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December 5, 2017

The Honorable Eric M. Thorson
Inspector General

U.S. Department of Treasury
Office of Inspector General

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.,
Room 4436

Washington, DC 20220

Dear Inspector General Thorson:

I am writing in response to reports that you plan to investigate whether political
considerations interfered with the release of a Treasury Department economic analysis of the
Republican tax plan.

In pitching the proposal, Secretary Mnuchin promised that Treasury will release its
analysis of the proposal.' In fact, he stated over 100 people in the Treasury tax group were
“working around the clock running scenarios” to evaluate the revenue impact of the tax
proposal.? Secretary Mnuchin also noted in late September that “not only will this tax plan pay
for itself, but it will pay down debt.” Such an analysis would have been of great interest, since
Secretary Mnuchin’s assertions about the impact of the tax bill contradict those of many experts.
However, no analysis supporting this assertion was ever produced.

This controversy comes on the heels of the Treasury Department’s removal of an Office
of Tax Analysis economic paper which contradicted another assertion by Secretary Mnuchin.* In
September, Secretary Mnuchin stated that “most economists believe that over 70 percent of
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“corporate taxes are paid for by the workers.” However, the May 2012 paper, Office of Tax
Analysis Technical Paper 5, from the Treasury Office of Tax Analysis strongly disputed that
conclusion, finding that workers pay 18% of the corporate tax while owners of capital pay 82%.
This paper was recently removed from the Treasury Department’s website.°

[ am concerned about the possibility that the Treasury Department is burying critical
research an effort to mislead the public. I request that in addition to your review of potential
political interference with Treasury Department analysis of the Republican tax plan, you
reevaluate the removal of the May 2012 technical paper and determine whether there is a larger
pattern of political interference with nonpartisan Treasury analysis.

Thank you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,

Ron Wyden
Ranking Minority Member

5 Fox News Transcript: Sec. Mnuchin Talks Cutting off North Korea Economically (Sept. 03, 2017) (online at
http://www.foxnews.com/transcript/2017/09/03/sec-mnuchin-talks-cutting-off-north-korea-economically.html)
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