Sirs:
I work at a paper mill in South Carolina and I am a member of The United Steelworkers.  When our mill is running at full capacity, we have 750 members.  Because of the current economic crisis we have over 100 displaced workers in our mill since March.  Like my coworkers, I am worried about my job.  We contribute a lot to our community.  Not only do we volunteer in the community, our mill puts money into the area by buying material and using supplemental manpower from the community.

Last year our mill became eligible for a tax credit for its use of biomass fuels, the black liquor recovered from our pulping process, to run a large part of the mill’s operation.  As of now this credit is due to expire the end of this year.  This credit caused our company to start using more biofuel, which in turn allowed the company to start back up some of the operation that was down.  The company was able to put some of our people back to work.  This tax credit encourages the use of renewable technologies that support The Congressional priority of promoting a clean energy future.

The above comes down to a couple of things, clean air and keeping jobs in the States.  This in it’s self is reason enough to oppose the effort in the Senate to repel this tax credit and to extend it into the future.

I ask for to look carefully at the effect of repealing this tax credit could have on South Carolina’s and the rest of the country’s jobs.  If this credit is allowed to run its course or into the future, not only will it be good for the environment it will also help secure jobs here in South Carolina and our country.








Sincerely,








Thomas B. Ayers








Catawba, S.C.

