July 10, 2009

Dear Senators Baucus and Grassley:

I am writing to you regarding your June 11 draft that proposes to prohibit the Alternative Fuel Credit and Alternative Fuel Mixture Credit for Black Liquor.
I am a communications strategist for Boise Inc. at our headquarters in Boise, Idaho. I have the opportunity to interact with employees and community stakeholders around the country, and I worked at our Oregon paper mill for 10 years. I've seen first-hand the devastating affects of a mill downsizing on coworkers and the community. For every family-wage job in our mills, there are several more jobs created in the rural communities where we operate. When American manufacturing companies cannot compete globally, it is real people who lose their livelihoods, and the quality of life in small communities suffers as a result. 
American manufacturing has been the bedrock of our economy until recently. As you explore the proposal to prohibit the credit, I strongly urge you to consider the important contribution of our industry and its 1 million jobs to the nation’s economy. 
The 4600 people of Boise Inc. manufacture paper and packaging products used daily by Americans. Paper doesn't make itself. It's the people at my company who demonstrate the commitment to environmental, financial, and social sustainability. In order for us to survive into the future it is our responsibility to use natural resources wisely, especially energy. While our industry is very energy intensive, almost 65% of the energy used in Boise Inc.'s pulp and paper mills comes from renewable resources, primarily biomass. 
That's why it alarms me that companies like mine might be disadvantaged by discontinuing the tax credit just because we have already been generating renewable energy for decades.  

In an economy where unemployment is in double digits in many states, I expect those of you elected to govern wisely to give thoughtful consideration to preserving this credit. It will enable us to keep jobs in America – where companies like mine voluntarily set greenhouse gas emission reduction targets before legislation required it. During this economic downturn, the tax credit will help American companies compete globally instead of pushing jobs offshore where environmental oversight is lacking. 

Preserving this tax credit is critical to our industry. I strongly urge you to reconsider your proposal because I believe it is our country's best interest to maintain a level playing field where companies like mine can compete fairly in the global marketplace.  
Sincerely,

Karen L. Punch

Boise Inc.

Boise, Idaho
