	Finance Committee,
I am writing you as a transportation executive and life-long employee of the pulp and paper industry.  I can assure you these are both exciting and challenging times in our business segment that employees millions of hard working and honest taxpayers in every corner of our great nation.  Simply put, sustainable or “green” business practices anchored by a sustainable supply chain simply make good business sense for our industry and in my view, are the key to a better future for our children.  Our industry has shown leadership in the area of biomass utilization for generations.  The black liquor credit and other policies that provide incentives for our industry’s use of biomass as a fuel source will enable our mills to continue our best practices, continue to innovate and continue to lead the way in the area of renewable energy.  In the near future, liquor blends could be burned in heavy equipment and other transportation related machinery, including over the road trucks further lowering our dependence on foreign oil.  
As a country, we all need to tighten our belts and do more with less.  The forest products industry is a vital one to the success of our great nation.  Our industries sustainability practices are second to none across the global landscape we compete in.  No country does it cleaner, and more environmentally friendly than we do.  

At the very least, this alternative fuel tax should be reduced, not eliminated.  My hope would be this credit will continue to spawn creativity in the renewable energy field and will lead us as a country to better solutions in solving some of the age-old problems we face.
 

With every good wish, 
 

David White

651 Landsdowne Court

Fort Mill, SC  29708








