My company sells supplies to the forest products industry. I would like to submit my support for continuing referenced Black Liquor Tax Credit. 

We are proud to work with companies that are good stewards of the environment. The paper industry meets two-thirds of its own power needs from the carbon-neutral renewable biomass energy it produces onsite. 

Our relationships with paper companies are crucial to our success as a business. That is why I am concerned to learn that Senators Baucus and Grassley issued a draft legislative paper that proposes to end the alternative fuel credit for papermakers by excluding any fuel (including lignin, wood residues, or spent pulping liquors) derived from the production of paper or pulp. Such legislation could lead to economic harm not only for paper companies and their employees, but for companies like mine. In my opinion, Senators Baucus and Grassley should be urged that they do not revoke the alternative fuel mixture tax credit. 

The paper industry’s use of the alternative fuel mixture tax credit reflects its leadership in renewable energy. At a time when we need to encourage more people to follow this path and displace the use of fossil fuels with clean, renewable alternatives, it is important not to discriminate against the pioneering papermakers who were there first.     

The economic downturn has caused a decline in demand for consumer goods, which in turn has caused a decline in demand for paper and packaging. As a result, many mills have been closed or curtailed and jobs lost. When mills close, companies like mine are negatively affected as well.   

US manufacturing jobs have already been shifting to other parts of the world. Low-cost labor and, in some cases, lower regulatory costs, allow producers in Brazil, China, and elsewhere to make goods at a significantly lower cost than we can. China, with few forest resources and little clean energy, has the fastest-growing paper industry in the world. Climate change is a global issue, and environmental practices in other parts of the world have a direct impact on Americans. If we make it impossible for U.S. producers to compete, we will simply ship commercial forest products businesses overseas where there are no limits on greenhouse gas emissions, thus exacerbating climate change. 
  
The effects will also be felt by many other companies and people whose livelihoods revolve around supplying goods and services to the paper industry. 

Sincerely, 

Kari Lindberg, 
Vice President, Service 
Metso Paper USA, Inc.
