Table 1

Distribution of Medicare Beneficiaries by Outpatient Prescription Drug Spending, 1999a


Total Drug Spending 

(from all sources)b
Out-of-Pocket Drug Spending

 

No Expenditures


   14%
   17%

$0.01-$199


19
34

$200-$499


17
21

$500-$999


19
15

$1,000-$1,499


12
7

$1,500-$1,999


7
3

$2,000 or more


13
4

Total Percent 

of Beneficiaries
100
100





Total Number 

of Beneficiaries 
32,043,891
32,043,891





a Includes all non-institutionalized Medicare beneficiaries except those who enrolled in a Medicare+Choice plan at any point during the calendar year.

b  Includes out-of-pocket spending by beneficiaries as well as payment by insurers.

Source:  National Academy of Social Insurance, 1999;  Estimates by Actuarial Research Corporation based on data from the 1995 Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey.

