. C.
The subcommittee met, pﬁrsuant to recess, at 2:30
a. m. in room 310, Senate Office Building, Senator Josish
W. Balley, presiding.
Present: Senators Josieh W. Bailey (chairman), Edwin
C. Johnson, (Colorado), and John G. Townsend, Jr.
Senator Balley: The hearing will ccme to order.
Senator Downey, you stated yesterday that by this hour,
you would be prepared to determine your course in certain
respects. We will be very gled to hear from you,
Senator Downey: Well, Mr. Chairmen, I head very serious-
ly contemplated before Mr. Leake testifiéd, withdraswing

my objeotion to Mr. Leake on the ground that he was per-

sonally obnoxious to me, but in view of Mr. Leake's testi- .
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mony, and in view of his demeanor and attitude;TI have de~ ?%
cided to stand upon that objection, and to ad&'to it the
two further objebtions to the confirmatian bf Mr., leake, -~
£1rst, the additional objection is this, that Mr. Leake
fraudulently and unlewfully claimed an exemption under

the constitutionsl provisions of the State of California

to the effect that a World War veteran was entitled to have
$1,000 of property exempt from taxation, when in reality

he had not serbed during the war in the military forces

of the United Stetes and had never receiveil an honorable
discharge from the military service; and secondly, because
Mr. Leake has himself admitted that in 1924 he inherited

& quarter intemst in any estate worth in exscess of $100,000,
and continuously from then until the present he owned that
quarter interest in an estate worth at least $100,000; and
upon the further grouﬁd that Mr, Leake has admifted that

he flled in the County Assessor's office a felonious and
fraudulent affildavit showing that he wae entitled to an
exemption to which he was not entitled.

I just desire to add this, that I have examined the
penal statutes of the State of California, and it is my
opinion as & lawyer of Celifornia that Mr. Leake by his
own testimony was guilty of three oriminal offenses under

the laws of California. |

Senator Balley: Senator, in order to shorten this
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mgtter, I understand thet you have rested so far as the
question of obnoxiousness is doncerned; that you have no
more to add on that subjeot?

Senator Downeys I have certain other things, Mr,
Chairman, |

Senator Balley: I thought you showed all of that in the |
first hearing and that we had gotten through with it? |

Senator Downey: Mr. Cheirman, I have here exocerpts
from Californie papers which ciroculatein the viecinity of Mr,
leake's home, showing that wide publicity was given to the
faot that I supported the cause of President Roosevelt in
the Cleveland-Townsed convention. I desire to cross examine
the witness on those, |

Senator Balley: All right, 1f you wish to go on with
that.

Senator Downey: Yes, I do, Mr. Chairmen.

Jdenator Balley: You know that we agreed that we would
get through by 4 o'cloock today.

Senator Downey: I think I saild that I would not take
but 30 minutes more.

Senator Bailey: All right. You have until a quarter
after three then.

Senator Downey: Mr. leake, I wish to ask you certain

questions,
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STATEMENT OF PAUL R, LEAKE (resumed)

Senator Downey: Mr. Leake, let me first state to you
that the Cleveland convention of the Townsend orgsnization
was held from July 15 to July 19, 1936. I now read tg you
an excerpt from the San Francisco Chronicle of July lg,
1936, headed "Rooseveltlans to Counter” and stating:

"Ponight, threats of a counter wttack on the part
of the Roosevelt friends, led by Sheridan Downey, Sacra-
mento, and Representative Smith, hung over tomorrow's
sonvention proceedings.”

That appeared in the San Franocisco Chronicle of July
16.

Senator Balley: 1Is that Asséoiated Press?

Jenator Downsey: No, I might state that the San Fran-
cisco Chronlcle had thore a special writer, Earl Barrons,
cne of our prominent polltical writers, and all of these ex-
cerpts that I read were under the by-line of Earl Barrons,

Do you desire to examine this, Mr. Leake?

Mr. Leake: Mr. Downey, what date was that with refer-
ence to the convention itself?

Senator Downey: The convenﬁion started July 15, and
extended to the 19th, and this is under ¢ate line of July
16, the second day of the convention.

Mr. Leake: I will take your word for it.

Senator Downey: I say, did you read this?
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Me, Leake: No, I did not.

Senator Downey: You habitually read the Chronlcle,
don't you?

Mr, leake: Well, I read it rather regularly, Mr. Dowvn.
oy.

Senator Downeys: I read now to you from the Chronlsle
of July 17, 1936, under the title headlined, "Gomer Smith
Asked to Quit in Townsend Rift" and continuing:

"Yosterday Dr. Townsend and Gerald Smith, suocessor
to the late Kuey P. Long es head of the 'Shere the Wealth!®
Clubs, attacked President Roosevelt in addresses before the
Convention., That Gomer Smith, recently & candidate for
the Demooratic nomination for Senator in Oklahoma, was go-
ing to Jjoin with Sheridsn Downey of California and others
in defense of the Roosevelt Administration and take the
battle to the (onvention floor, became known yesterday."

"When Gomer Smith too the platform, Sheridan Downey,
Sacramento attorney and general counsel forthe Townsend
Organization, as well as personal attorney for Dr. Town-
send, warned delegates what toexpect,

"Downey sald he subscribed to the statements Smith
wvas asbout to make, but Downey did not know Smith intended
to attack various members of the Townsend staff. Tonight

it was undecided whether Dr., Townsend would seek to disci-

pline Downey for his support of Smith,"
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Do you ever remember resding anything of that kind?

Mr. Leake: No, I did not remember that, Senator Dovney.

Senator Downey: Now, I desire to read to you from
the San Francisco Chronicle of July 20 under the heading
"Lemke Desoribes !Self as 100% for Pensions" and continuing:

"Sheridan Downey, Sacramento attorney, described the
Townsend Conventlon as unequaled in the history of Amerioa,
‘for turbulence end turmoil, devotion and enthusiams; oon-
troversy and dramatlos' and asked the Townsendites to
take 1t as s warning against allowing 'prejudice and passion’®
to enter into the coming campaign.

"His was & plea in answer to the controversy which has
arisen among the delegates over the speeches of Dr. Townsend,
Father Coughlin, Reverend Gerald Smith and others against
the Roosevelt Administration. Downey has announced he will
support Roosevelt in the coming campaign. He 1s general
counsel for the Townsend Movement and for Dr. Townsend
personally. He urged concentration on the Townsend Plan
Program, "

Have you any recollection of reading that?

Mr. Leske: To, Senator Downey.

Senator Downey: I notlce in your columns several
quotations for the Sacramento Union in reference to me,

Mr, leake.

Mr. Leake: That is correct.
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Senator Downey: You read the Sacramento Union, I
assume?

Mr. Leake: Yes, I read the Union regularly.

Senator Downeys I will ask you 1f you read this arti-
cle in the Sacramento Union, of Friday, July 17, 1936,
heled "Pownsend Move Ralses Question in Downey Camp.

"pPension Chief acts against counsel; wonder if ouster
ooming for Sacremento too?"

That is a headline. And then the article follows:

"Dr. Franols Townsend's decision last night at the
Cleveland convention of his organization to take the stump
for the Lemke Unlon Party and his threat to oust Gomer
Smith, vice president of the Pension Plan Organization for
supporting President Roosevelt, raised a big question about
Sheridan Downey of Sacramento.

"Downey 1s Townsend's personel counsel, he is the 'draft-
ed' candidete of the Townsendites for the third District
Congresslonal race., But he is also pladged to support
President Roosevelt.

"Same For Downey Too?

"In threatening to oust Smith in baocking Roosevelt,
Townsend sald:

"tT don't want anyone in the official famlly who is

kicking up a rumpus.’
"This was interpreted as meaning that he would brook
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no opposition in his campaign to attack Roosevelt and back
Wililam Lemke for President.

"Downey for weeks has been counsel ageinst this movs.
He has urged Townsend and other leaders in the pension move
to stay out of the Presidential race and conocentrate on Con-
gressional candidates.”

Have you any wscolleaction of reading that?

Mr. Ieake: I think I might have read something to that
effoct, I am not sure, Senator Downey. That is quite a long
wvay baock.

Mr. Downey: I will read to you from the Sacramento
Union of Monday, July 20, 1936:

"Lemke Pledges Third Party To Townsend Plan; Downey adds
appeal’ and the atlcle reads:

"Sheridan Downey of California, personal counsel for
Townsend urged the delegates to 'wint not hyintolefance but
by the ballot.' YDon't attack bankers,' he sald, 'they are
among our hest citizens. Fight against their prino&ples.'"

Now, Mr. Chalrman, I would like to make this very brief
comment. Father Coughlin and Mr. Lomke have made a very
bitter personal attack not only upon President Roosovélt,
but likewise upon the international bankers and the bankers
of Amerlca, and in my address in which I counseld moderation

and concentration upon the question of pensions, I made 3

thls statement, that as far as I was conocerned, it was my {a
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betlef that the bankers of America generally held their po-
sitionsxbeoause they were people of leading integrity in
thelr» own communities, and that while ooﬁtain bankers were
human like'the rest of us, that I would say that 1f I went
into a strange community and was compelled to entrust one
man without knowing anything in particuler eny man in that
communlity, that X would first select to trust, without
knowing anything more about him, the banker of the town, and
that has reference to that.

I also desire to state to the Chairman that while the
Sacramento Bee, and the San Francisoo News and others papers
of this vicinlty were not premmt during this partioular time,
almost every paper there, as I recolleot, carried publioca-
tions commenting upon the faot that I was at that time sup-
porting Mr. Roosevelt and supporting him in the gonvention.

Senator Bailey: All right, you can ask him the ques-
tion 1f he made that sim tement iIn his editorial to the fact
that you did not defend Mr. Roosevelt, and were as silent
as a rabbit or vhatever it was that was sald in that editorial.
Whether he made 1t knowingly. Is that not the whole point
here?

Senator Downey: Surely, or whether the articles were
true or whether they were in disregard of the faot, and'vhoo

ther what he wrrie was true or false,

Senator Balley: That 1s the question.
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Senator Downey: Nesessarily so.

Mr. Leake: Senator Downey, my recollection of the news-
paper files at the time was thls, and I think that is oqvered
in Mr, Barrons' story there. You said that you would sub-
geribe to what Gomer Smith was going to say. My editorial
as stated here states that you did not personally defand
the President. I said that I thought you were profoundly
8llent at the time the President was being abused, and I think
that you were silent, beoquse Senator Downey, you have a
reputation for belng a good speaker, and 1t would aeem to me
that Gomer Smith represented you by proxy with anything in
that matter,

I would say also, Mr. Downey, that when this editorial

came out, undoubtedly you must have recelved a ocopy of it.
If you had telephone to the offlce, we would have been glad
to have made a retraction. We never refused the other man
the right to our columns, and we would have been very gled
to have oorrected 1t.

Maybe I am mistaken in this situation, but the point
thet we made in the editorial was that you did not personally
ansver thoée attacks, and once more, as I just said, Mr.
Downey, you had told the oconvention that you would subseribe
to vhat Gomer Smith saild.

Senator Downey: Thus, Mr. leaske, you do now recall

that youread the artiocles of Earl Barrons! in the San Fran-
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olsco Chroniocle desoribing what happened at the Townsend
oonvention,

Mr. leake: No, I do not.

Senator Dovmey: I thought you just said you d1d?

Mr. Isake: No, Mr, Downey. I will tell you what hap-
pened. I knew that Mr. Barrons covered that convention, and
I called Mr. Barrons up in San Frencisco before I ‘eft, and
I asked Mr. Barrons if he had the files in the morgue on whet
he wrote, and I wanted tc find out whether I had done you any
injustice, whether I was wrong in this situation, and T called
Mr., Barrons'and he read certaln excerpts, and he stated that |
the most polnved one is the one I referred to, tht you got
up and sald that you would subsoribe to that Gomer Smith said.

Senator Downey: Mr, Chairman, I desire to make a brief
statement to the committee at this time showing how grossly
unfalr is thils wltness toward me and toward his evaluation
of whet I did. These asre the facts, as they appeared in
Mr. Barrons' golumms. I haven't them here - &ll of them.

The night befors Gerald Smith made this unist attaock,
and Father Coughlin, and Gomer Smith defended Preident
Roosevelt, there wag a meeting of the board of directors
at which Dr. Townsend was present, who is here in court,
and several of the direotors. Dr. Townsend desired to pre~

sent a resolutlion to the convention supporting Mr. lLemke

and opposing the candidacy of Mr. Roosevelt. Several of
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the directors, inoluding mp. Gomer Smith and mysels, oppoan‘“
’ that and it was agreed among the board of direoborarthat Dr.,
‘l’, ~ Townsend and Mr. Gerald Smith should spesk in opposition to
Mr. Roosevelt, end for Mr. Gomer Smithend me should speak
in behalf of President Roosevelt, The first dsy's speeches
were allotted to Mr, Gerald Smith, Dr. Townsend and Gomer
Smith, and I had no opportunity to speak. I did, however,
desire to lmmedistely be put on record, so I introduced
Gomer Smith and I stated that I was to speak the following
day, but that nevertheless I subsoribed to the statements"
that were to be made by Mr. Gomer Smith, and that is as
‘l' ogarried in the newspapers, and I made two additlonal speeches
during the following three or four days in which I reiterated
that. T desire to call to the attention of the Coomittee
Mr. Barrons' reference on July 20 about the speech I made
on a subsequent date to the time that Mr. Gomer Smith spoke.
His speech was an answer to Father Coughlin, Gerald Smith
and others, against the Roosevel: Administration. In the }g
San Franclsco Chronicle of Monday, July 20, 1s stated,
"Downey has announced he will support Roosevelt in the
coming campaign. He urged concent ration on the Townsend
Plan progrem," _
I might say this. The newspapers of that distriot }E

were fllled with distorted and misleading statements that
I wvas in opposition to President Roosevelt, As a matter of

A
Cop s
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faot, I went out on & national radio hook-up for him during

3
LA
]
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that campaign, but there was no newapaper that went to the
~false and libelous lengths as the newspaper of Mr. Leake
dia. Everybody in the district knew that I had supported
Mr. Roosevelt in that convention, and that while Dr. fownn
send and I remalned olose friends, and that while I still
was a strong supporter of Dr. Townsend, that Dr. Townsend
and I had temporarily come to the parting over that issue.
And everybody in the district knew it. |

I want to say this, - that this gentleman 1s the firat
person that T have ever tilked to from the congressional dis-~
trioct that did not know that faot.

Senator Bailey: I think I will caution you now not
to make your Senate floor speech here. We would rather hsve
that in the Senate,

Senator Downey: Very well,

Senator Balleys I would like to ask this witness a
questlon.. You stated that you dld not know about Senator
Downey's asotivity in defense of the President at the Town-
send convention. Now, assuming that you did not lknow, vhat
was 1t thet induced you to impute to Senator Downey compro-
mising and monetary motives for his silence?

Mr. Leake: Well, Mr, Chairman, I thought that Senator

Downey, who has a reputation as a good speaker, - and he 1s

a good speaker, -~
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Senator Bailey: (interposing) That's all right. That
1s vhere you drew your conolusion that he was silent. Now,
in good falh, you égid that he was silent?

B Mr. Leake: That is &ofrecﬁ.

Senator Balley: What induced you to say that he was T?
sllent because he had a $250 weekly fee in his pocket and |
he was afrald he would lose his fee, and so forth? That is
the gravamen here.

Mr. Ieake: Ist nme say thls, Senator. A lot of things
are sald by men who are running for office and by newspapers,
that are seld, posibly, in an exaggerated manner, This
campalgn, &s you procbably realize, was one in which we
felt that a great issue was at stake. There was an economic
plan involved that we felt might muin the State of Calil-
fornla, in our humble judgme .t, and possibiy ve dlad get a
little bit overheated. I believe that happens in other
political campaigns, but I will say this again, thatif M»,
Downey felt at that time that I had done him an injustice,
he certeinly had access to our newspaper -~

Senator Bailey: (interposing) I do not think that
makes any difference. We cannot follow all of the news-
papers in the country that talk about us. I wouldmt
hold any Senator or anybody else responsible for failing
to deny something that is in the papers. We have to take

that., We have that case up frequently. But vhat I want to
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get at is this, - you did impute a sordid motive to the
Senator when he was & oandidete, and that is a part of the
basis here for his allegation of personsl obnoxiousness.
ivow, you know as a matter of faot that he was aotive in be-
half of President Roosevelt at that oomvention. You were
wrong in your inference that he was sllent. What do you

say now aebout having imputed that sordid motive to him upon -
a basis that dld not exist? Wouldn't you withdraw that whole

business?

Mr. Leake: Mr, Chairmen, I am perfectly willing to_t‘aké
Senator Downey's word for 1t tht he was not at that time
getting this fee. I was in error in that instance.

Senator Bailley: Wouldn't you be willing to write an |
edltorlal for your paper and state that in thils editorial
Yyou sald that Senator Downey was silent, and you have sinoce
learned that he was not silent on the subject of defending
the President, and that you imputed to him a sordid motive
a8 a ground for his silence and that you must withdraw that
because that basis did not exlst?

Mr. Leake: Mr, vchairman, we have always stood ready
to make that sort of a statement 1f Mr. Downey had notified
us. It seems to me - maybe I am wrong in this - but 1;:

Mr. Downey was 50 aroused and considered meso obnoxious after

this campaign 1s over, that he would not have met me in
Saoramento and shook hands with me and said "Mr, Ioélc‘e, ve

N
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have just had a rather strenuous campaign. I think ypu
hit pretty hard, but there 1is no'- it 1s all in tho'game of
politics, I guess, and as far as I am concerned, 1t is for-
. given.," He alo stated at that time, he said, "My son," -
and incidentally he has a very fine scn, a young Californis
attorney, - "my son got rather wrought up over this and he
was ooming over to 1lick you one night". He saild, "I talked
to him and told him, 'vell, 1t is all 4n the game of
politics, son, and forget 1t '"

Senator Balley: You cannot afford to whip an editor
in a political ocempaign.

(Laughter). 7
: ‘ Senator Downey: 1If I had not stopped my son, there
would have been an editor that would have been'liakod. This
was only just about the last of about 25 such scurrilous
attacks that finally became too much for my rather hot headed
son, and he was going to go over there and tske on Mr. Leake
personally.

Senator Balley: He takes after his dad.

(Laughter).

Senator Downey: No, he is a much more athletic young

Mr. leake: Mp, Dovney's son made a speech in behalf
of his father in the finals of this campaign, as I recall

it, and Mr. Downey's son made a very fine impression, and one

N L
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of the things that Mr. Downey's scn sald was ™We hold no
grudges.” He seid, "You have a good Representative; we have
had a 1ittle difficulty. He has alvays defeated us,” or words
to that effect, "but now I hope you give my father support,"
He went on to say that his father was a sound man, and na-
turally he was there to speak for him. Mr. Downey Jr.made
a very distinet point of the faoct when he sald "we have no
grudges,"

Senator Jolmsen: (Colorado) I don't like to take
Jour time, Sendor Downey. But I would like to have on point
¢cleared up. As I understood the testimony yesterday, Mr,
Leake took the positlion that he still stood by that editorial
‘ word for word and every inference that it may oontaln, that
he was not backing up a single inch on any part of it, that
that was his opinion then and that is his opinion now. Now,
I understood from the testirny too, that there had been an
understanding between the Senator and Mr, Leake, that they
had shaken hands in a friendly manner after thils campalgn
wves over, but 1f that is yourposition, Mr. lLeake, at the
Present time, Senator Downey must heave been laboring under
a misapprehension at the time he shook hands with you on
‘ . a friendly basis?
Mr. Leske: Well, Senator Johnson, maybe I was a little

bit strenuous, - I mean rather --

Senator Johnsons: (Colorado) I may have misunderstood

A )

. X
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you, but that was my understanding yesterday. I hope that
I did misunderstand you. -

Mr. Leake: ILetrp say about yesterday's testimony - and/
I am not going to make any bones about it. I ocame here as
a country newspaper publisher. I have never faced an august
body of this kind. I am not a speaker, and I am golng to
admit to you gentlemen that I had a swell case of jitters,
and I think there were some other phases of my testimony
there that I might have expressed myself a little bit differ- |
ently.

Now, regarding this editorial, in view of what Senator
Downey has told me, he insists that he did ddéfend the
Presldent, he insists that he was sincere in that defense,
and all I need is his stetement for it. Frankly, 1f we
had this thing to do over again, 1t would be done different-
ly. Probably Senator Downey in his campaign has bocomo.
wrought up occasionally, and maybe he has become a little
emotional and said some things thst after a while he thought,
1t would have len better if he had not said 1t, and I feel
that way about this situation myselfr,

I want to relterate this, I was not fighting Senator
Downey personally. I felt that the economic idea that he
had would be exceedingly destructive to the State of Call-
fornla. It was more of a principle, and certainly not a

personal fight that I intended to make. 1Is that olear,

\-Q
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Senator?

Senator Johnson: -{Colorado) Yes, I understand now that
you are not of the same opinion still that you were when
you wrote that editorial,

Mr. Ieakes Well, there are many phases of the newspaper
business that I think are very perplexing. You write edi-
torials and you write them hurriedly, in the heat of the
mement. Mr, Downey had spoken at Woodland the night hefore,
and he made some rather uncomplimentary remarks about me,
and I did not care about 1t. I think I was a little bit
overyrought at the time, but I never thought anything more
about 1t afterward§.

Senator Downey: MNp, Chalrman, permit me to irterrupt.

If I am golng to be held to the time limit that was suggested,
I have certain material that I want to put in.

Senator Balley: He was answering Senator Johnson.

Senator Downey: I want to call attention to the fact
that I have not utilized very much of my time,

Senator Johnson: (Colorado) I went to have that point
¢leared up on my time.

denator Downey: Perhaps Mr. Leake would talk more to
the point if I would offer one or two further comments, if
you would allow me to,.

Senator Balley: Go ahead.
Senator Downey: This editorial followed many others of

\'—‘7
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a similer nature, some of them more critical and venomous
even than this, | . | |

Senator Bailey: Are you going to place them in the
record?

Senator Downey: No, I had not thought of doing so.
There are 15 or 16 of them that I can put in if you wish,

I may say that the afternoon of the day that I delivered
this speech, I went to Mr., Leake's office. Mr. Leake was
not there, but I notified whoever was in charge of thé offlice
that I was going to speak that night and that I wes going to
deny many statements that Mr. bake had made about me, and
would ask that a correction be run. I was assured that a
reporter would be there‘to oover the story. I d1d deny
the statements of Mr. Leake that T was not supporting Presi.
dent Roosevelt, and I did deny these other things and then
oame out possibly themst abusive and virulent attack that
appeared against me after!I had endeavored to explain and
deny and answer what Mr., leske had said. I don't know whe-
ther Mr. leake ever knew - I cannot say that he knew that
I called at his office that afternoon, but I did.

Senator Balley: All right. 1let us get ahead,

Senator Johnson: (Colorado) I would 1ike to ask just
one more question along the line of my former questions to

Mr. Leake. After all these editorisls vere written and
published, then you and Mr. Leake met and shook hands and

— ':L\};Qg

——— T
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let bygones be bygones.

Sonstoh Downéyi ISenatoﬁ Johnson, I must assume that
what Mr. Leake says is true. I'have absclutely no recollec-
tion of 1t, but let me say this, - when a person loses a
campalgn, you can remember everybody that greets you hecause
nobody greets you. When you win a campalgn, thousands of
them come up and say, "We ave glad you have won, let bygones
be bygones"., I assume that what Mr. Leake says 1s true, but,
Senator Johnson, I have no knowledge of it. If I sald any-~
thing, I said it as a matter of routine. As a matter’of |
faot, the last expression before that about me was that I
was & tinhorn politician, just a f;w weeks before that con-
| . vention - oontinuing his criticism in his paper,

Mr, leake, I have here in my hand ~-

Mr. Leake: (interposing) Pardon me, Senatonr. Regard-
Ing that meeting in Secramento, I want to state thig -«

Senator Downey: (interposing) I am willing to accept
what you say about it as true.‘ My recollection of those
matters 1s very poor, and there were literally thousands of
people in those two or three weeks congratulated me on my
eleotion who walked around the bloak to avold me before

: . that time. That 1s after I was elsoted Senstor.

Mr. Leake: I thought we were on this meeting in Wood-

land,

- Senator Dovney: I beg your pardon. ' I wish to read to

i | ~— : , "é
0 g
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you a telegram from my son, Sheridan Downey, Jr., as follows: -
This is in response to one in whioh I made the inquiry as

to the details ooncerning the estate left by your father,

Mr. EQ Leake:

"Death September 1926. Deoree distribution October
1927. Total net value one hundred thirty thousand., oonsisted
princlpally sixty seven thousand cash twenty five thousand
real property thirty three thousand publishing company dia;
tributees wife who still alive son Ed son Paul. Sons got
thlird publishing stosk fourth remainder. Pauls share approxi-
mately thirty three,"

Now, I wlll ask you, so far as you know is that informa-
tion correct? If you desire to oheck 1t, here 1s the tele-
gram. (Handing paper to Mr. leake).

Mr. Leake: Mr. Chairman, may I ask - I don't know whe-
ther I em in order - es I say, I am very inexperienced here,
but Senator Downey has charged me with unfairness, and he
has read that editorial time and time again, and he referred
to 1t himself and he started this meeting on that basis, and
I have had very little time to rebut that particular line
of testimony. I have not saildvery much.

We have, for instance, a news account of that meeting
that was In Woodland on that night, and I have numerous

olippings here to show that the news columns were very gen-’
erous with him, and I also have some editorials that were
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. more ocomplimentary. Thers were not 15 editorials, to my
recollection and acocording to my files, that oould be classi-
fled as viocious. I really have not --

Senator Batiley: (interposing) Were there any in your
Judgment that could be oclassifled as violous?

Mr. leaske: I would not ocontend that they were, because
I do not think they were personally malilsious. |

Senator Downey: Were they about ths same as this, Mr.
Leake?

Mr. leeke: No, they were not,

Senator Dowvney: Not ss bad as this?

Mr. Leake: I would not say that that was so bad, Sena-
tor Downey. I have had worse things sald about me.

Senator Downeys I hwe not,

Mr. Leake: If we had to do these things over again in
our lives, there are probably lots of corrections that we
would make, ,

Senator Downey: Mr. Chairman, I have no objeotion to the
witness. of course, making any explanation that he wants
to, but I have a question here, Mr. Chairman, that I would
like to ask him,

Senator Balley: We will bear your question in mind,
but I think he should be allowed to explain.

Mr. Leake: Personally, I would like to clean up one .

point at a time, and that is the reason that I brought that

. . - - - .- - A “‘
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" up again.
Senator Balley: Go ahead.
Mr, Leake: T have about a one and three-quarter inch
colunn devoted to his meeting in Woodland, and I think it

was a very falr account, and thatis the particular meeting
where he sald he did not like me - he did not say that, but
1t was rather uncomplimentary to me. I made no oriticism
of it. But these olippings - there are many on his cam-
paign that I would be glad to have you gentlemen ses, I
think that we treated Mr. Downey with the usual newspaper
courtesy, and I don't want to take up a lot of your time in
resding these. The olippings are here, and I would be glad
. to have them scanned, or if you would like me to drop the
polint, why, that 1is perfectly all right.

But even in a talk when Senator Downey spoke over in
Winters, he sald some things about me that I did not think
wvere very favorable, in fact a gentleman called me up and
got me out of bed at eleven-thirty o'elock -~ I did not at-
tend the meeting - and he saild "Well, Senator Downey cer-
tainly lowered the boom on you." I' said "Where wasthias?"
He said, "At Winters." I saild, "Well, that's all right..
. That's his privilege. We are opposing Senator Downey bit-
terly." He sald, "Well, I thought he was rather abusive,

and I thought that you would want to know about 1it" - but we
made no complaint about that, |
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'“wefrap another news story on that meeting and covered
the meetiné in dataii Jjust like any newspaper would do. Just
because we were opposing him politimlly did not mean that we
vere gning to close the news columns to him and we did not
close the news columns., I have a whole book of printings
to show that, I know that you gentlemen are rushed -~

Senator Balley: (interposing) You can put those in,
but I do not think that is material, You could attack me
biltterly and then give me the freedom of your paper to answer,
but that would not rellieve the attack.

Mr. Leake: Senator, I was just trying to show my fair.
ness as a newspeper, - that 1s all,

Senator Balley: That is all right to show that, but
the whole thing ocenters around the editorial and not the news
solunns. T take the position thet if you attack me bitterly
and then tell me that I ocan answer in your paper, that doea
not relleve the character of the attack at all, It just
gives me what every man ought te have; he ought to have an
opportunity and the right to answver.

Mr. Leske: I realize that, Mr. Chalrmen, but I believe
that a newspaper should have s.me aredit for glving a man
the correct news.

Senator Balley: I don't. think so; I think that is a
duty.

Mr. Ieake: I agree with you, exéctly. But Senator
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Downey has indiocated that I have never been very fair at any
time, and that 1ls the reason --

Senator Bailley: (interposing) I don't think he said
that you denled him access to your columns. He said he 414
not use them,

Mr. Leake: Also, on the day of his election, we had sn
editorlal which I thought was very favorable., Could I reﬁd
an excerpt from that? )

Senator Belley: I think 1f yuu printed that editorial,
it would tend to show your good faith and your good attitude  ¥
towards him. wa:f;gitten subsequent to this editoriel that o
is ocomplained of?

Mr. Leake: Yes,

Senator Balley: All right; let us see what yousaild
thenﬁ Any kind word that may be produced about a United
States Senator ocught to be put into the record, anyhow.

(Laughter).

Senator Downey: It is very hard to find any applicable
to me, Mr. Chalrman.

(Laughter).

Mr. Leake: Pardon me for my delay, but I have quité‘ r
a lot of information here, and it s rather diffiocult to . .  §
find 1t.

I will just read an excerpt, because it is the part that
refers to Senator Downey. o
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Senator Balley: I think 1f you are going to read your
editorials, you had better read i1t all, so that we can see
what 1t was. . .

Mr. Leske: This is the day after election. It is headed
"The Eleotion." It is dated November 9, 1938:

"Low moans, most of which approach the high cctaves, are -

emanating from the wheel-horses of the Republican party in Cali-

fornia. After 40 years of druuth, the Demoorets are *in’ and . 55
the Republlcans fout!, The last Demooratic governor was James
H. Budd, who served from 1895 to 1899. |
"The election of Senatior Culber Olscn to sucoeed Gover~
nor Merriem was expected. Against remendous reglistration
odds, the Republios inoumbent made a phencmenal showing. |
Here in Yolo county the Republican leaders have a right to
rejolce over the local msjorities accorded Mr., Merriam and
the senastoriael candidate, Philip Banoroft. .
"As leader of the liberal forces of both major parties
in the legislature during the last two sessions, Senator
Olson has demonstrated his right to that label. The ecnator'a‘
record in the Utah legislature before he came to California :
also was that of a liberal but naver that of a rad;cal. The l;§
'Red! pitschfiork jabbed into the sembor's back by his OpPO~ : ::%

nents did not pmetrate with the voters. 'glﬁ

"Mr. Olson has a background of honest, falthful and ine
~telligent public service and he has been slected on a plat- .
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form which 1s truly progressive."
Senator Balley: Had you opposed Mr, Olson too?
Mr. Leake: I had not.

Senator Balley: He had not been for the Townsend plan?

Mr. Leake: I just dld not oppose him.

Senator Bailey: What?

Mr., Leake: I gannot answer that, 8enator.

Senator Balley: That would be very interesting, for
you sald you wrote this editorial --

Mr. Buck: {interposing) If it is of any interest to
the record, he had not.

Senator Bailey: All right.

Mr, Leake: (continuing) "He is entitled to the support
of the people and if he gets 1t his administration will suo-
oeed,

"Sheridan Downey acoomplished Tuesday what for many
Jears he has striven for. To his close friends, Mr, Downey
will admit that many of the panaceas which he has supported
oan never hope to be reallzed., Now that he must shoulder
the responsibility of a position in the United States Senate,
Mr. Downey may be expected to level off and become a useful
public servant. He has natural abillity in abundence, a strik-
ing personality and a gift for effective oratory. We believe

he will oconsclentiously support the principles of Presiddnt ‘;:i
Roosevelt," S S ' g
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Senator Balley: If you had that to write over again,
you would add that he was pretty good in oross exemination,

wouldnt!t you?
(Laughter).
Mr. Ieake: I will frankly admit 1t, but I would say that %

he 1s ploking on someone that 1s entirely unaccustomed to '.ﬁé
oross examination., I will give him credit for it, though. ‘i
Senator Balley: Now, let us go ahead if you are thrOugh‘*fiE
vith thet. | B
Mr. Ieake: I have plenty more here, but I do not want
to take up your time.

- Senmator Bailey: We will give you leave to put in the
record anything that you think thet you sald concerning Sena~
tor Downey subsequent to this editorial which is complained .
§f, whiéh you think wquld tend to show that you were not ac- SRS
tusted by any personal antipathies or any malice or anything
of that sort. You csn plok out anything you have. You would
not object to that, would you, Senator?

‘Se?étor Downey: No, indeed.

! Mr. leake: Sembor, I know you folks are orovded for Nl
time hers. I‘have plenty of them if you would like me to |
take up your time. " ' v’iff

Senator Balley: No, we have given you leave to put

that in and we will read 1t in the record.
© Mr, leake: Just editorials?

~y ) C T Ny et
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Senator Balley: You can dé that at the conolusion of
your testimony. |

Mr. lLeaket I have news ltems that I think are very
favorablq.

Senator Balley: If you want to read ttm go right
ahead. A

Mr. leake: Here 1s a news 1tem, Mr., Chairmen, that was
in the finals of the campaign. It acovered the meeting held
in Woodland for Senator Downey, and I would liko‘to read
enough of it that 1s pertinent to the case. Or would you
like me to read 1t all?

Senator Balley: No, I think I asked you under a mis-
apprehension to read the whole editorial. Read all that
you sald about Senator Downey.

Mr. Leake: I think that would s ve your time, but I
want to be falr,

Senator Balley: So that we will get the full text
as to Senator Downey.

Mr. Leaks: This article was on October 27, 1938, and
1t 1s written by Jay Sehorn, a gentlemen who is noﬁ running
ny newspaper and was a reporter then., It resds:

"A 25-year old youth, 'taking the stump' in his first
politicd experience to campalgn for his father's election
~as United States Senator, Wednesday night literally 'stole

! the show' at a meeting of a large group of demoorats and a fow

NN
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Republicans in the chamber of commerce room in the sourt
house,

"It was Sheridan Downey, Jr., who went to bat in his
Tather's interest, telling the local audience why he feels
the voters of Yolo county should cast their votes for
Sheridan Downoy,.sr., democratic candidate for senator.

"'he apparent sincerity of the son won the father nany
new friends in Yolo county among the group that had assembled
to hear arguments in support of the demoscratic party's 'Big
Three' ocandidates - Culbert L. Olson for governor; Ellis
Patterson for lieutenant-governor, and Sheridan Downey 8r.,
for ﬁnited States senator.

"Would Forget Past

"Da, you know, didn't do so well here in the 1932 and
1936 elections, ! sdd Downey, Jr., 'We don't hold a single
grudge for that, but we would be pleased if you worked as hard
for us as you did for our congressman, Frank H. Buok. ! This
statement set the young man right with his listeners, They
gave him a hand for 1t,.

"After sollciting votes for his father, he went on to
explain that he asouldn't understand all the charges that are
being made against the senatorial oandidate.

"1Dad' Sensible.

"'I have found dad & very svhsible man' he added, 'and

I know he has made mistakes like all of us do. But he does
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have ideals, and I should know, "7%

"!It 18 true that dad has supported the Townsend plen,
and T oan add that when he 1s elested, he 1s goilng to work r!f@
harder than ever to secure an adequate pension plan for the i
aged and needy pérsons,

"'Dad has been a leader in the pension plan movement.
He has educated California and when he 1is elected, he will
be & leader in congress,

"'Ham and Eggs

"1A weekly news magazine would have you believe that dad
is the founder of the so-called Ham and Egg plan. This state- Q*;
ment 1s untrue. He does not believe Rhat the plan is the B
solution ® our problem, but he does say it is a step in the
right direction.!

"Purning his attention to President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
yound Downey deolared;

"'!Mr. Downey has supported the president. in almost all
of his New Deal policles, and he beliefes Mr. Roosevelt 1s
doing a wondarful work, !

"Refutes Young.

"The visitor also added that former Gov. C. O. Young had
attempted to convey the impression in a radio address that
Mr. Downey is carrying a red flag. 'I'd like to say,!
he continued, 'that M. Young, whom I always had respested,

deliberately misinterpreted a paragraph from my rathgn'q book.,
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Hed he followed through and read the next sentence, the true
meaning could have besen had. He would have you believe dad
was advocating a revolution, whioh again 1s not true.t'"

Senator Balley: How much more are you going to read?
We wanted to get\through at three-thirty?

Mr, Leake: Senator, I am willing to rest on that.

Senator Bailey: We will give you leave to put others
in, 1If you wish to put eny in, put them in, but we might
put those in at the conclusion.

Sengtor Townsend: Put in anything that you think helps
your case. -

Senator Johnsont (Colorado) Just hand them to the re-
porter.

Senator Bailey: Now, Senator Downey, have you anything
olse?

Senator Downey: I handed to Mr. Leake a telegram re-
lating to the detaills of his father's estate and I asked
him the question whether the 1nformation in that telegram
1s substantlally correct, according to his opinion.

Senator Balley: Senator Downey, 18 that from the reaords?

Senator Downey: From the probate records of Yolcrﬁ
county.

Senator Beileyr I will ask you to get a transoript

of 1t under the seal of the court and put 1t in the record.
Senator Downey: Yes. .
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Senator Balley: It will be so much more suthentio. ‘ﬁ
Senator Downey: Yes. I had to do it by telegraph. 'ﬂ
Senator Balley: Get the transcript under the seals. That~3?
is evidenoce. :
Senator Downeys Unless the witness himaself will testi-
fy that he knows the facts, assuming they are facts within
hils owm knowledge.
Mr. Leake: Senator Dovney, I em unable to say. I think
that 1t was quite obvious to you gentlemen yeaterday that
I wvas quite wholly unprepared to go into figures that went
back 19 years. I don't know, gentlemen, whether many of
us can go back to records even about our own personal Proper~
‘ ty, that far with any degree of accuracy, and I feel that I
' almost made a mistake trying to answer some of those queg-
tions yesterday. I thought that 1t would be better for me
to give my best answer as I knew 1t, but maybe that was a
mistake because thers probably were scme inaccuracies.
Senator Balleys Do you wish an adjournment in order
that you may prepare your answer to the dhargea against
you?
(Disoussion off the reaord).
Senator Downey: Yesterday in my testimony gnd remarks,
I inadvertently made certain statements concerning Mr. Buok

that were not in any way meant to refleot upon him. Porhabs
some of them were 1ll-advised or ambiguous, and i’would iikn
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to ask the permlsalon of the cormittee that any of my re-
marks with reference to Mr. Buck be expugned entirely from
the record, except such as Mr, Buck himself may desire to
leave in the record.

Senator Balley: We will take the whole record up be-

fore it 13 printed and revise it and perhaps shorten it.

-y

As to the date to whioh this hoaring will be adjourned
off the record.

(Discusslion off the record).

Sdenator Beiley: The hearing is adjourned to ten-thirty
a. m. of February 5, 1940, |

(Whereupon, at 3:40 o'clock p. m. an adjournment was

: . taken until February 5, 1940, at 10:30 a. m.),




