Senator Max Baucus 

    My name is Albert Smith and I am an E/I Technician in at Sappi Fine Papers in Skowhegan Maine.  I had the opportunity along with my daughter Peyton to meet you at your office in DC in December of 2007. We were with the Red Hat’s from the Margaret Chase Smith Elementary School trip placing wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery and meeting some of  the family members of the 50 fallen soldiers who the RED Hat’s had Studied and created the portfolio of.    

(see attachment)

I am writing this note with mixed thoughts about this Tax Credit that is being received by the Pulp and Paper industry. I am not in favor of Government interfering with business but I also realize that we cannot compete while selling a product that is made with great efforts to be environmentally concerned against products being imported from China. I am also concerned that not all the money received is aiding the American facilities that the Tax Credit is designed to help and it may be going to assets outside the United States.   I have always believed that this aid should not be used as a temporary solution but a means to a permanent solution for these Mills receiving this Aid.  The money should be used for infrastructure improvements at the facilities receiving the TAX CREDIT.  At our facility we are currently in the engineering stages of a project that will allow us to utilize all of our Black liquor here at our facility allowing us to use 300 to 400 thousand less barrels of Crude oil each year.  This makes our products less driven by the price of foreign oil. This project was in the works well before our facility started to receive this TAX CREDIT.  I am disappointed though that once the crude oil prices went below $100 a barrel the payback for this project was extended out along with the timeline on this project.  I do believe that all of the money that is being currently received for the Black Liquor being burned hear at the Skowhegan facility should be spent here in improvements that will poise us for long term success, not going to South Africa to a corporate group that may invest it in assets outside of The United States.    I truly believe that the TAX CREDIT should only be used at the facilities receiving it and should be used for investing in the facilities long term success and not as a temporary band aid that once removed will not setup these facilities for long term success.  Long term success can never in my opinion be achieved through constant aid, and short term aid is only successful if it leads to long term success.

I know there is many other factors that I am unaware of as you mover forward or not with ending this TAX CREDIT early, but as you make this decision please take time to see if this money is being utilized to enable long term success at the facilities receiving it, or if it is just a stop gap measure and a waste of American tax dollars.  I thank you for your time and again for that wonderful opportunity we had to meet you in your Office in DC and for the great hospitality you and your staff showed us along with the heart felt message you gave about your Nephew.  I have confidence that you will weigh all factors and make the correct decision. 

Thank you,

Albert L. Smith
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