MEMORANDUM

TO:  Reporters and Editors
FR:  Jill Kozeny, 202-224-1308
for Senator Chuck Grassley of lowa,
Ranking Member of the Committee on Finance
RE: health care reform negotiations
DA: Thursday, July 30, 2009

Senator Chuck Grassley today issued the comment below about the state of negotiations
on health care reform legislation.

“It’ll be a lost opportunity if Democratic leaders in Congress and the administration force
action on health care legislation that’s not ready because of the complexity of the issue and the
high stakes in getting it right. Republicans have been negotiating for a bipartisan bill that
improves the health care system for everyone who relies on it, including the uninsured who
access care through emergency rooms, seniors who depend on Medicare, taxpayers, and
patients. The public doesn’t want a government takeover of the health care system that would
put a government bureaucrat between patients and their doctors, and we’re working to stop it.
The partisan bills already pushed through Senate and House committees have failed to control
spending or do anything about runaway health care inflation. The bipartisan discussions that
Chairman Baucus has led in the Senate Finance Committee have made very good progress
because of his long-term commitment to bipartisanship, and could lead to a bill that makes things
better, not worse, but that’ll never happen if Democrat leaders tell Republicans to take a hike by
forcing the committee to move on an all-Democrat bill.”



