The Honorable Max Baucus

Chairman

U.S. Senate Committee on Finance

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles Grassley

Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Finance

United Steelworkers “Hellgate” Local 885 in Missoula, Montana strongly supports the Alternative Fuel Mixture Credit and the ability of the paper industry to utilize the credit.
Close to 400 voting Montana families work at the Smurfit-Stone facility and the “Black Liquor credit” is assisting in making sure those people have a job to go to every day. This credit comes at a time when Congress is seeking to promote green jobs and responsible energy generation.  The alternative fuel mixture tax credit allows the domestic paper industry to play a vital role in our nation’s clean energy future.  With the decline in demand for paper and packaging, this credit could not come at a more appropriate time, providing badly needed relief at a critical juncture in the industry’s history.

While I understand, the cost of credit has increased exponentially with the paper industries utilization of the credit. Now is not the time to pull funding from domestic companies that pay living wages and provide medical benefits to their employees.

I was in Washington DC for three weeks on support of the Alternative Fuel Mixture project on behalf of my local and the company I work for, Smurfit-Stone. I heard many reasons as to why the credit should be stopped ranging from loophole to shareholders are reaping all the profits. I am writing to say that the shareholders are going to reap their benefits one way or the other. The question is should it be on the back of unemployed Montanans?

Let the Alternative Fuel Mixture Credit stand as is and let it naturally expire at the end of 2009.

In Solidarity,

Roy Houseman Jr.

President United Steelworkers Hellgate 885
