July 7, 2009
Dear Senators Baucus and Grassley:

I am writing to you regarding your June 11 draft that proposes to prohibit the Alternative Fuel Credit and Alternative Fuel Mixture Credit for Black Liquor.
I am an engineer employed by Boise Inc. in Boise, ID for almost 25 years.  I have a particular interest in energy and am proud of Boise’s and the pulp and paper industry’s continued advancement in energy self sufficiency through the use of carbon neutral renewable biomass energy. 
Boise currently generates approximately 65% of its energy from renewable sources, primarily biomass.  For Boise and the industry to continue to improve our use of renewable biomass, it is essential that Congress encourage and support the substantial costs associated with the investment and operation of biomass energy facilities.  
This is particularly crucial for our industry’s survival given the current economic crisis.  The pulp and paper industry employs over 1 million workers with solid paying jobs.  Jobs, along with the economic viability of many small rural communities dependent on our industry are at stake.  
Please recognize the important contributions of our industry and the importance of this renewable energy source to our nation and consider preserving this credit.   Thank you.
Sincerely,

Colin C. Miller

